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WOMEN    OF   ISEAEL. 


INTKfiDUCTIOU. 


Auoxo  tbc  tnany  voltuiblc  works  relative  to  wom&n'e  cap^ 
bUitwa,  iiiHuencc,  and  tnisdons,  which  in  tho  present  affi  an 
BO  continually  appearing:,  one  »till  seems  irantins.  The  field 
lias,  indeed,  been  ent«r«d  :  ditached  iioticca  of  the  women  of 
leroel,  the  female  biography  of  Scripture,  have  often  formed 
iDterestine  portiona  of  those  works  where  woman  ia  tha 
subject ;  but  all  the  fruit  haa  not  been  gathered :  much  yet 
remaiciB,  vhicli,  tbtuwu  tagcther,  would  fonn  a  history  as 
in&tractive  as  interesting,  as  full  of  warning  aa  example,  and 
tending  to  lead  our  female  youth  to  the  sacred  volume,  not 
only  as  their  guide  to  duty,  their  Mipiiort  in  toil,  their  comfort 
in  affliction,  but  oa  a  true  and  perfect  mirror  of  thcmjelvM. 

Tv  deaert  the  Bible  for  ita  comincHtAtont ;  nemr  to  peruse 
Itl  pfl^ea  without  not&t  of  explanation  ;  to  regnr<t  it  as  a 
work  which  of  itaolf  in  io'^ajprchenaiblc ;  is,  iudeetl,  a 
practice  as  hurtful  as  injudiciouii.  Sent  m  a  mcsfogv  of  lore 
to  our  owD  souls,  as  writtirn  and  oddreased,  not  to  nations 
alone,  but  e*  the  voice  of  God  to  individuaki — whiepcriag  to 
wch  of  us  that  which  wu  most  need  ;  thus  it  is  ve  ehould 
fitat  r^ard  and  Toncrate  it.  This  accomplished,  works  tending 
to  elucidate  its  glorious  and  coiLSoling  truths,  to  make  manifest 
its  simple  lessons  of  character,  as  well  as  precept ;  to  bring 
yet  closer  to  the  youthful  and  aspiring  heart,  the  poetry,  ihe 
oeauty,  the  eloquence,  tJie  aripeabng  t«udeme88  of  its  sacred 
pages,  may  prove  of  esaential  service.  In  this  hope,  to  bring 
clearly  before  the  women  of  Israel  all  that  they  owe  to  the 
word  of  Qod,  all  that  It  may  ulilt  be  to  them,  the  presert  task 
ta  osdeitaken. 

We  vo  far  from  amcrting  that  this  hoa  not  been  att  mpted, 
4nd  for  the  hirger  portion  of  the  sex,  accomplished  before. 
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TUB  WOHES  or  IBBAEL. 

[Belinon  u  the  foundation  and  mainspring  of  every  work 
whien  hns  IxTn  written  for  the  use  and  improvement  of 
woraun,  Pwnalc  biogrnplicrs  of  Scripture  have,  wc  believe, 
often  ap]}eaTed  ;  tliongli  tlie  characters  of  the  Old  Testament 
are  no  bri«fly  aad  impi^rfectly  Eketched,  compared  to  thoH<  of 
thi?  New,  that  but  little  pleasure  or  improvement  could  be 
derived  from  Uieir  poTDiul.  Yet  still,  wfith  the  writing*  of 
Siuidford,  EUi«,  aiul  Hamilton  before  us,  uich  r^bibitiug  it» 
author  no  cfttnest,  so  eloquent  in  her  cause,  with  "  womao'a 
iniwion"  mukcd  Eo  simply,  yet  so  forcibly  in  the  little  voliiuie 
of  that  name,  ha*  not  woman  of  every  race,  and  every  creed, 
all  sufficient  to  teoeh  her  her  duty  and  herself  t 

We  would  say  she  had  :  yet  for  Uio  women  of  Isnd  soma 
thing  still  tDOK  is  needed.  The  authors  aliovc  oicntioued  are 
Christians  themselveB  and  write  for  the  Chriittian  world. 
Education  and  nationality  oompel  them  to  believe  that 
"Chrigtianity  is  the  sole  source  of  lemale  exoeileneo;" — that 
tfi  ClirLstiuiity  alone  they  owe  their  present  station  in  the 
woHd,  their  influence,  their  equality  with  man,  their  spiritual 
provision  in  this  life,  and  hopes  of  immortaiiiy  in  the  next; 
— nay  more,  that  the  value  and  diouity  of  woman's  character 
would  never  have  been  recfunised,  but  for  the  religion  of 
,  Jesus,  tliat  pure,  loving,  sdf-nciiying  doctrines  were  unknomt 
'  to  woman  :  she  knew  nut  even  her  relation  to  the  Et«rnal ; 
dared  not  look  upon  hini  itn  her  Father,  Consoler,  and  Savionr 
till  the  advent  of  OhriKtianitv.  We  gmnt  that  the  Gootilea 
kiiuw  it  not,  till  the  Bible  became  more  generally  read — tilt , 
the  KtcrnnI,  in  Hi.t  infinite  mercy,  penaitted  a  paitia]  knoit- 
led^e  of  Hini.-<elf  tn  i»))rcad  over  tno  world — alike  to  prepare 
tlic  UontiK'  f»r  Lhiit  day,  when  we  shall  all  know  Uini  as  lie 
is,  and  lu  render  the  trial  of  Hiii  people's  faith  aiid  constancy, 
yut  more  terribly  severe.  We  feel  neither  angur  nor  uncban- 
tablenean  towanU  those  who  would  thus  deny  Ui  Israel  tliose 
ver^  privileges  which  were  oun  ages  before  they  became 
theirs ;  and  which,  in  fact,  liare  dtCMnded  from  as  to  them. 
Yet  we  cannot  yasi  such  assertion  anaasucn-d,  lest  from  the 
very  worth  ami  popularity  of  those  work*  iu  which  it  is 
promulKAted,  the  young  and  thoiighttem  dHtighter  of  Israel 
may  believe  it  really  has  Ibundatiou,  and  look  no  further  tlian 
the  page  she  reads. 

How  or  whence  oriKinat.ed  the  charge  that  the  law  of  Mosea 
sunk  the  Hebrew  female  to  the  loawl  State  of  degradation, 
placed  her  on  a  level  with  ^lavc«  or  heatbou,  and  denied  h«r 


ail  tnontn)  and  sinritiiiil  ngo^ent,  we  know  not :  v«t  certain 
it  is,  that  this  miMt  cxtraOTdiiiarv  and  UDfounded  iaea  obtains 
credence  cron  in  tliis  ciilighUnea  age.  Tho  vord  of  Givt  at 
I  once  prores  it^  TaUitf  ;  for  it  is  im[>owible  to  rend  the  Mosaic 
law  withnut  the  tnio  aud  toucliiog  coDTiction,  that  the 
fomale  Hebrew  was  «Ten  mora  an  object  of  tender  and 
eoothins  can  of  tJio  Eternal  tlian  the  male.  The  thauk^ipving 
io  tho  IsraelUish  morning  prayer,  on  which  so  much  Htr^as  is 
Laid,  as  a  proof  how  little  woman  is  regarded,  b  but  a  fain 
and  foolisn  roasooing  on  tbe  subject ;  almost,  in  truth,  too 
tnvial  for  regard. 

Tbe  verr  fust  consequeace  of  woman's  sin  was  to  render  her, 
in  phir^cal  and  mental  strencth,  inferior  to  man ;  to  exixue 
her  to  Buifering  wore  continued  and  more  acute ;  to  prevent  her 
r  obtaining  those  honoars  aod  cmolumeuts  of  which  umu  thinks 
'  BO  much ;  to  reattain  her  path  to  a  more  lonly  hui!  dmiitiitic. 
thoufth  not  a  less  balloired  sphere;  and,  all  thia  ci>ii^i(Ured, 
neither  scorn  towards  tbe  sex,  nor  too  much  han^htiiicNi  for 
JftitemMlres,  aetaatc  the  tbaDtcsgiring  which  byouropixmi-ntsis 
>  brought  forward  against  ns.     ft  waa  bnt  one  of  tht^-'u  bliwinga 
in  which  tlie  i^ous  Israelite  thanks  God  for  all  ihtiig»,  de- 
manding neither  notice  nor  reproof. 

To  tiie  Gentile  a^ertion,  that  the  Talmud  lias  originated 
itbe  nbov^mentioned  blessing,  and  commanded  or  inculcated 
[the  moral  and  mental  degradation  of  woinen,  we  reply,  tlint 
eren  if  it  did  so,  which  we  do  not  believe  it  does,  in  ooinnuuids 
are  wbollv  diKfcgnnled,  and  it^  abolishment  i»  not  needed  to 
mi<e  the  Hebrew  female  to  that  station  asKJgiied  her  in  tbo 
word  of  Go<l,  and  which  through  many  centuries  she  has  bceo 

Etrmittcd,    without    tvproof   or    question,  to    enjuy.     The 
tt-mal's  ]m>Tii^ion  for  her  temporal  and  spiritual  ltii|tpiiicss  la 
proved  in  His  nitaltcntble  word ;  and,  therefore,  uo  Hebrew 
can  believe  tli^it  He  would  iuuc  another  law  for  her  ilegrada- 
itioD  and  abiuieiiii-nt.     If,  iniU-vd,  th^'ro  nto  sucti  laws,  they 
must  hare  been  compilcil  at  a  time  when  pcrscciitioo  had  ao 
bnltalised  sod  lowered  the  intellect  of  m.nii,  that  he  partook 
^e  sava^  barbarity  of  tbe  natiomi  around  him,  and  of  the 
'  age  in  which  ho  lived  ;  wla-n  the  law  of  Ida  God  had,  as  a 
Inatarsl  consequence,  become  obscured,  and  the  Hebrew  female 
I  glared  the  same  nide  and  savage  treatment  which  vas  the  tot 
Lof  all  the  lower  elates  of  women  in  the  feudal  agett.    The 
pfroteotioD,  the  glory,  the    civilising   intluencc  of   chivalry 
•xtwiled,  10  itAfinit  establishment, only  to  tbe  baronial  oIabmi 
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Tat  woKcs  or  usabl. 


We  ne  no  proofs  of  the  humiuiisiig  uid  elevating  iuflaenM 
of  Christianity,  citlirr  on  mui  or  womiui,  till  the  R^fDrinAtioD 

red  the  Bible,  the  vhole  Bmui.  to  the  natioiu  at  Ui^ ; 
I  dvilisstioD  gndnaily  fdlo«te<l.  If  then,  the  sitimtion 
of  even  Christian  women  was  to  onccrtain,  and  but  too  uftea 
•a  defended,  for  nearly  fourt«eD  centuries  after  tlie  advent  of 
Jetn*,  who  hia  foUoirers  declare  waa  the  first  to  teach  tltcnf 
thi-ir  real  poaition — iraa  it  vety  Kmarkable  that  the  vilified 
and  iKn«ccut«d  Hebrew  sboula  to  a  d^ree  have  fo^^rtteo  Ida 
nati'inality,  hb  immortal  and  glorious  bt^ritaae,  and  •bared  in 
the  harbarity  around  him  ?  Grantiii;^  for  tiie  moment,  that 
such  was  the  case  (bat  we  by  no  means  believe  it  was),  if  tli« 
degradation,  mentally  and  morally,  of  the  Hebrew  female  ever 
did  become  [>art  of  the  Jewish  bn,  it  wu  when  man  was 
equally  dc^nuled,  and  the  bleared  word  of  Ood  hid  from  him. 
Till-  xitiiiition  of  many  of  lite  Hebrews  at  the  prceiMit  day 
proves  thijs.  In  but  too  many  narta  of  the  world,  tuc  Israelites 
arestiU  the  subjects  of  acorn,  natnxl,  and  penecution;  and 
their  condition  in,  in  oonseqnencc,  the  lowest  and  moat  awfully 
degraded  to  the  scale  of  man.  But  it  U  not  to  woman  that 
de^ndation  and  slaverv  are  ounfined  ;  as,  were  it  a  portion  of 
the  law  of  Moece,  would  inevitably  be  the  caae.  It  is  the 
eanaequeDce  of  crucltv,  of  nhnsemcnt  in  social  treatment ;  yet 
even  here,  where  mina,  principle,  houonr,  ail  seem  overthrown 
from  sncD  bnitali^Dg  inflaence,  the  affections  retain  tJieit 
power.  Wtiatcver  of  spiritual  hope,  of  human  privileges,  tbe 
word  of  God  beatowH  on  man,  and  to  which  the  mind,  darkened 
and  despHiring  from  the  horrors  of  peraecution,  may  yet  be 
01)61),  i»  nUari'd  by  the  Hebrew ,  wife,  and  imparted  by  the 
Hebrew  mother. 

Were  it  a  portion  of  the  law  of  Mows  to  enslave  and  degrade 
ns,  how  is  it  iliat  we  do  not  see  tliis  law  adhered  to  and  obeyed, 
as  well  08  others  claiming  the  same  divine  origin  1  Neither 
Christianity  ni>r  civiliitatjon  would  alter  or  improve  our  con. 
ditioii,  wcTu  it  iiidv«d  such  as  it  has  been  represented.  Tlie 
Hebrew  ever  loves,  protecti^  and  reverencra  his  female  relative ; 
and  if,  indeed,  he  do  not — if  he  deny  her  nil  share  in  immor- 
tality, and,  in  consequence,  thinks  sho  has  no  need  of  reliKioD 
now,  nor  hope  hereafter,  it  is  because  the  remnanbt  of  bar- 
barism, ignormoce.  and  Hupcntition  remain,  to  have  blinded  both 
his  M'iritoalandiiiL-ntal  cjre;  yetwhatevcr he  may  be  accused 
of  believing,  his  sctsdcny  th^  belief  Why  is  he  so  anxious  that 
his  wife  and  daughters  should  adhere  to  tmaj  law,  attend  to 


tirmoDOOTtoit.  S 

vnrf  precept  which  ho  iKlicvn  to  bu  the  law  of  God  1  If  they 
hftTe  no  Mtii,  110  porlioD  in  thu  world  tu  conic,  it  suivly  cnonot 
MgDify  bow  Uiey  act,  or  what  they  bcliuvu  in  this  t  Why  are 
they  blottod  from  the  taiads  and  henrta  of  tliuir  TtUtivue,  if. 
fMitiiin)'«o[iiutimMiiiipiM:n,  they  intermiLn^' with  thostmngert 
If  thoy  hiivu  iii>  sjiirituul  nspoosibility,  uo  claim,  do  port  ia 
tho  Uw  of  Uoil,  wiiy  tiiiotild  they  bo  blamad.  nnd  ahuDncd,  iC 
they  dcsvrt  it  for  another  {  But  it  in  idle  to  follow  the  aiga- 
mcDt  furllicr.  The  oharso  ia  cither  oJtu^ctlicr  ttAse,  or  hasd 
OD  aucb  oontnuliotoiy  anif  grouDtllcss  rvpurt,  iw  to  remlcr  it  of 
Utile  coRM.Hiucnc«^8avo  its  it  affects  us  in  the  eyes  of  tltoac  who 
Qphokl,  thut  till  Chriatiatiity  wa^  protnul^att-d.  wwaaD  kncv 
not  hvr  onu  statioD,  either  towarda  God  or  huid. 

Simply  to  deny  this  assertioo,  to  eiErm,  that  iiist«ad  of 
dfttmuin^  and  enslaving,  the  Jewish  law  exalted,  protected, 
ua  provided  for  woman  teaching  her  to  look  up  to  God,  not 
u  s  sovcro  Maetot  and  awful  Jadge,  but  as  her  Father,  her 
Defeader,  her  DeliTerer  when  oppresMd,  her  Witne^  in  times 
of  lalse  accuaation,  her  ConsLtler  and  Protector  when  btherlcas, 
widowed — aye,  as  the  tender  and  loving  Sovereign,  who  spared 
the  young  bride  the  anguish  of  separation  from  ner  beloved— 
merely  to  afEtm,  that  with  such  laws  woman  was  equally  a 
subject  of  divine  love  aa  she  is  now,  would  uot  avail  oa  much. 
The  women  of  Israel  luuut  theiniwlvea  ariw,  and  prove  tha 
truth  of  what  we  urge^by  thuir  own  conduct^  tneir  own 
belief,  their  own  eirtr-actini;  and  evur^inllueticin^  religion, 
prove  witliout  doubt  or  question  tliat  we  need  not  Christianity 
to  teach  us  our  miHuon — prove  tlut  our  duties,  our  privileges, 
were  anigned  us  from  the  very  bivianiuK  of  the  world,  coo- 
firm«d  by  that  law  to  which  vr«  stul  adhere,  and  will  adhere 
for  ever,  and  manifcetod  by  the  whole  hietory  of  tho  Bible. 

A  new  era  is  dawning  fur  us.  Fentecution  and  intolerance 
have  in  ea  many  Lands  ceased  to  predominate,  that  Israel  may 
«K0  more  breathe  in  Greedom  ;  the  Uw  need  no  longer  bo 
preached  in  darknees,  and  obeyed  in  secret ;  the  voice  of  man 
need  no  longer  be  the  vehicle  of  instruction  from  father  to  son, 
uaeoBieioa&rr  mingling  with  it  human  opinions,  till  thoao 
opinions  could  scarcely  ba  severed  Irom  the  word  of  God,  and 
l^  degrees  ao  <LiDined  its  lustre  as  to  render  its  comprehennon 
an  obscure  and  painful  task.  This  need  no  longer  be.  The 
Bible  may  be  pcriiwd  tn  freedom ;  the  law  may  be  publicly 
explained  and  ^lUiiched  to  all  who  will  attend.  A  aj>irit  of 
inquiry,  of  patriotism,  of  eamestneas  in  seeking  to  know  the 
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Lord,  snd  ober  ^^^  according  to  HU  word,  is  ifiilBflhif  qp 

in  lieu  of  the  sUigaiAmg  duknesa,  the  appalling  indiffennoe, 
nbicb  had  teiguea  so  long.  Penseoulion  never  decroosed  our 
ommbera.  Aa  the  bush,  whiok  biimed  without  consuming,  so 
was  Isnel  in  those  blooa-red  ageii  of  intoleranoe  and  butoluerj. 
In  the  very  heart  of  the  moat  catholic  kingdom — auunoit 
her  senate,  her  warriora,  her  artiaans — aye,  even  her  moiiln 
and  clergy^ — Jud&iam  lurked  oncotuumea  by  the  fires  ever 
buniiiit;  an>uiid.  Tlie  sriirit  was  erer  awake  and  active,  ready 
to  eodure  martyrdom,  out  not  to  forswear  that  Qod  whose 
witnesses  they  wec«.  PerKeouttou  was  a  ermt  i»  our  Hiittory : 
proqwrity  the  Te«M:tioa ;  and  fVom  tlut  reaction  the  natural 
oonieqaence  was  the  g^nal  risi;,  growth,  and  influeoce  of 
icdiiference.  ludiflTcrenct,  however,  lia^  but  its  appointed 
toot ;  and  Israel  is  qmnging  up  onuc  more  tlu  stronger, 
noblor,  more  spiritually  enlightened,  fntm  the  Iodk  aod  wave- 
lets sloop.  Free  to  assert  thdr  right  oh  inimnrtur children  of 
the  livins  Qod,  let  not  the  women  of  Israel  be  bnckward  in 
proving  tnoy,  too,  have  a  Rock  of  Strcneth,  a  Refuge  of  Love; 
that  they,  too,  have  a  station  to  uphold,  and  a  "miBsion"  to 
perform,  not  alone  as  daucht«rs,  wiv^^,  and  mothers,  but  aa 
witnesses  of  that  faith  Which  first  raised,  cheriahod,  and 
defended  them— witoesees  of  tliat  God  who  has  called  them 
His,  and  who  has  so  repeatedly  satictitied  the  emotions  peculiar 
to  their  sex,  by  graciously  comparing  the  love  He  bears  us,  as 
yet  deeijer  than  a  mother's  lor  her  chiUi,  a  wife's  for  her 
nusband,  baring  con)|iD£sion  on  Him  iieopic,  ason  "a  woman 
forsaken  and  fftieved  in  spirit."  "Oau  a  womtin  forget  her 
Slicking  child,  that  she  should  not  have  ci^mpajaion  on  the  son 
of  her  travail ;  yea,  she  may  forfiwt,  y«t  will  1  not  forget  thee." 
"As  a  mother Gomforteth  her  children,  to  will  I  comfort  thea" 

Were  not  tlieae  relations  holy  and  sanctified  in  tlie  ai]tlit  of 
the  Lord,  would  He  use  them  as  figurative  of  Hislong<sufl'i.*ring 
love )  Many  terms  similar  to  those  above  quoted,  prove 
without  a  shadow  of  doubt,  tbe  tender  compasuon  witli  whiol) 
He  n^rdcd  woman  long  before  He  used  such  terms  to  fisuru 
His  oomposuonating  lovo  toward  Israel,  when  unfulnuss  ciuled 
forth  His  long-avortod  wrath. 

Let  us,  then,  endeavour  to  convince  the  nations  of  the  high 
privileges  we  enjo^,  in  common  with  our  falhen,  brotbeie,  and 
nusliands,  as  the  fiistbom  of  the  Lord,  by  the  peculiar  sanctity, 
spirituality,  and  inexpreaable  consohition  of  our  belief.  Let 
us  not,  as  women  of  Israel,  be  content  with  the  mere  perform 
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«oc«  of  domeetic,  sooiftl.  Bod  iodividual  dntiw,  but  Tiriiy  and 
lixbten  them  by  thg  raya  of  otvrual  Invo  and  immortal  liopt^ 
which  beam  upon  us  from  tbu  pages  of  the  Bible.  A  r«ligioQ 
of  love  is  indeed  ncc«.miy  to  woman,  yet  more  so  than  to 
mftn.  Even  ia  her  happiest  lot  there  mnat  be  a  Totd  in  hex 
hMrt,  which  ever-acting  piety  alone  can  fill;  and  to  her  whove 
portion  in  to  &afler,  whoee  lot  is  tonety.  0  what  inii^ry  mnxt  bu 
atm,  unlew)  she  cao  lean  upou  her  God,  and  dniw  froiii  Hla 
wonl  th«  blcsied  oonviction  that  His  lore.  His  ttimUrrue.^!,  aro 
hen,  far  beyond  the  feeble  conception  of  earth ;  and  th»t 
what«ror«he  may  endiirt:,  however  unknown  to  or  ncorned  by 
Dan.  it  is  known  to  Hiiu  who  smites  but  in  love,  and  has 
toercy  even  whil«  He  smitML 

To'  TcaliM  this  blesMd  conviction,  the  Bible  must  boconu 
indeed  the  book  of  life  to  the  fvotale  deacAudaots  of  that 
nation  whoso  earliest  history  it  so  vividly  records;  and  be 
nsurded,  not  as  a  merely  political  or  religious  history,  but  as 
the  voice  of  God  speaking  to  each  individual,  giving  strengtii 
to  tlie  weak,  ciia<nin^ement  to  the  desponding,  endurance  to 
tlic  pottient,  justice  to  the  wronged,  and  consotation  un^ieak- 
•ble  as  unmeasurable  to  the  a&Ucted  and  the  mourner.  Du  we 
need  love  ?  We  sbaJl  find  innumerable  verses  telling  us,  tliat 
the  Lord  Himself  proclaimed  Ilia  attribute  as  "  merciful  and 
sraciou^  long-^uflering,  abundant  in  goodness  and  tnitb. 
Keeping  mercy  for  thousands,  forgiving  ininujty  and  din;" 
that  "m  high  as  the  Heaven  is  above  the  eartn  logmt  is  Hit 
mvKy.  extending  from  everlasting  to  everlasting.  We  have 
but  to  read  those  ftppeals  of  the  Internal  to  Israel,  aliln  in 
Jeremiah  and  Isaiab,  and  many  of  the  minor  prophet»— and 
if  oar  hearts  be  not  stooi^  they  mutt  melt  bvlore  such  com- 
pasaonating  love,  sueh  appealing  tenderness,  and  feel  we 
cannot  be  lonely,  cannot  be  uolovod,  while  snch  deep,  change- 
lees  love  is  oure.  Do  we  med  eyupathv  ?  Shall  we  not  find 
it  in  words  similar  to  these,  "  In  all  taeir  nfllictions  He  was 
afflicted,  and  th«  Angel  of  His  presence  Hkved  tbem.  In  His 
love  and  in  His  pity  Tic  rodi-cmcd  them,  and  He  bare  theu, 
and  oarried  them  all  the  days  of  old."  Do  we  need  patieoH 
and  STrength  ?  Shall  we  not  exercise  it  when  we  have  tlie 
precious  promise,  "  Wait  on  tbe  Lord,  be  of  good  courage, 
anil  He  shall  strengthen  thine  heart  V  Shall  we  droop  and 
grievo  beni^.uh  thewronKS  and  false  judgmentd  of  short-aighted 
nan,  when  wu  are  tuld  the  ways  of  God  are  not  those  of  nuui 
—that  Ills  kitowetli  our  frame,  and  readuth  our  tliougbid 
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that  not  a  bodilf  ot  meatal  pang  is  onta  which  Me  <locs  not 
Ieuow  and  compassioiute— Aye,  and  in  Ilia  onm  good  time  will 
henl? 

To  tlirow  tooetber  all  thow  veniej  which  confirm  nnd  prove 
the  loTinff*teaaerDeas  honxa  f^watd-t  uh  Viy  the  Klenutl,  inwld 
be  All  endle«<  and  a  iiBe)«u  task.  We  can  but  point  to  tliat 
ovur-lluwing  fount  of  healing  watem.  And  attnn  those  who 
bav«  oooc  really  tasted,  and  will  persovera  in  tlie  Iwavcnly 
dinught,  that  it  will  never  fail  them,  never  change  iu  propi.>rtic8, 
but  each  vear  sink  deeper  and  deeper  into  their  souls,  till  at 
length  it  Mcomcs  indcM  ail  they  need  ;  and  thoy  thonuclvee 
will  cling  to  it,  despite  of  occaAiuiial  donbt  ami  darknon, 
insoparaue  from  our  ooula  while  deniwDS  of  earth. 

Mor  a  it  oulv  tbo  vci^cs  c'>iitiuniiig  sacfa  grouous  promisee 
which  will  yield  us  comfort  and  aanstonoe.  We  miq' glean  the 
glad  tidings  of  Etenml  Love  from  the  tnographies  and  narra- 
tives witii  which  tho  sacrod  hook  abounds — there  may  be  Bom* 
meek  and  lowlv  spirits  amongst  the  female  youth  of  Israel, 
who  would  gladly  clasp  the  strength  and  ^idance  whicJi  we 
proffer  them  from  the  Bible,  could  they  behtsve  that  God,  the 
great,  the  almighty,  the  tremendous  and  awful  B^ng  (as  whidi 
they  hare  perhaps  been  accustomed  to  regard  Hiio)  can  have 
love  and  pity  for  themselves,  or  give  comfort  and  aid  in  tnals, 
which  appear  even  too  trivial  to  ask  or  to  excite  the  sympathy 
of  man.  We  would  lead  them  to  look  earnestly  and  beliovingly 
into  the  history  of  avery  woman  in  the  Bible,  and  trace  then 
tb«  influcnoc  of  God's  holy  and  coinpasuonating  love;  We  aro 
not  indeed  placed  as  the  women  of  Israel  before  tneirdispeniion, 
or  an  the  wives  of  the  patriarchs  before  tlie  law  was  gtren^  yet 
their  God  is  our  God.  It  wn«not  toaraoc  so  perfect,  so  gifted, 
HO  hallowed,  SB  to  bo  free  from  all  the  present  faults  and  fuUngs 
of  the  sex  that  the  Lerd  vouchsafed  His  love.  No,  it  vras  to 
woman,  even  as  vhe  is  now.  The  women  of  the  Bible  axe  but 
mirrors  of  ouiselvca.  And  if  the  Eternal,  in  His  infinite 
mercy,  extended  love,  oompassiun,  forbearance,  and  forgiveness 
unto  utem,  we  may  believe  He  extends  them  equally  unto  us, 
and  draw  comfort  and  cDc^ur^ement  and  faith  from  the 
bio^Taphies  wo  read. 

Ill  a  work  entitled  "  The  Women  of  Israel,"  some  apology, 
iierhajw,  ia  necessary  for  commeccing  with  the  wivea  of  the 
Fatriarohii,  who  may  not  lay  claim  to  such  holy  aj>jiellatio». 
Yet,  as  the  chotieu  and  beloved  jiartners  of  tbo-e  favoured  of 
^lod,  from  whom  Israel  traces  bis  descent,  and  for  the  sake  of 


IKtH0DUcn05.  I 

whose  Coith  uhI  righteouuieAs,  vn  mm  selectod  nnd  eliOMn  as 
ft  peculiar  i>eoi>le,  uid  the  law  given  to  be  our  gnida  through 
earth  to  heaven,  we  cannot  ooosider  oar  btst^rj  oomplet« 
irithoattbem;  more  Mttioulariy  as  tlutir  lives  are  w  intiiDalely 
bteoded  with  their  hmbandit';  and  that  in  them,  even  yv% 
more  vividlj'  than  at  »  latv r  period,  wc  maj'  trooe  the  Lonl^ 
deolingii  with  Hi«  female  ohiMrvn,  and  derive  from  thom  alike 
wariiiii)!  and  Kii{i]>iirt. 

Eve,  indued,  iiia>'  not  have  such  national  claim  :  but  If  we 
believe  that  her  history,  as  every  other  part  of  Gi-nesis,  was 
penned  by  thv  same  inspired  lawgiver — that  Mows  recorded 
only  that  which  had  bcoii— ne  thtiO  find  much,  indeed,  te 
repay  as  for  lingering  awhile  on  her  character  and  life.  To  the 
Boepticism,  the  cavils,  the  doubts,  and  (but  too  often  unhappily) 
the  direct  nnbclicf  in  the  Mosaic  account  of  the  first  di8ol}&. 
dience  of  tuAn,  wo  give  no  heed  whatever.  We  most  either 
believe  in  the  Pentateuch  or  deny  it  There  can  be  no  inter- 
mediate path.  The  whole  must  be  tnio  or  none.  It  is  not 
beeaase  much  may  appear  ol»cure,  or  even  oontradietory  in 
tfae  aacced  mutative,  that  we  are  to  pronounce  it  fi^w,  or 
mystify  and  poetise  it  as  an  allegory. 

We  are  simj>ly  to  believe,  and  endeavour  to  aot  on  that 
belief.  So  mitch  is  there  ever  [winnK  around  us  that  we 
cantiot  solve ;  <>nr  thoughts,  in  their  fattheit  flight,  are  so  soon 
ciierkcd,  can  penetrate  so  little  into  the  wonders  of  man  and 
nature,  that  it  ap])c«n  cxtmordiiuuy  how  man  can  doubt  and 
deny,  because  he  cannot  understand.  In  this  caM,  however — 
the  li^tory  of  Evc~-truth  ta  so  simple  and  clear,  that  wo  know 
not  how  it  can  supply  siicb  nn  endless  fund  of  argument  and 
doubi  To  n.-mov<i  this  groundless  disbelief,  to  cridcavmir  to 
render  the  narrative  clear  and  simple  to  the  female  youth  of 
Israel,  and,  even  thrDUj;;h  Eve's  sad  yet  consoling  history,  to 
prove  to  them  the  deep  love  borne  towarda  us  ftom  the  vciy 
first  of  our  creation  by  our  gracioua  God,  must  be  our  apolojnrt 
if  apolo^  be  needed,  for  commeociiijj  a  work  entitled  "  To* 
Women  of  Israel,"  uilli  oar  genetal  mother. 

Beginning,  then,  bnm  tlu  very  beginninK.  some  degree  of 
order  is  requiHite  in  the  arrangement  ni  our  subject.  Our  aim 
being  to  evince  to  the  nations  and  to  our  own  hearts,  the  privi- 
hlgea,  alike  tonpoml  and  etena],  which  were  onn  firon  the  very 
commeaoement— to  prove  that  we  have  no  need  of  Ohitstianity, 
or  the  exainitli-n  of  the  female.^  in  tlie  Gospel,  to  ruse  us  to  an 
equality  with  man — to  demoustrato  our  dutiei^  and  aecate  ni 
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MnwUtioo  here,  or  salvation  hereafter — tbo  word  of  God 
ntiat  be  alike  our  gnmnd-vorlc  snd  our  guide.  Prom  the  paat 
histoT7  wliich  that  uoening  guide  preaentA,  our  pr<»wQt  dutieB 
aod  Teeponnbilitiei,  and  our  future  dc«tiiiy  will  alike  be 
revealed.  In  a  simple  Inc^phy,  encU  life  is  a  sufficieot 
divuion ;  but,  with  tlie  exception  of  the  wives  of  ^e  patriarcha 
and  one  or  two  mnte,  we  liave  iwarccly  suffiei«Dt  notice  of 
iadiyiduoli  to  iilnstnto  our  dcatgn  b}' regarding  them  Eq)aintely 
Then  appear,  tlkerefoK,  aevcn  penods  in  the  hiatory  of  tot 
woneo  ol  Iiirwl,  which  demand  nur  attention. 

Fint  Period  —  the  Wirw  of  tbs  Palriuelu,  isolDdSng  Bra,  San^ 
Rsbaeok.  Le«b,  and  lUohel. 

tSaoond  P(riad~tli*  Exoduv  »xl  ^  I**  ooatld«r*d  m  affaotiag  tba 
«aiidltloli,  aiirj  otUl>litIiiii|[  tlia  (irivilal^  of  wuineii. 

Third  i*orlurl — Wuiiien  (if  I»r»el  btlwiwpi  Ilia  i>iUbli>bmant  of  tha  law 
and  Ihe  aiiUinrily  iif  tha  Kliiya,  coinjirifing  tkvtobu  of  Mimm,  Deborah, 
ths  (rifv  of  M&Ii'aIi.  NiMimi,  and  Hannah. 

Fourlli  Pcriird— WoiRien  of  l*ra«l  duriiic  tba  coDtioaatioii  of  tbs  King- 
doED,  oamprlsiiig,  among  othor  akatolMS,  Miehal,  Abigail,  tlic  ShunaouDit^ 
ud  Iluldoh. 

FlfUi  rerlod— BabTloniA  CnptiTity,  induding  the  life  of  Eitber. 

Slitb  rariod— tbe  War  and  Dlaperdon,  and  Urnir  d(TdoW  va  the  Cundltton 
Miit  IVvUaGM  d(  Women  In  luael. 

S«T*tilh  rariod — ^Waiaao  of  larael  la  Ihe  PrMBUt  tliiia^  a*  iiitluenoad  bf 
tba  hlatery  of  the  Patt. 

For  five  of  tlioie  periodic  then,  wc  iierocive  the  Word  of 
God  can  be  our  only  ^uide;  an<I  tikii  at  ouoe  marks  onr 
history  as  Macred.  not  [trafuDe.      If,  therefore,  there  should  be 

Earts  which   re«;inl>le  more  a  rcli^ioug  e'wty  tliau   female 
ingraphy,  we  reply,  that  to  iuculcaU-  n;Iigioii,  the  vital  spirit 
of  religion,  is  the  sole  iiitentioD  of  thvAe  pages. 

We  wish  to  tnftuc  the  spirit  of  tnith  and  patriotism,  of 
nationality,  and  yet  uf  iiiiiver^  love,  iuto  the  liuarta  of  the 

{'i>uiiK  dauglitem  of  Isrucl ;  and  wo  know  of  no  means  mora 
ikely,  under  the  Divine  blaaaiig,  to  accomplish  tliiii,  than  to 
briiiK  before  them,  as  rividly  and  engngiii^ly  as  we  cj.n,  t)ie 
never-etidiug  love,  the  compassionating  tenderness,  thv  un- 
chaii>;iMg  sympathy,  alike  in  our  jovs  and  in  our  sorrows 
21:111  it  eaied  by  the  internal  bo  touuuigly  and  Bimnly  in  thi 
history  of  our  female  ancestors — to  lead  them  to  Know  Hin 
and  love  Him,  not  only  through  the  rei)eated  promises,  but 
through  the  narratives  of  Uis  word,  and  to  gloiy  to  tho»e  high 
Dri*il«ma  which,  as  children,  retainers  and  promulgators  of 
His  b^y  law,  are  ouis,  over  and  above  every  other  natitm, 
past  or  prewnt,  in  the  history  of  the  world  ! 
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EVB. 

TiiB  last  and  mightiest  work  of  creatioQ  vru  eoini>Iet«d.  "Uaa, 
in  faisaxigclic  aod  iium  irul  beaotj',  stood  erect  and  perfeot, 
fcedi  from  the  liiind  of  )ii:  Creator ;  lord  and  po^aetBor  of  tho 
nnr  formed  world.  Tinni;,'})  formed  of  the  dust,  earth  hod 
nut,  u  in  the  case  of  tlie  iuferior  anim&ls,  brought  bim  forth. 
DcslJned  from  the  first  to  be  made  in  the  image  of  God,  tiukt 
is,  to  po»e«a  an  em&uatiou  of  tlie  spiritual  eneoc^  ud  80 
becoDH  « living  aud  immortal  soul — the  shriite  of  to  glorioua 
a  posMctioD  wa3  created  by  God  hinueir.  "  And  God  crtttod 
him,"  He  did  not  "  call  hun  fortL" 

For  taui,  the  beautiful  crutioii  alrMMily  irrought,  waa  not 
sufficient ;  and  "  Hl-  planted  a  garden  eju>twam  in  Eden, 
filliu);  it  with  vvlt]'  trve  tltitt  was  pleiwant  for  the  sight,  aaa 
goi>d  for  food" — aiiinutu  aud  iiiaiiimate  crtAtioo  Drought 
together  by  tliu  Etenisl  in  one  beautiful  and  perfect  nhole. 
Nur  was  tins  all :  cudoncd  with  capalulitics  of  love,  happinen, 
and  wisdom,  as  much  above  tlie  othiT  animaU  aa  the  angelit 
nature  is  to  man,  still  he  needed  more  for  the  perfection  of 
his  felicity ;  and  God  in  his  infinite  mercy  ^ovided  for  thai 
vanL 

f^t  is  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone,"  the  Et«nial  eaid  ;  "1 
will  make  him  a  help  meet  for  bim."  And  therefore  woota 
va«  ciuated,  and  brought  anto  man,  who  received  ber  aa  tJta 
Etenial  in  His  mercy  had  ordained,  a  being  beloved  abore  all 
othen,  wboee  gentler  qualities  and  cii<)earing  sym])&th;r  ibould 
hA«u  his  rou^i«r  lum  prouder  uaturv,  and  "  help"  bim  in  iU 
^nge  "  meet '  fur  an  immortal  bejii^ 
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IS  TUK  iroHEX  OP  ISUSL. 

Tlic  whole  orefttion  bad  bad  its  origin  in  tliat  Omni6o  Lor* 
which  OJtBATBD  to  Kn'JOT — catted  out  of  darkt!(»s  and  cHftos  a 
world  tccmiiig  with  lil'e  and  beauty,  that  inimmeralilv  oourow 
of  hitppinrw  miKht  spriiiff  forth  from  wliat  liad  bofor«  boi-n 
nought ;  but  tc<iiiiiii)'m  creation  vitg  a  •till  ^rcAtcr  nanifcsUt- 
tiou  of  love  thim  all  which  had  aooe  betore  it.  Slie  was 
created,  not  onlj-  to  feel  ha)>]>i[iei8  berself,  but  to  maka  it  for 
etA«r»;  and  if  that  wns  tii«  deaign  of  her  cxisti-nce  in  Eilcn, 
bow  deeply  Khotihl  wo  feel  the  solemn  truth,  that  it  is  equally 
so  uow ;  and  tliat  woman  hns  a  higher  and  holier  musion  than 
the  mere  pursuit  of  ploasure  and  indiridual  enjoyment ;  that 
to  flutter  through  life  without  one  serious  tliought  or  aim, 
without  a  dream  beyond  the  present  moment,  without  a 
fbeting  higher  than  t«mpoTal  gratification,  or  an  o^iration 
rising  Deyond  this  world,  can  ncTcr  answer  the  purpose  of  tier 
divinti  creation,  or  make  her  a  help  meet  for  man.  Nor  is  it 
to  wives  only  thia  privilege  is  accorded.  Motlier  or  sister, 
each  has  equally  her  apjiointod  duty — to  endeavour  so  to  help 
and  infiuence  man.  that  ber  more  spiritual  and  noseltisri 
nature  «halt  graduatty  be  in&sed  into  him,  and,  raising  him 
above  mere  worldly  thought  and  sensual  pleasures,  compel 
him  to  feel  that  it  is  not  indeed  "  good  for  man  to  be  alone," 
but  that  woman  may  still  fulfil  the  offices  of  help  and  love  for 
which  alone  she  was  created. 

Although  the  Mosaic  record  of  man's  residence  in  Paradise 
is  uounifully  brief,  ne  have  sufficient  scriptural  autliority  for 
lingering  a  hltle  while  on  Eve'.i  innocent  career.  Placed  in  a 
garden  with  evtry  cupabilily  of  felicity  within  heiMlf— nature, 
mcdiljition,  commune  with  the  Almighty  in  thanksgiving,  or 
with  Him  direct,  through  the  Voice  which  revealed  the 
invii>Ible  pTcsence,  the  sweet  bl(«ed  intercourBu  of  kindred 
spirits,  springmg  from  the  lore  she  bore  to  and  rcceiveil  from, 
her  huslHin<l, — simple  and  imperfect  u  sucli  sources  of  cmoy- 
nicnt  may  appear,  they  were  more  exquisite,  more  perfect,  tliav 
wc  can  dream  of  now. 

The  spirit  wliich  God  had  breathed  within  man  when  ho 
became  a  living  soul,  was  the  likeness  or  image  of  God  in 
which  *'  nude  Ho  mau  ;"  aud  this  spirit  or  essence,  enabled 
both  Adam  and  Eve  to  oommuue  in  close  and  beatified  inter- 
couiM  with  the  gloried  Creator  whence  tliat  essence  spmn^^ 
No  BIO  could  fling  its  dark  shade  between  the  aoul  and  its 
God :  and  so  deaden  spiritual  joy.     Nought  of  doubt  could 
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stagnate  the  lore  which  must  b&v«  been  exciud  tn  their  heart* 
towards  tbcir  Father  and  their  God.  All  aivuiid  and  witim 
them  bore  sach  iiiiprctw  of  His  hand,  ba  to  exctu  nought  bat 
grnlitude  and  devotion.  If  evoo  now,  when  once  we  h»vt 
le&Wwd  the  love  of  God  And  submission  to  His  will — when 
oncx)  w«  can  so  jiut  our  trust  in  Him  as  to  give  Him,  "  all  our 
heart,"  and  come  to  Him  in  sorrow  aiitl  in  j<<y,  conrinced  that 
be  knows  and  Invcs  ua  bctt«r  than  oursclTes — we  Mperience  a 
penoe,  «  blcseodnes  no  oarthljr  tempests  can  remove;  hov 
tbric«  blessed  must  liavo  been  uie  felicity  of  Eve  ! 

Apart  from  the  epirit  vrhich  the  Eiorual  gave  to  lead  man 
to  Himftelf,  wa*  the  Misi)  which  opened  to  the  creatorea  formed 
in  Ilis  image  the  inexhaoetibie  resources  of  wisdom,  imagina- 
tion, kiMJirled^e — all  that  oould  create  the  higher  kind  of 
ha]>pineM,  which  is  sjmoaymoua  with  mental  joy.  Sources  of 
what  is  now  termed  wisdoui,  that  of  book^  aud  man,  ware 
indeed  tmknovD  to  oar  first  oarent^  ;  nor  did  they  need  thm. 
In  the  wondetB  of  creation  tlie  tree,  the  herb,  the  flnwer,  tba 
guahing  riTers,  the  breezy  winds ;  nay,  from  the  mighty  form 
of  the  largest  boasta,  to  the  structure  of  the  tiniest  leaf ;  Uie 
flow  of  tlie  rirer  to  the  globule  ci"  tlie  <lfw,  which  watered  tho 
face  of  th«  whole  earth,  tlicre  was  enough  to  cjccit«  and  satisiy 
their  mental  ))-iwen ;  'enongh  to  cxcito  omoUons  alike  of 
won<ler  and  adoration.  Their  conimune  with  the  ongelio 
inc8!»cnge»  of  thiir  benevolent  Creator,  their  tidings  of 
Heaven  and  its  hosts,  mn»t  have  excited  the  highest  and 

[ximt    ^eanires  of   ima^iiatioD,    nnd   so    divemGod    and 
ightencd  the  mental  exercises  of  wisdom,  whicli  the  palpable 
and  vi«abie  olyecta  of  creation  so  contjniinlly  call  forth. 

Nur  Wiis  spiritual  and  mental  felicity  the  only  portion  of 
Eve — the  aSections,  the  impulaes  of  tlie  heart,  fmh  from  the 
Cicatiiig  Hand  of  Love,  had  full  pl/iy — created,  as  the  ner- 
fecling  litiihh  to  man's  hnppiiietis,  beholding  him,  the  lord  of 
all  on  which  she  gaxed — earth  formed  to  yield  him  her  fruits 
— wat«r  and  ur,  to  noiU:  for  Ids  refre^hmeut — every  aiuitial 
obeying  his  authority — int^tiuctivelr  feeling,  too  the  mighty 
power  of  his  intellect,  the  strength  of  his  mina  and  ftaxae, 
the  deepest  rBToronco  must  have  mingled  with,  and  so  perw 
fected,  her  love.  Nor  would  this  acknowledgment  tend  to 
de};:rade  woman  in  the  scale  of  creation.  Formed,  like  man, 
in  Uie  immortal  Ukeness  of  the  Iiord,  she  was  liis  equal  in  bis 
fttpoiisabilitiea  towards  God,  and  in  the  can  of  his  creatures : 
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endowed  &]uaUy  with  man,  tnit  ttifitmitlt/  aa  to  tke  nature  of 
tbOBO  endowmenU.  fnis  miasion  wait  to  protect,  and  guide, 
ud  hBT*  dominion — here  to  snothe,  blem,  penuide  to  riglity 
•nd  "  hel^  "  ID  ^  things  "  meet "  for  immortal  beinf^ 

Tlio  cnstenee  of  Gve,  then,  in  her  innocenoe,  vas,  in  • 
word,  an  existence  of  love — love  towanis  God,  and  nature,  and 
man,  which  none  of  the  infinnitie;  of  our  present  state  could 
cloud  or  interrupt.  Do  we  eiT.  then,  in  sajing  that,  even  in 
the  brief  record  of  Scripture,  we  have  eufficient  authority  for 
deliiiciitiiig  the  felicity  of  our  tirat  parenta  in  Eden  ?  And 
will  it  not  demonstrato  appoalingiy  to  us,  th^tee  pleasures  which 
God  Himwlf  ordniuc<l,  and  which  even  now,  might  so  bo  cul- 
tivated 08  to  bring  us  happiness,  aa  infinitely  superior  to  ths 
amnsemcntB,  so  called,  as  innocence  is  to  sin  ? 

fiat  beautiful  na  is  this  picture,  we  mnst  tarn  from  it  to 
consider  feeling  and  CTents  of  a  sadly  diSereiit  nature.  Id 
the  most  conspicunus  part  of  Paradbe,  the  Eternal  had  called 
forth  two  trees,  diBcring  in  their  magnificence,  perhaps  in  the 
balo  with  which  they  may  have  been  eaturcled  as  peculiar 
witne^es  of  their  Creator^  from  every  other  in  the  garden. 
They  were  the  Tree  of  Life  and  the  Tree  of  Enowledge.  Of 
the  6nt  bo  little  is  known,  that  we  are  justified  in  supposing 
the  intention  of  its  existence  was  frustrated  by  tne  dis- 
obedience of  man  ;  a  conjcctun;  foundt-d  on  the  solemn  fact, 
tiiat  as  the  Lord  created  not  one  thin^  in  vain,  that  tree  mturt 
also  have  had  its  use  and  intention,  and  from  the  words  which 
folkiw  at  a  later  period.  "  Ltat  man  put  forth  his  band,  and 
take  also  of  the  tree  of  life,  and  eat  and  live  for  ever,"  we  are 
quite  authorised  to  suppose  it  poseessed  some  qualities  yet 
miclitier  tliun  tlie  Tree  of  Kriowledp;,  with  which  its  taste 
would  have  n'li'ii-il  matt,  had  he  not  hv  rebellion  frustrated  the 
bon«hceot  design  of  his  Crrator,  and  forfeited  the  privileges 
which  might  U&ve  been  hia  own. 

Of  the  Tree  of  Knowledge,  its  intention  and  it«  uses,  we 
have  sulficicnt  information.  The  Eternal  knew  the  nature  of 
theereatnrea  He  lukd  fonned  :  tiiat  it  wait  but  an  ciisy  nod 
slender  trial  of  obedience  and  of  love,  if  they  had  ini  tempta- 
tion to  rebel  or  disobey.  Tliough  subject  to  Ilia  8way,  though 
deriving  existence  from  His  hand,  and  enjoying  life  and  all 
its  varied  sources  of  felicity  from  the  same  inhnitv  love,  yet 
Uie  Eternal  in  His  wistlom  and  His  justice,  had  codowed  them 
with  the  power  of  frcc-wiU,  of  listening  to  anil  following,  or 
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etniggling  witlt  aod  conqui'rio^,  the  seed*  of  comiptinn,  trliioh 
from  thnr  euthly  sbcU  were  mhcniit,  though  tut  Y<rt  Icept  lo 
oonipl«t«l7  under  subjection  from  the  divine  anu  ptiritying; 
nature  of  th«  Mnil,  tlukt,  until  he  wim  tried,  mim  hiin^vlf  wu 
scmclj  MUfflUe  of  their  exi^tcaoo.  To  )iavi;  fnianlcd  jinlDtiisly 
from  every  tciDptotian— to  hftvc  surToiinde'I liim  witli  nouglit 
but  sourcM  of  plcASiire  and  enjoyment,  Hiid  so  called  forth 
only  tlie  grfttcfui  uid  adoring  fitculties  of  tlio  spirit,  iron  not 
scoordinz  to  tluit  divine  luid  perfect  economy  of  love  and 
justice  wliieh  chitroctcriiwd  the  dt^lin^  of  the  Creator  nitli  hi» 
crMtDTM.  It  iras  deeper,  deucr  love,  to  pennil  mui  to  win 
hie  immortAlity,  Ids  etenial  innocence,  tluu  to  bcetow  tli<-in 
npoo  him  unsotight,  and,  tben-forc,  little  valued.  They  could 
be  guilty  of  no  crime,  in  the  world's  parlance  so  termed. 
They  were  the  sole  poaussors  of  the  newfy-crcatcd  enrth  :  in 
daily  commune  with  their  Creator,  and  tncrcforc  in  neitlier 
idoUtr}',  blasphemy,  Sabbat  li-brraldng,  dishonoanng  of  parents 
murder,  ndultery,  theft,  fiLlse-nttQe8&,  or  oovetousntss,  oould 
tbeysin.  God  know  that  all  the  crimes  which  mi'^At  devaetato 
the  earth  would  tnirinc  from  one  alone,  pisobedixxcb  ;  aod 
therefore  was  it  tfuit  rlis  infinite  wisdom  ordained  that  the 
trial  of  man's  love,  and  faith,  and  virboe,  should  simply  be, 
obedience  to  his  nill. 

"  And  the  Lord  God  commanded  the  man,  saying.  Of  every 
tree  of  the  garden  thou  mayst  freely  eat ;  but  of  the  tree  of 
the  knowledge  of  the  good  and  evil  thon  shalt  not  eut ;  for  in 
the  day  that  thou  cslcst  thereof,  thon  shalt  snrvly  die." 
Whether  this  threatened  chastisement  was  roU-d  in  nijttery, 
or  that  Adam  had  beheld  death  in  the  inferior  animali*  (lor 
Holy  Writ  gives  no  authority  for  believing  that  even  tliey 
knew  not  death  till  after  the  fall),  and  so  coukl  have  mnnt 
idea  of  what  he  would  become,  even  as  a  clod  of  the  earth, 
if  he  disobeyed,  we  may  not  here  determine ;  siiOice  it,  that 
tiic  Eternal  was  too  merciful,  too  just,  to  threiiti^'ii  hiA  creature 
with  a  chastisement  for  iliaobodicnce  which  he  could  not  com- 
pnheod. 

Beautiful  to  lonk  upon,  and  exqnidte  in  its  fra^nce,  we 
majr  imagine  the  Tree  of  Knowledge  extending  ita  rwh  foliage 
aad  tempting  fruit  in  the  moHt  oontpicnous  part  of  tlic  garden, 
no  doubt  frequently  attracting  the  admiration  of  Adam  ana 
Bve,  perhaps  exciting  wishes  which  the  spirit  within  them 
bad  as  yet  power  eS'octually  to  banish,  or  entirely  to  subdue. 
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AtoM,  B&pTOt«ct«(l  br  Ihu  etcmcr,  Gnoct  qn&Iities  of  her 
husbwcl.  Eve  lutd  wnllcecl  forth,  aecure  in  her  iuDucuncc,  in 
the  cousciousuoM  of  love  liiifvriiig  within,  tind  all  around  het; 
— the  ymaa  nxiimah  gambolinjt  iibout  hvr,  calling  forth  her 
oonaws  auu  h«r  smile— tlie  little  birJg  springing  fntui  tree  to 
tree  in  joyoua  greeting,  or  aeatling  in  her  huauiu  without  one 
tuudi  ui  fc-Ar — the  gorgeoiu)  floweis,  in  all  their  glowing  robi« 
uid  exqiii»ite  fragrance,  clustering  richly  round  her — tiw  very 
buds  seeuiiiig  to  Wk  np  into  her  sweet  loving  lace,  to  rvtluat 
iocTMse  of  beauty  from  tlie  gaze,  so  may  our  fancy  picture 
lier,  aa  she  neorea  that  tree  under  whose  Eur  branches  so  much 
of  misery  lurked.  Coili-d  at  H»  ru»t,  or  twiittcd  in  ruinbow- 
coloured  folds  around  its  trunk,  lay  the  am)ent,  "  who  was 
more  aubtle  Chau  any  beatt  uf  the  field,  whicn  the  Lord  God 
bod  Duule."  And  he  said  unto  the  woiaao,  "  Tea  hath  God 
■Ud,  Ye  shall  not  eat  of  ev«ry  tree  iu  thi;  gurdvn  ?  And  tlie 
womaD  said.  We  may  eat  of  Uie  fruit  of  the  trvos  of  tlie 
nrdCD,  hut  of  the  fruit  of  the  tree  which  is  iu  the  midat  of 
the  gardi:!),  Ct«A  hath  said,  Yc  shall  not  ent  of  it,  oeithor  shall 
ye  touch  it,  lust  yc  die.  And  th«  eeipent  said  unto  tlw 
woman,  Ye  hIiuU  not  surely  die,  for  God  doth  know,  that  in 
the  day  yo  cat  thereof,  thun  your  eyc£  Khali  be  opcnoa,  and  ve 
shall  be  OS  gods,  knowing  good  and  evil.  And  when  toe 
woman  saw  that  tho  inv  was  good  for  food,  and  it  wna  plcoMnt 
to  the  eyes,  and  a  tree  to  be  desired  to  make  one  wise,  she 
took  of  the  fruit  thereof,  and  did  cat ;  and  she  gave  also  unto 
her  husband  with  her,  and  he  did  eat. 

Such  arc  the  brief,  yet  emphatic  word^  in  which  tlie  in- 
spired prophet  of  the  Lord  di;talled  thoee  incidents  on  which 
toe  whole  aftcr-hiatory  of  the  world  b  founded — the  mournful 
detail  of  that  first  sin,  from  which  erery  other  sprung.  U18- 
OUEiiiKM'n  Of  the  various  ^culationa  and  ojunions  coo- 
cemiug  the  instrumentality  of  the  serpent  we  shall  take  ao 
hei'd.  sjive  tlie  humble  endeavour  to  reconcile  the  ways  of  the 
Lord.  He  p^mitud  the  trial,  but  He  rommandtd  Dot  the 
evil  interposition  of  tho  subtlest  of  His  creatures,  the  serpent, 
any  more  than  He  commandtd  the  subtlety  of  Jacob  in 
ohtaitiiujj  hiii  father's  blessing.  Both  events  were  permitted 
to  take  place ;  but  the  evil  mesans  of  their  accx>m]>ltshment 
were  kot  of  tlie  Lord,  and  counietiucully  their  agents  were 
both  subject  to  His  displeasure,  and  condemned  to  ininishment 
and  wrath. 
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rill  one  brivf  Htmr,  tlie  whota  uutUK  of  Bro  itm  chiwgvd— 
tnu  M«(ls  of  frftilty,  of  nlioae  very  exisuoA  abo  liad  beta 
•caroel^  coDscioaB  before,  e|fniug  up  iuto  influoMlng  pOtfoa. 
Cariosity,  prasiunption,  an  oTer-weening  tnut  io  a«r  ova 
strengUi,  a  tleoire  to  act  aloa«,  iDd«pei)dcDt  of  »U  coBtral,  ba 
booofoe  f[i«&t«r,  wuer,  higher  tban  uie  »e§l»  of  btin^  th*n  Cbo 
■Utim  ID  nltich  God'e  Itive  liad  pUoed  hei^— duoonteot— 
•com  of  the  blitgHiugs  wKicli  a  naomeat  btAm  had  aMBMNl  w 
precious,  dmply  because  imat^ti&tton  portrav«d  otlwni  mora 
alloriuff,  Uui  attraction  of  Dov«lly,.  bcAtitr,  tliOM  irlnl  slmnet 
at  wliicD  vonun  »o  oCttu  sa^jrilicM  tier  better,  her  immortal 
wlf— •Dch  (and  are  they  uot  the  oliamctcnJitioi  of  woDiaii,  even 
u  the  IS  now  t) — «uch  wera  titc  «m<iti»iu  excited  by  the  wily 
tomptcr,  ttirouttb  whixu;  buieful  iiiflticuco  she  lyllj  Where,  nt 
that  ni<Knent>  wa^  tin-  vuice  of  tlio  spirit,  wamlnj;  her  of  tha 
Qod  she  (IbobeyeU  t  Vi'lu-n  the  wliispcr  of  the  mind,  telling 
bar  tliat  th«  motccs  of  vindom,  of  knowledge,  olrmdy  open, 
were  the  purat  and  the  beat  ?  When  the  lood  tones  of  the 
heart,  ursiiig  bcr  to  seek  the  protectioa,  the  mudhI,  the  sup- 
port, of  nor  earthly  li)nl  1  Hushed,  drowned  in  the  wild 
tumult  of  a  new  and  terrible  cicit«Dteat  of  feeliogs,  whose 
very  novelty  £ucinatcd  and  held  her  chained.  The  voice  of 
the  tempter  was  In  her  ear.  Sight  and  smell  were  filled  with 
the  exquisite  fruity  the  delicioos  fragrance ;  and  if  such  were 
revealed,  what  must  be  its  taste  and  touch,  vhen  to  pluck 
and  eat  would  make  her  "  as  goda,  knowing  gixKl  and  evil  "f 
Weak,  frail,  unguarded,  for  the  still  small  voice  of  tiie  soul 
was  toet  in  that  hour's  u-mpest,  was  it  a  marvel  that  she  fell  ? 
Coold  she  have  done  otherwise  i  The  bulwark  of  PAtm  wa« 
•hirered,  her  heart  wo^  open  and  defenoelen— «he  wim  alone, 
ftlooe — for  even  the  guardian  within,  if  not  fled,  was  Hilent. 
'Hk  Qod  of  infmite  love  mid  coiuikumuu  beheld,  but  «pi>roiichcd 
not ;  and  wherefur^  ?  If  He  permit t*.'d,  ordaini-d.  why  did 
He  punish  i  0  had  the  voice  of  Hix  creiituro  called  nn  Him 
ID  that  terrible  hour ;  liad  but  tliv  faint<»t  cry  ascvndt-d  for 
help,  for  strength,  for  merer  ;  hud  but  the  struggling  murmur 
ariMiB,  "  Father,  thy  wortu  are  trutA,  let  me  but  Mim*,' 
fltrangth,  help,  faith,  would  have  pouted  their  reviving  ruys 
into  her  stDkiiiK  soul,  anil  she  had  been  saved,  saved  for  im- 
mortality, saved  to  gloril'y  her  God  1  It  was  not  that  she  had 
not  Uw  power  eo  to  pray.  Pnw-will  was  her  own— tii  olwy,  or 
dieoboy — to  adhere,  or  to  rebeL     Of  henelf,  indeed,  slie  ooold 
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nothftTC'fMiltod;  but  sbe  liod  equal  ]>ower  to  ctill  upon  tbo 
Lord,  u  to  lirtdl  tn  the  t«mpter.  According  to  tite  patli  slia 
olioM,  would  b&re  been  the  issue.  Inlinite,  m«asnrele«8,  m  U 
tlie  love  of  the  Eternal,  y«t  hovr  dare  ne  believe  He  will  gmnt 
us  lielp  and  strenittb,  unless  they  are  intplored  ?  How  d&ro 
we  believe  He  will  come  forward  to  our  aid.  if  we  ntand  fortli 
in  our  own  »treb>{ili,  aa  if  we  needed  nought ;  naj,  tlirougb 
pre:<iiiiiliti»n,  Hrr»(;an(^e,  oetf^rifjhteouflneai,  rebel  upuoiit,  and 
defy  him  ?  IIu  had  said,  "  Hat  uot  of  the  toee  of  koowled^ 
for  111)  the  ctiiy  that  thoti  eatcst  thereof  tliou  shalt  surely  di«." 
He  iiail  not  commait<M  only,  tlii>ii»{ii  tliat  sliouid  haT«  be«n 
BUlHiii-nt  from  n  loving  Father  to  Ills  children  ;  but  the  com- 
tiioud  vtan  cuforcod  with  K  warning,  that  love  tbould  be 
Strcngtli«Ded  by  rovorcntiid  feitr.  He  hud  given  the  power  to 
rCBittt  t«inptatiou,  by  oallika  vfos  fiim  ;  but  if  that  power 
were  trampled  upon  and  utt<-rly  diTc^iAntcii ;  and  the  creatiirc 
of  His  hand,  whow  wliolft  existence,  felicity,  Ktretiglli,  wisdom, 
bad  tbcir  beiri^'  but  in  Him,  80  deocodod  upon  Afr»it(/,  as  to 
b*  Batisfiod  with  tier  own  sUongtii,  believing  it  wu  in  her 

Siwer  to  become  lu  n  god.  and  m  defying  Him,  is  it  cmtro- 
ctjoD  to  nsMTt,  that  the  All-wtgc,  All-moraiful,  AIWdst, 
permitted,  and  yet  puniKhcd  1  Surely,  surely,  there  is  not  one 
portion  of  this  niourolul  history,  which,  on  mature  conaideifr- 
tion,  will  bo  foun<l  irreconcilable  with  the  attributes  of  the 
Eternal,  or  with  Hia  dealings  with  His  creatures. 

"  She  took  of  the  fruit  thereof  and  did  eat."  For  »  brief 
inten-al,  we  may  euppoae,  the  tumult  within,  the  atniggle 
between  virtue  and  ¥ic«,  innocence  and  guilt,  was  stilled  in  a 
strange  fearliil  intoxication  of  sinful  joy.  Sbe  bad  broken 
through  the  barrier,  which,  at  the  wordii  of  the  fierpent,  aecnicd 
suddenly  of  iron,  it  so  degraded  her  by  its  harshness  and  iu- 
jiifltice.  She  was  indepskdbkt,  hod  acted  by  hentelf,  had 
ohakcn  off  all  control ;  and  the  full  tide  of  guilty  plouure  so 
swept  over  her  soul,  as  to  nerniit«  for  the  moment,  no  thouffht 
bnt  of  hentelf.  But  this  lasted  not  luna  ;  the  rcftction  came 
with  tlie  one  thought— her  huibancl.  Ivrror  of  his  auj^cr  inn, 
in  all  probability,  the  fint  emotion— how  might  she  evade  it  ? 
Penr,  notwithstanding  lier  independence,  duodcfled,  banislied, 
frustrated  every  feeling  of  rcmoKO  ;  repentonoo,  torrow — all 
would  avail  her  nothing  now ;  there  wa^  but  one  way  to 
avert  her  husband's  wrath — to  make  him  disobedient  aa 
Le»el£    The  crime  would  appear  Uws  could  another  share  it. 
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£1ie  recoll«ot«d  tli«  influcnoo  slw  pot»cncd  j  nay,  that  eho  had 
V-L-ii  crutiKl  to  W  hU  help,  to  Boft4.-n  hix  8t«m«r  itii<l  Itts 
yielding  iintUK,  wkI  woalcl  it  fiul  hi-r  now  ?    Tliere  wiw  no 

Siujw,  tburu  couUl  be  m^nc ;  giiilt  ever  biirrica  on  its  victims, 
n  hcT  krguiuonU,  b<-r  pL'TMtiuiuns,  bolv  «rrit  is  dient.  It  was 
«iio\igb — "  sliv  KHVf  hIhii  tiuto  bcr  busoaDd  with  bcr  and  be 
did  wit," 

The  crime  was  consumnuited.  Love  iteelf,  the  purest, 
nobkijt,  most  iiiflucnciag  of  those  spiritual  blesungd  vouch- 
saieil  to  man  by  his  Crmtor — love  deeper  for  tbe  creature  tban 
the  Grwitor,  dcemiag  th«  gift,  more  proeious  than  the  Giver — 
lovo  it  w&§  which  to  Ail;im  «M  the  teupter  and  ao  converted 
the  richest  bleasiiig  to  the  direst  curse.  The  Ajiccioui  otlVrs, 
tbe  daixling  aUaremeuts  of  the  serpent,  bad,  ]Krliap^  to  hia 
itronjcer,  more  Rt««drin(l  nature,  been  of  no  avail.  He  bad  no 
need  of  ambition,  for  bo  wus  lord  over  the  whole  CTeated 
vorbl  A  gtaiicv  fmui  hU  tyc,  »  Ht«ra  rebuke  from  hi«  lip^ 
had  awed  even  tiie  subtlest  of  th«  bva«ts  into  Hi]«n<%  umI 
tiuiiobrd  biin  forever  ;  but  strco^h  and  finnness  fled  beforo 
tlie  endearing  influence  of  tlto  haag  whom,  created  to  perfect 
bis  happiness,  he  loved  bctt«r  tban  himself  Excuse  for  liis 
weakuea,  indeed,  tlit-n^  is  none ;  but  if  such  may  be  the 
eztvnt  of  woman's  Influence  (and  it  ts  as  powerful  even  now), 
bow  lo:krrul  is  her  resputisibilityy  and  how  deep  should  be  her 
bumilitr,  how  fervent  berpetiboos  for  crace  to  guide  aright. 

Not  long  might  tlic  tnumph  of  guut  last  Day  declined 
— tbe  hour  of  evening  came,  wnich  they  were  wont  bo  joyfully 
to  welcome,  for  it  hrou|zlit  with  it  the  voice  of  God.  Uemorse 
had  come  with  all  its  horrors  ;  and  now  for  the  lirst  time  the 
extent  of  their  sin  stood  before  them.  Terror  banished  all  of 
lave,  as  all  of  joy ;  and  when  the  first  sound  of  the  Eternal's 
voice  reached  them,  they  Bed  in  anguish  to  bide  tbenuelrea 
amid  tti«  trees  of  the  garden.  Vaiu  hope :  but  prorinj;  how 
■11  of  spirit  and  of  mind  was  crushed  and  ouricd  in  this  fir«t 
and  awful  swa/  of  guilt.  "  And  the  Lord  God  callc^d  unto 
Adam,  and  aaid  unto  him,  Where  art  thou  {  And  ho  said, 
1  heard  thy  voice  in  the  gAnleii,  and  I  was  afraid,  Wjtii'^  I  was 
nalced  :  and  I  hid  mytcll.  And  the  Loni  God  said,  Who  told 
thee  that  thou  wast  naked  I  Hast  thou  eaten  of  the  tree, 
irhveof  I  commanded  thee  that  thou  shouldst  uut  eat !  And 
Uieman  said,  The  woman  thou  gavost  to  be  with  mc,  she  gave  me 
<£  tbe  fruit,  and  I  did  cat.    And  the  Lord  God  said  unto  Lbs 
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woBun,  What  is  this  that  thou  hast  done  t    Aod  the 
■ud,  Tlie  serpent  bepiiled  me,  and  I  did  eat" 

Ttunigh  to  him  all  w&s  known,  yet  woold  not  the  benefieeni 
the  erer-loni%  ^ye.  even  at  that  montmtk  still  Uviitff  Ood  cc 
demn  without  question,  jadge  without  pennitting  defeii' 
And  hdw  unupbraidin^  how  ToTine  the  appeal,  "  VrHiat  is  tl 
th«t  thou  hoAt  done  t"  breathing  aPathera  (toirowing  mercf  ia 
the  very  midni  of  justly  deserrM  punishment.  There  irw  do 
ooomming  wnth,  no  temfjing  anger,  nou^t  to  betray  tliat 
mighty  and  awful  oeing  at  whow  lust  wora  might  be  onat* 
hilatioD. 

The  Eternal  pronounocd  not  Eeutcnoe  witlunit  nqniriitg  and 
leailing  for  Tv^*Y  :  bnt  what  was  that  reply?  Accnsatiin  of 
Aoollier,  not  solt-abhorrenco  and  lowly  ropciitanco.  How  foar- 
fbl  was  the  change  wronzht  in  tho  itart,  as  well  as  in  the  spirit 
of  man,  by  his  sin.  Where  now  was  hU  deep  love  for  Eve, 
tbathecoold  say,  vainly  hoping  to  excnlpiite  liimself.  "Tho 
vomau  tjion  didiit  give  me,  slic  gave  tnc  of  tbe  fruit,  and  I  did 
eat."  She  hod  led  him  by  the  power  of  his  love  into  sin  ;  but 
from  that  moment  hiT  power  was  at  an  end,  and  he  cared  not 
to  i^ve  her  up  to  jusTicu,  so  he  excused  himself.  Uow  terrible 
a  commencement  of  her  puni^ihrncnt  mtift  have  been  her 
hoftband'a  wards  to  the  still  loving  heart  of  Eve.  It  was  true 
she  had  done  as  he  hod  nid  ;  bat  was  he  to  be  her  accuser  1 
And  to  her  were  those  wor.lB  of  sorrowing  compasnon  stud, 
"  What  is  this  that  thoa  hast  done  V  II,iat  thou  indeed  so 
ttwd  the  power,  the  beauty,  the  influence  with  which  I  endowed 
tlicc,  for  so  different  a  purpose  ?  She  denied  it  not :  she  said 
not  one  wonl  to  instify  her  sin  toward*  her  husbaud ;  his  words 
bad  entered  her  heart  with  the  first  sharp  pang  which  human 
alFection  knew,  and  there  was  no  attempt  at  defence  or  eviL^ion, 
— "  The  serpent  beguiled  me,  and  I  did  eat,"  If  Adam  had 
Moopcd  to  lay  the  blame  of  his  own  weakuen  upon  one  whom 
lie  had  loved.  Instead  of  bewailing  his  own  sm,  it  was  no 
womler  Eve,  not  yet  awakened  to  what  she  should  have  done 
to  avert  the  temptation,  conscious  but  of  increasing  misery, 
thought  only  of  what  might  ee«m  excnw,  "  The  xcrpent  bo- 
gnilM  me."  The  Eternal  knew  she  had  niokcn  truth  ;  and. 
BtiU  guided  by  that  mercy  and  Justice  which  in  GoJ  atone  are 
■0  pofwUv  united  that  there  ia  no  need  of  "  man's  ways"  to 
nooooQe  tnem,  proceeded  to  pronounce  sentence  according  to 
tike  digrees  of  guilt. 


• 


.  "^ndl&iBOt  die  phca  to  enter  into  a  dissertation  on  the  piin- 
lafament  awarded  to  tha  eerpeot ;  suffice  it  ttiat  there  aeema  no 
bidden  or  allegorical  meaning  in  the  insiiiied  imtoriiui's  simpla 
vordai  "Hie  eerpent,  as  a  beast  of  tlie  field,  btgaiUd,  and,  as 
ft  beast  of  the  Geld,  was  ptmukifd.  Nor  can  an  Umlite  aoknow* 
led^  anjr  allnsion  to,  or  any  iiec&wity  for  a  orucifiecl  and  aton- 
ing Sanonr,  in  the  very  simple  words,  "  I  viJl  pat  enmity 
between  tliee  and  the  woman,  tietwceu  thy  seed  and  her  seed  ; 
it  shall  bniiM  thy  bead,  and  thou  dholt  bruise  hit  heel."  For 
a  Hebrew,  the  words  can  only  be  taken  in  their  purely  literal 
Mnsc.  We  firo  particular  on  tbi.s  point :  IwukUAc  thiu  early,  in 
the  perusal  of  the  saoted  Scriptural,  the  Jewish  and  Qentile 
readings  differ  ;  and  from  childish  reading  of  fiibl«  historiei 
by  G«o^  writt^ra,  ve  mar  find  ourwlvos  giving  orodenoe  to  an 
anertion,  for  which  we  nav«  no  Moauc  antlioiity,  and  which 
in  af^or  years,  we  wonld  ^hidly  root  out  from  the  mystical  and 
contradictory  opinions  vith  vliich  it  coofutics  our  ideas. 

Kvc'schaeueement  was  severer  than  her  husband's,  and  it  waa 
joflt  that  80  it  was,  for  she  waa  the  first  transgresor.  Death, 
indeed, — that  the  dust  of  which  the  frame  was  corapoaea 
■liuuld  retam  to  dust, — was  the  avful  sentence  pronounced  oa 
both :  tat  soch  bad  been  threatened  from  the  first  if  they 
disobeyed :  bnt  during  their  sojourn  upon  earth,  the  sharper 
severer  trial  of  pain,  of  mHlti|)Iied  sorrows,  of  «nlcing  oom> 
puratively  in  the  scale  of  strou^h  and  intellect,  of  becoming 
tubiect  to  her  husband,  not  aA  before,  from  the  sweet  obedience 
of  loT«,  but  fn>m  the  sterner  m^nclattt  of  duty  ;  of  being  ex> 
poaed.  oa  a  mother,  to  a  huudred  sourcce  of  anguish  of  wliioh 
man  knows  nothing ;  for  his  deepest  dearest  love  for  his  off' 
spring  is  not  lilcc  a  mother's,  subject  to  the  thousand  auxicticn 
and  CAiGS  which,  independent  of  severer  maternal  trials,  fill 
her  heart  from  the  moment  she  hears  the  finit  faint  cry  of  the 
new-boiD  until  death.  And  thcee  trials  itvra  Eve's,  and  they 
are  woman's.  Man  had,  indeed,  his  work  ;  the  earth  was 
cursed  through  his  sin,  and  forbidden  to  yield  oer  fruit  without 
the  severast  labour  ;  he  was  to  go  forth  from  the  Paradise  of 
innooenoe  and  love,  to  till  the  ground  whence  he  was  taken — 
banished  and  for  ever. 

The  voiee  of  their  God,  for  the  first  time  heard  in  reproa^ 
ful  tlmtigh  still  forbearing  eoqniiy,  and  then  in  fearful  condem* 
nation,  removed  the  blackening  veil  of  sin.  The  spirit  burafe 
from  the  chains  of  guilt  and  sin,  and  while  it  bowed  in  agony 
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iind  moowe  beforo  tlw  Fither  and  the  JniJjte.  and  aclrnow- 
Ivdgcd  tliia  Bvful  sentence  jiist,  drew  theia  once  mure  to  adki 
i>lh«r.  Love  was  not  given  only  for  the  Unppy :  to  the  s'lmiir-i 
ing,  the  njwutftnt,  ic  com«s  eootliing  while  it  SfiltcrDs,  ficoming', 
even  while  it  deepens  the  heavy  6no<k  of  grief,  to  banish  ail  of 
hushnees,  of  EeMehnes*,  and  of  despair.  The  Justice  of  the 
Gtcrool  marked  the  womau  as  the  grt-ater  ainner — Adam's 
further  vrath  was  needless,  remonre  too  told  him  that,  as  the 
stronj,'er,  the  firmer,  he  should  have  resisted  her  perauasiaos, 
that  Iiis  disobedience  was  his  own  sin,  not  her's ;  aud  we  nt^jj 
betiere  that,  lu  weak,  tretnblinf^,  bowed  to  the  rcry  duat, 
fnjtii  the  thoughtfi  of  her  own  ohaKtiKcment  io  oiiidk  na  froK 
the  rejection  of  what  she  had  hurled  upon  her  liiishand,  fo 
rich  >Lt11  a  woman.  Adnm  once  morv  reoeired  her  to  hin  hi.'oirtL 
the  sitorcr  of  hh  future  toils,  the  uouther  of  hix  thrvatenea 
enet,  even  u  she  had  before  bcoti  the  help-tDuet  of  hii  joy. 

And  already  Kve  iiecdRd  all  of  strength  and  comfort  her 
tarlhly  lord  uifiht  pre.  Still  remeniberin^  merey,  the  iJu-rnal 
clothed  them  for  their  dcpartnrtr,  endowing  them  with  ih'Hte 
facultiM  of  inrention,  Jilikc  for  their  pcnonal  comfort  m  for 
the  tillage  of  tlie  ground,  for  which  they  hod  no  need  in  fMcn ; 
but  the  very  gilt  betrayed  the  bicnk  and  desert  world  they 
were  about  Mieek,  Could  they  but  lemain  in  the  home  oi 
t^etr  po&t  innocence  and  juy.  the  anguish  of  the  present  ntiglit 
be  sooner  healed.  ^V1lo  that  thinlu  &  moment  of  what  we 
now  fe«l  in  turning  from  a  bclov«d  liomc.  the  scene  of  all  our 
early  hopes  and  joys  and  love,  adorned  with  all  of  nature  and 
of  art,  to  seek  another,  impoverished,  and  fraught  with  tut)  and 
danger,  ajiart  fr-im  every  object,  animate,  or  iiiatiimati.'  which 
has  twined  round  our  hearts,  and  bound  us  there, — who,  that 
pictures  scenes  like  these,  will  refuse  our  general  mother  the 
meed  of  sympathy  a>i  she  turneii  from  Eden.  A  change  per- 
haps her  sin  had  wrought  even  there.  The  bird.-)  flew  aloft, 
trembling  to  approach  that  gentle  bosom  which  had  before 
been  their  resting-place ;  the  yoting  aoimab  fled  in  tenor 
from  her  step ;  and  there  wait  Uuit  in  the  changed  fierce  aspects 
of  the  beasts  of  the  field,  which  caueed  her  h«Mt  to  sicken 
witJi  deadly  fear.  The  very  flowens  hung  their  heads  and 
drooped  when  g»there<l ;  they  could  not  hear  the  touch  of  sin. 
Yet  to  that  woman's  heart  Eden  wa«  Eden  still — her  ^m«,  the 
receiver  of  all  those  varied  channels  of  love  which  could  bo 
spared  from  bor  husband ;  and  to  t«ini  from  it,  never  to  a^H 
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proBoh  it  more,  and  IVom  the  wnmiucnccs  of  her  oirn  act,  how 
deep  must  hare  bMn  Iilt  ngonv,  how  touching  its  reioDTse,  and 
bow  ncoeaskiir  the  Guppcirt  of  [tyrf. 

Tboaeb  Hoam,  in  nia  brief  detail  of  put  events,  einiplr 
follows  the  expulsion  from  Eden  by  the  birtb  of  Cain,  we  hare 
titifiicieDt  aatliDnty  from  the  unchangeable  attributes  of  tlie 
£tGma],  to  believe,  that  the  same  love  vEiich  provided  Adam 
and  Eve  with  cbtblng,  directed  and  blesed  tbeir  wandering  ; 
and  though  no  ion^cer  reveAling  [Us  flfrocious  presence,  m  io 
Edeu,  )'ct  still  inspiring  the  power  of  pi^y^f  ^nd  belief  iu  his 
constant  omnipresence  and  protection.  Ilieir  sin  hod  io<tood 
duui|^  their  cArtbly  natare, — tht  mod  had  been  oonquctod 
by  the  tviL  It  waa  henceforth  a  difncult  and  weary  toak  to 
snbdne  the  evil  inclinations,  the  proiiene!»  to  disobedience  and 
Be)f-right«(iiune»8.  It  waa  a  labonr  of  toil  and  team  to  brins 
the  heavenly  ^tnenoe  once  more  even  to  a  faint  and  disfigiirea 
likenew  of  ita  God,  the  voice  of  the  aotil,  once  ailenoed  aa  it 
liad  been,  could  only  be  heard  after  yean  of  watchine  aod 
prayer.  Tbo  Eternal,  in  Hi»  prcecienoo,  knew  this  wonld  b^ 
not  so  much  in  Adam  himself  (for  rcpcntwicc  and  sonow 
bTDU)!ht  bim  back  through  his  punisbinunt  to  liulincfis  and 
constant  communion  with  his  God),  but  in  bis  oiTspring. 
Farther  and  farther,  as  tbc  children  of  men  advanced  from 
their  first  fatlier — a>*  the  tale  of  creation,  of  the  Elemal'a 
viaiblo  preitnce  ia  Paradiitp,  of  all  which  hia  love  had  formed 
for  bis  favoured  enatute,  man,  became  fainter  and  fainter  io 
the  <)im  distance  of  the  naal, — so  would  the  liken^s  of  the  Iiord 
in  whidi  man  was  made,  bei^ome  nioie  and  more  cGTaced,  and 
■in  become  more  and  more  ascendant  For  this  reason  then 
it  WM,  tbatthe  Eternal,  alike  in  His  wisdom  and  justice  and 
mjtCT,  ordained  deatli  «a  the  end  of  all,  the  righteous  and  the 
wickvil :  fvr  Solomon  biuiHotf  telleth  us  "tiiere  is  no  man 
that  ainneth  not:"  and  we  read  in  the  nanntive  of  Mimm 
himself  (G«i.  tL  $)  tliat  "eve.ry  imagination  of  mnn's  heart 
waji  only  evil  eonlinunlly ;  and  it  repented  the  Lfjrd  tliat  hi 
had  made  man  on  the  earth,  aud  it  grieved  him  at  his  heart;" 
and  again  (Gen.  viii.),  "  1  will  not  curse  the  ground  any  mor» 
for  man's  sake ;  for  the  imagtDadon  of  man's  heart  is  evd  from 
hioyoutb." 

But  the  Mosaic  creed  of  love  and  perfect  justice  goes  no 
furtbn'.     To  use  the  lanj^ua^  of  our  own  venerable  sages  ;^ 
*  ^though  the  dcaoendantA  of  Adam  inherited  the  body  from 
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him,  an<t  vitii  it  the  maledictions  AttuTicd  thenio,  it  (i  not 
becmso  they  rcccired  corporeal  existence  from  liim  that  th« 
eouU  of  0.11  mankind  are  condemned,  for  ti«y  had  not  erittene* 
fivm  Adam,  but  are  a  dirett  emanation  from  God.  Therefore 
Boah.  Shem,  Abrnham,  laasc,  and  Jacob,  and  all  the  other 
joA,  did  t\ot  pay  the  tin  <if  Adam,  nor  wore  their  eonla  con- 
demned."* And  there  is  still  more  convincing  proof  from  the 
Word  of  God  ;  Pentateuch,  History,  Psalms,  Proverbs,  and 
PiDphcU,  almost  erery  pt^e  bears  witness  that  each  man  i*  r»- 
tpomible  for  hit  own  individual  aclt. — "  See  I  have  set  before 

J'ou  tlii»  day  life  and  flOOD,  drath  nod  btil  ;  therefore  choose 
\fe  that  thou  a«d  thy  seed  may  Ltva"  (Deut.x3tx.  15  and  19). 
"'fhi-o  they  tliAt  feared  the  Lord  ninlce  often  one  to  another; 
and  the  Lord  hnukcncd,  and  hciani  it .  and  a  book  of  remem* 
brances  yax  written  before  Him  fi;r  them  that  feared  the  Iiord 
and  thought  u)m)u  HIr  naino.  And  they  shall  be  mine,  s»ith 
the  Lord  of  hosts,  in  that  day  when  I  make  up  my  jeweU ; 
and  I  will  qiare  them,  as  &  man  .ijiarclh  his  own  son  that 
■ervoth  bim.  Then  tihall  ye  retnrn,  and  discern  behvecn  the 
BlOHTBOtrs  and  the  wiCKSD ;  between  him  that  $«rBed  God,  and 
Urn  that  tenxth  him  net"  (Mai.  iii.  18,  17,  IS).  "  Rejirnt, 
ft&d  turn  your?«Ivc!t  from  all  your  tTanggres«on» ;  to  imquity 
^aU  not  b*  your  ruin.  CaHt  away  from  yon  all  yonr  trans- 
orotnons,  wh<:rv-by  j-c  hare  trfLiiignjawd  ;  and  make  yon  a  new 
oeart  and  a  new  iipirit :  for  why  will  ye  die,  0  bou»c  of  Igmcl  t 
For  I  hare  no  plca-Mirc  in  the  death  of  him  thnt  dieth,  wiith 
the  Lord  God  :  therefore  turn  yonrwlrc«,  and  live  yo"  (Eeo, 
xviii.30,31,3'2},  "Turn  vc  unto  me,  suth  the  Lord  of  hosts, 
and  I  will  turn  unto  yon'  (Ztd\.  I.  3). 

It  would  bo  useless  transcrtbinff  all  the  passages  in  tho  Bible 
similar  to  the  above — and  teemitic  with  tho  doctrine  of  in- 
dividual respoDsiblity  and  individual  power  to  lesain  the 
favour  of  tho  Gtcrnal — nhich  is  completely  opposed  to  the 
Gentile  creed.  But  while  we  reject  wholly  and  utterly  all 
Wief  in  the  Nazareoe  doctrine,  that  we  are  each  and  all,  erat 
the  nuw-borD  babe,  condemned  to  everlasting  misery  nnleM  we 
ackaowledi;«  Jeans —  ve  equally  reject  the  mistaken  and  wxjh 
tical  belief  that  the  disobedience  of  our  tint  parents  in  no  vay 
a9«ot«  ua  now.  If  iu  eSvcta  were  only  confined  to  th«m, 
where  is  the  mercy,  the  justice  of  the  Lord,  in  condemning;  all 

Tb?  Condliator,  vol.  iL  pv*  311.     TnnilaUd  from  tbo  SpknUb  ot 
MuuHh  Bm  ImmI.  b7B.lL  Liodo,  Et^ 
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'  mtd  to  return  to  the  dnsl  1    Wlio  that  look*  lato  himtetf 
knows  thu  "  plague  of  his  uwii  Itoart,"  the  difficulty  to 
icaliitt  spirituality  iLnd  holinetH — nht>  tlmt  rends  his  Bibl«  with 
fiiith  uid  prajTiT,  niid  marlu  thu  pri^vnlunoo  of  evil  oven  therc^ 
the  failioK^  nml  the  wvnkiicstcs  oi  the  holiest  tnan,  even  those 
hnlluwvd  by  the  a  p  pel  lit  t  ions  of  the  "  fricDds  of  God,"  will  HtJJl 
refuse  bcli«  that  tlie  disobedienoe  of  our  first  parents  so  far 
altered  oar  Dftture,  as  to  give  tix  body  vnoie  poverful  domiuion 
th&n  the  Mui ;  and  thus,  hy  dctkdening  the  spiritual  influence 
within  us,  exposing  us  to  temptation  of  every  kind,  and.  con- 
seqaentlf,  but  too  often  to  sin  ;  and  rendering  it  a  difficult 
And  often  desponding  ta^k  to  give  the  tph-itual  dominion  over 
the  corporeal,  and  to  devote  our  whole  hearts— not  alone  in 
OUT  closete,  but  in  the  duties  and  occuiutioux  of  the  world 
■til)  to  serve  and  love  our  God.     What  would  lutve  been  the 
slorioas  uatore  of  Adam  and  Rve  if  tliey  had  nut  sinned,  ve 
know  not ;  for  it  is  a  subject  far  too  holy  for  speculation  or 
coqjeoture  .*   but   that  their   tr(uidgre«i'>iis   pn^luced  conse- 
quunoM  whieb  denuudeil  chut  uot  only  thvtnselves,  but  their 
seed  should  return  to  dust,  is  n  ecnptuml  truth  which  nu  one 
who  believes  in  Moccs  and  the  Prophets  con,  wc  think,  have 
enflKient  boldiics)  to  deny.     But  the  ^oix  it  touched  not. — ' 
An  emanation  from  God  Himscll^  it  will  return  to  Him  nn- 
touchod  by  any  sin  but  those  of  the  body  in  whom  it  was 
loeathed  :  and  there,  at  the  bar  of  God,  our  own  acts,  puri- 
fied by  mercy,  judged  by  the  ways  aud  thoughts  of  the  Lord — 
which  arc  not  the  ways  and  thought*  of  man — guided  by  the 
law  his  mercy  nave,   hallowed  by  faith  and  justified  by  lov^— 
onr  own  acu  mu.it  bu  our  witiiu.vi  or  our  condemnation.     Nor 
it  this  an  individuid   doctrine  li)()itly  and  careJeaaly  entered 
upon  or  |)roc)u«cd  from  one  particular  olast  of  reading.     It  has 
been  the  tJionght  and  study  of  Iouk  ^cars.  based  on  an  eancet 
and  prayerful  study  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  on  the  spirit 
ncrvadin){  the  writings  of  every  Hebrew  safe  which  are  access 
ible  to  woman.     We  liave  brought  it  strongly  forward ;  because 
unless  wc  know  exactly  what  we  do  believe,  and  what  we  do 
not  believe,  fi-om  the  beginning  of  the  IIoI^  Scriptures  our 
nwdingl  must  always  be  attended  with  obscunty  and  pain,  and 
the  very  attributes  of  the  Eternal  difficult  to  be  realised  amid 
the  awful  scenes  of  wickedness  which  the  histonoal  bookl 
pre^^ent.      We  irill  now  proceed  with  the  more  privato  history 
of  Eve. 
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Yean  mutt  Iuv«  rolled  over  th«  heads  of  our  first  parent* 
tinoe  their  expltutoo,  ere  the  feufal  event  took  [ilAoe,  which, 
klthoaiJi  it  meations  not  tbcir  njuDoa,  miiift  nxiill  our  att«atii>ii 
to  them.  Althouf^h,  in  oomparifion,  tlwy  bad  become  dcgTadcd, 
uid  the  reooUoctioD  of  tbeir  sia  must  ever  bare  rcmiiiiicd 
with  it«  stingiDg  nntoTae,— «tiU_,  repentance  and  real  virniu, 
meek  submieaion  to  their  cbastisement  and  aeknonlcxlgmcnt 
of  ite  justice,  raiwd  them  from  their  first  abject  mi.%ry,  and 
permiUed  them  once  more,  throagh  prajer  aiKl_  thanksgiving 
and  aaerifice,  to  commnne  with  iae  Lord.  Bve's  cxcLttnation 
on  the  birth  of  Cain — "  I  liave  gotten  a  man  from  tliu  iHinl," 
proves  how  closely  and  devoutlj'  she  still  traced  all  blc^ini; 
from  His  sracious  hand :— 4ialIowing  bcr  maternal  joy  by  (^ti- 
tude  to  Him.  His  love  had  bestowed  on  her  a  wcMiii.^-  uii- 
knowu  even  in  Kden —  a  child— a  pMifstitm  pocniiarly  licr 
own  and  ber  hnsband's ;  anil  in  the  exultation  of  her  fprntcriil 
joy  she  called  his  name  ^R  Cain,  from  i^^?,  to  puasew  or  u>  ac- 
quire; In  his  early  infaney,  ere  he  became  awake  to  rieht  and 
wcon^  his  panntn  could  but  feel  enjoymetit  to  train  nini  up 
w  OS  to  know  no  un,  to  love  nnd  jten-e  the  Lord,  and  to  gire 
tbeu  love  niid  reven>Jicc  in  return  for  the  dvep,  endleas  fondtiem 
tbejT  laviitbcd  upon  him.  But  by  the  nanto  bestovml  niioii 
their  Moond  sou,  Abel,  we  may  almost  nippoM  lliat  they  nad 
olrtady  iclC  tbo  vanity  of  these  hopes  and  wishes ;  that  even 
is  luSDoyliootl  Cain  manifested  those  evil  poasioos  uid  that 
hc«t  strong  will,  which  led  in  after  years  to  snch  feaiftil  con- 
eeonenoea, 

The  eSecte  of  Eve's  disobedience  were  now  to  be  displayed 
in  ber  own  offspring — tJie  child  of  exoltatbn  and  joy — n-hom 
she  hod  welcomed  with  such  delight,  that  she  almost  felt  as 
if  no  sorrow  or  suffering  oould  assail  her  man,  waa  the  instru- 
ment in  the  £tema)  hand  to  bring  her  back  meekly  and  sub- 
mtieiTely  to  Him,  in  prayer  for  that  beloved  one ;  in  recogni- 
tion that  Ii<^r  flin  vioa  working  stitL  The  passions  and  rebellion 
of  her  first-bom  brought  all  the  agony  of  remorse  finsh  upon 
her  heart ;  and  deep  as  wsj)  the  joy  with  which  »he  luul  bailed 
bis  birth,  was  the  anxiety,  ttie  kuflering  his  dawning  character 
called  forth. 

AL-ttiatetl  by  such  emotioti.t,  it  wns  widi  sonow,  then,  wore 
thai)  joy  that  the  birth  of  her  second  boy  was  hailed.  She 
had  already  felt  the  vftnity,  the  transieatness  of  her  Itopos  :^ 
and  mournfully  she  culled  his  name  ^^^  Hebel — transivntnvss 
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or  nunity,  from  /^{<,  whicli  significa  to  follow  a  v&in  Hang,  to 
dinuh  TAJn  thoHglitii.  But  m  is  the  case  (hovr  often  cvun 
now  I)  the  child  of  tears  and  anticipated  sotmw,  prore'l  as 
dear  and  prociutis  biasing,  aa  the  son  of  exultation  was  of 
grief.  She  saw  Itim  in  the  ascendency  of  the  Hpiritcia)^  the 
OesthleBB  part  of  their  mingled  nature,  that  eril  couli)  Btill  be 
subdued,  and  mail  be  Btill  acceptable  and  worthy  in  the  Kis^it 
of  bis  Creator.  The  compMaonate  tore  of  the  Rteriial,  while 
He  chastiaed  tluoflgh  OtiD>  nve  hojx'  and  tnist  and  comfort 
throngh  Abel.  He  allowed  throueh  th<!ce  Yaryinit  natures, 
that  uee-vrtll  to  cJioow  tbe  good  and  cscbevr  the  eril  was  still 
ipven ;  aiKl  tbat  tliongb  the  latter  to  the  cyc«  of  the  world 
mi^ht  soem,  nay.  was  the  ascendant,  He  would  yet  prcMTve 
His  witiienet  among  mankind,  to  keep  nlive  tbo  knowWicc  of 
tbe  Iiord,  and  prove  tbe  pre-eminence,  the  beaaty,  the  glory, 
and  the  consolation  of  piety  and  virtue. 

So  Tears  rolled  on  :  the  boys  prew  up  to  manhood.  And 
tbongh  it  is  not  3|ieci6caliy  mentioned,  n  is  evident  that  Ere 
nast  oIbo  have  bome  a  daughter,  who,  aa  was  absolutely 
neceeaarv  in  the  early  stages  of  the  world,  became  the  wile  of 
Cain.  Some  writers  believe  tbat  Cain  and  Abel  were  bi^th 
bom  with  twin  Risters.  It  may  or  may  not  be,  as  it  must  be 
only  conjecture — though  Cain'i*  wife  only  Is  mentioned. 

Tbe  words  of  STipinrc,  "and  he  (Adam)  b<wit  som  and 
daughtem,"  ore  »*i](lii:ieiit  for  our  infunnntion.  In  all  proba- 
bility hif  fnniily  was  a  large  one,  that  his  seed  might  ftillil  the 
intention  of  the  Eternal  in  peopling  the  world  ;  but  how  many 
daughters  he  had  before  the  death  of  Abel  doce  not  appear, 
and  IB  of  little  consequence. 

Soring  the  p\)wth  of  their  eider  children,  the  tivea  of  our 
first  parents  differ  little  in  feeling  from  those  of  tbe  present 
day.  Their  eioploymenf*,  indeed,  were  aa  unlike,  as  patri> 
sicbal  simplicity  is  from  worldly  intercit  and  luxury — the 
pMwe  of  nature  frwm  tlic  contcntinn  of  the  world.  In  reading 
tbe  oamtivn  of  the  Bible,  we  odt-n  bli^nd  rituation  with 
feeling,  and  bclicre  that  as  the  one  is  too  anti(iunted  for 
intcrrst  and  example,  bo  is  the  other  for  eympatby  and  love. 
But  the  Bible  tolls  as  of  no  character  above  unman  nature ; 
and  why  not,  then,  in  perusing  the  oircumstaooes  of  their 
simple  lives,  try  their  feelings  by  the  standard  of  their  own  t 
Who  that  is  a  mothtrr  does  not  feel  anxiety,  pleasure,  grief, 
}ttj,  dft^ndency,  oud  hope,  almost  at  the  same  time,  accord- 
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iiig  to  the  different  dispositions  of  lier  children  ?  Who  that 
is  a  |)ar«iit  does  not  aubiowledgc  th&t  tnntcniiil  love  vavr 
combine  the  intenEeet  jo/  with  the  iDtensnt  OTvf  I  And  will 
tliey  not  then  sympatniae  in  the  feelinra  in  Etc  ? — at  one 
time  Iwiwed  to  tlw  TCiy  dust  in  the  angnisn  occasioned  by  the 
Riiifiil  iucliimtiocM  and  rude  temper  of  her  firat-born,  in  self- 
acciL'uuion  that  ahfi.  perhaps,  waa  the  orifinal  cau-u,  even  as 
an  nfTi-ctiouatti  motaer  Yety  often  accuses  nenelf  for  the  fkalts 
of  her  «lF^|lritlu — *t  another,  weeping  tears  of  swcot  joy,  and 
love,  »n<l  conflolation.  on  the  gentle  bosom  of  her  Abel_,  whooe 
whole  life  ta\A  tlioaghts  were  directed  to  piety  and  nrtne  to 
God  And  ti)  his  parents— whoee  vary  existence,  as  her  own  had 
been  in  Paradiae,  seemed  bright  with  reverence  ajid  love. 

But  cvcu  this  life  of  mingled  grief  and  comfort  might  not 
last  Not  vet  had  Eve  suiBcienljy  atoned  for  her  disobedience, 
and  proved  her  love  and  faith  to  pass  through  the  awful 
portals  of  death,  to  the  home  prepaT«d  for  her  in  heaven. 
Death,  u  conoMned  hereelf,  her  husband,  her  children,  was 
still  the  dark  shadow  through  which  as  yet  no  certain  light 
had  beuned.  The  Eternal,  in  Hts  mercy,  had  invjiared  to 
revesi  it,  but  through  clouds  of  denser,  more  appuling  black- 
noK  than  bod  yet  jjuthered  round  Hia  creatures. 

Wrought  up  ti>  Irenxy  by  the  preference  maiiifi'stcd  towards 
the  pious  "(Ti-ring  of  his  younger  wotlier — refusing  to  acknow- 
ledge that  it  wMt  the  temper  of  his  own  mind  »t  fault,  and 
that  ho  had  himself  trampled  on,  and  defied  tlie  fiivour  ba 
yet  coveted,  when  shewn  to  another— etill  sollenly  and  obsti- 
nately encouraging  the  evil,  even  when  the  Lord,  in  infinite 
mercy,  condescended  Himself  to  speak  with  his  rebcUiaus 
servant,  and  asking  why  he  was  wroth,  informed  him,  that 
though  tun  waa  ever  crouching  beside  bito,  he  (C«n)  had  tk$ 
vow«r  to  ruU  over  and  mbdiit  it,  still  disr^guding  even  this, 
lUt^iiiDg  but  to  the  fearful  liutti^nitions  of  his  own  rieart,— "  it 
came  to  [>aE»,  when  ther  were  in  the  tield  togcllier,  that  Cain 
rose  up  against  lus  brother  Abel,  and  &lew  hiui." 

The  dork  terror  of  death  was  mysterious  no  longer.  In  its 
mo-tt  fearful,  mocst  appaUiog  shwe,  it  had  descended  upon 
earth — tho  bright,  the  beautifnl,  the  loving  and  the  boly, 
there  he  lay  bclorc  the  eyes  of  hb  agonised  parent4,  his  Itfo- 
blood  dyeing  tlie  grceu-sword — that  iaoe,  so  fair,  so  sweet  an 
index  of  tlic  pure  glorious  eoal — those  limbs,  so  soft  and  round 
and  inw;efnl,  whiMc  every  morement  hod  nou^  joy  to  his 
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moUier'a  hmrt — tlicy  gaied  upon  tlicni  stitl,  beautiful  as  if  he 
•Icpt,  MV«  tlint  there  wna  a  «tillti(-a(  and  a  coktDees  «8  the 
MTth  on  which  he  lay,  Thi.'s  then,  wna  d«Atfa,  and  it  had 
been  dealt  by  a  Iwtiir'i  hniKl,  Can  any  woman,  much  less  a 
m«thn-,  reSeot  od  Eve's  inmiuwuniblo  agony,  and  ret  pass 
lightly  and  heedlndy  over  this  fint  narration  of  Ilofv  Writ, 
nfuaiig  ^nopatby.  eveu  intrrcst,  in  the  deep,  dark  floods  of 
nisery,  with  vbioi,  tliougb  her  name  is  not  mentaoned,  thoAe 
few  woida  of  a  brother's  hate  and  wroth  and  murder  teem  ? 
Not  aloM  a  mother's  an^i^li,  deprived  of  both  ber  children 
ia  one  fcarfal  day — not,  not  alone  the  wild  yeaminss  of 
■fbctton  towards  the  gailty  and  the  exile,  stmggQng  with  the 
paaeioDato  mi^^ry  for  her  own  bereavement,  but  more  cruahing, 
more  agonising  still — it  wa*  her  work — she  had  disobeyed,  to 
obtain  the  kiumledge  of  good  and  evil — and  how  appalling  had 
that  fotbiddeo  knowledm  poured  book  its  stinaog  poison  into 
bet  own  heart !  Her  beantiful  had  fallen — ahe  mi]{ht  nerer, 
never  gaze  upon  him,  li&t  his  sweet  voic«  mon — the  dust  bea 
gooe  to  its  dust — sent  to  his  grave  in  his  yoath,  hia  siulew* 
DM* — the  helpless  and  the  innocent  crushed  by  the  strong 
hand  of  the  gailty — and  the  Eternal  had  looked  down  from  hi* 
awful  throne,  and  interfered  not.  Why  had  the  only  ittuoemt, 
the  e«Ar  righUotif,  heeu  the  lirat  to  pay  the  penalty  of  death, 
when  na  guil^  parents,  and  yet  mure  gM\\ty  hmtJicr  were 

E;nnitted  still  to  live  t  Nay.  the  douui  of  Cfain,  whioh  the 
ardcDoi  one  himself  declared  "  was  greater  than  lie  could 
bear,"  was  not  to  die,  but  to  lite  as  a  wanderer  whom  none 
might  iday.  Why  miffht  ouch  tliiu)^  he  I  Were  they  recoo* 
cilabtc  with  th(Me  atlributeti  of  jiut  iw  and  of  love  aod  Ions- 
suffering,  which  the  Ktemal  had  alruiidy  ])roclaimed,  throa^ 
His  conduct,  to  Hi«  creatures  t  They  were  :  for  in  the  death  of 
the  innocent  umobtalitt  was  prooliumed  t 

The  disobedient  looked  on  t^e  death  tbeir  sin  liad  brought 
•^hey  felt  in  their  own  bosoms,  the  deepeat  agony  of  bereave- 
ment— they  sitw  not  the  terror,  only  as  the  md  of  existmet; 
bat  by  the  ecytli<:  cultiiiK  down  the  young  in  hi^  firnt  Ix^iitiful 
spring,  and  in  th<.-  full  prime  of  bolineas  and  ^nd,  they  learned 
what  their  own  death,  at  the  moment  of  disobedience,  oould 
not  bare  tauftht — that  the  righteous  most  also  be  cut  off,  as 
well  as  the  Koitty — that  death  was  not  only  chostiscmont  for 
itsulf  a/9M,  but  m  the  deep  agony  it  itiHicti-d  u|Hia  tlie  IMnff, 
in  the  awful  trial  of  Mparation  and   bcreuveiueiit,  and  the 
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vtter  loDelbeBB  of  beait  nheo  a  belov«d  <m«  goes ;  and  this 
learned,  the  world  beyood  death,  the  dwcUtng  at  the  righteous 
tbe  reunion  of  the  divine  eB^nce  with  its  parent  PouDt — ink- 
mortality — was  revealedl 

Tliat  the  caviller,  the  aeeptic,  tbe  thotm^tlees  will  deny  this, 
because  we  can  bring  fonrard  no  writtm  pnqf  of  iu  truth, 
we  are  periEectly  aware  :  but  we  write  for  the  belierei.  f<Hr  the 
Israelite,  who  not  only  rtad*  tJie  words  of  the  Bible,  but 
4KptaiH*  them  by  on«  only  unerrtnz  teat — the  attkibctes  ot 
God.  Th*qnesti'>«i««iiiiil}- tlii.*— Dw  we  brieve  in  a  God? 
That  He  i^  as  Hu  proclaiiui>l  Himself,  "toercifal  and  gncbn^ 
loog-«ufrcrii^  and  abundant  in  ^oodneas  and  tnith,  keeping 
nercy  for  tkotuandt.  forgiTuig  iniqaify  and  sin,  yet  deanag 
Dot  tnc^ilt)-,"  withuut  icpeatanoe  and  amondmcntT  Do  w* 
boIieTc  in  bim,  as  in  vrcry  page  of  Uts  Holy  Word  He  is  r^ 
Toaled,  or  do  we  not  f  If  wc  do  not — if  we  deny  the  uxistenM 
of  a  joist  and  merciful,  thoueh  in  miui^  instances  inscrutabls^ 
G'xt,  then  iudc«d  wc  may  deny  onr  immortality ;  but  if  wa 
acknowledge  there  is  a  Ood,  ay,  and  one  whoeo  jnstice  and 
wlioec  lore  arc  infinite  and  perfect  as  Himself,  we  must  not 
only  belieTe  in  oar  own  immortality,  but  trac«  its  doctrine 
ninniitg  throogli  tiic  Holy  Scriptures,  alike  from  the  death  of 
Abel  to  the  last  rorees  of  Malachi,  perradiiif;.  vivi^rin^ 
^>iritualisiu^  its  cTeiT  portion,  even  as  our  mott&l  framfl  H 
pervaded,  vivified,and  spiritualised,  by  the  indtibl*,  yet  ere^ 
Dreatliing  iK>OL.  We  do  not  doubt  and  question  that  we  have 
s  soul,  became  we  have  nothing  palpable  and  evident  by  wliioh 
to  prwe  it ;  and  even  as  the  soul  is  the  ttwict,  the  spirit  of 
our  being,  so  is  immortality  the  easeaKe  and  the  spirit  of  the 
Bible. 

Where  was  the  mercy,  nay,  the  jtuUtt  of  the  Eternal,  hod 
be  punished  witli  titmai  deatli  the  only  righteous  ot  His 
creaturcd  1  We  can  scarcely  even  dwell  upon  tlic  idea  for  a 
momeJit  without  impiety.  Abel  was  taken,  that  while  deat^ 
in  his  most  fearful  form  was  revesied,  to  manifest  all  tl» 
terrible  evil  and  anguish  Eve's  sin  bad  twought,  the  hope  and 
pmnise  of  immortality  might  be  givcu.  and  tbe  agonised 
ponnb  comforted.  He  was  removed  "  &om  tlie  evil  to  come," 
to  that  world,  where  "  light  bad  been  sown  for  the  righteoiu  " 
&om  the  beginning,  and  would  be  for  ever. 

But  tliough  this  revelation  must  have  brought  with  it  coaw 
fort  ouapoa^ble,  yet  the  heavy  trial  of  Eve  might  not  ev«a 
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through  this  bcneAcent  asauraac^  be  entirely  aMpagad.  SIm 
could  Dot  now.  UH  the  had  done  in  £:len,  reatLte  so  btenedtj 
the  pre-eiDiD<.'iice  of  the  spirit  over  the  feeliugs  of  tJw  oUy, 
TIiDugh  comforted,  the  wealcuess  of  hiim«nity  mast  still  bare 
been  too  oft«n  in  the  a»cenduit,  and  taught  ncr  all  tb*  bitles 
nen  of  nicf.  Even  tlmugh  the  thiiui;bt  of  Abel  might, 
tfarougb  toe  uiLivlfi.>liiM»it  of  wooiaii's  lovi%  be  tfunqmliMjd  by 
the  ttMa,  that  hoircwr  «lie  might  sufTcr,  he  wam  hauiiy,  a*  the 
bad  been  in  Edco,  no  >ucb  comfort  could  attend  tbe  tbougltt 
of  Gain.  It  14  vain  to  measure  matvnial  low  by  the  vrortb  or 
vnwoilfaintfiB  of  its  object*.  It  vns  not  only  that  bo  was 
exiled  fur  ever  ^m  her  right,  that  hui  ycsmto^  heart  might 
never  seek  u>  suolhc  him  more  ;  but  nhc  knew  that  b«  waa,  bo 
inuAt  be,  a  wretched  waiidcicr ;  and  th*  mother  felt  his 
wrctchedoeat^  though  elie  saw  it  uot,  iu  addition  to  her  own. 
Mercy,  indeed,  bad  t«mpered  bis  cba«tiseni«nt,  for  be  bad  not 
been  cat  off  io  bis  ^in— be  bad  been  doomed  ia  length  of  days 
«Q  eartb,  that  be  might  repent  and  atone;  but  tliiti  to  a  weak 
and  sufferiitg  parent,  though  sbe  might  struggle  to  lift  up  ber 
lieaTt  in  ^titude,  could  not  afford  oonaolatiou. 

There  is  little  more  to  narrate  in  the  life  of  Eve,  but  that 
littl^  as  every  other  incident  iu  her  life,  proves  furcibly  the 
Etonal's  still  oompastionating  lore.  To  remove  iill  of  uttor 
bereavemeDt  from  Hih  Bist  created,  first  beloved,  when  the 
tnt  agODy  of  Kve'H  he^vy  trial  w&h  om-,  God  gave  her  another 
MO.  "  And  she  called  bis  name  TOg  getb,  becauso  tihe  said, 
^od  has  appointed  me  aootber  seed  initead  of  Abel,  vhom 
vain  ikw.  And  o«  from  Selb  descended  a  line  of  venerable 
pBtriarehs,  one  of  whom  was  token  up  to  bearoo.  without 
dvtiig,  for  bii*  riKbti'uusDCta ;  and  from  tliem  caiuo  Noah,  vbo 
alone  was  saved  from  universal  dv«tructiuti ;  then  through 
him  Abraham,  the  favoured  servant  and  friend  of  the  Eternal — 
Abraham,  for  whom  sake  Israel  was  tJie  dioecn,  and  is  Etill  the 
beloved  of  the  Lord,  wc  may  quite  believe  that  Eve  was  not 
tinly  comforted  by  the  gift  of  a  son,  but  that  even  ns  Abel  be 
was  righteous,  and  that  he  won  the  comforter  of  his  parenta— 
tbat  in  beholding  his  openin;;  manhood,  the  dawning  virtue  and 
pOicea  of  his  spirit,  tbo  titry  dial  of  their  early  life  was 
soot^,  and  they  could  truce  the  hand  of  tho  Lord  briii^g 
forth  good  out  of  the  very  midat  of  evil,  and  re£t  satisbed, 
that  however  the  strong  and  the  guilty  might  seem  to  prower, 
fie  would  oovur  leare  Uimeclf  without  vituesses  upon  oarUt. 
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Aldwuch  then  is  do  mentioa  of  the  death  of  Gv«,  th« 
vonb  ot  Holy  Writ,  reooidiog  that  "  Adun  Uved  «iglit  hue- 
died  yean  ah«r  be  bad  bcgnttcn  Sotb,  «nd  had  aow  uid 
dwightcn,"  would  prove  that  she,  too,  tivtd  that  period,  there 
bong  no  meiilion  whatever,  as  is  ofteo  the  casc  with  other 
pAtnarobs,  of  Adam  taking  another  wifo;.  Tho  fonaer  teoipta- 
tiiML'S  trials,  and  sorrows  of  our  first  parents,  must,  then,  have 
been  liMked  back  to  bf  them  in  their  old  age,  as  wo  should 
look  on  the  events  which  mAy  bare  befallen  as  bcfoiv  the  o^ 
of  twenty,  when  we  hare  reached  the  venerable  years  of  four- 
score. That  loos  life  was  evidently  granted  in  mercy.  Had 
they  been  cut  oa  on  the  in.itant  of  their  trao^reasioii,  it  most 
have  been  for  eternity,  or  death  would  hive  been  no  punish- 
ment Had  they  been  token  sooner,  we  wiU  suppose  before 
Ute  de«th  of  Abi'l,  though  they  might  hare  been  epared  that 
bitter  Borrow,  still  ilarknes^  and  fear  for  ciieioMlves,  and  doubt 
aa  to  the  wny-i  and  attiibates  of  the  Eternal,  must  have 
crowded  rt>un<l  them,  and  filled  tliem  with  deB|>air  ta  to  the 
probable  elfecta  of  their  sin  on  their  nllkpring,  and  their 
oflqwing's  seed.  Long  life,  thronuh  the  infinite  mncy  of  the 
Etenial,  removed  suclt  evils.  Wiiitc  they  felt,  in  all  the 
bittenea  of  rcmorwe,  all  the  evil  they  had  wrougfatv  they 
were  }-ct  eomforted  by  the  revelation  of  immortalitr  and  the 
eoDsequent  inocutiro  for  the  slruggtiug  after  rigiiteoiuneai, 
which  without  such  Messed  incentive,  man  ooold  never  have 
achieved.  Thnr  beheld,  that  though  the  iSteneas  of  Qod 
within  them  ImJ  been  diiUcd  in  all,  and  in  some  would  be 
almost  entirch'  oETaced,  it  might  in  heaven  be  regained,  if 
while  on  earth  it  was  sought  with  faith  and  works.  Th^ 
leaned,  that  though  discord  and  strife  and  oppTeasion  and 
t^ur  and  care,  would  reign  tumultuously  on  earth,  to  the 
extinction,  iu  appearaaet,  at  all  that  was  eiiiritual  and  good, 
there  was  yet  in  heaven  an  omntpreeeiit  ana  ever-acting  lore, 
which  would  so  over-rule  the  world,  that  even  from  "  transi- 
tory evil  "  would  spring  forth  "  universal  good,"  and  every 
seemingty  dark  ana  contiadictoiy  event  b«»ow,  tend  to  the 
glory,  Uie  extenjuou,  and  the  perfeotioD  of  tht  divine  economy 
above. 

To  obtain  this  knowledge,  oar  first  panintd  wore  spared,  lad 
not  cut  off  in  their  sin  ;  and  can  wc,  their  oGbpring,  even  at 
this  length  of  time,  pemse  their  eventful  histoij,  witJiout  feel- 
ing our  oearts  glow  with  grateful  adoratioD  of  the  love  which 
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gatded  and  hollowed  them  tUronghout  ?  The  stream  of  tia» 
wliicli  divides  us  is  indeed  so  wide,  that  we  Are  apt  to  feel, 
that  cvojiU  so  far  distant  can  concern  ti3  ao  little.  Yet  while 
we  trace  in  onr  mortal  frame  and  painful  inBrmities,  tiunfitct* 
of  their  diaobtdienca,  ■AiaW  we  uot  acknonled^  with  gt^efnt 
and  adoring  faith,  that  the  same  love  which  guided,  btut,  Mid 
panlooed  tDem,  ia  still  extended  lutto  us? 

To  dwell  io  paradise,  to  be  bleuied  with  direct  communiofB 
with  the  Kternal  and  Uls  heavenly  amsafiogfin,  an  indeed  Dot 
oura ;  but  niatty  a  home — ay,  many  a  lot— Lt  a  sinUee  paradise 
to  a  young  aiid  (i^tle  c^irl ;  and  loiring  parents  will  ao  throni; 
her  path  with  caru  atid  bSeasiiuH,  that  at  eril  ahe  knows  little, 
and  temptation  is  afir  off.  And  often,  ton  ort«n,  Uke  Eve, 
these  blMaings  an  uuderralued  and  saotiflced,  not  through  her 
UD  and  disobedience,  but  f»in  woman's  unfi}rtunat«  desire  to 
gnq>  iwuthing  man  them  ii  her  aUotted  pwtim ; — her  di*. 
content  witli  too  lowlier  Htati'>u,  which  h«r  weaker  frame  and 
len  powerful  mind  mark  imperatively  as  her  own — her  mis- 
taken notion,  that  humility  is  degradation  ;  and  unlew  she 
cMiptU  man  to  concede  to  ncr  rights,  thi^  will  be  tnunpled 
on  and  oevar  acknowledged — 'her  curiosity  leading  her  too 
often  to  civet  knowled^  which  sh«  nccda  not  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  lier  bappinesa.  0  let  not  women  dea^  that  snell 
too  often  are  her  oianetemtics,  and  exclaim  with  scorn  of 
five's  weakness^  tiiat  had  she  been  in  Eve's  plaoe,  eurTOuad«d 
with  felicity  as  she  was,  the  forbidden  tree  midht  hsve  re- 
mained for  ever  en  she  would  have  touched  it  Shu  who  thus 
tbinka^  commits  aneonscioasly  Eve's  tlrat  an,  tnutlinu  too 
much  in  her  own  strengtli ;  and,  in  conscqueoce,  just  as  likely 
to  fall  beneath  the  very  first  temptation  which  aasaits  hw. 

Let  her  not  quiet  such  fears  by  the  thought  that  Eve's  par- 
ticular temptation  cannot  be  ber's.  No;  but  snares  inuu- 
merable,  and  equally  fearful,  surround  na.  Each  day  brings 
its  own  temptations,  each  day  calls  upon  us  to  pray  against 
tbcffl  ;  for  we  know  not  how,  or  In  what  sitape  they  may  arUe, 
and  how  soon,  if  we  trust  in  our  own  sWen>:lh.  they  may 
triumph  and  lead  us  to  ponlition.  Had  Kve  been  truly  huTobU, 
she  had  not  sinned.  And  if  in  Men  HtMtLiir  uas  needed,  if 
even  there,  without  such  panoply  of  pn»>f,  woman  fell,  how 
much  more  ahould  we  encourage  it  now.  Humility  is  to 
voiDao  her  trnost  safeguanil,  her  loveliest  ornameut,  her  noblest 
lijiuboe,  her  giwtMt  streiigth.    Teaching  her  tnie  statign  in 
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rcftarrl  tu  nrnn,  Jt  Itxul*  her  ever  to  the  fbotetool  of  her  Qod, 
Lhonce  to  'Icriru  Ariuneai,  dcvjtednew,  fortitode,  consoUtion, 
JtoM,  >II  tliut  Htio  needs.  Wlule  nich  pririlt^  is  hor'i,  let  ber 
not  ru])iiie  that  Uod  luworfd  Bve  and  miula  hur  less  than  man ; 
let  liar  iKft  look  buck  willi  anicr  that  tho  sin  of  one  wuman 
(dmold  thiM  puiiliih  bor  dflsoeDtutits.  Prom  the  very  first  she 
wu  ooddwoii  dilTerently  to  nuui :  had  ehe  not  been  the  veaker. 
die  wriK'iit  liftd  iiot  oiftrked  dot  aa  his  easier  prey.  Aud 
ai  oiir  itwii  tutiiro  ta  oven  now  &h  Era's,  let  us  ratlier 
thank  Qod  ihiit  hiH  Lorn  ho*  ([ranted  lu  that  k>wly  atatioa 
whan  otir  nntiiml  (jualilice  nay  be*t  be  proved,  and  our  weak- 
DHiM  and  i<ur  fitiliiixs  have  Um  powor  to  work  u>  barm.  L«t 
ui  oiiltivati',  with  all  our  heart  and  kmI  and  might,  the  lorely 
(lonnr  of  humility,  which,  by  tvucbinff  us  to  tliink  lowly  of 
oiiTwIvm,  will  rendier  lu  coDt«iited  and  thankful  for  the  blw- 
triuga  around  lu,  tin  gifta  bcetowed  upon  xa,  instead  of  a[;ging 
lU  to  onivt  iDore  ;— the  sweet  flower  on  wh'Mo  bivath  our  souU 
an  vnabled  morv  contiQually  to  aswud  to  Uud,  and  wliose 
|»Ul«,  •niQiiii|{ly  ao  frail  aad  tender,  have  yet  mure  powur  to 

Snanl  iin  fMiii  teingrtation  and  piesumption  than  an  un- 
iHMthi'il  BHonL  liol  OS  oot  pause  till  it  is  found  and  worn  ; 
atui  if  III  iii«k«  n*  innsible  as  itself,  save  to  those  who  seek 
mill  talii<<  Its  it  will  shed  around  ns  on  atmoapbere  of  love 
ttid  iHtoi'K  Mtiil  joy.  witli  which  iio  oiher  flower  can  via  :  and  in 
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ilK  M  in  lifp,  we  aliaU  bleas  God  for  its  possegsioo,  as  for  the 
inwl  itn  Hw  AM  voiiehnfed. 

iVtMiM  I.  tlM«,  aoiiM  may  exclaim,  deny  all  privileges  to 
.— >rfniM  to  aoknowlwlgv  tbetr  oqoality  villi  man — 
la  Uhw  m  the  J«wisli  religioii  is  falsely  oooused  of 
ng  t  No  t  fi,ir  in  the  nfilit  ot  Qod,  in  tlwir  tpirititai  \mt\- 
l«ltm,  In  ihi-ir  ixvnliar  gins  aitd  eodownwuta,  tlie  p<>wer  of 
wrftmiiinx  thi-ir  itutliw  in  their  own  sphcie,  in  their  rttponn' 
ulitf,  ihfy  arv  on  a  iH-ifect  equality  with  man.  But  I  would 
cKiijun)  Ihvin  tn  w^  bamilily,  nuply  from  its  mogio  power  of 
k«H>]>in|t  woman  in  hsc  own  Uvutifnl  adhere,  without  ooe  wish, 
one  Miiliitions  whisi)cr,  to  exchange  it  for  another.  WhiU 
i^MW,  while  utiitficu  and  rrjoicing  in  tho  infinite  love  and 
wiadon,  which  placed  as  then,  we  ate  not  only  in  tbo  pri- 
vilsgM  •mmaratad  ftborc  nun's  eqnal,  but,— however,  ja 
ftrw^  of  fram^  immenM  eapability  of  pbysiioal  and  mental 
VOTtiOD,  tn  might  and  grasp  of  intelleet,  hia  inferior— yet  in 
M  depth  and  faithfulness  of  love,  tn  the  capability  ol  jeeiiny 
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mdvrinff,  iu  devot«dneas  and  fuitilude — alike  in  bodily 
Dwotdl  trial — wc  arc  unauiiwerably  his  aiipeiiur.  Tlion 
haa  not  votnm  eiiotigli  t»  call  for  gratitude  ?  Endowed  with 
ioflueDC«  over  tiie  heitrt  of  man,  0  let  her  remember  for  wUat 
fetirfal  end  Eve  lued   lliikt  iutlueiice,  and  keep  a  coaatant 

fiard  of  wntchfuliiOH  and  prayer  over  her  heart  to  preserve 
ST  from  its  Miiailur  abiua  Lit  her  remember  tbc  employ- 
ment of  Eve  to  fidtn.andmeultivatc  her  intellectual  faculties 
in  the  study  of  God  and  nature,  both  animato  and  inaoiniat^ 
that  her  mind  may  be  stivngthcned,  and  in  tli«  contempIatioD 
df  tlte  beauties  of  creation,  she  may  learn  the  true  value  of 
the  beauty  vhich  may  be  hers.  How  email  U  it«  rttatin  pro- 
nortiou,  and  yet  how  bk-Mwlly  it  may  be  used,  even,  as  the 
beauty  of  creation,  for  the  glory  of  God,  in  its  mild,  soothing 
and  benignant  influence  upon  Hia  creatures. 

Above  all,  let  the  history  of  Ere  impress  this  truth  upon 
the  lieartt  of  her  youi^  deecendanta — that  however  weak  and 
faulty  and  abaaed,  however  sorroirijig  and  bereaved,  honewr 
reaping  in  team  the  effects  of  indiscretion  or  graver  error,— 
yet  still  the  compu»on,  the  IuQk  suffering,  ui«  exhaustion 
love  of  their  Father  in  heaven  is  tneirs  ;  that  no  oircumstunce 
in  lifd  ca.0  deprive  them  of  that  love,  can  throw  a  barrier 
between  vrcimon's  yearning  heart  and  the  healing  compuaion 
of  her  God.  Nii ;  not  t-ven  departure  from  Him,  iicgfciM,  or 
foreetfulncss,  will  make  Him  forget  orocBM  to  cutupiuisionate, 
if  sne  will  but  return  in  true  repentance  and  clinging  faithful- 
ness to  Hia  deep  lure  once  mure.  We  cannot  weary  that 
oever-oeasing  Mercy — for  as  far  lus  the  East  is  from  the  Wert, 
•0  til,  when  wo  return  to  llim,  doth  He  remove  oar  tianqgne- 
eiQUs  from  us.  And  will  wi>iDan,  whoso  whole  existence  still 
is  love — neglect  or  despise  thc^e  thrice-blessed  privileges ;  will 
the  exile,  the  desjHsed,  the  pers  eutcd— for  such  has  been,  and 
is,  the  women  of  Israel — will  she  not  receive  with  grateful 
adoration,  the  lore  vouchsafed,  and  come  and  make  manifest 
the  Snwtainer,  the  Comforter,  the  Mainspring  of  her  being  { 
To  woman  of  every  creed,  of  every  race,  of  every  rank — life, 
though  it  may  seem  blea^exl,  in  a  fearful  desert  without  Ood. 
What  then,  without  Him,  is  it  to  the  woman  of  Israel,  tho 
exile  and  the  moomor,  who  hath  no  laud,  uo  hope,  no  oon- 
furter,  but  Him  ) 
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6a  wM  ftiul » tai|iortu)t «»  Uh  inddc^ts  comiHrued  in  the 
W^  of  Gv«,  Utatt  ra  m  mtra  gnptrfioUl  riew.  Skraii's  biogrnphy 
•f^MM  woMtrhiit  tMcicat  in  intarwt.  Yet,  as  tho  buloved 
yH|liMr  of  AWrshiiB,  abe  rnicKt  to  bo  ft  lubjcct  of  rwurvnco 
BmI  kw»  l»  kw  Atnui^  dcMWodkati ;  and  m  will  ondeaToiir  to 
Miw  bw  luAvir  KtrwuU,  link  VMh  ih*  uur  bi>coinc.  Mnch 
•t  Hi*  BMntftTa  brv  «m1  pitjr  towuds  His  haatda  dtildrou  it 
CiliiTftMliil  Ui  W  nn|^  hi»,  wd  «ba  in  tbo  life  of  h«r  bond- 
VMM.  ll«cu.  <rtioh  i»  too  okMlj  iBt«rwoT«D  villi  Iters  to  bo 

IWtMtl  NbUooahip  bctiKM  Abnham  and  Sarah,  bcfon 
ikur<iac<k  bu  anw  jit  boen  olnrly  or  ntiafactorily  aolvud. 
t^ww  ooaUBMrfaton  MMrtiag  she  was  his  nicoe,  the  daugltter 
\if  IImmi  hit  elder  brother ;  and  others  thut  she  vaa,  m 
Almbut  hbDMlf  deoluea,  his  half-sistor — "  She  is  the  daugh- 
Mr  of  ny  fittbtr,  but  uot  th«  daughter  of  my  mother,  and  she 
haoMat  wy  nitf.  We  belien  tho  latter  nsscrtioD  much  tnore 
Ulnly  to  bs  tlie  M>rr««t  one,  biMiAiiso,  io  tlie  first  pWo,  there  is  do 
(tMUldatJoa  whatever  for  the  idea  that  alio  n'n.s  Haran's  daii^h- 
tar,  axoapt  the  suppni'itioii  that  Ixcah  mpnns  Sarsh  (G«d.  xi. 
V9)  ;  anil,  ill  titi'  secoiKl,  it  is  not  probable  that,  irhea  ()U«8- 
tii>ivoil  bv  Abimi'liich,  Abraham  wonld  have  eoodescended  to 
utter  u  nlaahood.  Tlio  Bible  mentions  Lo'.  only  as  the  child 
of  Ilarnn:  and  Abraham  himself  says,  Sarah  was  his  luilf- 
^iit«r.  The  latter  relationship,  as  preventing  mairinge,  is  no 
proof  ill  favour  of  her  bein^  tiis  niece,  as  uo  laws  of  marriiiKc 
bad  yetbeoniasoed;  and,  in  the  earl^  stages  of  the  world, 
auch  connections  were  not  considered  sin. 

Leaving  this  difficult  decision  to  more  carious  «pccnUtott> 
we  will  proceed  to  subjects  of  greater  iutertnt.  'jW  firat 
notice  wc  have  of  Sarai  is  her  accompanying;  her  huNDanii  and 
Xot.  frniD  the  homo  or  ter  tinJred,  to  a  Kfriirji;i-  rinintry, 
among  all  strange  people,  in  eiraple  obedience  u,  I'lu-  v,»t'1  of 
God.     Holy  wnt  is  silent  on  the  youth  of  Abrnu!  '.>  U 

the  opinion  of  our  ancient  fathers,  that  hia  ean^i^i!.  u^r 

I  ItDowtedpc — his  pure  and  holy  life — hi^  iti    d  .  i  n.  .ititl 
I  cooduct,  atlneted  towards  him  the  liU-vm^  .,i  Uie 


.,  ADcl  cftUMtl  hinj  ift  he  jwkctud  as  the  promulgntor  «f  ths 
Divine  Uev^doo.  'FiiAt  Abnin  trw  expttod  to  ntouy  dan- 
gen,  on  account  of  IiU  lonng  obedience  to  the  one  aole  io- 
visible  God,  instead  of  acknowled)nn((  the  idols  of  liia  race, 
is  indeed  very  pouible,  and  pro'^bly  originated  the  first 
•eraoral  of  his  ^rnily  to  Cliarran,  where  also  lu3  father  accom* 
piuued  him.  At  Chkrran  they  seemed  to  hare  dnelt  io  pMM 
and  prae[>ority,  secured  from  former  persecutors,  sa  that  it 
aiut  hive  been  no  little  trial  to  so  forth  a^'ain,  moie  paiticu- 
larlv  without  any  definite  cause  lor  the  lemovaL 

To  Sara!  the  trial  must  have  been  more  severe  th&n  to  her 
husbud.  She  was  to  tta  forth  with  him  indeed:  but  it  ia 
«m..n'i  f^^«Uy  pBh"-^^  '-^'tfl  w  lapHfe  ho"*  fa"«  ""'  1^* 

tncouDtcnng  a  *trangy  world,  teem- 

,  indeed,  all  other  partinga  mar  eeem' 

that  can  ieave  the  home  and 


:&om  encop 


may 


_^ lUed pa  tiDeCl 

,  it  ifl  too  often  wrapt  m  S  _^__ 

IBoYMS'ajong  emobairCB  Mir  mVlBil  whaWtw.  tit  fiSn 
eaUffi  Sf  JJwu  la  l&e  Dible  to  auis^  iu  tut  is  not  her 
chuaeter. 

Hoe  eau^  (fit  tha  Inve  ftf  homi;  tie^  and  asHociations,  in  ths 
kMft  of  a  nRiit  Geeliog  woman,  '^'"'H'lialief  in  the  belief  thfc 

!*■  ^1  '^"  *^  tnuA  nmw  |pi|,^    ^[M>  jTMWhuTft— thftti 

UB&tted  by  toe  weakness  and  infirmities  of  frame  from  active 
'tm\,  and  the  pursuit  of  goodly  service,  as  falU  to  the  lot  of 
man,  she  can  vet:  twrmflf.  her  fr^p^da^  children,  anddgmt-atica  _^ 

■ng  of  the  Lord,  and  tlie  love  she  bean  Htm.  there  than 
amongst  ktraiigcm.  Anil  this  was  ggtBijllr  til*  *""  ***^ 
%T-i  By  oiic  of  imr  iih(l?T1T  fAthM  it  is  aai<l,  tnat  a»~. 
•SdLot  wurv  )H.-riiiittcil  to  tiiru  many  of  their  own  sex  from 
idolatry  to  the  knowlu'lf^e  of  the  one  true  God,  so  also  was 
Sani  graotod  the  hAlli)wi.-d  privilege  of  leading  many  of  her 
female  friends  itiiil  <li3mu.-(tic-i  to  the  some  ble»ed  Fount  It 
was,  thertiforv,  no  ilmibi,  a  snuroe  of  (|ue«tiooing  and  wonder 
I  in  hsr  mind,  wliv  the  Btvrual's  mandiitv  to  go  furth  »tiould  be 
I  given.  She  had  not  cvuu  txjMrimct  in  thi;  Ktem^d's  glorious 
•  ftttributca,  as  diaplayud  in  Uu  d«diiii^  irilh  His  creatureti,  and 
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tbroirii  His  word,  to  comfort  and  be  her  gnide,  AUwm 
inmtJ  ^^4ciM»M  IP  tin  worid  Motind  h«r,  except  her  Kuaband  ~ 
and  then  Tew  wltom  he  had  been  mafiled  to  teach  a  partial 
knowledge  of  his  God.  They  etood  ftlone  in  their  peculiar 
&ith ;  aod  how  uften,  in  such  a  cuie,  do  doubta  and  fears  etit«r 
the  breast  of  wotnAii.    Yet  it  iru  enough  chat  her  huabUKl 

iirvpaied,  without  (lucstion  or  heaitation,  to  obey  hia  God — U> 
eare  hia  aged  father,  liis  Icindred,  and  hia  friends  ;  and,  with 
siiaple  and  loving  fnith,  she  went  with  liioi  where  Llie  Lord 
dtould  lead.  Well  is  it  for  ns  when  we  can  do  so  likeiciae ; 
wheD,  in  Eotae  of  those  bitterest  trials  that  noman's  heart  can 
know,  the  change  of  home  or  land,  be  it  with  our  parents,  or 
husbands,  or,  more  fearful  still,  aiinu,  we  can  vet  so  stay  npoD 
our  God  that  we  can  realise  Uis  preseoce,  liis  loving  men^ 
directing  our  wear^-  way,  and  resting  with  ua  still.  Hia  direct 
coiiimuuing,  by  voice  or  aign,  or  through  angelic  measengeVL 
arc  indeed  no  longer  ours ;  but  those  that  seek  to  Ioto  and 
serve  Him,  may  yet  hear  His  still  small  roioa  breathing  in  the 
solemn  whisper  of  their  own  hearts,  and  through  thfi  tNiu'ntfual 
promises  of  His  word. 

Accompanied  by  Lot  and  their  household — cxprcmi^  in  tha 
term,  "  the  souls  they  had  gotten  in  Charrno,"  wiiu  were  pro- 
bably tliose  whom  they  had  instructed  in  the  tnie  faith — and 
oarrjring  with  them  the  Mihttance  they  potMWcd,  ,JLbraiu.iud 
Sami  "wc't  fnn|j  lt|t..  tl.^  Upij  n^  Rabmii"  gh"'''  mv'  111; 
li;iliili-i)  hy  a  fierce  pe_o;j]e.  apa  gave  Ijroe  hopeof  yvcr  being 

[">■ '^ i  riy  th«  patriarch  and  Itu  lamtiy.'fbf,  by  their couUnb 

jgiirrxyiiics,  it  would  Bccm  aa  if  they  could  not  even  obtain 
Bufhcii-nt  Tnn<i  to  fix  their  home:.  Yet,  there  again  the  Lord 
appeiirf'd  to  the  patriarch,  and  renewed  His  pRHDiK — thus 
proving  Hiit  tender  compaauoD  for  the  human  weaknen  of  His 
oreatuR'H,  and  enccur^iig  their  foitlt,  when  without  sach 
encouragement,  He  knew  it  must  have  failed.  To  add  to  their 
nuineioiis  kuman  diaoomforts  and  trials,  a  famine  broke  ont  in 
the  land,  so  Mvere  and  grievous,  that  Abram  aouchl  the  land 
of  Egj'pt ;  and  there,  rendered  fearful  by  the  exceeding  beau^ 
of  hiD  wife,  aod  the  supposed  barbarity  of  the  laud,  ne  bade 
Barai  call  licmlf  his  aister,  not  his  wife. 

In  this  first  deception,  however,  Abram  was  mncfa  morv  to 
be  BxcuMiQ  than  in  the  second.  He  had  not  yet  had  all  the 
convincing  proofe  of  the  EtcrDal's  tender  watchfulness  and 
care,  as  be  had  afterwards.     He  had  gone  to  %ypt  itUhout 
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the  «x}Mre«  coianuttui  of  tb*  I^ori),  oixl  tliii  rery  &ot,  to  oim 
•ceustomed  t«  <liviue  gnidanoc,  *ud  not  y«t  poluqie  foeUDg 
bioMKiir  soRioicDlly  atrong  «|)iritu«llj-  to  go  al«n«,  nntterea 
him  iDOK  feftri^l  Uun  ho  would  oth«nnae  havo  been,  He 
might  also  kav*  thought,  thikt  m  lie  wm  destined  for  » 
nmt  end,  it  wu  bis  tlnty^  to  uho  nay  menDs  to  preserve  the 
uft  K>  •ppointod,  willioiit  siifbciuntly  ooiisidcring  tlmt  life  «n<l 
dmlh  «flfe  equslly  ia  tliu  bands  of  tho  Eternal,  and  that  He 
would  pnscrve  His  Kmnt  olivu,  without  tbo  iDturvontioo  cf 
humui  means.  Spirtual  advanceaicnt  requires  effort,  poTa»- 
Terenocuidexponciicc,  OS  well  as  «v«cy  other;  nnd  Abrvtm  kim- 
stlf,  though  the  i'lcct  of  the  Btemitl,  could  uot  obtaio  perfection 
and  finnDom  in  faith  without  som«  human  treahlii^  which 
it  is  enough  for  us  to  know,  were  over-ruled,  compaaaioDated, 
and  forgircD.  We  perceive  by  the  s&crcd  narrative,  that  bis 
intention  was  frustrated,  and  his  words  cau;«cd  the  very  evil 
he  dreaded  ; — which  is  sufficioiit  n-Rming  for  us  to  avoid  all 
departure  from  the  straiRht  line  of  truth — while  the  continued 
care  and  favour  of  the  Lord  should  check  our  preamuptaons 
oondcmnacioD,  and  remind  us  that  if  His  justice  and  mercy 
titoogbt  proper  to  over-rule  and  forgive,  and  continue,  nay, 
increase  Uia  long  tenderness  towards  Abntm  and  his  family, 
It  is  our  part,  instead  of  marvelliog,  to  thaalc  Qod  that  auch 
weakncn  is  recorded,  that  wc  may  not  feel  it  is  humau  per- 
fection ofnw  which  calls  down  His  bkesiog,  and  so  shrink  back 
in  terror  and  despair. 

This  {)art  of  Sarai's  history  gives  us  infonnation  generally 
TOTy  intereeting  to  young  Icuiale  reatUra — that  ^le,  vas  vpry 
hlll'Btii'il'  ^^'e  are  wont  to  iniwine,  that  tlie  cltarau  of  dxty- 
five  could  not  be  very  lomarkable ;  but,  ri'ckoningaoooRling 
to  the  age  to  which  mortals  then  lived,  she  was  not  older  than 
ft  woman  of  tbirt)-  or  five  and  tbittv  would  be  now,  oonscqaently, 
in  her  prime  ;  endowed,  as  her  olstory  ^ves  us  aulborily  to 
roppoee,  with  a  quiet,  retiring  dignity-  which  tFretiiv  enhanced 
hfrT^""lir,  pud  lendcrod  it  yet  more  iiitarwln"ji  ''"'■  'hat  r\T 
jjtliianrli 

Protected  ftnm  this  danger,  his  substance  greatly  increased 
bv  Plutraoli's  gifts,  Abram.  his  wife,  ami  hoiuehold,  retraced 
tncir  steps  to  where  "his  tent  had  been  at  liistt  between  Betliet 
and  Hai. '  The  alur  which  be  had  originally  erected  was  stiD 
there,  and  again  hu  and  his  taoily  "ci^cd  on  the  name  of  the 
Lord."    The  comisand  of  Fhatttoh— "  Go  thy  way,"  wm  most 
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protMblf  TC^rdcd  and  ncted  on  by  the  pntriAroh  as  a  wanting 
that  hU  wuTrsI  luiil  moet  ballowM  home  «a»  in  the  land  to 
which  the  Lurd  )iad  origiuidly  guided  bim. 

In  the  erents  which  follow — th«  Mparntion  of  Ahmm  and 
IfOt — the  battle  of  the  kin^-j-tbe  imi>ri»)Dmcnt  «ikI  nsaa 
of  Lot — the  Ittesnng  of  MdchuNdeclc — Hoiy  Writ  makes  no 
mention  of  Airai,  fflw.wM  ptrfimning  thouc  dutira  of  an 
1tfiW*ViM'>'*''  "iff  "ri'*  gentle  mistress  of  her  biis^nnd'»  immvnw 
ntaUi*hm«nt,  which  arc  nothipg  to  write  about,  but  wbich 
taake  up  tjiu__Bmp  of  wi>iiiab'a"lifit,  eiMW  hif  SiMiit  md" 
TygfMt  BOurcea  of  liappincss.  Mid"  bring  her  wiomtoMy  b*fa>* 
Oftd^  Hijr  home  was  still  an  unscttl^  one.  Tiic'Lord  hnd"^ 
t^iua  appeared  to  rauew  His  promises  to  Abram — comforting 
hiin  in  tliu  sorrow  which  Lot's  choice  of  a  dwolling  in  the 
ainful  Sodom  liati  occasioned  him.  by  the  assunince  that  all 
tho  land  which  he  saw,  northnard  and  aonthward,  eastward 
End  wvstw^itxl.  would  He  gire  unto  him  and  his  Be>?d,  and  fais 
aced's  st«d  for  ever.  That  lie  was  to  "Arise,  and  walk  thronij^ 
the  land,  in  the  breadth  of  it  and  in  the  length  of  it,  for  t 
will  give  it  unto  tliee."  Id  consequence  of  which,  the  tent  of 
the  patriarch  was  remored  aouthward,  to  Mami«  in  HebroD, 
and  an  altar  built,  at  once  to  claim  the  land  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  and  Kive  to  Abram  and  hii  household  a  place  where 
to  worabip.  The  extent  of  the  patriarch'*  houaenold  mav  be 
imagined  by  the  fact,  that  at  his  word,  no  leas  than  tJiree 
hundred  and  eighteen  aervanta,  bom  in  his  house  and  trained 
to  arms,  accompanied  him  to  the  rescue  of  his  nephew.  Thoee 
who  were  left  to  attend  to  hia  flocks  and  herds,  which  he 
poflsftued  in  great  number*,  must  have  been  in  equal  proportion ; 
and  over  thc^,  during  hig  ahacnce,  Saru,  oausted  by  the 
Bteward,  had  unlimited  dominioa 

Tlmjteatiyi'yl  oaniid«uw  and  *^in  nfftlli?!!,  guhwiitiniT 
beWjiSr Abam  and  Saiai,  marks  iin*im™yh^y  ftTinir  ^gj^lify  ■ 
"l&u  his  wife  was  to  Abram.  friend  an  welfM  nartitor:  and  yeL 
(hat gatai  knw perfectiy >!*■•  <fyn ■''tli'"",  andnever atbempbed 
to  piixh  Iienwll  Jorwora  in  nnaeetnly  council,  or  use  the  influ- 
ence wbiob  she  ho  largely  poeseased  for  any  weak  or  sinful 
purpose.  Some,  however,  would  have  found  it  difficult  to 
preaerre  tlwtr  humility  and  meekness,  situated  as  was  Sarai 
A  ooaiser  and  narrower  mind  would  have  prided  herself  on  the 
promises  mode  her  husband,  ima^iniuff  there  most  be  some 
nipvrlativc  merits  either  in  herself  or  Abram,  to  be  so  singled 
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ont  b^  tlie  Eternal.  Thero  is  no  nride  so  daniteroos  and  mibUe 
as  8|Mritu&l  pride,  do  ton  more  liltel}'  to  gain  dominion  in  tb« 
«ftrly  HUges  of  religion — dodo  eo  disgiii^'d,  nnd  u  difficult  to 
b«  ditoovered  ai>d  rooted  out.  But  in  Snrai  there  «u  none  of 
tliis ;  not  »  pftrticle  of  pride,  even  at  a  time  when,  of  idl 
othens  sbe  miKlit  have  been  almoH  jnittilicil  in  fHiiig  it.  She 
WM,  indeed,  bWted  in  «  hoMbnod  vrlioso  oxsltod,  yet  domeetie 
\  and  itflf«etioiiatc   chArnctcr,   must   ever   hsve   strenffthMwd, 

f aided,  and  ch«Ti«bnl  her's ;  but  it  is  not  iJvrafs  Ue  most 
Irased  and  di^tingaish^d  woman  who  attends  the  moat 
&jtlifull]'  to  Iter  domestic  duties,  and  pT&^erves  unharmed  Uid 
ontaintwl  that  mcakao«a  aud  iotegnty  which  is  ber  greatest 
charm. 

Abram's  warlike  espedition  was  the  only  one  in  vbich  his 
wife  did  not  accam]>any  him.  Willi  whnt  loy  iibe  muitt  have 
welcomed  her  warrior  lord !  How  gTHttifully  muut  her  loving 
beart  have  delixbt«d  to  ponder  on  hi.*  mnKiiauimity,  in  eniag 
'  inatuitly  to  tJie  ie»cue  oi  liis  wenk  and  little  grateful  DepTicw  ; 
— ^D  hu  cotiraf^ — bis  suoceaa ;  aud  yet  more  on  his  noble 
vshtai  of  all  gifU  from  the  king  of  Sudura,  lust  the  glory 
dtould  be  taken  from  the  Lord,  and  anr  mortal  should  eay : 
**  I  hive  made  Abram  rich."  We  dwell  with  delight  on  the 
atirring  records  of  cbivolry ;  and  it  is  right  we  should  do  bo, 
for  the  study  of  all  honourable,  unselli^ih  and  nnworldly  deeds 
must  do  OS  good  :  but  where  shall  we  liod,  in  the  whole  bifitoty 
of  cbiraliy,  an  instance  of  »tuch  pi^rfect  nobility  and  magoam- 
mity,  unstained  by  one  action  from  which  mind  or  heart  coald 
revolt,  as  in  the  only  warlike  expedition  of  Abram  ?  It  was 
indeed  enoa;;li  fo-  a  woman  to  glory  in  :  and,  though  nothing 
is  said,  for  the  ret^cinl  of  Mows  is  too  iiTip<irtant  to  descend  to 
the  thoughts  and  fu-«linzq  of  woman,  we  may  well  imagine  the 
Bratcful  and  rejoicing  fcelingM  of  Sarai,  bn  she  welooined  her 
nnnband  home — forgetting  all  the  pangs  of  parting  and  loneli- 
ness of  sq»ntion,  in  the  triumph  and  delight  of  such  • 
meeting. 

It  was  after  thef«  thinj:?,  that  we  hare  the  first  allusion  to 
the  patriarch's  being  -t-jjjji—  And  by  the  words  in  which 
tite  Lord  addressed  bim — "  Peer  not,  Abram.  I  am  thy  shield, 
aud  exceeding  great  reward,"  we  are  led  to  suppose  that  some 
anxious  thwigbta,  and  perhapii  doubts,  natural  to  hnmanitv, 
were  occupying  his  mind.  IK*,  weak  and  frail  as  bims«lf, 
might  exclaim.  What,  ittill  doubting,  still  fearing,  when  bo  lios 
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hftd  M  Riany  proofs  of  the  Et«mal's  proriduiioe  and  g««  !  Bat 
iioA,  ffhoM  "  thoughts  an  not  our  thoughts,"  iDstwd  of 
reprwiRff,  addie«n  him  in  t«ruis  of  tbe  lAtderest  tore  and 
encourfl^emeat,  for  He  know  the  iiattire  of  Hi;*  crentiiK^  tmd 
ihftt  fjuth  could  ni>t  be  jwrfeotJy  attaiscd  vilhnut  ytatx  of 
vDtchfulncxs  and  prnycr:  ihid  if  it  vtcn,  niitn  would  ceftM  to 
be  nuu),  and  this  life  be  no  loiig<;r  whikt  it  vim  iut«nded— a  life 
of  trial.  Abma's  icstant  nply  rcreaU  tl>G  painful  thought* 
■  nhicb  bad  engrossed  him  : — "  Lord  God,  what  wilt  thou  giro 
me?  ee«D2l  go  childless,  and  tbe  steward  of  my  house  is  this 
Elii!2eT  of  I>amascus.  Behold,  to  me  than  hast  given  no  seed, 
and  lo,  one  boni  in  my  house  is  mine  heir."  God  hod  promieea 
that  the  land  should  he  his  and  hisseecTs.  but  Abramin  80TT0W 
beheld  years  pass,  aud  stiU  he  had  no  cJuld.    Sani  bad  Ipn^ 

faasedtheai'    ■  '.       '  '  ''         '         — ■■ 

t  was  mui^l' 


.nrTT: 


3  monier, 

I  :i.r  he  was 

y  leAiB  and 

I  iiromised, 

lieii,  not 

ui  be  hia 

probable, 


LiiLiiritily  hKakiiiL',  -li' 
iir.il — Iriily  [lim!-.  im 
— that  Abraiu  ^^liuuld  be  baraMfi  with  fin 
doubts,  than  that  he  should  have  had  noii..'.  i  I'.i  h  nl 
but  how  was  that  promiae  to  bafiillill'.'l  ■—■■■:.''  ■ 
nis  own  child,  but  "one  bom  in  hi'  luMi.i'  .. 
destined  lieir.  This  appeared  perluiiti  the  1110--I 
though  it  was  painrull}'  iii:ta|ipmiitinc; ;  nud  to  augthe  his  fear 
and  remove  it,  the  l.i>r  I  i  li  1  liu]  i  ..>- haresuid.  Th« 
gracious  and  most  Uii-  "il  j  .'iklii-;!;  ilir.Tily  lollcuwd— ttjut  nat 
one  born  in  his  \\(ius<\  Imt  hi»unn  eon  sliould  be  EiTlltfft 
and,  l)ic]ldii«^Tm  W(  iip  at  the  stCT^-M  dittttClW 'Jng 
numbefleStlicy^:'  iiiiH  1  the  cr<wr.  bnght  licawns — promised, 
that  "so  shalMij-  -vt^i  bo."  And  then  it  was,  that — all  of 
doubt  and  mist  and7onr  iITs^lTiug  in  the  heart  of  the  patriarch, 
befure  the  notda  of  the  Lord,  as  snow  before  the  sun — lis 
BELIBTSD  :  and  that  pure  paitii  was  accounted  lo  him  as 
RlGHTHOUSKies.  llow  blessed  are  those  words!  Id  eTeir 
station  of  life,  however  tried  and  sad  and  mourninf;,  ana 
deprived  of  all  power  to  t^nv  the  Lord  as  oui  hearts  dictate,  we 
may  yet  bhlievi;,  and  Faith  is  stUl  accounted  innHTEoussEss. 

Ou  tbe  glorious  prophetic  viuon  which  foIli>wcd  uhun  the 
sun  went  down,  we  may  not  linger,  as  it  will  take  us  tuo  far 
from  the  subject  of  our  narmtive. 

Great  must  have  bceo  Sarai'g  jov  when  this  gracious  promise 
wu  made  known  to  her.  If  to  Aornm  the  being  ehildfcss  was 
a  source  of  deep  regret,  it  must  have  hcen  still  niurc  so  to  her. 
Lftvitiy  anft  ^faneatit!^  mm. bar  wh,.I,<  !u  .ii>r\' proves  ahc-Baa.  how 
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often  may  she  hw  vwtnied  to  Hat  j.h*  w>hnmy  ^  "t  infaf^v  ■ 
to  teei  ooe  being  looked  up  to  her  wr  |iroteoUon  uoa  lu^c/iMtd 
ealled  her  by  that  sweet  name — Moclier.  But  this  juyiul 
ftQticipation  wnid  only  have  been  oTTUort  iluratioii,  &inu, 
aa  in  iromau'B  nature,  in  all  i)iobabilityima;;iiii-il  l\><i  juVilmoU 
would  immedifttely  follow  tne  promitt.  The  ntogt  difficult  of 
all  OUT  spiritual  attainmeata  ia  Co  teatt  fur  tliv  Lord  :  to  believe 
still,  throuj^h  louc  raonthR,  perhaju  ^eat«,  of  niiticipation  and 
dioappmntment,  t^t »  He  has  toid  it,  m  it  wiU  ^  so  it  mutt 
b«,  Uwu([h  our  finite  wiadoin  nannot  prooounoo  tli«  whtn.  Did 
the  Eternal  fulfil  Hbt  {(tiKiouti  pronusM  on  tlut  instAnt,  where 
would  be  tlie  trinl  of  our  futn,  uid  of  our  confidence  and 
oonHUiicy  in  prayer  ? 

E^iiuling  ttlill  tii«re  WM  DO  appcnmnoo  of  her  becoming  a 
mother,  we  are  led  to  supiwu,  by  the  events  which  follow, 
that  all  3*""'"  joyoua  anttcipationa  twineJ  infa  doomy  feaf8| 
■ot  "tdOVty  from  ilie  belioJ  tbat  ebe  ttersali  voold  not  be 
blesMd  willk  a  child,  bjtt  that  A^w^m  mJiAh.  ^  to  ^A  is  t.hi* 

perbaps,  by  Ute  recoUectioD  tbab  her  name  had  not  been 
uetittoned  as  tlw  destined  mother  of  the  prouiiaed  aeed,  but 
pavcbely  the  most  painful  which  couhl  find  entrance  in  a  heart 
affectionate  and  faithful  as  her  own.  To  prevent  thLi  misfortune, 
and  yet  to  further  (as  she  sup])OAed)  ttie  will  of  the  Ktcnal, 
Sarai,  )iad  recourse  to  biiui&n  mean^ 

All  women  in  her  iKwition,  and  iudiienoed  M  she  waa  by  tho 
awnners  and  customs  of  the  East,  wimid  have  both  fdt  aod 
■otod  as  ti»  did,  bat  few,  we  think,  would  hare  waited  so  long. 
It  was  ten  years  after  Afaram  lud  li-ft  I^pt  to  fix  his  ntwdence 
in  Canun,  before  Flagar  became  hii>  wife.  The  Mpftration  of 
bussslf  and  Lot  ajijieus  to  have  taken  place  in  the  fint  year 
•ftflr  their  uttlcmunt  in  Canaan,  the  expedition  against  tho 
Idogs  in  the  second  or  third  year  following.  And  we  are 
ezprenly  told,  Uial  it  wait  $oon  e^fttr  Vmt  oceunvncfs  that  the 
hni  appeared  unto  the  tiiiiriiirch,  and  promised  lum  an  lieir 
in  his  own  child ;  tho  Hebrew  word,  vi  (after),  signifyins. 
according  t/>  lUshi,  that  the  event  about  to  be  related  t'Kik 
^ace  «IM  qft«r  the  pcrio<l  of  the  former  nanstion ;  hut  when 
a  long  jmiod  has  interveneil,  tho  expression  *7}V  is  usciL* 

According  to  this  reokoniag,  Uien,  full  firs,  or,  at  the  my 

■  8m  "Th*  RMr*d  Serpturr*,  Hcbraw  ud  Engfllili."  tnii*lkled  (7  tba 
Hev.  D.  A.  Da  SnU,  A«.     Halt  to  verM  1  ol  clwpiM  irL 
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leaetv  three  fcnra  roust  liave  clapMd  bctvccn  tlie  promiM  mad* 
to  Abram  xnA  hJa  tnkJny  Hiuwu-.  ot  Borai's  own  n?<tuu»t,  to  be 
l^iajji&i ;  and  lew  womim  would  lutve  b«bdd  V^ILr  aTUt  fon- 
pnai,  .each  year  ipcreanipg  the  impowiibility  of  net  buoominga 
mother,  and  yet  bo  bcucrctt  as  tu  sriilitH  iiii  tmunaii  fuaafl  lai.. 
tm~ImthoraDC«  of  her  wishes.  In  ^T^ll^i^g  and  rcflectiog  ou 
the  blessings  promised,  and  revelationn  made  to  the  favonred 
Bervante  of  the  Lord,  we  are  apt  to  soppoBo  that  their  lives 
were  preserved  from  all  trouble,  alt  trial  of  delay,  from  the 
fearful  uckneai  of  anticipation  disappointed,  and  hope  deferred : 
whereas,  &  more  intimat«  study  of  the  holy  Scripturea  would 
convince  us,  that  though  indeed  most  spirittiaUymtBBcd,  their 
mortal  lives  were  not  more  exempt  from  labour,  and  all  the 
sorrotiv  proceeding  from  human  emottooR,  than  our  own.  We 
only  see  tliose  periods  on  >vhich  the  broad  tight  of  smuhine 
fallM.  l^he  darker  shades  of  human  doubt,  the  otten  aupjiowd 
bli^htiuff  -f  hope,  the  Htru);^la't  and  torrom  of  the  spirit  alter- 
nating witn  the  rest  atid  confidence  which  it  sometimas  enjoys ; 
these  we  see  nol,  and,  therefore,  pronounce  tiieni  unknown  to 
OUT  forefathers ;  wbervaj,  did  wc  examine  oioio  clnsoly,  we 
should  not  find  severer  tris^  in  our  own  lives  thnn  in  tficiis ; 
nor  coasc  to  hcli^o,  for  a  single  moment,  that  the  God  who 
guided  them  tlirough  the  dark  shadows  of  human  tiiids,  an^ 
steei^thened  them  with  the  light  of  Uis  pn»enc«^  does  no^ 
eqaaUy  guide  and  reveal  Himself  to  ua. 
'Hie  tiT8t  human  evidence  that  Saiai's  scheme  would  be 

Sroductive  of  Tcxation  and  sorrow,  as  well  as  of  joy,  was  her 
issppciiiitmi'iit   «it(i  if^iird   in  H.iu  :i'    I'l i; it' M iii'i\  humiUt 

■-    i-Ji  1'  .:.:-,L'-|iil     th;it     i;      ■■   i-      !   I      !.i': 

ihc  owed   the  ^rivi  >    ■      i    ■■ 
.Jilt  herself,  a^  to  f.-.  i 

I  if^prt  In  h'  "^  -'I 

I    ■      ■  ■;  LfHCe    brfe:il  ■■■■  ■'.  I  iiii  III'-     1.: .  I 

I'  wo  to  exalt  onr«elT«s  for  imwnaty  roporiorily — 
ivn  oil  those  who  have  served  us,  whom  Go<l  hat 
a  U3  privileges  of  which  they  arc  deprived.  Wc 
II  throiiL^h  thoughtlessness  that  tlioue  very  things 
I'  .in  II  proud,  oomc  not  from  ourselves,  but  front 
Uim  whu  lui^lii.  iMiUuily  have  vouchsafed  them  to  others.  We 
may  not  indeed  have  the  same  incitement  to  pride  and  pre- 
sumption as  Hagar,  but  have  we  nnvr  despised  others  for  the 
want  of  those  accomplishmentSj  those  advantages,  that  beauty, 
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ftod  other  f^fto  from  Oud,  ithich  w«  onradvea  may  poHNes ! 
.^r«t  •ometinMi,  Utongb  «o  trust  such  emottnna  are  nre  aa 
tii47  u«  Md,  the  mrentii  who  have  toiled  and  laboured  to  dve 
us  sdvanta^  oTdreM  wid  education  far  above  wliitt  tney 
pooBWBcd  themsclTc$— the  Mci  aster,  who  is  coatcuted  and 
rqoiced  to  remain  in  the  bock  ground,  that  yanager  and  fairer 
vies,  whom  sho  loves  almost  with  a  mother's  tore,  may  come 
forward— the  homely  nod  older  fashinni?d  aunt,  to  whom, 
perbape,  a  aster's  orphan  family  owe  tJieir  all — tbesu  are  the 
Dero^  whom  the  joang  and  thooghtless  bat  too  often  aeoretiy 
despise,  w  if  thmr  mperior  adrantoges  had  come  fVom  them- 
Belree,  not  from  God,  thnxugb  loving  relativea  and  friendii. 
And  this  was  the  case  with  Uafcar.     A«i[wrfiftial  rgn^Hinytrf 

mmoe  laiBbneaa^  Wi-  think  only  of  Hagara  wandering  id 
the  wildernera,  and  i>ity  hec  aa  ciniilly  tTeat«d,  and  suj>])we, 
that  as  the  Most  High  relieved  herthroucli  His  angel, m«  hod 
aertrr  been  in  any  way  to  blame.  Now,  though  to  sympathiM 
with  the  sorrowing  and  afflicted  be  one  of  our  purest  and  best 
feelings,  it  most  not  so  blind  uh  as  to  uKrent  our  doing  justloe 
to  the  infltcter  of  that  aiHiction,  Wo  caodidJy  avow,  that 
until  lately  we  too  thouf{ht  gurai  haiah  and  anjmt.  anJ  rathy 

bftXftiSSS 


Ciiiupiy  Di'civuw  i-li'-   "■■■I'l      'I 
WDof  tliat  Ha«ar  U  :  .  in  -..-r, 
I  /Ull^  or  be  would  not  hitvc  cotniaim 
'  to  return  and  submit  h<.'rK-lf  to 
reservation  whntovcr. 


an: 


_    mtraot  it, 

an>  quite  mtfficicni 

:i  I  Sftrai's  chastisement 

I'lNi  hcr,MSaiu'H6oA('won«i% 

hiT  miHtrese'  power,  without 

ly  reservation  whntovcr. 

It  must  indeed  Lavo  been  a  bitterly  poiuful  disappointment 
to  Suai,  that  instead  of  reccdving  increased  gratitude  and 
aflectioii  from  one  whom  she  had  so  raised  and  cherished,  she 
ms  deposed  with  an  insolence  that,  nnle^  checked,  might 
tmng  diaeord  and  misery  in  a  household  which  had  before 
been  so  bleased  with  peace  and  lore.  Sarai's  was  not  a 
tam«ly  to  ingntitnda.  TESewasiITtCInt 
_  SUl  iQjr.  U  dd  part  dl  UU  AlUll). 
OT  pKcept,  do  we  peroeive  the  necessity  or 
tbo  nurit  of  that  Hjiecies  of  cold  indifiWnce.  which  is  by  some 
wel]<mieaning  rcltgioiu  pereons  lupposed  to  be  the  self-control 
and  piuns  forgiteueu  ta  injuies  most  acceptable  to  God.  The 
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[iniriarchal  and  JcwihU  history  alike  prove  that  nttnra]  fMUnp 
Hure  not  to  be  iraQi|)l«d  upon.  The  llcbreir  code  woe  foraied 
by  a  God  of  lore  for  the  nature  of  sum,  nut  angcb— formed 
ao  ai  to  be  o&^ied,  not  to  be  laid  uid«  as  impncticable.  Tbe 
poasioDS  and  feetiuga  of  the  East  were  vny  diffeiviit  to  thoae 
of  tbe  calmer  and  colder  North  ;  and  nowhere  in  Holy  Writ 
ar«  IK  told  that  thoee  feelinga  and  emotioos  must  be  annihi- 
lated. SubJtud  and  gttidtd  indeed,  as  must  be  the  consequence 
of  a  true  and  strict  adliereikce  to  the  Uv  of  God,  and  impartial 
acody  of  His  void ;  bat  iu  tlie  sight  of  a  God  of  Ion,  iodif- 
fnenoe  can  oever  be,  and  never  iraa,  teligioD. 

Yet  even  this,  an  afiair  of  feeling  entiiely  between  herself 
and  Hag&r,  coujd  not  uive  Sarai  to  any  line  of  conduct 
anauthorised  by  her  huahand.  Naturally  indiptaat,  iba 
eonplatned  to  fiim,  perhaps,  too,  with  some  eecteC  Uax  that 
Uaf^,  faToured  ao  much  ^bore  herself  by  the  hope  of  her 

S'tidiK  him  a  son,  might  be  unduly  JuHtifitKl  and  protected. 
at  it  wan  not  m.  Abram's  answer  at  oiwe  oonnnoea  her  tbat 
Hauar  hod  not  taken  her  (rfaoe;  nay,  that  thou^  Ahnn 
could  not  do  otherwise  thu  feel  tenderness  and  kindoets 
towards  her,  h«  at  oikoe  reeognised  Sarai's  supremacy,  both  as 
bis  wife  and  Hagar's  mutress,  and  bade  her  "do  with  hsc  what 
aeeneth  good  to  thee."  We  have  to  many  proob  of  Abram's 
iust,  afEtctionate,  and  forgiviog  character,  that  wo  may  fully 
Deliere  be  would  never  haro  said  this,  if  he  had  not  been 
ooaTinoed  that  it  was  no  unjost  accusation  on  the  part  of 
Sarai.  He  knew,  too,  that  she  was  not  Ukely  to  inSict  moct 
pBiiishment  than  she  deserred.  partiealarlv'  on  a  favourite 
slave ;  and,  therefore,  it  was  with  his  full  consent  "  Sarai 
alHicted  her,  and  she  fled  trwa  her  pTOseoce." 

WhatoTcr  the  nature  of  thU  affliction,  it  could  sot  have 
been  very  severe — neither  pain  nor  re^traiut — for  Hagar  had 
the  poKcr  to  fly.  fieproof  to  an  iiritahle  and  disdainful  mind 
is  often  felt  as  intolerable,  and  Riven,  too^  as  it  no  doubt  was. 
with  severity,  and  at  a  time  when  Hagar  felt  exalted  aoa 
8U|ierior  to  all  around  her,  even  to  her  nustnas,  her  pcoud 
spirit  ui;^  fiuht  iDBtend  of  anbmisnoD,  and  not  wi  addnased 
by  the  voice  of  tbe  aagd  did  those  reboUiovs  foelbgs  sabndr. 

There  was  no  mistaking  the  angelic  Toic^  and  his  fint 
wo^Is  destroyed  the  proud  dreams  which  she  had  indulged. 
"  ilngar,  Sarai's  bondwoman  I"  be  said,  and  the  t«rffl  toldur, 
In  tlie  sight  of  God  she  was  still  the  same,  "whence  eataul 
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thou,  and  wliithrr  krt  ttiou  goin^  ?"  It  wis  uot  bocause  he 
kuvw  not  thnt  he  thut  spoke.  Tlio  messengers  of  the  Lord 
uccd  no  enli^'litcnmont  on  the  aO&irs  of  men,  but  tlieir  qnostiooa 
luv  o4aptc(l  to  (tic  natnr«  of  men,  to  awaken  them  to  con- 
i>cioasDcs9,  to  still  tUe  tumnlt  of  human  pafsion,  and  by  clear 
nod  simple  qui^jtiooiDS  e/nn/Kl  »  cltdr  and  true  reply.  Had 
his  command  ti>  return  oeen  mven  vfithout  preparation,  HsRar's 
obedience  would  hate  been  the  effect  of  fear,  not  courictioii. 
But  those  simple  questions,  "  WHieoce  cameat  thou  ?  nhilber 
art  thon  going?"  startled  her  from  the  tumultuous  emotions 
of  rebellion  and  pmumptioD.  Whence  had  she  com«  t  From 
a  happy  loving  home,  wnere  she  hod  been  the  favourite  of  an 
tBduleent  and  gentle  miatreu  ;  ft  home  which  would  speedily 
be  to  bet  yet  dearer,  as  the  lirth^ace  of  her  child  ;  that  child 
who  was  to  be  the  ttiipposed  heir  to  her  mutor  and  all  his 
aftint«d  privileges  ;  from  friends,  from  compani(»i0,  all  whom 
•ho  had  loved :  and  she  had  left  them  !  And  whither  was  ah* 
going  r  How  roiuht  she  answer  when  she  knew  not  ?  Was  ah* 
about  to  resign  iill  of  affection,  privilege,  joy,  to  wander  in  the 
wildemesH,  h<.-lpl««!t  and  alone  T  How  idle  and  impotent  now 
I  Memed  her  pn-vious  feelings.  Tliosc  simple  questions  had 
>  dashed  back  light  on  her  darkened  heart,  and  humbled  her  at 
[once;  and  simply  and  truthfully  she  answered,  "I  flee  from 
the  preMivcc  of  my  mistreffi  Sarai ; '  thus  meekly  acVoowledgins 
that  Sorai  was  still  her  mistress,  and  that  her  deiiaion  oad 
indeed  been  wrong.  Reproof,  therefore,  followed  not:  bat 
(ha  angel  bade  her.  "  Itctum  to  thy  mistress,  and  submit  tnyeelf 
to  ber  power."  And,  perceiring  that  her  repentance  waa 
-aincere,  and  wuuld  lead  t<i  obedience,  be  continued  graciously 
to  promise  that  her  ^eed  should  be  multiplied,  an  that  it  should 
not  be  numliered  for  the  multitude  ;  that  her  son  should  bear 
a  name  which  would  ever  remind  ber  that  God  had  beard  her 
a6lietion,  with  other  prorata:}  concerning  that  son,  j/et  immm 
which  might  lea^l  her  to  tlie  deceitful  belief  that  he  would  be 
Abmm'a  jtromised  seed. 

Ineximwibly  consoled,   in   the  mtdst   of  her  bitter  self- 

rqxoaon,  and    i-onvinc«d,   by   hiit    aupcriDitiiral    voice    and 

diaaiipeanuwe,  that  it  waa  indeed  an  angel  direct  from  the 

Lora  witli  whom  vht  had  s|jokeii,  it  is  evldont  from  the 

'  .context,  although  not  tlit-re  mentioned,  that  Hu£ar  muittiiaw 

abeaitatijialy  ilLwyed;  and  ivtumed  to  her  mistruss— CMiivinoed 

^  .        mor — niibioiwive  nnd  repentant,  anil_becn  by  Sarai 

~:liKMT«d  wiOi  tvtuiuiug  ooBtidenov  and  fnti  lorgiveneas. 


J 


TUB  WOltU  or  ISKASl. 


In  due  ormne  of  time  tJw  nronutt  was  folfUled,  auA  Hmsv. 
to  tli«  great  joy  of  Abrain,  nad  a  aon,  whom  Abram  aSita 
labmael,  than  proTioK  that  Hagsr  most  ka?e  imiwrted  Uw 
Tint  of  the  aitgel,  uid  hia  camnuDd  aa  to  the  name  of  her  aoiL 

Before  *e  proceed,  ne  woald  entreat  onr  TOnnger  K»d«ra  to 
puuc  one  moment  ou  the  simple  beta  we  datc  reUtcd  ;  tsA 
»  ttke  it  t(>  their  heartdt  tlut  Ui«  fint  wonb  of  the  aogel  mftjr 
bteome  thi-in  u  «ell  nit  Hugar's.  We  have  not  ind«ed  th* 
direct  comiiiuntii)|N  with  the  meiseagen  of  Uw  Lord,  aa  m 
reeorded  to  the  Bible- ;  but  we  an  not  left  uiiguided  and 
UDquaetioDSd.  We  have  still  an  angdio  voiott  within  us,  that, 
would  we  but  oMoura^  it  to  spuuc — woidd  we  but  listen  to 
it— can,  eren  as  tlie  oDgol's,  still  the  wild  torrent  of  pa:<8ioii, 
awaken  us  to  our  neglected  duty,  and  lead  us,  repentant  and 
aDrrowing,  to  those  whom  we  may  have  offendeu.  God  liaa 
not  left  us  without  His  witness.  The  VOICS  OF  OOSSCUEXCB 
may  be  to  us  whit  angel  visits  were  to  our  anceetors  a(  old. 
There  is  do  period  of  oar  livee  in  which  it  is  wholly  lost ;  but 
in  youth  it  is  etroDgeat  and  roost  thrilliog.  In  youth  it  ia, 
that  we  awake  from  the  (ofteo)  stagoant  sleep  of  earlier  years: 
— we  awake  to  a  conscioosDeaa  of  bright,  glowing,  beautiful 
exiatence ; — we  becotoe  conscious  of  a  deep  yeairung  after  tbe 
good,  and  at  the  same  time  sorrowfully  feel,  tJiat  it  is  not  quit* 
OS  eagy  to  attain  as  we  believed  it.  As  our  emotiooa  and 
feeling  snriuf;  into  life,  so  does  conscienoe.  We  become  aware 
of  a  peculiar  thrilling  sense  of  joy,  when  we  have  accompliabed 
^d,  citlMT  in  GOUQuering  ourselvea — iu  giving  up  a  *«lft«li 
mclina^on — or  in  stiewinf;  kindu««H,  affectJon,  and  respect  to 
othcn.  There  ia  a  glowing  ennxo  »f  joy,  when  con»otcnoe  tells 
ua  that  we  hare  done  well,  unlike  the  joy  proceeding  from  any 
other  cauMe  ;  and  m  it  approves,  witli  an  angel  voice  that  uul 
be  biiartl,  ao  do<«  it  (lL>;Lpi)Tuve.  We  may  stifle  it — we  may 
refuR  to  listen  to  it*  stul  am^  tones — yet  wo  cannot  shako 
off  tJie  depreasion  and  the  sadness  which  it  leaves.  Wu  inay 
n^/uM  to  know  wherefore  we  thus  feel ;  but  it  is  CMlfnmw 
still  How  much  better  then  to  pennit  its  having  voke  and 
power,  and,  us  it  dictates,  do — to  encourage  it  at  timefl  to 
speak,  and  ever  keep  its  tulont  watch,  for  we  need  it.  0  bow 
poverfally  wo  need  it  I  How  fearful  is  our  reeponsibili^  if 
ire  pennit  it  to  lie  uniucd  ;  for  more  strongly  than  aught  ebi 
does  it  bieatho  our  npurovaJ,  or  our  condemnation,  in  the 
Bght  of  the  J'^nL    Is  tneie  one  amongst  us  that  has  not  £el^ 


J 
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•t  one  tini«  or  other,  emotions  ttiinilar  to  those  of  Hag»r^ 
angi>r  at  nptoot,  sconi  of  theno  who  n^nm,  rebeUioD  agauiat 
tbi;ir  dictatoa;  and  we  would  fly  Irou  their  jweMiioe  with 
wtftth  st  oar  heorU,  and  rebellion  od  oar  lipa :  Mid,  »t  tuob 
timeSf  does  the  voice  of  iv^Dsoienoe  never  steal  over  tu  with 
qneetioiu  omilat  to  th^e  ?  "  Whence  comeet  tlioa  ?  AViiitlutr 
woaldBt  thou  Beel  Wfiat  wouldiit  thou  do)"  S&utliug  ui 
from  wrstb.  often  and  often  into  a  bunt  of  paaeionMe  and 
Belf-repfoacuful,  thoii;;li,  as  jet,  only  half-reitentant  teut, 
Aad  when  that  paeaion  in  a  decree  if  ttlUed— when  affcctjoa 
and  reasMi,  aoftly  and  ])Ieadiiiffly  reaume  their  sway,  does  not 
ihe  ftonl  voice  bid  un  also  return"  unto  those  whom  we 
bave  onended  ?  It  U  wiMSt,  bvsl.  though  our  wayward  »[)inu 
•Imnk  from  it,  proud  of  tJicir  owu  will,  desirous  of  undue 
freedom.  And  at  audi  liiues,  O  well  it  is  for  us,  now  and 
hereafter,  if,  even  as  Hagnr.  we  retiim  anil  submit,  and  thus 
•okoowlodM  the  power  of  that  inward  voice  !  lu  angelio 
vhieper  wul  come  to  us  again :  we  need  not  fear  then,  nor 
fthrink  from  a  lonely  patli — we  have  within  us  the  "  angel  of 
the  liord."  But  those  who  hear  ^et  refuse  to  heed,  drowning 
that  heavenly  whisper  by  plunging  anew  into  gaiety  and 
pleasure,  or  stifling  it  by  unwonted  industry,  are  expoeiac 
themaelvea  to  distant  but  untold  of  sorrows.  It  will,  indeetC 
be  long  ere  consoienM  becomes  ao  ulenoed  as  not  to  iutrud^ 
bat  she  will  at  length ;  and  then,  when,  in  agony  of  spirit,  we 
milt  fcon  onr  vain  dream,  and  would  give  worlds,  if  we  had 
there,  to  feel  ojs  we  bave  felt — to  hear  onoe  more  ti»  voice  of 
oonseienee  thrilUiif^  and  direotiug  as  in  happier  joara — to  be 
awftke  to  the  coiuKioiunen  of  our  fault«,  tbat  we  might  correct 
and  subdue  them — and  fed  onoo  more  the  glowing  approval  of 
our  etriviiigs  after  good,  0  how  agonising  must  be  the  conviction 
—it  is  we  who  have  spurned,  neelected,  bod  so  silvnced  the 
angel  of  the  Lord,  tliat  it  must  be  a  long,  long,  and  weaiy 
interval  of  pain  and  toil,  and  wntching,  ere  wo  may  list  those 
aweet  low  spiritaal  tones  again.  Better,  Csr  better,  the 
VHKDetttary  pain  and  humilitv  of  acknowledgment  and  sub- 
jmisaioD.  Better,  far  better,  the  too  tender  oonBoi«nce,  ^ving 
pain,  ill  tome  oasen  apparently  unnecessarily,  than  its  sdence 
and  stagnation ;  for  it  hcbt  one  day  awake,  and  dreadful  will 
Iw  that  waking.  To  obtain  tbat  bWaed  influence — to  foel  that 
to  US  is  seut,  m  to  our  anceators,  "  the  angel  of  the  Lord  " — 
wo  have  but  to  study  the  word  of  God  and  ourselves.    It  may 


'  H  at  fiak  m»My  ad  and  vofT  boiin  winy  KtMr  tcMB 
nd  maj  s  MOvC  Bog;  iar  it  b  kaid  •»  to  no*  — wtf 
m  to  ■»fiu»l»MwlfiilwBiwtiehq>hgB  — bmC  b  a  hwd 
to  fHlats  IDB  too  BSfooBt  iBwolwiwo  cc  uvtwuto 
faaeoMo  OT  haov  ActvI  do  M  Ihb.  Uiahvdi 
to  MfwnD  •  MM^nnMh  T  *  wiiiiri  intj,  4iy  I 
M  «e  00^  «<«■  thoosh  oar  fimdi  ne  Mt  A*  n 
hMii,  wfaaa&wiidtipp«ope;fagaTbiMtotedfai^pw»o;  nd 
■Q  tiui  ««  n«N  eaoomer,  vooU  w«  ftady  — 1»»  lad 
Oed*!  wcrd.  ttU  ow  Wwto  Woona  ihriaei  fa-  Ha  caidiag 
■^  Bot  0,  nd,  depraaiBg  at  aO  this  b^  aHS,  it  ii  tart 
a^nia  ™  «i>*  i»i«M*™y<-<  *«A»jiMpA»a«i^;iiyiiiiii 

ia  lU  aMoapaaiBeBt     Thoae  ^te  him  oom  Ut  tn  ^ov  of 

two,  hopt,  which  it  gina  wfaea  sD  atowKi  ■  daiihte  and 
dork,  vbo  bd  that,  haad-uk-baitd  with  £uth  and  pnjvt,  it  ■ 
Icbdiag  us  aa&ljr  aad  Uenedhr  through  the  axoar  padia  «f 
artl^  erca  thnmdi  the  daric  raOe^  at  death,  np  to  the  gbwaiM 
and  UBtBoirtal  lignt  of  beaTeo,  will  welcome  ana  ita  anorefi 
paaf  to  caU  it  laaa,  aad  hail  it  as,  indeed,  tha  aocel  of  the 

It  raar  V  that  SarmTa  eonactioo  of  Huar  w  amltily 
Iniri),  a]thijUf()i  we  tiavc  nn  warmnt  in  wriptsre  for  to 
bdltntig ;  bat  it  is  erideut,  tliat  tiirni  is  no  Autbar  meatJon 
of  oonte&tjoa  awl  diMgreemeit  between  tbam.  that  she  ircei'wd 
lur  MbmianoD  with  goitJciMMB,  ud  natond  her  to  favour.  U 
ia  well  wboD  fbr^reneaa  ia  thos  leooided  :  maoT  aad  waaj  a 
yniing  neek  qxrit  would  obey  the  voica  of  ttw  aagd  aad 
ratum,  io  bniiult^  aad  lore,  could  thej  bat  be  ame  that 
anbBUMdoD  would  be  geatlv  and  loringl^  rec«ived ;  and  afazmk 
from  it  onlr  becatne  toe  coilliog  rec«ptioa.  the  uUtrai  bat  not 
/M  reeouciIialMni,  fitUa  nyim  tbeii  still  quiTering  beatta  with 
a  jNvng  &Dd  deeTadation  which  they  feel  that  aa  yet  they 
mi  not  bear.  The  spirit  of  that  healiiu  aod  conw>ltt«  love, 
which  has  in  birth  ia  religion,  mist  goioe  both  the  onendea 
nn'l  tUo  offender,  or  reconoiliwoo  Barer  can  be  oomplete ;  oor 
Ititi  latter  be  securely  aod  connDcandy  led  bode  to  uutt  better 
jHitb  to  which  the  angel  points.  The  pang  of  oaraituJtcd 
cuDfideoce,  chilled  affection,  and  all  the  bittenen  of  niUMoea* 
vay  degradation,  will  be  stronger  at  first  than  the  appraviDfl 
glow  ofconscienee  ;  while  a  oontrary  rec«ptioD,  eren  thoagl 
It  may  heighten  the  pang  of  aelf-reproacn,  will  soothe  wd 


^ 


tARAH. 
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Qcoange,  for  the  tnvard  voice  whin>era — we  han  done  wdl ; 
and  from  that  momcDt,  the  hcaTeBi;  measenger  UBamee  her 

EM  dominion  in  the  hoarl,  never  to  be  lured  thence  again. 
For  tbirteen  j^ears  Abram  and  Sarai  must  liave  looked  upon 
uael  as  the  promised  seed;  for,  thotuh  not  aotuallr  bo 
i^  there  vas  neither  spiritual  aigo  nor  numan  hope  of  the 
mtnuch  harine  any  other  cliiid.  At  the  end  of  that  jwriod, 
fu>weveT,  the  Moat  Hi^'h  a^fain  appi^red  unto  Abram,  pro- 
oUimiiie  Htm^etf  ai  the  Almioutt, — a  lit  introduction  to  the 
«TeDt  He  wa^  about  to  foretell ;  and  btddtiis  Hi«  favoured 
iwrvant,  "  Widk  before  me,  and  be  thou  peHeot,"  perfect  in 
truKt,  in  faith,  without  imj  regard  to  human  proWbilities,  for, 
as  Aimtjthtjr  Uod,  all  tliiiiK<  were  posnble  with  Him.  The  name 
of  the  patriarch  was  tiion  changed,  as  a  sign  of  the  many 
nations  over  whom  he  was  appointed  father— the  land  ogaia 
promised  him — aiul  the  covenant  appointed  which  was  to 
mark  his  descendants  as  the  chosen  of  the  Lord,  the  everlasting 
inheritors  of  Canaan  :  and  bear  witnen,  to  untold-of  ages,  « 
the  truth  of  the  Lord's  word,  and  the  election  of  Ilia  people. 
Tbia  proclaimed  and  commamled,  the  Eternal  commenced  His 
information  of  the  miracle  He  was  aboot  to  perforin,  by 
desiringAbrabam  to  call  his  wife  no  longer  Sarai  ^jf  bat 
Sarah  "j? — a  change  wbich  our  ancient  fathers  suppoee  to 
mean  the  same  as  from  Abram  to  Abraham.  "  Sarai,  signifying 
a  lady  <ir  princoaB  in  a  restricted  sense,  imported  that  abe  waa 
a  I-idy,  or  prtDUM,  to  Abram  only  ;  when-u.i  the  latter  name 
^^i^iineo  princess  or  lady  absolateiy,  in<licatinK  that  she  would 
H|bus  be  acknowledged  by  many,  even  as  Abraham  was  to 
^Veoome  the  fatlicr  of  many  nations."*  A  meaning  pcifecUy 
recondlable  with  the  vem  which  follows  :  "  And  1  will  bless 
her,  and  give  thee  a  son  kIku  of  her  :  yea,  I  will  ble«s  tier,  bo 
that  she  shall  bo  a  vtother  of  nation* ;  Hn^  qf^tepU  shall 
be  of  her."  She  was,  therefore,  no  longer  a  pnnce«s  over 
Abraham's  household,  but  a  princi.^  in  royal  rank,  from  whom 
iingf  should  descend.  Joy  mn»t  have  been  the  first  emotion 
of  Abraham's  heart  at  this  miraculous  ansounoement,  mingled 
with  a  feeling  of  wonder,  and  astonishment  how  anch  a  thing 
could  be  ;  but  then,  in  his  peculiarlr  affectionate  heart,  came 
tlie  thought  of  bia  lirst-bom  Uhmael.  and  with  eamestnen  he 
ptaywi,   "0  that  Ishmael  might   live  before  thee  1"    And 

*  8m  mU  to  Uao.  ITU.  10,  In  lb*  B«t.  ?.  A,  Do  S«U'i  Inn^Uon  of 
iBiUa. 
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Ttn  womoi  or  isbail. 
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Aoofb  ifae  Eternal  cvaM  Dot  gnnt  this  prayer,  for  tbe  wed 
•f  Awab&in.  ^m  wlimn  tlis  chosen  Dcople  would  qiring, 
moat  be  of  pora  aod  onraixed  birth,  lie  yet.  tritb  oompM* 
MonatiBg  tenaentesB,  aoobbed  the  fittlier'a  aaxiouB  lore,  bjr  tiw 
gneioas  pioiuiae  tiuU,  thondi  Sanh'a  child  most  be  Uic  aeod 
with  whom  His  covenant  eoould  be  estaUiahed,  jei  iThnntl 
alio  abonld  be  b)eaK>d  and  multiplied  exceedinidy,  and  become 
CTso  ••  IsMO.  tiM  father  ofa  Rreat  nation.  "And  for  Iduaael 
I  hare  aleo  beard  thee."  How  blened  an  enooaragunent  fin 
tu  to  pour  forth  our  praters  onto  the  Xiord,  proring,  bow 
OOMolbglj,  that  no  prayer  is  offered  in  rain ;  for  if  He  cannot 
gnnt  as  our  infinite  wiabcs  would  dictate.  He  will  yet  hear  na 
-^wvt  fnlfit  our  prayer  far  better  for  our  welfan,  and  tlie 
wawe  of  oar  beloved  onee,  than  our  own  wishes  ooold  ban 
accomplished,  had  th«y  been  granted  to  tbo  folL 

The  aooeptanceof  tMoorenant  tbroagbont  Abraham's  hoaa»- 
bold.  and  «w  change  in  her  own  nnniL-,  must,  of  course,  bam 
been  imparted  by  Abfsbam  to  his  wife,  with  the  addition  of 
the  atsitliiig  promis&^that  she  too,  even  at  her  advaaeed  a^ 
diould  bear  a  son.    Yet  %  *"*  *"*'iTifflrrj  "***"  *hfi  I™1BT 

at  it,  sbft]  _ 
_  L    Aocustome 
of  Abraham — to  supjioae  her  i 
more  particularly  as  she  had  never  been  named  before  as  the 


Dple  <|ue«tiDn- 
_,  dismissed  the 

tbongtit,  as  lecallinz  too  painfully  thoM  araeat  h<^ws  aikd 
wiBfaee,  which  she  had  with  such  difBculty  previously  eubdaed. 
Engaged,  as  was  her  wont,  in  her  domestic  duties,  she  was  one 
day  mtennpted  by  the  baisty  entrance  of  Ki-r  husband,  requir- 
ing her "  quickly  to  prepare  three  mcaenrcs  of  Sue  meal,  knead 
it,  and  m!ikc  it  into  cakes."  Patriarchal  honpittlity  was  uerver 
satisfied  hy  committing  to  hirelings  only  t^  fit  preparations 
for  a  bcarty  wilcomc,  Wu  see  either  Sonui  herself  making  the 
deKJreii  calces,  or  closely  superintending  her  domeslics  in  doiuit  so; 
and  tiie  jMitriarcb  haat^ning,  in  the  warmth  of  his  hospitality, 
himyelf  to  feteh  a  cilt  from  the  herd,  t'>  give  it  to  a  yoang 
mail  to  droM  it,  though  he  had  abundance  of  eerrants  around 
him  to  save  him  the  exertion.  Yet  both  Abraham  and  Sarah 
were  of  the  nobility  of  the  Eternal's  creating.    He  had  raised 


SAKAU. 
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I  tH^MMwe  th«ir  fellovi,  and  lie»tow«il  on  them  the  patent  of 

I  an  aristoontcy,  witli  vrhioU  not  one  of  the  natiosn  cotiM  viir, 

I  toT  it  camo  fivia  Ood  Himtelf.     He  had  changed  their  namoi 

I  to  signify  tlwir  royal  claims — to  make  thrm  re^rdcd,  in  futuiv 

I  B^cs,   M  nublc  ancestors  of  a  long  lino  of  prophets,  kings, 

I  pnriceB,  and  nobles;  and  there  vrue  a  ivtincinent,  a  nobw- 

L  iiesj,  a   magnaniniit}r  of  character  in   both   the  patriarch 

f  J4.i  hia  wife,  which,  breathing  thnnigb  tlwir  ven*  simplicity, 

betrayed  their  natiTe  aristocracy,  and  marked  them  of  tliat 
princely  nee  irhich  has  its  ori^iu  In  the  favour  and  election  of 
the  King  of  kiiiga.  The  primitive  simpU-ity  of  oar  first  fathers, 
generally  imbues  the  miud  nith  the  miaiaken  idea  of  theJr 
beinff  simply  farmers  or  agticnlturists,  both  of  which  the>'  cer- 
tainly WKK,  but  uot  the£«  alone,  as  aupjjosed  in  the  present 
ac^AfpIatiitn  of  the  term.  They  were  princes  and  Dobfes,  not 
^^  only  in  their  mentAl  !)ui)eriority  but  in  their  immense  jftme^ 
^ft  noM — in  their  lari^e  and  wdl^rdend  bouwholda,  in  the  povrer 
^V  tho^  poaseKted  both  in  tlieir  own  ettablishmetita  and  in  tno  ad- 
f  joining  Un^lt,  and  in  ttie  respect  and  tubmimion  ever  paid  tlicm 

^^.  by  the  uuliona  witli  whi>m  tliev  might  hare  held  intercouno. 
^^r  Abraham  was  never  atldrejsea  sure  as  "  My  Lord,"  either  by 
^^  his  own  domestics  or  i>thcr  nations ;  thus  acknowledged  as 
enporior,  and  of  nobtc  if  not  royal  rank,  by  thow  who  coold 
Bcarooly  be  supposed  to  undemtond  why  he  was  so,  save  by  the 
natvara  signs  of  landed  poseesuon  and  largo  establishment. 
Those  who  tbink  so  much  of  noble  descent,  and  princely  con- 
nection, would  do  well  to  remember  this — that  impoverished, 
ecattered,  chastised  for  a  "  little  moment,"  m  we  are — yet,  that 
if  we  are  children  and  descendanta  of  Abraham — buEUlBB 
aotoalyia  seeming  but  in  heart — we  arc  descended  from  tha 
aristocracy  of  tlie  Lord — from  a  bibber  and  nobler  laee  than 
eren  Gentile  kings  mav  boast ;  a  privilege  and  glor;  of  which 
ao  oircutastanc&  no  amiction,  no  persecution  ean  dqnivc  lut— 
OUTS,  through  all  and  every  event  of  life.  unle>a  v«  cast  it  from 
us  hy  the  dark  deed  of  forsaking,  for  ambitioQ,  or  guld  or 
power,  the  buinerof  ourblewed  &ith — the  relij[ioo  of  our  God. 
Yet  noble,  even  princely,  as  were  Abraham  and  Sarah,  it 
wu  00  si^n  of  rank,  with  thi'm,  to  be  coM.  and  restrained  by 
false  artificial  laws.  In  the  Bible,  nobility  was  nature  and 
heart,  simplicitv  and  benevolence,  cordiality  and  warmth  ;  no 
eoldncas,  no  indilTcrciici-,  no  folding  up  ttic  atTectiona  and  the 
iinpul**  if  feeling  in  the  icy  garment  of  pfide  and  fasktoo, 


M 


nu  woiuut  M  Li«.ua. 


wbitSk  ■•  oAm  tuM  to  nUihBMit  wtd  to  atb-tlr  }Huv«ota 
of  bnn»ali«r.i  mmI  iwoitl  (OoiL  AbnhwB  Knew  oat, 
ha  fiat   laviutiMk  Ih*  luk  «r  niMiaii  of  hU  viatm^ 


.  ffii  *UiMi  n*  «M  of  tb*  iMBrl*!  nnnct.  Dot  the  men 

I  paBtuBi  ef  tb*  Up :  uhI  ttw  «wnicl)  o(  his  welcome  would 
aoc  pttait  hit  ttttiuic  Ulj  <li>w«  wbilc  binlings  pKp&red  th^ 
OMai— tnr,  wt  find  tut.  ttvo  wlub  Um;  isU  down  to  partake 
of  tt»  tlMtr  hart  tood,  %  vuA  ot  |«u&iaiid  n«|)«ct,  which  « 
AbIIw  wridwaiiott  of  thoir  HH^wtio  upcct  prompted,  br 
th« ■MpantMB  that  thtr  wen  bmm  than  ndiiuirTniattsk 

BnEjoiiMdikMber  Vodwad  or  hia  gmsta.    The  tDodest 
nd  <fini£ed  castocus  of  the  &sl  pi«vMt«d  aU  iBtnuioo,  at 
ceoi  i£e  wish  to  iBtnl^lft.    Uuloe  paKkaUrir  lAed  for,  the 
phee  of  the  Erutera,  and  Jewish  wt^  was  in  the  ntlremeDt 
ef  heoM :  DOt  fiuoi  aojr  iofitrwritj  of  luk.  or  aervita<]i;  of        , 
etatioB,  bat  omflr  becaaai  their  laclitiAtioii  so  imnupted.    ^1 
1W  tliaDsen  mfpu  have  ^TWiniw  with  AbnJuuo,  which,  it   ^M 
ndeed,  ha  woold  impart  to  W ;  there  wia  no  oocanoa  for  her    H 
■aconefinnnL  Bat,  whik a*atad  in  the  inner  tent,  «tig«;:«l    V 
ia  her  oaal  aeocatioe^  ebe  had  hMrd  her  own  aame^  "whore 
ii  SMah,  thy  wife  V  arc  har  haahaad's  nplr,  "she  is  io  tlie 
tent,"  foUowed  hr  words  that  latut  tBa»ml  hate  eoaoded 
■taDga and  improbable,  "Sarak  thr  *ib,  shall  bear  a  son  :* 

I  nt,  impnliable  ■■  they  ntiibt  have  iwMBed.  then  is  no  excuse 
far  tha  hmh  of  ipctedttliaL.with  whiiA  ther  were  rccvired. 
iUieadr  plafond,  by  the  prerioos  oronise  of  the  Lord,  the 
words  ahoold  at  oixe  ha*>*  wwaled  the  beawalj'  oatare  of 
thoae  who  apake.  and  been  beard  with  faith  and  thankfiilnesB; 
hat  Sarah  UKmght  onhr  of  the  human  inpoesibility.  Strange 
as  it  ie,  that  stteh  nnbeUef  ahonld  be  linnd  ia  the  helmed 
pwtiis  ef  Afanhan,  jH  bar  laafh  proves  that  ereo  sfaa  was 
■ot  esmpt  &OB  the  natunl  l>teUaci  of  ■>*°'*>^*T--*b«  ^kjog 
to  hmaa  meaiia  and  hnnan  paaibUili«s  alone ;  fbrgettinf 
thakwttltOod  all  tbinoi  an  paeuble.  Tet, to  w, the  whole 
of  this  tneideDt  it  ooDaoliBg.  It  pror«s  that  eten  Sarah  ww 
not  ntterir  free  (run  hnean  inumitic:} ;  and  yet  that  the 
Eternal,  throng  Hb  ancel,  dtanied  grncioaidy  to  nvrvw.  not 
to  tiamm.  It  proves  that  God  has  oocapsMMO  on  uie  natan 
of  His  evrioR  childien  ;  fur  He  knuwa  utnir  wcaknen.    JToia 

I  woald  hsTe  been  wroth  with  the  Ungh  of  soon,  and  withdrawn 

his  intended  faTOor ;  bat  "  tho   Lord  said  ualo  Abmham, 

^H    ^hei^r^^kl  Sanh  laagb^aayjag.  Shall  1,  who  am  old. 
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1 1  will  ntorn  nabo  tliw,  uut  Sunh  sniu 
Indeed  him  a  son."  The  gncious  mildDtss  of  th«  rvbuke- 
tbe  bletsol  nipotitioa  of  the  promUe— lau^C,  to  od«  to  olFe 
tioQAto  ot  Suah,  IwTe  cauxn  cbo  faitteral  roprowh,  but^' 
wnldy  listwiiiis  to  fou-  ioBtead  of  repootoDW,  ahe  <lcni«d  h«r 
fault.  Becking  thus  mistokooly  to  exteooato  it.  But  he  uid, 
"JSny,  but  thou  didst  Uuffh,"  proving  that  her  innermost 
thoughts  were  known ;  and,  silencod  at  onco,  left  to  the 
solitude  of  her  ovra  tent,  for  AbraJiam  accompanied  Im  guests 
on  the  road  to  Sodom,  wo  know  quite  eoough  of  Arab's 
character,  to  rest  sati&tied  tliat  repentaDce  aod  solf-abosenient 
for  anbcltef,  min^'lcd  with,  and  haJloved,  tho  burst  of  rejoicing 
thankfulness  nith  nhich  siie  mu^l  have  looked  fonrard  to  ao 
event  so  full  of  blisa  to  her  individuallr,  and  so  blessed  a 
rerelatioa  of  the  Loid's  deep  love  for  Abraham  and  herself. 
Nearly  tventy  yean  had  paased  since  the  Rr^t  promise  of  ao 
heir  in  his  own  child  had  been  given.  Y«aia,  touj;;,  full  of 
inoideut  and  feeltug,  seeming  in  their  paauug  an  interval  long 
(oough  for  the  ulter  forgetfulness  oftbe  promise,  aave  as  it 
waa  supposed  fulfilled  in  the  birth  of  Ishuael;  but  noir,  in 
tbe  retio^ieot;  the  promicv  fluthed  back  with  a  vividness,  • 
brightueas,  as  if  scarce  a  single  year  had  pa«sed  ere  it  had 
beoi  gireD :  and  Sarah  muitt  have  felt  Kelf-ivproaoh  in  the 
midrt  of  her  jor,  that  «Iig  lind  not  wail«d,  hoa  not  trusted, 
had  oot  beliuvuu  unto  the  end.  And  many  a  one,  ere  life  haa 
ek)aed,  will  fuel  as  sht;  did ;  nut,  indeed,  trom  the  same  causey 
-^t  trfUn  and  often  »  Pyvor  ""  hci^"  pffifpd  up,  y  pwnnuut 


■aSSJi^  aft  wokToJ  Ifod,  and  botfe  jayff,  .     _ 

austrosted.  tbrougli  long  wfffT  y**"*™"  ▼ninljr 
prayed  add  nlHly  assvered — apd  yet,  ere  liEe  has  olosco, 
recalled  as  by  a  flub  of  sudden  light,  by  the  divine  aiuwur  to 
the  one,  and  gracious  fuliilment  of  the  other. 

Before  the  btrth  of  Isaac,  however,  Abraham  and  hia  familv 
once  more  remored  their  dwylling.  partly,  it  may  be  eupposea, 
to  fulfil  the  words  of  the  Lord  previously  spoken : — "  Arise, 
walk  throueh  the  land,  in  the  length  of  it  and  the  brvadth  of 
it,  for  I  will  give  it  unto  thee ;" — and  p&rtly  from  ttie  dpsolute 
mpear&nce  and  |>oi9onouB  vapours  of  the  once  beautiful  vale 
of  Sodom,  and  m  consequence  of  the  ce^^ation  of  tTavellers, 
to  whom  Abraluun  had  ao  deligjited  to  show  hoeuitalit^.  We 
shall  (Mas  lij{litly  ovex  tbe  next  event  in  the  Life  of  Saiab, 


to  MMfeni.  j»  tumm 
•ftkBMasiUk    Be  had 
tUnr  TMri*  ciyma^  tte  W  ma  tiMfc  tk 

a  «mt  n  hk  Bfc  alBcb  h>l  MC  Ws  Attend 
W  s^mU  pmnteca;  nd  b  ««^  to 
tfc»dM«i^«eps7  0lU;«<iiU  W««>nU.    Tat 
«>  f»^»<  tbt  tb  -        I    1      11    ««kM«  A«di 
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kam  IW  faoipUlif  ht  an  bva  hMlt»MlMkedU,artl» 
txUaA  of  daagK'  to  vUeh  n  wm  iigpoiai.  Tbe  bmI  tnij 
fian,  the  moat  expetMaeedtB  telipo*.  hsw  oftta  la  vosn 
thai  "  hiiiyiftiM  ta  botf  tluagii'  11m  ptaCd  tiMgh  ii 
aJwBj*  to  Kttliae  bitli,  to  tnat  vitboat  one  dodbt,  »BaBtavo 
pAfUruUH/  is  tb  nullcr  triak  of  life,  vliich  tliej  nsf  demi 
loo  tfiml  fur  tlic  aotioe^  tttmyunon,  or  inMritRoee  of  Um 
EbmaL  If  or  cso  ereti  pncji  of  »  snpeiiDteidiiig  pronkvoa 
■Jwan  oaoqiur  the  wrdtiKM  of  haauo  utnte.  Is  this  wo  Id, 
tb«  bliMW  of  God  will  U  tima  be  oonnletdr  hiddm  ta 
thfl  MtrtUr  ■htU,  bovcrer  it  buj  ttood  forth  at  othii^  as  if 
nought  of  day  ooold  daU  it  more.  And  tlua  na  the  east 
with  Abrahuo,  who,  though  the  bdored  of  the  Loid,  was  jet 
kumtm,  and  tw)le  to  all  the  wtaknessea  aod  fniltin  oa  hwaB 
aatota.  We  an  not,  therefore,  to  eond«iiiii,  and  so  wiAdisw 
oar  admtratioo  of  his  great  and  meet  cooaoUngly  beautiful 
character,  because  in  two  iastanoea  be  bUs  short  of  oar  ideas 
of  psrfection,— bat  rather  thank  God  that  in  His  Word 
hilDHUi  nature  i*  recorded  as  it  w,  simply  that  we  may  not 
danair.  It  is  efMU|^  for  xa,  in  thii  part  of  our  narrative,  to 
nottoe  that  oar  gracious  God  demands  no  more  of  Uta  creatura 
tlian  He  knows  they  cun  perform ;  that  Abraham's  fiuilty 
woftkticin  in  this  one  inftanc«,  oould  not  blot  from  the  rooo^ 
Ie<:Uiti)  of  the  Lord  his  puro  and  nmple  faith  ia  erary  other; 
and  tlint  Ho  permitted  all  that  oocurred  in  tl>e  Idiigdom  of 
Gerar,  to  make  nanifost,  alike  to  Abnham  aiid  the  nations^ 
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Hb  oodtinuml  wntchfuliiets  and  mimculooa  Interposition  in 
&Toiir  or  thou  whom  he  \oris» — Hia  pomr  to  protect  them 
from  all  harm,  mnd  iUko,  thut  nothing  wu  too  vondafal  for 
Him.  gfrah  liii^t  i^^^tuf^nni  slif  u-^l<  ^.^.^  ^|((  fg  fflgfy  *M  ^I'lnly 

tion.  SAW  tn  f hy jnt|ftywi  hB«h»nd  nf  %rYip.n  ;  mJ. ignorwttt 
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Mjnag^  Tijis  cxplaina  Abimelech's  present  or"  a  covenng 
TOTtBe  eyes."  and  the  words — "thus  she  vfas  reproved,"  or 
warned,  that  liet  beauty  subjected  bet  to  as  mucli  danger  u 
had  been  tl>e  case  in  her  youth. 

Miraealousty  protcetedby  tlie  Eternal  aud  publicly  vindi- 
eaXvd  from  all  dishonour  by  the  l(in|^  of  Gerar,  barah  and  her 
hasbntvd  continued  to  dwell  in  Abimelech's  dominions,  some 
lew  milea  to  the  »)Uth  of  Qerar;  a  place  afterwards  called 
Beer^hebang,  or  Well  of  the  Oatli,  from  the  covenant  of 
Mkoe  thei«  niiad«  between  the  patriarch  and  the  IcinK-  Hero 
n  was,  that  at  the  appointed  time,  "  God  vbited  Saraii  ea  He 
had  said  ;"  and  the  promiaed  seed — the  child  of  n^oicing — 
1**"-)^*  '"'I*  What  must  have  bc«n  the  emotions  of  Sainh 
Ob  bcnoliiiiig  himt  Not  alone  the  bliss  of  n  mother;  bat 
that  in  him,  the  infant  clainier  of  a  love  and  joy  which  she  had 
never  so  felt  before,  she  beheld  a  visible  and  palpable  mani- 
festation of  the  WDiiderful  power  and  uncliaii^ng  love  of  the 
Moet  Ui£h  tiod.  Devoted,  u  Sarah  had  bcun,  tt>  the  service 
and  love  of  the  Lord,  huw  inczpreaubly  must  thc»c  emotiona 
liave  been  heigbteucd  as  she  razed  upon  her  babe,  and  held 
jam  to  her  bosom  a.s  her  0wn,hei  granted  child.  To  those  who 
really  love  the  Lord,  joy  is  as  dear,  a&  bright,  as  close  a  link 
between  the  heart  and  its  Gotl,  as  grief  is  to  more  fallen 
itttoree.  We  find  the  hymn  of  leioicing,  the  song  of  thanlD> 
gmng,  always  the  TehicJe  in  which  the  faronrea  aervonts  of 
the  Lord  poured  forth  their  grateful  adoration,  thua  proving 
that  the  Uiought  of  the  beneficent  Giver  ever  hallowed  and 
Hnctified  the  gift :  and  therefore  we  believe,  with  oar  ancient 
fikthers,  Uint  though  not  tranttcUed  metrieallu,  Sarali  exineased 
her  joy  in  a  siiort  hymn  of  thaulcsgiTiDg.  The  peculiar  idi<»n 
of  the  Hebrew  text  confirms  this  supposition,*  and  we  adopt 
H  aa  most  natural  to  the  oocasioD.  Her  age  had  no  power, 
area  before  she  bcciimu  a  mother,  to  dull  her  feelings,  and  her 

*  8m  tba  'Set.  D.  A.  D«  SoU'i  Iru»kUoii  uid  Doto  ihetaao. 
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•019  of  ihtnkigiviiif;  well  expresses  every  enioUoD  natural,  not 
ftIoa«  to  th«  occaidiin,  but  to  her  peculiar  AituatioiL  A«  k 
jounjt  mother,  full  of  life,  of  seutiment,  of  afTectioo,  sbe  folt 
tovu^  bar  babe — gtviog  liiin  Uii  natural  food  from  htt  ovd 
bcwoBt — t«Dding  ht«  iafiuit  years — f^uidinL'  him  from  boyhood 
to  youth — from  youllt  to  manhood,  and  lavuhi&g  on  him  tb* 
full  tide  of  Iov«  vhicb  had  boon  pent  up  w  long.  TIh)  yeiy 
ohatMtor  of  Isaac,  as  is  aftcrwartu  displaytd — meek,  yielding, 
afliRtiooatfl,  almost  as  a  woman's— (ILeinoIinud  to  ontcrprisc — 
aatisfted  with  bts  beritag»— all  prore  the  iuSueocc  wluch  his 
mother  tuid  possessed,  and  that  bis  diqxisitioD  was  mors  tbs 
wi>rk  of  bcT  nand  than  of  bis  &tber'& 

"  Tiio  child  gnw  and  was  veatied,"  Holy  Writ  proceeds  to 
infimi  OS,  "  And  Abraham  made  a  great  teaet  the  day  Isaaa 
was  weaned, "-~4  feaat  of  rujoicing,  ttiat  the  Etenial  had 
iDsroifally  preserved  him  through  the  first  ei>och  of  hia  young 
azistenoe.  He  was  now  three  yeara  old,  if  not  more — for  the 
women  of  the  £aat,  even  now,  do  not  wean  their  childKD 
till  tlint  age.  The  feast,  however,  which  commenced  in 
iov,  was,  for  the  patriarch,  daxhed  with  «orri)w  ere  it  cloacd. 
iMticnttHl  with  the  full  idea  that  he  wa«  his  father's  heir 
— UiDUgb  the  wonis  of  the  angd  before  hia  birUi  gave  no 
wamint  fur  the  suppogitioo — to  Ishmael  and  his  motbsr, 
the  birth  of  Isaac  mu-t  have  been  a  grJcvoiU  disu^KMot- 
msnt  And  wc  find  the  eon  committing  the  same  laalt  as 
bis  mother  prcvioiiBly  had  done— deriding,  apealdiw  di&ro- 
speotfilUy  of  Sarali  and  her  child.  Thf  y"""*  "f  Iflhnafii 
and  Sondi's  request^  that  the  bond-womaa  might  also  ba 
nxpelledr  would  lead  to  the  supposition,  that  it  waa  Ha^a^r. 
who  had  inati^ted  the  aSront,  The  aRC  of  Sarah,  anB 
the  decidedly  suiwr-humaD  birth  of  Isaac,  uitut,  to  all  but  the 
[Hilrtatvh's  own  houiichold,  have  naturally  ^i^'cu  n.te  to  many 
utratigc,  and  pcrliaim  calumiiiutinz  rejiortd.  In  tlie  comniom 
ovontA  of  life,  all  timt.  i^  iiicomprJieuniUe,  is  cither  ridtcnied, 
ditbetiered,  or  nuiii:  :n:Litc:r  of  scandal ;  and,  therefore.  Id  a 
oa«e  so  uncommon  ^  Lhi^  it  is  more  than  probable,  reports 
very  di«creditable  both  to  Sarah  and  Abraham,  wdt  promul- 
gated all  around  them.  Hagmr,  indeed,  and  Ulimacl  must 
nave  known  dilTvrently  : — that  it  was  tho  hand  of  tiod  which 
woriud,  and  therefore  all  things  were  possible ;  but  it  was  to 
lahmaerB  interest  to  dispute  or  deoy  toe  legitimacy  of  Isaac ; 
and,  therefore,  it  was  not  in  hnmaa  nature  to  neglect  the 
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miportiuiitv.  No  other  olTencc  would  hare  bo  voriced  on 
Smh,  We  uro  apt  to  think  mora  poetically  than  justly  of 
this  part  of  the  Bible.  Uagar  aod  ner  yoang  son,  expelled 
from  Uieir  luiariotu  and  happy  home,  &lmoi4t  pemhing  in  Ui« 
d«0ert  from  thirst,  are  iii6iutely  more  interotliiiK  objeota  of 
oonsideimtion  aod  eyjoMthyf  than  the  barab  and  jnilous  Sanh, 
who^  fiw  eeeinin{|ly  Bncb  tiiouig  offencG,  demamled  and  obtained 
miofa  serece  retributioo. 

We  geniirally  rest  satisfied  trith  one  or  tiro  renee ;  vburcu, 
did  we  look  further  aod  thbk  deeper,  our  judKcueut  would  bo 
difleteot.      In  a   ni^re   ^ripfM^oial    rcailiiif;,    «(-    :ii-'-M.i--!--;|gi) 

JoTlaii  HUililmily  imrriiHiMi  xtnl  sbignaMii  fvclT 
other  fe^ng ;  aod,  jealous  of  InhmiuirH  iiiflaenoo  orcr  hu 
tiSher,  she  lud  determined  on  seizing  the  fint  <q>portniuty  lor 
fail  upolaioD.  That  this,  however,  io  a  wrong  judgnHot,  is 
.  by  the  fiict,  tliat  the  IOUthiU  Himself  doairee  AbHtnun 

_'  uoC  Suuli  '•••  °"  '^"  ■"*  "iidj,  "fty ;  fey 

fiuiao  wM  to  be  lln'  ;;ii>i '■■,  'iuiugti  oi  isKmBel  am 

would    Ho    iniiliU    X    ti;i(i    r.      I.       l  hr    w.iB    AbntonBVWmT 

nVa  S'lvicc  w.u,  nui.  iii  inj  .lr-|.|i"i;iii;..  tu  liiijj,  lioiMi.Mf 


_  I  lad  and  Im  moUitc. 

Row,  had  Sarah's  advMe  proceeded  from  an  undue  hamhoeeo, 
ft  mean  and  jealous  motive,  the  Most  Hijth  noul<l,  in  Hi» 
divine  ja^tice.  hare  taken  other  means  for  the  fullilment  of 
His  decrees.  Ue  would  not  have  desired  Win  good  and  faitliful 
— *^1)>-  t^  ho  an  giiiilpil  hj  ^  evil  aii<l  .'ii.vpidoua. tongue. 
There  are  times  wheu  wefeel  atai-A  itml  iui[)elled  to  speak 
tJiat  whicJi  we  are  yet  con.icious  will  bi;  [irodiictive  of  pain  and 
■affcTiug  to  ouraeUes.  All  such  impnUea  are  of  Ood ;  and  it 
mtut  have  bceit  eome  such  feeling  which  aotaated  Sarah,  and 
oomptUed  her  to  oontiune  her  solicitation  for  the  oxpulaioD  of 
Hr^  and  Ishmsel,  oven  after  the  momvut  of  anger  wae 
piHwrd  We  know  that  HagAr  had  cwr  been  her  &votirite 
sl>Te ;— ^t  was  impossible  fur  otio  affoctiooate  as  was  Sarah,  to 
have  i^arded  Ishmael  as  her  eon  for  thirteen  or  fourteen 
^ean,  and  ret  not  bavo  lored  him,tfuKi£h,  of  courae.  with  le«s 
intensity  than  his  &tber.  The  birth  of  Isaac  naturally 
revealed  yet  stronger  emotions ;  still  IsJunaet  could  not  have 
be«i  80  excluded  m>m  her  affectitms  as  to  render  her  separation 
team  bim  void  of  pain.  And  stilt  she  spoke,  still  ur^d  the 
necessity,  conscious  all  the  time  she  was  inflicting  pain,  not 
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nly  on  her  husband  but  od  hcrsolf.  This  nppcATs  liln 
Matndiction  j  bat  ench  one  who  hoe  attentively  st»<li<.^(l  tb« 
workings  of  his  own  heart,  wili  not  only  feel,  but  pronounce  it 

^ndbemuL;  f"!-  'tif  ■">"  »f  ftii-  'innriypr"""  "'"■"  ""*■  i^ 

with^TMn-cven  with  Un»c  ■-"  and f-fJiflyr "fl™*i!lP "ftlrtj" 
*n  aap  t;lwriiwr,-^»|i:;tj-  Abmliiuii  B  pomesBions  wore  sufficient  1 
the  nentage  of  both  his  sons ;  but  as  the  course  of  D&tum 
was  cbftn^d,  and  the  younger,  not  the  elder,  was  to  ba  the 
hur  of  promise,  coofiisioD  and  discord  would  hare  euaedt  and 
thebrotheracoDthiaBJly  have  been  at  irar.  Sarab'a  penetiwoo 
appeAts  to  have  diecoveTod  this ;  and  as  it  vae  neccasazy  fiw 
Ishmael  to  form  a  separate  establishment,  it  was  an  act  of 
Idndoeft^  not  of  haranneas,  to  let  him  depart  with  Hagar, 
instead  of  going  forth  alone.  From  her  own  feelings,  she  now 
knew  the  whole  extent  of  a  mother's  love ;  aoct,  therefore, 
though  Ishmael  had  been  the  sole  ofTeoder,  and  the  onlr  one 
vboae  claims  were  Ukely  to  clash  with  Isaac's,  slie  woul^  not 
separate  the  mother  from  the  eon,  and  ao  urged  Abraham  to 
separate  iTom  both. 

There  is  something  touchindy  beautiful  in  Uie  patriarch's 
love  for  his  elder  son.  and  yet  nis  instant  conque-it  of  self  at 
the  word  of  the  Lord.  His  deep  affection  had  blinded  him  to 
the  probable  discomforta  which  might  ensue  from  bis  sous 
reraaiiiiiig  together.  Uis  gentle  and  aSectionate  luiture  shrunk 
from  the  pang  of  separation,  cauRtng  evon  dtsTitniuiiire  agMnst 
Sarah,  for  the  first  time  in  their  long  and  fiiithful  intcrcoonft  . 
Yet  whtni  God  ntrnke,  there  wa«  neither  coinpliLtiit  nor  murmur, 
nor  one  word  i>r  supiilic^tion  tlint  tbo  hcitvy  trial  night  be 
averted  from  hirn.  It  uaa  enough  that  the  Most  Hign  had 
spoken ;  nod,  though  all  was  (Xiak  before  hi*  son,  to  t£e  food 
anxioiui  gan-  of  piitvnial  affvction,  he  knew  even  from  that 
darkneaa  tiuil  could  bring  forth  light,  and  wouid  do  so,  for  He 
Kad  promised. 

Vte  m  sometime*  sarnriscd  at  the  small  provinoD  witji 
whicJi  Abraham  endowed  bis  son  at  his  departure.  The  ridies 
of  the  patriarchs  eonsbted  of  land,  tiocks,  nerds,  and  aenranta; 
nothing  which  oonld  coKily  be  bestowed.  Besides  which, 
lahmacl  was  to  become  the  ancestor  of  a  nation,  through  tks 
dirtft  a^encv  0/  tJie  Lord,  not  from  any  provision  made  him 
by  his  cairtKly  father.  Had  Abraham  endowed  him,  tJie 
interposition  of  the  Eternal  would  not  have  been  so  deailj 


aod  QDanawerably  demoiistrat«d.  There  woulcl  hare  been 
aiAuy  to  bare  traced  his  richea  and  the  princely  rank  of  hU 
deacendanta  from  the  gifta  and  power  of  Aorahani,  and  denied 
altogether  any  interpositioQ  of  the  Lord ;  whereas,  sent  forth 
M  be  waa,  with  nothing  but  saifii:ient  provision  to  »mtain  him 
till  be  reached  hb  appointed  resting,  it  was  impossible  even  for 
the  greateet  sceptic  to  trace  hin  future  nrosperity  and  wealth 
to  uj  ewthlj  power  alooei.  The  breaa  and  water  must  not 
b*  mppcMd  aa  meaniiu  only  what  we  now  regard  them.  In 
tlw  laajpia^  of  the  Biole  bread  it  used  indiscriminately  for 
9tms  kind  of  fo(>d,  aod  the  bottle  of  water  signifiea  a  infill, 
■ocb  b«i^  used  by  Eosteni  travellers  even  now,  and  contaimng 
much  more  ttutn  vc  imagine  la  compriited  by  the  term  "  bottle. 
Yet  oven  thcw  were  to  fiul.  that  the  miractilous  power  and 
compaeuonatc  love  of  the  Ktvrnal  might  Mtil)  more  startUusly 
be  proved.  It  was  us  coxy  for  the  Mo«t  High  to  have  ^ioea 
Isbmael  and  hta  mother  at  once  to  tbeir  destined  dwtlhng,  aa 
to  try  them  aa  He  did  in  the  ordeal  of  alike  physical  and 
meatal  sufienng.  But  he  chose  the  latter,  at  once  to  prove 
Bia  love  to  (hem  and  to  give  to  future  ages,  through  Hia 
anemog  word,  comfort  in  their  darkest  hour* ;  for  as  He 
relievea  Hagar,  so  will  lie  them.  Tlie  God  of  the  bondwoman 
ia  oars  still ;  no  tim^  oo  change  can  part  us  from  Him. 

The  narrative  of  Hagar'a  wandering  in  the  wildcmc^  her 
matenul  snfTering,  and  miraculous  relief,  Is  one  of  the  most 
beaatifnl  and  most  touching  amongst  the  many  benutiea  of 
the  Bible.  H.agu  was  not  of  Abraham's  race,  but  one  of  t 
lieathen  and  benighted  nation,  a  bondwoman  and  m  wanderer, 
•  weak  and  lonely  female,  exiled  from  a  home  of  love,  over- 
whelmed with  anxious  fears  for  her  child,  perhaps  too,  with 
■elf-rcpraaches  for  the  unguarded  woid^  which  she  cncourngcd 
her  boy  to  speak,  and  which  she  regarded  as  the  sole  cnusu  of 
aer  banishment ;  jet  waa  this  poor  sufferer  the  peculiar  care 
]f  the  great  and  mighty  God.  He  canned  the  clouds  of 
isDMrt  <urkn(!«t  tocluw  around  her,  from  them  to  bring  forth 
the  brightest,  most  enduring  light.  He  deigned,  by  His  nng«l, 
to  speak  comfort  and  hope,  and  even  for  her  human  wants 

rnded  tlie  necissaty  aid.  He  did  not  guard  fpmt  Horrow : 
it  was  Hot  until  "  the  water  waa  spent  in  the  bottle,  ana 
aba  cast  the  child  vaAtr  one  of  the  iibnil»,  and  »he  went  and 
aat  down  over  against  bint,  a  mod  way  off,  for  slie  nid.  Let 
me  not  see  the  death  of  tlte  child ;  and  she  sat  over  agaiiut 
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him,  Mii\  liftod  up  htt  rf>i«  and  wept" — not  till  her  triil  »>• 
tbu]ialitahci^-)it,thHt  the  angelk  Toiee  desrauiii^rromheftTea 
Id  inch  ]>ityin(;  uul  itj-mpathbiog  woeott:  "VS'Uat  &ileth  tli«e. 
0  Ila^  I  Fear  nut,  for  God  hath  heard  the  voice  of  the  Ud 
whenc*  h«  M.  Ariae,  lift  up  the  W,  aiid  hold  him  in  thine 
Ituid,  for  I  irill  make  hiu  a  great  tiaUou."  And  the  promise 
»u  fnlfiUwL 

Tliu  whole  history  of  ITagar  is  franf;ht  with  the  deepest 
couirort,  Slie  was  one  of  the  niaDj'  ia  individual  character ; 
DoesesBing  alike  womao's  engagii^  and  fault}-  characteriMiM : 
nelitig  and  affectionate  at  one  time,  uTerbearing  and  Ensolent 
at  another — toring  lahmael  with  uupetnotis  and  dinging  lore, 
which  could  not  hear  to  aee  his  sutiposed  heritage  become  the 
pnHwrty  of  another,  thoni^li  nhe  knew  it  was  the  decree  of 
Qoa — reverencing  and  bviii;;  Aliraliam,  alike  as  her  msato 
and  the  father  of  her  chil<l,  but  unahle  alwars  to  piceenre  tlK 
•ubmissioii  and  tu])«cI  due  to  Sarah  aa  tier  mistresB  and 
indulgent  friend ;  for,  though  tlie  motlier  of  Abraham's  child, 
abe  was  still  Sarah's  maid ;— «uch  was  HogAr.  Neither  in 
diaracter  saperior,  nor  in  station  cqtial,  to  the  daoghtera  of 
Israel  now :  yet  was  litt  the  pecniiar  char^^e  of  tlie  Moat  High, 
and  twice  aid  He  deign,  in  cUisc«t  communion,  to  instruct  and 
ooncole.  Her  life  lutd  its  triaU,  in  do  vny  inferior  in  severi^ 
«r  in  deep  suffering  to  the  trials  of  the  prt;«;ot  dajr.  Yet  God 
was  with  lier  in  them  all;   and,  in  His  own  Appointed  time, 

Snnittcd  them  to  give  place  to  proBpcrity  and  joy.  And  as 
e  worked  then,  bo  Ho  worketh  now.  It  is  no  nroof  of  His 
dearest  lore,  when  life  passes  by  without  a  cloud— when 
•orrow  and  trial  are  i>itmii^ra  to  oar  path.  His  word  reveals 
that  tlioee  whom  Ho  loved  the  tvit,  alike  male  or  female^ 
-endured  the  severest  trials — that  Hia  love.  His  guiding  wotd^ 
were  not  given  to  the  children  of  joy.  To  become  His  servant, 
His  beloved.  His  chosen,  traa  to  suffer  and  to  labour.  We  jee 
this  throughout  His  word ;  and  siiall  we.  dare  we,  except  their 
4anmption  now  ?  0  no,  no  !  Would  we  luve  Uie  Lord,  wotdd 
w«  truly  bo  loved  by  Him,  would  we  tiray  fur  and  seek  ffis 
naths,  would  ire  atmge^  on  to  the  goal  of  immortal  love  and 
nhss,  we  most  nerve  both  heart  and  frame  to  bear ;  strengthea 
and  aionae  every  faculty  to  eudurt  and  twfftr ;  for  no  did  His 
ehoeeo,  His  best  beloved,  and  so  too  must  we.  We  have  still 
iiis  word  to  be  to  us  as  the  angelie  whiqicr  was  to  our  aucestora. 
Their  hope  is  ours,  and  their  reward. 
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rFew  otner  events  in»lc  the  life  of  Sarah.  Tb«  Moet  High 
h&d  l)Hitii;lit  her  forth  from  the  triak,  anxieties,  and  doubts  of 
prtrious  yuan.  He  hiul,  in  Hia  infinite  merer,  fulfilled  Hv 
word,  and  bestowed  on  her  the  blened  gift  for  which,  in  the 
midst  of  lupniiieffi,  she  Und  pined.  Continuinx  His  loving 
kiadDCM,  Ho  Icii^tliccied  her  days  mucb  beyond  tJie  umuU  turn 
of  morulity,  tliitt  «hc  might  ronr  ber  child  to  uuinhood,  and 
receive  «11  tbe  blessed  frnit  of  her  mnteninl  em  in  hone's 
deep  love  and  leverencc  for  hnsclf.  In  n  mere  Kupcrficial 
pernaol  of  the  life  of  Sarfi)i,  as  road  in  our  Snbbatti  portions, 
««  are  likely  to  overlook  miich  of  the  consotine  proofs  of  the 
Stemal's  compassionating  iovo  for  His  female  children,  nhtch 
it  so  poworfully  reve&ls.  Sarah  was  ninety  years  of  age  when 
Isaac  was  bom.  In  the  course  of  nature,  ten  or  twelve  years 
more  would  either  have  closed  her  mortal  career,  or  rendered 
it,  from  the  infirmities  of  so  great  an  age,  a  burden  to  hereelf 

I  and  all  around  her.  There  was  no  need  of  her  preservation  to 
forward  the  decrees  of  the  Lord.  In  giving  birth  to  the  child 
of  pTomiu,  her  part  was  fulfilled,  and  at  the  age  of  ten  or 
twelve  the  boy  might  have  done  without  her.  But  God  is 
LOvz,  and  the  affections  of  His  children  are,  in  their  strength 
and  (Kirity,  peculiarly  acceptable  to  Him.  He  never  beitoweUi 
hanpinesB  to  withdraw  it ;  and,  tlierefute,  to  perfect  the  felicity 
of  Sarab  and  her  child,  His  tenderness  preserved  her  in  life 
and  rigour  iteven  and  thirty  yean  nJW  she  had  given  him 
birth.  In  thi.<  Ktmplu  fact  we  trace  the  beneficent  and  tender 
Father,  sympathi.'tjng  not  alone  in  every  grief  and  pang,  but  in 
every  joy  and  affection  of  Hib  creatures.  We  feel  to  our 
heart's  core  the  troth  of  the  words  of  Mews,  "Who  hath  God 
•0  near  to  him "  os  Israel  ?  MTh&t  nation  can  so  trace,  so 
claim  the  love  of  the  Sternal  ? 

Nor  was  the  preservation  of  Sarah  the  <mh  proof  of  our 
Father's  loving  tendernesa  towards  her,  and  of  Hb  con- 
desoeoding  sympathy  with  the  lave  she  bore  her  child.  The 
trial  of  faith,  m  the  sacrifice  of  his  son,  was  given  to  the 
/athsr ;  but  the  motktr  wax  spared  the  consuming  agony 
which  must  have  been  ber  portion,  even  liad  her  fiuth  con- 
tioaed  strong.  God  had  cotnpassioD  on  the  feebler,  weaker 
natare  of  Hia  female  senrant  He  demanded  not  from  ber 
that  whiL^h  He  knew  the  mother  could  not  boar.  Ho  roared 
ber,  in  His  immeasurable  love,  the  suffering  which  it  pleased 
Him  to  inflict  upon  the  father, — suffering  and  temptatton  net 
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t«  Mlu^x  tV  Ur-I,  r»r  Hia  ommacwMcIcwwOst  HbCnttU 
M-rvwil  w'jui-J  ti'^(  lAiI;  bat  to  pvotvin  futanranilw  mi^tg 
ffi)mvr  ofofiinUutJ  Uxtii  udion,  ena  vlukiBiaeaKiR^dn: 

Jji  tlu  miiy  part  of  bit  wpiriUul  eaiva,  evai  Abaiam* 
Uitli  wkuU  ill  ill  nrolMbilit^  lu*c  taiM.  He  «n»  Mtf  iii|ii^ 
i»«t>u«IJ/  «iul(t«od  witii  (tiriM  gnoe  aod  ctmiglk  AH 
t!ii 'N|[li  liu  lifv  wv  mi  tfMl  hk  gndnal  •druMB  mad  im- 

I"" ""t,  lilt  IjU  futii  ftod  lore  trrivedM  the  diaix  wlndi 

J  viiiii  (.Ihi  (^fl'cf imI  kixl  utnoanDtiring  Moifio*  id  tit 

'I  I     i-vwl  aii'l  iiuw  unl)- chil'L     Even  is  tliia «« tnoe  tlie 

inI  |<Mt4iriii|(  lovu  (if  ibc  Lord— demsixiin^  Dot  mm 
iJiwt  il>i  kiiiiif  /jutiy*/ Im  gjtvrn,  uid  meBBUriog  tbe  trul  dthath 
MMfiJiiiK  (ji  Old  lulvancinji  ttreiigtli  of  Hia  servant,  ewb  OM 
iimru  lliAti  Hid  ImI  But  tKU  cooHideratioa  has  mon  todft 
wiUi  Aliraliain  iiKliviilually  ami  lara^l  at  laiige.  It  it  Ut 
luviliU  kiiuluMii  liiikiiifiuiUiil  tiiwanla  S&nh  that  we,  bsftaMb 
iltHWtutuite,  tiiuni  uku  Ui  i>iir  ti«uta,  theuce  to  derin  kfikt 
•troiiilli  aixl  oiiiMiUtiou,  'llw  convictioD  of  the  Btenfl 
Utn  7nr  III  in<Uvi-liutllg,  it  neccMory  for  woraaD's  bappiBN^ 
ami  (HNHilinrlr  ailft|il«il  to  iu  l)cittovral. 

It  U  wi>iii»ii'>  Halttr4 1(1  vunrn  and  droop  for  lore — to  shrink 
Iti  luoity  fmiii  II  loiti'ly  ikatn— to  long  for  some  mpportiiig  um 
nil  ttliiuli  !•■  n<i>t  lit-r  nonknMs  ;  aiid  it  is  woman  it  iio«n,  too 
tillaii,  Ut  Itiiil  vu  Mrl/i  no  l«ving  rest,  and  tht-rcfore  U  hef  loi 
M(  Mil.  Hut  wlivii  all!)  cau  oitco  roaliiic  tliat  tihe  ts  tbe  uibjttt 
i)f  a  lo*n  n«  imiiiunAHraltly  iiuporinr,  in  consolation,  strength, 
mill  i>liNiijt«liw>  iiyui|uithy,  to  (bat  of  man  aa  the  beftven  ■> 
iilmvu  till)  iMiith  : — wliri)  aliu  can  once  feel  she  has  a  friend 
utiK  will  i)i'Vi>T"li<avvi  hot  nor  furenke' — in  whose  pityiofcear 
aliu  iiuy  (loiii  finlti  Imr  (nal>  niid  Rx'mts,  «itlier  petty  or  great 
wliioit  Htm  Kimlil  not,  vrvn  if  t>ho  migbt,  confide  to  man, 
maan  but  only  of  |>iiv  but  of  U^iUng — when  ali«  is  conscioaa 
that  ih«  U  ttevui  iKiK'iy-^novnr  kft  to  her  own  wealcDess^  bat 
inherewry  nfoil  will  Imvc  Htix-iictli  inOiafd — then,  then  Vllia 
•o  hloMcil,  lltut  klii'  in  iit>  iuiir«  luaely,  no  more  luid  I  And  the 
«uid  uf  UihI  will  tfivo  tu  tlii»  ihrioe  weased  ooiihilation,  not  in 
Bb  graeiouM  tiruiuuva  alone,  tlM>iif;h  tlwr  in  th^inselTea  wonld 
}m  suAcient,  t>u(  in  His  dnilini;*  with  HIh  cmiinreeL 

Aa  tha  aiirvttor  >>r  Hi*  bdond,  wc  tind  Samli's  death  and 
^  |ifttticaUrly  rtvonlcd ;  being  the  firel  woman  of  tbe  Bible 
nxm  daath  and  burial  are  incntioned.  Ilw  deep  grief  of  ber 
'toiabn'^d  nod  aun,  an  nuitly  but  louehingly  betrayed  in  tlit 
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brief  words,  "And  Abrahain  came  to  mourn  for  Santli,  and  to 
weep  for  her ;"  wid  nt  a  Intsr  pi-riiid,  not  till  \as  marnuKu  with 
Bcb«kah,  "»n<t  laiuu:  was  conil'iirU'd  nflor  lii«  nKithcr'ii  <kat)i." 
Words  tlut  pourtray  the  h'nuly  and  EtfTcction  of  Sarah's 
domcstiA  character,  and  confirm  our  belief  that,  althoagh 
jwil)*ps  poffiettniiK  many  of  the  fniltngs  of  her  sex,  she  waa  yet 
■  help  mbot  for  Abrmhum — a  tcmlcr  aod  judicious  parent  to 
her  eon — and  a  kind  indulgent  fnend  to  the  large  houaebold 
of  which  she  ITU  the  mistress.  Her  noble,  or  rstner  nriocel^, 
rank,  rectivod  as  it  Iiad  been  direct  from  the  Lonl,  is  abll 
more  strungly  proved  by  Uie  intercourse  between  Abraham 
ftnd  the  sons  of  Hetb,  when  seeking  from  them  a  pUce  to  bury 
his  dead  :  "  Hear  ua,  my  Lord,"  is  their  reply :  "  thou  art  * 
mighty  prince  of  God  amougHt  US :  iu  the  choicest  of  our 
sepulchres  bur)"  th^  dead  ; "  and  it  was  with  difficulty  Abraham 
could  elude  the  oSered  aiit,  and  procure  the  care  &s  a  jtiircliaw. 
His  princely  rank,  iKJWLver,  and  in  oonsequcnoe  that  of  his 
wife,  ve  see  at  onc«  ackii<iwl«dged,  even  by  strangers ;  and  tbo 
iwomiw  of  the  Lord,  i-XT>ri-j»ed  in  chan^ng  tlie  name  of  Sarai 
intA  Sarai,  cl«-Arly  futfilli-d. 

TTietrief  of  Itaac  appcnr^  to  haTc  lasted  yet  longer  than  that 
of  his  father,  and  beautifully  ilhistrotes  the  lovo  octwccn  ths 
mother  and  son.  Abmhain,  advanced  in  years  and  spiritual 
experience,  felt  Ico  keeidy  the  mere  emotions  of  humauity ; 
be  was  convinced  that  Sarah  hod  only  gone  before  lum  to  thai 
world,  in  which,  from  his  great  age,  ho  would,  no  doubt, 
0[>eedily  join  her.  llis  many  duties — his  cIobo  communion 
with  the  Eternal — enabled  liim  to  rouse  himself  sooner  from 
the  grief,  which,  at  firet,  was  equallsr  seven  j  but  laaoc  was; 
aocordiag  to  the  patriarehal  leckouing  of  time,  still  a  very 
jrouug  man,  at  the  ago  wiien  feeling  is  keener,  less  controlled 
than  at  any  other;  and  when,  though  spiritual  comfort  is 
great,  human  emotions  will  have  fiill  vent.  Except  the  three 
days'  jouniey  to  Mount  Moriali  with  his  falhiir,  Isa:ic  clow  not 
appear  to  hare  been  j^epnrated  a  ringle  day  fn)in  bin  ntolher : 
Shiia  her  care,  her  gniding  and  fostering  love,  hikd  iso  eiitwioeo 
ber  round  hU  heart,  that  fiir  tliree  years  after  her  death  her 
■on  could  find  no  comfort.  How  exalted  uid  lorely  must 
faaro  been  that  mother's  diameter  to  demand  ouch  a  term  of 
mourning  from  her  son  ;  whoM  youth  «ad  sex  would,  in  cobm, 
bftTo  qwedily  roused  him  from  sorrow,  or  tirged  ite  fotjjetluliieai 
in  scenes  of  pleaiiunx 
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We  han  little  in«n>  to  add  on  the  fpintiui]  leiMn  uid 
diTibe  coiuoUtioa,  whidi  S«nli'»  life  prewiita  to  her  female 
detceiuUiits,  tliu  tiioee  hints  aheuay  fartn.  DiflercDtlj' 
ntaued  u  «•  kk,  with  n^od  to  sUtion.  uad,  wkI  atotoms, 
«•  maj'  sret  imitate  ber  nathfnliMa*  in  all  ber  hooMbold 
datics— her  lore  tuki  rerennoe  to  ber  bnaba&d — bci  tender- 
ncM  to  ber  child — ^her  quiet,  uni)n>t«ndUig,  domntic,  yet 
duaified  folfilaent  of  all  which  ehe  wh  called  ai>on  to  do. 
W«  ai^  lean  fron  h«r  to  eet  do  vahie  oo  penonal  cbanus, 
MTe  u  tb^  Mwr  eolwDCe  the  gratificatioD  or  those  who  love 
SB  best ;  or  of  laah  and  station,  mvc  as  they  demand  from  tu 
jet  deeper  f^titude  tiwanls  God,  nnd  more  exteixled  nae* 
lolnas  towards  m^a.  We  may  Icaro,  too,  from  her  hi<totT, 
that  it  is  better  to  wait  for  the  Lord — to  leave  in  Hia  baDoa 
the  fulfilment  of  our  ardent  vish«»— than  to  seek  to  com|)aM 
them  Inr  hnmao  mieanfl.  We  may  tram  and  feel  that  nothing, 
in  tnith,  is  too  wonderfol  for  the  Lord  ;  that  He  will  do  what 
iJMseth  Him,  however  we  may  deem  ii  hoi>eIe»)  and  in  vain. 
Direot  r^elatioiis  aa  vouchsafed  to  Sarati,  indeed,  wo  hare 
not ;  but  God  bait,  in  Hia  deej)  mercy,  granted  us  His  woid— 
the  reootd  of  all  Hb  sis  dosi— that  we  may  feel  that  He  is 
still  ou>  Qod  :  and  though  He  worketh  now  m  wmf— for  our 
sins  have  hid  from  u»  His  ways^yet  lie  workcth  for  us  stiU, 
and  bath  oompaesion  and  mercy  and  love  for  coch  of  as  in- 
dividually, eveu  as  lie  bad  for  Sarah,  and  ber  bond-wonuB 
Uagar.  All  these  to  os,  as  women,  her  history  reveols;  aa 
women  oi  Isnel,  0  yet  more.  It  is  of  no  stranger  in  race  and 
elime  and  fiuth  we  read.  It  is  of  ock  oW5 — of  one  from 
whom  Israel  has  descended  in  a  direct  unshadowed  tine— of 
one — ^the  beloved  and  ci  eri^hed  partner  of  that  cboMD  servant 
and  beloved  friend  of  the  Eternal,  for  whose  sake  revelation 
was  given  to  mankind— Israel  made  not  alone  the  nation,  bat 
the  ram-BOKi  of  the  Lard ;  and  that  Uw  bestowed,  which 
revealed  a  God  of  "  love,  long-eoffenns  and  gmdons,  jklenteons 
in  mercy  and  truth  ;" — i]»tructi.-d  tis  how  to  tre*d  our  earthly 
path,  ao  as  to  give  bappincM  to  otint'lves  and  fvllow^crcaturee 
to  be  acceptable  to  Hiin  ; — and  pointed  with  an  augel-finger 
to  that  tmmoita]  goal,  wliere  man  shall  live  for  ever ! 

Is  it  nothiiw  to  be  tlie  lineaJ  dftocodants  of  one  so  favoured 
— nothing  to  bold  in  our  hands  and  shrine  in  our  boarts,  the 
neord  of  her  life  from  whom  the  noe  of  promi%  sprang} 
Pfotbiii^  to  peruse  tJie  wonderful  manifeetations  of  tbe  Lora't 
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lore  tA  her — to  faal  that  from  Him  diKct,  via  Sarah's  patent 
oT  aobili^,  and  yet  [hw-x-m  tlio  privil«fc«  of  being  her  Aa- 
•oeoduttl  Will  the  waini-ii  of  Iturael  fed  this  u  nothing- 
will  tliej  diadaiD  tJieir  |>rii>cely  birtJt— tbuir  lieovenlr  heritage  ( 
Will  tiiejr  •com  to  locik  luick  on  Sunh  *a  tbeir  anoutor,  and 
yet  long  for  ewtbly  di«tjiiotjon«,  outhly  raol;  ?  No  I  0  no  I 
Let  n«  but  tiiiuk  of  thi*>v  tliing»— of  those  from  wKom  we 
tuve  (twoeoded,  and  our  ihIikIs  will  bo  ennobled,  oar  beaits 
onlaiKod.  Wo  shall  toorn  ihc  fulse  Hlinmo  which  would  de- 
scend to  petty  meanDem  t«  liidu  our  faith,  and  so  exalt  db  io 
the  night  of  a  Ovntile  world.  Humbled,  cost  off  foi  a  little 
moment  as  we  arc — liable  Io  peKecution,  ecom,  ooitlumely— 
to  be  "despLwd  and  rejecU:d  '  of  men — to  bear  the  bnrdeD  of 
affliction  from  all  wh.i  cho'isc  to  afflict— fitili,  still,  we  cannot 
lose  our  blessed  herilni^  uiiieas  we  cast  it  off; — we  cannot  be 
depriTed  of  our  biitUnglit,  aoleHOr  hke  Esau,  we  ojichange  it 
for  mere  worldly  pelf,  ami  monentary  (because  tarthlit)  grati- 
fication. We  are  etill  IsTHelitas— e^  uie  chosen,  the  nelored, 
tlw  ABisiocRjLCr  of  the  Liird. 


RliBEKAH. 

UMbMHM  beautifal  country  whence,  nearly  eerenty  yeua 
pmnbo^  ihe  SOD  of  Tem^i  iiad  been  called  by  tbu  divine 
eommand,  still  dwelt  tin?  cliildrcn  of  liin  btotlu-r  Nalior. 
Oontnry  to  the  lon^  l>«ri<iil  uf  rhildlevsniMs  wliich  biul  been 
the  portKKi  of  Abntliaiu,  t\^\ii  sons  wcro  bom  uuto  Nuhor. 
Ana  when  tjdings  of  his  iimiily  nuiuu  rcuclted  the  pntriarcb, 
just  a^r  the  ottered  sscrilico  of  tiifi  son,  he  heard  that  hia 
brother  was  also  a  graoillathei — Bethuel,  one  of  liie  sona, 
having  marriexl.  and  poweeEins  sous  and  one  fair  daughter. 
The  many  wandering  of  Abraham,  the  distanoe  to  which  he 
biul  removed,  and  too  almost  impoasibility  of  obtaining  ro- 
caprocal  iotelligenoe,  ha<l,  of  coune,  prei-ented  family  intor- 
oourse.  Yet,  by  the  notice  taken  of  Abraham'a  having  unex- 
peotly  received  intelligence  of  his  kindred,  and  also  b^  the 
aoomentoua  events  recorded  io  the  xxiv.  chapter,  it  is  evident 
that  both  Abraham  and  Nahor  retained  a  vivid  recollectioD 
of,  and  continued  affection  towards,  each  other — an  affecting 
illustntioD  of  the  doctrine  we  eo  eanieetly  uphold  :  that  Holy 
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tad  nundw— tfae  — wrfamy,  mtemmilf.  and  Stimtf  of  Iba 
aatnal  afEectioaa.  Tboocli  eleeterf  to  btow  «ad  sem  tin 
Lofd,  Bud  lo  pramolnle  Urn  k»o«tedn  of  tl>s  tne  nti^on 
AtOQgboBt  the  worid,  adD,  an  tin,i  ifahon.  no  eootempt  of 
the  lev  fitnaied  of  Ui  bther't  bo^  Mtuted  Abnham.  !■ 
■nple,  qnatkalai  obe&aee  to  Ui  God.  Iw  had  deserted 
from  aB  tiw  haoBti^  tht  fcicadt  of  kis  Tovth ;  bit  to  »  di»- 
paiuoD  M  atno^  ■ffeetkmste  m  hm  own,  often  ukI  oftca 
iBMt  tbe  ranuiigi  bsf«  wiaraed,  to  lara  •oor'hat  of  th« 
btotber  of  his  Ior*<g.  ^m  chMictcn  of  the  Bible  an  ait 
immam:  tbengfa  wean b«b  too  ^>t  to isdca  then  b^anr  and 
nenr  other  test  tbu  dut  of  bamaot^.  BetioMe.  instead  of 
inimug,  ever  deepens  sad  stROftfaens  men  faunan  feelinga. 
Ko  one  has  enr  jH  tnif  voA  devotodly  lo««d  God,  withost 
Miw  ererj  natiinl  dSwrtioa  hei^teiMa  and  nan  ueckna. 
In^fleraDoe  in  any  one  en^  poipt  is  ntteriir  baniiiiwl  It 
eammtt  entt'  with  tzvie  spntuUty ;  aad  UMRfcce  do  «e 
•Iw^  find  in  the  BiUe,  the  stroDgest,  iMBt  affectioiiata 
fceliiign.  acto&ting  the  c^oaen  aemnta  of  the  Loid. 

Fmn  a  carrfal  conaidention  of  thk  portioa  ef  fiiU«  histoir, 
aad  of  Labaa'e  funily  in  the  seqae),  it  meaa  tnobaUe,  that 
AIimKmw  bad  other  reaBona  beaidci  tneoe  of  kindred,  for 
wiahing  hisaoa  toehooaaairife  f^om  the  daa^Aets  of  Mcsopo* 
taaia,  taataad  of  thoae  of  Canaan.  Had  the  patoanii'a 
kindred  been  amhr  idolatrooi  as  th«  other  tunifiea  of  the 
eaotb,  it  M  not  Ukdjr  that  the  niet«  recHal  ef  the  stemnl 
rfioald  hare  called  forth  I«baB  and  Betfamel'a  amcoing  «• 
damatioc — "  Tbe  thing  prooecdeth  from  the  Loan,  we  eaanot 
9eak  unto  thee  bad  or  nod !" — wit  maajr  jttn  afterward,  a 
Laban'a  interooane  wito  his  nephew,  hn  eotrestT,  "Turr 
with  me,  for  1  h«Te  leanied  hj  exporieiMe  that  the  LOKD  hats 
Ueaed  ue  for  thy  nkc^'    It  would  eeeiii  from  tbcae  MHqdy 

referred  to  more  tiun  lyocc  in  the  aeqa^  thair  reEiiB<mi5|r~~~'i 
certafnlj  ptirci  than  that  of  tbe  Caraanites..  It  was  nnfEST  ' 
fatber's  bouse  Abniham  hod  been  elected  and  called  l^  the 
Almightr.  Hii  firm  nrjoctioD  and  abhonencv  of  idoo,  bil 
meek  and  ^ntle  an-npbniding  condbrt,  bb  depaittur  in  cample 
obedleooe  to  an  nncnown  &-ing — &ii  ti^  was  probably  r»* 
uemhered,  and  ao  commented  npon  bj  bis  kindnd,  that  tdl 
Biemofy  had  man  infloence  than  bis  pceeenee ;  and  TsgM 
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BotioDA  of  th«  religion  and  tlio  God  nhom  he  had  followed 
fcod  [preached,  iniii^ltnl  with  the  image- wonltip  which  they 
fftill  leUintd.  Thnc  notions,  veiy  possibly  streDgthened  b^ 
•  ^«  ruiDoura  of  Abraham's  continued  communing^  with  this 
myrtcrioaa  Ood,  and  th«  manifestations  of  a  superbumaa 
■gCQcr  rouciisafcd  to  Iiim, -which,  by  slow  derroes,  reached 
vno  McKpotamia,  prepared  th«tti  to  acknoirlMge  and  even 
bdieve  in  Him  ;  though,  from  ignonuioe  as  to  tlis  numuer  of 
worship  which  could  be  acceptable  to  a  Being  so  awfol  and 
invisible,  tlicy  adbeied  to  the  worabip  of  their  iatbera. 

Atif>|«tii  iio  doubt  felt  that  it  would  be  easy  to  impart  to 
the  dewghtef  of  micti  a  race,  the  tjue  and  uiuttual.  lallgiQii. 
of  which  the  Patnari:h'&  own  iamily  was  -ta«  ouly-KiUuse- 

There  would  be  nr^  fcir  of  h'T  rrt^iTiinj^  )^^n^  ^nrotJy   ^lnflm^^]. 

T'cating  the  itiijiiir<j  .ml  i  l  I  .m    ii^    [iotuma  whi«b  would  nn* 
[poubtedlj  liavd  bteu  ih'.  ■  i-"  ^uti.  die  dau 
ttisy  acting;  iwwcrtuHj   uu  ihi-  affec 


,  Ui  me  tlie  rwJ  ouae  of 
.A  wife  for  bin  iob  lmus 


.  IcoDwhilo  the  danglitcr  of  BcthntI  had  grown  into  beantt- 
fbl  womanhood,  bdoTCd  and  cheriBhod  allEe  by  her  parents 
and  brothera,  and  pnisning  with  cheerful  content  nu<l  oSection, 
tbs  simple  rontane  of  domestic  life.  There  is  no  mention  in 
Scripture,  of  her  baring  ever  been  aought  in  maniage,  befora 
the  offer  of  Isaac.  We  ara  tatliux  to  OTppote.  that  she  wat_ 
aearcely  aeen  or  known  beTond  Ute  Biecineta  o^^T^t  ffither"*. 
tSataMJahmJU!    Utd.  aa  tlua  mm   tPO   «S  li   the. 

^  iiightera  of  Labaa,_B6roe  yeai»  attcrwanls.  U\r       ,     .h-t:  of 

pth^ir  siitierTnfiTjr  t6'Qi«  other  heathen  tinti<'  i       ijim  >' 

'rite  (1-I-1--  I  iJ-iloyTtnentaof  the  yotii::  s  m  ,il     ■■:  iL.-  i:.i-,t, 
ui\ry  n  Wnipletdy  'dcttn'  '    i:    -  i-  ii mT 

acieiiiiuy  .ii.uifti,  wc  limJ  K<'i"-l  .V  -  .'w 

itothe  v(cU  with  hct  pitcU'  !■  ■■'    i..tiC 

-Jlie  group  of  HlRllSgcn  biaidc  tliu  wdi,  iiiiut  Imve 

liiUuckhcx  as  tWBietJiing  ninuirkablu,  but  wo  do  not  find  that 
[lh«  in  any  way  loitered,  or  wavered  in  thostuatly  ]»'ri  uli  ,ij<:v 
^<d  her  task. 

"  And  tJie  damsol  van  very  fair  to  look  upon,  a  v)r|);iii ;  and 
ti»  tMNf  dcwtt  to  the  ukU,  and  JUled  Aw  pttthr  amt  came  ttp. 
And  the  servant  ran  to  meet  Ler,  and  said,  Let  tne,  I  ^my 
Hioe,  dnok  a  littlo  water  of  thy  pitcher.    And  6h«  said,  Diink, 
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my  lord  :  and  ahe  let  dowa  her  pitoher  apoa  her  haad.  and 

Sve  liini  drink.     And  when  tfi*  timl  Amfl  |piriin|  h™  A^fJt^ 
t  tftid.  I  will  draw  water  for  ttiT  eti^pfii  A[«n,  jmijl  Mtpy  h^^ 
,  ■    -  -    -^aatfiiL,  '  ..  .     ■  - 


jope  dnnking.  And  qly  ^»»*^,  ^^  , 
ibe  tniiiBii.  ana  ran  again  ttnto  the  well. 
.diL'w  :*i:   lil  IjI^  caiii«U." 

Aiuui^;^   Uic  inaay  little  axnuisite  toudias  of  artless  and 
gentle  nature,  witli  which  tbe  Bible  abounds,  none  nurpasKi 
Uiifi  fur  tTutli  and  beauty.     Xht  !4iinc  uD.'toi)ltUtiunt«il  uuture. 
that  kil  liur  ijuivtly  tu  imrgnie  W  dut^,  nith>)iit  turniui;  to 
^ke  right  liiind  or  to  the  left,  alsn  iirunipltd  tln>  n<-'- .        i 
cordial  tiiiidticMt  to  the  strnngcr,  when  he  aJdrcvitd 
the  respectful  defircncc  to  hi«ng<-    inl    ■  \,   ali." 
"DriuK.  my  lord,"  iinplj-.     It  w.l     !  ■■     i  !i  i 
the  modvit  «i»e  and  rranVnuss,  tliu  toUil  'li  "  ..  ..i         -it, 
alike  with  rvKiird  to  iji^rstmal  trouble  u«  !■>  !<:  i:  ;  ur 

own  be.iutiful  I  u-.  uml  t:>rm  wiglit  innke,  which  K\^^  iiioi.'ccd 
from  a  prcpiT  -!l;--i..iiJt,  withi.put  whii^'h  no  wo  m,in,  however 
utuat<^<!.  I'^m  li"|iiniy,  or  witli  [ir 'I'Tji.ty,  pais  throu, 
SRffTlot  unIj- ;;iVf  icftc-jhnicut.  (■>  iL.'  hUj^Ard,  ii. 
BWttiS  for  the  weary  i:,uiilI-  tolfirairilaor  Many  tiniee  must 
Bbe  nave  ascended  ami  .iLMcendeJ  lo  MlB  irell,  burdened  Witt 
a  wuigbty  pitctai — .i  t'ur  and fieutle  girl,  white  bo  many  stroiw 
men  were  ^aodiiii;  ronud — but  they  were  strao^n  and  txvith 
lers,  and  she  wa.4  lu  her  own  land. 

WoU  might  Uiitatit,  "wondering  at  her,  bold  hia  pcaoe,  (0 
wit  whether  the  Lonl  hod  mude  hid  journey  proaperons  or 
not."  It  WU6  dithcult  Ui  helicve  that  tJie  prayer  lie  had 
Bcaroely  concluded  beforo  Rebekuli  iippciired,  should  SO  ^eedUy 
be  answered  ;  and  it  was,  no  doubt,  with  mtati  little  trembling 
he  asked,  "  Whoso  daughter  art  thou  ?  Tell  me,  I  pray  thee,  18 
there  room  in  thy  father's  hoiisu  for  us  to  lodge  in  V  and  how 
must  his  heart  hare  hounded  with  returning  eontidence  at  the 
artleaa  nply.  '^a^l_the_daughte^  of  Bethuel.  the  son  of 
ijUlcah,  wnich  8h6"5aS'iuloJSflhor."  She  ^id"  inoreover  lo 
I  b^~vc  hare  boEG  straw  and  proveiider  enouf^h,  and  room  to 

y  lod^  in."     Our  ancient  fathers,  with  much  justice,  aoppoae 

I  that  the  spleudid  preaente  of  the  steward  jollowed  tliu  OO- 

I  nouncemcut,  and  were  not  given,  as  we  might  imaeioo  trom 

I  the  general  trauslationti  of  the  Bible,  More  tie  knew  her  name. 

^_        They  had  been  CMtru»ted  to  him  for  Uie  bride  of  l>aac ;  and 
^^L       tblirefOn^lt  wasjgOtEcly  be-idioirM  beistow  them  on  any  one. 
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itablc.  unlciw  perfectly  0(»iTUictd 
-fined  »o~to  be,    'i'be  Iittl«  €00- 


» 


I 


bowerer  boatifal. 

,  feat  ahewM  Utc        

F'vuOlUib    betircen   them,  and"  even  "Ibe  steward'!  fervent 

cjacuUtioD  of  thanfcggiYJng.  probsblT  took  place  whJIa 

tbe  ni^i  (wkacoliicii  earring  ofJjatLajliekel  ireijuili. 
the  brari-l.>t>j  Tir  fi.  r  VavAi  of  ten  sh'Icelfl  w/igfit  of  goid^ 
Greatly    i  '■■'■  ■■!  !i    iiiii:    m.le ',■.  II..1I  dn^.   only  at  the 

ricbncM  '.'>  'All  iiri'-.hL^,  Lui  ciia;  liity  sliiiula  Ijt!  ulTerM  at  all ; 
and,  true  to  Uie  almoet  childish  nature  nhich  the  nholo 
narration  dieplaya,  "bbt  aa  and  told  them  of  her  mother's 
house  these  things." 

t  b  br  some  commentators  eonndeied  strange,  I  beKeve, 
^  in  all  wMch  follons,  Laban,  not  Betliuel,  shodd  be  the 
principal  ac4ur.  The  Bible  appears  to  tdl  us,  tliat  tabaD  was 
decidedly  the  head  of  hta  father's  house ;  and  as  there  is  00 
mentJOD  vhaterer  of  Rebelcah's  father,  no  leferenoe  to  any 
rebitioD  but  lier  mother  and  brother,  it  docs  not  aeem  probable 
that  slie  had  a  father  Itring,  the  BcthucI,  who  is  mentioned, 
being  powbly  a  younger  wotlier,  and  one  of  very  inferior 
«on»eiiaeuce. 

We  hurt  already  perceived,  that  Rebcknh  "  told  them  of 
ber  moth^r't  botisc.  And  now,  without  any  notice  whatever 
of  a  father,  w«  read — that  "  Rcbekab  had  a  brother,  whose 
name  was  Laban."  And  when  he  saw  the  earring  and  bracelets 
on  his  &ister'»  bunds,  and  when  he  heard  ber  words,  ho  came 
unto  the  man  who  still  atood  with  his  camek  beside  the  well, 
and  accosted  him,  not  only  as  one  who  was  master,  with 
independent  authority,  but  with  on  exclamation  which  confirma 
o«r  previotissuu^estion,  that  some  vague  notions  of  Abraham's 
Qod  lind  rcach^  even  Mesopotamia.  The  hurried  narration 
of  his  NJster  irould  not  have  been  suffident  iucentive  for  such 
greeting  ; — "Come  in,  thou  blessbd  of  thh  lokd;  wherefore 
standeat  thon  without  T  for  I  have  prepared  the  house,  and 
room  for  (he  camek.  And  the  man  oaine  into  the  house,  and 
he  ungirtUiI  his  camek  And  they  gave  straw  and  provender 
for  the  camels,  and  water  to  wash  his  feet,  and  the  men's  feet 
■who  were  with  him.  And  they  Bet  meat  bcfure  him  to  eat : 
bat  he  mid,  I  will  not  «it,  till  1  have  said  mine  errand.  And 
he  [Laban]  said.  Speak  on." 

Laban,  as  the  gcnernns,  nnsnspicions  host,  Iiad  performed 
his  part.     And  now  the  servant  of  Abralmm  failed  not  to 


I 


tak  to  ^A^im^H  Brtkwl  Bit— ri  Br  th.  Midi 
rfl^fc— .■tite  I  •  .-BdhJililiirtbMwtfwir 
««  B«r  nfa;  tkift  tkt  Bain  aid  Wr  ■ofWr  vn*  bw 

I— t;tiw,ii.br..,«»d«     i,,r    j«,ih.! 

k  WMMB,  ud  a  wfT  jasag  I 

MM  MUiw  ■itnia  Mil  >B  ne  i 

■IMS  bv  (be  UewBc  of  the  Lecd,  wko  kad 

la  Ua  «U  ^^  «  wa,  to  vbcM  AlnliaB  bad  ^v^aDtbalW 
bad;  bow  aazwaa  be  waatofaatd  Ueton  ft«ai  a  eoeaeetiM 
with  tb*  Owemite^  iwl  to  take  lam  a  vtfr  fraai  bia  om 
kiadred  —  onaaEat  Etkau't  ntyrtioB.  "  Paadmtar%  ibe 
vooaa  win  twt  k&m  ax,"  br  tba  mIi—  jMBiance  tlMt, 
-tbeUid.bebtearboB  I  nO.  wiD  nd  Hi*  aagil  bifi» 
tha^  aad  pnvcr  tbr  war ;"  bow,  is  nherBiaBi  ba  bad  Ml 
ftrtb,  aad  aizniag  ttat  dn  at  tbe  veO.  itdja^  to  tba 
Laid  God  of  Ua  ■■■>■•  Abrabaw.  to  gnaft  Oat  A»  mm 
wbo  vbea  ba  wMfaad  far  a  £ttle  wits  fen  htf  aital^  Aodd 
nflf.  -  Driafc  tboo,  and  I  mil  dm  &r  tbe  caa^  abi^" 
dMld  be  tba  naida^  vfaoai  tbe  Loid  bad  awJatri  far  bis 
■M(cr'«  atn ;  binr  h»  t**f  !»'''  l'^''  bean  aad  aaavend. 
Ipf  tbe  Mpcannce  and  kmdlr  coortm  of  Babefcahj  aad  ha 
aepdaded,  "  I  bowed  down  mj  bead,  aad  auuhptieJ  tbe 
Lord  God  of  mj  Baiter  AbcabatD.  wbo  bad  kd  m«  in  the 
right  vaj,  to  take  mj  laaetct'a  brotbrr*!  ^■"g^'^'r  far  bis  eoo. 
Am  DOW,  if  Ton  will  deal  kiadiv  and  traljr  with  mf  iiftfr, 
tcO  Be;  aad  (f  not,  ten  ate;  that  I  nay  tvm  to  the  ri|^ 
haad,  or  tbe  left." 

Deejdj  indeed  mart  the  satple  tale  hare  afiected  its  heantt 
He  nek,  the  peinoelT  Atnhaa  bad  KflMubend  aad  jreanwd 
toward!  bia  fatlui's  mom  ;  ereo  thoae  who,  perchaao^  in  Ui 
jroatb  bad  reriled  and  penecated  him  lor  bii  reaction  of  tbdr 
idoli.  Seddiu' &«■  them,  in  ptderenoe  to  erety  other,  a  wifa 
farbnaoiL  " llie  thing  prooeedetb  from  tbe  Lord,"  was  thor 
tiutant  aaewer.     "  We  cannot  ^eak  onto  Ihee  lad  or  good. 


Behold,  B«bekah  b  before  th«e.  take  tier,  and  go,  and  let  ha 
be  thy  iiiwt«r'8  sou's  wife,  aa  the  Lord  liath  Miulten." 

Bkaned  thus  far,  the  richest  jeireU  of  sum  and  »lvcr  wen 
pMBBBted  by  tbe  steward  to  the  youthful  briile,  her  mothei 
and  brother.  Surely,  if  her  father  had  Atill  Iwen  living,  ha 
would  here  have  beea  mentioued :  but  ui;it!i«t  liere,  nar  in 
the  55th  and  60th  veisea  foUowin;^,  which  tiK  imijortitiit,  na 
ielatui{  to  her  influeotial  kindred,  a  thuro  auy  nolJcu  takta 
of  bis  existence. 

One  night  only,  the  KtuwAtd  accepted  tlie  lurish  hospitality 
«f  his  hosts.  Anxious  U)  report  t)>u  success  of  his  loiauon,  ho 
«DtieAt«d,  "  Sciiid  inc  iiwuy  to  my  master."  But  nfttunJ  ti« 
erald  not  be  iki  quickly  svvi-n-d  without  pitiu.  How  could 
tb^so  voddenly  part  with  the  cherished  darling  of  their  huuw 
^D  all  nrobability  never  to  look  upon  her  agnin  i  "  Let  the 
damsel  abide  with  us  a  few  dars,'  her  motbor  aiid  brotbor 
said  ;  "  at  Icnst  ten.  aft«r  that  she  ehall  no."  But  the  steward 
entreated  them  to  "  liindcx  him  not,"  betieviuc  that  to  loiter, 
would  be  ■'  di&pleasing  to  the  Lord  who  haa  i)rospered  his 
way."  And  they  said,  "We  will  call  the  damsel,  and  eni^uire  at 
her  mouth."  Young,  and  retirioR  as  she  was,  her  own  voice  was 
to  decide  the  matter.  They  would  neither  retain  uor  send  her 
away  without  her  own  conaent;  thus  proving,  that  even  family 
authority  in  the  Bible,  was  an  authority  of  lore.  "And  calling 
her,  they  said,  yil*  »%■■  p»  mjHi  tJLJa  »n»n  \  f^nA  «ha  miA.  I 
vilLtfa;" — a  brief  and  simple  answer,  yet  suited  alike  to  aet 
charaeter  and  the  occasion.  No  doubt,  there  will  be  isotue  to 
ezoUim  agikin.-«t  the  ruply  as  abru)it  and  nnmaideDly ;  but 
hftvo  thov  qiiiu-  c(iiisidi;Tud  all  the  circumstAnees  of  the  case? 
Rul)ckah  s  character,  at  tJiis  period  of  hrr  life,  was  a  btAu^ul 
blending  of  simplicity  and  tnith.  Sought  by  Abraham  for  his 
•OB,  of  whom,  most  likely  she  had  ulcetuly  {avoninbly  beard ; 
selected  by  God  himself,  every  natural  feeling  of  woman,  was 
satisfied  and  soothed.  Perhaps,  now,  in  thi^  period  of  ultra 
nfioement,  such  simplicity  will  scarcely  be  unoerstood.  £et 
at  waa  in  perfect  aj-p^wrtunM  vnth  j|l| 
^  it_not  or'-':.-',  "^'"-i  by  flpj  hima 
<a^x^'-'  liter,  mother,  aad, 

0  heir  huHimmi  _\     m-.-tide^  tnis  was  no 


hpm^  to  cbave 

tiicapuujeul'Qrmere  bnman  devising.  Sii^jtaa^iioamaeioa^, 
the  ingtrujueut  in-tba  I<ttitQaIVhand4o.£idbiae_Uia-deoiv«a. 
And  her  brief  asaeut  waa  Hiii  inapiration,  as  certainly  ae  all  the 


J 


or  WUML. 


ifjtwhy  faddwu     Nor  am  m  imbt  be  % 
«t9  hiiKj  wiiMii  )i«r     lUn  not 


tlBMh'tw"  wMr.i.lft.'ly  ojipiMfan  firlwff  fiffittit  thrnr  hanta 
tinfW  '  Aitil  i  >  li"w  IjImm  «m«U  it  be  at  neb  ciai^  if  «e 
pi'tiM  ti4il  riHiliwr  lti«l  ttur  wonU  frmoglit  with  »  pais  ■■! 
MiiniHv  iixi  »<"•■'  Miiihoiiftlil  of,  «n«n  weipoke  tbai,pn)eHd 
»lttH«', 'ft*    '  I  -  "I  will  R»,"  from  tbe  |(nid«u  of  the 

1    '  ■   --  '  '  ~',  >i)iitn  of  All  the  ssSenngi  wEiieli  o^ 

,  lit  ill  l)io  end  be  bleantL 

,'\<w\  till'  (irtwDU  of  betmtluL  widwi^ 
I  I  tn*-  fiuiiilr  (if  Altraliua.    How  um  niidbt 

I  'tttbdrt  It  «u  mt  her  put  to  dcta^nn 

L  r  f NWtftii»  tlw  (wn  of  KDitetioB  with  wfaiafa 
•  '  I<v  her  brotlMra.  The  antlMr, 

I  lih)  ;  Tor  brr  pmjToa  wen  hi 

)<  '  U'.'.Hnt  ts>  U'kikl),  ui<l  uid  unto  h«r,  Tikoa 

Kixi  iIm  wt'ituv  \<t  thontiinds  of  millioii^ 
vh*  (Mm  of  tlioM  wbkh  bat«  ttmn? 
!4W  IMh  Uw  dfltaining  anns  of  her 
'>ur<««k  mhI  Mtancbcit  damsel*,  uagfat 
i'l»l  th»al»«iudoo  hia  homewanilwaf. 
'Vm  wnnlMl  tbe  beart  and  mind 
'iuHMMt  durtug  tbis  jornneT— tbe 
'>v  Vuwtf  «h»  WM  about  to  so(w— tiie 
-  -.t.  Mi^t  tbiM*  unbKiwn ;  j-et,  towarda 
'b  Uw>  v«Muiiw  h>  Ion  and  he  bclored; 
)u  tW  lil«  »<  w«  (tvwud  to  iDQcb  of  hu 
■.^iUH  bi>*t^lk«riMili4ti»laQgcrastnn|cr. 
•  >>i»lWtjF  tH  (bn  Wl  tosoh  lo  (Kls  portico  of 
>Mi  k«  tho  iuyikwi  hirtnmb     Caoaan  wh 
•vMicoh  i«  nifhi.    Aad  lifting  op 
•MM  vaJh^  fiirth  in  th«  iKtilt 
^  lud  b^M*M>>«  autoj  iiiilwi«aiiil  tnad.  Iha 
»  bol;!  awhlalwifc     i%  mm  >wiiiK  that  itfll 

t  ^h*  ![«>■  -Mik  y*>  V»»  JiwuiwriMy  aoinyi^  that 
V^^«H  V|^k  th«  ^hwMt«d  wmImX  to  iho 


'But  when,  the  queetiofiwae  Mkod  AaA  nnswoTcd  hj  lief-jpu^ 
roodeBty,  fflpiiRmRnL  MmpKcitjr.  and  tlwt  n-apcct  wTiich  CTcr 
--■-—  «- —  •»■-  ». — ►    all  impcTTccl  Iipp  to  "tigllt'ollfttw:  '^ 


)n 


Hjtriugs  irom  tne  (loart,  an 

came^'*  and  ""to  lalie  a  veil  anfl'covor  bcrsoir 

This  WM  Ujip  liiiinii|^Y,  fnr  sin:  Inirlv  Iilt  H"  t-    1-   riry.     Sbt 
^j^HfianHnii  m>  BMlTft  HMIPCt  Qian  ^!  ,i.    | .  :,  i  mit^C 

no  eereouxuotu  introaui.iii  n,  I'n:  i.litcj^  U'-na  iflc  camel, 
C0E0pUteljL^rpti(ieil  iii  ln.i  ■  ■  .1.  -!  :  i''  ilJ  by  the  one  action, 
the  rt9i)CCt  due  fi-i  u,i  ■  ■!.  ■  i  . ,  ■  i  ;li  lu  lii'v  il'"''tii;e<l  Imsliandj 
h  ■  .  i  ■■ml'  ili'.'iiitj'  by  coiicealiiig 
;;■-  i\  1  I-  li.l.  juJ Isaac  clfiiracd 
■iiv  '.'..i.-.  ill  this  case  as  nothing, 
'  '  '*j;y  dfr"  Her  conduct^ 
III  i  liiitlMteLiiatuie.  timidly^ ' 
isyui  uf  tiiu  wbutii  aiit  uumL -wialwd-to 
ciiiicc.il  thu  vtrj-  beauty  vrhJcli  Hhemytt 
til  it  li,'  Tiil^jlit  priw;  Jind  IiorTiorw 
Isj-.i:  li[iA)^lit  Jut  into  bis  "H'^i^t  SltWjJV 
tent,  and  he  took  Kebekali,  and  eIio  bocamc  imTbo 

loved  [ikt,  ant!  Isaac  wa,=.  .■'i^i^ifurt-r't  after  his  j 
iJow  bfiiiilifan_v  di"'  till  If.'  V  w  'Ml 

Jo*0~t6ni  to";iriI-    Iji-i    i;ii>lIi.  r    .ii 
Old  JMRKtI  ?'.hr,-  llir-  iIi'.lIIi     <r  I: 

her.      N'li   -■■■■II   tlie  altf'Mii'ii-. 
that  p*tii  III    \'  .irtiing — not    i-m- 
aoothiiig  thoughl.-j  .ml  llr    .1 
bim,  tliough  anu  K -'' I    li  m     i.i 

love  to  bloa  the  band  whiLli  smote.  Nor  is  tliin « ooiitfadiotory 
userUoD.  Reli^on  leads  US  to  llim  wliu  alone  can  heal,  in 
deep  and  most  fervid  prafer—that  prayer  brinKS,  from  Him 
vbose  deep  tuercy  hears  and  answers,  anpport  and  con^ointion, 
by  tlie  coovictjon  that  we  are  not  lonely — that  wo  shall  meet 
a^n  those  whom  we  love  Id  His  presence,  who  is  lave  itself; 
ud  l)ii4  is  comfort.  The  comfort  here  alluded  to  was  for  the 
nortal;  the  immortal  could  realise  consolation,  the  mortal 
oould  not.  Though  it  be  in  very  truth  the  invisibU  tout  we 
love,  yet  we  become  so  knit  with  t)ie  mortal  Itabitation  of  that 
Bonl,  Utnt  we  caiinut  feel  it  Iulh  perished  from  our  sight  for 
t-vcr,  without  an  agony  of  heart  that  time  and  prayer,  and 
constant  communincH  with  the  invitible  Spirit  afoue,  can  in 
any  way  DSBUugc.  rlur  is  there  one  portion  in  the  Holy  Bible 
which  would  t«U  us,  Uiat  God  condciunii  euch  grief,     if  with 


4 


.■■i^mfiirt-r-d  after  his 
r  w  'M.[.I-  illiiBtratp  I 

I  lii  r    .iiL'l  wifi-.      "num.;.;! 

.1  I  I :  iiHither,  he  yet  mourned  for 
1  hi»  father  could  satisfy 
ri-Hgion,  with  her  host  of 
'■•-gv»,  could  wholly  conf/ort 
til  to  endur«,  and  spiritual 


TUE  noiats  OP  ubaxl. 
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th«  irhole  fervour  of  oarimmortiJ  boin^,  we  ciui  bftw  in  wch 
•ubmiwioii,  taith,  sud  lave,  unUi  Ills  will,  lie  coitdemiM  oot, 
nay,  f«elii  oompusionate,  and  in  His  ona  good  time  liuls  the 
•gony  which  our  Jiaman  nature  feels  thruugii  the  faoman 
■0ncT  of  wiiit,  or  friend,  or  child.    And  ao  it  was  with  Ikuio. 

pattfltfl  M  ha  W»M  \\J   tllfl  liymnry  gf         

womaa  could.  h>»ft-«u<yffled  his  love  m  to  j 

and  fill  t|w  thfl  tehinj^  towj  which 

Ho  most  bavo  soeii  iti  h«tK'1;:ili,  "1       .  ._ 

•  reflection  of  SaMhNeii'r-  <     liJides:  and  united  utlicw 

were  to  youtli  and  beauty,  ti.  jiroi  -itili  cli'iptr  and  dearer  _ 

emotiouB  than  be  bad  ever  <.-xi«jrii;ixi;(;J  li  '"■ 

To  some  disjwaiUDtis,  this  euddcu  clcv^.li^ii  lu  a  social  ud 
domoAtic  position  would  have  been  a  dan^eroiu  ordeal ;  but 
gdthor  iin:3\imT>tin:i.  Mrpynce.  nor  priJfc  IPFWf  t"  .*^'^!!^ 

auce  of  boiii'.iioM  duty  n.  ii''  ^  !  in  li'er  glrlluuKC-lWbably — 
continued  in  birr  hii;bcr:iii  .h-pnnwbl.-  rfatjon;  juniyear 

after  year  found  licr  calmly  klUit iiig  the  uiiiet  roittliie  of  ifiiily 
dut^  liapniiy  to  liereclf.  »nd  to  her  ItoU'i'.lioId.  And  hen.-,  for 
a  brief  wliile,  we  would  pauae  to  gather  the  sweet  blc«Buuu  of 
instruction  and  guidance  proflbrod  by  a  Father's  Ioto,  which 
Bebdtah's  biBtory,  thus  far  consideTed,  can  impart  We  woald 
linger  a  moment  on  tlie  past  ere  we  go  forward,  for  the  pictar* 
must  be  changed.  Yet  it  is  no  Eaarrellous  and  incompreboB- 
aible  change — it  is  do  history  of  woman  in  au  era  eo  long  put 
that  we  wonder,  and  searce  believo— the  picture  is  too  perfect 
even  now ;  it  is  woman  tAeu,  and  womau  nou',  aa  we  shall  eee 
hereafter. 

Attboii|;h  from  the  wide  distino^on  betweeo  patriarchal  and 
modero  times,  our  puution  and  duties  as  daughters  uf  krael 
can  never  resemble  tlnise  of  Bcbckah.  wo  have,  like  her,  do- 
mestic duUca  to  perform,  and  a  station  not  only  to  fulfil,  but 
to  adom,  so  as  to  excltu  towards  tu  rtepeot  and  love.  The 
women  of  the  fiible  an;  forcibly  poitmyed,  Dot  for  as  to  follow 
them  exactly,  for  tJiat  we  could  not  do,  but  from  tJicir  conduct 
in  their  respective  ^pliura  to  guide  us  in  oura ;  from  the  ap* 
proval  or  reproof,  bestowed  directly  or  indirecuy  upon  them, 
to  tijracJi  their  dewendante  what  is  acceptable  in  the  sight  of 
out  heavenly  R»thor,  and  what  is  not ;  and  of  this  we  may  r»st 
assured,  tiiere  is  do  oontiadictioa  to  puzde  as  in  the  Word  of 
Qfui    The  preapUot  IIis  law  ore  proved  by  the  practic4  of  Uis 
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Bemnta.  "  Wliatanever  thy  haod  findoth  to  do,  do  it  with  all 
llQr  i»i|[ht,"  vaa  said  ccnturiea  nCter  by  the  angc  moiiaroh,  who 
in  obedience  to  the  conunstid  of  God  relatiiif;  to  Kinp^,  miiHt 
have  been  acquainted  with  the  vhole  of  Hih  law ;  aikI  that 
pnoept  waa  exemplified  in  Uebekah'n  conduct  at  the  wulL  She 
bad  every  temptation  to  tiitn  aside  for  a  few  niomeiito  id  her 
«npie  task.  Had  she  ever  ac^oatomed  beraelf  to  oiMOurage 
wandering  tboughta  in  her  different  employiDents,  to  turn 
frunt  them  for  every  frivolous  pretence,  she  would  never  luve 
withstood  the  teiujitetioii  of  xUing  awny  her  time  with  the 
goodly  looking  ttmngen,  «nd  tbtu  d«nK)ii!<trut«d  a  charMtor 
totally  nnfit  to  be  the  aneeslTenof  Ood'o  choiwn  race.  Butaa 
the  went  down  to  the  well,  and  Riled  her  pitcher,  and  came  up, 
"natber  turning  to  the  right  nor  to  the  luftt"  k>  it  behores 
OS  to  follow  our  daily  duties,  would  wc,  like  her,  receive  the 
blesring  of  the  Lord.  It  is  said  to  bo  woiaan's  natnn  ever 
to  be  unatendy — to  bo  caught  by  the  g\aK  of  every  new  obiect^ 
evearr  new  face — to  become  frivolous,  from  allowmj;  herseu  Id 
yowUi  to  flutUT  ^m  one  employment  to  another,  aeekinf  bat 
tweets,  and  ten-itied  at  the  hrat  ^ht  of  all  that  may  seem  nanh 
cr  stera.  But  such  frivolity  is  incompatible  with  the  regeno- 
nte  and  spiritual  woman,  whose  guidance  a  her  Bible,  wbote 
mttMoer  is  ber  God.  She  feels  too  deeplj[  Tesponable  to  Him 
Ibr  •Tory  hour  of  her  time,  to  aquftDder  Jtt  niialle«t  portion 
OMCUeMy  away.  Sheteeksto  lave  him  too  mnx.'Ktly',  too  oon- 
tinuallyt  not  to  AMooiate  the  hope  of  His  appiovA]  with  her 
«W7  employment,  and  so  associatod,  it  is  impossible  for  them 
to  be  fnvDl<nuly  followed,  or  lightly  interrupted  ;  and  if  do- 
mestic duties  were  thus  performed  by  tho  young  daughter  of  a 
hoa%  who  knew  not  by  direct  revelation  the  Lord,  how  much 
more  devolves  upon  us,  her  descendants,  to  whom  tlio  Lord 
himself  has  vouchsafed,  through  tils  holy  Word,  both  guidance 
andexMDple  I  0  let  us  then.in  our  every  pursuit,  lirst  ponder 
well  if  we  may  lay  it  before  our  God,  and  upon  it  ask  lUs 
blessing  ;  and  if  we  truly  can,  let  us  pursue  it  with  all  our 
beutianid  soul,  and  might,  if  we  would,  indeed,  seek  the  loving 
tenderDees  of  our  God,  the  respect  of  the  world,  and  of  our- 
•elvea. 

Nor  is  her  steadiness  the  only  portion  of  Rebekali'a  early 
oharacter  demsniliug  our  admiration.  The  winning  and  oblig- 
ing  ir^ntl<>ni!as  »i^  which  fhy  a^ft  ihe 
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^^tt^ff^Y  nfit..irA  Kt-^  'ni«  reqnest  ma  not  onlf 
(RrtgnnUil  witU  such  sweetoess  of  manner,  uul  n 
wonu,  H  threefold  to  eoh&Dce  the  IdiuinttB  of  tHc  deviL  Tlts 
bwntifal  UwB  oaatAtned  in  tiw  Sixti,  33rd,  ud  31th  wnwB  of 
th*  19th  chspt«r  of  Lenticns,  had  not  then  been  imetl,  7«t 
the  conduct  of  Rcbckah  vw  ft  pnctical  illostntioD  of  th* 
$pirit  which  thoy  teach.  She  paid  respect  to  a^  and  did 
unto  the  strno^r  ev«a  u  if  h«  tutd  been  one  born  in  the  Imd ; 
and  tbu  «e  m»r  ^11  do.  {(juuiLjoam^hat  we  act  iiujjii, 
,.  in  our  jBtcCMMtM-aitlwr  wnh  ftipg  ja  or 
■frrpn  y-  miut  "■■'^  — .t.;fM>  Juadly  ,/i«£u|i 
kindly  MW  I 
of  edooMton 


At  a  p«nod  wh«a  the 

to  comdemo,  oooqoer,  and 


eMiiclr  annihiUtfi  tee&ag.  this  will  be  difficnlt,  for  widely 
difotnt  is  th«  nuuiner  wtuoh  is  Un(^  howeter  perfect  mar 
bo  ita  profriety,  ita  geotleMfls.  its  sn-ntj,  to  that  whiok 
ipttna  ftom  the  heart,  and  haa  its  origin  in  ortrflowinx  and 
uudaab  feeling.  But  has  the  hean^tHtA^illLfiiy  ^H'!^ 
to  do  with  out  oehavioiu  to  a  i-rf.'.-t  -tiaagei;^  and  aftiuaint- 
anoe  of  the  hour,  whi>m  in  th^  '  nurUfe_we  nuty  never 

neetagivinl    tt  hw,  and  it  lu-v  -'»i  tTv,.  nf  gnnii.  faotk 

to  onnwhw  and  others.    The  gn^'  '  '^  michty  '"^ 

most  meicifnt  CrcAt*ir  of  !:-■■-:■  ■■■.1  ...n.i,  x,.^. 
in  the  midst  of  this  8ti:;  cn^ation,  to 

bring  fotth  herfi^trvrf,  iivi  kj  Krvo  a*  fuoi,  or  ahqltei^-<K^  i 
abaolate  vat,  in  the  connnon  mTaning  of  tht  word,  but  aimply  ^] 
to  beautify,  to  eoliven,  to  rejoice,  to  ^V  '  ulucw  moA-t 

sonshiue  on  the  duxrl  na^le,  &Dd  wcai;  .^  nai  add 

beauty  ^"A  wyariyg  even  wbase  aU  eiouBd  a.  juy ;  aad  as 
flowers  to  the  eartS,  so  ia  kindliness  to  man.  ft  will  no* 
lemonrenief^nor^ve  him  what  perehanee  be  needs,  but  it  may 
cause  a  flower  to  spriiu  Dp  in  the  lone^  recess,  or  caiewora 
furrow  of  hb  heart,  wooae  memorr  may  Itnger  long  aiW  Um 
flower  itaelf  has  perished.  And  wall  we  seom  the  pow«r  tiiat 
will  do  thisT  Shall  we  think  a  flower  of  half  an  hoar's 
nowth  too  worthlen  to  be  given,  too  trifliiig  to  be  gathered  t 
0 1st  ns  iM>t  eoeoorage  Bodi  a  thonght.  We  may  know,  indeed, 
nothing  of  the  Rtraager  with  whom,  for  a  brief  boar,  we  aay 
be  thrown ;  but  that  very  igncnooe  should  urge  us  to  coortssy 
sad  kiiidlineas.  Mis  coone  may  have  been  one  of  care^  hi» 
pieseot  lot  a  waste,  and  a  gentle  tone  and  kind  manner  may. 
be  to  him  as  the  flower  in  the  desert^  wiling  him  a  brief  whib' 


^ 
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fimn  his  onn  leid  thouEhtn.     Or  it  may  he  his  Int  hiu  been  anrl 

fit  til  joy ;  iMiil  vet  wifi  lciinlliii«is  be  sweet,  even  m  the  flower 

I  festive  biul.  or  in  the  jiuthvAy  of  the  bride ;  ifai  f<»mi 

I  noticed  itt  the  time,  yet  m  blending  with  its  UMcUtvd 

_  B,  M  in  Riemot;  to  be  «Allcd  up  ftgnin  »nd  yet  itgitin. 

Tin  not  ])]aeed  hero  to  live  for  ouimlvcg  alone,  and  more 

owerfiilly  than  n«|tht  else,  if  it  tprin^  from  ike  htart,  and 

at  it*  binh  in  /e<ling,  will  a  kiii<l  nnd  gentle  manner  rivet 

[the  Iibk«  of  brothcrliood,  bid  us  fcol  wv  are  nil  cbildren  of  onr 

fenmmon  Father,  and  so  strengthen  our  luv«  in  Him,  and  for 

Mch  other. 

On  MB  more  OBpecittlly,  iJiens  and  jatilca  imaa.  omx,  oiru  land, 

I  maniivT,  iw  ttio  njimir  of  the  lK'art>  liicumbcnL    There  wa» 

■  time,  but  lnt<'ly  paKit-d  nvrny,  wlieii  to  purrorm  this  dutirwas 

Dpomble,  and  tbercfore  supptisvd  to  be  unnecessary,     When 

aed,  persecnted,  condemtiiMJ  as  the  vciy  scum  of  the  earth, 

A  and  reproached,  it  was  as  utterly  imposaible  for  ua  to 

Daoifwt  courtesy  and  kindness,  as  to  receive  them.     Hatred 

le^etB  hatred,  aa  soom  begeta  scorn,  more  eaiiefrially  when 

^neither  emotion  may  he  avowed.     What  did  the   cringiiig 

[BianneT.  the  abject  tone  of  the  persecuted,  tortured  Jew  eon- 

teeal  7    Was  it  marvel  it  Hbould  be  hatred  r\»  ittrong,  if  not 

Qger,  becatiite  utterly  jKiwerleM^  than  that  of  his  orvel,  bin 

KDni<»l  oppresaor  7    But  now  that  in  sumc  cidightencd  and 

Bed  realmH  these  fearful  timet)  are  past,  and  the  rixht  hand 

[of  fellow^itp  extended  to  us,  shall  tnu  exile  and  oppretsed 

I  to  meet  in  amity  and  confidence,  the  oons  of  tne  land 

I  gives  tliem  protection  and  home  7   We  were  commwided 

•_  kindnws  tg  *  *trftiigw;.  *■  to  one  bAra  junonirw  laT 

dcinea  pnvtiecu  is  nolooger'  oufl;  fbr  «B  Are  stmucn 

in  %  fltmnge  land  ;  ^et  may  wc  Htill  obey  the  ^nViV  of  the  utw, 

ud  in  the  cultivation  of  a  kindly  hcnrt,  and  DuuiirestotioD  of 

ftlciodly  feeling,  let  wa  remember  wc  have  not  only  an  t»- 

JMJual,  but  a  nttiontil  character  to  support — that  a  brief 

half  bonr't  intcroounM.^  with  a  stranser  is  endowed  with  power 

to  txalt  or  to  bnctr  the  cansc  of  istw^ ;   and  as  Rebekayg^ 

Jdndlycordialilte  was  bkssed  to  her,  by  making  her  the  wifo 

^if~l8Safrsn3-flo  revealin'gTo  lief  the  glorious  tidin::;-  >if  ,■»  Gci3 

of  love,  so  may  the  kliidfy  manner  of  the  youn^idii  d.ttigTiS^ 

oflsRtcI  bo  bleeEod  to  hor,  by  making  lier  the  unconscious 

iostrameot.  in  God's  hand,  to  exalt  Hia  holy  fnitti,  nnd  pnH, 

olum  nU  truth  in  the  heart  and  mind  of  th':-  Goiitili.i  aaiongst 


J 


TUB   WOMBS  or  ISRAXL. 

Yet,  Rcbeknh'ft  courtesy  to  the  stewwrd  deniODstTaUA  neilhw 

SMumntioa  nor  forwardnece  iiicompatible  viUi  h«r  age  or  Bex. 
p  finA  hfir.  direetly  ber  barothcr  Ij^iaiL.ooBiea,  forth,  retiring 
til  her  OWL  modrftt  --tation  m  tier  mother's  lent,  and  cUuning 
no  fiirt!\c;r  uuLico.     We  see,  therefore,  that  to  act^dniity. 

ih '     ii.it.  1 1^^  fiwaaflnj-  J' niir  fUni    hatuSr  Sphered       We 

lii_.  ]  1  (M  uoii<lbrV^  for  ojiport  unities  to  act  ae  RebctaK 
did;  iiaU  IJltfhTiT  ~t  iHIl  tuid  tliem  witliout  leaving  our' 
bouK:.  in  tlip  4ftnif^i^  ^"^  anpinl  iQtercour^  of  daily  life. 
Lt\l  U8  ])undcr  well  unou  these  thiui^'s.  and,  oa  daughters  of 
iKrftel.  make  it  our  glory  ajid  our  pride,  Jlo  do_oiir_  flireiulff*_ 
<jnty  "  with  nil  ^^r  MJght ;"  our  plenAure,  to  scatter  floweiB  on 
fEe  path  of  all  tntn  vnoin  we  may  be  turowii ;  and  dvelltng 
vitb  in«ek  and  loving  contimtment  to  our  a|i|iointed  Bpheres 
remember  Uiat  tlie  cavm  of  Israel  in  oui  own,  mid  it  ia  in  oar 
{•over  to  exalt  or  d^rade  it. 

For  twenty  yean,  the  lives  of  Rebekah  and  I»nac  appear  to 
have  pasMd  in  all  the  nuiet  felicity  of  di>mestio  love  aad 
peace.  Abroliani  wa«  Ktill  tiring,  happy  in  tlic  liap^nen  of 
Tii>  ton  Iitaa«  ;  for  to  his  other  sons  "  Alimham  gave  gifts,  and 
Kent  thuin  away  froin  Inac  bin  Kon,  while  he  yvt  lived,  «aBt- 
wuril  tinto  tlie  eoit  coontiy."  He  gave  tbein,  in  oil  ptraba- 
bility,  a  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  enoujih  t4)  n-cogniso  and 
woTwip  Hiiu ;  imt  in  Isoac,  Ahnduim  knew  was  the  promiccd 
seed,  and  llK-refoTe  1^  bim  wm  tlie  accd  ixitrinrch »  horn*. 
AnxiotiKly  he,  too,  mnrt  have  anticipate  the  birth  that  woold 

iiroliiiig  ]m  line,  hut  from  his  pvisonol  experience  in  "waiting 
or  the  Lonl,"  I'io  fcchn^'H  niiigt  bnve  been  lew  anxiotis  than 
tboee  of  Isaac.  In  tiitse  twenty  vuare,  we  bear  of  no  tem- 
poral disturbiuicc,  nor  diTine  iiitcTienMicc,  an  in  the  earlier  Ufe 
of  Ahrfibam  ;  but  that  »pintiia]  communing  with  the  Lord. 
and  iniiir(ivcnicn,t  in  knowlnlge  of  and  faith  in  llim,  in  do 
wiiyis  Kliu'kciK^  or  diminished,  we  ant  called  npoii  to  believe 
by  the  simple  fact  of  laoac  going  to  "  entreat  the  Lord  for  bis 
wife,"  and  the  instant  answer  to  hia  prayer.  Again  w<e  see 
-divino  interference,  not  what  is  called  natural  comet,  operating 
for  the  ftiHilnient  of  tlie  Ktcmal'a  piomise  of  a  chosen  seca. 
Jacob  the  father  of  the  tnelvp  tribes,  fnm  one  or  other  of 
whom  the  wandering  Hebrew  can  still  trace  descent,  and  claim 
the  promises  vouchsafed  onto  liis  fathers— Jacob,  even  as 
leaac.  was  the  chdd,  not  alune  of  piomiBe,  bnt  of  pRArBB. 
Those  twenty  years  saw  Rebekah  as  we  last  beheld  h^,  oelf 
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DMtnrad  in  the  gnew  of  womAnbood,  nod  to  gnfled  no  tho 
houM  of  Abraham,  u  like  bioi  to  worship  and  know  t\\tf  grvnt 
6m1  aloDo.  She  KmI  had,  ns  yet^  no  temptation  to  swerve  wiila 
from  tho  Btiuight  path  of  duty.  A  beloved  and  cherU)i<<d 
wife,  danghtcr  and  mistross.  her  life  Doased  byao  smoothly,  her 
nlf'cctioQ  so  devoted  to  oDe  lirst  ODJect,  and  thence  calioly 
c'loanatiog  on  all  under  her  influence,  that  she  was,  as  every 
other  woman  in  a  similar  poation  must  have  been,  still  entirely 
ignorant  of  the  shoaU  and  quickaands  in  her  heart,  whicti 
mkht  lead  to  sin,  and  end  in  sottdw. 

Tet,  her  Gist  action,  after  proof  wan  (civen  of  the  Eternal's 
graeious  answer  to  her  hasband's  prayer,  was  one  of  such  ofaild- 
uke  ajnipte  confidence  in  the  power  and  wisdom  of  the  Lord  to 
answer  all  of  doubt  and  fear,  that  to  reconcile  her  conduct 
afterwards  beoomei  more  diificnlt.  Unusual  and  incompre- 
hensible RufTeriDg,  so  oppressed  her,  ajt  to  raijte  a  doubt  of  the 
promise  beins  then  about  to  be  fulfilled.  "  If  it  bo  so,"  she 
thought,  "  wTiy  am  I  thu.i  t" — anil  without  pau*e  or  hesitation, 
*«ut  directly  "to  enquire  of  the  Lord."  She  luked  no  ad- 
vici>,  demsoded  no  human  aiil ;  but,  in  hcnrtfielt  pra)^!^— for  in 
pniyer  only  fiouU)  she  bo  enquire — laid  before  Him  her  every 
tiiiotion,  and  from  Him  implored  reply.  Wc  would  htunbly_ 
a»k  th'Kw,  if  iitdtTd  there  cnu  be  such,  who  deny  to  woumu  a» 
imiaortttt  eonl,  n-Hise  hrr  the  blessed  privilege  and  secret  oom- 
inMUc  with  liL,  I  I  '1  believe  tnan's  prayer  alone  omnipo- 
tent, how  they  ■■'■ij'Sid  lu'.crptet  this  very  simple  ooiratioa  ? 
They  may  assert,  as  I  believe  some  eommentatora  do,  that  it 
was  tlirougb  Abraham  sbo  enquired  of  the  Lord,  and  received 
reitty — but.  as  we  liave  no  warrant  wliatever  in  Scripture,  by 
direct  word  or  implied  inference,  to  confirm  this  ai»ertion,  we 
nnst  reject  it  oltoj^ether.  The  Ioiik  yearn  which  Kebekali  liad 
puled  in  the  household  of  Abraham,  had  not  flown  by  110- 
itRsd,  and  Kpiritiially  unimnroved.  She  had  seen  the  Qrcat 
ftod  Inrisible  Beiux  acknowledged  and  adored.  She  had  been 
taught  by  ezompTe;  and  we  may  be  scriptuniUy  certatn, 
ttutagh  tlie  fact  iuclt  is  not  mentioned,  byprecept  also.  The 
natural  impulse  of  humanity,  under  oil  dimcuUies  and  sulTcx- 
ing.  is  to  pray — and,  in  the  beautiful  simplicity  of  the  patri- 
archal ogos,  no  artificial  coldness,  no  appalling  scepticism,  no 
disheartening  doubt,  could  have  crowded  round  tier,  whiHi>oring 
that  the  prayer  was  vain,  that  the  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth 
was  a  Being  too  far  removed  from  woman's  petty  griefs  to  listen 
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tad  give  reply.  In  the  aJniple  trusti&g  canfideooe  of  a  child, 
abe  uu^t  Uie  Parent  whose  love  was  O[nui|>ot«nt  not  only  to 
undrntaiMt  the  doubt  and  pain,  but  to  give  relief — and  her 
ooa&denoe  vas  answered.  How  that  gracious  aiuwer  wa» 
TOUditafed,  whether  through  Abratiani,  or  directly  to  henwlf  in, 
I  belien,  an  argument — but  Scripture  bids  us  believe,  without 
heaibttion,  the  latter — "  And  the  Lord  aaid  unto  A«r,"  oImt 
•implo  word^  buushins  at  onoe  &U  neoMnl?  for  uediatioo. 
uthor  of  nuui  or  tami ;  words  almost  impoanbl^  even  wilfully 
to  bo  misandereUt'M.  The  Aow  she  received  this  uawtt'— 
whvlhac  through  tJw  metUutn  of  the  ear,  or  bj  an  iraprctnoo 
OD  tha  mind— WD  bo  of  tery  little  consequence ;  and  is  ooe  of 
those  c*vtlU&g  enqutri«8^  which  we  could  wUh  banished,  en 
foriiiod  into  wi>rd» ;  tandiiiK  '^  t.hey  do  to  fill  u|i  IIki  mind 
with  vain  and  idle  sueouUtioua,  iiwtead  of  the  pure  simple 
tnitiu  uf  Scripture.  It  is  enough,  and  a  meat  bleoaed  enough 
for  us,  thiit  tlie  "  LoM  ^d  unto  her,"the  direct  answer  to  ate 
enqairing  prayer.  The  words^ge^myaterions — that  jtbe  wi» 
(droady  the  mother  of  two  oiipt^flriiinltt'ii^  B&i  oT'tflUim 
nhfiulJ  bo  stronger  than  the  other— lid  tM  "Btfltt  tt^lHJ 
serve  the  younger."  Tet,  myBterious  aa  tbay  nmt  jave  beco, 
Tilicy  came  from  Che  LordT    His  bad 


explMU  the  cause  of  her  unusual  Bufferings — and  Rebekah  was 
Mtulicd ;  fi^r  we  find  not  another  word  from  her,  of  either 
woiideniietit  or  cumplaiul. 

And  0  what  a  blir^rraetl  iucentive  have  we  from  titia  simple 
narratirc,  in  all  »ur  grii^fA  ami  aufferingi,  bodily  or  mental,  to 
eituuire  of  Uie  L»ttl — to  cuuie  to  him  aa  our  ancestreaa,  in 
guu^Ma  bith,  and  simple  minded  i>rayer.  He  is  our  God  as 
Re  WM  hen — ^yea,  ours— exiles,  waudereis — wohbh  as  ne  are 
— and  who,  with  the  holy  Word  of  God  within  his  hand,  Mball 
dare  to  rvfuM  to  us,  ad  women,  aa  Israelitish  women,  the 
power,  the  purity,  the  privilege  of  payer!  Who  shall  dare 
asicrt  that  we  are  powerl^a  to  pr^y,  or  need  tlie  mediation  of 
man,  to  bear  up  our  petitions  to  the  throne  of  gr&ce  ?  Mothers^ 
wives,  daughters  of  Israel,  you  alone  must  prove  the  utter 
falsity  of  tnia  charge  I  Before  the  Ian,  under  the  law,  during 
the  captivity  we  ^lall  still  find  the  Hebrew  woman  seeking  her 
God  in  prayer ;  and  recelvitig  from  Him  direct  reply.  0  shall 
we  not  thus  prove,  that  we  have  a  soul  immortal  aa  that  of  man 
— that  the  very  breath  of  our  being,  the  light  of  out 
path,  the  support  of  sttength,  is  prayer — Chat  prayer  which 


ags  m  iaWj,  naj  honriy,  in  commune  irith  a  lovinj;  P&ther, 
vhose  t«nder  Kfiniwthy  i»  endlott  w  His  love.  Let  us  prove 
irc  atei  Dot  Chnrtunity  either  to  tescb,  or  direct  us  hnw  to  pray 
— Init,  turning  to  th«  blessed  pages  of  our  oirn  Bible,  make 
BUiaitimt,  tliat  to  look  farther  u  not  noeded  :  that  there  we 
bave  indeed  sufficient  for  eDcoongemeDt  and  Bope ;  for  confi- 
dence and  futh.  As  Rcbekali  prayed,  so  too  may  we  ;  aitd  as 
our  Father  answered  her,  bo  irill  lie  ua.  Not  iiidteii,  with 
word  direct,  but  with  that  blewod  calm  and  hope,  and  laith, 
wbiefa  prayer  odIt  can  bwtow ;  and  with  that  heavenly 
patieDce,  which  will  enable  us  to  "  wait  for  the  Lord,"  in  tl» 
nrai  belief  that  whatever  He  may  will  is  beet.  It  is  worthy  of 
lemaik,  that  Hebekah  is  the  fint  recorded  tnebanee  of  woman's 
immediate  appeal  to  God,  and  the  cou descending  reply. 

^t  the  apporotfld  time,  lyum  mA  Tti-)>i.l;ah  became  Pat^ta 
of  twin  SODS,  who  grew  nnrf  '"         "     "         '  ' 
JiIivliI  lx  c  outran  [I',    ■  "  ■■;-p( 

lij,\i:      I  .,)M'ir.-i.l    ■-((■■,       g 

■ol  I  '     1 1  teTIigiLIc,  atleast  l<i  fiMit  mot 

cwou;.  ..■.ri.,:,  ui"  the  Lord.  But  yet  tLit.-«;  wur^do 
not  apiiear  to  me  soSicieut  for  Bebekah  always  to  have  rvK^ed 
Jacob  as  ibe  promised  seed.  The  promiae,  or  rather  exptana- 
tioD,  given  in  answer  to  her  prayer  was  simpty,  "  the  oue 
people  ahalJ  be  stroneer  than  the  other,  and  the  elder  shall 
•erve  the  younger."  Not  aa  was  the  case  with  Abrabau,  when 
th«  noniiaed  aeed  was  aiiecitically  named.  And  in  the  very  next 
revwation  whiiA  waa  vouchsafed  to  Isaac,  a  few  years  after* 
ward*,  we  read, "  Sojimm  in  this  land,  and  I  will  be  with  tbe^ 
and  will  Weaa  thee ;  for  unto  tiiee.  and  unto  thy  tted  will  I 

fve  all  tbcHe  countries,  and  I  will  [wrfomi  the  oath  which 
•wore  uDto  Abraham  thy  father.  Aod  I  will  make  thy  seed 
to  multiply  as  the  stars  of  heaven,  and  will  give  unto  lAy  ited 
all  the  countries  :  and  in  My  tetd  shall  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth  be  bleaaed  ; '  aud  again,  the  last  verse  of  this  same  ucvii. 
ehapler — the  Lord  appeared  unto  kim  the  same  night,  and 
aaicC  "  1  am  the  God  of  Abraham,  thy  father  ;  fear  not,  for  I 
tu  vitJi  tlice,  and  will  bless  thee,  aud  multiply  thj/  tMd  tot 
IBT  sorvatit  Abraham's  sake." 

The  Eternal  expieesly  says  "  tiiy  seed."  Isaac  might  tw 
}ttatifiod  iu  jtuppoaing  that  both  bia  sons  were  coocenied  in  (Im 
pnnnisca,  untu  ssau  a  reckless  disttvfard  of  his  birthright,  and 
3ther  spiritual  bUuings,  in  addition  to  bis  ioteruiarrjiug  with 
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tbe  •UugDten  of  Cmimii.  uiut  have  eooTiDord  hn  btW,  4rt 
tiu'  hioi  could  «prin£  the  chonB  seed    The  nrcbttOB 

ti  <    elder  abould   mm  the  jtmagei,"   mutt   lune 

MKUftti^iifJ  KeUikati  toaoj  mental  enqniiioii  but  e*mi  if  dm 
Lenalf  Mippiuead  tbnt  Jwob  ww  the  destiiwd  mborilar  ti 
AbniluMo '«  UDc,  it  c>  «ri<l«Dt  iha  ^  did  not  iii^ut  it  to  hir 
kiuUiMl, 

Imac'ii  luvr  for  tbi-  leckhss  aad  «ble  hnnter,  &aa.  is  ow  rf 
eiiuw  ouiilndiittioae  of  the  beait.  unaooanntaide  indeed,  bat 
«iqr  ufu<4i  fuuitd.  Hv  loved  finn  bMt,  beaenae  in  enqr 
MpMt  l»  VIM  ouuipletelr  hie  of^iaRtc.     Inac  «u  OMHb 

mrr' fkitliful,  iiuotV  aad  coDtontedly  dvellins  ta  < 

qiut,  luuviiijt  llwDue  vmy  at  tlw  ooomumd  of  tWe  Lord; 
Drtili  tlui  U)iii|i>iriJ  bleauDgs  around  him ;  and  the  i. 
|i|>  ...ii.^-i.  .>(  '■'••lUMc.  Esau  vas  bold,  eDtcrprKUDX,  erartDvnig 
iv«  punoit;  beedinf  ooogfat  but  ihepcciatt; 
.  ..'>UM  aud  home  tiee ;  rode  aod  roagh,  y«t,  «^fli 
u^y  and  vanalj  affectioDat«  to  hii  aged  fathae. 

\  UILM 

leotL* 
history  does  not  ■ay_  wfcy 

ufifijre  iwimitted  to  infer,  that  it  «ai  nmpljr 
k>  wi»i«)«ii'»  riitton^  to  lyve  *'""  I"*"*  "^iii  jil  llilff 
1.1  f#llitr.  Bill  HcWkivb't  laTonnium,  as  w«  dM~ 
wu  »i  tlw  wjiirl,  wju  Htroufiar  and  mor«  culpable  than  that  of 
I*u4i:.  All  tiit'li  niiiirtioiu  nrt  atfODgor  in  woman'B  heart  tbw 
fu  m-'-'  Niixi  H'itit  tho  fanner,  fieling  u  tbe  most  poww> 

fill,  u I  I    iii<i  littuir  rvnMN.     Pnrtiidity  nutt  alwajn  oocar 

■liMl  i linl  uii>ru  iniTtinularly  in  apiTtut;  for  do  taA 

denMii^'iii  i<  '>imtnil  mill  fi'dinfc,  more  complete  0Aa<iacrt  of 
Mf|  lliun  ilint  of  jMrdntJil  nll^tyitiiin.  The  ditpontioue,  tin 
(ihamuliiiit  of  iliu  ilivun  inoiutH'ni  of  nw  fiunily  fere  so  vatied, 
LitHi  il  in  iiii|iiiiMil>)i>  III  giiitio  all  by  ono  and  the  nne  truning. 
All  iiii|utrii«l  lutiiltur  will  know  evory  light  end  nbadow  of 
erory  ili><i>i>Hitiiiii,  iiikI  ^iiido  and  act  oocordingly.  A  putial 
molWr  »eM  but  lh«  viitura  aitd  qunlitips  of  on*,  ana  fron 
wniil  of  nyiiiiathy  iind  pM|>fT  n)nnne<.-inoDt  of  the  other  in 
ritrty  yuiin,  iiirvktu.  him  in  ivality,  all  thnt  she  believ«d  him. 
JutMb  WM  >l»ni(uti(T,  hooanw  a  uKitlior's  doling  lore  made  hit 
honiii  iiin'  i>f  rnioynMnt.  and  adminUtcrad  to  erery  want. 

It  wiLi  Ditt  tin  afkvr  Sarah'a  duath  that  Imm  even  sousht » 
tife,  and  not  till  \w  vras  ]arl«d  from  his  mother  that  Jacob 


<u^y  ana  vanoiy  anecnoDaw  lo  n»  agea  n 
l'>riyl  liim  better  than  his  yoongcr  eon,  who, 
t.  "  wiv  «  yHua  or  tt))Tight  man,  dwefiing  in  U 
I   !i,ittij  /aoub.    fiamd  history  does  not  ny 


Th  Ml  cniirincinK  of  the  8ti«ngtli,  the  benntj-,  the 

Vt  tlie  luv<i  wliiob  in  tliuM  antfjia  ages  anitL-J  the 

mother  and  the  md. 

To  thau  thu  aoothiiif;  mkI  blt»»cl  Iota  wag  not  giren  fijL^ 
WIW  to  .lail-nh,  M^^yftya  ^^httBty  and  inmnRiilarntf  fnjarrmgp 
.  Uiu  (Utoghtere  of  toe  llittito  «u  &  imcf  of  miud  in  laaao 
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>nd  RvbcluL,  tlio  Uttor's  m-^Icct  might  luivo  haea  m  put 
lutfr  ciiutio.  Esnti  liiuT  do  li'indly  woman's  Ueait  lu  tarn  to, 
tS  bis  broilitr,  yet  we  havr  proof  that  hia  affrctioDs  ««re 
irbng — perchance,  from  his  ruiler  cliaract^r,  yet  otroitger — 
the  vcij  wam  rf  ft'ni.ilo  Iiivo  at  home  nii^ht  have  tirat 
him  to  .-:  T:  if  fr  i[]i  <.],'.  irauger.  Oh  it  is  sad  vheo 
'tiality,  aiiJ  iir  :  ikohji.l.i'.,  [njn-tice, obtains  eutr&nee  into 
mother'a  heart,  it  ^teak  in  so  silently,  so  di^iiisecUy,  that 
unless  evozy  avenue  be  guardei),  it.4  atlvanceii  ard  utterly  iin- 
kDOvn,  till  it  bos  gained  \»'.t'  ti;  rh  i.r.il  ^uii^tauoe  whioh  hold 
uobained.  Mere  human  Um.  >>:iLi,i|i<.iiiit  us  ia  a  mothor'a 
brcKt  it  is,  is  not  luffioieDt  tw  guarU  lu  from  luch  wuak- 
xtee* — no,  dot  fonner  strength  and  stability  of  ohanvctvr. 
Rcb<'lcah  had  all  this,  and  ^et  as  a  mother  »ae  foil.  It  can 
.ouly  b«  that  doae  communiDg  with  tlio  uoivortal  Father,  who 
'ino  knowH  and  feels  every  secret  throbbi»K  of  a  motlier'a 
art,  and  from  whoso  hand  alone  can  como  the  streDgth,  not 
only  to  ffuiiU  aright  lier  treasures,  hut  to  /eel  aright  herself, 
^nrin^  the  growth  of  his  Hons,  I^iac's  temporal  riches  were 
'itiy  tocreased.  Abraham's  death  did  not  take  place  till 
gracdsoDS  were  fifteen.  lie  who  liad  believed  it  next  to 
inpouiblfl  in  his  old  age  to  have  a  son,  lived  not  only  to  bleaa 
hU  ton,  but  his  son's  seod.  A  famine  liad  sent  Isaac  and  his 
fiunilf,  by  direction  of  the  Eternal,  to  Geiar,  and  there  he 
dwelt,  until  he  became  so  rich  and  great,  that  the  "  PliillitiiMS 
•OTied  him ; "  and  th~>T  king,  Alunielecb,  said  unUi  liim, 
"D^iart  fioDi  na^  foe  thou  art  much  mightier  tJiaii  we."  And 
hfl  did  to,  and  after  some  wanderings,  fixed  his  t«ut  at  Bei-r- 
aheba ;  and  there  again  thi<  Lord  a}>peared  unto  him,  bidding 
him  "  fear  not,  for  lie  wait  with  huo.'*  Beersheha,  tiiurefuns, 
ap[>eaffi  to  have  been  the  m:ene  of  all  tho  domeetio  erenta 
which  followed — ^u  HL-lling  his  unvalued  lurtbright — ^hia 
■abeequent  maniagc — tho  vexations  Uience  proceeding  to 
Iiaac  and  Kcbcluh — and  thoav  bodily  infinniticH  of  the  former, 
whidi  occasioiwd  his  ouuotu  dutire  to  "  blest  his  son  before 
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her,  wmd;  koA  mistflkoiily  ;  for  IiiwI  lie  rtsisteiJ,  luid  he  8ul>- 
miaurel}',  jet  firmly  brmil  her  momuntAry  wratli,  tlw  evil 
temptAtion  rnnat  huve  bvuu  subdued,  utd  the  mother  sartMl  bj 
the  unwnipulon*  honesty  of  the  mod. 

But  thin  wiu  not  to  be.  To  make  manifest  His  ways,  that 
sufTcring  matt  Attend  deceit,  hoircrcr  for  the  moment  it  may 
•com  to  siiceeetl,  the  GtcrnaJ  permitted  the  plans  of  Gut«  form- 
ing uninterruptedly  to  proceed,  working  out  indeed  His  will 
through  them,  tnit  putiisliing  even  in  success.  The  kid  wu 
procnrcd  and  dreasod — tlie  vei^'  hands  and  neck  of  Jacob  di»- 
guiaed,  leat  their  emoottinees  shonld  betray  him ;  and  thus 
sttand  by  a  mother  to  decedre.  he  approached  the  bed-eide  of 
hia  blind  father.  How  fearfully  mti^t  the  heart  of  Bebekah 
hare  throbbed  at  every  word  uttered  by  her  husband  and  son. 
How  terrified  at  the  words  of  the  unsii  spec  tins,  yet  half 
donbtin^  Itmoc  "  Come  near,  I  pray  thee,  that  I  may  feel 
thee,  my  son,  whether  thou  be  my  very  mn  iWu  or  not."  And 
Jacob  went  near  unto  Immc  his  f&thcr,  and  he  felt  him,  and 
•aid,  "  The  voice  is  Jacob's  voice,  but  the  hiunlit  arc  tlie  hnncb 
of  Ebau."  And,  again,  m  doubting  still,  he  oAb,  "  Art  Uiou 
my  toy  son  Esau  t  and  Jacob  answered,  I  lun."  The  inipired 
historian  might  iiot  interrupt  his  brief,  yet  how  deeply  im- 
prairivc  detail,  to  dilate  on  a  woman's  fcclines;  yet  wc,  her 
dceomdaDts,  arc  surety  justified  in  judging  for  o.  moment  of 
Bebelah's  emotions  dunng  this  interricw,  by  wliat  our  own 
wonid  be.  She  could  have  had  no  support,  no  sta-y,  for  de 
had  wilfully  banished  tuutu,  and  how,  then,  might  she  rBATi 
Her  vhote  heart  and  mind  must  have  been  troubled  and  tossed 
I7  every  trifling  word;  disooTeiy,  and  shame,  perhaps  the 
very  )osa  or  estrangement  of  her  husband's  lore,  were  as  likely 
as  the  longed  for  succeM.  How  often,  during  that  interim, 
must  she  bare  longed  once  more  to  tread  the  path  of  truth, 
for  K«l>ekah  wu  a  mcr?  novice  in  deceit.  Her  nature,  a-i  we 
have  seen,  vim  guitclua  and  0{>cn  u  the  day ;  the  mete 
temptation  of  the  moment,  and  its  consequent  anxioos  and 
im^ling  fceJings,  could  not  have  so  cliungt-d  that  nature,  as 
to  make  ner  an  nnmovcd  witness  of  that  which  followed — the 
VC17  falsehood  repented  and  lo^dstcd  upon  by  those  lips  which 
ehe  hnd  taught  from  infancy  to  lisp  forth  truth.  But  when 
the  bicwsing  was  obtained,  when  she  saw  her  plan  hod  in  truth 
succeeded,  we  may  suppose,  judging  still  by  human  nature, 
that  these  agonising  uoubts  and  fears  were  for  the  moment 
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calmed  in  the  triumpli  of  success — conscience  ma  linelied 
again,  in  tb«  thought  that  slie  had  oompassed  br  stntagem 
tliat  which  Bbe  beu?ved  impassible  to  have  been  obUined  elae 
— that  it  mnat  have  been  right  and  good  so  to  have  acted,  or 
it  would  not  have  been  permitted  to  succeed.  Alas!  how 
often  da  ve  so  deceive  ouraelveai  Could  we  but  glance  a 
little,  a  very  little,  further  on,  ne  should  know,  and  feel  (how 
bitterlj' !)  Inat  the  very  deceit  wo  believed  imioceiit,  because 
it  brought  iiuccess,  iia&  becu  our  first  step  in  the  paths  of  w<m^ 

And  80  it  was  with  Kebekah,  thou/^h  as  yet  she  knew  it  not. 
Her  feelings  of  triunaph  omld  not,  however,  have  lasted  long: 
"  And  it  come  to  p»s.i,  as  HOim  as  Isaac  had  luade  an  end  of 
blessing  JfLCoh,  and  Jacub  was  yet  scarce  Kone  out  from  tbo 
prcMDce  of  his  father,  that  Eaau,  bis  brother,  came  in  from 
nunUog ; "  and  that  intcrriew  followed,  wfaiob,  for  simple  nod 
tfluohina  pathoit,  is  not  mrpaned  by  any  iucidvut  in  the  Bibl«. 

Bebekah  wa^  a  partial,  but  not  a  w«ik  or  unkind  mother. 
She  luved  Jacob  butter  than  his  brother,  but  Esiiu  was  stlU  her 
■on,  her  ttret-born,  and  0  how  painfiilljr  must  her  heart  Ilsvo 

Seetmed  towards  him,  wlicn  she  ticurd  his  "great  and  exceeding 
ittw  cry  I " — "  Hast  thou  but  one  blessing,  my  father  (  bless 
me,  eTen  me  also,  0  my  father.  And  Esau  lifted  up  his  voice 
and  wept."  Esau,  the  rude,  the  careless  hunter,  who  had 
seemed  to  care  for  noucht  but  his  own  pleasures ;  the  cfaas^ 
the  field,  the  wild  I  lie  bowed  down  by  his  blind  father  like 
an  infant  and  wept;  beseeching  the  blessing,  of  which  a 
mother's  and  a  brother's  subtlety  had  deprived  liim.  Could 
Bebekah  have  been  a  witues^  or  even  hearer  of  this  sceQ& 
without  h«ing  all  the  tnumi>li  of  success,  in  sympathy  witb 
the  anguish  of  her  fiist-bom  <  It  i.i  impossible  to  uonder  oo 
ker  previouB  character,  withont  being  convinced  oi  this.  Ik' 
is  not  from  one  act,  one  unresisted  temptation,  that  we  ooght 
to  ]>ronounce  jud^ent  on  a  fellow-cicaturo :  yet  from  our 
unhappy  proneuess  to  condemn,  we  generally  do  sa  The 
character  of  Rebek&h  is  thus  too  often  supposed  to  be  evil 
alone,  and  her  unfortunate  deception  in  favour  of  her  best 
beloved  sou  is  the  only  port  of  her  life  brought  strongly 
furwani ;  vrhereas,  if  we  look  and  think  on  all  that  sacri'd 
hi.itury  has  Koorded  of  her,  that  there  is  also  perfect  silence 
as  to  any  other  faolt  (which,  had  she  committed,  wo  may  be 
rare  would  haTe  been  told  for  our  waraiug) — it  becomes  ort- 
deot  that  this  guilty  action  proceeded,  not  from  /orttkou^kt, 
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which  Ronld  han  mamfcst^d  a  natarallf  evil  (li«i»«itton,  but 
from  impaUe;  th«  thought,  tlie  tenibtatioD  of  a  turnnent, 
OTerbalaiii'inj;  by  its  force  the  rectitude  of  jrean.  A«  fore- 
thonebt,  ve  mn^  ceDdemD  both  the  sin  and  the  wtin«r.  Aa 
~  apuW,  we  mmt  abhor  the  sin — bat  ouly  grief  and  trvmblin^ 
the  weakness  of  ham&Q  nature  roust  attend  our  ruUcctioiia 
the  ainner.  Nor  are  we  justified  in  denj'ing  hex  those 
oUoDs  of  grief  and  doubt^  wltich  must  have  tucc«odod  the 
ligmpliant  succsa  of  htr  momentiLrily  ftirmcd  plan. 

Bat  self-accusation  ww  not  to  be  her  only  punuhmcnt.  Did 
he  bl«»ed  wuni  i>f  the  All-Just  relnto  tin;  (feccptioD  olono,  W8 
light  vvll  h<-Aitiit0  tt)  itlTirrn  that  lii-r  conscience  brought 
oh.  oikI  bvlitvc  thnt  tbc  deed  nmt  not  lui  guilty  bs  it 
But  We  are  out  thus  left  to  our  onn  iniogioatiooeL 
Vb/t  events  which  followed,  ho  prove,  without  doubt  or  question, 
the  displcaMire  of  tlio  Etemul  against  the  deed,  that  we  can 
have  no  hesitation  whatever  in  believing  that  conscience,  **  the 
kneel  of  the  Lord,"  was  busy  within  her,  ere  the  bolt  of  jnstico 

"  And  Esan  hated  Jacob,  becaiue  of  the  bleanng  wherewith 
his  father  blea§cd  him.  And  Eaau  said  in  hU  heart,  The  day* 
of  mourning  for  my  father  are  at  hand  ;  then  will  I  itlay  my 
brother  Jacob.  And  these  words  of  litau  her  elder  son  wcrs 
told  to  RebekaL"  What  fearful  tidings  for  n  aotbor  I  How 
must  her  tliought  have  returrx^d,  with  agonising  forebodings, 
to  the  Jirtt  dMlh  which  ni.trred  this  buniitiful  world.  Had 
not  that  \ki:i\  fratricidf.  itnd  for  envy,  the  Bainc  feeling  which 
LOW  acliiati.-<l  Esau  I  And  was  not  ehc,  as  Eve  had  be«D,  the 
csBse  T  Still  nearer  cause ;  for  ehc  it  was,  who,  bf  IcAding 
Jacob  to  deceive,  bad  armed  a  brothcr'a  hand  against  him. 
How  Emu's  intentions  ooutd  have  been  rtvealed  to  her  when 
the  sacred  historian  cxpieadjr  tdls  us  that  Esau  but  spake 
them  in  kit  heart,  must  remun  unsolved,  unless,  as  appears 
most  probabl«,  it  was  Bebekah's  own  feare  which  betrayed 
them  ;  confirmed  by  the  manner  of  Esau  towards  his  brother. 
Mid  by  her  own  knowledge  of  his  character.  His  strong  love 
for  bis  father,  which  to  me  is  the  redeeming  beauty  of  Esau's 
character,  might  rcicitTain  him  awhile — but  were  the  death 
which  Isaac  himself  nnpeared  to  anticipate,  speedily  to  take 
place,  the  mother's  forehodiu^  well  iuiagmed  that  the  hanghty 
uan  would  tiuver  .<ntbiiiit  to  bow  to  hi^  brother,  and  call  him 
heir.     Painfully  she  must  have  felt,  that  not  for  her  would 


me  womx  or  lauXL. 


Ewu  nstraio  bU  purpose,  though  the  vildmt  eboIUtioB  of  ha 
DMUnl  anger  vae  subdued  by  the  deep  loriBg  renmim  h* 
bon  bia  fkuwr.  Mifbt  not  »he  too  have  diuaed  that  iim, 
had  A»  laviBhed  on  tus  jrouthfal  years  tbe  sine  afisctino  dh« 
had  gma  to  hia  bn>th«r  t  Was  it  not  ber  on  bait,  that  id 
thit  vild  viiih  for  Teoiceance,  th«  de«th  of  the  offender,  be 
thoaght  n<>l  »{ tlie  Huffering,  which  such  a  deed  would  inJStet 
OB  her }  Tbiit  tuch  tliouf^U  w«t«  aaoeudanl,  &od  the  Toioe  of 
MtlT-rvproacli,  more  loud  aad  thriUini;  tluin  tuy  anger  against 
Buu  Kir  his  fetrful  dcxign,  it  proved  by  h«r  council  to  Jacob — 
wbon,  citlliiiK  htm  to  ti<.-r,  she  tuviil,  "  Bettold  thy  brother  Eaan, 
w  touching  tboc,  doth  comfort  himself,  ptuposng  to  kill  tbee. 
Now,  therefore,  my  son,  obey  my  votoo  and  aiiae,  and  flea 
tbuu  to  my  bn>t)ier  Laban.  in  ilaraa.  And  tarry  with  him  a 
f<)w  days,  until  thy  brother's  fary  turn  awity,  and  be  ftwgat 
that  whi<^  Umu  hut  done  to  him  ;  them  I  wiU  send,  and  Csuli 
the*  from  thenca.  Why  should  I  alao  be  deprived  of  yon  bodi 
in  nn«  day  f 

'Viitn  u  not  one  word  of  invecUve  against  Gsao.  If  dN 
fftiU  nippmwd  that  ber  act  waa  jniitified,  inasmuch  as  it 
•Mmod  to  AiTilwr  tbt  deaigna  of  tbe  Eternal.  Btau's  iuteuliou 
to  slay  hia  h^>lhl■T  nioit  ui«  aeemod  too  sbAU,  too  boiribls, 
to  be  yamaeA  niiliiiut  kudo  comment  entber  of  anger  or  ftar. 
But  far  otherwiae  is  tbe  spirit  of  her  woids.  Iwy  breatlw 
but  a  atotbor's  anxtooa  tgooj — *  ooiisciousn««  thai  Eaaa'a 
M  nuh  WM  but  t.>o  jnat  Jaooo  bad  no  defeneo  to  piMd,  and 
^  >  avMt  the  thmtiMMd  wntb.  Nodung  oonld  aave  hin  bat 
fti^t.t)lltb*b»rtr  but  BOt  plaoaUe  Bwi  waa  amMied ;  tad 
from  JLrtipa  tbe  ttaodattorosdle  wait  forth— "  Wby  AoaU 
1  abo  b«  deiwiTwl  of  y<ra  botb  in  one  daT  r  How  albctb^ 
do  tbow  tttttpla  v«c<ck  halny,  aot  akoe  the  love  she  ben  M 
hmk  bar  anna,  but  that  ber  tboo^ta  t«iMd  to  tbe  UatocT  a( 
tbajorti  faribodi*^  Eve's  awfhl  trial  for  beamtf:  n»n  fa  bo 
^MafcMB  enilaim.  t<at  in  tboaa  briif  wwH  «bat  a  Toluma 


of  ««autt  da^Mt  Ming  ia  wwaM  I 

Btt  real  amNMM  bntes  tbM  Wid  TCM  to  Jaoob.  Rebelab 
WW  botM  aUt  to  oaMnT&m  bafti*  b«  bvbaMi ;  and  aha 
■ad  mm  hoK.*!  aM  www  tf  w  ISb.  IwwMe  of  ^ 
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tbe  grief  of  the  inSno  Isaac,  by  n  oarratioD  of  Esau's  evil 
inUntioba  towards  Im  brwthcr— when  E«hi  himself  had  cim- 
trdled  hia  fieree  pueion  for  his  father's  sake.  Nor  could 
Rebekoh's  eoafeEsion  of  bu  fault,  now  in  any  way  redeem  it. 
lb  woold  but  have  excited  against  her  the  auf^  of  her 
huabBod,  as  beiog  the  primary  cause  of  the  disBenaioos  between 
tuB  WMtt — and  have  occajiioQed  him  increased  affliction.  It  was 
in  this  iiutance,  wiser  and  better  to  hide  ^om  Isaac  tbe  aad 
eanse  of  Jacob's  departure  ;  aud  urue  him  to  do  that  for  iu 
wn  of  uromise.  which  Abraham  hiul  done  for  him ;  and  the 
notlwrs  fearful  anxiety  was  calmed  by  the  paternal  command, 
«oapled  with  a  reiterated  bles^itiff,  fur  her  youni^er  ton  "  to  go 
to  Podao-Aram,  tbe  house  of  Bethuel,  thy  mother's  father, 
and  take  th(«  a  wife  from  one  of  the  dauglii^rs  of  Labao,  thy 
mother's  brother.*    "  And  Isoao  sent  away  Jacob." 

And  thus  wiw  the  mother  parted  from  lior  son,  for  whose 
beloved  sake  she  had  been  tempted  to  turn  aside  from  the 
straight  lino  of  probity  and  truth  which  in  such  guUeleesncs 
and  Dcauty  she  had  trodden  so  changelcsaly  before.  And  is 
it  not  ever  thus  ?  When  we  once  ttim  from  one  straight  patJi, 
can  we  say,  tbos  far  shall  we  go  and  do  farther  ?  C^n  we  set 
a  boundary  to  the  roshing  flood  of  pain  and  sorrow  which,  when 
we  have  removed  the  harrier  of  truth,  obtains  dominion, 
dashing  our  fiurest  dreams  to  earth,  aud  briuL'iag  miaeiv  in 
the  very  garments  of  success '.  Aud  well  i^  it  fi)r  these  WDom 
the  Loni  so  graciously  compssNonates  u  to  ntveal  these  &tal 
eompantons  of  deception  ere  it  be  too  late,  and  tlie  charmed 
path  be  trodden  till  th«re  is  no  tuminu  back. 

Who  can  pvriue  the  history  of  Rebekali,  and  yet  beHeve 
aho  was  not  punished  for  her  sin  ?  Wluiefore  had  she  pnrsued 
each  fatal  measaics  for  the  obtaining  of  the  blessing  for  her 
favourite  Jacob,  save  to  keep  him  for  ever  by  her  nde,  oven 
as  Isaac  had  never  qnitt«d  tiie  tents  of  his  father  ?  As  a 
yougerEon,  bis  lot  would  in  all  probabilitv  have  been  to  seek 
his  ovn  fortune.  As  the  inheritor  of  the  olessings  vouchsafed 
to  Abraham,  there  could  be  no  need  for  him  to  leave  her :  and 
what  was  the  issue  I  Banishment  from  his  mother's  home,  or 
exposure  to  his  brother's  wrath — the  sword  of  vengeance  ever 
h»"Hr'"C  Above  his  head.  Was  this  nothing  to  a  fond  mother's 
haart?  Let  a  narent  ponder  for  one  moment  on  the  idea  of 
one  beloved  cliild  falling  by  the  hand  of  another,  and  his  heart 
WiJU  dve  Uie  answer.  Parting  itself  was  preferable  to  suclt 
ever  dread,  yet  what  agony  must  have  been  that  porting  t 
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Not  then,  u  now,  might  tlio  tbMOt  me  be  uaited  bj  mxxiaai 
IntiiJIigcnoo.  NottlKT  post  nor  tnToller  puwd  betwteo  Be«t- 
■li*b*  iwd  t'ttdui-Amta.  LunfwwrrvuUsoroounUTBlretcbed 
WtwflM),  and  Uwufh  Bebebli'B  oommHit<l  was,  "  'IVrry  thtn  ft 
Aw  <&**■.*  lb*  kn*w  it  mutt  be  bng  moot li»  «re  thcf  ratt  ftgUD. 
I^or  wiii  the  TU1W  thaojbt  of  tlie  hoar  of  mectdn^  cvi-r  leesen 
lh»  fkm  of  uutUK-  It  is  th«  paa^  itself  which  is  fpU>  th« 
Wkiu  tnvmia  (v*  thtbelorod  form  in  its  accustomed  hituote, 
th»  wi  TMninC  ^  1*^  ^"'^  ""''^  ^  ^^''^  vhich  bounds  ia 
IMMMV  doMi  to  f««l  the  food  prenure  of  the  hand,  the  kui 
«Uelt  nhiomiil  nocninff  ftod  enoiiiK,  vitboot  which  day 
gilBMdHHwb«Mi(ft&dQuhtc<HDeuDOowrTed.  Thepictnred 
fcirWlr  af  ibtVadj  wKMerer  which  do  mother's  h&nd  may 
aaAJa^Qw  wo*  oMootbeci,  the  pun  nnbeftl«d,  tlw  tired  frame 
aillMlwt  thwet  Mid  ft  hawliM  other  foan,  and  tlioaghts  of 
ntWinib  Wul  a  mother's  waking  drtams,  and  aightly  pillow 
—•Mi  ttal.ilnwni(d  not  by  the  wanderer.yet  clingineto  womaa'e 
hlwM  wiut  a  tanacitj  aad  anguish  time  only  can  dispcL  And 
^Kfs^iir  Rehekah  lived  so  amy  thousand  years  aeo^  sbfttt  ire 
^hwr  tolMrlbeK'f'wUnfiSvheflthehoar  came,  and  ner  belored  ^j 
Wift  Jsiinled  rlrpartrrf  and  alone,  with  no  maaifcBtation  oC^H 
Mm  frwtt  nf  tbat  biwsiiu  which  she  had  loied  hiu  to  obtata  t  ^H 

With  (h«  dciwrtuTv  of  Jacob,  Uie  histoiy  of  Bebduh  coit- 
«tmlei\  '^'T  hiT  niuiw  i»  DO  nuwe  mentioned.  Bren  oo  het 
OMthltoly  Writ  is  xilvut.  We  only  kiiDW  that  she  was  buried 
tit  the  (««■  vt  Mac^elah,  by  tba  words  of  Jacob  in  Oca.  xlii.  ftl. 
And  fnuu  there  biMli(  no  OMOtioo  whaterer  of  h«r  on  Jaeob'i 
isrt«m  to  llebloo,  we  must  infer  that  she  died  before  hii 
antwlt  ftod  never  had  th«  hi^tpineas  of  folding  him  to  her 
bnatt  ftipuu.  How  »d  and  MMjy  must  her  <i*^ti«iii|g  yens 
|wv«  «»<M>H<iI  without  Unwbohftd  been  ao  long  Wat^r;  «nn 
Uioi^mI)  hor  K>i\jE  donaant  affMtioo  Cor  &an  may  liave  been 
M\itiin d  l^'iu  ih»  injustk-e she  bad  doae  bim— and  ne  endently 
pHiitht.  with  a  eofteurd  wait,  to  gplify  bia  paiesits,  by  a 
<sait«u  with  a  ttatuhter  of  tu*  uacfa Isbwel — be  oould  never 
haw  been  to  ber  like  Jaeob ;  aad  fninfaUy  and  sadly  nHMb 
•k*  havo  yeaned  for  tba  abwat.  a*  the  **  fair  dqra,"  wbkh  din 
ba>l  )>ii'luW.  oidMMd  into  long  moBths  aad  yet  lougaryuaaL 
tt.,»  ,>)iaii4p{d  mBaCber  lift  ha^  M«m«d.  and  ebanged  tnm 
'  linbe  of  tbe  ■went ;  aad  as  d«ath  oeared — as  ebe  Mt 
,-  ■■•.^tt(  Bo  lotuMcbe  avvcted.  aad  she  bad  waited  andgi^ed 
...  wkii)  h>  be^oN  bee  aoa  «B  emtb  «me»  non — mast  ioa  ^ok 


felt  to  the  fnl),  that,  tboucb  the  deception  h&d  been  snc- 
ceBsful,  thoucli  the  blessing  haa  been  (tiven,  the  meant  of  ita 
bestowal  could  not  have  been  "aecei>tab!e  to  the  Lord*"  and 
lud  Elbe,  oa  we  aie  privileged  to  do,  nebeld  the  life  of  trial  and 
dLsapiioiDtment,  and  relritmttvB  deception,  wtiich  marked  the 
cartlily  course  of  her  farourite  sou,  tbia  solemn  truth  would 

,vu  ieeu  imprtased  still  more. 

Yi'l  lUe  dealh  of  Rtbekah  was  in  all  probability  one  of  peace, 

.d  caitD  holy  reliance  on  tJie  infinite  uiercy  of  her  God.     Ue 

~  ebaatise^  but  in  the  midst  nf  chaAttsemeiit  bod  mercy ; 

Airy  of  Btau  had  been  turned  aside,  Jacob  been  saved, 

1^ peaee  i>Tc»erv^  in  the  household  of  Isaac.     Her  earthlr 

idol  remoTed  ftom  btt  ught,  ve  nay  wull  believe  that  Bebekah 
returned  to  ber  damestio  duties  with  that  fdiigleueas  of  pui^ 
pose  and  upri^htuefw  of  heart  which  had  marked  hcr^arliec 
yeora.  Tlie  temptation  to  tara  uide,  the  lovins  meroy  of  the 
Et«nial  liad  removed,  and  the  mother,  ev^u  while  li«r  heart 
bled,  must  have  iironounood  the  mandate  just.  If  in  ber 
jroutii,  before  tliv  kimwled^c  of  the  God  of  Abraham  bad  boco 
imparted,  she  had  rdt  with  bur  brother,  "  It  is  the  Lord,  we 
cannot  speak  unto  thee  bad  oi  good,"  would  she  no^-Dow  that 
*  ng  yews  bad  been  pttesvd  in  Flis  service — have  felt  even  id 

it  affliction.  "  it  i«  the  Iiord,"  and,  without  murmor  or  com- 
ilaint,  submit  bcnK-lf  to  His  will  I 

Are  we  then,  it  may  be  aeked,  to  give  Bebekah  the  meed  of 
unmixed  admiration  ?  to  rest  only  on  the  good  points  of  her 
character  ?  No,  like  all  human  nature,  it  was  a  blending  of 
the  good  and  evil.  Had  Kebek&h  been  told  that,  ere  h«r  life 
closed,  she  should  have  acted  as  she  did,  she  would  in  all  pm>- 
bability  hare  felt  it  impossible ;  nay,  ere  her  children  were 
born,  would  have  .shrunk  with  horror  from  the  idea  of  loving 
one  more  than  the  other.  All  we  would  urge  is  simply,  that 
we  are  not  lo  condemn  her,  as  if  the  unfortunate  propensity 
of  woman, "  to  oom])aaa  by  strataj;om,"  were  the  marked  failing 
of  lier  character,  and  that  tberu-rire  the  evit  not  the  good  was 
crer  the  ascendant.  'i'lii.i  is  the  common  etror  into  which 
superficial  thinken  fall ;  luid  frum  such  have  arisen  questions 
aa  to  the  morality  uf  tin:  Bible,  that  its  holiness  would  be 
more  eMi6rmed  were  thciij  no  Huoh  faults  recorded.  If  indeed 
thoeto  of  whom  it  so  impartially  write,  were  thutt  faultiest  it 
would  bo  destined  for  the  use  of  angels,  not  of  man.  But  Dot 
such  was  tlw  dioign  of  the  EtotuaL    He  inspired  holy  meo  to 
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writs  that  wlitcli  would  c«i»ri)Tt  ud  stutain  man,  wh«D  nii 
tnnuKliftU  pTMonoo  and  gnidonoe  were  vei3«i  fnun  mott^ 

SM ;  «nd  HiR  fniUiftil  Rorranta  alike,  nale  and  ftnale,  wen 
oielad  iu  their  virlitea  and  their  fulurcs,  with  an  impar> 
luUtf  and  tmtli  which  were  to  be  our  hope  in  our  lovly  e&ott» 
attm  virtn«L  and  mir  coumlnlion  in  our  wealotees  and  our  «tikt^M 
KaUkah'i  nnlt  wu  'tuo,  her  rirtoes  mmy;  and  tbeieTui^H^ 
wUil«  w«  ablwr  and  pmy  afaisft  her  lin,  we  can  oiUv  griava 
Rud  luMBl  that  human  woaknan  nhicli  triompJted  in  ooa 
nmntMil  uT  atiuog  ttnptation  OTor  the  virtuous  strvngtli  ot 
i«M%  W«  dan  (tot  ooadenn  and  aoorti  tJiat  wtakocat;  for 
WvX  'nw\m  mtm,  and  oondentn,  and  pronounce  judgiDefit 
«•  ommIvw.  Hnw  tuy  w«  UBert  that,  had  wo  been  placed 
•a  Rabekah  in  that  drwid  inon»Dt,  we  too  Bhould  not  have 
^iM  aa  ahe  did  f  Can  we  aasert  that  the  promise  of  the 
JnirinT  would  have  bnn  ao  atTongly  iropresseil  within  us,  that 
wa  emiU  hare  left  ita  ftilfllment  in  His  Iiaudi;  without  ona 
iMM  bjr  our  own  ajcenoy  to  fonrard  it  I  Can  we  say  that  wa 
tki'iiM  riav«  gjOM  to  Him  in  prayer,  be-vceching  Him  to  coun- 
|M«.-l  thv  dcMgn  of  IwMO  in  favour  of  hie  fiist-boni,  and  reet 
OtiHtttiKetl  that  tlM  prarer  would  be  haard  and  answered  I 

'liter*  uaj  be  aanH,  too.  loodlj'  and  reproaehfaUy  to  ooodemn 
thai  weak  uartialitr  whidi  was  the  ical  oHi^in  of  the  evil— yrt 
let  eueh  tAKV  heed  Int  they  too  should  fall  by  the  same  weak* 
lima.  A>r  tlKiy  know  uot  hi>w  their  affectiooa  may  equiUly  be 
ItImI.  (>,  not  in  CMtitmnatiiHt  of  our  meek  and  noUe  atioco- 
hreaa  ehall  wi>  ^«p  lb*  benefit  of  her  example,  ana  turn  aade 
niuu  her  faulla.  If.  even  in  bor,  the  wcakiMiga  of  human 
HRliim  iHh'v  triuniphni  over  tlw  immortal  spirit,  wliat  may 
Hf «  H«  frvm  the  uuiie  fanlt  1  Will  the  purity  of  youth,  toe 
iilnlv  iif  Mrlr  voinanhoMd,  the  tnith  and  virtue  of  long  yeaaT 
W  ill  tlww  lUXatn  snch  away  ea  always  to  be  our  nf^nard  and 
smt  tAivi*n%\\  I     Ala*,  not  theaa :  it  most  be  tlw  gne*  of  Ood 

«,\M,  uiMjihl  by  nwritaiit  prayer  and  utter  dt^t^denoe  upon 
im    iK«  MuuUut  wikt«h  um  onraelTca — the  knowledge  of 
v  '  AiMva — thai  which  moat  exposes  as  to  fall  bemalh 

t-  tli<i<  wMciowMn  that  there  ia  not  a  donaslic 

klv  >  h'Wne  aiwaliBa    aa*  an  faont'e  employmart    not 

Mm  .  >'i  tMT  nifihUytlMMighl  in  whidi  sin  may  not  anq>  in 
Hi«<t  olxiiih  ili>iw(ni<>i\.  uuteMaffietsally  planted  aftaivt  by  db- 
<i>M*iiu  wMtohtulluM  and  mrar.  Am  to  a>),  yet  more  than 
«iiV  »lnw  MtUuM  in  ihe  wond,  ti  tUa  walohful  care  and  daily 
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petition  needt^l.  To  lenkvx.  is  EirTRUvixD  thb  hokor  07  tqb 
Lord  ;  Hu  cliowa — His  belored — His  witnefttet ;  tlie  roeunlere 
of  HLt  naysi  unto  man — the  promiilgatoni  of  Hi»  6t«rii&l  love. 
How  maj  ne  Ixt  tukK-warm  iu  His  cau«e,iTlieii  we  bra  m>  c«U«d 
npoD  to  cxiUt  H'm  Ulury  ?  We  are  Rcatterod  among  the  nfttiont 
■s  witacMHai  of  the  pa^t  and  pledges  of  the  rDTOR>,  uid  sluJl 
w«  with  indiH'vrt.-ncci  jicnnit  other*  to  cliiim  the  privilogn  wliioh 
are  oura,  wid  nKn-rt  ti)i>t,  until  the  epoch  of  Criristiaoit^,  God 
h»d  DO  witncs»cs  upon  uarth !  No,  0  no '.  Surcljr,  individiiiUijr 
and  nationally ,  we  sltall  use  our  every  effort  to  procUim  nur 
high  and  glonons  descent  amid  the  natioas  I 

One  point  tDor«,  and  ne  tntist  conclude  this  memoir,  already 
so  much  luDtfer  than  we  intended.  It  hsM  been  gaid,  that  aa  the 
Eternal  ordained  that  Jacob  was  to  receive  the  promised  bless- 
ing, and  that  the  "  elder  should  serve  the  younj^er,"  it  muHt 
kftn  been  obtained  iu  some  w&y  ^  and  therefore  the  mtatu  of 
Hs  Moomplbthnieiit  were  of  little  couxeqnenoo,  thus  «d- 
desrouring  to  remove  all  tliat  was  rctprehen^ible  in  the  oondttct 
ot  Jacob  and  hia  mother,  Nay,  R'>ine  coinmentHlors  try  to 
main  her  ooii<iuct  proceed  fr<;m  a  belief  tluit  hor  course  of 
"acting  was  in  such  confonuity  with  the  divine  prediction, 
that  BM  dclcrmini-d  at  all  rioks,  and  by  any  means,  to  secure 
tlie  bleesiiig  for  her  younger  and  more  worthy  si>n."* 

This  species  of  reasoning  appears  as  mistaken  as  the  too 
notentcoodemDation  of  Kebekah,  and  so  completely  at  variance 
with  the  simple,  trusting  wiety  of  the  patriarchs  and  their 
familifs,  that  we  cannot  at  all  supnose  it  actuating  the  mother's 
fwlifgi  Bei^dea  which,  to  tiiinlc  thus,  supposes  a  pn-d^ter- 
tmnation  to  deceive  her  husband,  whereas  the  narrative  of  tlie 
Biblt  elMrlr  marks  it  tlie  inipuln  o(  the  moment. 

Inscv  before  bin  birth,  was  the  child  of  promise  to  Abraham : 
the  Lord  hie)  prooiised  he  should  be  the  father  of  a  multiMidc, 
and  in  him  and  ha  se«d  all  nations  should  be  blened.  Yet 
that  very  child,  Abraham  wss  commanded  to  sacriBce  ;  and 
without  hefitatioD  he  pr^Kirod  to  obey,  feeling  convinced,  that 
Ukongh  to  bim  the  means  (^  accomplishing  the  divine  promise 
wen  phinieed  in  darkest  mastery— >tf  indeed  his  child  must  die 
—^tlt  StiU  that  the  promise  would  be  fullilled  without  any 
istemntioD  of  man  :  his  duty  was  simply  to  obey,— and  the 
DtODised  1004  fulfillea. 

Cimaud  of  the  Lord  to  slay  hi;  aoo  «-aa  the  txtal  of 
bilippKia  :>-««  Nolw  to  Mr.  Do  SoU'*  Blbl*. 
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Abraham's  (aith.  ho  were  the  woHa  of  Isaac  to  Esau  the  trial 
of  Reb^mh'a.  She  ou|^it  to  have  known  ^m  that  ver;  io- 
dd«Dt  in  the  euAy  life  of  her  husband,  that  nhaterer  the  Lord 
has  oDoe  ttid,  Hb  will  tierform,  hitnever  myBt«noii8  may  seem 
the  mean*  of  iU  acooinplUlinient — that  though  Isaac  miCTt  iiK 
tend  to  gire  the  btening  to  his  firat-boro,  his  words  would  have 
been  OTernled,  and  the  biasing  nserved  for  Jacob,  without 
aD7  stnfo  between  the  brotben  or  tbeir  oansequent  seiwatiaiL 
Bnt  ha/aitA  was  not  stronc  enough  for  ttutt  most  difficult 
duty— to  "  wait  for  the  Lord."  WowM-liln,  fjtliajjn'l  '"' 
jcMiiHw,  impuhfg  hfr  fiuidf     TiifTi  n  '    " 

and  acHsfftfa  nn^niided.  whcu  itn  Juvalncrably 
more  needed  thaa-ifrhadiaiJ  bc«n  bcfnro. 

Bebekah  had,  [mlins,  some  excuse  for  her  momciitaiT  Caa^ 
that  her  coarse  of  acting  was,  from  it«  tucceu,  acccptAble  to  tfaa 
Lord :  bat  we  have  5oxe.  The  idea  that  human  means  aia 
rueonoary  to  forward  any  intention  of  the  Most  Uigh,  cannot  bo 
entertained  a  Bincle  moment  without  verging  on  impiety,  whoo 
we  have  the  whole  ^Vo^^  of  God  to  prove  by  precept  and  ex- 
ample that  He  ia  as  oronijmtent  to  (ja  as  to  wiU.  Man  is  a  free 
af^nt.  Bebekah  had  equal  power  "  to  wait  for  the  Lord"  as  to 
urge  her  son  to  deception.  I'hat  ahe  chose  the  latter  waa 
human  frailty— no  pre-ordainment.  He  indeed  permitted  tho 
ftau<l  in  appeaianoe  to  saoceed,  because  He  bad  already  or^ 
dained  that  Jacob  should  be  the  proniaed  seed,  and  His  chuge- 
lon  and  allwiM  decree  might  not  be  turned  itnde  even  to  annul, 
and  so  punish  the  desigos  of  on.  But  that  in  ao  wa^  taunl- 
mt«s  the  fi«ud.  Had  no  docwt  wlintcvcr  been  praoUsed,  th* 
blcanng  would  still  have  been  Jacob's.  It  matters  not  how :  it 
it  eaon^h  to  know  that  the  ways  of  the  Eternal  are  not  oar 
ways,  and  that  Ilia  decrees  require  no  aid  of  mniL 

That  human  designs,  however  sinful,  however  contrary  to  the 
pleasure  of  the  I^trd,  are  over-ruled  to  further  His  divine 
economy — no  one  who  attentively  studies  and  believes  God's 
Word  can  for  a  single  moment  doubt ;  but  this  truth  in  not 
one  tittle,  renders  us  lees  responsible  beings.  That  the  Eternal 
ever  bringeth  forth  and  worketh  universal  good  from  partial 
evil,  proves  His  loving-ldndueea,  His  bviielicetice.  His  afl-wiae, 
ever-acting  mercy  alone.     Not  that  man  is  in  any  point  ac- 

?;uittcd,  or  that  evil  is  a  wa>^&My  adjunct  to  the  hringmg 
ortb  of  good.    The  workers  and  th<.*  designers  of  evil  are^  in- 
dividually,  objcct«  of  displeasure,  and  will  sti/Ter  the  burden  of 
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tJioir  guilt  TJie  dimt  of  evil  Uio  God  of  Love  abKon,  even 
whilu  his  companion  orer-ntlcs  tlic  dwdt,  and  turns  them  in 
His  hand  to  t)ic  fiirtlit-miict:  of  good. 

We  arc  CATTintl}'  and  heartily  nnxlous  to  imprvm  this  im- 
portant tmth  on  the  mtnda  of  our  youoeer  naders,  who,  in 
tiieir  earlr  perusal  of  God's  Holy  WonC  may  and  wtU  fool 
Btartl«d,  tnat  bnm&u  wc&kocss  should  not  only  be  recorded, 
bnt  its  actions  be  permitted  to  succeed,  buccess  is  not 
&lna}'s  a  proof  of  the  Eternal's  approbatioD.  The  history  of 
both  RebeJuth  and  Jacob,  prove  the  displeasure  of  tlie  Lord 
towards  C&MnM/twi  individualli/,  though  tlieir  action  was  over- 
ruled to  the  aecompUshment  of  His  previous  wilL  Bebekah 
never  aaw  her  son  af^in ;  and  Jacob,  though  tpirituaUs 
hUued,  was,  in  his  earthly  career,  more  unfortunate  than  any 
of  hia  family  before  or  after  Lira. 

This  narrative  alone,  then,  ouf(ht  to  bid  us  eschev  all  wander- 
ing from  the  one  straight  (lalli  uf  nngle-heortod  truth  ;  tliat 
we  eon  never  do  eo  without  exoiting  the  dii^leMure  of  onr 
Heavenly  Father,  even  though  oor  puns  may  seem  crowned 
with  iiiim<.'rit«d  sucoeas.  The  attribute  of  our  God  ia  TBtmi ; 
how  th«n  dare  wo  believe  that  He  smilts  upon  those  who  de- 
part from  it,  or  reiuircs  human  deception  to  forward  His 
almighty  will?  An  His  ohJUIren,  His  cwu,  His  first-boni,  0 
let  our  watcli-word  be  trdtii  !  Let  our  upright,  single- 
minded,  straightforward  adherence  to  truth,  in  every  thought 
word,  and  deed,  proclaim  wiioi^i!  wtrKssEES  we  are,  and  oompu 
the  nations  to  acknowledge  that  ve  are  "  IsraeUtee  Indeed  I 
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It  wa»  on  the  snme  sooty  in  the  Uud  of  the  East,  where  Dearly 
A  century  previous  Abruhnin's  steirud  hod  bowed  himself  to 
the  earth  in  prnycr,  that  «cvur.il  shepherds  and  their  flocks 
were  assembled,  grouped  by  the  ude  of  a  well,  from  whose 
mouth  tlie  great  stone  covering  had  not  yet  been  rolled  aside. 
It  was  high  noon,  when  a.  stmcger  approached,  and  courteously 
addreeeing  the  shepherds,  enquired:  "My  brethreu,  whence 
be  ye  ?  And  they  said  Of  Haran  are  we,  Aitd  he  said  nnto 
them.  Know  ye  Laban,  the  son  of  Nahoi  l    And  Uiey  said, 
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We  kMW  U 

viuthe 

cuwntk 

topMwhsJM 

thit  Janb 

VMtWfint 

«nH  cbOdbood  nd  tk> 
fmHMttd<r 

thi  ■nccfto  of 
A*  oold  flank,  vidi 


flf  habm. 

to  aafie  kk  M  oi 
Wat  Nam  ft*  Ua  fOov.    Hav 
lo  tw  Dulte'  and  Ua 


That  liB  liMrt  waa  onee  imr  mted  far  the  neeftJou  and  < 
Bcdmim  of  boly  tUqp,  ia  pnned  by  ifae  dnas  wUafa 
Infinite  vkdum  ToaAwlw!,  to  Mtta^lka  aod  CDOMUage  lam. 
The  iiroiiiiae  woold  sot  have  bcca  teraakd  to  oao  onvorthy 
to  reeeire  it.  Tliaa^  banwn  wiakawa  n^  mllr  aad  da^an 
CTCD  tbe  ebmecit  aemuita  of  tba  Load,  vat  doC  tttiu  the  iia- 
pwa,  Uia  onbohr,  tbo  oanpeotaot,  woold  tba  H0I7  One  imiart 
tbe  Uening  «  Hia  qiilit  aod  IDa  caidaDca.  Acbio«Wd*> 
neat  of  hia  faolt  moat  h»Tc  broti^  Jacob  ooce  tDora  to  tSe 
feet  of  hi*  HtrnvtAly  Fatber,  or  tlw  coafinaatioo  of  tbeUeaed 
proBiiae  woold  ban  atill  been  debQwL 

On  tbe  beaotifbl,  the  BM6t  conaoliag  rision  ToocbaaiM  to 
Jacob,  oouolbg,  not  only  to  htm  bat  to  os.  ve  may  not  tioger. 
Yet,  tAOUKb  10  apiritnally  onosoled,  streogt  hcoed  aod  refnalte^ 
tba  BMttal  notnt*  of  tbe  w&nderer  must  often  hare  obtained 
aaeaodctwy  daring  hia  journey,  and  hare  teiulered  it  at  tbe 
T«ry  Icaifl  (Irmry  and  aad.  Jacob  bsd  nerer  been  tried  till 
hia  deportore  from  hin  fatJter's  bouse  j  and,  tberefare,  though 
•ir»«tniek  and  "  afraid  "  at  tbe  glonona  reflation  wbeo  iM 
ImpreMioa  was  vividly  before  him  ;  his  very  tow  eappoaoa  a 
^ht  degree  of  donbtt  natural  to  one  only  jost  etllod  npoo 
t'l  bclicTc ;  "  If  the  Lord  will  be  witfa  me,  and  will  keep  nis 
nay  that  1  go,  give  mt  brtad  to  eat  and  roMMaf  t» 
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put  OH,  SO  that  I  come  Bgain  to  my  fitther'a  house  in  peace, 
iheD  t}i«  LoKi>  sliull  bo  my  God."  ''  Bretd  to  eat  aod  numcnt 
to  pot  oo."  Even  f^r  these  petty  carea  and  triaU  he  was  de- 
peQd«nt  on  the  Ijord  alone  ;  ret  that  he  did  not  posaen  even 
tluso— that  he  had  Utendly  leffc  the  teat  of  hia  &ther  with 
luB  staff  for  hia  8ol«  possessioD,  may  gire  as  some  idm  of  llie 
Jtuman  triaU  of  cur  forefathers,  even  of  those  whom  the  Lore' 
most  bleased.  Their  greatness  t)ietr  iiiiluence,  their  riutiw, 
irece  to  oome  //wm  Oed  alone,  not  from  man  :  their  /i'vm  wun 
to  bear  witu««  to  Ills  i>ravidenoe,  even  as  th«ir  deaoeiadaaLt 
are  witacsBes  of  the  fulfilment  of  His  word. 

As  Jaoob  was  subject  to  all  tlie  inooavenieDOCS,  fatiigiu^  sad 
auSenng  of  Crsvelliag  through  a  atran^e  and  often  hoatUo 
country,  as  an;  other  wanderar,  hJH  feehoffi,  od  neariog  tha 
abode  of  bis  ancle,  may  more  cimtly  be  imagined  tluw  dcacribcd. 
In  his  convetsalion  with  the  sltciihcrds,  and  then  in  hia 
aetivelr  rolling  aside  the  stona  and  watering  the  sheep,  we 
may  roid  the  manly  otfort  to  restrain  omotion.  which,  however, 
•pnnwd  all  oontrof  when,  in  the  simple  and  beautiful  affection 
of  the  patriarabal  ace,  "  he  kissed  nachel,  and  lift«d  op  his 
voice  and  went."  Wept,  that  God  bad,  in  his  loving  mercy 
guided  him  tuns  far,  and  seemed  to  promiee  that  newly  known, 
jret  instinctively  loved,  relations  should  611  up  the  aching  void 
in  his  heAtt,  which  the  sudden  separation  from  his  mother 
IDUBC  have  cau§«d, 

"And  it  came  to  pass  wheal  Laban  beard  the  tidings  of 
Jacob,  bis  8ist«r's  sod,  that  he  ran  to  meet  him,  and  embraced 
bim,  and  Idased  bim,  and  brought  bim  to  hia  house.  And  he 
told  Laban  all  these  things.  And  Laban  aaid.  Surely  tliou  art 
my  bone  and  my  flesh.  And  he  abode  with  him  the  auace  of 
a  month."   Again  is  family  afleotion  vividly  bmugbt  beuire  ua. 

If  the  reckoning  of  some  cotumentators  be  true,  and  Jaoob 
woa  »eT«nty-»ix  when  he  entered  the  houscliold  of  Laban, 
nearly  ouc  hundred  years  nuat  hare  elapsed  ainee  Kvbvkah 
had  quitted  ber  maiden  home.  Tct  how  closely  and  fondly 
must  her  mcmiMty  have  been  entbruied  iu  the  hcirt  of  her 
broibw,  and,  through  him.  chcrishe<I  by  hiif  children,  that 
Jacob  wat  thus  so  warailr  and  delightedly  welcomed,  simply 
because  be  was  "  Rvbckui's  son." 

.  Toutli  in  LxUitt  )ud  changed  to  manhood,  manhood  to 
ua.  Ho  liO'l  ivcarcr  and  dearer  calla  upon  his  heart  in  hia 
ouracter  of  liusband  and  father ;  yet  still  llie  memory  of  the 
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"  hand  in  hsn<I  companion  of  his  cliildtiood  "  remained  part^ 
and  benutiful  and  strong,  as  if  nbeence  had  ti«f«r  come 
between  them.  Will  not  this  fact  nreal  tuiv  aticcpt«blo  b 
the  Luid's  i-igbt  is  the  encouragement  of  tlioee  affections  wliidi 
Hia  love  has  given  to  bia  childi^  i  And  how  sad,  )iOw  wrong 
it  is  to  permit  coldness  and  indifference  to  steal  in  between  the 
members  of  one  family.  Would  Laban  have  entertained  eocIi 
fond  recoUectiona  of  Bebekab,  had  their  earl)-  }-outh  been 
passed  in  that  uttfir  want  of  cordiality  and  confidence,  faitb- 
nilnoB  and  affection,  which  but  ton  often  mai  the  unity  and 
beantj  of  modern  and  fashionable  homes  f  0,  not  to  be  ex- 
pended only  on  the  stran|[er,  bath  tbe  Oixl  of  love  stored  oar 
heutt  irith  aifectioD,  witn  reTerenoe,  witli  all  that  ghd  make 
hone  an  euthly  heaven  I     Would  we  truly  love  and  seek  to 

Eleiuie  Him,  our  fint  dutf  ina«t  bc^  to  love  and  make  those 
apjiy  with  whom  our  AuW  lot  is  east. 
Two  daughters  blcMwl  tho  house  of  Lnboa ;  Um  elder  Leah, 
the  younger  Rachel  J^pF  "^■*fth  was  tender-eyed,  eoa 
Kaclud  beautiful  luid  wij^j^Oiuo^^  As  ttis  sscnd  unAim- 
(lisiJains  not  to  mention  this,  we  may  ba  permitted  to  pMse 
one  moment  upon  tho  characteristics  of  the  two  sisters.  That 
La»h.was  much  less  beautiful  than  hct  sister,  is  erident  fron 
the  words  of  tbe  text^  but  it  does  not  appear  that  sbo  was  as 

rlain  and  homely  as  some  oommentatora  decbro  hei.  ^Cbe 
lebrew  word  tranalated  "tender,"  "And  the  eyes  of  Leah 
were  t«Dder  (n^31  n(J2  'J'ST),"  do«  not  signify  K^aJt  only,  as 
ia  generally  supposed,  but  soft  and  delicate,  and  leads  me  to 
suppose  that  the  sofl  and  tender  eyes  of  Leab  were  her  only 
good  feature,  whereas  her  younger  sist«r  was  "  very  beautjftu 
and  of  exceeding  beauty,"  wbicTi  is  tin-  liu^ral  m^iiiii^^of  th* 
Hebrew  expression  -ISTO  np')  tpn  nj;  njj;!?  iJIK^thougfi 
ercQ  such  translntioD  is  far  from  possessing  the  force  of  the 
original.  Tliis  dilTcrcnce  of  appearance  occasioned,  as  would 
apjwnr  by  the  twquel,  a  complete  difference  of  character. 

One  month  Jacob  abode  with  his  ancle,  evidently  doing 
him  active  service  in  return  for  the  hospitality  which  he  bad 
received.  That  he  did  so,  tells  well  for  the  real  character  of 
the  wanderer ;  for  in  hid  father's  house  Jacob  had  oever  been 
accustomed  to  active  service,  and  it  moat  have  demanded  some 
UtUe  exertioD  of  will  over  inclination,  to  have  permitted  its 
steady  and  actdve  performance.  Ijnban,  however,  at  this 
period  of  their  intimacy,   felt   too   kindly   and  generously 
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towards  ha  nophcw  to  pormit  tiim  to  work  irithont  wues. 
"  And  he  nid  auto  him,  Bccaiuc  tlmu  tat  my  brother,  Bhoouist 
thou  ther^foro  serve  me  tin  nuuKtit  ?  Toll  me  what  shall  thy 
wagos  b«  I  Aod  Jacob  loved  fioobi^,  and  »id,  I  will  serve 
thee  seven  yi»n  for  Ra«bel  thy  youneer  daughter.  And 
Laban  eatd.  It  is  better  I  give  her  unto  thee  than  to  another 
man.  Abide  with  me.  And  Jacob  served  seven  yean  for 
Rachel ;  and  t/i^y  seemed  unto  Mm  but  a  /etv  daj/t,  /or  tie 
kiM  Ju  kad  iff  A«r." 

Wo  think  much  of  those  tales  of  chivalry  where  man  per- 
fimoa  some  great  and  striking;  deed— comiuera  his  own  passions 
—'becomes  a  Tolantar}'  wacdert-r — all  tu  win  the  smile  and 
lore  of  woman.  And  we  do  rt^hl,  for  tlie  motive  is  pine  and 
-the  moral  good.  liut  such  Wmh  nrou^ht  volumes  should  not 
blind  our  lieart^  and  eyes  t»  iliLt  exquisite  uarralion,  wherein 
the  lame  tnitli,  the  same  moral  i»  impremcd,  with  equal  force 
and  beauty,  only  in  the  simple  language  of  the  Bible.  Jacob's 
servitude  waa  a  more  convincing  proof  of  his  lore  and  con- 
stancy than  those  excitJux  dcow  of  heioism  which  chivalry 
rocord*.  His  was  no  service  to  call  npon  distant  lands  and 
tii-iiS  ages  to  admire.  Nothing  for  fame,  that  brilliant 
SMteoTt  which,  equally  with  love,  uiviaed  the  warrior's  heart 
in  the  middle  atjes.  Nothing  to  vary  the  routine  of  seven 
year's  domestic  duty,  ^e  wcAnaome  natUK  of  whicli  we  Bod 
in  Uie  3^th  and  39thTeraea  of  diapterxxxi.  Yet  tbeee  seven 
years  "seemed  but  as  a  /ew  dags  fw  IA«  /otu  A«  )uid  to  Atfr." 
A  brief  yet  most  em])hatic  sentence  revealing  the  purestt  the 
holiest,  the  most  unselfish  lore,  unmtrainea  by  one  fleeting 
tliou^ht  of  worldly  aggrandisement.,  or  a  hope  beyond  making 
that  buloT«d  on<i  bis  own.  "  Consumed  by  the  drought  by 
day,  chilled  by  the  ftost  at  ntfiht,"  still  he  never  wavered. 
Loire  woa  his  npholdor-^his  sustaincr.  Aud  it  was  for  this 
end  love  was  so  meroifutly  given. 

Ah  the  word  of  God  (liadains  not  to  jiourtray  the  extent  of 
love  borne  by  one  mortal  for  anoUier.  we  trust  wc  may  be 
pardoned  if  we  linger  a  moment  on  that  emotion,  the  very 
Dame  of  which  is  generally  banished  from  the  education  of 
young  females,  as  if  to  ft-cl  or  excite  it  were  a  crime,  forcotting 
that,  in  banishing  all  idea  of  its  i^fivmtie,  we  banish  also  the 
pro|ier  means  of  rvguSating  that  influence,  and  subject  our 
yonng  charge  nnguudcd  to  the  very  evil  that  we  dread. 
•     God  gave  not  wve  to  bind  to  earth,  but  to  raise  to  heavoa : 
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uot  to  make  ns  euthly  idols,  but.  oo  ihe  ver^  itm  we  bear 
each  other,  to  lift  up  tbe  son)  to  lliin ;  to  lii;lit«n  toil  and 
•often  grief,  to  beiKht«n  joy  and  bleas  our  earthlj  sojonro  Hith 
a  Imght  ray  from  ihat  exhaostlen  ftmnt  of  lore  wnicb  waits 
for  lu  aboTe.  '\^'ithout  some  emotion  poweifal  oKnigli  to 
draw  tu  out  of  ounelve*  for  an  eartblr  brother,  how  coald 
we  ever  Bnbject  our  aelfisb  Itcarta  to  the  wilt  of  oar  GodT 
how  pofoRQ  thow  Kif-taerifioea  nooet  acceptable  to  Uim  ? 
Sttooger  than  paia  and  toil,  and  eren  dealli.  it  U  the  very 
MMQce  of  oar  Dciiis,  tiie  Fpjntual  eaMDce,  which  marks  mom 
powerful!}-  than  aiight  cIm  our  intmortol  d«6tin]r ;  and  from 
tho  reflection  of  that  dcstln;  lends  a  dow  to  earth.  "  Thoo 
ahalt  loTc  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  tliy  hexrt,  and  aoul,  aud 
might,"  ia  the  cominitnd  of  the  Eternal — an  important  coin- 
mand — yet  not  given  till  aftttr  His  word  had  nnaled  to  n* 
thitt  it  woa  poaaible,  nay,  th&t  it  wn^  a  neooeanr  MDMaocooi^ 
fur  tlMMO  who  served  and  loved  Him  beet,  to  lore  incT clean 
onto  each  other.  Iltid  not  the  heart  been  created  with  full 
cnpacity  to  love,  this  commajid  irould  not  hiivc  boon  giTen ; 
and  He,  who  has  placed  us  iu  a  world  of  beauty,  who  hu 
guthered  aroond  us  objects  to  excite  every  feeling,  demaodb 
not  that  those  feelings  are  to  be  deroted  to  Uim  alooe^  in 
attet  neglect  of  our  feOowa. 

It  is  not  jHvaion  to  which  we  allode,  thoogfa  bat  too  often 
the  wordi  are  dueme'l  Hj'nonyiDoas.  Nor  do  we  mean  paaaion, 
when  w«  tay  tJut  love  u  tlio  handmaid  of  relisioo.  No,  it  is 
a  Rpiritunl,  not  ui  earthly  focUng ;  spiritual  eren  wheo  it 
relate*  to  man,  not  God.  And  if,  indeed,  it  be  «o,  and  tfa* 
more  we  reflect  upon  it  tho  more  tre  feel  it  is,  or  ouffAl  to  bt. 
why  aboiild  it  be  a  snbject,  ae  it  ton  often  is,  of  j<«t,  of  scoro,  ana 
tJiOH  ander  ita  influenoe  deemed  not  far  removed  ^m  foU;f 
ftnd  ronanoe  ?  Why  should  education  never  sUade  to  it  aare 
•■  a  dreadful  and  unlikely  thing,  and  the  sage  lesno,  so  of^ 
conned,  that,  reatrnt,  not  aflection,  ia  to  be  oar  guide  ?  Were 
the  word  nligion  sTibstttuted  for  reason  in  such  educational 
codes,  the  young  heart  would  be  m  trained  as  to  eschew  all 
fcnr  of  mere  earthly  love ;  it  would  know  itnelf,  ita  own  iin- 
pulsea,  itA  own  feelinga,  aim  so  set  a  Ktroiig  guard  upon  thoec 
most  likely  to  lead  to  error,  while  it  encouraged  all  that  would 
urge  to  good.  It  would  feci  that  love  was  of  God,  and  there- 
fore not  a  nubk'ct  for  levity  or  jort — that  it  was  sent  to  lift  up 
the  spirit  to  Him,  aud  therefore  not  so  to  expend  itti  force  on 
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I  aa  euthlf  idol  as  to  lead  to  extraTajiKnce  nod  tol\j — tlint  it  wis 

I  to  laat  for  erer,  not  unto  <Uati,  but  btyond  it,  and  tltorefora 

1  not  to  be  f^na  to  oat  nhiao  f^ituru  wia  of  cartli,  and  who 

^K  lought  in  its  pomewoii  but  the  gmtification  of  a  few  fieeting 
^V  ycftn — thftt  it  wm  to  eaduro  throngli  torrov  and  sickneia,  and 
W  trinl  and  iro^  not  to  bu  the  idctu  harbinger  of  pticty  and  joy, 

^^  to  thiiut  in  a  ball-room  and  glitter  in  a  bridnl  robe — but  to 
^H  bMT  with  oocwianal  irritability  or  OT«n  with  uaklDdnees  and 
V  s(p«ivnt  neglect,  irith  faults  vhich  we  must  Dover  brexthe, 
with  intervals  of  an  utter  want  of  sympathy,  even  of  deiirecia- 
tion,  which  we  most  endure,  Bo!ace,  ana  for^ve — not  to 
suppose,  that  we  shall  ever  be  as  when  that  love  is  firtit  called 
foTtn,  our  wiahea  granted  ere  told,  our  every  fetlinff  answerwl, 
onr  ever}'  virtue  ap|ireciated,  our  very  failing  loved.  And  to 
be  prejKired  for  this — to  love  thus,  with  a  atrenjcih,  n  purity, 
that  will  bear  all  this,  aye,  and  more  painful  Ktill,  the  very 
K  ■oorilices  of  self  which  tore  impclH,  unfult,  unknown,  uncared 
^f  for,  or  if  seen,  but  deemed  our  duty,  and  ooldly  piwiud  un- 
^^  oheend — will  an^ht  but  that  love  which  is  spiritual  Biirtain 
I  US  f  and  will  such  emotion  come  to  the  vourtc  heart  without 

I  some  prepaiBtoiy  tmiiiing?    0,  not  while   lovo  is  deemed 

^^  romanoo,  not  while  it  is  made  a  jest,  or  shunned  as  something 
^H  guilty  or  derog^ton',  will  it,  can  it,  ever  be  ae  the  God  of  love 
^V  ordained,  the  pnre&t,  dearest  btesuDg  euth  can  know,  the 
f  loveliest  tjrpe  of  heaven. 

I  Something  more  than  Rachel's  beauty,  marvellous  as  that 

I  was,  must  have  so  retained  Jacob's  love  for  her  in  those  seven 

I  ycarsof  domeHic  interoouise  aa  to  make  the  time  appear  but 

I  a  few  dayH.     Beauty  may  attnLi;t,  and  win,  if  the  time  of 

^^m     Mortship  be  too  brie 


eonrtshi. 
*i0iFDtBy  it  bo  febiised,  tini 


>,rtfh^  Ctpjrm.  but  It  a  not 
Gift  ftbm  Uod,  aa  ifuT 


low  may  it  be  wasted,  in  caring 
only  for  the  lovely  shape  wit/tout,  and  leaving  the  rich  in- 
visible gems  tcitMn  uiicared  for  and  unnaed.  0  if  there  be 
one  amnog  my  youthful  readera,  of  beauty  exceeding  as  that 
of  Rachel,  who  holdeth  in  her  poraeasioD  tiua  rich  gift  of  God, 
let  her  remember  that  lie  «ill  demand  of  her  how  she  huth 
used  it — that  its  abuse,  its  pntmded  neglect,  yet,  in  reality, 

froud  value,  will  pass  not  unnoticed  by  its  beneficeat  Giver. 
I  )ia.t  been  granted  for  some  end — for  if  to  look  on  a  beautiful 
flower  will  excite  emotions  of  admiration  and  love,  and  oon- 
M^ently  t^joyoient,  how  much    more  deeply  would  such 
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fetJincB  be  oiled  fDrth  br  a  bcftBttftil  hot,  eaaU  «•  bat 
brhdia  it  u  Ibe  hwdi  of  0«1  bvl  focmid  it,  vnriudtd  b^  tka 
iapiMi  of  tbow  WBOtlow  titpnit,  ooounpt,  or  mV  ■''*^'— ^j 
or  tb«t  tttUr  void  of  istduct,  wluch  an  bat  too  oftca  U 

coooomitantg.  boa  tlM  mirtakcQ  ootion  tb^t  omtwd  beutjr 
b  omntpotOBt  and  awds  ao  help  within. 

To  hide  from  a  foung  pil  that  &h«  »  beaatifitl.  »  tba 
oattnae  of  foUr,  for  her  tnoror  vill  tell  her  that  she  v  boiiig 
deoeived,  and  toe  inflaanBe  of  such  mfonnen  will  be  bMt  ■* 
OMfc  Mo,  let  tbe  nal  vahe  aod  coosequeot  rmfamiUilHf  of 
bautj'  be  wenlcatcd,  aod  there  will  be  no  fear  of  ila  abaee. 

That  Rachel  bad  maar  nunt  — '**™"*g  qaalitiei,  we  lUf 
qnita  mfrr  Aon  Jacob'*  <wvot«d  lore  to  hSr,  vna  to  ber  death. 
The  ajMrit  most  impatient  andcr  oontradictioii,  and  loniw  ik 
own  will.  t>  often  aiiit«d  to  a  maaner  ao  enga^ng  and  qnaartiei 
■0  calculated  to  win  rcoatd,  tltAt  trirUl  luilta  of  temper  and 
nill  an  litenlly  eogeadered  from  the  dif&colty  it  ts  ta  r^toro 
a  betn^  to  beaatifalaDd  ao  belored ;  and  this  woold  eo«n  tba 
OMe  with  Rachel  Toan^  joyooa,  asd  toring,  wo  nwr  bn^ 
bcr  tbe  vefjr  atar  of  ber  bther's  hofoe,  raining  her  bent^M 
itgare  her  power  to  obtato  whatever  she  willed  onoontiadirta^ 
bat  ntiug  it  ualy  in  tbe  H>h«re  of  home. 

Bat  tlKHigK  Jacob's  aflccdons  were  deTotod  to  one  bIcm^ 
thoiw  ae?cu  yean  of  intimate  association  miut  have  beeo 
fnuijbt  with  sufTering  and  gadnesa  to  Labiui's  elder  dangblec; 
whoae  ■tnmg  aOectiuu  fur  Jacob  the  sequel  will  reveal  Ber 
compelled  agency  in  her  father's  fraud  must  bav*  been  fiaugbfc 
with  absolute  horror  to  >  hoart  that  lowd  fimtlT  hB*^  "■- 
returoed,  as  beoelf,  and  beightened  the  tnal  ot  unto^aHod 
afTt'-Uon  in  no  ordinary  def^ree. 

We  will  Dot  lini^cr  on  tlu  affiun  narrated  id  Genesis  inir., 
from  tbe  2Ut  tr*  ttic  80th  verse,  because  they  belong  aortridl* 
to  tlie  mannins  and  costoois  of  tbe  BaMem  nations  that  it  » 
quite  impoaaible  to  comment  upon  tbecn  with  any  jnstieai 
nrqudicoa,  as  birth  and  edaoatioo  cannot  fail  to  make  ub.  in 
favour  of  tbe  taannen  and  costoms  of  modem  Europe.  Vet 
tb«  cnstoms  of  tbe  Boat  have  undergone  little  or  do  change ; 
and  repeatedly  we  find  that,  which  in  the  uarrativie  of  tba 
KUe  mar  startle  our  nodeni  European  notioM  as  8tran){e  or 
ImiiMii.ililc,  cooGnned  by  events  passing  in  tbe  Bast  at  this 
1  -)  that  tJkoso  very  narratives  would  there  scarcely  be 

c^:  -. .  ...:  a  history  of  the  past. 
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Thoogh  besuiled  into  another  »cveii  j-cftnt'  tervittide  for  his 
nnch-loved  Baehel,  it  iserideut  t)iat  the  had  become  hia  vife 
fan,  Jacob  honourably  performing  the  word  he  had  pledged. 
t^/t^r  the  wiahed-foT  pruo  had  beeo  obtained ;  aod  not  tJII 
tJwee  aeven  yean  irere  c«mpl«t«d  do  we  hear  him  vtt«r  one 
word  of  eoniptaint,  or  one  wuth  to  provide  for  "  hie  own  honse 

'  Ami  wban  tht,  Lord  Mw  that  Leah  woe  hated  flit  less 


the 


[pit 
Am 


had  aonjt  ^  And  she 

I  Hiiil, Surely' 
;-now  -13iereforc  my 
of  tromnn's  dwpW' 


at' 

WP 

"fe  pant 


SLX 


cm 

th  looked  upoD  mj 

lovame."*  Wbai  a  volnmo  __ 

rfir-  rnrnpnanoDatiiig  lore  of  the Btvmal  do  titen 

Ue  who  bad  in  his  inscrutable  wisdom 

'  i^ild  be  tried  in  the  fiery  oideal  of 

*.  nawjuitwl  taectioii,  yet  <leig53' 


m  all  the       _^ . 

rends  but  this  one  verse  can 

uphold,  tTiaTwoman  is  Iv"^  aa  object  of  lender  lore  and  com- 
passioa  to  her  God  than  man  t  Who  can  i«ay  that  th<-  Mo^ic 
records  ore  oJent  on  this  head  ?  The  words  of  mait,  to  point 
out  the  proper  station  and  value  of  woman,  we  need  not.  for 
the  chiliueD  Of  Israel  hare  the  woitu  ov  theib  Gou,  And  do 
wa  not  BttU  recoguiw  the  God  of  Leah  ?  Ilia  ear  has  not 
become  beAvy  that  it  cannot  hear,  nor  Ilia  arm  shortened  that 
it  cannot  save.  And  though  be  may  not  bestow  on  us  a  vmhU 
and  audible  manifeetation  of  His  tender  compassion,  ae  on 
Leah,  yet  w«  may  be  certain,  that  He  will  grant  ns  e(»ne 
compensating  blttBiag  for  every  joy  of  which  be  msv  think  fit 
to  deprive  na.  And  even  for  those  bitter  grie^  w)iich,  from 
tbeir  nature,  their  seeming  aelfishnefla^  woman  shrinks  in 
trembling  from  brinnng  baore  her  Qod.  and  bnriea  them  in 
her  ownlicart  till  itbleedsateveiypore — Leah'a  hintoiy  proves 
that  He  will  mnt  peace  and  healing.  It  may  be  tliat  a  wiser 
ft&d  kinder  will  than  ber  own  baa  Hung  an  insuperable  barrier 
between  woman's  heart  and  its  dearest  object ;  a»d  impelled 
bsr,  by  all  that  h  refined  and  delicate  in  ber  oboncter,  to  hide 
deep  Rom  every  eye  tbo  anguish  which  is  ber  buplen.  How 
bUned  then,  that  even  for  such  a  grief  there  is  the  fount  of 
healing  waterv  still  in  the  word  of  God — that  she  may  come 
there  and  read,  not  only  the  abundance,  the  fiilncas  of  His 
love,  but  tliat  lie  has  ospecial  teudcmees  for  those  by  earth 
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wmlavtd.  Anil,  its  Ho  g»vc  Leah  children  beaoae  &be  vu  sa 
loTod,  so  vill  He  gnut  sucb  suffems  a  peace  and  calm,  and 
joj  in  the  coowkHHOceB  of  UU  nnfailiag  tandnaeas,  Cu*  nir- 
pasebg  even  tfa«  rich  and  gloniiig,  bat  too  tnuiaieDt,  h^>pine« 
at  eymaathy  on  earth. 

LeaD  mu3t  bare  knowa  aod  loved  th«  Lard  long  before  the 
event  recorded,  eUe  abe  bad  not  thus  welcomed  tbe  birth  of 
her  fiat  child.  Eight  veais  of  Jacob's  iuijoaro  in  h«r  fatbar'a 
booaehold  would  Bcareely  have  b<^n  suthuieiil  (or  her  to  know 
and  love  her  oooain'a  invinble  Qod,  had  she  not  had  aome 
Tasae  jet  tnie  nottons  at  Him  beToie. 

That  Jacob  tbould  often  have  alluded  to  the  Ood  of  hm 
fathers,  and  nanatcd  the  vooderfnl  manifeeUtraoa  of  W» 
providenco,  and  that  saoh  solemn  themM  ahuuhl  have  &11mi 
with  pccaliar  impresnTeneaa  on  the  heart  of  Leah,  and  but 
lightly  on  tJie  buorant  impetuous  Rachd,  maj  be  infenwl 
tnm  Uic  histop'  of  ooth.  Alter  the  guda  of  bor  fatltur,  L«ab 
has  DO  baDlccTiDg  n^httcver ;  b«r  nimnce,  id  both  her  grie& 
and  joys,  is  to  Jacob's  God  alone. 

By  her  esdamation  at  the  birth  of  her  second  son,  we  may 
BUppoee  that  the  fond  hope  expreeaed  the  year  previooB,  "  Now 
thenfiire  my  husbasd  will  love  m«,"  vas  stul  not  naliaed. 
"  Because  the  Lord  bath  heard  that  I  am  not  loved.  He  hatli 
therefore  given  me  this  eon  abo."  To  many  the  repetition  of 
a  Uenng  renders  it  invaluable,  and,  in  the  imperfection  of 
our  eaitnly  nature,  the  coutinuod  liisappointment  of  oar 
dnneb  wietKa  would  have  rendered  tiw  heart  calknu^  perhape 
repming,  at  the  verr  bleanog  whidi  had  befote  bcouglit  joy. 
But  ant  thus  was  it  nith  Leah  :  gratefully  she  received  » 
eectind  little  trcaKuri:  frum  the  hand  of  her  Gud  ;  and,  bcMiDg 
Again  tli«  pFtng  of  cver-blijuhtod  hope,  she  utters  no  with  of  ut 
earthly  kind,  but  simplv  feels  she  dm  still  t)io  lore  of  God. 
Anotturyea^  and  anotncr  son  is  granted;  aod  wc  nin^  trace 
a  ray  beanuig  even  throueb  her  eArthly  itarknms,  in  the 
new  up^prioging  of  buoyant  hope — "  Now  will  my  husband  be 
joined  uoto  me,  for  I  have  home  him  three  flons.' 

Whether,  indeed,  the  fond  wish  was  realised,  and  Jacob's 
heart  waa  softened  towards  her,  muat  be  but  conjecture  ;  yet 
it  would  almost  e|>i>ear  so,  for,  at  tJie  birth  of  her  fourth  sod, 
her  pious  heart  ts  satbfied  with  the  fervent  eiaculation,  "  Now 
will  I  praise  the  Lord."  Drawn  olnser  and  cIoMir  unto  her 
God,  with  Ilw  every  prccioan  ^l't,«he.  who  gave  her  fiist-bora 
^naino  signifying  "  trie  son  ol  afflictiou,"  g;ivu  In 
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ifan,  only  a  gifk  of  cliildKD  Ilia  love  bestoved.  He  had 
brought  light  from  darknexa.  He  had  tamed  her  mounung 
into  praine,  and  returneil  with  ten-fold  bleusiug  her  meeK 
endurtQ}^  coutidence  ui  Him.  Sliotl  we  then,  wh»  may  be  ia 
ih«  dariinesa  of  sorrow  and  heavy  care,  shrink  from  nolkiog 
ID  h«r  steps,  and  dwell  only  on  the  q^ietion  which  is  ours? 
8hAU  we  not  also  look  aud  strive  for  ^ome  blesainK  which  can 
bid  w  too  "  praise  tlie  Lord,"  and  lead  ua  to  neliold  figAI 
where  all  was  heaviness  7  There  is  uo  lol  tfo  deaolaU  Whnnr 
If'ife  MelTHim,  theXoid  will  not  bless  ;  not,  perhaps,  bj  the 
nmoTBl  of  onr  present  sorrov,  but  by  tome  compensating 
mercy.  We  must  not  tupiiose  that  seeking  Him  and  loring 
Him  will  exempt  oa  from  affliotion.  No ;  lor,  if  it  did,  where 
vronld  bo  that  heaveol;  exercise  which  alone  can  lit  iia  for 
heaven  ?  Nor  are  we,  a*  soae  onthueiasta  would  urm,  to 
ngard  triaU  MJoyt,  and  welcome  them  with  dHtlncss.  ft'hcn 
ft  tender  loving  parent  chostieca  a  beloved  child  to  keep  him 
from  tho  paths  of  no,  would  he  feel  tliat  the  chastisemeDt  hud 
done  its  work  if  the  little  being  rooeired  it  with  emiles  and 
rejoicing  I  Sorely  the  parent  would  be  more  hopeful  if  the 
child  were  ferious,  and  even  sad.  And  ia  it  not  so  with  tho 
afflictions  sent  from  our  eternal  aud  most  tender  Father  ?  Wo 
may  think  that  we  surely  need  them  not ;  and  our  lives  may 
even  be,  in  the  sight  of  man,  as  we  ouraelvea  suppose  them. 
Nay,  they  ma^  be  numbered  amongst  those  whom  the  Bible 
gjvea  us  promise  shall  be  accounted  the  rij^hteoua  in  the  sight 
of  Oodj  yet  how  know  we,  what  we  might  have  been  witMut 
Mcb  affliction  t  How  know  wc  but  tho.te  v«ry  sorrows,  lasting 
but  a  fiMM,  arc  preparing  us  to  be  of  thoie  whom  the  Lord 
imt«th  in  His  book  for  eternity,  who  shall  be  His  when  He 
makcth  np  His  jewels?  Of  this  only  arc  wo  certain,  that 
the  Lord  bvtti  wnom  He  correoteth.  Then,  while  like  Lejth 
w<t/»el  affliction,  let  us  hope  on,  pray  on,  with  nndoubiing 
faith,  that  one  day  we  too  shall  cry  aloud,  "  Now  will  I  praise 
the  Lord." 

Very  different  to  the  meeh  sabmlssiveness  and  gentle  dis- 
position of  her  elder  sister,  is  the  impetuous  temper  aad 
nnfdl  feeling  of  envy  which  urged  Kaebel  angrily  to  exclaim, 
even  to  ber  doting  husband,  "Give  me  children  or  eJse  I  die. 
And  Jacob's  ariKi^r  wa^  kindled  against  Rachel :  and  he  said. 
Am  I  in  God's  .^tead,  wtioliath  nitlilield  children  from  theal" 

We  have  been  previously  told — "And  when  Baohel  saw 
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ibfty  hid  BO  power  to  clian^  the  inward  /telhi'ji.  uul  itt-fT- 
'i>t.l^  mlm.  itll  sacnficvtii  in  obuin  chitdren  &]--'.■    -Ijt 


I 


wircfc  to  undergo  all  the  oiMutd 

[yj3«d  household] 
wten  'Klhah  liad  a  son,  we  find  Rachel  velcomiua 
him  with  Bucli  a  joyful  thanksgiriog,  and  aa  a  ^ift  from  God 
— that  we  might  wonder  at  her  former  impatience— did  we 
not  know,  that  thew  are  many  who  trace  the  hand  of  the 
Lord,  and  think  tbey  love  and  serre  Him,  when  all  of  life  is 
smooth  and  smiling,  yet  act,  at  the  first  trial,  the  first  ctosi, 
u  if  the;  knew  Uim  not  at  all,  and  denied  His  power  to  help 
•ndnive.  "God  hath  jud^>ed  me,  and  hath  abo  heard  my 
Toice.  and  hath  fpjta  me  a  son."  Had  the  then  pmycd — and 
did  tile  rcougniitc  in  though tfuluess  the  answer  to  Mr  prayer  t 
Or  was  her  exdamution  ut  tliu  birth  of  D&n  but  a  presumptaous 
rappotdtion  from  a  prcsuroptiiuu»  vpint — believing  without  due 
SBthority  that  she  nad  prerailcd  with  God  ?  We  have  Dot 
Boffif^t  authority  in  Bcriptun  to  pronounce  judgment  one 
way  or  the  other  on  this  point,  ana  must  therefore  Icate  it 
to  the  oonaidemtion  of  our  rnulera. 

Once  only  do  words  of  sorrowing  reproach  escape  Leali'a 
lipa  towarda  her  sister.  "  Is  it  a  Hmall  matter  that  thou  has 
.J^cen  my  husband  J"  Words  simply  expreauve  of  the  natural 
paBg;  w\tisH  musi' nometimes  have  entered  her  heart — when 

J^ear  aft«r  year  pa»(i:d,  and  still  beheld  her  deep  affections 
ess  ^ned  than  ttie  lighter  love  of  KacheL 

Two  ollivr  BODS  w(-r«  horn  unto  the  elder  taster;  and  od» 
danghter,  a  blessing  wliich  had  never  before  beeu  vouehufod 
the  patriarchs.  Thvn  it  was, '.'  tliat  God  rcmcinhM*^  ^Nlhf'  ■ 
Mid  God  hcarJMued  to  her  anj  gave  i">r  e}<ildr»n"  "(inA 
reoeniDetecl  tUcbel"  aaa  ne_tow>ttent  no,  neither  fop- 
getfttlnesB  nor  memory  dwcUeth  with  God — for  lie  is  omniscient 
as  omnipotent,  knowmg  and  perceiving  all.  But  when  s|ieaking 
of  Him,  His  dealings  with  Ills  children  must  be  expru^sed  in 
lapgoajft  and  by  images  suited  to  their  finite  conception — 
not  aeooraiiig  to  the  aaorable  and  glorious,  but  unfathomable 
{Dfi&i^  tUTOunding  Him.  He  thought  u[)on  and  hfarkened 
to  her — for  Mich  is.  <?iiually,with  rtmtmwr.  the  memiiuc;  of 
tlie  term  Ci'rP(}  P??  V^l  ^ryrn^  e-n^g  -iSllJ— words,  how 
full  of  cotutolation  and  encoara£cmeot  to  nachel's  female 
dtaocudants  I     Man  woald  hare  condemned,  and  sentenMd 


t>  ft 


for  Uu 

an  aari  oonpand  to  Uw 

Itet  Hi  whaa  •h*  had 

•DST  enotiooi 

mc  oujr  "ra&mi- 

wvauMMi,  ba% 
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AadAJ^BdibiZ^^nh  awl  Mid.  the 


-G^btk 


l^ri  tkdl  add  aMo  Be  laal&s  saa."  Ooold  she  bkve  M» 
tailed  fittanty^-MB  iadeed  ai^  Ae  Wm  Ut  tfaat  God  lad 
iWDOted  het  TTTTPM*! ;  tor  mhn  AaX  wAttB  oa  the  angelici 
iLealy  and  fiiiltlMMi«.M  ct  J^mgk,  caa  ncall  his  dwiIht 
t  vitboat  beMoaim  «■  her  a  poctiaa  of  the  hm  and  Tflaeralioa 
vc  laviih  OB  her  aoe. 

It  IB  ahea  Wnd  do«a  hj  iavard  nmaa»  tot  a  eooacdoD*- 
■  of  taaate  ■afalneat,  bj  the  iuoadbiltty  a(  nalmag 
tfpariaethel"— ahJAaqali  gaam  —  boa  ififMoachto 
oagaitbcrtBaakaadthoaghttoaaffdaoar  ftlW-creKtaKa, 
.,_  k  ■hlnil  aad  fwMrfiihii  of  Ood.  tha  we  ihould 
Emuaha  Aa  hwlwr  of  Bathe!  aai  lihe  OBM&rt.  Tliefe 
Ean«B^«ho,Baihktobeorthoetiac  of  am  awakKned  con- 
waMim.  nrnwait  iUicrlhw.  hi  irniacftiM  imrjhnl]-  rtnTrh- 

ttoL  as  ID  thie 
lifi:«e  WHt  be  BihlB  to  oocMeaat  haim,  H  n  peifooUr 
BeoHi  Mmiag,  Bac^  tees   fnjriac  e^iBst  them,  as  cuca 


pmer  can  be  of  do  aerrix,  and  a  hat  a  awckery  before  Ood. 
8om  taiade  uaj  beer  this  awfal  itate ;  to  otheia,  the  jronng, 
the  deeper  Cbdia^  and  non  rttniaf  beeit,  it  ia  a  V^f>^,  '^ 
aheohiia  amiih,  vhidi,  witboal  eone  epintoal  help,  is  im- 
po^letobsastaiDcd;  aadeonliaiwiiiecaetoffaa  aralgeet 
of  teeter,  of  (afftriaft  ukd  the  aorid  and  the  aerid's  paaaoeee 
eahatitated  in  ila  place.  IN)  each,  mton  eipaeiaUjr  it  cbejr  be 
•OBMB,  ««  aoold  UT,  Cone  twt  to  the  «anl  «f  God—and 
area  fcc  each  gticfii  tun  n  all  wt  need.  Tikot  the  Gtenial 
not  oa^  jcoelaiiaa  "  Hbneelf  a  God  tell  of  oompeeriop,  lonj 
•aflerinft  aboadant  in  goodaeaa  and  aescT,  fccnving  iniqiuty, 

' HBOo,  and  na,    bat  pnmi  these  eoBecJiog  end  tnoel 

Bttribatae,  not  ooljr  ^fitr,  hat  li^fWe  tbor  acre  pro* 
L  Badal  «m  aeon  bnltr  than  aaar  of  ner  aex  yet, 
bar  pnyen  we  beeid,  her  aAictioa  eoBpecaonated.  per 
aiah  Ailfillcd.    Hoa  Duty  ve  then  dosfair,  or  think  that  the 
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iiifinnitio  of  otir  niorUl  fntme,  acd  the  vinriilnen  tboy  bring, 
can  tlirov  &  barrier  between  il»  luid  uiir  G'kI  It  a  not  to  the 
righteous  kIouc  He  nwArilcth  mercy  ivii J  hyc.  but  to  the  cou- 
tnte  and  hninblc  spirit,  with  whom  the  "  High  imd  tloly  One 
who  inhabitoth  eternity  dclighu-th  to  dwell."  With  Buch 
ytix'h  wo  may  not  degpair,  wo  dar$  not  doubt,  but  we  are 
called  to  Him  08  little  onildren  sorrowing  to  bo  forgiven, 
in  the  fall  conaciousnees  how  deeply  we  ore  imtd. 

It  wu  aft«r  the  birth  of  Joaepii,  that  Jacob's  fourteen  yeara 
of  eerritade  being  completed,  he  said  unto  Laban,  "  Seiid  me 
ftvay  unto  mj  own  pUce.  aud  to  my  country.  Give  me  my 
wives  and  children  for  whom  I  have  served  thee,  aod  let  me 

Jo,  for  thoa  knoweet  the  service  irhich  1  have  done  thee, 
lod  Laban  said  unto  bim,  1  pray  thee,  if  !  have  found  faror 
in  thine  ev&s  tarry  ;  for  I  have  learned  by  experience,  tliat 
Hut  Lord  oath  blessed  me  for  thy  sake  :  and  he  sud.  Appoint 
me  tfay  wages,  and  I  will  ^ve  it.  And  he  said  unto  liim, 
Thooltnowest  how  I  liave  Kervcd  tlice,  and  how  thy  cattle 
was  with  me — for  it  waa  littlv  before  I  came,  utd  now  it  ia 
iocnaatd  into  a  tnidtitude,  and  the  Lortl  has  blessed  thee 
aiDoe  my  coming :  now  when  Mhnll  1  provide  for  mine  own 
bonse  also.  Saa  h«  said,  'Wliat  shall  1  give  tlieo  T  And 
Jacob  Eud,  Thou  eholt  not  giro  me  an^-  thing." 

And  that  ogTL'cmcnt  followed  which  has  most  untuatly 
exposed  Jacob  to  the  accusation  of  duplicity  aud  fraud.  It 
w  supposed,  that  his  plan  of  placing  trie  peeled  rods  in  the 
<lrinkiiig  troughs,  occasioned  the  greater  number  of  the  cattle 
to  be  "  riog-straked,  speckled,  and  spotted ;"  and  in  that 
manner  Lalmi  was  defrauded,  aud  Jacob  received  much  more 
tlian  his  due.  That  Jacob  refused  all  piJU  Irom  Laban. 
Kopeais  to  me  to  originate  in  the  ^ume  feehng  which  aotuatect 
Abraham  to  rcfuiie  gil^  from  the  king  of  Sodom,  "lert  he 
should  say,  I  have  made  Abraham  rich."  Depending  upon 
him  who  had  |iromided,  "  1  will  not  leave  thee  until  I  hare 
doDO  that  which  I  have  suoken  to  thee  of."  Jacob  neither 
could  nor  would  aooept  gifts  from  man,  prererring  to  work 
ttioudf,  and  leave  tlie  iitnie  in  the  handii  "f  (tod.  Aud  this 
Its  did,  and  Qod  bl^ised  him  with  riches  suHicieut  for  his  need. 
Can  it  be  Ripposed  for  one  moment^  after  mature  oonsidem> 
tion,  that  the  cattle  could  have  become  nng>stTaked,  spedtled 
ukI  ^tt«d,  wiitiuiit  the  immediate  n^ucy  of  Ood,  woo  bad 
dotermincd  thus  to  provide  for  His  bebeving  sorvut  T    Can  it 
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iTod  tlint  it  VM  in  the  poverof  BiAn.b)'  bowtrermblb 
n  *>i|H-(n«  111  Aiijx'nnMioi-,  to  crcAt«  avanfttvin  iW  cattle,  onleas 
tliu  li>>r>l  aLki  itiul  m  willed  it?     Lubm  diuI  not  bebaftd  u 

iimori'iiiily,  (ir  even  m  fkirly  by  his  nephew  u  his  fint  affee- 
loititU)  « iiltHiRin  niiitht  ImuI  ii»  to  mppose.  We  know  from  iha 
WonU  ttr  Jaiviti  hiniM-ir,  which  Lftbui  ihu  not  emtrajiet,  thttf 
"  itii!r|)t  t)in  Clixl  iif  my  rntiioTB  bad  been  with  me.  mrvly  thott 
llMiM  Diiw  M-iit  iiiu  Bun^  empty."  And  ir«  may,  therefore,  rest 
mKwIIt  OMilent,  that  in  the  affair  of  the  cattle  no  bUinc  g«d 
W  ftUMOMi)  to  jaoub.    He  wu  biit  a  secondary  cause,  wbon 

V  <  in  wvutil  lum  b««u  entirely  Tain  liad  it  not  been  blesMil 

,     <    RUcfiil. 

Itvoraaalnc  «»<«itinKl}'  >■>  uneh  oattle,  an<l  nuud-flerranti, 
aHi(  Mwn-wmtnta,  nix)  onui<-U,  and  a«c«,  the  wntth  and  envy 
nf  iMtwii'*  MMti  wem  exoit«d  towards  hini  And  he  saw  that 
tmlwiii'a  own  oooiitenaiice  was  not  towartU  htm  u  before— «ir- 
utiuurtauoe*  whioh  uusl  ban  eixvitvd  much  liumnn  anxiety  and 
lyitt  And  UtMi  it  was,  the  Lord  E.tid  unto  him,  "Return  nnto 
tkoUiiili^r  <hy  fittlien  and  thy  kindred,  and  I  will  be  with  theo." 
"  AihI  Jai'trb  M>ut  and  oallod  Bachel  and  Leah  to  tli«  fieJd 
Uiilo  hi»  tht«^k."  And  in  the  perfect  conGdenoe  of  love  and 
IW|WH>1,  iin|>«r((Hl  all  to  tli«m.     "  I  >e«  Tour  father's  connten- 

fiitou  it  Hill  lii«*n)i  Ul^  AS  before ;  but  tltc  God  of  my  fatbeis 
iH»  ttooti  with  in<>.  And  rr  know  that  with  all  my  power  I  have 
m»^f^  vi>ur  fnlltcr ;  aua  your  father  has  dect-ived  me,  and 
vhaiifwl  my  tiM**  t«u  times;  bat  Ood  aafltevd  liiin  not  to  hurt 

8ft  If  bo  wiitrthuai  Ilka  speckled  shall  bt  thy  wa^  then  all 
If  oattl*  ban*  iq^teUad  :  anJ  if  he  nid  thos.  The  nna-»tniked 
•kail  tw  thy  hin^  iKw  «U  (>)<■  i-attle  ban  ring-ctrakod.  Thu 
(M  k»a  mIm  atr«qr  hL  M«ti»  ^ftar/tUm;  md^mm  AUa 

nNn  ll  mnmIUm  to  ■•  ■•evliarb'  heantifiil  is  tlus  siaipW 
■dlHMl  tf  JmoK  <|«b«  SB  il  ii  to  bos  virca.  Not  a  word  of 
W|tfv<M>k  on  iWv  ftdhar  h«t  tha  ample  tnith— infinitely  wan 
ik«|«i<M>iw  of  Uta  «Mn(  ha  has  nfered  than  aay  twImm  or 
ihvwXivti  All  tiat  hM  Mi—j  U^  ha  tnea  ufcain^Ir  to 
a-t  T^-'-^>VorUs«(Ut«ss^ft«aithfMhtolhal8liiTaao 
v>i  '  i<waaadi«MiMM  %Km  tia  rercdiac  to  wmA 

(V).".'  .-..t.,«n,»^  l^baBV  rail  enid>Bl  to  his  aipbev.  aid  ia 

that  wwMWM  that  vNXMhMt  wwB  maiJii  mi  owamlad  \>j  tka 
»mi«l  lKa«  ««  eM  Van  W  ttia  Wn  MOitfsa  «r  tba  pniaai 
"'^^V^Hv     'iHiliMiHiil^iilfW^ifcwiii^liiH  iwil  mul 
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to  say,  itoompletolv ^Molvea  Jacob  from  all  fnwdalentdeKliDgi 
witli  bis  ancle,  wmle  it  reveals  tb&t  be  bitoKlf  wu  tb«  viclim 
d  deceit. 

Tbe  nuuidate  of  God  was  ia  Jacob'H  car,  luid  every  tmntiou 
of  hamanity  was  m^iu^  him  to  tarry  not,  but  to  flee  at  oiic& 
H«  had  domijiioii  over  all  liiit  liouaehold,  yet  lie  wnit«  to  impart 
Ilia  wishes  aud  bis  fears  to  lus  wives  :  lie  will  uake  no  slei)  iu 
ftrlvvnee  witbout  tbcir  cunoumjuoe  ;  thus  at  unoe  [iroving  liis 
love  aod  their  equality.  And,  witbout «  moment's  heatAtion, 
Kaebd  and  Lefth  answi^red  oiid  said  anto  bim,  "  U  tbeie  yet 
tnj  poctioD  or  iDhcritancc  for  as  in  our  father's  house  t  Are 
we  not  Mcoanted  of  him  lu  stntngeis  ?  for  he  hatb  sold  u^ 
and  huqaite  devoured  our  money.  For  all  the  riches  wbicb 
God  has  taken  from  mir  futber,  that  ts  our's  and  our  children 'a. 
Now  then,  whatsoever  God  liritb  uid  unto  thee  do." 

Different  as  the  siitters  vnnv  in  dispOGition,  and  placed  in  a 
ntnntion  most  Ukelr  to  cn-atu  discora  and  disunion,  yet  wlien 
tiio  intfirvets  of  a  beiovotl  hnsb&nd  are  at  stake  tbey  act  in  per^ 
foct  unity  and  love.  Tiicre  is  no  "mine  and  thine" — words 
how  often  fraogbt  with  discord — but  simply  "our*  »nd  our 
children's."  Scekiiic  even  to  reconcile  bim  yet  more  to  bis 
flight— enriched  as  be  was — by  stating'  the  simple  fact,  that 
Lsbon  had  6ul«d  in  his  duty  towards  them,  by  Kiving  them 
ndther  portion  nor  inheritance  ;  aud  by  havioL;  aold  tJiem  to 
Jacob  ior  fourteen  years  of  labour.  That  which  God  then 
had  marked  as  Jacob's  share  of  tlie  Hooks  and  herds,  was  but 
their  tight  and  their  children's. 

Yet  it  must  have  been  «  trial  to  both  sislers  to  remove  so 
hastily  and  unexpectedly  with  their  young  childicn  from  the 
borne  of  their  earlievt  ycara,  without  oven  bidding  (areweil  to 
the  parent  they  hod  loved  to  long,  to  th^  brothers  and  their 
fiiends,  to  Tentnre  on  a  strange  and  dangerous  track  to  a  land 
they  knew  not,  sarBtluit  it  was  far  away  from  their  childhood's 
homo.  W«  already  know  where  Le-^h  a  affliction  always  led 
her,  and  are,  tberuiore,  justified  in  believing  that  now,  as  before, 
myer  was  tbe  eooUier  of  her  oatural  sorrows,  and  her  c«n&- 
oenoc,  that  even  if  her  father  pursued  them,  he  would  not  be 
permitted  to  work  them  harm.  But  Kachel  could  not  thns 
realiM  the  ever  present,  ever  protecting  arm  of  the  Et«mal ; 
.  and,  w  before  she  bad  sought  human  means  to  further  ber 
fuMticat  wishes,  so  dow  does  she  bear  away  with  liL-r  secretly 
*'m  images  which  were  her  father's;"   supeisutiously  be- 
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Htfiag,  ueorditig  to  wut  oonmeaMhint  tbtt  fa^  hm— liJin 
tkMB,  LatMW  »i>d1i1  dtaooTcr  their  raola^  Mkd  w  b«  aaiUtd  la 
fallow  Mid  wrcat  ihvBL  It  is  MaiedT  poMibl*  to  pmm  iIm 
UMotjr  of  thtat  two  lutcti  wititoitt  Deng  rtrack  willi  the 
tnutifid  maty  Bad  tuniiMir  diipUmd  in  lorir  two  ebanetcs 
diitiiirt  from  finit  (o  liat,  tad  oA  piiitrtiiig  her  iadiridul 
fteoliuitMa  ^Vn*"  Hifc  ]IP^  h— Ifi  frl?^  wmmiag  tta 
attnetiOM  of  bemty  laa  TiTiatr  pjMitio  to  tff 
^ibniTTMA'a  pnc«  sxpudcd  inwardlj' sad  ^nfit 

Caraiog  li^ectioss  alwaya  stni&gcsrTroiD  neTcr  ti 
iau  called   for  and  appreciated  by  man.     Btji — 
gntavtir  acknowledgine  and  tclicTing,  tlie  blLMtn  , 

wbioh  told  her  of  an  nacQanging  Fiiciid  and  most  b!tM>-i  i<.'  •  u^ 
FB^er,  die  £aatid  in  nieb  bdief  etunigh,  andcoold  nalise  ood- 
tCDt  in  the  midst  of  trial,  happinceB  id  toe  midst  of  nic£  Sacb 
»  character  ai  Leah's,  from  the  time  aho  is  reroalM  to  w,  w 
pofectlr  free  from  all  wrooc  feelings  in  a  situatioo  so  Ukehr  t> 
excite  them,  k  not  natuial  to  woman  ;  and  we  may,  tfaenm^ 
infer  that  her  youth  had  bad  its  trials^  which  the  giaoe  of  God 
had  blewed,  in  maldiu  her  rite  from  them  the  goatM,  *™*"niia 
lofaUe  btiag  which  Hia  word  rwenLt. 

The  fiuilts  of  Baehcl  originated  in  the  rerjr  caoae  whiofa  Lad 
been  a  ehestening  to  her  sister.  Hrr  Trm  nnTTniminglnTrilin— . 
while  erer  the  theme  of  admiration  to  ber  fellows,  so  tBieed  bir 
in  her  own  estiiiutiiaD,  thai  it  was  difficult  to  kwc  bmrood  tUt 
world,  where  she  reigned  pie-efoiaeot,  to  another,  where  ahs^ 
in  all  her  beauty,  was  bat  an  alom^-«  craatnre  of  thv  daeL 
What  to  her  was  the  love  and  protectioa  of  an  InviaibU  bein^ 
when  ahe  was  so  surrooaded  l^  the  lore  and  carv  of  nan  T 
What  to  her  needed  the  tale  of  fatuie  happturss '  Was  ah* 
not  joyona  and  langhter-loring  the  lire-lone  day  i  With  power 
in  herself  to  bcod  all  hearts,  and  direct  oil  circumstuwes  to 
the  fnrthennee  of  ber  own  impetuous  will  t  Such  we  unit 
brieve  the  youth  of  Rachtl,  when  wo  see  hot  r«pinios  that 
children  were  granted  to  her  sister  aod  not  to  her.  WebelioU 
her  secretly  buiiog  aw»  the  gods  of  faer&tber — whether  frotn 
the  reason  meatiooed  Boore,  or  from  her  own  liimeriof;  belief 
in  tbeb  efficacy  and  power,  still  equally  repreheooUe  ia  the 
wife  of  Jacobk 

If,  indeed,  Rachel  sappoeed  that  in  remormg  the  images  she 
prevented  ber  father  from  discovering  their  route,  she  my 
Q>eedily  found  herself  mistaken.     Jacob  had  Molen  "awwy 
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onavrami  from  lobaii  the  Syrian,  io  that  lie  toM  liim  not  Uut 
he  RdA  ;  Ao  he  fled  with  all  that  he  had,  aod  he  rone  ap,  ami 
)iuaed  over  the  river,  and  Mt  his  face  towitrd  the  iii»uDt  tiilcad." 
And  there,  seven  daya  after  their  hasty  tlifihl,  Iinbon  ovL-rtook 
bim  with  &U  his  kindred,  aod  auflicieiit  follovrere  "to  do  tbeni 
hart,"  "Had  doC  the  God  of  your  father,"  he  mid,  "spake 
ttntfl  me  yMterniffht,  saying.  Take  Ukw  heed  that  tJion  epnk 
not  to  Jacob  gooil  or  bmi." 

AnJtiously  and  fviirfnlly,  acoording  to  their  dtfTcnot  chotko- 
ten,  mult  Lcali  nm)  Itin^hd  lutve  a«ai(e<l  the  iamv  of  the  con- 
ference. The  Dnmbrr  of  followeie  argued  ill ;  yet  the  notda  of 
Laban  were  at  first  but  mild  rcproacL  "  Wherefore  didst  thou 
flee  awajr  wcretly,  and  steal  avray  from  me,  and  did^t  not  tell 
me^  that  I  might  have  sent  thee  anay  with  mirth  and  intJi 
BOQgS,  vith  tabrct  nnd  nith  ham  :  and  hEtst  not  suffered  me  to 
Jdfls  mr  sons  and  daughtcra?  Tiiou  liast  done  foolishly  in  so 
doing.'" 

We  may  well  Bajrpoee  words  such  as  these  being  frsnght  with 
•elf-re|>roach  to  afiectionate  daughters,  that  they  had  indeed 
■0  left  tlieir  father.  To  Leah  his  next  words,  alluding  to  the 
"  God  of  thy  father,"  mint  have  been  partioulitrly  and  gmt^ 
fatly  aoothing.  He  to  whom  she  prayed  was  ii)dt\-d  uvur  roaud 
them,  tnming  anide  the  wrath  of  men,  forliidditig  him  to  arouse 
wrath  by  "  spnkiiig  cither  bad  or  good."  Holy  writ  doea  not 
indeed  t«U  us,  that  Lmh  pmyeil  in  tJiia  iBstanco ;  but  shi;  who 
mlcomed  tiie  birth  of  every  child  with  prayernud  thankagiving 
—who  in  no  inetanoe  had  ivominw  to  her  father's  gu(l»— was 
not  likely  to  forget  hi-r  liusband's  God  whcji  Ins  prtitMtioo  was 
eo  needed.  Wc  may  )«  pi-raiittcd  to  belieru  !«hc  pniycd  ;  bimI 
can  we  not  imagine  the  Icrroiir  of  her  grateful  thankqgivt: 
when  she  beard  such  words  from  her  fatlier  ?  And  we  may  i 
experience  this.  There  is  not  one  who  has  addnssed  the  Lord 
in  prayer,  the  daily  prayer  for  all  things,  who  can  say  he  has 
haa  no  answer.  And  0,  nho  would  not  realise  the  gloiiiDg  of 
the  heart — ^the  bant  of  thanksgiving  wbicH  filU  it — when  we 
trace  hia  hand  in  the  dnity  events  of  life,  and  feel  that  that 
which  we  have  asked  for  }Ie  has  given  ?  But  to  realise  this, 
we  most  come  to  him  in  all  thin^^  We  must  pray  to  Hun 
in  oar  hearts  as  well  a^irithourliits;  we  must  lAiiut  individiul 
ynyer  as  well  as  tbo^e  public  petitions  fraued  for  us.  We  must 
n  iti  the  oonatont  WhI  «f  tracing  all  tluugs  to  His  almigh^ 
tuid,  ud  beiteve  that  His  love  is  as  deep,  as  pitying,  for  us 
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M  fa*  Ae  wlf-Brtai.  aat  th» 
JwdM.    INdwbatdo 
mJJJwi^  aad  gnd;  ud  joy, 

IMm  uTmS!'  Thn.  oh  I  hov 
■^  by  rttbhoMmg  fa»  Hin  tlte 
fMnrtopiBt,  tfia  •ociowb  vhidi  B* 
■dlufaittobflT 

Ob  Baebtraeu  the  words  vbidt  fiHed  Imt  Mtar*!  bent  «ith 
<■»■<  UttiilrfBliiWB  Mart  h«w  Mlea  lirth  WrfrH.  wMe  tbow 
vbidi  ibUoMd  tbn.  vtteily  tM-wmgli  to  Lnb,  nnM  fasn 
bMn  fratt^  to  har  wish  the  wildcat  Unv.  fiaaifaOr  iacwaaiJ 
W  tba  tHtaat  mmm  ot  her  hnibaad :— "And  oow,  thoa^ 
tDoa  woaUit  aeede  he  fooe,  beoraae  tboa  sore  loDgeait 
afUr  thy  btWa  boose,  yet  wherefore  hut  tboa  fwlea  tay 
gurla?  And  JKobaanreredaadMidtiDniilytoLabaa'apre- 
viaa*  wordi  of  Kfvoachl  BeoaoM  I  wm  aatU,  lor  I  nid, 
yitadnetve  thoa  woal&  take  W  'one  thy  dawhten  fnaa 
•c."  Ajtd  then,  with  regard  to  the  lut  aeeasatiOB ;  "  With 
whoauoerer  tboa  fiadcat  thy  gods  l«t  hira  sot  ttre  BeAnv  nor 
brethrea  dboorer  what  is  thiac  aad  take  it  to  tbe&  Vat 
Jacob  knew  eot  that  Bachrl  had  etolen  them." 

That  ibe  bad  ooooealed  the  theft  from  har  hatbaad  pntai 
at  ocioe  that  aba  knew  the  feelings  dictating  it  were  wroitf,  yet 
bad  am  cuScient  moral  coaiage  to  resiet  them.  Aoa  now 
what  must  have  been  her  tenon  J  Not  only  was  the  plan 
wliieb  aha  had  adopted  to  prevent  a  boEtile  meeting  between 
kr  father  and  husband  apparently  aboat  to  be  the  rery  meaaa 
•f  diaaCTMJOB,  but  if  diaooveied,  Jacob's  own  IJpi  had  pro- 
WMOoed  her  death  doom.  We  know  not  if  in  tbe  patriuehal 
tunea  death  waa  onully  Che  pm^ahment  awarded  to  crinunala 
eotavictwl  of  theft :  bat  it  is  evident  that  Jacob  felly  intended 
the  criminal  i  n  hts  nouwluitd  to  aoSer  even  death  for  bis  offtnoe, 
by  the  aacred  historian  so  expTMly  deduiog  that  "Jacob 

tlnownottbatRacbelhadBtoteBtbetB."    How  coald  he  aospeot 

lib*  wife  of  his  boeom— bis  best  beloved— of  such  theft  as  might 

'iUoKwt  convict  her  of  idolatry. 

Little  did  be  draam  wltoin  he  waa  oondetniuns,  or  the 
■aiamr  he  woold  have  drawn  upon  hinuelt  had  not  the  God 

r  "u*  had  promised  to  bring  him  to  his  father's  borne  in  peace, 
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Iwnt  intoipoMd,  mi  mved  both  liiio,  and  for  hU  sake,  and  the 
salce  of  Hu  owa  great  niunc,  th«  faulty  UacIkL 

Yot  during  tlio  pvriod  of  Liibiui's  search  for  the  inugee,  tUl 
the  danger  uf  discovery  wu  quite  post,  bow  terrible  most 
have  been  her  alarm,  and  how  painful  her  emotiona  ?  How 
dlffcrant  from  the  meek  quietude  of  a  holv  spirit,  at  peoca 
with  itself  and  Its  God,  which  throughout  this  interview  waa 
Leah's  ?  Yet  no  doubt,  true  to  the  contraiieties  of  imperfect 
hniBBiuty,  vhen  discoTeiy  was  averted,  and  Labau  found  not 
thegoda,  Rachel  only  felt  penetrated  with  pious  gratitude,  and 
Ksolred  to  keep  her  fault  more  strictly  ^ent  from  her  Luaband 
than  erer.  Some  couimeutatcire,  I  believe,  accuse  her  of  an 
incllDatlon  to,  if  not  of  direct,  idolatry;  but  we  do  not  ttiink 
tliat  Holy  Writ  sutficiciitJy  autlioriiies  snob  a  charge.  Sapcr> 
Btitiuii,  the  remains  of  cliiidhuod's  talea,  which  urged  her  to 
the  source  of  acting  with  regard  to  the  inaget  alrciuly  dilated 
opgn.  b  not  In  the  !ca«t  incompatible  with  her  recDgnilioD  of, 
and  belief  in,  Jacob's  Qod,  even  though  the  imogitt  mn^nea 
with  her  until  Jacob  bode  them  "  put  away  the  strance  gods 
that  wrre  amongst  them,"  nuarlr  seven  years  aftcrwarda.  Aa 
bis  hooeeiiold  consisted  only  of  tnose  who  had  lived  with  Laban. 
bo  might  rasily  have  supposed  the  strange  gods  theirs,  and 
Bachelhad  thu£  an  opportunity  of  redgning  them,  without 
causing  her  husband  the  suffering  it  would  have  been,  to 
suspect  her  of  having  either  stolen  them  at  first,  or  harboured 
them  BO  long. 

There  is  something  very  beautiful  in  Laban's  parting  care 
c^  his  daughters,  when  the  eomewliat  warm  recrimination 
between  himself  and  Jncob  waa  at  an  end.  The  heap  of  stones 
wit  raised  by  all  who  hiul  ini;t  in  wrath,  proving  their  reunioD 
bj  their  united  labour,  nnd  the  fca.tt  which  all  shared  in  har- 
mony when  the  work  was  concludt^d.  "  And  Laban  said, 
This  heap  is  a  vitneis  between  mc  and  thee.  Therefore  was 
tbe  name  of  it  called  Gilead  and  Mizpab,  for  lie  mud.  The 
LoBD  watch  between  mo  and  thee,  when  we  are  absent  one 
from  another.  J(f  thou  ihatt  afflict  my  daagkteri,  or  if  thott 
thalt  tai*  wive*  ivtide  mg  daugKUn  (though  no  man  is  with 
ns),  see  God  Is  witness  betwixt  me  and  thee.  This  heap  be  my 
mtoeee,  and  this  pillar  be  my  witness,  that  I  will  not  pass 
over  this  heap  to  tttee,  and  thou  shalt  not  pass  over  this  heap 
and  this  pillar  unto  me  for  harm.  The  God  of  Abraham,  and 
the  God  of  Nahor,  and  tbe  Qod  of  thy  father  judge  betwixt 
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to  M(  bad  i  Md  t^  £d  ^ 
tbwissL    Aad  entr  b  liM 

luaad  Ui  CM*  (Le.  41— ilwiiii)  jad 

thas  ;  ud  L*bH  dcpvtcd,  aad  nttnad  wli  Ua  ]. 

IVw  vcn  «Bp7  fcdnga  alned  aad  MsAad  bri 
■wtil  rfSum  WUC  to  titt  «mi  af  t^  one; ! 
dM^Mn  «f  tbt  otfav,  bov  tkrioe  tlfJ  BMl  bftra  f 
fitoDcfflhtioB  vineb  gsve  tliOB  antn  !&•  dnr  |uiQv  1 
fatb«'»  briag  Um  ud  putng  tfuMJag.  W«  biaa  too^  froB' 
Una  itrnpU  nanathv,  t^  «m  in  tbe  &■!  •  — Myitpitj.  ,^ 
vim  wm  dcekUdb  >«<  Uwfiil, ud  tki*  Ufau  iiimmIhiiiI  tfca 
nf^  of  kia  daw^ten  wooU  Iw  iofriiyid,  ud  ao  mO  ^ob 
hm  to  aoaw  winrd  in  tliatr  ddaoM^  «f^  to  fanak  Uh 
wraoiiit  of  ptoBfc  did  Jacob  tal»  aar  oUmt  wi*a.  Hnnaa 
aateit  ii  indeed  tM  auM  is  aU  igw— fa- aa  Uao  apake  to 
Jtoob  Uwttaapda  and  thoModi  cf  yewagixao  waild  >  fatiwr 
KW.  Am  tnilj  a>  tlw  Bibb  nrcali  the  tnith.  Oe  bcMf 
Um  toadcnuaa  oS  God — so  tnly  doea  it  teveal  aad 
atcry  «tiKrUi>a  of  tbe  huaan  beait. 

Am  ovr  Uak  ia  a  reeoid  ottlj  of  Leah  the  -miSe  of  Jacob,  w* 
■flit  pas  ^itJjr  onr  the  erenU  of  tbe  mxiL  and  zxxiii. 
dwptaB  of  Chocns,  wbich  btloog  exdiuaTeljr  to  the  hisUay  of 
tba  patriarch  hiioaelt  IV  wnub  of  mas  wh  afiain  tanied 
■aide,  and  the  bkanng  of  the  Lord  made  Jacob  at  peace  ami 
witb  hia  biother  Eaaa.  Hia  doobu  and  lean  whtcb  niMl 
have  extended  painfolly  to  the  wealcer  oatOR  of  hit  wire*,  al 
Bewa  of  Emv'i  anned  approach  wen  rabdaod  by  the  influence 
of  hia  pnfer,  and  the  long  aepanted  brothtn  met  in  mntual 
ttadetscai  and  love.  Tuy  did  not,  howerer,  long  mnain 
tegatber.  Jacob  and  his  umiljr  piooeodad  to  Sooooth,  and 
then  to  Sliechem.  when  be  "  bou^t  a  paroal  of  a  field."  alter 
erecting  hi*  teota^  and  "built  there  &a  attar,"  and  there 
remaiurd,  till  oomnanded  bv  tiie  Lord  to  "  azise  and  go  to 
Bethel." 

The  (MTiod  of  these  eojoonings  between  bis  departure  from 
Podan-Anitn,  to  his  proceeding  to  BetheL  tnnat  have  been  full 
seven  voan.  Tbo  then  tender  ages  of  hia  yooiieer  children, 
and  tlie  number  of  hia  Socio  and  berdi,  ia  all  probubility 
prompted  him  to  settle  his  redidence  in  the  fint  oouretueut 
•pot  tn  the  land  of  Canaan.     It  uppeara  atnnge  that  he  did 
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not  ptireiu  bis  way  witfaout  my  pauw  to  bis  Other's  honm ; 
but  It  is  one  of  those  gubjeote  on  which  tho  void  of  God  cires 
IBS  no  infomution.  and,  tliorefure,  may  be  disminMd  witnoot 
waatin^  tine  and  thoucht  on  what  can  be  ouly  speculation. 
At  Shecbein,  Leab  must  Itave  encountered  indeed  a  fiery  trial 
in  the  insult  offered  to  bci  daaghter,  and  the  Kui'ty  conduct 
cf  ber  aoDs — Simeon  and  Levi.  Ueie,  as  elsewhere,  Jacob  iraa 
jmnelMd  by  (Uetptuw,  caasiD^  fear  and  trouble,  as  be  justly 
■ays :  "  Ye  have  troubled  me  to  make  me  to  aluile  among  toe 
huutlutants  of  the  land,  among  the  Canaanitea  and  ferimto^ 
Mid  1  baiiig  few  in  nuntbor.  they  shall  K^thor  themselvea  aoainit 
nf,andMlaym>e,  nnd  1  lUisllbudi^truyi'd,  I  and  my  honswold." 

But  ttioogh,  pouuiwd  for  the  aia  of  hi.t  youth  by  mort*! 
•iui«tin  and  fear*  continuaUy  darlceuiiig  iiri>un<l  bim— the 
God  of  his  tatiusT  AhTithiim,  mindful  of  hh  t;racioiu  proniae  to 
that  holy  man.  Mill  trutcUcd  over  Jacob,  nod  relieved  him 
from  threatening  danger  by  commanding  him  to  go  to  Bvtliel 
Aod  build  an  allnr  thurc.  The  pDtnnrch  without  hentatioa 
obeyed— fint  pnrifyitig  his  household  of  all  stiaDgc  goda ;  and 
when  "  they  jouraoycd.  tho  tenor  of  God  was  upon  the  cities 
that  were  round  about  thorn,  and  they  did  not  pursno  ailerthe 
wna  of  Jacob."  Then,  as  now,  punishment  fell  not  at  once 
vput  the  sintiing  ones.  They  vere  preserved  to  work  out  their 
OVB  chastisement  in  furtiienng  the  will  of  their  Gad. 

Ac  Bethel,  God  again  appeamd  unto  the  patriarch,  and  not 
only  reiterated  the  promise  made  to  his  f&thera  and  himself, 
bat  ooofirmed  the  cliatiK^  of  name  from  Jacob  to  l^acl ;  that 
holy  and  bleteed  name  woich  was  to  deitcend  through  thousands 
•nd  thousands  of  agea,  aaaooiated  for  avu  witii  the  mercy  and 
tlw  lore  and  the  giiiry  of  tin-  Lorrl — given  by  the  Btenial ;  a 
mark  of  es{iecial  favor  from  the  King  of  kin^,  exprening  that 
Prinoe  our  father  Jacob  had  power  with  God  and  with 
I,  and  had  prevailed.  Is  ther«,  can  there  be  one  amongst 
dcMoendant*  of  this  prince  of  God's  creating,  ashamed  of 

le  name  he  bean.     Should  it  not  be  our  glory,  our  prido— 

which  no  peiBocution,  no  injury,  no  wrong  can  rob  us  t 
Does  nut  its  very  sound  teem  witD  the  wondrous  mcrciee  of  tlie 
tmst— with  tbc  truth,  the  unanswerable  tmtli  of  revelatioDt 
Wltat  bcomer,  what  sceptic  «an  point  the  fingvr  nf  donbt  or 
drnial  at  the  Bible — whtl«  that  name  is  yet  hcanl  in  erery 
Corner  of  the  globe,  bom^t  by  tlic  very  deflcmdnnt«  "i  him,  to 
whom  by  God  aimsolf  it  was  bestowed.     The  watchword,  the 
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Uwl— 4lw  MM  or  mvmm  wke  CmIi  ihiMt  to  al  UbhV  «r 
lM4n.,  AiMiii  toon  mpan  bis  Ood.  ChMnd  ad  wohd  ly 
itiU  rMMH<l  biaHinfr  of  God.  Jicob  pnwMiUI  w  In  jouaer, 

ftil- <"  *')a(hMua  in  the  dinccion  of  Mitb.  wbm  Imb 

til  "'n  wiu. 

i,]4.'F.i.  »iMiiowlrr«M]Md,wheotluaBddeiiiniie«of  BacW 
MitiiiwIUI  titii  wlialo  mvk1ou«  to  hmit— Mtd  Jtoob  most  han 
jaliil'l  with  InniprKMibla  ugnUi,  bit  beat  bdored  wife  urn 
Ritiii  lilin.  Hi:  Dtii  wry  monoDt  ibe  had  bneaMd  hia  joy  ud 
ItiK  iiwti  )iy  nivins  lurth  to  »  Meoad  bod.  Whan  in  the  nidat 
«il  liixlily  mill  iniifiUl  anguiab,  ahe  called  hia  Dame  BeDoni,  aon 
u(  Ml)'  ■.iitKiw.  illit  kha  tnink  of  her  own  impaticDt  wotda— 

"il..t iliililiiin,  iir  elao  t  die  I"  and  feel  that  it  wtmld  hara 

U  lot  1ii>r  III  )mv«i  wnitod  for  the  LurdI     How  ma^ 

M>  ...  I  I  Kiii>ii|ili  (or  UH  to  benefit  by  llie  noord  vouct- 
4i|l4  wi^l  Ilia  will  ia  baiter  than  our  own— «nd  in  inp*- 
ttnifMrHi  loDfinCB  for  bleMingH  Rranted  to  another,  we  a»j 
Vtt»M,  Mtnl  itMnTB  wa  nry  fufilmont  of  the  w'ah,  the  punisk- 

lUHkaliNKiiii'lMfil  no  tuuU  in  wislitnj;  for  a  child— her  tucit 

kw  )••*<>  '"""  '""'  iU  aubaciiuaat  discuDte&t      Yean  had 

(fBliwiV  Mi>  ^  llaoliMiof  DMTOBtJeffidiscanteQt  Diay  haVB 

M*>)  n\m  !•■•  • '.  but  nolftom  lliawlKHiiaJke  had  by  want 

HI  iMU  ait'l  KMlitwIa  tifftaded.  In  IIi»  infinite  mercj  H« 
M«*%«s  lltt  tt)>MiKl.  tist  H«  oaUad  her  to  Himsi^  oe  the  eril 
MW'*  t><tt^Vi  «Md  tiM  lirJMTffd  oaa  «ns  anU  by  his  hfelhieo,  and 
[  Iwyt  y«an  as  dead.  U«  saved  the  uollMr 
lHit»  lit  Hi»iiMlie«  lixnKfa  Wand  bnto 
'  ilwlilii  V  an  <aihr  and  fabfal  dart^ 
I UM^  Hy^Nt  wiMMMfaa  «f  aMil  aM  My  vhidi  buMK 

.•v>^W*g.a<Mafc»wi— >>  iirirtMBdifca  ■■At 
4m*  4a»wriini>1iimy 
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blonngl  of  BDotber  t  Will  it  not  bid  ua  bovan  of  seeking 
Mgbt  of  sood  onlr  beoauae  it  belonga  to  t  oomponion,  or  be- 
eauae  we  Unoy  m  b&re  eqii&l  right  to  ita  possMKiOR,  by  t)i« 
lOMOD  tlut,  trea  ven  it  otira,  «c  might  hare  no  [loiTcr  to  enjoy 
it?  DMth,  indeed,  may  not  come  betnecn  us  nod  its  cnjoy- 
nwnt ;  but  that  which  we  have  coveted  lose*  its  vtlue  th« 
BUHDcnt  we  |>a«tcM  it.  Will  Dot  the  wiLrm  yoane  liMrt  shrink 
tnm  the  Von-  uiUdpati»n  of  the  sio  tamavls  God  uid  nua 
which  dttoootcDt  may  bring  ?  Lot  n»  thiok  more  of  our  sor- 
Vmrina  Knd  aiBicted  follovi-crcnture^,  and  /iju  of  thost  mor« 
lilMira  in  outwKrd  seeming'  Did  wo  think  nii  the  bneavecl. 
the  phyBiaUlr  afflietvd,  too  poor,  how  could  wc  still  rvtoio 
discontent  or  our  own  lot.  ur  envy  of  oar  follow-ereatom  I 
And  0  I  if  no  other  roasoning  will  avnii.  lot  us  remomber.  oar 
God  IB  not  only  %  merciful  lender  father,  but  a  just  and  jealooa 
God,  who  will  one  day,  wo  know  not  when  or  how,  call  uwrn 
us  to  render  an  acoount  of  the  ble^n^  He  haa  given  ;  ana  if 
«a  know  them  notj  haw  m&y  we  auswer  ?  Long  yeare  had 
pMsed  since  Rachel  s  ofience,  yet  He  who  slumbeieth  not  nor 
■lecpeth,  chastised  it  in  tha  very  hour  that  the  wish  which 
OBUBed  it  was  fulfilled. 

It  may  bo  asked  (as  in  .limilar  casw  of  bereavcmntt  H,  alas, 
often  u),  "  Why,  granting  that  the  lot  of  the  departed  is 
lednen,  doee  the  God  of  love  M  afflict  the  survivors  ?  Why 
He  OMiM  sudi  itep  gri«f  to  his  favoured  semmt  Jacob  ? 
Beeuw  God  loved  him ;  becaaso  His  omaiscicooo  bad  seen, 
thftt  Raohel  might  come  between  Jacob's  heart  lud  hit  God ; 
because  ho  wonld  iliMnongtrnto  to  futurity  that  to  poaess  Hia 
favoor,  Mis  blcsnn^,  do(*  not  in  nny  manner  UDftocipate  us 
bom  trial  ud  suffering  in  this  world ;  bocaiue  Ho  wrmld  lift 
■p  our  aBectioDS  from  the  nanxiw  limit:!  of  this  world.  He  would 
make  His  heaven  a  dearer  home  than  our  earth,  lie  would 
people  it  with  the  immortal  epirite  of  those  we  have  loved  on 
earth,  that  we  may  look  upon  it  no  longer  as  a  strange  land  : 
but  as  the  beautiful  country  where  our  Woved  are  gone,  ana 
«h«r«  wo  shall  follow.  This  is  wherefore  He  bereares,  and 
therefore  even  in  bereavement  there  is  love. 

There  »  no  mention  of  Jacob's  grief;  yet  in  the  very  silence 
of  Scripture,  in  some  points,  there  is  eloquence,  home  out,  as 
in  this  case  it  i»,  by  the  deep  love  be  bore  towards  Jo<cph  and 
Benjamin.  What  cah  more  ezquisicel^r  expreae  the  intensity  of 
that  love,  than  when  entreated  by  hu  bom  to  let  Benjamin 
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bd,  nhioh  tbc  word  of  God  contains,  as  a  mere  reUtion, 
coQceming  an  ag«  so  long  past  as  to  a|>peaT  almost  fabuloiu 
wad  obsolete  1  Shall  vo  not  rather  take  it  to  our  hearts,  and, 
ummuo  of  Isnel,  feel  it  is  of  oar  own  aHc«ttrv  we  read? 
Sball  we  not  eniaUte  tlie  nmch  emluniig  piety  of  Leah;  and 
ID  all  oar  afiliction»^-«reD  in  that  of  a  lone  and  unloved  heart 
— tum  to  her  Ood,  and  i;miilati!  her  rejoicing  acknowledgment 
of  UeaBiDgB  at  his  hand  ?  ijhiii!  va  not  take  naming  of  the 
loTcdand  lovely  H:iohi:l,  and  It^ul  that  neithiir  beauty  nor  lore 
— ^hedenTi»t  love  iif  ijiiiii — citii  ulf'ird  m  ImppLness  and  joy, 
nnleM  both  arc  traccl  u>,  and  lii-l.l  from,  the  grace  of  God  1 
That  not  in  outwanl  uttniction — nut  •jve.n  in  human  love — can 
bleMednefB  exiA,  anlctu  the  vital  «parl(,  to  give  them  rest  and 
life  and  continuance,  bath  dwelling  vrUhin,  to  lift  up  the  whole 
eoul  to  God.  0  better— (ar  better — homdincw  of  form  and 
£ico,  with  a  gnilelcffi  contented  heart  Bettei^-far  bottei^-a 
beart  deaolate  of  earthly  B>-mpathy,  with  the  love  of  our  Father 
in  beaven,  than  b^uty  and  grace  and  bumaa  love  the  fullest, 
dearest,  combined  with  every  worldly  bleasing — if  theee  be 
Ktffioient  for  our  need,  and  we  pass  tbrough  life  without  om- 
tboaglit  of  God 
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BOTPTIAS  CAPTIVITT  ASD  JOOHRBBD. 

Wb  are  now  to  coiiuaatce  the  second  period  of  our  histoir — 
an  intcTvaL  diSoriiw  materially  from  Uiat  which  w«nt  bi-joro, 
and  from  ttut  which  will  nuooecd  it,  jet  of  viljil  importanc* 
to  the  vomcD  of  Israel.  Their  st&tiaa  is  do  longer  to  depend 
upon  the  chnngM  of  time  and  tt«t«s.  The  [>r<(t<ction,  ten- 
deness,  reverence,  and  support,  which,  in  their  rmricd  rvlntiona 
of  life,  they  bo  impcratiTd^-  uuuil,  no  longer  rot  on  th«  will 
of  man  alone  :  the  God  oi  Abraltam  proclaims  Himself  their 
Guardian  and  their  FaUicr,  and.  by  mnumciublo  statutes  in 
His  Holy  Iiaw,  provides  for  their  temporal  and  eternal  veUus 
equally  with  that  of  man. 

The  mother,  the  wife,  the  daughter,  the  mtud-servaot,  the 
widow,  and  toe  fatherlees — ^for  each  and  all.  Hie  lore  and 
SMCCjr  so  pjDTided,  that  eveiy  social  and  domestio  duty  became 
obedienoe  nnto  Him,  and  woman  was  thos  raised  to  tliat  rack 
ID  the  scale  of  intellectual  and  immortal  beinj^  by  the  ordi> 
nanee  of  God,  from  which  her  weakness  of  frame  and  geotla 
delioaoT  of  mind  would,  had  ahe  depended  on  man's  judgment 
alone,  nave  entirely  dt^privc^d  her. 

For  the  women  of  Urael  were  those  laws  issued  which  wer« 
to  guard  the  innocence,  purity,  honour,  and  welWoing  of 
woman  in  geiit^ral thmnghout  the  world;  for,  howerer  oilier 
revelations  may  pruf««s  to  be  the  first  and  pur««t.  however 
the  smile  of  econi  and  unbelief  may  attend  the  mention  of 
the  JcwUh  dispensation  in  conjunction  with  woman,  the  truth 
roDtaiiu  the  same,  that  as  from  that  law  evenr  other  spning, 
BO  from  that  law  does  woman  in  every  age,  cume,  rank,  and 
"><■•  receive  her  gnardiatiship  on  earth,  and  hope  of  hearai. 
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^ut  this  UBorUon  wilt  meet  with  eoom  aoi  deiu^  on  all 
,  we  belwre— perchjom  tna  from  those  wliom  natiotiality 
ud  dntj  both,  should  woum  to  its  defence.  Yet  finnir  uul 
Doheatatinsly  w«  retain  th«  po«ition  wu  hnvc  adraocM,  pre- 
Mred  to  deiotid  it  from  the  wimc  blessed  Book  od  which  it  ia 
fuunti«d — the  Word  of  6o<l.  Much  has  been  said  of  the 
wide  distinction  between  ancient  and  modern  Judoiam,  of 
Tolmnilieal  pcrvordons  of  Holy  Writ,  of  Jewish  degradatioa 
of  womao,  and  a  melancholy  list  of  similar  occoaationa. 
yfidi  thom  we  neither  have  nor  int«nd  to  have  anythlug  to 
do,  save  boldly  to  assert,  that  ii'  there  be  thia  wide  £atinctioD 
between  ancient  and  modern  Judaism — uf  customs  aud  Um 
dcro^tory  to  God's  cbangel&w  truth,  and  oontrary  to  Hb 
holj  Woio,  have  crept  iu  amongst  us — the  dark  and  bloody 
«na  ol  poraecu^on  are  at  fault,  not  the  ancit-nt  father),  who 
loMV  hov  to  4ie  fur  their  faith,  but  not  to  sully  or  degrade  it. 
And  it  behoves  us,  ia  tliia  l)l«aed  ue  of  peace  and  this  laud 
of  freedom,  to  prove  tlie  fii!.-«ity  oi  the  caar)!c,  to  awake  aud 
manifest  to  all  moo,  that  the  rcll^on  of  the  Jow  is  the  icUgiOD 
of  Jioaee,  as  given  by  tli«  Lonl ;  and  that  */  laws  have  eirept 
IB  eentrory  to  the  spirit  and  the  ordinancea  of  Uia  word,  they 
are  nof  Judusm,  but  the  njmnants  of  an  age  of  barbarism 
tod  darkness,  when  tliat  Pure  and  hol^  word  waa  almost  death 
to  read.  Oh  I  why  hoa  nut  Israel  joined  heart  and  hand  io 
this  holy  cause !  Why  has  be  not  borne,  in  ohsrity  aod 
patience,  with  those  who  dtd'er  from  him  in  minor  poinU,  and 
thuu^ht  only  how,  by  anion,  harmony,  and  love,  he  could 
exalt  Ilia  nation  and  lua  f^th  in  the  ai^^Ut  of  the  Qentile 
irorltt,  Audprc/M  that,  houevur  close  and  biudini;  may  be  the 
casket,  tile  jewel  it  enahrinea  is  still  the  revelation  of  the 
Lonl,  the  rcliifion  of  the  Bible  1 

But  our  T>reseDt  ta»tlc  Um  not  to  do  with  the  nation  aod 
Jadkism  at  krffe ;  it  w  niiupiy  b*  prove  to  the  women  of  Israel 
their  position  in  the  si^'ht  of  God,  and  their  dutjea  towards 
BUS.  The  intricacies  of  the  taw,  aa  commented  upon  and 
explained  by  our  ancient  lathent,  are  not  for  u«.  Woman 
needs  only  comfort,  strength,  aud  guidance,  so  simplv  yet » 
dearly  given,  that  a  little  child  may  read  and  uuderstand 
tben  ;  aod  these  are  onis,  idike  in  Che  records  of  our  fetoale 
anoestors  and  in  the  precepts  ui'  the  Lord. 

Hitherto  we  have  been  rejpirding  Ills  love,  mercy,  and 
ju«Uc«j  a*  manifested  to  individuals ;  deriving  leaaoos  ttom 


tob 

fawd  as  a  Moof  ibiB 

thcLonl,  W^  thettiT 


m  o«r  Wftitiiy — lbs  oeaaliaa  m 

osr  Qgb  Pnrt; 

neitbr 

fint4>am 

Hia.  nd 

hHid,  innn—innifi»1.  and  ■nnrared,  a  a  wffidartlr 


JOCniBKD.  137 

viadng  aniwer.  iRrael  is  iww,  and  baa  been  for  eiftliteeu 
hundred  yean,  M  he  wu  in  Enjiit,  with  the  sole  diSereoc* 
that  Uwrv  w«  were  not  the  wittires  of  the  Lord  aa  ve  at 
BOW ;  nor  h*d  ir«  then  a  law  to  guide  ub,  and  by  obedieoce 
proTe  repentance.  We  are  now  fullilUnK  the  pmphecy ,  that 
Imcl  shall  abide  many  days  without  priest  or  sacrifioe,' 
etc.  (Hoeea  iii.  4)  ;  but  the  same  blcatied  wonl  which  foreteUa 
this,  UTi  not  one  word  of  onr  b^n^c  utterly  cast  off,  bat 
lepeatooly  enforces  the  divine  «oniio)ation,  that  we  liave  but 
to  07  unto  the  Lord,  even  from  tlie  lands  of  our  ca]>tivitr,  to 
be  beaid  mkI  ootapaMioDattsd  as  we  were  in  E(cn>t  We  have 
BO  need  of  saerificc,  when  God  Himaelf  omaiued  that  it 
•hoold  cesM  ;  nor  can  vm  liave  the  head  of  the  nation,  alike 
of  it»  niifioufl,  civil,  and  even  military  divisians,  while  soat- 
tered  in  every  qoarter  of  lite  gli>be.  Were  we  to  a«oept  Jenw 
in  Ida  bletklca  coaractcr  of  socrilioe,  atoner,  tod  high  piieat, 
tlie  propbocius  would  all  rcmikin  wnfullilled ;  aa  wo  abotild 
still  poRHwa  all  then,  instead  oi  being,  m  the  jinphet  bo  ex- 
pwngr  declared,  deprived  during  our  captivity  of  "king, 
prince,  atciifice,  image,  cpliod,  and  tcraphim  "  (Hoeeu  iij.  4). 

To  Isml  in  E^^rpt  they  were  not  given  ;  to  Israel  in  hvr 
Icugthsiied  captivity  they  have  ocae«d,  until  she  be  purifii^tl 
and  chatteood  nifficieat^  to  receive  once  again  the  visible 
manifestation  of  the  Lord's  acceptance,  their  coustanl  atten- 
dant, and  which  was  forfiitcd  by  our  lebeilioD.  Yetstil),  even 
OS  in  Seypt,  we  are  the  firec-boru  of  the  Lord,  and  have, 
nationally  and  individually,  equal  access  to  Uis  compasdon- 
atinglove. 

A  new  kbg  had  arisen  in  Egypt;  one  who  knew  not  Joeeph, 
and  saw  only  in  the  laraehtes,  a  people  hannlees  indeed  in 
ein}do7iii«ote  and  pursuits,  but  aumeiently -mighty  in  numbers 
to  arouse  the  jeslous  fears  of  tyTanny :  and  tlie  conimandmeDt 
went  forth  to  afflict  them,  by  weighty  tasks  and  heavy  burdeitt. 
But  the  more  they  afilicted  th«Qi,  the  more  th^-y  multiplied 
and  grew;  and  in  consequence,  heavier  and  heavier  grew  their 
afflictions,  till  at  leiiKth  the  fatal  command  vnjt  given  to 
deBtnr  every  autle  child  at  iU  birth.  Yet  even  thin  was  over- 
ruled by  a  merciful  God.  The  hearw  of  the  women  designed 
for  this  iKU-barous  ofiioe  were  in  His  hand,  mid  He  so  softened 
Hiem  into  tendCTiiexi  .-ind  oompatNon  that  the  innocent  babes 
were  saved  by  the  very  mvans  adopted  for  their  destruction. 
Finding  thit  tdkeoie  nuuvoiling,  Pharoah  iaisued  another  com- 
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mm4  *)*■  ^^  ^^"^  ^  ^"*^  ^"^ ''  Mened  not  in  the  pover 
^i^M  **  »nde  ct  ooant«nct  it  Ai>d  in  the  pow«r  of  man 
ft  w^  aol ;  God  alone  coaM  briog  fortlt  ddivery  ;  and  tber»> 
4lw  M  He  pereiit  the  deepest  (urlnmt  to  oloae  uoand  Hia 
Mtf^  that  both  ther  aod  the  Egrptux>*  night  know  tiw 
MMW  to  redeem,  and  the  lore  to  occoBpUsh  i^  wen  in  Hin. 

Tb«  tittutian  of  the  womra  of  Israel,  at  this  period,  ntut 
h«M  been  terrible  indeed.  Their  infaote,  bora  in  the  midst  of 
•ORov,  yet  hailed,  pcrliHpe,  as  the  sole  bleaung  which  tbqr 
eoaU  wl  their  own,  soatched  from  then  bj  nithlea  mai^ 
dercn,  Uld  flung  into  the  Nile.  And  where  were  they  to  look 
for  rtdreofl  for  ijity  ?  Where  bat  to  their  Gwl— aiid  '*  He 
beard  their  gtoatunf ; "  and  from  this  vei;  desulation  tmiaed 
up  His  own. 

The  family  of  Amram,  a  eon  of  Levi,  already  consisted  of 
himself,  bis  wife,  a  little  son  of  three  feare'  old,  and  an  elder 
dattshter.  The  birth  of  Aaron  most  hate  been  atteocted  with 
htvry  sorrow  from  the  tyrannical  oppieasion  under  which  hia 
fiitber  and  the  other  Israelites  labound;  but  dark  as  was  that 
hour,  it  most  hare  been  almost  joyous  compared  with  the 
awAil  trial  awaiting  his  mother  now.  Atxnit  to  add  anotlier 
little  one  to  their  family,  how  agonisingty  moxt  the  shriek  of 
torture,  wnuicfrom  her  dsters  in  lanel— narking;  erery  freeh 
•Hault  of  the^Qrntians  within  their  Itousea,  in  search  m  their 
babes — have  sounded  in  lier  eant  ?  Day  after  day,  night  oAer 
night,  one  or  other  dwelling  of  the  misenble  Hebrews  w«i 
searched:  and  ransacked,  if  iin  child  were  found.  Voices  of 
earnng  and  mockery  mingled  with  the  wild  entmtiee  fat 
Mercy— -tlie  scream  of  agony — the  wailing  moan  of  impotent 
cuSering — the  feeble  wail  of  helpless  infancy — the  sullen  spUsh, 
that  told  tlie  work  of  butchery  duno !  6uch  must  have  been 
the  !>ight  and  sounds  arnund  the  home  of  Joclicbed,  as  sbe 
Awaited  in  trembling  horror  that  day  which  must  expose  her 
to  tlie  sntno.  It  came  at  len^h,  and  a  fair  lovely  babe  wh 
born— ^  boy^whoso  first  wailing  cry,  if  it  reached  the  ears  of 
the  Egyptian  butchers,  would  be  hu  death-knell.  But  the 
prayers  of  the  mother  had  not  been  in  vain.  Her  God  was 
with  her,  eudowiug  Iier  with  wisdom  and  energy  Buffideotjy 
«f1V«tiiAl  to  conceal  her  boy  three  montlia.  But  Ihen  danger 
once  more  approached.  Siupictons  had  either  been  excited  or 
the  increasing  age  and  size  of  the  child  rendered  the  task  <  * 
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ice&lment  no  Imiger  possible.  Fearful  ntiut  have  been  Uie 
;te  of  oatutal  terrors  and  Bpiritoal  coufidenct.-,  filling  the 
lier's  mind,  ere  the  plan  she  eventnally  folloved  wm 
niatared  and  execnt«d.  Faith  alone  in  a  God  of  infinite  com- 
paasMM)  oould  have  inspired  a  mode  of  proceedini;  anparentlj 
■0  fraught  nith  danger,  as  heraelf  to  expose  her  babe  to  the 
deep  and  daD^erons  current  of  the  river ;  but  even  vhile  faith 
impelled,  and  at  timea  soothed  by  the  firm  conviction  that  li«r 
Qod  would  aare,  nataral  affections  and  haman  fears  must  often 
have  had  the  awendant,  breathing  but  of  danger  and  of  death. 
The  future  was  T«iled  in  impenetrable  darkness.  The  Cnt«  of 
her  child,  even  if  his  slender  ark  bore  him  in  safety  on  the 
waters,  must  be  one  of  suffering,  or  perliajw  of  starration-^for 
who  would  give  him  food  T  I>id  she  do  rt«ht  to  expose  him 
thus  ?  If  lie  were  to  be  sared,  would  not  uw  Eteraiu  eqaallj 
aeeomplish  it  wiUiout  this  fearful  venture  J  Snoh  would  m 
m«r«  human  reasoning  in  woman's  feeble  heart.  But  prayer 
save  her  the  needful  gnwe  and  strength  to  tistcn  only  to  the 
unmortal  spirit,  and  trust  undoubtedly  in  God.  Can  we 
not  picture  the  anxious  throbbings  of  maternal  affection  as 
ber  own  hand  wcnvcit  the  ark  or  basket  of  bulrushes,  in 
irtiicb  ber  babo  was  to  be  exposed  ?  Would  not  nien-lj'  earthly 
DBtnras  have  Emilcd  in  scorn  on  this  feoblo  invention,  ana 
pgoDonnced  it  futile  ?  But  the  mother  of  Moses  had  not  such 
to  increase  the  difficulty  of  her  task.  Her  husband's  name  is 
never  mentioned  in  this  proceeding;  for  Amram,  an  the  re- 
mainder of  his  miserable  brethren,  was  in  all  probability  too 
mvch  weighed  down,  and  spirit-broken  by  their  multiplied 
affliotioas^  to  think  of  the  inmatea  of  biii  home,  save  with 
iiMireaaed  affliction  and  despondency;  nay.  bad  Derehance 
oloaed  his  heart  against  all  love  for  his  new-bom,  believing  it 
waa  destined,  as  every  other,  for  immediate  death.  He  could 
have  had  no  time  to  watch  over  it,  and  sliare  his  wife's 
anxieties.  To  his  mother  alone,  therefore,  under  the  esjiecial 
ptovtdenoe  of  Qod,  did  Mosea  owe  bis  ureservation. 

Tba  vi  was  completed.  Gifted  witn  unusual  foresight  and 
vildom  for  the  tasK,  Jochebed  carefully  daubed  it  witn  sUnie 
and  pitch,  that  no  water  slimild  iienetrate  within  :  and  with 
tremoling  yut  still  truiting  spirit,  placed  her  balie  therein,  and 
laid  it  on  ttic  flags  by  the  river's  bnnk.  To  watch  what  would 
be  done  with  it— whether  it  would  re^t  there  till  some  com- 
)  pOMCF-by  should  behold  and  save  him,  oi  b«  \&:&&&^ 
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UiiDclied  OD  tbe  waters  and  carried  bam  tier  sight— wu 
iodeed  « task  too  faaifnl  for  maternal  love.  Wv  mny  piotiu^ 
with  perfect  truth  uid  justice,  hec  last  tiii(;eritig  kiss  prMMa 
apon  tbe  Itpa,  cheek,  ana  brow  of  the  unetHudoas  baM  i  ber 
waiting  till  sleep  cloaed  those  beauteous  eye*,  whiob.  in  thcdr 
pleadiog  gsse,  seemed  to  her  fond  heart,  beseechiiiK  hor  not  so 
cntelljr  to  abandon  him — waiting  till  slumber.  light,  pore^ 
beaotiful,  as  onljr  infanar  can  know,  Iaj-  upon  Utoeo  sweat 
fMtum,  Ukmo  rounded  ltmb4,  making  ihcm  eecm  like  eofue 
folded  fluwcr,  wnitiug  bat  Umi  return  of  dajr  to  bngliten  into 
KDSwed  and  still  lordlier  existvnoe.  Would  that  day  ever 
dawn  on  earth  for  that  sweet  unconscious  slnmberer }  Alas  I 
now  mkj  she  angwort  Her  look  deepens  in  it«  silent  anguish 
—its  immoiisurable  lore.  Faith  seems  depsrtine  in  that 
inteofiity  of  human  feeling ;  she  will  look  no  more,  lest  indeed 
it  fail.  The  light  liH  cloaee  sofUy  over  the  sleeping  babe.  She 
lays  it  ami'lst  th«  flowering  nsgs-^looks  once,  once  more. 
Does  the  mfant  moan  or  weep!  How  may  ebe  leave  it,  U it 
does  ?  No  ;  all  is  si]ent>  voiceless — the  boy  still  sleepa— and 
she  hurries  from  the  epot— bids  Miriam  stand  "  a&r  off,"  yet 
near  enough  "  to  know  what  would  be  done  with  him."  JIm 
for  herself— where,  where  shall  she  tind  rest,  from  tbe  anxiety 
and  suffering  of  that  fearful  hour  ?  Where,  hut  at  the  taoi- 
stool  of  her  God,  iu  whoRe  griKiious  hand  she  has  placed  her 
babe  t  Wliat  oould  calm  that  lieurt  but  prayer !  And  how 
can  w«  donbt  one  moment  that  to  Hie  mother  of  Moses  prayer 
was  her  sole  support,  strength,  and  life  I 

Holy  Writ  is  silent  ns  to  the  length  of  time  which  elapsed 
ere  Plutraoh's  daughter  "  came  down  to  wash  at  the  rirer ;  and 
her  maidens  walked  alongby  the  river's  side,  and  when  she  saw 
tlio  ark  among  the  fla^  she  sent  her  maid  to  fetch  it.  And 
when  she  liad  opened  it,  she  saw  the  child  :  and,  behold,  tiia 
babe  wopt.  And  she  bad  companion  on  him.  and  said.  This  u 
one  of  the  Hebrew's  chlldrea."  Haw  exqaiaitelj  true  and 
touching  ia  this  picture  of  human  nature  I  The  simple  words. 
"  and,  behold,  the  babe  wcj>t,"  even  in  reading,  seem  to  fill 
woman's  heart  with  a  (niah  of  tears.  The  utter  h«lpl««n(M, 
the  innocence,  the  beauty  of  the  poor  babe,  seem  to  clio^ 
to  our  affections,  as  if  he  were  entwined  with  them  bystrongor 
ties  thau  mere  narration.  And  in  Ui^  not  ?  What  woman  of 
Israel  can  read  this  touching  narmtive  unmoved  ?  "The babe 
wept ; "  and,  true  to  nature,  Pharoali's  daughter  had  eoin- 
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Biuaioa  on  bim.  Cold,  terrified,  tiangiy,  the  poor  infnDt  might 
h-Ave  been  veeping  long  in  his  balrush  prison ;  but  those  te«un, 
aad  as  they  vera  to  him,  obtained  his  nutDao  preaeTration. 

The  oompasjjon  of  the  princess  emboldeoed  Miriam  to  go 
farwiud,  and  reenectfuUy  to  aak,  "  Shall  I  go  and  call  to  thee 
a  nune  of  the  Hebrew  women,  that  ebe  may  nuree  the  child 
Tor  thee  t"  An  addrew  which  would  almost  make  us  beliere 
that  the  compassionate  and  gentle  oliaracter  of  the  tyrant's 
daughter  mnst  have  beeii  kuown  to  the  Hebrews^  or  the  young 
BiinuD  would  scaroely  have  had  mlficient  cooriige  ao  to  haw 
■poken.  This,  however,  mnat  be  KUggution ;  the  inspired 
muTutive  only  eofonc!)  upon  ua  the  halid  of  God  throughouL 
The  Mme  Ood  who  iiupirod  Rebokab  unoansoioualy  to  speak 
thoM  words  which  AnHweml  the  steward's  prayer,  and  elected 
ber  for  Isaac's  wifu,  also  inspired  the  yoathnil  dan^ter  of 
Amnun  to  cnme  furwiin)  and  qienic  such  words  to  the  prinoesa 
of  Egypt,  M,  at  another  time,  she  woald  have  tremoled  to 
utter  even  in  thought. 

"  Aod  Phamoh's  daughter  laid  to  her,  Go.  And  the  mud 
went  aud  called  the  child's  mother.  And  Ph&moh's  daughter 
said  unto  her,  Take  this  child  away,  and  nurse  it  for  me,  aud 
I  will  give  thee  tliy  wages.  And  the  woman  took  th«  child 
aud  nursed  it" 

What  mnst  have  been  the  emotioQS  of  Jochebed.  tbus  to 
clasp  again  to  her  heart  her  Tt-scned  treasure  i  Not  aloDt 
mini  from  present  death,  but  future  suffering  and  labour — 
IWtctred  to  nur  maternal  Ixisoni,  to  receive  thence  not  onl^ 
Iw  neeenary  infant  nourishmvni,  but  mich  leeaoos  of  his 
father's  God  and  bi.-<  lirethnrn'^  faith  as  would  render  him  in- 
vulnerable ti)  the  temjitatiiiiu  and  idolatry  of  the  ^mitum 
Court.  Her  emotions  in  piirting  fn>m  her  cJuld  we  m^it  try 
to  pioturo;  but  on  those  which  mtut  have  attended  his  reecne, 
his  restoration,  silence  is  most  eloqnetit.  How  had  oot  her 
simple  trustjng  faith  been  rewarded  f  How  clearly,  hotr  start- 
linglv  had  theliand  of  the  Eternal  been  displayed  !  And  how 
oould  ^e  prove  tho  gratefnl  deTOlcdoecS  of  her  overflowing 
heart,  save  by  devoting  the  child  His  love  had  saved  unto  His 
service?  Not  even  povt^rty  and  privation  had  she  to  en- 
counter. While  h«r  brvtlirco  were  enduring  the  heaviest 
bntdens  from  cruel  ta;^kmastoni,  she  was  receiving  wa^  ftoa 
tite  princess  of  £^1)1  for  the  nurture  of  her  own  child ;  and 
well  may  we  believe  those  wages  were  devoted  to  the  tuai-j 
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andtUe auBmns — ^fminherwtio  ta  thcmitUtof  natundsorrov 
must  have  fiilt  fitreclf  individually  to  blawl. 

"And  the  child  grew,  and  sbe  brought  hiiu  unto  Pharoah's 
daoflliter,  and  he  becauw  her  son."  Bat  it  was  in  thoee  years 
b«  nad  pMsed  with  liis  own  mother  his  cJiAmcter  had  beea 
formed;  bis  princiulcs  were  fixed ;  hi.';  rvlijfioii  obtained  living 
and  hrcnthing,  and  erer  actuating  inflm-DOc;.  Wl-  kiiow  not 
the  age  at  wiiich  Itu  l<?rt  his  tnolficr,  but  ne  must  infer,  from 
all  that  ia  aanatetl  of  liim,  thnt  her  inllncucc,  not  that  of  his 
adopted  pareot,  mule  bim  what  ho  wwi.  No  lesaoaa  of 
^aioah's  daughter  could  hnve  endowed  him  with  that  feeling 
of  patriotism  which  bade  him  ri«e  ut>  ngainsl  the  ^^yptiaa 
who  was  smiting  an  Israelite,  or  interfere  between  the  two 
Israelitea,  endeavouring  meeklr  to  restore  peace.  Had  his 
early  iustructiou  been  confined  to  Pharoah's  palace,  his  very 
birth  aud  race  would  have  been  uoknoini;  he  would  hiLTe 
imbibed  only  such  principtea  as  actuated  the  Egypti&iui,  and 
could  not  fail  to  have  bowed  down  to  their  idoU.  Some  reiy 
powerfnl  influence  must  have  been  at  work  counteracting  thtN 
evils ;  and  what  inllueuco  ia  80  great  over  the  susceptible  aj9 
of  infancy  aatliat  of  mother  or  nunoi?  and  Jochebed  combiood 
both  these  endearing  relations.  lilveu  after  the  actual  task  of 
nnniing  wiu  a<;compIi8hcd,  "and  the  child  grew,  and  she 
brought  him  unto  Ptiaroab's  daughter,"  it  appears  to  me  more 
than  probable  that  slie  was  slill  retained  near  the  person  of 
her  child,  tending  him  oven  aflcr  be  was  called  the  princoss'a 
son;  and  thus  liotl  frequent  opportttoities  of  inculcating  tboaa 
divine  truths  which,  though  no  law  was  yet  given,  the  past 
history  of  hia  people  so  vividly  rcvcalod. 

That  Uceea  makes  no  further  mention  of  his  parents  is  no 
proof  of  eueh  idea  being  but  fancy.  Of  evetjthing  concerning 
nimself  he  wtites  so  slightly,  so  evidently  unagiainK  hb  penoDM 
history  of  no  pQ-»ible  consequence  oompaied  with  the  migh^ 
aDd  solemn  matters  intrusted  to  him,  thAt  it  was  not  lucely 
the  dars  of  his  childhood  should  be  recalled  and  dwelt  upon. 
Nay,  he  htmaelf  might  have  been  perfectly  uuconscioos  to 
what  iuflueuce  he  actually  owed  his  jieculior  feelings  as  as 
Israelite,  his  gentle,  lovely  virtues  as  a  man.  The  work  of  ft 
mother  is  silent  an<l  nnseen  as  dew  upon  the  earth — the  seed 
Btnet  be  planted,  watRhril,  watered,  but  unles«q)aiedtob«hold 
it  springing  into  flowt-r,  the  hand  of  the  planter  may  for  ever 
rest  unknown.    Juciiubod  wia  parted  from  her  son  yean  before 
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due  bleoBed  nwaid  was  given ;  tiis  ekUdhoo4  alone  was  hen. 
His  yoatfa,  hb  tnftnhood.  when  the  seed  ^lie  had  sowu  migU 
have  rep&td  her  with  abundant  harvosty  were  ^aawd,  the  one 
in  all  the  temptatdoDs,  tlie  luxuriea  of  an  Egj^ptun  ooort;  the 
other  in  exilfr— the  lowly  shepherd  of  bis  fathei^in<]aw,  ft  priest 
of  Midiao— apart  eveo  frocu  liia  couatrymen.  It  does  uot 
epivesr  that  his  narents  were  amonR  those  who  left  E^ypt,  or 
their  names  would  have  been  mcntioued  with  the  other  relatives 
of  Mosea.  Jocliebed  bad  not  the  luivilege  of  beholding  the 
apiritual  and  temporal  greatness  of  her  reiwued  boy ;  bat  bod 
tae  wed  of  her  bowidr  withered  7  Were  her  ooittiitelEi  vain  t 
Okd  we  Dot  trace  in  the  peculiarly  gentle,  mucb-furipvina 
ciwiuiter  of  our  lawgiver,  the  mouUing  of  ft  woman'i  hand  1 
la  there  ought  to  prove  tiie  minioii  of  a  court,  the  favorite  of 
ft  priooeu  T  No,  U  no.  The  whole  oharactcr  of  Moses  dis- 
plays ft  TDOth'-r'ti  guidnocc.  A  mothers  love  watching  ov«r 
diildhood,  nud  incuIcAtiog  those  high  and  glowios  ptindple* 
of  virtue  ftiid  patriotism,  which  the  blci^iDg  of  the  Eternal 
ripened  into  hucIi  a  l>eAiitiriil  maturity,  as  to  ri^ndur  Moew  a 
fit  iostmmeut  in  IWn  Iwtul  tn  ]c:id  ilia  oboeeo  people  from  the 
laad  of  boiidn^,  nud  to  reveal  His  cliaagelcn  law. 

And  what  will  not  this  beautiful  nanative  teach  ns  T  As 
Jocliebed,  we  too  ore  id  a  land  of  bondage;  indeed,  in  free  and 
happy  England,  not  a  bondage  of  suffering  and  pcraccutlon, 
but  yet  as  exiles  from  our  own  land;  and,  alas!  too  often, 
exiles  from  our  God.  We  too  are  in  a  land  cX  strangers,  whose 
&ith  is  not  ours;  ft  faith  which,  though  it  be  not  idolatry,  is 
fraught  with  yet  more  temptation  and  dancei.  Id  this  biased 
land,  no  cruel  taskmafit«r  aiUicts  ua  with  heavy  burdens;  yet 
there  are  some  to  look  upon  us  with  scorn  and  Imte,  who  would 
•trew  our  daily  path  with  the  thorns  and  briars  of  contempt, 
calomny,  and  abuse  ;  and  othera  again  wlio,  with  kindly  yet 
nulAkeii  teal,  would  apiial  us  by  the  vivid  recital  of  the 
fearful  precipice  on  whicn  we  stand,  telling  us  that  but  one 
«soapc  u  left  vt,  one  only  way,  or  we  are  temporally  and  eter- 
imIIt  lost ;  and  that  way  no  Israelite  can  recognice.  Yet 
fMtral  an  the  temptations  to  seek  it,  and  few,  too  few,  his 
veapona  of  defence.  Worldly  rank  and  worldly  honours  are 
dowt)  to  the  believing  Hebrew,  and  wherever  he  turns  he  feels 
Umsetf  ft  sCTftnRi»'. 

Ble»t  in  this  land  with  peace  and  freedom,  yet,  ever  and  snoo, 
ifac  h>«  growl  of  the  tempest  of  pcneeutiimniftc\u»Ykuiib<m 
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duttuit  alione;  somctimw  trnking  into  sUeoce  ere  more  tlian 
the  hMit'fl  quick  throbbing  is  ftnnuod ;  mt  others  vaxlng  loudur 
and  more  loud,  till  th«  wailing  of  thonsaods,  sod  the  shrieks 
of  tortore,  ue  boroc  on  tbo  he&Tv  air,  breat^ng  th»t  Israel  it 
afflicted  still.  And  vbereforo  i  To  bid  us  still  feoi  we  are  tliie 
captives  of  the  Lord-— tJut  Jemsalem  lietli  desolate  and  vuto 
for  our  eIdb — that  the  awfot  propbccjr  of  tlie  tnenty-eiKhUi 
cliaptet  of  DeuteroDonr  has  been,  and  in  many  lands  attU  is, 
h)  actual  fulfilment — ^tnst  ve  are  now,  as  m  wets  in  Egfpty 
afflicted  and  oppressed — "  d^pised  and  rqeoted  of  men — a  man 
of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief  " — "as  one  tlut  iicriipctli 
at  noon-day  as  the  blind  gnipetn  in  darknt>!«,  tliat  flhallnot 
pfo^)er  in  his  ways,  that  ahatl  only  be  spoiled  and  npprrmud 
evermore,  and  whom  no  man  shall  save."  And  if  it  be  m  (and 
who  shall  sav  it  is  notp,  0  does  it  not  devolve  on  the  niotlivra 
of  Israel  to  do  even  as  Jochebed,  a&d  so  infiue&oe  the  childhood 
of  their  sons  as  to  render  them  indeed  faithful  to  their  God, 
meek  and  forgiving  towards  man,  and  invulnerable  to  mty 
temptation  hdd  forth  by  the  oppmcrs  of  thvir  faith  ?  i 

The  very  safety  wo  enjoy,  the  habits  of  fricndlv  intimacy 
which  it  is  right  and  happy  wc  stiouki  cultimle,  all  call  upon 
the  Hvbrtrv*  mother  to  uistil  tlioeo  principles  in  the  heart  of 
her  aon  wliich  shall  guide  him  tlirongb  me,  and,  wbUe  thcty 
nise  him  in  the  estimation  of  the  nations  around  liim,  Inspiie 
him  individually  to  glory  in  his  own. 

We  have  enlarged,  in  a  former  work,  on  the  duty  of  mothen 
regarding  religiun  generally.  Vt'n  would  here  coniuru  them  to 
fuUow  the  exaniple  of  the  mutiiiT  of  Moses,  sod  make  theil 
sons  the  receivers,  and  in  tiieir  turn  the  promul^tors,  of  that 
holy  law  which  Li  their  glorious  inlmritiniue.  Their  faith,  in 
England,  may  not  ha  tried  as  that  of  .locliiibed — they  may  not 
be  called  upon  to  expose  their  innocent  liubvs  to  the  dangen  of 
the  river  to  save  them  from  the  cruelties  of  man — but  they  an 
called  upon  to  provide  a  suit  of  defonco  fur  riper  years.  They 
must  HO  instruot,  so  guide,  the  first  ten  or  twolvc  yean  of  boy- 
hood, that,  even_  thoo,  they  may  leave  their  mat^nal  homes 
as  laraolitfs  rejoicing  in  thoir  faith.  They  must  infuse  some 
balsam  to  heal,  or  some  iuvulnerable  shield  to  ejcct^  the  arrows 
of  contempt  or  pity  whicli,  ere  they  pass  tluongh  life,  they 
must  encounter.  They  must  so  lead  that  graver  years  mar 
conduct  them  to  that  only  study,  the  Ueesed  won  of  Qoa, 
which  alone  can  give  peace  to  their  spirits,  rest  to  ^teir 
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I  to  their  bcnrts — nliko  in  their  private  houni 
moA  tiieir  commuDines  with  tlic  Nazarcnc  world.  This  u  now 
the  Hebrew  loothcn  tiwk,  yihkh  may  bo  bleesed  to  their  off- 
spriiu  as  Jochcbud's  was  to  Mo»!i.  It  is  for  this  they  must 
hftrc  nitb,  muHt  tru£t  that  God  will  perfect  that  vhicli  Ja  im- 
porfoct,  fill  up  CTcry  deScJency,  aod  oring  the  seed  to  SowWj 
or  tkh  aod  hopeless  will  be  th«ir  task.  They  most  imptee 
upou  their  offnjring  their  SPlutruAL  jiuifiXOciucr,  and  ao  not 
only  remove  all  temptation  to  barter  their  heavenly  berit«ge 
for  eartUy  rank,  bat  infuse  their  minds  and  hearts  with  that 
noHIity  of  thought,  vord,  and  action,  nhich  should  be  tbe 
iHrirloom,  the  glory  of  every  Hebrew,  be  he  of  what  rank,  pro- 
fesaion,  or  even  trade,  he  may.  Persecution  aud  barbanty  in 
<nir  oppoeei^  and  their  consequent  ignorance  and  superstition 
in  ootBetras,  have  for  lonjj  agos  eo  oniahed  and  trampled  on 
this  innate  nobility,  that  in  all  but  a  very  few  instancea,  it 
aeeata,  and  has  looa  Mem>ed,  departed  from  us;  its  banisbneot 
stifcmattsii^  as  as  aMjiadcd  to  the  lowest  and  vile«t  of  man- 
kind. Can  we  do*  tLcn,  in  tlioM  blessed  lands  where  tlie  Jew 
may  walk  in  freedom,  with  "  none  to  molest  or  make  lum 
a&aid,"  permit  tlm  stigma  to  rooiain.  Shall  we  not  rather 
wake  every  energy,  string  every  nerve,  to  prove  that  it  is  not 
I  Jndaism,  but  persecution,  at  fault ;  and  that  wherever  the 
Hebrew  ia  PtuiK,  ho  is  nohlb  }  That  the  priitooly  blood  of 
Abraham,  &toecs,  and  David  still  llowa  within  his  reins,  and 
incites  bim  to  thoughts  and  deeds  as  far  removed  from  ignoiaoce 
and  de^^nuUtion  as  the  sun  is  from  the  earth  ? 

But  not  when  arrived  at  manhood  can  thia  nobility  be  in- 
fosed.  It  mujt  be  imbibed  with  tbe  mother's  milk,  and  form 
tbe  very  atmosphere  of  childhood  and  youth.  Let  every 
mother  in  Iwracl  Ioi>k  upon  tier  infant  treasure  aa  direct  from 
tb*  hand  of  Qod,  ana  believe  tliat  He  saith  to  her  as  th« 
princess  of  Sgypt  sud  to  Jochi!bcd — "  Nunte  tliis  ohild  fur  ms, 
•nd  I  will  give  thee  thy  wogi-s ; "  fur  Hdi,  for  the  Ijobd,  who 
in  every  oj^,  clime,  and  position,  calleth  lunuA  Hm  Ciiildbkn. 
And  let  her  indeed  so  nurse  him,  that  whenever  he  muy  be 
called  to  his  Father  in  Heaven  he  may  be  &t  to  go.  Let  her, 
we.-ik  and  feeble  of  hciBolf  as  she  is,  remember  Uiat  with  the 
Lord  all  things  are  possible,  and  tliat,  as  Ho  blcMgod  Joohcbed 
in  the  prei^ervation  and  nurture  of  her  child,  so,  if  we  will  but 
blend  effort  with  prayer,  peraeveiaDce  with  laiUi,  Ho  will 
equally  bless  us;  and  though  it  may  not  bo  ouis  to  rear  a 
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deliverer  from  EKyptian  bondAfce,  yet  how  vill  the  iiioth«n 
Israel  rejotr^e  &na  RloTy  to  receive  "  their  wcgei"  id  tlto  el«v^ 
tion  of  thi-ir  nation  by  tJieir  aong  I 

To  do  this,  tbey  mu.it  be  hoblb  ;  and  bo  become  so  let  tin 
Hebrew  motlier  teaoli  lier  boy,  from  his  earliest  years,  to  think 
of  )iU  IieAveiily  lierttn^,  bis  spiritual  election,  his  cturDsJ  life, 
and  leave  tlie  interest*  aft<l  ambition  of  earth  till  riper  yeai!& 
when  even  these  dull  aordid  oora  shall  become  ennobled  ana 
•piritualised  by  tbe  purer  atmosphero  which  he  has  in  hia 
boybood  breathed.  Wo  are  not  indeed,  while  denizciiB  of  earth, 
to  think  so  ezclusircly  of  beaven  as  to  unfit  um  for  the  life  of 
trial  and  temptation  which,  in  our  mortal  career,  vo  are  com- 
manded in  tnad ;  but  wo  arc  to  infuKC  earth  vrith  UeaveB, 
timo  with  Eternity,  the  soul  with  GoD.  As  Israelites  vreA»n«l 
sever  our  temporal  fixim  our  eternal  iDteTcst.<>,  ire  cannot  Sins 
oif  the  ntL-moiT  of,  and  obodienoe  to,  the  Eternal ;  for  with 
every  «nj{Io  relation,  duty,  ordinance,  and  habit  of  daily  lift 
His  commands  are  blended.  We  are  not  Israelites  if  we  think 
to  ]ivo  apart  from  Him  or  to  do  aught  in  which  we  cannot 
associate  Him  by  the  entreaty  for  His  ble^ng,  and  the  lookiag 
to  Eim  throughout.  We  are  not  I&raelitea  if  we  do  not  fed 
our  every  domestic  duty  and  lovini;  tie  sanctified  by  Him,  and 
farii^ng  us  Dearer,  closer,  more  lovin);!}-  to  Him  with  cvcty 
pasting  month.  Tnis  is  to  be  an  Ij^raelite — this  is  to  be  to* 
ariatocracv  of  the  Lord;  for  did  we  so  associate  our  religion 
with  our  lives,  we  must  be  noblb.  But  how  cau  we  attain 
thiA,  how  dare  we  hope  it,  if  the  pynuit  of  gold,  tbe  tmu  longing 
for  wealth,  the  idle  dream  of  worldly  •figTMidisNnent,  th« 
empty  rivalship  with  those  riclier  and  bighcr  than  ouraelToik 
be  tlie  sole  end,  aim,  and  being  of  the  lsnuilit«  t  We  look 
with  load  condemnation  and  scorn  on  the  worshippers  of  tbe 
golden  calf — we  oontemn  the  worBhippcis  more  than  wc  tremble 
at  the  awfiil  chastisement  from  the  hand  of  the  Lord — yet  let 
tiM  beware  lest  our  sons  too  bow  before  the  golden  idol  It 
may  take  do  form,  we  may  not  approach  it  with  forms  of  wor- 
sliip,  and  pric3t«,  and  incense,  but  if  it  fill  up  our  hearts  to  tbe 
exdnsion  of  all  other  and  nobler  thoughts,  if  its  nursuit  drag 
us  from  the  house  of  God,  from  our  oiru  hearths,  deaden  us  tO 
the  love  of  homo  ties,  prevent  the  6i»iritual  and  enlarL-ed  edu- 
cation of  our  children,  what  is  it  to  us  but  as  the  coldeD  oalf 
to  the  Israelites  of  old!  And  how  dare  uv  hope  to  be  exempt 
&om  ihe  chastisement  of  God,  when  it  fell  npon  our  btethieo  I 
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Oh  let  OS  not  case  up  our  bonrte,  and  pureae  oiir  my  in  cod> 
£dcnt  £«caritj^  becatuo  it  is  defcircd.  God  nortut  not  now  u 
lie  did  tli«D.  Israel,  in  his  redemption  trom  Egj-^t,  nocded  coo- 
staat)  visible,  and  palpAblc  cridcnccs  of  the  providence  and  tho 
jostice  ^  the  Lord.  We  havo  them  not  to  guide  us  now,  but 
their  record  is  own,  in  which  la  Ic-ani  our  duty  and  the  effects 
or  its  neglect  or  diwbodlence.  That  which  was  diAplesKng  to 
Hint  then,  is  displeasbg  to  Him  now;  but.  scsttcitd  u  wo  ar« 
MttODg  the  nations,  deprived  tlirough  our  iiiiquitius  of  the 
viable  manifeetatioD  of  His  pmsencc,  His  approvo],  «nd  His 
wrath,  not  oa  earth  majr  our  judgment  bo  known ;  nor  can  vre 
"  discern  between  him  that  serveth  God,  and  him  that  servcth 
Him  Dot,"  till  that  day  wheo  "  the  I<ord  shall  moke  up  His 
jeirels,  and  spare  those  that  lovo  Him,  ae  a  man  eparcth  hid 
own  son  that  serveth  him." 

That  the  lung  dark  ages  of  peisecutioD  orij^nated  that  fearful 
indifference  u>  all  euoobling  puiauits,  of  wiiich  the  Hebrew  is 
accused,  we  quite  aclcuowledge.  Deprived  of  all  honourable 
and  elev&tiiij;  emplojmeot,  of  every  profeMiou,  of  ev^  trade, 
which,  brinjfing;  tDeni  into  fHendly  contact  with  their  Cellow* 
men,  would  Iiave  enlarged  their  minils  and  awakeeed  social 
kfiections;  cowed,  cruKhud,  bunted  down,  and  often  persecuted 
ibr  ti*t  sake  of  their  wealth ;  dcudciu-d,  stupefied  to  all  spiritual 
elevation,  even  as  tlte  Israelites  in  lilgypt ;  was  it  marvel  tbev 
'ahontd  oliog  to  gold,  and  seek  its  increase,  aa  their  sole  tanb 
asd  privilege  T  For  them  God  had  compasMOn,  for  He  knew 
liow  they  were  tried.  It  was  natural,  too.  that,  even  when  in 
lands  of^cooiparativo  Jreedom  and  pence,  the  babita  and  asso- 
ciations of  pant  ycant  should  cling  pertinaciously  to  thcni  sUlL 
But  their  enoonngement  is  no  longer  guiltlcn— fcuperify, 
p-Tace,  friendly  interoonrBc  with  some  of  the  nations,  an  graated 
ns,  that  we  may  come  back  with  heart  and  soul  unto  our  holv 
law,  and  strive  with  all  our  mi^ht  agdnst  every  idol  which 
comes  between  ua  and  onr  God.  Id  England.  France,  Belgium, 
and  America,  it  is  no  longer  pcraecution  and  intolerance  that 
degrade  and  nronouncc  as  vile.  If  such  feelings  do  find  en- 
trance, it  is  the  prejudice  arising  from  what  we  tcere.  They, 
fts  is  natural,  see  not  the  came  of  that  past  dejjradatioD ;  but 
let  tit  make  it  manifeet — let  us  evince  more  and  more  that  gold 
is  no  longer  our  sole  pursuit — that  traud  and  cunning,  which 
to  the  ignorant  Gentik  are  synonymous  with  the  word  Jew, 
are  as  &  from  us  as  from  them — that  when  free  wo  too  are 
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noble,  boDonble.  and  ipiritiul  to  wt  extent  that,  if  m  wShm 
to  oar  biased  law,  only  Isnclites  cao  be — and  prejudice  mut 
pus  MMVf,  and  Isiw  bo  ackoowledged  the  witaeeses  of  tlie  Lord. 

ItiBtlu>BoUe,tlkiaspiritaal  foaling  of  iadepeDdeoee  w«  would 
bnMch  «T«r7  Hebrew  mother  to  ioatti  bto  her  bo7;  anil  which 
wc  now  humblr,  ytrt  earacatly,  y«3rerfally,  and  heartrull)-  con- 
jam  ercry  Heoivw  father  to  «d  aod  coafirm.  Let  doC  th« 
CW8  of  the  ia&at  Israelite  be  poOuted  by  reference  to  earthly 
cam  and  worldly  rivalshtn,  but  let  him  he»r  often  from  hia 
ather'a  lipe  those  sweet  lessons  of  hoaren  and  Qod — ofaeif- 
denial  and  ita  bleased  reward — of  those  pnrer  pleasure*  of 
intdleet  and  heart,  which,  if  not  infused  into  hn  infaonr,  can 
nerer  find  entrance  and  dominion  in  after  yean.  Ab^  and 
delightfully  would  such  paternal  letsons  auot  tlw  tDOtfacsr'a 
task,  and  lighten  the  Uened  yet  exqaiatteljr  aoxioos  labour  of 
teaching  their  oGbpring  their  proner  station  ia  the  tight  of  Ood 
and  man,  and  m  ennoble,  pnriiy,  and  i^nritnaliae  Dcart  and 
mind,  as  to  render  them  fit  deaoendanta  of  the  princes,  priesta, 
and  propheta  from  whom  the^  spring. 

And  let  not  auch  parenta  tear  for  lh«tr  eons'  earthly  welfon, 
Suoh  training  will  not  untit  them  for  tho  n«cessarycaresaad  toill 
of  life.  It  will  but  render  them  less  engrosing,  less  worldlyi 
and  annihilate  every  fc^'ling  nliich  tltey  woal<l  blush  to  acknow> 
ladge  before  Qod  and  man.  It  will  take  Jiom  life  its  droes,  its 
atunatiag  care,  teaching  them  that  their  duty  indeed  is  to 
w^  and  perseTcre  alike  for  their  families  and  themselvts,  but 
that  in  the  hund  of  the  IfOrd  is  their  portion,  and  that  He  will 
order  their  dailv  lot  as  will  be  most  fitted  for  their  eternal 
welbre.  It  wiu  remove  every  tfmptatioo  to  turn  add«,  for 
lucre  or  ambition,  from  their  fathers  faith.  It  will  open  heart 
and  hand  towards  the  unffering  and  the  poor;  and,  removiitg 
every  selfish  feeling  and  grovelling  ttioucnt,  prepare  them  fyt 
that  day  when  the  Lord  again  shall  call  them  HU,  and  bid 
them  r«enme  that  kingly  station  iu  the  sight  of  tlie  national  of 
which  for  a  "  little  utoment  *'  only,  they  are  deprived. 

The  iiufferiug  Israelites,  under  the  terrible  oppreasloiL  of 
Pbaroah,  imagined  not  the  rank  to  which  they  would  b«  called 
by  the  word  of  ttie  Lord.  While  gronning  under  their  heavy 
bniden^  toiling  day  and  night  wttli  neither  relief  orroluatfeD* 
oonld  they  bare  imagined  that,  in  tlicir  pcntvcutcd  olEnirlDg;, 
princes  should  arise — that,  in  a  brief  inlerral,  Cliieb  oi  their 
tribes.  Head*  of  families.  Captains  of  wolUappoi»t«d  sanadroos 
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— Priests,  snored  id  t]i«  »^ht  of  oil  the  people,  mnd  acknow- 
ledged bf  the  Eternal — Workeni  in  evety  eri>^nt  art  which 
WM  iweded  in  the  buildiog  and  emMliKlim<^nt  of  tlic  Tabcr> 
n»o)e— Waniora,  dauiitlen  in  bravery  and  Kkilfnl  in  the  art  of 
war — Judge*,  gifted  to  decide  oauM%  ftward  sentences,  and 
keep  civil  peace  and  order  amid  •  disorderly  multitndi>~ 
FriAeea,  of  such  vealUi  and  eoneequenoc  w  to  tuakit  the 
qJeadiil  oflenngs  enumerated  in  the  Mventh  chapter  uf  Num- 
wra — could  thc7  have  imogiDcd  that  luob  would  be  1  Yet 
such  WA4,  and  taoh  will  BBl  We  know  not  when,  we  know 
sot  how— we  011I7  know  thnt  the  word  of  Gnil  h)Uf  said  it,  and 
tliat  He  is  a  God  of  truth.  Shidt  vc  not  rciucmber  this  in  the 
education  of  our  sons,  and  infnw  such  feeling  aa  will  render 
them  indeed  but  sojournora  in  the  land  of  the  captivi^, 
watchere,  as  it  vcre,  on  the  fronttecs,  prepared  to  arise  and  tm 
into  their  appointed  stations  the  moment  the  Lord  ahall  c«U  f 
Let  OS  welcome  in  them  the  inclination  for  the  liberal  pro- 
feAaoos,  all  that  will  enlarge  the  mind  and  ennoblQ  the  heart, 
and  bid  them  prure,  in  the  sight  of  the  whole  Gentile  world, 
that  where  the  Hebrew  ia  rBKE,  be  is  brave,  «uteipri)ung,  aelf- 
den^ng,  gifted,  wise,  uisgnanimous,  as  the  noblest  of  the 
oationa  around  him.  Let  tlie  Hebrew  mother  gire  her  boy  the 
solid  foundation  of  hia  glorious  faith,  and  he  may  ^  forth  in 
the  Naweoe  world  unharmed;  and  in  other  profenioiis,  other 
Hues  than  that  of  mcrch^Lnt,  in  which  alone  till  now  the  Jew 
kas  been  known,  he  will  honour  the  name  of  Israelite: 

And  if  such  be  the  fruit  of  nursing  her  ehild  for  God,  0  will 
not  erenr  Hebrew  mother  feel  that  she  had  indeed  reoeired 
"herwaeM"! 


TUB  EX0DD3. 

LAWS  ron  TBB  HOTHEBS  OF   ISBAEL. 

Wl  have  «cn  quoted  in  a  Jewish  periodical,  that  "  it  was  for 
Uie  lake  of  the  righteous  women  the  IjuhI  delivered  our 
woaeton  from  Egypt."  Scriptuml  autltority  for  this  assertion 
«•  eertainlr  cannot  finil,  oa  it  is  expremly  Kai<l,  "  the  Lord 
mnenibereu  the  promtmx  which  He  had  made  to  Abraham, 
Inae,  aod  Jacob.      We  only  quote  it  ■■  ■  proof  that  the 
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ancient  iatheis,  from  whom  wc  boliere  it  teken,  could  not  ham 
luid  the  low  idoft  of  women  with  w)iich  tbey  are  charged,  to 
have  jKit  such  an  opinion  forth,  even  in  sciggeation  ;  but  must 
haw  imagined  the  riehteoiUDeaa  of  women  of  no  little  impor- 
tance towards  the  i>ell-doinK  of  the  etAte.  That  no,  in  &ct  " 
ia,  we  have  direct  scripttira]  authority  to  believe ;  as  not 
a  review  of  the  law  wiU  make  manifest,  but  the  ci>ii»eqTi< 
of  the  gins  of  the  women  in  a  more  distant  perioi.  Were  not~ 
woman  an  ecjunlly  responsible  agent  in  the  sight  of  God — wen 
He  not  in  Hu  infinite  mercy  tenderly  careful  of  her  intiocence^ 
her  honour,  her  well-doing,  her  protection  by  man — no  hm 
for  her  in  porlicular  need  have  been  issued,  not  suob  fnptiiiil 
care  taken  to  cleanse  her  from  impuri^  and  guilt,  to  free  htr 
from  fid»e  chargei  and  an  unjust  husband,  to  permit  aioA 
•aiictify  her  singular  vow,  and  give  her  every  incentive  for  • 
oliaste,  virtuous,  and  modest  Itle.  This  need  not  have  been — 
would  not  have  bei;ii — if  the  Eternal  had  not,  in  His  oompw- 
giouftting  love,  regiinJed  Hix  frailer,  weaker  ohildnen  with  eren 
more  tendenaeis  tlian  He  looked  on  man,  and  leeolved  on 
fixing  her  stntioo  and  her  privileges,  and  so  bringing  her  for^ 
vara  as  an  object  at  once  of  teniJcmcss  and  respect— of  cherish- 
ing, as  a  wife  and  danghter — of  the  deepest  veneration  as  a 
mother— the  especial  object  of  national  as  well  as  individual 
love  and  protection,  as  widowed  and  fatbeirlees — and  of  tho 
tindesl,  most  fathcriv  care  and  gentleness,  as  the  maid-servant 
Nav.  even  the  female  captive  was  marked  out  for  fcsteriBg 
ana  nealing  kiudneas,  and  allowed  time  for  mourning,  insteoa 
of,  as  in  the  caso  of  otbor  nations — aye,  even  those  in  Ut«r 
days  who  call  themselves  followers  of  Jesus — being  hurried  to 
the  bed  of  the  bnital  conqueror,  who  was  often  still  reeking 
with  the  blood  of  her  relations.  How  then  can  it  bo  aaid,  that 
is  ever^  other  religion,  save  that  of  the  Naxarone,  woman's 
station  is  de^iulctl,  even  as  the  heathen  and  the  dave  ? 

With  »  migbty  arm  the  Lord  had  brought  forth  Israel  tnm 
the  land  of  bondage,  enriched  by  the  spoil,  which  they  did  not 
borrow  from  the  E^'ptians,  as  the  usual  Ir.in^lation  rcndcn 
it,  but  bad  demand^,  as  their  right  from  weary  years  of  UD- 

C'd  labour,  and  whicli,  terrified  at  the  awful  plagui?9  which 
i  befiillen  them,  were  granted  them  at  once.  "  The  Lord 
gave  the  people  favour  in  the  sight  of  the  Egvptians."  are 
words  twice  repeated,  thus  doing  away  at  once  all  idea  of  the 
£t«ntal  having  bvoured  fraud,  even  against  bis  euemics  and 
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Iht  flumies  of  His  people.  The;  demanded  tbo  long  nTTcniti 
of  pftTment^  nad  they  were  eiven,  in  j«welA  of  silrcr,  siid  jewolii 
of  gold  :  «nd  so^  not  by  deceit,  but  in  juHticc,  tlivj-,  to  uM 

[the  Bibte  Uai^oage,  "spoiled  tbe  %yi>ttaDft." 

The  i>owera  of  Nsture  herself  suoaurabed  before  the  mightr 
vill  of  Iter  Creator.  Pire,  eutb,  air,  nod  water,  bad  deported 
bom  what  is  called  tliclt  natural  ooutscv  to  brin;;  forth  Israel 
from  bondage,  and  to  falafjr  at  once  the  awful  dental  of  a 
God,  in  the  vain  dream  of  noceasity  and  nature.  The  sea 
itself— u  the  final  seal  to  tl  v  stupendous  mamfcstatiooa  of 
Almightj'  Power  dispUved  in  tbe  ten  plaeucB— divided  at  tlie 
word  of  its  Creator,  aiia  the  host  of  Israel— men,  women,  and 
littla  ohildroo — passed  tkrou);b  on  di;  land,  with  a  watery 

^  wall,  neraing  to  unite  cartli  to  h<-aron,  on  either  side.  And 
when  the  unbelieving  scoffers  followcil — when,  denying  alill 
tiie  aancti^  of  Israel,  tho  wonders  of  iHritd'a  God,  the  cHuiota 
and  boats  of  Pharaoh  dashed  on  in  vain  defiance  of  the  Lord — 
down  tumbled  the  oTcrwhetmiag  mass  of  mighty  waters,  and 
tbe  proud  hosts  of  Pharaoh  lay  dead  before  their  slaves.  And 
when  tbe  song  of  thanksgiving,  of  adorntioii,  rose  from  the 
hearts  and  lips  of  tbe  redeemed,  the  voice  not  only  of  man 
but  of  woman  prolonged  theetratn.  "And  Miriam  the  pro- 
phetea,  the  sister  of  Aaron,  took  a  timbrel  in  lier  band ;  and 
all  the  women  went  after  her  with  timbrels  and  with  dances. 
And  Miriam  answered  them,  Sing  ye  to  the  Lord !  for  He 
hatii  triumphed  gloriously.    The  hone  and  his  rider  hath  He 

I  thrown  into  the  sea." 

Woutan  is  nut  gifted  with  a  ulvery  voice  and  an  ear  for 
haintony,  to  devote  to  the  pleasure  of  man  aloue.  Let  her 
dvnt«  them  sometime*  to  tbe  pratsis  of  the  Lord,  and  bid  tbe 
|iMlBt  of  thanlogiring  filling  the  sanctuary  of  the  Lord  be 

L  aancrcd  from  bur  Hpt ;  and  the  sweet  sanctuary  of  home,  at 

.  nORung  and  evuning  pray<;r,  behold  her,  leading  infant  lip.i  to 
tune  tbcir  first  song  in  ttuiuk^iving  to  their  Patlier  and  tJieir 
3od! 

As  a  geDOral  view  of  tlie  beautiful  laws  oonstituting  the 
Moeaio  religion  docs  not  enter  into  the  plan  of  this  worlc,  we 

,  dull  throw  tosetiier  those  portions  ou  which,  aa  tbey  regard 
woman,  we  sliall  somewhat  lengthily  treat,  without  anv  refer- 
ence to  their  probable  dates.  We  know  Uiat  all  toe  laws 
ionniDg  onr  rali^on  were  given  between  tlw  departure  from 
Vgjji  and  arrival  in  tlie  [promised  laud,  and  are  contained 
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ftriDdpallr  in  chspten  19,  30,  31.  32.  33,  wid  S9  of 
in  the  whole  book  of  Leriticus— in  chapters  fi,  6,  8,  9. 15.  IS, 
17,  37,  3S,  39,  30,  3&  am)  36  of  NumbeTS— and  m  tbd  whole 
book  of  DiBUt«n>iK>in]r.  Pran  tli««  we  ihall  select  and  exunUw 
all  that  CBii  give  wogbt  tc,  aid  thiow  light  upon,  tlie  six 
diTtHiona  of  our  prawnt  subject. 

As  the  first  and  most  beuitifa]  relationship  in  which  womu 
ifl  undeniably  aeenaarj  to  man — the  object  of  his  Ibst  afleo- 
tions,  to  whom  be  owes  all  of  (dteraahing,  h^Mnncn,  aad 
health,  from  infancy  to  boyhood,  and  often  mm  D^rhood  to 
youth  ;  and  who,  in  coDsetiuence,  must  be  entwined  witb  crar 
rood  remembiance  of  cbilahood,  the  reoolleotaon  of  which  M 
oft«ti  the  only  »oother,  the  only  liuht,  in  the  daricer  hMit  of 
RiAD — it  id  but  Just  that  we  ehonld  examine,  fir«t>  how  tbs 
holy  rrUtioiithip  of  a  UoTBBB  in  Itfoel  is  guarded  and  notjosd 
by  our  Ittw. 

I'he  vcr)'  fint  oommnud  relative  to  the  duties  of  nkao  b^ 
wnnin  loan,  iiiarkit  out  the  piwition  ol  cliildrcn  with  np*i  to 
their  parenU,  male  aiul/rmait,  the  representatives  of  God  on 
eaitU.  It  waM  not  moiigh  that  such  positioi]  should  be  left  to 
the  natural  impulses  of  gratitude  and  affection — not  enoni^ 
that  the  love  and  reverence  of  a  child  to  his  parent  shonld  M 
left  to  his  own  hcnrt,  although  in  the  cases  of  both  Isaac  and 
Jacob  such  had  been  so  distinctly  manifested.  No ;  the  aama 
tremendous  voice  wliii'h  bade  the  vcr}'  earth  quake,  and  the 
faal  rooted  mountain  reel — which  spoke  in  the  midst  of  thno- 
den  and  lightuiof^,  "  Thou  shalt  have  do  otlier  goda  bat  ma" 
^4lso  naid,  "  Honour  thy  father  and  thy  Motheb,"  and  added 
unto  its  obedience  a  jiromiae  of  reward,  the  only  oommand  to 
which  reoom])eiuo  ia  annexed,  tliat  its  obedienoe  might  indeed 
be  an  obedienoe  of  love.  And  lest  there  should  be  eoma  n»- 
tures  so  fltubbom  and  obtuse  that  tlic  fear  of  punidttoent  only 
cuuld  affect,  we  n-ad  in  tlie  iv];etition,  and,  as  it  wcru,  eu- 
kr^cnient  on  tlie  ten  oommandments,  "  He  that  smitcth  his 
father  or  his  UOTBEK  shaJI  surely  he  put  to  dcatli,  and  ho  that 
otirvcth  orreviletb  hisfatheror  his uothbr  shall  surely  be  put 
to  death  "  (Exodus  xxt.  15 — 17).  "Ye  shall  /mt  every  num 
his  uoTiiKB  and  his  father,  and  keep  my  sabbaths :  I  am  tha 
Lord  "  (Lcvit.  xix.  3).  "  For  every  one  that  cnrsoth  Ua  fiUber 
«r  his  NOTHRH,  shall  surelv  be  put  to  death.  He  hath  cursed 
his  father  or  his  UOTHSH,  hia  blood  shall  be  upon  him."  And 
again,  in  Deuteronomy  ▼.  14,  we  have  tlie  repetitioa  of  tba 


^ 


Monnuis  OF  isbakl. 


14S 


ber 
her 


fifth  comniandmcnt,  the  reward  attcadtog  ils  obedieow  still 
mon  vividly  tiiforeecl :  "  Honour  thy  bthrrnncl  thy  uothkr, 
u  the  Lotrd  thy  Ood  huh  eoBunandcd  thcc,  thut  thy  days 
mty  beproloMed,  and  tlutitgo  well  witti  tlioe  ia  tho  laud 
vhich  the  Lord  thy  Ood  ^vetli  thee." 

With  Iftws  like  tliCM,  beartDg  on  cTcry  one  of  them  the 
Btnmp  of  divine  tiuili,  of  a  boctmI  eoicmntty  which  could 
cuiuc  from  God  alonv,  how  can  any  one  hclievo  in,  much  leas 
MBCrt,  tho  Jewish  dv^TiuliitioD  of  vomui,  or  call  that  Judaism 
which  ttpbold«itI 

Hov  outd  these  eolcmn  nnd  ofton  reiterated  commoDda  he 
obcyeil,  if  the  son  of  Israel  beheld  hia  mother  nerely  the 
mnoraut  bon<I-aUve  of  his  Eather  t  How  could  be  hononr  her  7 
What  could  have  such  influeoce  upon  his  moments  i)t  pasnon 
M  to  restrain  him,  when  so  tempted,  from  smiting,  reviling,  or 
cnrrinebert  How  could  he  ^ar  iior,  when  he  beheld  her 
trembling  before  his  futhcr,  not  as  her  husband,  but  sa 
master  t  But  euch  bo  saw  not  Weaker  in  huoe,  from 
position  and  her  duties ;  less  mighty  in  mental  powers, 
posaeasing  every  attribute  to  make  home  blessed,  and  ._ 
ohildien  holr  foUoiren  of  God,  virtuous  and  patriotio  citisens 
of  tii«ir  land  ;  »hritted  in  hin  heart  willi  every  memory  of  hia 
infaDej- — such  was  the  Hebrew  mother  to  her  son.  Were  the 
Javfi  obeyed,  tiiere  couKI  be  no  neglectful  or  Kirmine  mother. 
Not  even  atupieiou  could  ntUck  her.  The  litw  ^mnled  her  even 
fnm  her  own  relative,  if  they  falsdy  wronged  her — compelled 
her,  even  under  the  fear  of  iVath,  to  be  cftMte,  holy,  virtuous 
and  futhful  in  every  duty  of  domestic  aud  publio  life;  and, 
therelbre,  it  was  a  labour  of  lore  fbr  her  childiea  to  obey 
their  God  in  honouring  her,  and  crime  wurthy  of  death,  if 
indeed  there  could  bo  found  any  sufficii'otly  bardcued  and 
nbdUotts  as  to  disobey. 

Again,  ve  find  in  Deut.  xxi.  18,  "  If  a  man  have  a  stubborn 
and  rebellious  son,  which  will  not  obey  the  voice  of  his  father 
or  the  voice  of  his  uorusa,  and  who,  when  they  have  chastened 
him,  will  not  hearken  unto  them,  then  slmll  hu  father  and  his 
■OTBKR  lay  hold  of  him,  an<l  bring  him  to  the  eldera  of  tho 
eity,  and  uuto  the  r:ato  of  his  jilace.  Au4t  they  shall  aav  unto 
tlie  elden  of  the  city,  'l^his  our  mu  is  stubborn  and  rebellions : 
he  will  not  obey  our  voice.  Aud  all  the  men  of  his  city  shall 
Mooe  him  with  atones  that  he  die.  So  slialt  thou  put  away 
evil  from  among  yon,  tlwt  all  Umvl  shall  hooi  and  teu." 
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We  h«re  fin<I  at  length  •  practical  commentary  or  exampti^ 
aa  it  were,  of  tho  bri(;fcr  laws  on  th«  same  snlyoGt,  giveo  pr»* 
vioiuly.  To  moilem  can.  and  prcMot  notioiu  of  Mat  reSm> 
ment,  nich  cotiimaada  $ecm  uDnatniaUj  bareh  and  terrible. 
In  tlioM  timet,  th«y  must  have  been  DOMod,  or  ibey  wouk) 
not  faavo  been  fivcn.  Ao<)  beautifully,  even  in  their  biitali- 
DCM,  do  they  demonstrate  tbe  rcvereotial  duW  of  Isiaelittdi 
ohildno  to  their  pnivnts.  Still  more  powerfully  do  tbey  iUo^ 
tratc  th«  perfect  equality  of  &ther  and  mother  in  leipoot  to 
their  ehiIai«D.  It  vfm  not  only  ibat  diaobedience  to  the 
latter  mu  equally  punishabie  as  to  the  former,  but  that  the 
Toic«  of  the  MOTUKK  wa3  alsu  to  condemn  h«r  aon,  or  ho  could 
BOt  be  proved  guilty ;  a  peculiarly  just  law  in  a  nation  where 
more  tnan  one  wife  was  allowed.  Without  it,  liovr  often 
might  the  more  favoured  work  upon  the  husband  to  boliere 
fiJue  tales  of  the  ofiapring  of  her  rival !  How  o^u  might 
uiDooence  have  been  condemned,  injuMice  and  cruelty  per- 
mitt«d,  in  a  man's  own  houiiehcild  I  KviU  eBc-ctualiy  prevented 
by  the  father's  witness  being  unavailable  without  that  of  the 
aocnser'a  own  mother — one,  we  most  feel,  not  at  all  likelv  to 
come  fonraid  against  her  own  child,  nnleRi  his  crimes  oad 
bu«u  so  honous  as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  lior  shieldtag 
him  any  longer.  We  have  no  n^corded  instanoes  of  §ucb  a 
fearful  eril  in  Ixracl ;  but  the  severe  law  ^rcn  in  case  of  such. 
should  never  be  forgottcD  by  us,  marking,  as  it  doe&  tb* 
wrath  and  justice  of  the  Lord  against  all  those  of  His  cboaeti 
people  who  could  forget,  neglect,  or  wilfully  abuse,  in  any  one 
point,  their  duty  to  their  earthly  pareiiti. 

Although  mothers  are  not  individually  commanded  to 
instruct  their  children  in  the  kaowledge  of  uod  and  Hit  Law, 
they  are  ctTlaiuly  joined  with  the  fathera  in  the  perfomaiiM 
of  that  nut:red  duty.  Every  statute,  every  ordinance,  fp^m 
by  the  Li>nl  to  Mones,  was  alwaj's  introduced  by  the  oommaiid, 
"Speak  ye  to  the  children  <tfl»rael;"  "Say  ve  to  the  childraa 
of  Israd  ;"  or,  "  Hear,  0  Ivael ;"  words  including;  the  wAob 
oongngatiDti,  male  iimi  pkmalb.  Had  man  only  been  iaduded, 
Uoeee  would  Imve  aildruKwd  tlium  as  Bon^  or  as  fatbnra  of 
tiSaeB,  as  wo  find  Aaron  mid  his  sodi^  and  the  priest* 
ZJevites,  in  some  few  inHtnnces  particulatly  specified.  That 
woman  is  intimately  joined  with  man  in  the  religious  io- 
struotioD  of  her  childrni,  is  also  proved  by  the  fact  that  the 
mothers  of  the  kiofs  of  Isnivl  and  Judah  are  always  atea^ 
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tioned  by  oKtat,  as  if  to  th«ii,  j-et  more  tbao  to  tlicir  fnthtn, 

f  Hitiy  owed  tWir  early  imprewiona  of  good  or  evil  which  their 

I  after  lire*  di«played.    The  wry  command*  rcgtirdiog  pareaU 

I  we  stroDff  ooufirmation.     A  sod  couhl  not  honour,  muI  fear, 

»ad  love  oia  motlier,  if  he  only  owed  her  his  firal  nourishment, 

ODd  Kccived  nothing  at  her  hand  but  the  budo  iiutiDctivc  caru 

Mthc  bwte  citation  dieplay  towards  their  youn^.    The  in^ 

I  mortal  miod  an<l  rouL  of  nian  moet  havo  somothing  more  to 

I  tevotence  and  fear,  even  if  the  natural  links  binding  mother 

;iuid  wn  were  »ufli'-ieut  (which  wo  much  doubt)  to  call  for 

I  ion.    In  commanding  reverence  nnd  cbcdicuce  from  children, 

I  God  ioaew  that  He  h^  so  ^ftvd  the  Hebrew  mother,  and  so 

lawked  her  duties  and  position,  as  tn  render  such  emotions 

Imerely  her  due.     To  her,  then,  as  well  as  to  tlie  father,  are 

[tiloM  important  injunctiona  contained  in  Daut  vi  30 — 85, 

n^^aticaUy  arldrcsed ;  and  according  to  the  measure  of  her 

obedience  to  them,  so  will  be  the  measure  of  her  diildren's 

reverence  and  love. 

The  same  chapter,  but  a  few  veraes  previous,  had  solemnly 

eommanded  Israel  to  love  the  Lord  his  God  with  heart,  and 

aouL  and  mieht — to  lay  hia  worcU  ujion  bis  own  heart,   and 

teaeo  them  ailitjently  to  hia  children.     And,  after  demandiiu; 

obexUence  and  nithteousnesa  in  other  »tatti  tea,  prooeotU:  "Ana 

when  thy  son  aakeUi  thee  in  time  to  come,  saying,  Wiiat  moan 

tlwne  teatimouieA,   and  statutes,  and    radgueiits  which  th* 

Lord  our  God  baiL  comnianded  you  ?    Then  thou  shall  aay 

unto  thy  *oti.  We  were  l'Uunu)h'«  bondmen  in  Emil,  and  the 

ihotd  brought  xia  out  i>f  K/ypt  with  a  migh^  haua ;  and  the 

fl^ord  Hhewed  «ign.i  and  woiidcre,  great  and  sore,  upon  Egypt, 

inpon  Pltaraoh,  and  upon  all  hie  household  bdoru  our  ayes  ; 

,  antl  He  brought  ns  out  from  thenco  that  He  might  bring  us 

ill,  to  ^^vc  i»  the  land  which  Uc  Hwnre  uata  onr  latbon.    And 

the  Iiord  commanded  us  to  do  all  these  statutes,  to  fear  the 

tXord  our  God,  for  our  good  always,  that  He  might  preserve 

[ns  alive,  as  it  is  at  this  day.    And  it  is  our  righteou&n«e8  if 

ive  observe  to  do  all  these  oommandmente  before  the  Lord  oar 

I^God,  as  He  hath  commanded  na" 

\  On  the  weich^  aii.  which  to  Hebrew  pacents  is  compnsed 
ia  these  emphatic  verece,  wo  must  not  at  present  linger,  save 
to  observe,  that  much  as  was  required  from  jiarentt^  when  the 
law  was  given,  and  in  Jcnisalcm,  still  more  is  needed  now. 
[Vft  have  to  add  to  the  histoiy  of  our  bondage  and  rcdcmptioD, 
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that  of  onr  glny  luid  ««r  nns — of  our  fint  CAstmty  uid 
pnrtUl  rostorntinn — OUT  renewed  wad  incrcAml  intquitieA— of 
the  long  sufTcrtng,  long  forhonmioe  of  lui  infinitclr  ra«rcifal 
God — of  His  Bvtrtcd,  yet  nt  length  falling  wratii— of  onr 
exile,  our  porsecutioD,  and  iniserjr— all  which  Moses  himself 
fnrebold ;  and  yet  our  ncvcr-ilyjiig  hope,  our  incentiTe  for  ooBf 
sUDcy,  even  throug-h  the  flumM  of  maTtyrdom,  or  the  more 
lingering  martynlom  of  a  crushed  ipirit  and  broken  heart ; 
the  imperatire  neceaeity  of  a  rtturu  unto  the  Lord  through 
liitniility  and  right  eon  aness,  tnuting  in  Him  to  purify  and 

All  thio  must  now  be  added  to  the  parental  instruotioB 
enfc^n^cd  lir  Mo^es ;  and  all  this  k  equally  demanded  from  tht 
mnllii-r  iw  from  the  father,  would  they  receire  to  its  full  extent 
th«  reverence  ordaitied  by  God  himself.  For  not  by  fT9Uft 
alone  nniRt  this  iuatruction  be  given.  The  voune  spirit  miut 
he  led  by  cxnmplc  aa  weU  aa  ejcbortation.  Let  him  wo  that 
the  in.itnictiona  of  his  parents  come  from  the  heart  na  well  as 
lips — influence  their  thoughts,  words,  and  actions — nay,  tlwir 
very  bi-ing — and  never  need  they  despair.  However  long  it 
may  be  before  the  fruit  ther  have  ao«ni  ap^ar,  it  will  spring 
into  beautiful  mntunty  at  Inst,  and  thod  ita  purest  fragrance 
ID  that  hour  nhen  the  fnJthfii]  mother  watches  the  rapid 
approach  of  that  last  struggle  vhioh  aball  wing  her  spirit  la, 
the  footstool  of  her  God. 

Will,  then,  the  Hebrew  mother  rest  content  with  the 
aftKi^ed  her  by  the  ignorant  and  the  prejudiced,  and 
strain  every  nerve,  rouso  every  energy,  to  make  the  oommaad 
of  t!ie  KKfrnal  for  her  cJuldrcu  to  hoaour  and  fear  her,  viSf, 
and  joyous  to  obey. 

She  haa  done,  and  she  does  this  1  Not  aalnr,  not  a  stinn^ 
not  a  ithadow  can  be  Hung  upon  the  conduct  of  Hebrew 
mothera  to  their  olTapring.  Neglect,  injustice,  partiality,  waat 
of  affection,  harshiie^  coldiicsit  filing  by  fashion  bctwteo 
motlH-r  and  chiid,  that  littleness  and  jealousy  which  would 
keen  hack  youthful  loveliness  for  a  longer  im^vidual  idgn,'^ 
sucli  things  may  be  known — may  be  common,  among  other 
nations,  mit  to  the  Helirew  they  arc  utterly  unknown.  It  h 
easy  to  nSHcrt  that  t!ie  woman  of  Israel  is  degraded  aod  s 
slave ;  but  did  such  false  accusers  visit  a  domestio  circle— did 
they  but  nee  a  Hebrew  mother  and  her  children — tliey  wonld 
find  itdiiricuUtoj:<fWtf  it.    Then    letcvcry  son  of  Isnel  |»> 
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fl^Tc  nieh  nJiinmu  tmtnitig  (rnm  hit  mother,  in  additioD,  or 
nther  clueelv  twined,  tn  the  mnrAt  and  intcUoctunl  edticali'>D 
ihe  bu  BO  lonR  K'ven,  thnt  hi.'  mivy  bu  rendy,  from  bis  rery 
ilKiybood,  indiKiiaiitly  to  rvpiidiKte  the  oUnrgc,  and  prove,  b^ 
lit  whoLe  condin't — nlikv  in  public  carogr,  as  well  as  his 
doDuatio  nrereooe  and  love — trmt  hU  mothor  ia  at  tne  in  tbs 
dght  of  man,  m  responsible  in  the  eight  of  Qod,  and  as  much 
WDotmmoT  of  an  immortal  spirit,  as  his  bther  and  himself 

To  the  MoMio  rdtgion,  then,  and  to  no  oth<>r,  does  not  only 
Ixrael,  but  vnsry  other  nation  by  whom  the  Bible  is  acknow- 
Jed^  divine,  ow«  the  elevation,  tho  dignity,  the  holiiiMa  of 
lan  aa  a  motrks.  a  position  marked  out  by  Ood  himself, 
proclaimo'l  and  held  sacred,  not  only  by  the  awful  throat 
ef  puntshmctit,  but  by  the  solemn  promise  of  divine  revrord. 
Clow  aacrvd  tfapn  to  every  son  and  oaughter  of  Isra«l  must  bo 
their  duty  to  their  parents  I  Disobedience,  nt^lect,  ecora, 
are  no  longer  capital  ofiTeDcesaci-ordinj^  to  the  justic*  of  man: 
but,  oh  I  let  ns  not  for  one  mi^ment  for^^t,  that  the  same  Goa 
•bti  oomma,jded  that  such  they  should  be,  is  watching  over 
Israel  etill,  »ill  demand  from  every  chid  if  His  command 
Jias  been  obeyed — from  every  pareul  if  tliey  have  done  their 
duty,  and  tdught  their  childreu  from  earliest  years,  that  di*- 
fibetlit/ttc*  to  tAfta  it  dUobedienea  to  their  Ood,  and  m  Hti  cyM, 
and  in  Hit  law,  a  capital  <t^enu.  Were  this  troth  more 
constantly,  more  imprenively  enforc«il,  the  reciprocal  duties 
of  parent  and  child  would  he  more  easily  and  more  happily 
fulfilled;  and  tlie  hi^art-biirningit,  the  ani^uiiili,  occasioned  to 
pa'^nta  by  neglect  and  imkindoeMv  aod  the  rebellion  and  con- 
4tant  struggle  of  their  off«^ng  to  fling  off  an  authority 
■jKi-'h  itiw  nercr  been  exerted  in  infancy,  and  so  mast  gall  in 
rnnth,  alikn  be  at  an  end,  and  Israel's  homes,  as  well  a»  Israel's 
law.  proclaim  tho  guiding  spirit  and  loving  mercy  of  the  Lord. 
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UV8  POn  TUK  WIVES  OP  IllltABL. 

^„J  tn>titut«d  for  the  protection,  tlie  position,  the  datie^ 

_. ■  wivea  of  Israel,  were  more  peculiar  to  the  m&nneiB  and 

customs  of  the  Hast  only  than  those  rtlatire  to  notbera,  which 
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ean  be  obeyed  tmi  attended  to  in  cverjr  age  and  dime.  Sli  _ 
much  iras  iniititui«d.  even  wilh  reran]  to  wires,  irhich  mnilcMl 
and  Hxed  tlicir  pLi5.itiun,  adiI  decidedly  elevatm  woman  tn  tlw 
scala  of  being,  and  proved  that  thougli,  as  waa  just  and  wise, 
"her desires  must  bow  to  her  huibatid,  and  he  »lii>iiM  nil« 
over  her,"  yet  that  this  rule  was  to  be  one  of  perfect  coatidenet 
and  love. 

It  has  alwaj-s  appeared  a  mystery  how  any  person,  eT«i 
among  the  OenUlea,  who  baa  seriously  reflected  on  and  studUd' 
tbe  word  of  Qod,  can  assert  that  it  was  only  tJtrongh  th* 
pT«iohin(;  of  Je«iLi  aud  hh  apastles  that  woman  took  her  proper 
atntjon,  atid  tlio»f  orditiancea  were  given  which  restninol  th« 
pMtions  of  men  and  made  mairiaf^  a  pure  and  hoty  ti&  Cea- 
turitt  before  the  advent  of  Christiauity  those  laws  went  girmi 
wliieh,  rt^i;aTdinB  and  prohibiting  too  near  cotis^ngninitv  in 
tnarringe,  are  aclcnowlea^d  and  obeved  by  the  whole  civiused 
world.  Where  do  we  find,&mid  the  Qentile  nations,  tlic  ptirity, 
the  chastity.  Die  stunlen  virtue  of  woman,  to  tlie  extent  whicb 
is  still  the  ^lory  of  Israel,  and  which  owes  its  origin  simply  to 
the  laws  winch  were  iitsaed  by  the  Lord  throneh  Mmcs ;  cccming- 
indeed,  most  terribly  nuvcrc^  but  blessed  in  tlu-ir  very  severitj 
br  the  beautiful  purity  in  Israel  wliiob  they  wrought  t  Wsre 
the  law  of  Moseit  iinivfrsaUy  nraeivcd,  how  ditferent  would  be 
the  aspect  of  the  world  I 

Polygamy  was  permitted  in  Israel  At  the  poriod  of  the  ddi- 
very  of  the  law  simply  because  the  EtemM  s  mercy  would  not 
interfere  with  an  immemorial  usage  which  his  wisdomknew,  from 
local  customs  and  lons-indiilged  habit,  would  dcmauil  tioIgdm 
to  be  relinquished.  The  laws  he  instituted  in  no  way  inter* 
fered  with  those  habits  of  His  people  which  custom  had  en- 
deared ;  His  prescience  leaving  to  time  that  improvement  and 
greater  reliuuinont  of  the  human  race  which  demsoiU  ages 
to  aocumjili-Ji.  liut  whioh  would  at  length  fling  aside  of  ilself 
every  futcer  that  once  had  linked  it  to  the  customs  of  Jew 
eoltghtcned  natiouH.  The  Eternal  never  works  bv  suiierhumaii 
agency  when  His  gracious  jilans  can  be  accompfiahed  without 
it.  "  A  thousand  ye:ira  in  Hi.i  si^ht  are  but  ao  yesterday  when 
pasBed,  and  as  »  watch  in  the  ni^ht;"  but  His  infinite  wisdom 
knew  that,  to  finite  miin,  tliat  period  ia  ever  fraught  wiUi  pro- 
greasioD,  and  His  omnLtcicnce  Icutves  to  time,  according  to  th« 
leckooing  of  htimauity,  the  cfTuct  of  His  law  in  thoamchoratioa 
and  improvement  of  tJie  bumiui  race.     Our  very  banisltoHUti 
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Btnid  the  utiODB — •  biuiisliment  occasioned  hf  XsrRfVs  dnfbl 
»bu»e  of  tbe  tender  mcrdcs  of  the  Lnrd — by  his  retroarewion, 
instead  of  aitvaneemtnt,  in  the  glorious  career  to  which  he  was 
destined — by  his  indulgence  of  every  guilty  passion,  and  iittut 
foTgetfulnees  of  his  father's  God  to  ba«  dotm  before  the  idols 
of  bia  idolatrous  wives — this  very  banisliment  will  liurtfy  lamel 
from  ihe  grosser  part  of  his  Eftstern  nature,  and  render  him 
fitted,  by  iucr«aae  of  purity  and  refinement,  to  become  once 
more  tbe  first-bom  of  the  Lord,  from  whose  beautiful  land 
those  kws  ahall  issue  once  a^in  to  eaumate  in  reviving  hght 
Aud  gladcie-ta  over  tbe  whole  world. 

But,  though  permitted  by  the  Mosaic  law,  polygamy  was  so 
Kotricted,  that  the  jirotection,  happiiiesa,  and  well-<Ioing  of 
both  wives  were  provided  for;  no  partiality  could  permit  in- 
justice ;  the  man  that  did  so  wna  iiunishable  by  law.  "  If  a 
man  hare  two  wives,  the  one  belovea  and  the  other  hated,  and 
they  have  bonw  him  children  both  the  beloved  and  the  hat^d, 
uiii  if  tite  fint-born  son  be  hers  thnt  is  hnt'cd,  then  it  Khali  be 
wltrn  bo  m»ketb  his  sons  t«  inherit  all  that  he  hnth,  that  ho 
nay  oot  malie  the  son  of  the  beloved  first-born  Wfore  the  son 
of  the  hated,  which  is  indeed  the  fiitt-bom,  bat  ho  shall 
soknowledce  tbe  Bon  of  the  hated  for  the  first-born  by  giviug 
him  a  double  portion  of  all  that  he  hath." 

The  Hebrew  term  tmniiUted  hated  here,  as  in  tbe  case  of 
Leah,  does  not  wgoify  so  strong  a  feeling,  but  simply  the  one 
Uu  beteved  than  the  other.  Arid  aa  had  already,  been  praeti- 
cally  illnatrated  in  the  wives  of  the  Patriarch  Jacob,  t£i8  law 
provides  for,  and  fixes  the  perfect  equatitv  of  both;  guarding 
the  less  beloved  frooi  all  the  evil  effects  of  indiscriminate  par< 
tiolity,  and  ntterlypreventing  the  father  from  doing  iniusUce 
to  her  offspring.  Tne  care  taken  of  every  member  of  a  Jewish 
family — from  the  strongest  to  the  weakest — by  the  law  of  God, 
would,  had  that  law  been  obeyed,  have  effectually  prevented 
tliat  fearfol  abuse  of  the  Lonra  mercy  in  not  interfering  with 
the  ancient  ciLttoms  of  His  people,  which  in  the  time  of  the 
monarchy  so  disgraced  and  desecrated  Israel.  Hut  let  not  tbe 
scofler  cart  tlie  odium  of  such  abuse  on  the  Jewinh  law.  That 
law  was  pure — infused  with  the  love,  the  cumimMiiou,  the 
foKtcriiig  care,  tlic  justice,  and  the  severity  of  the  God  from 
whom  it  oame.  ha  onr-DiBMCK  woald  have  wrought  "  tbe  days 
of  hesTcn  opon  the  earth."  Itn  i>eoBKi>tBSCE,  springbg  from 
tiie  inube  smfalDcas  of  man,  wrought  evil  (rom  X\i«  igwa,  «Bi^ 
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)>Iiu]ged  the  wbole  nation  of  IetmI  into  t}i«t  fcatful  abyss  of 
crime  which  could  OD  Iv  be  expiated  by  ae«6  of  miaer)' and  bWd. 

But  though  allotctJ  to  exist  withont  beinj;  coii^dered  a  crinw 
at  the  period  of  the  redemption  from  Eg}-pt,  for  the  reaaoBt 
stated  above,  the  laws  of  Mosee,  relating  to  conjugal  dodei. 
provided  for  one  wife  alws,  thoa  provuig  tli«  anperior  aaa 
nolier  purity  of  such  nniona  in  the  sight  of  God,  aod  tlm 
forcilily  marking  the  distinction  between  those  customs  which 
were  to  Iaf>t  lor  ever,  through  ev^  age,  and  rac«,  um)  blim^ 
and  tho^e  nliich  were  merely  natioQalised  &om  previous  tialiit 
aud  aj»ocint  ion. 

'I'Uf.  wmtti  of  heart  and  feeling,  of  puipose  and  obedlenoo, 
nhicli  wiut  <j[ii;iiri<-i[  by  Qod  himself  from  the  rery  beginning  to 
exist  btiiwo-ii  hiihliuiul  uad  wife,  and  which  oould  only  opriiig 
from  [lerfect  i^uality,  is  most  beautifully  in/uwd  ihrougboni 
the  law.  Inferred  from  Uto  simple  fact  lli»t  ju  ercry  rcMrdsd 
instance  of  ennmeration  at  festinls,  eatiag  of  holy  mcsttt 
obedience  to  oommaiidmcnts,  j».,  tlie  wiEs  is  not  distinct^ 
mentioned,  altUougb  every  otJtor  domestic  relaUoa  is  exprettlf 
stated.  Atm«  with  her  huoband,  the  nifo  was  included  in  th* 
•mpbatio  Moo,  to  whom  the  command  or  ordinance  wasad- 
drMoed.  The  children  and  Ecn'ants  of  a  household  might  bava 
icbcUiousIy  turned  aside  from  the  prwcpts  of  the  Locd,  but 
the  vife's  duty  and  happiness  were  otu  with  her  hosbaJid'tL 
Her  will  was  his  when  that  will  was  ^ided  and  sanctified  br 
the  will  of  God.  That  she  could  require  the  divine  commsna 
individually  to  keep  holy  the  Sabbath  day,  to  share  the  foasfc 
of  the  ofi'eriugs,  &c,  was  a  suppoeition  too  utterly  at  ranaoos 
with  her  duty  as  a  daugliter  and  wife  in  Israel,  to  detnatid  * 
distinct  law — being  counted  aniongat  those  to  whom  Hoses 
proclaimed,  "  When  all  Israel  is  come  to  appear  befon  the 
Lord  thy  God,  in  tlie  place  which  He  shall  choose.  tho« 
sh&lt  read  this  law  before  ail  Israel  in  their  hearing;  Gather 
the  people  together,  men,  womett,  and  children,  and  the  atntiger 
that  is  wittiin  thy  galea,  lliat  they  may  hear,  and  that  t£ev 
may  learn,  and  fear  the  Lord  your  God,  and  observe  to  do  aU 
the  words  of  this  law,"  no  Hebrew  wife  oould  have  needed 
more,  for  she,  as  well  aa  her  husband— oim  with  him — was  the 
recipient,  the  obeyer,  and  the  proranlj^ator  of  every  law  in 
which  there  was  no  .ipi'i^ified  diatinotioa  of  individual  duties. 

That  the  omisuon  of  wife  in  the  comman<lmcut'4  and  ordi- 
nances which  i^eoify  other  membi-is  of  the  fiunily,  cannot  bo 
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token  in  any  oUier  light,  is  proved  bj-  the  focb  that  wliorover 
there  ww  a  poaubilit)-  of  her  occupying  a  distinct  po>iU<»n,  or 
bcinif  wgaged  in  any  devices  or  emjiloymenta  ooiitnr}'  lo  Ui« 
will  of  her  nnaband,  she  ia  expreuir  named. 

"  TIku  ehalc  not  covet  thy  neiKhtwur'e  uni/i*,"  ia  empluitically 
oommanded  by  the  same  Divine  Voice  which  omitt«d  her,  or, 
rather,  included  her  in  the  "  thou  "  to  whom  tlie  fourth  of  the 
aome  precepU,  nhcnce  the  lino  we  have  quoted  wu  tht;  tenth, 
wu  given.  Thnggiiarding  her  aafttv  and  prohibiting  the  very 
fint  tiioujiht  towatiiM  hex  which  could  have  led  to  tin. 

A^n,  "  If  thy  bruthor,  tlio  eon  of  tby  mother,  or  thy  son, 
or  thy  danghtcr,  or  the  wife  0/  tht/  botom,  or  tlie  friend  vbotn 
thou  loveab  lu  tliinc  own  huuI,  coticc  thcc  scoreUy,  sayingj  Let 
sa  KO  and  serve  other  goiU,  whom  thon  but  not  known,  tbou 
and  thy  lathers,  &o.,  thou  sholt  not  consent  unto  him.  dot 
hearken  unto  him  ;  Dcither  shall  thine  eye  pity,  neither  sbalc 
thou  Sparc,  nfitlier  shalt  tliou  conceal  him."  Uerc,  in  intimats 
conjnoction  with  the  preceding  commandment,  is  a  pimtive 
meuiioD  of  the  wife,  supposing  licr  to  be  actuated  by  I'eiliiigs 
and  priodples  so  distinct  from  hei  husband  as  to  tempt  him  to 
sin.  The  omission  of  wives  in  ordinances  where  evciy  other 
member  of  the  household  ia  named  is  not,  then,  in  any  way 
wbatever  to  Buppose  her  a  nonentity,  a  mere  name  in  urae^ 
but  simply  to  mark  her  onenent  with  her  husband  in  every  du^ 
to  her  God  and  in  every  command  and  reetrictioD  of  His  law, 
addre&sed  to  ths  chuubek  of  Israd  and,  therefore^  binding  on 
them  BOTO. 

"  When  a  man  has  taken  a  wife  he  shall  not  go  out  to  war ; 
neither  Hhall  be  be  charged  with  any  businciv,  but  he  »hn]l  be 
free  at  home  for  one  year,"  Were  this  the  whole  hiw,  w«  might 
justly  suppose  that  tlie  happiness  of  man  w.ts  alone  regnnlcd  : 
but  It  iit  not  so.  Why  was  tliis  year  of  release  gr.intcd  him  i 
For  his  own  enjoyment — his  own  pteasuTc  ?  Ho  I  but  to 
"  cheer  up  " — or,  lu  othi-r  words,  to  make  happy — the  wife 
which  lie  hod  taken.  Words  how  ox<iuieiteIy  descnptivc  of  the 
Utemal's  tender  sympathy  in  the  tarthlg  happiness  of  His 
ohiUlreo.  Ho  oondescendid  to  outer  into  the  minute  details 
vt  domectio  life ;  He  giinrdcd  even  their  earthly  happiness 
fttHB  all  contingencies,  and  proved  that  He  demanded  not  His 
love  to  be  realised  only  in  sorrow,  but  that  joy — chastened, 
Qnritaaliied,  by  gratitude  and  love — was  cqnally  aooept«ble 
■lad  blcMcd. 
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Miu  might  find  hitpptncas  spart  from  his  wife,  even  in  tbe 
fint  jreor  of  h\a  mama£«.  Tbc  exciting  call  of  war,  or  tbe 
grower  and  more  OQgnnsing  claims  of  business,  mieht  eaHily 
obtain  such  dominioa  as  to  render  him  Ices  careful  of  nis  bootA, 
len  anxious  for  the  hsppinees  of  his  wife,  thui  were  be  Crae. 
WomaohuDoeuch  claims  to  share  her  be*rt  with  her  hushand. 
Almost  more  than  auy  other  time  in  her  )roun£  existence  does 
slie  need  the  protectuig  care  and  fosti?riDK  tendemeea  of  muL 
in  the  fiTst  year  of  her  wedded  life.  She  nas  left  the  home  of 
her  youth,  the  fond  parents  who  had  lavished  on  her  such  love 
and  c&re,  that  it  seems  dtrange  how  shi.>  can  possibly  exist 
without  them.  Bhe  has  turned  from  the  occupatmos,  the 
amuiiementA  of  her  early  years— dear  from  long  assodation — 
to  ent«r  into  an  entirely  new  scene,  new  feeliiiits,  new  duties, 
new  responsibilities;  and  for  guidance  and  support,  tuuler  ber 
God,  looks  with  justice  to  her  husband  aloneL  She  nay  be 
ealted  upon  to  battle  with  sickncs  and  with  pain,  and  she  bit  no 
mother  Viiide  lier  to  gire  her  the  fond  cares  of  a  tender  nnne 
and  take  liom  he.r  all  household  duties.  She  has  tume<l  from 
^1  for  the  love  of  one.  And  how  may  she  be  Itappy  if  that 
one  bo  torn  from  her  by  the  call  to  war,  perhaps  never  to 
return ;  or  hy  civil  dutittt.  which,  though  the  lesser  evil,  niij;bt 

Jet  chuck  the  daily  intercoune  of  mutual  love  and  oonfideoea 
or  which  she  pines  ? 

But,  left  "free  for  one  year,"  how  much  of  felicity,  not 
only  for  the  present,  but  the  future,  would  that  single  oidi- 
nance  bring  to  both.  And  must  not  we,  the  lineal  deecendanta 
of  thiise  to  whom  sUch  a  revelation  of  God's  love  was  given, 
feel,  to  our  heart's  core,  that  God  is  indeed  the  God  of  love 
which  He  pruclaimed  Himself  to  Mosea?  Surely  no  woman 
of  Israel  can  ft-ar  to  ajijiroach  Him,  deeming  Him  a  being  too 
awfully  holy  to  look  i>!)  .tuch  as  her,  when  that  uiiai>proaonaUe 
boliufiMt  is  veiled  by  xuch  a  flood  of  irradiating  love  towardt 
ber  individually,  that  she  is  more  than  wi.-alc,  is  gtiilty,  if  the 
keep  aloof,  ami  ivUiw,  under  the  mi.ttukcn  plea  of  too  great 
unworthiuew,  b>diisp  thfincrov proffered,  and  fold  iUtbenlit^ 
balsam  to  her  hv^n.  God  would  not  bid  us  lore  Him,  if  w* 
were  too  unworthy  so  to  do.  He  would  not  in  His  every  law. 
His  every  promiw,  demonstrate  His  compassionating  care,  His 
appealing  love,  Uis  long-euffering  mercy,  did  He  deem  us  too 
unworthy  to  rcc^elve  them.  Can  the  6owcr  that  gems  tbe  grass 
give  buc«  tbe  loving  caro  that  there  hath  pUced,  guards,  and 
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will  renew  it?  Can  the  dird  give  back  the  ftwtering  \crn 
wliich  (jiiaTtls  its  fragile  form,  tcaclie^  tlie  constniction  oi  its 
tiny  neit,  and  guarda  iu  helpless  young  1  Can  the  insect 
know  and  return  the  Father's  lore  that  (guards  ite  poffiamer 
life,  btesiM  it  with  acute  sensation,  and  eadona  H  with  sucli 
wiadom  in  the  coustructioa  of  iUi  web,  neat,  or  c«ll,  as  to 

Incite  mnu'a  envy  ?  Yet,  baa  not  the  Eternal  care  for  these  1 
and  will  not  therefore  all  Nature  confirm  Hia  ])recioa9  word, 
and  tell  tis  He  has  etiunl  care  and  equal  love  for  us  t  Tnie, 
wc  Ittvo  nnncd — we  do  sin — and,  olnA !  irill  sin  again,  till 
t^at  UchhkI  day  when  the  "  stony  heart  shall  be  replaced  with 
«  heart  of  flesh,"  whiiih  will,  unsullied  by  mortal  frailtiea, 
deav«  unto  clie  Ijord.  Yet  Qod  luia  ^ren  us  power  to  etruggle 
wilb  and  renivt  the  evil,  if  wo  caniiot  in  this  world  whojly 
conquer  it.  He  hiM  told  us,  that  "  His  ways  arc  not  our  way^ 
and,  therefore,  however  incomprehcn«ible  to  finite  man,  "  in 
^a  sbnll  the  Skkd  of  Isbakl  be  justified,  and  shall  gloiy." 
_  ^uhaa  taught  ns,  in  infinite  compassion,  what  w«  must  DO, 
and  how  FBKL,  to  bu  acceptable  in  Ilia  sight ;  not  in  the  law 
alone — for  if  we  study  oi^Iy  that  in  our  captivity,  we  eliall  be 
wpalled  by  the  ordinances  we  cannot  now  perform — but  in 
His  prophets  and  the  Psalms,  which,  as  rules  of  conduct  and 
of  feeling,  wilt  give  us  all  we  need. 

As  a  statute  uf  the  laraelitish  state,  the  law  we  have  been 
eanadering  is  no  longer  obeyed  j  it  cannot  be  for  we  are  not 
now  in  our  own  land ;  but  it  is  the  spirit  of  the  ordinance 
which  BO  nearly  concerns  us,  more  espcciiUly  as  women. 

To  recognise  to  it'*  full  extent  the  distinction  between  th« 
ways  of  God  and  the  ways  of  man,  so  bukiitlfully  display«d  in 
thU  oiir  taw,  let  u.*  think  one  moment  on  the  policy  actuating 
leadoia  and  Inwgiven  of  more  nodero  times,  men  professing 
to  bo  guided  hy  the  spirit  of  love  sjid  peace.  Wlicre,  in  feudu 
time*,  do  we  find  provision  thus  mode  for  the  newly  wedded  ? 
A  Btigma,  never  to  be  blotted  out,  would  have  clung  round 
the  nnmc  and  reputation  of  that  man  who  would  not  turn 
from  Ilia  home  and  young  wife,  even  on  his  mamage  day,  at 
the  first  rude  call  to  Uwkss,  and  often  most  uanecessaTy  war. 
Where  do  wc  find  lawgivers,  princes  and  nobler  ever  taking 
_^  into  oonuderation  the  comfort  and  peace,  we  will  not  even  say 
^B  happiness,  of  their  female  followers  t  Where  were  laws  ever 
^^  iaaned  for  her,  to  guard  with  fostering  tenderness  her  gentle 
I        virtnefl,  her  clingbg  affections,  her  domestic  charms  1    vi  here, 
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MTc  in  th«  Uw  of  Ood  1  To  attract  attenlion,  to  wis 
pect,  to  obtain  proUtction,  she  wm  compelled  to  htmon^rtat 
tlua  ffood,  to  l4.>aT«  her  n&tiiral  sphere,  nad  muiifett  fortitsd*, 
bmreiy,  ud  dcTotcdoeae,  quslitjei  ind«ed  vxci-llent  in  thrm- 
aclrcs,  bat,  db  proved  in  tbo  middle  igw,  only  valued  {^^z  tbinr 
near  relation  to  tlie  qnalitiet  of  the  mrriur,  aad  depBitvie 
irom  woown's  onliouf  habitg  and  home.  And  by  what 
thonsaDds  cf  Buffering  women,  of  all  am,  mutt  tbcae  chano- 
teriatica  have  been  unattainable  and  in  conuqnMoe  how 
maoT  tbonsands  left  to  all  the  miaaiy  of  deeerted  homee^ 
onuhed  affectioiu,  and  the  counties  nameleoB  tortarts  borne 
br  woman  in  a  iomly  noprotected  path  t  And  much  later 
uan  the  feudal  timea,  a  period  but  very  little  TviDored  into 
the  paat — shall  ne  uy  the  horrible  conscription  which  devas- 
tated FVanoe,  and  every  eonqnered  t«rritor>'  owning  Buoaa(nrt« 
as  madter.  manifested  that  care  of  voman,  that  tender  sym- 
pathy in  her  every  feelmg,  which  we  are  told  is  only  foond 
with  the  believere  in  the  ^i^p^l  ^  ^^^  must  jodse  of  the 
divinity  of  laws  by  the  »])trit  which,  from  their  oWivanoe, 
emanates  over  thoM  to  whom  they  are  binding.  The  Jewish 
law  i^  on  many  point«,  during  our  captivity,  impossible  to  be 
obaerred.     Yet  we  mc  the  spirit  of  tte  ancient  ordtnanoea  itiU 

Siding  our  homesteads,  impaling  the  gentlent  and  mcst  con* 
ing  spirit  towards  woman  in  every  relation  in  life.  The 
Hebrew  may  KCarcelr  be  conscions  wliat  actuittca  his  teoderiMH 
towatda  hit  wife  an<l  children,  but  it  come  from  the  spirit  of 
that  Uw,  given  to  his  fathers,  in  which  woman  wiu*  marked  aa 
the  eepecial  care  and  protection  of  the  Lord.  The  law,  in 
form,  like  the  human  mmc,  may  die  for  a  time,  but  the  spirit 
i^  the  ordinances,  like  the  soul  of  the  body,  u  immortal,  and 
will  revive  again  the  shell  from  which  awhile  it  may  bate 
flown. 

The  Law  of  Vows  b  oonsidered  by  some  derogatorr  to  tha 
dignity  of  woman,  by  rendering  her  liable  to  the  wJl  of  her 
bnsband,  and  subject  to  his  approval,  even  in  ber  devoting 
benelf  to  her  God.  We  will  endeavour  to  prove  that  the 
sappoeitton  is  mijtakon.  Ki|ually  acc^)<t&ble  and  responsible 
as  man  in  the  ai|!ht  of  God,  still,  as  we  have  snid  before,  "  her 
desires  were  to  Ikiw  tci  her  husband."  She  neglected  her  con- 
jogal  duty  if  she  pursued  any  coursw,  even  under  the  Tiretenco 
<MF  rsligiuus  motivcH,  contrary  to  his  will.  A  sinitular  vow 
demanded  a  volitntuy  relinquishment  of  domestic  autiea  and 


to  cl«ri>t«  henelf  in  some  wtty  to  Hu  service, 
is  ^Rcmlly  Htipposed  iu  tomt  oDjilovinctits  of  th  *  Tubcranok, 
DT  ID  tbc  m.-rTicc  of  Hiit  poor,  or  in  tliv  "  bindiag  oath  to  afflict 
the  soul,"  giving  licrecif  up  for  u  certain  time  to  individu&l 
fut  ud  pinyur.  Now  few  wumcD  in  Ifmol,  except  orph&nod 
ringle  woiDOn,  and  ohildlciw  widowK,  could  ho  to  independently 
ntnitod  as  to  make  and  follow  up  tbww  rows,  without  inteiv 
fering  vitb  some  nearer  doiDCstlc  duty.  Woman's  sphere  in 
tba  law  of  God,  without  doubt,  is  noMB ;  her  noblest  attraction, 
dflTOtedocn  to  thoao  witli  whom  elie  is  there  tbrown  in  duily 
inteioouise.  Some  women  there  are,  who  tind  not  only  duty, 
but  pleasure  there — not  only  love  but  safety.  Others  again, 
restless  and  discontented,  fanOT  tbey  should  be  happier,  and 
better,  and  more  usefiil,  any  woeire  out  where  cbey  are,  aud 
giadlf  seite  the  fiist  pretence  to  tum  asiile. 

Spiritaal  derotedneeB  is  too  often  a  worhlly  snare,  and  the 
pride  of  hoIinefB  the  most  dangeroos  tsmptatiou  which  can 
povbly  aaiail  as.  We  have  often  heard  [amoneHt  the  Gen- 
tiles indeed,  not  amongst  our»clve»,  for  we  haTc  unhappily  too 
few  enthuuasts  of  any  kind)  of  whiit  iit  termed  a  saint  (ue 
abhor  the  ialaity  of  the  term,  but  we  arc  uiting  now  the  U»- 
gna^  of  the  world).  One  avowedly  dcvotutl  to  tiie  cause  of 
leliffiOD :  paa^iug  huun  in  her  closet,  snrrnunded  by  relij^ious 
booKS,  all,  wo  may  obnerve,  ecmmmtarw,  but  not  the  H'ord 
<ff  Lift  itself;  or,  with  rcliginua  friends,  wearing  a  pe>:iillBr 
orca^  and  most  peculiar  manners  j  visiting  tliu  poor,  more 
eften  vith  tracts  tuan  food  ;  censuring  pvery  innocent  aionso- 
ment  as  profnuc,  and  temptiittnns  of  Satan  ;  bearing  words  of 
bomility  on  tlic  lips,  but  of  pride  in  heart ;  outwardly  ooD- 
dauaing  and  abhorring  her  own  sins,  but  inward]^  thanking 
Ood  that  she  is  so  much  holier  than  others :  robip^  rdif[ton 
ID  such  dark  and  terrible  colours,  tliat  the  young  apint  dinuks 
from  it,  and  plunges  in  the  wnrld  with  renewed  HSt,  to  esc&pe 
from  the  faintest  tiembUnco  of  its  acceptance. 

If  there  be  such,  mistaken  tliey  certtunly  are ;  but  their 
jndgment  rests  with  Him  whom  ther  seek  after  their  ■>wn 
thoughts  to  serve,  not  with  their  brother  man,  who,  without 
some  more  true  and  sacred  guidi',  might  equally  be  led  luitnty. 
We  have  merely  alluded  to  this  class  of  religious  entliusioetd, 
more  clearly  to  manifest  the  evil  which  the  law  of  vows  effeo- 
tually  excluded,  but  which,  without  such  law,  might,  from  the 
holinitda  pervading  God's  people,  have  been  more  than  likely 
to  ensue. 
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Man  did  not  n«ed  such  restriint  upon  his  "  eingnUr  towb  ;" 
became,  in  the  fint  place,  h«  was  mora  iodetfendent  thaa 
woman  ;  ui  the  next  mnon,  not  fetUng,  being  nis  guide,  he 
was  not  likely  to  fall  into  the  temptation  of  ill-reguIated 
«ntliusiaEn),  even  in  his  holiest  and  dearest  dat^.  Woman's 
guide  in  ceneral  is  feeling ;  she  is  a  creature  of  impube,  era 
Ukely,  unlera  sironclj-  yet  tenderly  restTatned,  to  turn  aside 
from  the  safer  and  less  excitable  path  of  daily  duty,  wherever 
the  affection^,  or  the  enthusiasm  of  the  tnomeut  may  lead. 
AJore  eai)eci:iUy  is  she  likely  to  fall  into  this  temptation  when 
fimt  awakened  to  the  cUim^  and  beauty,  and  comfort  of  reU> 
gion.  The  simple  duties  of  hoiue  then  seem  little  worth. 
compared  to  the  service  of  heaven.  Uentelf,  her  parents  aoa 
hrotners,  husband  and  «hi1dn>n,  appear  of  slender  cooBequeoM 
oompaied  to  the  state  of  her  aneouona  and  faith  towards  Qod. 
The  perfect  compatibility  of  her  duties  towards  God  and  t(^ 
wards  man  is  uupercdved.  She  cannot  realise  that  the  nn^ 
fadtfuing,  uoexcititig  duties  of  domestic  usefulnen,  iofused 
witn  thoughts  of  God  and  of  His  word,  is  thi>  path  most 
acceptable  to  Uiin.  And  BCTi-rin^  instead  of  uniting,  she 
neulect^  what  slie  At^ia^  tiu>  ic.*»er,  to  pursue  the  greater  du^. 

Maii^  avenuca  were  open  to  the  wives  of  leiw  to  tempt 
the  talcing  "  singular  vows."  Tlio  birth  of  children,  the  rcoo- 
veiy  from  illness,  escape  from  djuwer,  receipt  of  some  unex- 
pected blessing,  dread  of  impeMing  sorrow,  or  misfortune 
axtroonlinarily  averted,  and  sin  repented  of,  all  thew  mighty 
in  the  close  links  nhicb,  when  the  law  was  given,  bound  lErael 
to  the  Lord,  and  in  the  warm  pa^iunatc  emotiona  of  H^tifm 
women,  have  impelled  either  the  vow  of  service,  to  make  mani- 
£nt  their  thanb^ving,  or  the  vow  of  affliction  by  bating 
and  prs^,  to  propitiate  the  Lord  and  turn  away  his  wrath. 
And  this  TOW  might  be  taken  in  a  moment  of  strong  feeling, 
without  sufficient  thought  as  to  the  possibility  of  its  perfona- 
ance,  without  tnterfertug  with  the  comforts  of  her  husband 
and  children,  or  her  duties  to  her  household.  Was  it  not, 
then,  just  and  wise,  that  the  impetnoiis  feeling  of  woniaa 
shaold  be  guided  and  tenderly  restrained  by  the  calmer. 
stronger  rea^im  and  foresii;ht  of  man  ? 

But  lliat  tht.4  depeiideuoe  on  her  husband  in  no  way  sub- 
jected  her  to  bis  caprice,  is  proved  by  the  law  which  we  will 
extract  at  length.  "  If  a  woman  sl^  vow  a  vow  unto  tha 
liord,  and  bind  herself  by  a  bond  .  .  .  And  if  ahe  had  at  ^ 
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a  hnshnni]  wheo  she  vowed  or  atlered  &u([ht  out  of  her  lips 
wherewith  she  bouud  her  soul ;  and  her  husband  heAxA  it,  ftud 
held  his  peace  at  her  ill  the  (Uy  lliat  he  hetinl  it,  thctn  h«r 
TOwa  shall  aUod,  &wi  her  bouds  wherewith  ahn  ImuHil  hur  iioal 
ahnll  fttAnd.  But  if  hci  husbnud  dia.illovFed  her  »ii  the  dnv 
that  he  heard,  then  he  ahall  make  hi-r  vuwh  which  she  vowed, 
nod  that  whioh  she  nttered  with  her  lijiit,  wheruwithoho  bouud 
her  aoul,  of  none  efTeet,  aiid  tiie  L'lnl  iiliall  folate  h«r.  .... 
Every  row,  aiid  every  btudiiiK  uulh  to  nf!ict  the  soul,  her  hus- 
bfktid  may  e«tabli»h  it,  or  nor  hii«ba»d  may  raukc  it  void. 
BiU  if  Mr  Auiidtkl  hold  hU  pea<e  at  her  from  das  '"  <^'y> 
tittn  At  titabiitUtk  ail  Imr  vow»,  <»■  all  htr  boniU  whkJi  aro 
upon  htr.  ff4  ccnfirrtwth  tham,  btcauw  he  ktld  his  peaca  at 
her  in  the  day  that  k«  h«ard  ihim.  A  nd  if'  ke  rhall  any  wayt 
mat$  titm  void,  after  that  he  lialh  heardtA«m,  then  bk  suall 
BBUi  HKB  ihiquht"  (Nuiubi-i^  XXX.  3,  $,  7,  B,  13,  14,  15), 

We  here  find  most  pnrticulnr  oan  takeo  to  shield  woman 
from  that  iodecision  and  capiice  fiom  which  she  is  ao  often 
the  innocent  sulTcrcr. 

TIk  honour,  rcs&ect,  and  dcfervnco  which  should  cbarac- 
tcriao  a  wife's  conditct  niid  fcclincs  towards  her  husband,  is 
fart  enforocd,  for  tbo  unpcrfonncd  vow,  or  the  breajting  the 
vows  of  the  lips,  the  Lord  will  forrivo  her,  because  Hussy  have 
been  disallowed  by  her  husband.  Sut  they  mast  be  disallowed 
tchen  taJtm.  ]f  from  indeci&ion.  or  weakness,  or  unkindnesa, 
in  the  detenninatian  to  thwart  the  wishes  of  hia  wife,  ha 
neither  forbids  Dor  coDfirms.  but  remains  silent,  that  silence, 
in  the  sight  of  God  and  to  his  wife,  is  coNFiuHAtioii.  Ue  has 
DO  power  capriciously  to  prevent  the  fultihneut  of  her  bond 
or  TOW  by  declaring  that  silence  is  not  consent,  and  he  does 
not  dioon  tliat  her  von  sball  be  {lerformed.  Ho  cannot  do 
tbii.  His  very  caprice  is  eiTectually  i)revented,  for,  if  he  avt^ 
ting,  the  woman's  breach  of  vows  will  indeed  be  forgiven  to 
her,  but  HR  SHALL  BHAa  ITS  tNtgcrry — a  law  whone  Wiutiful 
jasuce  mnrlu  iu  divine  onuiii  more  forcibly  than  almo.->t  any 
other  euidiug  the  conduct  of  husband  and  wife. 

No  human  li^Utor  could  Iiave  enacted  it,  for  what  kw> 
giver  of  earth  could  hav«  gone  so  deeply  into  the  very  heart 
of  man,  and  goaided  the  domestic  rcUtions  of  lifu  from  such 
petty  yet  constant  nii^ury  a«  capiico  ? 

One  most  consoling  truth  wu  learn  by  this  law :  it  is  in 
itself  s  dirvct  and  poMtivo  refutation  of  the  charge  biougbt 
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a^iDSt  US,  that  Je«iKh  wotnfn  1iat«  no  accMi  to  God- 
ngtit  whutcviT  to  intcTfvrc  with  the  mjuirtmento  )uid  ordi- 
niinccs  of  religion.  Were  womnn  tltu  creature  oT  a  daj, 
im-siiig  hfncc  to  be  no  more,  vfith  neither  hope  of  reward  nor 
liability  to  wrath,  bcj'ODd  thU  world,  why  should  die  have  tba 
[K'wer  of  making  vom  ftt  all ;  nnd  eo  sol«mnlT,  that  did  man 
lutcrfere  nith  their  due  performance,  he  should  bear  her  ini-^ 

iiiity,  niid  woiDsn — aye  the  desiiised  and  degraded  woman— ^| 
lould  be  forgiven  ?  ^^ 

The  candid  iuid  nnprejuiliecd  reader  of  the  word  of  life,  bo 
hie  &ith  what  it  may,  must  perceive  how  mistaken  u  such  • 
charge ;  and  let  not,  then,  our  young  sieteis  be  t«mpt«d  to 
quit  their  native  fold  for  another,  where  they  are  told  neattf 
privileges  await  them,  both  as  women  and  as  immortal  beii^ 
Let  them  not  be  terrified  by  the  charge  that,  aa  J<"  "^ 
women,  they  are  sou  lles-i  slaves.  Bullet  themcometo  the" 
God,  and  prove  that  lAere  is  their  shield,  (A«rv  is  their  del 
lliat  there  their  Ood  Himself  has  revealed  a  love  and  car* ; 
His  weaker  children,  too  deeply,  too  nearly,  too  blessedly  for 
them  to  need  anght  «lse ;  that  there  is  their  hojie,  as  tltvrc  ia 
til  Kir  cousolatioD. 

Yet  more  to  protect  Ins  feebler  creation  from  the  fierce 
nnaMons  and  unju.-it  accuKulionx  of  Eastern  natures,  the  Host 
Kifrh,  in  Hi^  inlinittt  mercy,  instituted  the  law  of  jealoasj,  an 
Bwl'ul  and  most  terrible  luw,  yet  one  which  everr  imuuitt 
womsn  must  have  hailed  with  thankfulness,  and  wnicb  ereiy 
guilty  woman  must  hare  die<l  ere  she  could  have  faced,  lie 
various  sins  prohibited  by  the  voice  of  God  Himself,  in  Uu 
Ten  Commandmente,  are  all  in  His  sight  of  equal  magnitude 
and,  therefore,  without  any  rvecrratiou  whatever,  were  oil 
punishable  with  death.  And  well  had  it  been  for  the  iMiritj, 
virtue,  and  happines  of  man,  had  this  blessed  law  eonttOBM 
in  force  as  it  was  given,  and  thence  had  emanated  over  th« 
whole  world.  It  has  been  called  a  law  of  fire  and  blood,  pveB 
but  to  destroy  and  be  destroyed.  But  the  charge  it  mIml 
The  Eternal  knew  the  natures  of  those  to  whom  it  waa  givsa 
I  — that  severity  was  needed    for  the  time;  ant)    hud  that 

H       acverity  been  used,  and  the  law  literally  and  purely  tnuaiwa, 
^1       even  aa  it  was  intended,  each  generation  would  hare  bean 
^1       purer  And  more  itpiritual  than  the  former,  till  that  boltnen 
^P       waa  at  Icn^h  univenially  attained,  which  would  indeed  hava. 
^1       brought  "  the  days  of  heaven  on  the  narth ;"  and  Isn>el  woi 
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t  now  hxn  been  perwctited  and  torturd  in  Ri>me  UncU,  and 
1  pxili;  luul  a  wanaervT,  houBelem  and  pri^'Atlcwj,  in  them  all  I 
AdultAO'i  <^veii  AS  idolattr,  •abbatb^brcakiiijj,  murder,  &&, 
ms  punbdiable  bjr  death.  In  Israel,  the  nithleKs  <p(»Jer  of 
man  •  dciueit  shnne — bts  home— «acrificed  not  only  hia  honour 
(which,  however  bigh>aiiunding,  to  snoh  charactcn  must  be 
bat  n  name),  not  only  his  Mtaoding  and  Lin  woiilth,  but  hia 
UFB.  Aye,  and  not  the  tempter  out^,  but  hi*  wife,  the 
mothn,  who  could  fling  misery  upon  a  tortnnnl  husband,  and 
nndjing  ahauM  upon  her  bcJplcfls  babes.  Yet  amid  a  peopl* 
imoibw  and  fierce,  too  liable  to  jealousy  to  exiunine  calmly 
sod  juglly,  as  wo  know  is  the  case  at  tbia  very  day  with  oveiy 
BMt«ni  nation,  a  law  was  imperatiTely  ne«Iu<l  to  protect  the 
h^lMs  and  innocent,  alike  from  iitbe  charged  and  a  husband's 
""^lUBt  hato.  No  mnu  could  tnkc  justice  into  bis  own  hands, 
dared  not  irgure  tht^  rcijulation,  or  tak«  the  life  of  his 
wife,  without  baTing  her  guilt  provenl  by  God  Himself.  A  false 
Aocusation  had  no  power  to  HiD^r  shame  upon  her,  or  render 
her  station  doubtful,  as  it  woulcl  now.  Tli@  Mo^t  iligh  Him- 
eelf  interfered  in  her  defence,  and  proved  in  the  &c8  of  the 
whole    people,    her   innoconce  and  honour;   aa,    where  she 

S.il^,  He  took  into  Hia   own  handa  her  punishment,  and 
e  manifestation  of  her  Kuilt. 

The  law  of  jealousy  ia  not  in  mneral  regarded  by  the  womeu 
Israel  as  it  oufdtt  to  b&  Paue  rdinemeut  shrinks  from  it 
a  thing  perfectly  unuecemary  and  antiquated  now.  Nay, 
perhaps,  as  a  law  so  horrible,  so  iii(I<-licntc,  that  they  wonder 
that  it  iA  not  expnugcd  from  the  Bible.  By  mh  it  is  welcomed 
•a  another  meet  consolit^  and  unanswerable  proof  of  the 
Eteraat's  Under  mercy  towuds  us.  The  full  extent  of  its  use 
•ad  justice  can  only  bo  realised  by  contrasting  it  with  the 
Btatutas  of  the  southern  and  eastern  nations,  wiOi  those  quick 
pasHOos  and  excitability,  Israel,  when  the  law  was  ^iven,  had 
more  in  common  than  with  the  cooler  and  more  dispassioned 
north. 

With  the  followers  of  Muhomct  does  not  a  mere  thought,  a 
mere  euspicion,  unaided  by  the  very  shadow  of  proof,  commit 
the  helploM  woman  to  a  watery  grave,  with  none  to  interfere 
in  bet  behalf,  or  mourn  her  wh«i  at  rest — none  to  clear  her 
name,  or  brbs  the  false  and  cruel  buabaud  bi  justice  and  to 
Bh.-une  ?  Ana  amidst  those  bearing  the  Christian  name,  do 
not  the  Italian  and  Spantanl  make  as  murderous  use  of  the 
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Btil«Uo  or  the  drnciged  cop,  sa  the  Moslem  of  Ui«  B>ek  T  That 
mcb  mbeiy  is  wldom  heanl  of  in  Protestaat  coantries^  comcc 
not  from  actual  law,  bat  from  tbat  greater  civUitttioii  uud 
refiDement,  Kbich  moat  spring  from  pnblie  and  nrivafai  com* 
mmion  with  the  BiBLa.  This  is  the  safegoard  oT  Prgt«sUat 
womeiL  and  this  ibey  owe  to  the  spirit  of  that  law  giretx  to  09 
hj  God  Himaelf.  Some  atnoog  the  GeottUs  there  are,  hooMt 
and  qHritoal  enoiigh  to  acknowledge  thia ;  and  from  oar  roty 
heart  we  booonr  such  honest  lovers  of  truth.  Bot  otbets, 
and  unhappily  the  gieater  Bomber,  there  are  who  tliog  ithani* 
and  ditliouour  ujmd  tlie  women  of  the  very  i)co{>le  for  whoM 
safety  tlu)«c  hl<w(^l  laws  were  framed,  tlie  spirit  of  which  is 
now  guiding  thr  Protestant*  theuselrMk. 

By  contrikKting  the  law  Twichsafed  to  aa  with  those  guiding 
the  Gcntilw  of  uU  dvaomiuatious,  we  loam  to  kmxw  the  tma 
Talut:  of  the  bleood  faith  which  we  poaaeos,  and  an  anned 
agaiuHt  all  iosidioos  efforte  to  torn  us  from  it.  But  this  can 
uercr  be  whilst  the  woucn  of  Israel  regard  the  laws  of  Moses 
onl^  in  a  national  and  local,  not  in  on  iDdi%-i(lu&l,  view, 
believing  that,  beeaoea  tliey  are  no  longer  in  actual  u^e.  th^ 
only  relate  to  them  in  their  several  poutions  in  Jerusalem,  and 
do  not  in  the  lenst  concern  them  non-. 

They  do  eoucem  ns,  most  nearly  and  moat  consoliogU-.  H* 
whoae  infinite  mercy  gave  them  baa  not  cast  us  fri>m  Hu  torOi 
thoogl^  for  a  time,  compelled  for  our  sins  to  bear  witness  to 
the  nations  of  His  justice  and  Hi5  wruth.  Yet  for  us,  as  a 
people,  and  each  of  us  individually,  He  bears  the  same  iiifinit« 
Mttg'niSerin^  lore  which  He  bore  to  our  ancestors  in  Egypt. 
We  leani  this  from  every  pToj>het,  who  never  spoke  «  sin 
without  holding  forth  for^veuets,  who  never  propbcswd  di»> 
pcnion  and  banisbnicut  witliout  comforting  with  the  promise 
of  restoiatioo  ;  and  we  know  the  extent  m  our  Father's  lora 
towards  us  fay  evety  statute  of  His  law. 

The  isberference  of  the  Most  High  in  cases  umilar  to  tboea 
calling  for  the  law  of  jealousy,  the  wives  of  Israel  may  no  longer 
need;  but  are  then  none  in  minor  ctrctimstnoccs  wrongfulj 
aocoaed  ?  None  needing  a  Father  whu  knoimtli  every  seonfe 
thoudit  and  inward  struggU,  to  whom  to  look  when  msu  raur 
vilAuly  wrong,  or  blindly  missppieciate  ?  None  nho  stntggie 
on  in  the  petty,  but  how  sadly  wearying  trials  of  daily  Ufa,  to 
do  what  seems  the  best,  to  act  the  loudest,  to  baniali  eviery 
<hrob  of  self,  and  saciifioe  all  of  individual  comfort  and 
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ment  to  further  the  comfort  and  the  wiRbea  of  itnothor,  j^et 
findfl  her  every  effort  turned  aitninat  hentelf,  and  armed  with 
acntest  woe  ?  Id  suah  caaea,  and  who  shall  say  there  are  none 
•ueh,  where  can  woman  tiini,  but  to  her  God  ?  Where  find 
cowolation,  tare  in  the  heiii.'i'  that  her  ianoeenco,  her  efl^orts, 
xert  with  Him,  and  He  will  onu  day  niiiki;  them  known  1  Where 
•hall  her  hearty  bleeding  and  birn  from  iu  carthlv  rest,  find 
pMoe  nre  in  Hiw  Inve  ?  0  what  woman,  bearing  the  name  of 
luad,  cao  bceitato  one  moment  to  iKinr  forth  her  every  crief 
to  Him,  a&d  feel  the  is  individually  Ilia  care,  and  lie  will  plQod 
hercaoaeT 

The  expms  commands  relating  to  the  marriages  of  the 
firiiwte  is  another  beautiful  proof  of  woman's  perfect  equality 
m  Isnet,  aod  compatibility  to  he  holy  unto  the  I^ord,  by 
abaiiog  the  holiness  of  His  elected  servante  ;  a  proof  also  that 
is  Hia  senrice  the  Et«mal  demanded  no  sacnSce  of  human 
afleetions.  Tbey  were,  indeed,  to  be  sanctified  to  Him,  to  be 
ioAised  with  His  spirit,  aod  so  to  become  a  blessing  and  &  joy 
to  His  servants;  but  never  to  be  annihilated  and  so  give  temjj- 
tatioD  for  the  moat  awful  abuses  and  crimes,  as  in  the  monaittio 
■eclusiQiia  of  the  Koman  chuich.  I'he  sanctity,  the  nurity, 
which  was  to  att«nd  the  wife  of  the  priest,  was  a  furtlier  in- 
centive to  the  purity  and  holiness  or  the  women  in  iMraeh 
Superiority  of  actual  raulu  then  was  Done,  but  superiority  in 
Tirtuo  there  was,  luid  to  gain  that  superiority  wiu  iu  the  i>owei 
of  all  women  under  the  giiiduice  of  tJte  law.  The  priesta  were 
the  TQiy  highest  and  noblnt  in  the  sight  of  the  people,  being 
theelectof  the  Lord,  and  the  minu^tcrs  of  His  will  How  pure 
then  and  holy  must  have  been  the  ambition  to  become  worthy 
of  eelection  aa  the  priests'  wives,  and  how  beautifully  is  the 
•uperior  holiness  and  aanotitr  of  the  women  of  Israel  brought 
forward  by  the  simple  faet  that  the  priesta  of  the  Lord  might 
only  choose  a  wife  m»m  "their  own  pooplol" 

it  is  evident  then,  from  every  law  wo  have  regarded,  that, 
instead  of  being  degraded  and  eiwlared,  the  wives  in  Israel 
were  neculiariy  and  especially  objects  of  the  Eternal's  lore. 
For  their  safety,  their  honour,  those  law«  were  issued,  now 
recognised  by  the  ^ater  part  of  the  civilised  world:  and  all 
those  who  deny  this  shake  the  very  foundations  of  tne  wholo 
system  of  morality,  uiiiU-r  whatever  creed  it  may  be  found. 
The  Gentile  is  in  very  truth  "debtor  to  the  Jew"  for  far  more 
than  he  acknowledges ;  for  every  law  uuconsciously  guiding 
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ukI  Mnctifyinft  ^<s  domestic  relations,  re&nin([  bU  own  condtict, 
elerating  his  own  mind — for  every  law  bletaing  tiis  limm  vritn 
ft  faithful  wife,  rt^peoted  uiotli«r,  uid  dat«ous  cliild.  Thut, 
th«r«roi«,  uij  wutQ&D  can  lling  i)diuni  on  the  Jtwish  Itw,  cm 
only  excite  our  ]tttf  tomnlM  tier.  I'he  innocence,  hoDoar,  And 
purity,  and  domcetio,  social,  and  rcligicux  duties  of  wives,  being 
ni'^re  c]oArl][  and  nnnrntwruMy  ilcvi^lupcd  in  tlic  sacred  canea 
of  the  Mosaic  low  tliau  in  any  othrr,  from  the  TCTf  simple  &at 
that  ertuy  other  is  founded  upon  them. 


THE  EXODUS  (Coktohwd). 


LAWS  REI,ATtKa   TO   THB    WIDOWS   AND    DACQETRBS  OP  ISBAI 

Bkfork  rcganliiig  the  laws  instituted  for  the  widows  of 
Ift  us  pause  one  moment  on  the  full  tide  of  auffuith 
protected  isolation  comprised  to  woman  in  tn&t  one 
"  widow,"  that  we  may  comprehend  our  Father's  lore  ' 
full  extent.     What  woman's  ficart,  awake  to  kind  and  |_ 
feelings,  can  look  upon  a  widow  without  mmpatby— i 
the  yearning  prayer  that  consoIatioD  ma^  Mcraated  L_ 
her  fatherle^  babes  find  friends  to  guide  them  throi 
gttiruy  world  ?    We  koow  do  description  so  thrillingly  poi 
<^  thiji,  the  heart's  deeolation,  as  the  Uses  we  subjoin. 

"  Lono  (liftrer  of  %  wMmnd  lol| 
Wbn*  ii  the  Ui'irovs  Uinu^li  «  Sani|>b  hrmnad 
Tbo  poatTjr  cf  ht«*en,  to  pioiuio  U>*», 
Wrettkad  m  tbou  art,  wAoir  lift  A<u  n^rw  beeamtt 
JMitlia*'*  narifntom  t  for  nch  it  lort 
Ooamd  U  muini  «i  dfolatiom,'!  tvek 
A  ■(<  toot  far  ttrr  irhe-t  tJii  pati  litt  iltad, 
Whitt  »  til*  worlil  la  likj  boDlghted  wnilt 
A  ilungtoitr    Skvo  tliAt  *!i>r«  tbr  chUdna'*  tamti 
Can  ring  witli  k'^I'kw*  i<'  uiiuI^fiiiJ  sIuoiD. 
Plooid  and  voll,  anj  n.iriluiillj  |in1o 
Arl  ibou.    Tbf  luxlcc  ofthj  ygticti  ia  iliiniiieil, 
Tbo  renlun)  of  tli^  ipint  o'er.      In  itBin 
Tilt  booming  eJoqucnao  of  dfljr  atlnulj 
T^  hawi'*  oomuiunion  with  cTtiilion'«  joy. 
Xdbr  Imilighl  tma^d  an  <t  batlt  r,f  miM 
tJu  tiaiU  (Aol  wiiiiiM  v'n-  r/jy  inartU  fittk," 
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Snch,  indeed,  is  the  earthly  sadneea  of  the  widow,  Ont 
with  him  who  has  departed,  how  msy  she  tread  tlie  earth's 
dark  ral^  alone  I  Where  lonk  for  lore  to  sapply  the  place  of 
that  now  gone  ?  Where  find  a  father  for  thoae  lubei,  clinging 
to  her  for  that  aapport,  tiiat  Inve,  which  in  her  first  hereav©. 
meat  she  feela  utterly  unable  to  bestow  t  Where  l>ut  in  Iltm, 
who  in  (lis  law  so  especially  provides  for  her  and  fi>r  her 
btherleas  children?  And,  by  hig  prapheti^  reinforces  th« 
MatuWft  Already  ^ven,  and  brings  forwaro  their  ttet^tct  u  one 
of  the  manifold  iun-s  which  called  down  Hi*  diitpleasare. 

We  lind  in  Hia  >n^acioiL»  word  not  alonu  the  comiuaml,  but 
the  severe  penalty  attached  to  its  disobedienoe,  fimt  in  Flxodm 
XJcii.  'i'J.  as,  24 — "  Ye  shall  not  afilicl  any  wiil.>w  or  fatherU^M 
obild.  If  thou  afflict  them  in  any  wLte,  and  they  cry  at  all 
unto  Mb,  I  will  «urvly  hear  their  cry,  and  my  vmtb  nhall  wax 
hot,  and  I  will  kill  you  with  the  sword  ;  and  your  wives  shall 
be  widows,  yoar  children  fatherlest." 

Can  any  langnuae  moro  emphatically  and  forcibly  denntt 
the  tender  mercy  of  the  Etvrnalf  His  love  made  tbcir  sorrows 
His  own.  As  a  poRitivc  sin  against  Himself,  He  threatened  to 
•fflict  all  thoee  who  dared  afflict  them  by  the  infliction  of 
nmilar  sufToriog.  He  knew  that,  left  to  man's  mercy,  the 
widow  and  the  fatherle^  would  often  meet  with  oppreasioD, 
fraud,  and  injustice  ;  be  defrauiicd  of  their  natural  rights,  and 
■fflicted  by  hard  credit«r<^  Not  only  as  a  widow,  called  npon 
to  bear  "affliction's  martvniom,"  but,  as  a  mother,  to  behold 
her  children  a  prey  to  suDenn^  and  want.  In  liirael  this  coold 
Dot  be.  The  widow  and  the  fsthcrle^  were  God's  own,  for  He 
knew  that  not  alone  the  wife,  but  the  motliur  must  be  cared  for. 

"  Leave  thy  fatherless  children  to  Mk,"  He  said  by  His 
ihet  Jeremiah  at  a  time  when  misery,  desotation,  and 
etioD  were  {altin^  on  Judaea  and  ber  sons  for  their  awful 
^uity.  "  Leave  them  to  Me,  and  I  will  keep  them  alive, 
let  Thy  widows  trust  in  Mb."  Even  then,  when  dis* 
obedience  %nd  idolatry  had  so  cursed  the  land  that  His  wrath 
could  DO  longer  be  withheld.  He  ruiterated  the  gracious  promise 
given  in  Ills  law.  Sunk  into  the  law«»tdej>tb  of  iniquity,  how 
could  the  widi>w  nn<)  orphun  be  protected  if  left  to  lliu  care  of 
man  ?  Where  might  tliey  look  at  sui^  a  seuon  but  to  their 
God,  who  for  them  alone  had  metcy  and  long  •ufferiog  still  1 

The  ruin  and  worldly  misfortunn  and  trials,  so  olten  now 
the  portion  of  the  widow,  could  not  exist  in  IsraeL    The  nalioQ 
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,  at  larite  was  coninisndcd  to  proTHle  for  then,  and  Jo  tmrj 

hftut  i>f  ofTerin^ca  or  of  festivals,  and  in  the  ingathering  of  tlmr 

Icon,  Bud  oils,  and  fruits,  to  include  the  widow  and  the  fathcr- 

Uim:  laws  not  once,  Iwttevenl  times  repeated.     "When  thou 

[«utt«t  down  tliy  lutrvefiC  in  thy  field,  ai>d  ha«t  forgnttco  the 

Eiheaf  in  the  lielu,  tliou  dbalt  not  go  agun  to  fetch  it,  but  it 

tfiall  be  fur  the  Mnnger,  the  PATOSaLBSS,  and  the  WIDOW. 

When  ihoii  gatherest  Ibe  gr^KS  of  thjr  nneyard  tboa  riult 

aot  glean  it  again,  it  Hhall  be  fur  the  ttnuiger,  the  rATOSftLBil, 

and  the  WIDOW." 

Nor  «M  this  all.  The  tithes  of  wine,  com,  and  oil,  the 
fintliugs  of  Iivrds  and  flocks,  all  of  which  were  devoted  to  tha 
service  of  the  Lord,  that  all  worldlinos  and  niggaidtineaa 
ebonld  be  banished  ^m  bnol,  and  "  tliejr  should  leant  toflBar 
the  Lord  tlicir  God  always."  The  feast  of  Weeks  and  of  tba 
Tabcmticlcs,  when  the  famitius  of  Lsrael  rejoiced  before  tba 
Lord  in  tlie  place  wluch  He  choeo,  the  widow  and  the  fatubr- 
1888  were  included.  There  was  to  be  no  affliction,  do  depen- 
dence, no  sorrow  in  Ismel  (though  the  poor  were  Dot  to  cease 
out  of  the  land)  at  these  timca.  Aii  were  to  rejoice  before  tlie 
Lord.  And  yut  more  in  addition :  "  At  the  end  of  three  yean 
thou  shalt  hnn^  forth  the  tithe  of  thine  increase  the  aatne  year, 
and  lay  it  up  within  the  gat«s.  And  the  Levite,  because  he 
hath  no  part  or  inheritance  with  thee,  and  the  stranger,  aad 
the  rATiiERLt;H»,  and  the  wiiiow.  which  are  within  thy  ntea, 
afaoU  come,  and  shall  eat  and  be  smuiied,  that  the  I^ra  thy 
Ood  may  blets  thee  iu  all  the  work  of  thiue  hand  which  tfaoa 
doest.*'  And  so  important  wa.^  obedience  to  this  statnta  that 
ila  profeanoD  was  neoeasary  in  the  confcaaion  of  hint  who  oame 
to  offer  the  basket  of  firat-fniila  aa  a  sign  of  his  liavii^  ooote 
unto  the  land  of  liis  inlieritauce.  "  Then  shalt  thou  tw/'mo- 
eeeded  the  instructioD  of  the  uricst, "  before  the  Lord  tnv  God, 
I  have  brought  away  the  hallowed  tilings  out  of  mine  Iwuse, 
aod  also  have  given  thcin  to  the  Levite,  and  the  stianger,  and 
the  rAXBBBLBSS,  and  the  visow,  aocordiug  to  all  thy  commaod- 
mwits  which  thou  host  eotomanded.  I  nave  not  tnuutgneaBed 
thy  commandments,  neither  have  I  fvrgottea  Uiem "  (]>eaL 
Km.  12, 13). 

AgtUD,  ID  Deut  xxiv.  17,  it  Is  not  «DOUgh  that  we  have 
alreiKly  beard,  "  thou  shalt  nut  aQlicl  tliem,  under  the  awful 
MDalty  of  similar  affliction  from  Mi«  hand  of  God,  but  |m>- 
mbitioD  as  to  the  manner  of  that  alllictiou  it  cxprcesl)- pointMl 
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'ont.  "  Tbou  ehtHi  not  pervert  the  judgment  of  the  atmngtr: 
nor  of  the  fatubulkss,  nor  take  a  widow's  raiiociil  to  plcdg& 
'Why  ?  Bec&use  they  bad  no  earthly  friend  to  redeem  tba  luttcr, 
or  plead  for  the  former.  Weak  and  unguarded,  tbty  went 
expoeed  to  all  theee  evila  liad  not  the  Hti'mal,  in  His  teodtt 
oompamion,  taken  them  under  HU  uw»  evpocial  care,  and, 
iiutMd  of  eompelliDg  thera  to  depend  on  the  iiiMcuro  tenure 
of  nuun's  oompunon,  or  even  in^tice,  iuxtittiting  laws  for  their 
benefit,  thv  duobedienoe  of  which  was  tin  unto  Ilimeolf 

Hkd  these  Ian  been  obeyed,  it  wm  imposablt:  for  the  widow 

the  ffttberlew,  howcrcr  dottitnte  thoy  mifrht  have  been 

tit,  to  eulTer  mere  worldly  ills.     The  omoy  <a  the  nidawed 

rife  could  not  be  inorcasod  b^  the  thought  of  hov  she  was  to 

OTtde  for  her  fathorlew  little  ones.     The  Lord  was  their 

_  ardian,  and  He  ^ve  her  and  her  children  the  gentle  care 

'  and  affection  of  their  brethren  in  Israel ;  bidding  her  i^ry  uuUt 

ilim  in  sorrow  and  affliction,  for  He  would  assuredly  hear  her 

cry.  and  punish  those  who  called  it  forth. 

What  nation  then,  what  code,  however  just,  however  perfect, 
ever  framed  such  Laws  aa  these  ?  "  What  nation,"  in  truth, 
"  bae  Ond  ao  near  to  them  as  Israel  in  all  we  call  upon  Hiia 
fi>rT"  Were  no  other  Uwa  relative  to  woman  iuHtitutcd,  th<M 
•lone  would  be  auffioieiit  to  mark  that  their  very  wcakncat 
mndtnd  tliem  objeete,  even  more  tlian  man,  of  compiaaioa 
•ltd  loTO,  for  where  baa  Qod  proviiled  for  man  as  for  womait  in 
tlw  deanlatioa  of  her  widowhtiod  ? 

That  modem  Judaism  cannot  ohcr  these  laws  now,  as  when 
they  were  ^ven,  interfcTcs  not  with  the  fact  of  their  institution 
itself.  ThtB  very  charge,  reiterated,  enforced,  as  it  is,  elevates 
woman  and  excites  townrda  her  not  alone  the  humanity  and 
tendenicw,  but  the  rtipect  of  man.  How  could  ho  feel  otbor- 
wiee  towards  those  whom  God  Himself  has  promised  to  protect? 
What  rtfonger  incentive  could  be  have  to  be  forbearing  and 

gotle  towwb  her,  and  in  no  way  to  afflict  her,  than  that  if  ho 
ilcd  in  kindness,  his  wife  nhould  be  widowed,  his  chililreo 
fatherless?  Where  shall  we  find  a  law  to  disannul  this,  pro- 
ceedine,  as  it  doM,  from  the  month  of  Qod  ? 

To  vb»  women  of  Israel  at  the  present  day  how  inezpressiblv 
conaoUp^  are  tfacw  laws.     In  form  tbev  oan  no  longer  be  obeyet^ 

I  hit,  as  u  the  case  of  the  ^tiktiites  relating  to  wives,  it  is  the 
Ijilrit  pervading  them  wliich  we  must  tAks  to  our  hearta,  till 
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in  beBTen  ocmdeaoends  to  make  widows  Hia  eepedal  tmt.  Ac 
Me  does  10  tuwaatina.  God  b  ioimutable — aSpiritof  IViit 
kuowing  not  the  Bhadow  of  a  cbanfre ;  and,  therefore,  do ' 
know  and  fed  tbat  the  aaioe  love  from  which  i»aed  tho 
beaatiful  Una  actn&te^  Hia  dealings  with  Hitpeople  now.  li 
n  TaiD,  ntleiij'  vain,  to  ^aj  we  are  cait  m,  and  therefml 
cannot  claim  it.  'I'^c  BJhle  teems  with  paaagea  relating  to 
«tir  banttlimcDt  alonu.  and  to  the  Etemu'l  deep  lore  bom 
tOToidjt  tLs  while  in  captivitj,  and  coaseqoently  towmHs  oa 
now.  We  could  multiply  pa«ag««  on  pusBffeB  ^m  tho  Pcnta- 
loudi.P^lni^aD'l  Prophets,  topToretiua.  But tlie  venr  wordi 
already  quoied  from  Jeremiah  would  be  almost  BoScieat 
When  they  were  ptonoiuiccd,  the  boa  of  Jciusalom  were  for 
more  heinous  than  those  of  Israel  in  her  captivity.  Yet  even 
then  God  took  the  fatherless  and  the  widow  under  His  fos- 
tering cate;  separating  them,  for  the  innocence  of  the  oml 
and  the  uniirolected  weakne^  of  the  other,  from  the  mass  of 
iniquity  which  desecrated  Judea. 

As  concerns  HU  compas^on  towards  us  now,  we  shall  find 
tbem  so  distinctly,  so  clearly  enforced  in  Leviticus  xxiv., 
particularly  from  vene  40  to  the  end^  and  in  the  wltole  of 
beuteroaouiy  xxx.,  tliat  to  doubt  and  keep  back,  from  a  aap* 

Ewtion  ijf  OUT  itialulity  to  approach  our  God,  and  claim  ok 
ve  in  our  captivity,  becomes  actual  guilt,  aad  it  likely  not 
only  to  tiirow  a  wider  and  wider  bsRier  between  Him  and 
onrsclvL-s,  but  to  expose  us  more  dangerously  than  anjr  other 
temptation  to  llic  s^bisms  of  the  Naxarcne,  who  in  nusUkea 
kindnete,  would  tcmfy  us  from  our  sole  rock  of  refuge  and 
strength,  by  insisting  that,  cast  out  fn>m  tlie  Lord's  faruur  as 
ve  arc,  nothiuc  can  save  us  from  otcraal  pcrditioo  but  the 
aooeptaiicc  of  their  faith.    The  mora  solid  eence  and  unim- 

fin$-MODe>l  reason  of  daii  may,  and  do,  offoctually  guard  him 
rom  such  danger;  bat  woman's  quicker  fMling,  and  DKne 
easily  blinded  pudgment,  need  all  the  defenoo  and  rest  in  a 
divine  love  wluch  tho  study  of  her  own  faith,  and  its  manifold 
muufcstations  of  tho  Et«nLal  as  a  God  of  truth  and  lore, 
alone  can  pre.  No  argument  is  more  likely  to  weigh  with  a 
stronz-feeling,  unguarded  woman,  knowing  litUe  or  nothing 
but  toe  mere  formula  of  her  own  reli^on,  than  the  idea,  If 
preesed  at  a  right  moment,  that  the  hv  of  Moties  is  a  law  o( 
fite  and  blood  given  only  to  destroy,  and  that  the  religion  of 
I  ia  one  of  love ;  tlut  Jcniah  women  caa  have  no  comfort 
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aiiv«nily,  but  tbitt  m  Chrixtlntu  they  mil  find  all   the/ 
A  :  tb*t  in  tlic  one  Fiiith  tiicv  mn.it  fcol  thoouclves  do- 

[p-adcd,  u  ID  thv  other  exalted  and  secure. 

Now,  without  ftfTectin^  actual  cr^d  at  all,  teiBptatioDs  like 
these,  aoleoe  fully  and  faithfully  convinced  that  vie,  as  women 
vt  Iflrael,  hare  privileges  still  higher,  must  un  some  dispod- 
tiona  fall  with  siifBcieiil  weight  m  so  to  confuso  aadentaQgle, 
that  even  belief  la  adopted  ere  ve  are  at  all  aware  of  what  we 
are  about.  Wc  allude  not  to  those  whom  reason  onlv  guides 
—who,  cold,  a D imaginative,  pasi^uulcBs  themselves,  lauL'h  at 
feeling,  because  they  know  it  not — who  find  philosophy  always 
SofficicDt  for  their  need.  But  the  larger  jKirtion  of  women — 
^matnres  of  toere  feeling  and  impulse — we  would  beseech  to 
come  to  the  Word  of  God,  and  derive  thence,  in  th«  days  of 
jroutb  and  happiness,  that  peace,  love,  and  consolatioD,  which 
if  unkuown  till  "  the  evil  days  cflme,  and  the  rears  when  thou 
■halt  say,  I  have  no  pleasure  in  them,"  may  be  sought,  from 
E^voy  blindness  and  wilfulneas,  in  a  stranger  fold.    The  argu- 

itiilBls  we  hare  quoted  would  fall  to  the  ground  by  the  «iMiple 
ttUWsr,  that  «8  women  of  Israel  we  Aac«  XVL  we  need  ;  that 
Owl  reTColed  His  deep  love  to  its  ttf^ea  bi^fore  He  became  xnown 
to  inir  Qeutile  nstera ;  that  while  wc  p««scsti  His  blessed  Word, 

IVe  can  never  feel  too  unworthy  to  chiim  the  tenderness  He 
bo  proffers.  He  Himsi^lf  Ims  given  as  privileges  in  every  rela- 
tion ud  podtiou  in  lil'c  whiob  no  other  nation  has,  except  as 
Asrired  from  us,  and  that,  instead  of  fire  and  blood,  the  whole 
fmrish  law  to  woman  teems  with  tovB. 
'  Then  feeling^  inculcated  in  childhood,  felt  and  experienced 
in  liper  rears,  will  be  sufficient  for  woman,  and  enable  her  to 
naUse  all  the  Ueeeed  consolation  which  every  law  relating  to 
li«r  so  spiritually  bestows.  Not  to  widows  only,  but  to  all 
who  are  in  affliction,  the  Divine  spirit  infusing  every  law  mutt 
bring  comfort,  by  evincing  how  closely,  bow  consolingly,  slio 
it  drawn  to  God. 

Can  the  widow  and  the  fatherless  in  Israel  recall  this  truth, 
yet  not  bleas  God  that  the  record  of  His  law  is  still  oiir  own, 
granted  that  in  tJme.4  of  diKpersion  and  banishment  we  might 
not  despair,  even  though  the  form  of  the  law  must  be,  till  our 
Rstoration,  at  an  end  i  0  let  the  afflicted  take  comfort.  She 
bas  bnt  to  believe  and  ob^,  and  the  deep  commssioD  of  her 
God  will  perfect  both,  and  render  then  aooeptabla.  Let  her 
hat  think  oa  the  magnitude  of  that  love  which  has  provided 
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for  her  both  u  vidow  aiul  mother.  That  by  iuim#  tb»  U  , 
singled  oot  M  esnecialljr  tk«  object  of  Diviae  •olicitvdt^  ud. ,' 
therefore,  Uut  the  Kt«nt&l  knew,  uul  kiMwt,  the  hnviiMn  of 
ber  trul,  the  eztont  of  h«r  de«p  sorrow,  the  prauurc  of  her 
cans.  Let  ber  xtetH  erety  Uw  aiven  tat  the  widow  iwd  tb« 
(ktheriest,  wd  remember  that  He  who  g»v«  th«m  knows  not 
thealwdow  of  s  chiuiKe,  uid,  therelbre,  foek  for  her  now  u 
tendeTljr  as  He  did  for  Ikt  uiccstors  of  old.  Wh»b  ia  tima  t9 
Him  ?  We  look  hack  with  our  finite  guo.  and  think  there  m 
Buch  a  wide  distioction  bctwcon  pa^t  and  prcecot,  that  the 
taws  giTCD  for  the  one  can  in  no  way  ooncem  the  other. 
Ciutomd,  roanoers,  all  of  sartA  may  change^  bat  not  the 
natare  of  the  immortal  soul,  nor  of  the  human  heart  From 
the  bcginniug  of  the  world,  until  the  end,  these  wtrs,  arv,  and 
mil  b«  tlie  same.  And  so  is  Hb  from  whom  they  spriujc  and 
who  guides  and  caree  for  them  now  as  when  He  first  jjraftod 
them  into  man.  What,  then,  is  time  to  Him  ?  Can  frail 
finite  humanity  believe  that  tiou  has  changed  HU  tendemMi 
towards  Hia  afflicted  children  \  0  wlio  would  throw  neb 
•corn,  such  disrespect  on  that  wonl  which  lejieatA  and  caforoee 
in  ercTv  manner  of  ezprewion,  "I,  even  I.  am  He,  that 
ebansetn  not ;  therefore  ye  mds  of  Israel  are  not  oonsiimed  T 
Xiet  the  widows  of  Israel  take  to  their  heut«  erciy  law  whicli 
manifests  His  lore  towatds  thum  as  widows.  They  ai«  h 
mnoh  thein  now  m  at  the  moment  thoy  w«re  gives.  Let 
tliem  not  bdiere,  for  a  single  moment,  tliat  the  superior  holi- 
ness of  their  ancestori,  gure  them  greater  farour  in  the  ugbt 
of  their  God.  He  saith,  "  Not  for  your  own  aakea  will  I  do 
this,  0  Israel,  for  yc  are  a  perverse  and  rebellious  generation* 
but  for  the  sake  of  the  covenant  I  swore  unto  your  Cathen^ 
Abraham,  Isasc,  and  Jacob."  And  a^aio  in  strong  confirms 
tion,  "  For  mine  own  sake,  even  for  mine  own  sake,  will  I  do 
it ;  for  bow  should  my  name  be  polluted  :  and  I  will  not  a\v9 
my  glory  to  another"  (Isaiah  xlviii).  With  such  wordit,  how 
may  we  hesitate  ?  Come  unto  Him.  ye  widows  of  Isnu-l,  fur 
ye  are  His.  Clasp  to  your  hearts  His  love.  Think  not  ye 
COD  weary  it,  for  "  Qod  is  not  man,  that  He  should  lie,  nor 
the  son  of  man,  that  He  should  re|)ent."  Let  no  thought  of 
vaworttunees  keep  us  back,  fur  not  in  our  own  righteousnea^ 
but  in  Hia  must  we  trustv  And  0  believe  in  Him — trust  ia 
Him ;  and,  as  the  widows  of  old,  in  our  very  aiBiction  w» 
ahall  DO  comforted,  and  to  the  Qcntilea  «how  forth  Elis  glory. 
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Our  next  sectioii,  th«  Dnughtcra  of  Isrnel,  while  it  pri 
cipally  reUtcti  to  the  <liiti«s  of  our  jroun^or  sUters  as  inferredi 
from  the  lavs  cono^ming  them,  also  brings  much  important 
miitlcr  to  Light,  rrgnrding  tho  cqunlity  of  women. 

lo  0TC17  oomiuinil  and  ordinancA  relativo  to  obedience  to 
p&rcnts,  to  th«  eating  of  holy  things  (Lcvit.  xi.  14 ;  Deut. 
xii  and  xvi.)  to  ii]>poBriag  uid  rojoicing  at  the  Tariooa  f» 
tivab  (I)enC.  xvi.^  danghtcrs,  equally  with  the  bods,  are  ao 
faphatualljr  epeufied,  that  it  is  impossible  to  believe  that  the 
leh^ons  as  well  as  the  moral  duties  of  the  law  ore  not  ecgunlly 
iDcniiibeDt  on  tcornan  as  well  as  man.  It  is  useless  to  trans- 
cribe die  Tenes  which  point  this  out,  sa  they  will  be  fouud, 
in  their  own  simple  force  of  expression,  in  the  chapt«n  of  th« 
Lord's  own  Word  quoted  above.  Were  the  maidens  of  I«ra«l 
to  keep  aloof  from  all  religious  observances,  to  be  bound  to 
hooaeliold  datiee  and  frivoloiu  employmeutd,  become  autho* 
liatA  to  leave  all  the  coDcenu  of  an  immortal  aouI  and  of 
^^iM^y  to  the  care  of  fathera,  husbandx,  or  brothcnt,  we 
^^^Bd  find  no  mention  of  such  a  olan  of  beings.  Nay,  hud 
^^Bntenial  even  intended  tliat  their  fitneM  or  uofitnti^^  for 
Hia  Mrvioo  Hhould  depend  on  the  judgment  of  man,  wo  xhould 
still  find  only  the  Bons  me&tioned.  But  to  remove  Uiis  cntin-Iy, 
the  attendance  of  the  maidens  of  iHrael  at  every  rejoicing, 
etc,  beooma  an  ah»olaU  ccmmand  from  God.  and  its  di»- 
obedJoioe,  Defect,  or  change,  wafl  tin  Bgtunot  Hirasolf.  Such 
lawB  as  thoi!c  of  Mcmiiot  or  Tcphilim  were  given  in  an  inil<v- 
t«rmiiiat«  manner,  requiring  the  aid  of  the  priest  to  dccidt 
who  ahoold  wear  the  latter,  and  how  use  the  former ;  but  the 
obedjenoe  of  the  drafters  of  Israel,  with  tbcir  brotbere,  unto 
tmrj  oTtlinance,  is  so  ciciirly  and  simply  put,  tluit  the  mind 
most  mdeed  be  perverted  who  would  seek  to  deprive  them  of 
■Qch  bleeaed  privileges,  and  insist  that  religion  13  too  deep  a 
thing  for  woman. 

Qm  bade  woman  as  well  as  man  love  Him  with  heart, 
•nd  aonl,  and  might;  knowinR  that  to  all  who  did  so,  the 
eoBpiebenuon  of  Hia  will.  His  attributes,  was  comparatively 
eoiiy,  ud  obedience  to  His  every  statute  a  labour  ot  rejoicing 
niKi  love.  To  lean  and  to  feel  this  in  youth,  woman,  equally 
with  man  must  be  taught  to  know  and  love  the  Lord,  not  lere 
to  ibe  men  practice  of  forms ;  must  be  taudit,  that  to  appear 
at  HtH  festivals,  to  keep  His  ordinances,  to  obey  His  command- 
mutti,  arc  privileges  01  joy,  granted  to  them  in  the  fiibieaa  of 
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Gud's  loT«,  and  mak  the  distinction  between  Hu  rule  kdA  that 
uf  cvor}-  othor.  Th«7  would  be  led  to  compare  their  etatioD 
and  tlieir  privilegea  as  maidctis  of  Israel,  with  tlinae  of  the 
women  of  Greece  and  Bome.  and  pveiy  contemporaiy  nstkm, 
and,  in  more  modem  times,  with  the  wonicn  of  mutj  a 
Gentile  land.  Cirilisation,  and  a  study  and  practice  of 
the  moral  lavs  of  the  Bible,  are  doio"  their  work,  snd  pervadiag 
the  customs  and  feelings  of  the  Nutarcne  world;  butlbeir 
([aiding  law  bteftthes  not  tlie  Ktemal's  especial  care  for  woman, 
in  her  every  telatioD  of  life,  more  forcibly  than  oure  does. 

Tiiat  the  daughters  of  Israel  ronst  bare  had  the  power  to 
Abtain  influence  over  their  fathers,  even  to  persuade  them  to 
evil,  [8  proved  by  their  being  R{ieciaUy  naioed  in  the  law  already 
quulcd,  ri'^tirdiug  tJie  puiiisniueiit  of  all  tho«^  be  they  biotbet; 
■on.  DAUCiHTKR,  Wife,  or  friend  who  enticed  to  idolatry. 

A(;uin,  we  are  told  in  UenL  vii.  fi,  4,  alluding  to  tlte  oan 
needed  to  preserve  the  Inaelitea  «  holy  people,  and  nrerent  all 
comiuuniou  with  the  idolatrous  nations  around:  "Thoa  sbtlc 
make  no  coveunnt  with  them,  nor  show  mercy  ti>  them ;  neither 
shalt  thou  malce  nmn-ioges  with  them;  tliy  nAronmn  thon 
ahalt  not  ^'ive  onto  his  son,  nor  bis  daiighu-r  sliolt  thoo  take 
.onto  Uiy  sou.  For  they  will  torn  nwny  thv  son  fnnn  following 
MX,  tiiat  they  nuy  servo  other  gods,  etc.  For  thou  art  an  holy 
pcopleuoto  the  Lord  thy  God.  The  Lord  thy  God  bath  chosen 
thee  to  be  a  special  people  unto  Himself,  above  all  the  people 
that  are  u^n  the  face  of  the  earth." 

"  Son,"  in  the  sentence  "  for  they  will  turn  away  thy  son," 
etc,  evidently  si^£os  both  son  and  daughter,  as  both  an 
cpeciBcalty  uamed  in  the  preceding  verse,  and  the  Hebrew 
irord  13,  thou^'h  always  translated  am,  is  equivalent  to  the 
£nslish  noun  cMld,  for  which  there  ia  no  distinct  Hebrew  tertn, 
"  Cnildren  of  Israel,"  is  written  in  Hebrew  exactly  as  if  it  were 
translated,  "sons  of  Israel "  pmt?;  'J?J,  but  it  evidently 
and  unanswerably  includes  both  sexes,  by  the  words  atreadr 

Soted:  "Gather  tlie  peojile  together,  men,  woneo,  ami 
ildren,"  and  other  verscti  of  nmilar  import.  A.t  Israel  had 
been  already  warued  ngaitist  giving  his  daughter  in  marriage  to 
a  ton  of  Gaoaan,  she  i»,  of  counc,  mcludetlin  thcdanaertlMaot 
entuiog,  althouuh  oiily  "scm  "  is  mentioned ;  the  plunu  meanixi|g 
of  that  "son"  oeiiw  evident  from  the  prunoun  following  it 
being  ti^  instead  m  it.  "  For  they  will  turu  aaido  th 
from  following  MS,  tliat  tbet  may  serve  other  gods." 
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'  if  ootliing  depended  on  womoD  in  Israel  to  uphold  and 
1(6  manifest  the  glury  of  their  God,  in  obedience  to  His  law 
'and  in  serving  Him,  what  neoessitjr  vutJwre  for  this  law?  If 
her  soul  was  of  lea^  moment  than  that  of  man,  whv  should  it 
have  been  so  CttrefiiUj"  guarded  from  pollution  !  This  law  of 
itself  would  be  sufficient  to  prove  to  the  daughtera  of  liinel 
their  solemn  resjioLuibitity,  not  only  iadividoaliy,  but  Noftok. 
atlv;  and  ne  shall  find  still  more. 

In  Numbers  xxni.,  W6  read  that  the  dau);;hter9  of  Zelopbehad 
eanie  "  before  Mosea,  and  alt  the  princes  of  the  CdnimgataoD," 
Aod,  boldly  stating  the  death  of  their  father  without  ions, 
enquired,  "  why  should  the  name  of  our  father  be  done  away 
from  amonf!  bis  fainily  because  he  had  no  fons  f  Give  uh 
tJiererore,"  they  coutiuued,  "  a  pofse^on  among  the  brethren 
of  our  fathent.  And  Muses  broufiht  their  cause  before  the 
Lord.  And  the  Lord  s^ake  nnto  Moses,  saying,  The  daugtitera 
of  Zclophebad  speak  right.  Thou  shall  suray  give  them  a 
pomenioR  of  an  inheritance  among  their  father's  brethren,  and 
thou  sfaalt  cause  the  inlicritaoce  of  their  father  to  pass  nnto 
tliom.  And  thou  «hnlt  fp^ak  unto  the  children  of  Israel. 
Baying,  If  a  man  die,  and  have  no  sun,  then  shaU  ye  cause  his 
inhentaDCe  to  pass  unto  his  daughter." 

Now  this  simple  narration  very  ck-arly  proves  that  the  civil, 
as  well  as  religious,  privileges  wore  protected  and  ensured. 
Here  are  five  unmarried  women,  most  probably  young,  and 
aetinig  on  no  guidance  but  their  own  sense  of  rigtit  tind  justice, 
u  inculcated  by  the  whole  law  of  Moses,  nnhesitatingly 
•ddnaung  tlietr  great  Lawgiver,  in  presence  of  all  the  heads  of 
Ifliad.  and  fmrlossly  stating  their  case.  Their  position  must 
have  Deen  one  of  perfect  freedom,  or  they  could  not  bo  have 
sought  Moses,  ana  not  only  beeu  heard,  but,  because  he  did 
not  feel  himself  adequate  to  pronounce  a  decision  on  a  case 
never  before  occurritiK,  their  cause  was  brought  by  him  before 
the  Lord,  and  God  IliiuMlfdeifrned  to  reply.  They  bad  apoken 
right,  tlie  Eternal  said :  the  iuheritanoe  should  be  as  they  said, 
not  only  to  tliem,  but  ever  after,  as  a  law  in  Israel. 

We  see  here,  not  only  the  daughlem  of  Israel  protooted  and 
established  in  their  birthrigiits,  but  the  practical  dlustration  of 
the  Etetnal's  gracious  promLne  repeated  in  Duut  z.  17,  IS, 
"  For  tlic  LonT your  God  is  »  Goa  of  gods  and  Lord  of  lords, 
A  mighty  and  a  tem'hle  who  rogani';t1i  nit  pewon.t,  nor  taketh 
reward,  but  due»  execute  the  judguutit  of  the  rxiaE»Lsm  »uA 
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the  widow."  'ni«  dnught<n  of  Zclophchnd  were  /atJmUu; 
ptrohutee  (for  nicli  is  liiininn  nnttire),  sumnindril  by  tbosa 
who  disputed  their  right,  (lit-:uing  that  woman  conld  nate  no 
dvil  pnTilcges:  compelled  to  do  violence  to  their  fetointDe 
nature,  aod  make  an  nppcal ;  whereupon  God,  not  nan,  took 
their  jniigmpnt  in  His  own  hands  and  gave  them  right.  The 
suppoatiun  of  their  having  to  encounter  hum&n  oppodtion,  it 
fnrtner  confirmed  by  the  event  of  the  thirty-sixth  cba{>tei'cf 
Nnmhera.  The  chief  fatheie  of  the  tribe  of  ^t3nssseh,  to  whieh 
Zelophehad  belonged,  came  before  Moees  and  the  liead»  rf 
Israel,  stating  the  inconTemence  of  female  inheritance,  m  being 
likely  to  be  lost  by  marriage  with  some  other  tribe ;  and  ia 
the  jubilee,  when  ever^'  man  returned  to  the  inberitanoe  of  hit 
&thent,  the  portion  inherited  by  dauKhters  would  be  iin»lj|ii 
mated  with  the  inheritance  of  tne  tribe  wbereunto  th«y  w«rt 
reo^Ted.  T\m  difticulty,  to  mere  human  reasoning  would 
have  seemed  od  t4i  interfere  witli  the  statute  already  given,  that 
nan  would  liave  been  at  a  low  how  Co  overcome  it.  But  that 
which  Ood  ha»  onoe  said,  He  tdtereth  not;  and  He  bode  Moms 
infonn  the  children  of  In»cl,  that  "  the  tribe  of  the  wna  of 
JoHeph  had  nki  wdl.  This  is  the  thing  which  the  Lord  doth 
eoamaod  concerning  the  dnugliter«  of  Zclophchad,  aaying; 
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tribeof  the  family  of  their  father  eh  all  they  marry.  And  every 
dsoghter  that  posesseth  an  inheritance  in  any  tribe  of  the 
chilaren  of  Israel,  ehall  be  wife  nnto  ono  of  the  families  of  the 
tribe  of  her  father,  that  the  children  of  Israel  may  ei^oy  eveiy 
man  the  mberitance  of  his  fathers." 

Even  in  this  law,  so  important  for  the  peace  and  harmony  <£ 
the  tribes  of  Ltrael,  the  htemal  disdained  not  to  care  also  &r 
the  temporal  happiness  of  His  weaker  children,  by  expraesly 
atatinj;,  that  their  choice  was  to  be  he  whom  tJuy  l/iirti  hett ; 
bounded,  indeed,  by  tlie  tribe  of  their  father,  amonptt  whom 
as  tbev  priuciiially  anooiatod  it  was  tunst  natural  their  oh«c« 
shuiilci  fiiU.  No  arbitrary  law  interferi:d  with  dotaestio  huipi- 
iMins.  Neither  oonswigaiiuty,  fortniUh  nor  any  of  the  moden 
reasons,  impelling  union*  of  ooBTeBienee,  of  amuitiaa,  or  of  tay 
kind  but  01  the  heart,  interfered  with  womon'a  choice  of  bmi- 
ness.  Hciron  in  her  own  riehtt  with  none  daring  to  intenvre 
with  the  judgment  of  GihI  Himself,  she  might  select  whom  Ai 
thouglit  beet  to  share  tbe  poesesaons  accorded  to  her.  Ho 
human  judgmoot,  no  thought  of  man,  would  bare  ao  oared 
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The  law,  indeed,  alight  have  been  pven,  but  those 
iprcanve  words,  "  Let  them  marry  whom  tliey  think  best," 
Hkk  bnt  of  the  omuucient  care  aud  infiiiile  love  of  God. 
The  law  of  vows  we  htne  sbeadyeDlargeduiioDiDoarBCGOnd 
sectioD,  the  wives  of  Israel,  yet,  an  ita  onlinanoe  oonoena  th« 
dsughten  of  Israel  alsi>,  we  must  briefly  recur  to  it.  The 
natnro  of  thow  tows  and  in  witat  manner  ihe^  an  liabl*  to 
abuHo,  wc  have  already  seen.  A  dauKhti'r  might,  pwh^w, 
more  easily  tiian  a  wi^,  devote  henolf  by  a  ^tiiguliu-  tow  to 
till-  service  of  the  Li>ril,  but  more  cn«ily  iil«i  bo  it<d  into  its 
sbiiM.  A  young  woman  (for  it  is  to  siich  the  Uws  refar— eco 
Numbers  xxx.  IC),  while  m  ber  father':*  house,  performs  her 
da^  to  b«r  God,  and  proves  her  seal  in  His  stTvico  to  greati-st 
peneetioD,  while  cvincinf  her  obedience  to  Xht'  fifth  command- 
nent,  Bod  devoting  ht-rsclf  as  much  as  powtbte  to  the  comfort 
and  bappioeaaof  her  parents,  and  to  all  the  unobtrueive  claims 
of  home.  This,  as  we  have  said  before,  is  oft«n  Re|{Iect«d 
during  Ibe  early  enthusLasm  of  first  religious  impr^^ioiis,  and 
tha  wish  to  do  something  great  and  striking,  to  evince  the 
iietrour  of  her  i)rofes8ions,  occupies  the  mind  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  else.  This,  in  Israel,  is  elTectually  guarded  against,  bv 
rendering  the  daughter  dependent  in  some  meofiore  on  tite  will 
of  her  father,  and  by  m  doinc  increasing  the  Teneration,  loTe, 
and  HubmiaHJoii  which,  did  sue  obey  the  6fth  commaDdJnent, 
she  could  not  fail  to  bear  him,  at  the  oauie  time  raanled,  like 
the  wife  in  Israel,  from  all  ca]iricioiti<ne»s,  or  iudeoision,  and 
the  potty  trials  thence  |)roceedmi;. 

Tn«e  she  had  the  power,  eren  when  in  her  yonUi  in  b«r 
father's  house,  of  devoting  hemelf  by  a  vow  unto  the  Lord, 
ili-iirly  cvinceM  that  even  young  vrouii-n  had  aocuw  to  the 
^t^riial,  and  tlmir  pra]^^**  *^^  mirvice  were  graciously  accepted 
>y  tlim,  without  any  intorfereDoe  of  man. 
This  is  Hw  Hptrit  of  the  law  conceming  us  most  nearly  now, 
id  which  every  younK  daughter  in  mael  should  lovingly 
lambor,  that  young.  lowty,  weak  as  she  is,  and  dependent  as 
ahe  may  be,  she  has  yet  the  glorious  privilege  of  devoting 
herself  to  the  seTvioe  of  her  Ood.  No  lonmr,  indeed,  by  a 
singular  row.  calling  upon  her  to  depart  Irom  home  duties,  an^ 
affectionj),  fur  outward  service,  nor  by  a  binding  oath  to  aESict 
the  soul  by  departure  from  her  usnal  food  and  innocent  amuse* 
niunte,  but  simplv  by  nMooiating  the  lore  of  Ood  and  hope  of 
llis  approval  tntn  all  bcr  thoughts,  aud  the  meek  and  unpre> 
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teniling  eSbrt  to  mako  maiiifest  epirihialitj'  and  holinen  ta 
vnry  aotioa,  every  trial,  everf  bleasiDe  of  her  life.  TUs  wtD 
b«  loa  diffieoH  to  &ccom|>Uab  if  she  do  bnt  study,  he*rtru% 
and  pnyerfnllT,  I]is  prectotu  word,  ud  read  there,  bonie  out 
bv  the  whole  beautiful  norld  of  nature,  the  bleased  reowd  of 
God's  nnfailiug  love ;  if  she  will  bat  ^lenevere  in  trost  and 
prayer,  and  not  despair  if  many  many  tunes  she  toros  aeeoiUM^y 
tmaoiwered  from  the  Fount  of  trriog  waters,  and  h«r  eartbly 
nature  tempt  her  to  put  her  whole  trust  in  "ciiitenia,  btokoi 
cistema  tliat  will  hold  no  water."  Tbb  was  Israel's  tia,  which 
men  powerfully  than  any  other,  at  l«nf[th  hurled  on  her  the 
Eternal's  long  averted  wrath ;  and,  knowing  this,  we  shall  sin 
thivefold  DOW  if  we  stnin  not  every  nem  to  resist  all  >>ach 
■peoioHS  colouring  of  eattb,  and  ol«ave  under  every  difficulty, 
^tc  of  diuppointment,  of  dcspondeooy,  of  doubt,  unwarer- 
ingly  to  the  Lord.  I 

But  lot  not  the  yovng  dan^tcr  of  Israel,  rejoicini;  in  ber 
finid  enthnsiiksm  thftt  she  is  so  speoiaUy  dc«ie:iist«d  in  Ilis  law, 
believe  that  to  do  His  work  is  easy  and  aU  joy,  as  at  first  it 
se^inu.  There  must  come  a  time,  if  ehe  truly  seek  and  pray  lo 
love  Him,  that  lie  "ill  try  that  love ;  not,  it  may  be,  with 
tbo  afflictions  pnblicly  acknowledged  as  such,  but  with  the 
coldness,  deadnees,  utter  stagnation  of  the  spirit,  as  if  all  of 
nlil^oit,  or  even  interest,  in  religious  thin^  had  entirely  de- 
parted. Thia  is  the  most  fearfol  period  u  the  religioua  ex- 
perience of  the  young.  They  doubt  every  feeling  of  pietv  which 
oad  been  theirs  before.  They  ment^ly  ask,  why  sboiLid  they 
be  different  to  their  more  worldly  companions,  who  are  ever 
bappy,  ever  gay?  Why  should  they  voluntArily  miga  snob 
pleasures  for  a  service  tliat,  inntcad  of  bringing  comfort,  does 
out  make  them  miserable?  Were  they  not  over  pr«Mimptuou 
to  liave  supposed  for  a  moment  that  God  should  care  for  tadi 
as  they,  and  would  it  not  be  wiser  and  better  to  join  the  mnl* 
tjtnile,  who,  living  but  for  earth  and  time,  never  oast  a  thought 
on  bestven  and  eteniity ;  for  to  whom  can  they  exprMS  feelings 
BO  impossible  to  be  rufievml  or  understood? 

0  let  not  sudi  pvrioiU  of  trial  turn  the  danglitcr  of  Israel 
from  that  better  path  vbich  au  earlier  age  has  chosen.  Gome 
indeed  they  murf,  for  Ond  thus  tric«  the  extent  of  bis  children's 
lore.  The  truly,  sincerely,  spiritunlly  religious  of  eveiy  creed, 
of  every  class,  nave  experienced  all  that  they  may  feeL  It 
is  the  dread  "phantom  of  the  threshold,"  which 
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by  iU  nnlj  all-subtlniiig  foe — that  faith  which  caa 
'■Mend  on  tlic  wings  of  prayt^r,  and  tniGt  in  God  to  give  com- 
foit)  boi>e,  and  joy.     It  is  no  proof  of  superior  holiness,  of 
more  npid  adrancenicnt  in  tbu  one  straight  path,  where  tlie^ 
etnotaouit  are  miknown.     It  is  mthur  an  nnanfrn-erable  «vi- 
deooe  that  tb«  spirit  yet  sli-cps,  unavnkvncd  to  its  weoknc 
it*  depepdeuce.     It  docs  not  ^ct  knuw  the  workings  ^t 
Lord  witJiin  ;  or  tbat  its  fiucied  streD^h  may  be  broken 
«   reed.     0  let  not  the  younj;    daugtitcr    of  Israel,  wheii? 
bowed  aod  sorrowing  beneath    the  strange   despondency  of 
licut  and  thonght,  envy  tliese.     God  hath  not  depart«d  from 
bar.    }I«  doth  but  try  tlie  strength  of  her  faitb  and  love. 
If  coiofort,    if  spiritual  joy  always  attended  on   religion 
fenioe,  where  would  be  that  oeceiaity  for  faithfulneaa  an^ ' 
constancy  1  where   the    trial  of  love,  if  ever  coupled  with 
reward  ?     Where   its  strength,   ita   durability,  if  the  first 
momeDt  the   object  of  ita  a^piritiKH  apptar  to  fontukc,  to 
darken  His  countenance  towanls  them,  it  tnkux  win^f  to  sotai^ 
more  lewardinfc  God  7    Would  we  love  a  mortal  thus )     ADcli 
sliall  we  do  le«s  for  God,  who^e  love  we  know  to  be  so  unendinf^  J 
so  infinite,  so  exhau«U««s,  and  who  ii«vor  in  nudity  witiulnm^ 
it,  tlioujjh  to  try  UK  He  ptnaits  the  human  lofinDitiesuf  fruo* 
to  pnxlucc  the  darkriftifiiindor  which  we  pine  f 

Woald  we,  in  truth,  follow  the  example  of  oar  ancestor^ 
tad  di-vi>te  oumlTOB  to  our  Gud,  nu  unst  endiiro  this  meekly  j 
and  truf-tiugl^,  as  w«  would  anv  more  tangible  evil,  or  morftl 
visible  affliction.  And  even  when  this  is  removed,  throngb] 
His  loving  mercy,  and  again  oar  souls  spring  np  rejoicin&j 
though  more  chastened,  let  us  still  "  remember  tie  days  oil 
darkness,  for  they  ahaJl  be  many."  Religion  in  no  waysaveu 
U9  from  afBictions,  but  it  supjiortd  in  under  them.  It  giveij 
us  what  nothing  else  can  give,  the  unvarying  comfort  of  a 
Father's  love,  and  an  unfailing  ho)<e  in  heareo. 

As  in  former  agett  a  young  woman  oould  not  devote  herself., 
bf  a  singular  vow  without  tlie  approval  of  her  father,  although 
with  her  $piritual  j'ttlingi  be  had  no  ^wer  to  interfere,  so 
DOW  let  ever)-  daughter  of  Israel  abstain  from  evenr  public 
or  presumptuous  evidence  «f  roligioos  profoswon  whiclt  can 
interfere  with  the  j)rcjudice»  of  her  parents.     The  Bpirit  of 
that  beautiful  religion  which  wo*  granted  tons,  end  whicbi 
ui7/ again  be  ours,  watt  "to  turn  the  heart  of  the  fathers  to' 
their  uiildrea,  and  the  hearts  of  the  children  to  thdr  fathera ;" 
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not  to  SOW  diiieiuion  and  disaninii.  Whatcrer 
u-omftn  jtM,y  fool,  howcrer  gnevt  ftt  wliat  she  mxy  tiaak 
wanting  in  the  theoretical  or  jvractical  celioioD  of  Kcrjpuuli; 
it  is  her  diit^  to  pray  and  watt.  Qod  wtliansirvr  in  His  own 
time,  but  it  i«  no  purl  c)f  her  duty  either  to  condonin  or  oesw 
to  love.  No  parent  will  interfere  with  «  child's  rclizion,  if, 
iiiittead  of  heiiig  obtruded  upon  him,  it  docs  Uit  gulas  alike 
conduct  and  feeling,  iinpcl  obedience  and  chucr1uliM)8&  Mid 
fltivn^hen  to  endure.  The  motivg  of  these  superior  chano- 
teridtics  an  im-ligiou«  and  unbclievins  parent  nujr  ao^ 
Indeed,  for  long  years  perceive ;  but,  almoat  Qnoonadoiialrp 
he  will  learn  to  respect  the  prejudices  of  such  a  child;  and  iC 
indeed,  it  may  please  God  to  permit  such  earthly  reoniopena^ 
die  nuiy  he  tlie  blessed  mensa  of  leading  him  to  the  nme 
ID)  mortal  goal. 

But  this  can  never  he  if  she  obtrude  religion,  or  in  the 
slightest  degree  evince  a  supposition  of  her  own  superior  hoti- 
neas.  It  is  indeed  one  of  the  hardest  trials  in  life,  to  Me  asj 
one  of  those  whom  we  most  love  peraevcringly  reject  all  mt 
feel  the  dearest,  most  important.  But  if  we  bring  it  beCcm 
Ood,  He  will  ^ve  us  strenj^h  to  continue  constant  in  prayer 
for  them,  and  lesson  the  evil  we  deplore.  The  cniw  of  a  parent 
Kfuon^  to  let  hi.i  child  aerve  God,  and  make  religion  her  Gat 
olijeet,  K  utterly  unknown  id  larael ;  but  should  it  be,  in  tUa 
iostaiic*  only  a  diii<l  ia  impcratiTcly  called  upon  to  disobey. 
The  command*  of  an  earthly  parent  must  be  diaregarded,  if 
they  intorfere  with  and  compel  disobedience  to  tlie  commaoda 
of  Qod.  Leviticus  xix.  29  authorises  our  Upholding  tliit. 
Althougli  the  case  ituelf,  in  wliich  there  ia  a  daughter  guarded 
from  an  unnatural  father,  be  diHereat  in  details,  yet  it  ia 
equallv  protective  in  the  present  instsnoe ;  and  a  cniUI  may 
■be  fulfy  assured,  if  the  command  of  her  &tlier  compel  dii- 
.obedience  to  her  God  in  any  one  of  His  oommandmenti  (for 
all  are  of  equal  sanctity  to  the  one  alluded  to  in  the  tcch 
quoted),  her  painful  duty  mu.iC  be  to  disobey. 

But  a  state  of  things  so  fearful  can  never  be  in  Israel,  if  i 
daughter's  religion  be  practised  as  we  hare  hint«d  above. 

There  mar   be  inaifference,   there   may  bo  tha 

..absence  of  all  spiritual  religion  ;  but  no  man  who 

\te  thought  an  Israelite,  ever  neglects  the  peculiar  forma  < 
hli  fait^  and  hit  daughter,  therefore,  haa  no  cause  for  dividing 
heiBetf  from  hiia.  bow*Ter  more  earnest,  more  spiritual,  naf 


luiNHnaii  or  uxakl. 
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be  her  individual  rievs.     She  maf  haT«  to  bear  with  tli« 
Deflect  or  diaregaid  of  some  (•rdiDuiictfl  which  Iter  liDitrt  t«llt  | 
her  »Tc  ncrvd,  but  if  she  have  the  will,  f>be  bos  the  powt-r  ta  i 
keep  itvr  owii  way  undefiled ;  aiid  if  «lio  bo  tnily  and  «d-| 
e«Tcly  a  daugliter  of  Umel,  eroiy  parental  disrward  of  boljr 
thiiigi  irill  bnng  bvr  to  her  God  yet  more  eamestJy  iii  prayer. 
One  oUier  pnnt  we  would  urm  ere  wo  qait  the  subject. 
Lot  not  litraci  t  701111^  dnughtem  fancy,  that  to  devote  heart, 
mind,  and  eoni  to  iim,  demands  the  rclicquisliment  of  thon 
inooeoiit  pleasures  uml  enjoyments  for  which  God  Himself  bail 
framed  our  )icArt«.     There  arc  many  among  Uio  Gentiles  who 
believe  religion    wholly  incompatible  with    recreation    and 
aoosemcDt :  that  all  social  pleasures  must  be  resigned  ;  only 
occtun  boolcs  perusod,  and  cvcu  some  MCompUsbnienta  for- 
bidden, as  likely  to  bad  to  sin,     The  religion  of  God  is,  on 
the    coutrary,  so   consistent  with    man's    capabibtiea    aod 
ye.'imings,  tiiat  we  never  can  believe  these  things  incambemt 
ujion  UH.     The  first  grand  object  of  our  lives,  in  truth,  it 
must  be ;  and  that  gained — which,  if  we  inculcate  the  irn* 
mortal  spirit  of  religion  as  well  as  it^  mora  pcrislutble  form 
nnto  our  cbildren,  it  will  be^we  need  not  fear,  that  enjoy- 1 
ment  either  of  social  intercourse  or  of  iutelleotual  mouroei-l 
will  torn  us  from  it.  God  has  framed  ns  to  ^ve  and  to  teoeivtt] 
pleasure.     Ue  boa  stored  our  hearts  with  sweet  emotions,  oufj 
tniuds  with  inexhaustible  resource!i.     We  but  make  nianifes^J 
our  deep  and  grateful  sense  of  His  loving-ktndiie«J<  by  itt  j 
enjoymuit.     "  God  loveth  a  cheerful  ^vur,"  we  have  some^ 
wbeie  read.     And  in  no  religion  it  this  sentiment  w>  truly, 
pnwtically  illustrated  a*  in  oats,  oominK,  as  it  docs,  from  OocI 
Uinuelt    A  knowledge  of  otmelv<«,  which,  if  we  are  occus-J 
tomed  in  youth  to  examine  our  bearta  by  the  ^ndard  of' 
Qod's  Word,  we  etinll  uodoubtedly  obtain,  will  warn  us  of 
tbOM  weaknesses  nnd  fallings  most  likely  to  lend  us  into  temp- 
tslkm  ;  and  wo  i<hall  giiara  against  thcsi-,  and  pithcr  conquer 
tbcm  through  His  infused  graco,  or  shnn  t)icm  till  the  ^Irengtlr 
m  im^lorea  is  gtanted.     There  is  no  need  to  become  dif- 
fenot  la  seeming  from  our  fellows,  and  tacitly  condemn  and 
chide  every  innocent  amusement  and  resource  by  our  refuuil 
to  job  in  tbem.     The  idea  that  no  amusement  is  innocent, 
tbat  nothing  we  do,  think,  or  feel  is  free  from  sin,  is  not — 
bleewed  be  God  t — the  creed  of  Israel    He  linth  appointed  our 
r«ligioiis  and  moral  duties ;  J{e  hath  laid  donn  our  cartJUy 


puh;  Be)»tb  Ua^  v  bow  to  look  to  His,  andluw  If 
MA  wt  rittfl  U>Mlifi>J.  aad  tbrangh  Hk  iafiatto  mmof  U 
nMmdwiAffi&  BaMhitandovripdaudBiodimth 
eAtuttltm  eafthOMm  of  limiiH^  even  npoa  wrtlk  B* 
hath  flMiund  anoad  nin  Ha  bewtiftil  wnU  •  ^oamaA 
«lgect«  ta  call  t>Mtli  lov«,  pntitade;  uod  m ;  and  H«  vfao  ■• 
tnth  ud  JDsdee  woold  not  have  dne  ttese  tliiog^  vera  we 
■oioofaUeaf  ri)|,htroiimM.  ■■  frniii  niir  Kfth  tn  Mblukeoad 
with  RKh  Ba  aa  omljr  blood  «aii  waeh  vmf. 

Let  me  not  be  nunadentood,  or  aecased  of  caotodialiiic 
■17  own  tbeoi^,  w>  to  tpeak,  tat  nj  tbearj  it  the  theotjr  a 
tM  Bible  LiMle  to  ereir  wmlnifwi — moce  indinad  to  tbe 
eril  thjta  the  good — we  are;  but  each  ii  inherent  firom  the 
time  that  mir  heftTenl^  ov^in  wa«  cluuiged  and  m^med  by  the 
doDUBun  of  the  pMnotM^  ufinutic^  and  weaknoai  of  caith. 
Aad  it  wa«  for  nch  bctn^  the  Uw  waa  giTcn,  to  «»d  tb«&  to 
nbdna  utatal  oomptioD.  to  give  t)i«m  opportoDittes  to 
cKCfciie  rigfateooncB,  Tirtoe,  and  f^th  ;  to  aWakcD  the  im- 
nortal  part  of  onr  natore ;  to  aroiuc  all  thoee  better,  higher, 
and  parvT  feelinzs,  whidi,  howvrer  darmma.  cannot  di»,  tot 
ther  hare  been  Dreathod  into  iu  bj  the  spirit  of  tht  Lofd ; 
ana  tat  which,  if  we  neglect  aod  let  tbem  ever  sleep,  becaoaa 
we  taDcy  we  either  pOMeaa  then  not,  or  are  boo  doteljr  bound 
to  aronte  tbcm,  we  ehall  he  called  to  a  fearfol  account  Not 
one  single  point  of  the  EterDftl's  precious  word — the  Bible 
which  we  acknowledge — authonso  a  belief  in  the  Genttla 
creed. 

The  mrticaUr  mention  of  the  snperior  saocti^  of  the 
pricsta'  dauchleis,  evinces  th&t  the  hoUaen  of  the  fatben  was 
shared  by  tbe  daughten.  They  were  to  partake  of  the  hoir 
meats,  not  only  in  tbeir  youth;  but  if  widows,  or  diforoed, 
witliout  childivn.  bad  the  power  of  returning  to  th«r  father's 
house.  Aa  further  proof  of  the  holiueM  incumbeDt  on  her  as 
iHus  daughter  of  the  fitemal'a  apiioint«d  tiervaut,  and  one  who 
hod  power  by  her  oonduct  either  to  i-xalt  or  "  profane  her 
father,"  we  find,  in  Levit.  xxi.  9,  a  different  and  more  awfitl 
death  appatoted  for  her,  if  nhe  ht'camt.-  xinful,  than  the  usual 
mode  of  Hebrew  executioim,  Tli<^  liiwti,  of  counw,  eaonot 
concern  iia  now  (though  would  that  tlivy  oonld,  our  priests 
bcin^,  na  they  ouuht  to  be,  the  fiiat  in  rank  and  oonseqoence 
or  onr  nation),  out  tbe  spirit  of  tbera,  as  of  eveiy  other 
roUtire  to  the  women  of  lontel,  teods  to  mark  thoir  equality. 
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their  el«Tation,  nnd  their  immorta]  teeronaibility,  so  forcibly 
OB  to  proreot  all  possible  rejoinder.  Were  t!ie  jirayers  of  roan 
sufficient  for  the  welfare  of  norosn — had  Hhe  no  individual 
euul  to  render  accoUDt  of — there  would  be  lessneoeaaity  to 
notice  the  wives  and  the  daughters  of  the  priests  than  any 
other.  Tbe  Euperior  sanctity  of  their  hnsboDda  and  bthen 
would  surely  be  more  thui  ituSicient  for  them.  W«  tnxt, 
however,  we  have  said  enough  to  convinoe  our  younB  nsters 
that,  as  Danghters  of  Israel,  they  hftrc  higher  aod  nobler  pri- 
▼ileges  than  the  datia;htera  of  any  other  rue :  tlist  their  uod 
Hinself  haa  deii;Dea  to  give  laws  and  onlinanoce  for  tlKir 
(B^MeJal  guidanoe  and  protection,  whioh  eannot  be  gainaud 
without  verging  on  impiety.  And  tliat,  therefore,  much,  very 
much,  dep»ids  on  them,  one  aud  all,  to  uphold  His  glor^ 
through  their  own  religious  and  morul  dignity,  and  rave  «ti- 
dcDce,  alike  to  their  own  heart*  and  to  those  nations,  by  word, 
thoDRlit,  and  d«ed,  that  th^  need  nothing  more  than  their 
own  bf-MitiAi)  religion  to  guide  them  though  earth  and  time 
and  fit  them  for  eterui^  and  hcftven.  They  eon  do  tbia,  and 
wUl  they  fail  T 


TfiE  EX0DD8  (Coxmrere). 

MAID  SKRVANTS  Dl   ISUABL,  ASD  BtlMDBT  OTQBE  LAWS. 

OuE  fiftli  section  alludes  to  a  class  which  (we  say  it  with  grief) 
DO  longer  exista  amongst  us,  and,  therefore,  con  only  be  looked 
upon  aa  a  still  forther  proof  of  the  Eternal's  loving  oare  for 
His  female  chiMren.  It  cannot  ^ide  us  till  onoo  mor«  we 
have  maid-^ervantii  of  our  own  fiuth  amonMl  us.  Hem  often, 
how  coQstautly,  this  aubject  has  cuDtiCMW  the  thoughts  ana 
wiah(»  of  tlie  writer,  that  by  anv  possiUa  means,  tlie  &ughtera 
of  our  poorer  an{I  dependent  Drothren  could  bo  rcooived  aa 
domesticit  in  our  famiUes,  and  so  enable  as  to  adhere  to  the 
laws  framed  for  them,  cao  be  known  but  to  the  Searcher  of  all 
hearts;  for  when  npoken  to  man,  the  idea  is  received  but  ss  high- 
flown  folly,  imjiOKtible  to  be  realised.  If  eo  considered  by  the 
mass,  there  is  no  help  for  it,  and  so  it  must  remain  till  it  please 
God  to  p&e  His  spirit  once  more  within  us,  and  ODlightni  the 
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darkoMB  whicD,  in  aoiuo  iiutaaccs,  luu  gntbcnd  snnaJ  vs, 
ricli  lud  poor. 

Tbat  it  is  onlf  the  rich  and  iuflacnti&l  wliu  can  bring  sbcnt 
refunn  in  mit  poorer  cbane;  ve  qnit«  DrcknowliKlge.  Timt  re- 
lifpoos  L-ducatioD  moat  be  earned  mi  on  a  difilteot  basU.  Tbe 
spirit  fuid  meaning  of  ereijr  form  must  be  inculcated,  or  tbi^ 
can  never  riae  from  the  ignonoce  ami  euperstitioo  in  Khicli, 
tiur>';f)li  long  ages  of  fearful  persecution,  they  are  planged. 
Tbe  mind  and  beait  alike  muM  be  enkrged ;  tbeirown  dignity, 
tlwir  own  respODaifaUity  incnloated ;  tbe  uatbctHXi  beCwean 
naential  and  looal  laws ;  the  snperior,  the  auehangeable  sane- 
tity  of  the  law  of  God,  combined  with  rereRDce  and  Love  for 
the  fence  which  good,  and  tiat,  and  holy  men  have  Ru»ed 
around  it  Were  th«se  thing*  iocnioated,  then  woald  be 
many  eagftr  to  accept  the  ofTcn  of  serrioe  in  Jewish  lamilie^ 
and  find  there  obuicnce  to  thcii  God  quite  oompatible  with 
their  duty  to  Uicir  employers.  Of  eout«e  we  allude  not  to 
thuee  eHtabli«bmenU  in  which  but  one  or  two  aerra&ts  only  are 
kept.  We  simply  mean  those  olasett  when  there  are  vpVKt 
and  lower  domutics — where  one  day  in  the  wade  the  former 
may  iii>t  bo  called  upon  either  for  servile  work,  or  to  break 
through  any  of  the  foims  which  hallowed  the  Sabbath  day. 
There  arc  such  thinp,  we  have  be^rd,  as  head  Danes,  who. 
even  though  Gentiles,  nave  nothing;  to  do  with  the  serrile  work 
of  their  nursery  kingdoma.  LadMsT  maido^  who  have  nothing 
to  do  but  needle  woric,  dress  hair,  and  attend  to  thrir  miatrew 
and  young  ladiea.  Hoiisekeemrs,  even  housenuidB.  irtieic 
there  are  npper  and  lower.  All  these  sitnationa  might,  were 
thn  properly  educated  for  it,  be  filled  by  the  maid-asrvant* 
hi  unel,  wiuoat  interfering  one  tittle  with  their  adherence  and 
obedience  to  their  Faith.  There  mu.it,  indeed,  be  a  waL  on 
both  Bide^  the  employera  and  the  employed,  but  were  that  will 
found,  tbe  wat  would  be  easy. 

Evtvy  Uw  instituted  in  Israel  for  tlie  safety,  happineaa,  and 
welfiue  of  the  man-ecrrant,  mentioned  by  name  the  maid* 
•ervant  also.  In  obedience  to  the  fourth  commandment,  fat 
the  protcolioD  of  the  tenth,  in  every  festival  and  fast,  ctgit 
ordinance  binding  on  Jewish  families  as  iodinduala,  we  find 
the  maid-eervant  cxpiessly  named  ;  thus  proving  that,  though 
her  actual  rank  was  sanordinate,  tliough  her  duties  were 
distinct,  she  was  as  carefully  ajid  tenderly  provided  fi«- 
H  the  daa^ters  of  a  bmily  taemselves.    Even  in  the  eating 
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h.6\y  ttiinjps  wliieh  tome  miji^ht  suppOM  ft  privilogs  onlv 
eranU-d  to  the  hein  of  lioiiscKoKl*,  hIic  was  amocifltea. 
rfo  mfto  conld  reioice  before  lltu  Lord  by  hitiuelf;  aota, 
daiight«n,triclo«s,likther1cK».iiien-»orTu>t«,  fiiiilMAm-sKRrAMTi, 
alt  were  inclu(lc<1,  and  m  diRtinctljr  cnumcratiNl,  that  not  one 
cnild  bu  uiiiitu.-d  wittioat  a  decided  brach  of  )&v.  The 
tventy-first  citaptcr  of  Bzoduti  and  fifteenth  chapter  of  Dtiat- 
CTonomr  treat  pouFerfnlly  on  the  proltclion  and  kindn«8B  de- 
maadea  towanu  male  AoA/emate  (lotncstira.  T)ic  eimple  wo^lIl, 
"  thev  shall  not  go  ont  ns  mcU'Scrvanle  do,"  r«vcal  tht?  loving 
care  for  their  protection,  that  they  should  not  bo  exposed  to  ail 
the  rougher  labour  of  the  field  and  out-door  service  incumbent 
on  the  tnalea.  To  sell  her  to  a  strange  nation,  which  would 
be  ihe  natarsl  d^re  of  the  injurer  and  this  deceiver  ta 
conceal  his  Bin,  no  man  bad  power:  for,  if  he  did  so,  afae 
oould  regain  her  freedom  at  the  end  of  seven  yearn,  and  be  re* 
stoivd  to  her  family,  as  waa  the  law  in  lorad.  If  he  betrothed 
her  to  his  son,  she  was  to  become  even  as  a  daughter;  andif,  aa 
waa  the  cnatoin  of  the  East,  another  wife  were  taken,  her  food, 
faer  raiment  lier  dutyofmarriaf^,  he  had  no  power  to  diminish. 
If  he  failed  in  either,  she  was  free  and  siiotlcM,  alike  in  the 
Bght  of  God  and  man.  These  beautiful  laws  appear,  not)  onljr 
prelty  ooovincing  of  the  equality  of  female  tervanta  with  their 
mate  brethren  in  tlie  same  claa,  but  rather  n  stftrtling  mnui- 
feetatioD  of  the  faluty  of  the  charge,  that  unvtt  in  Israel  ore 
digmded  and  abased.  If  even  a  female  slave,  when  raised  to 
become  the  wife  of  her  master's  son,  was  to  be  renrdcd  as  a 
daughter,  to  retain  bcr  every  priTilege  as  firet^mcetcd  wife, 
bovcvoi  the  capricious  heart  of  bcr  husband  might  select 
another  of  his  own  rank,  we  rather  imagine  that  every  srade 
<if  Ucbrcw  wives  waa  equally  protected  by  the  Lord,  ana  that 
no  man  whatever  had  power  to  degrade  them. 

All  iniurj-  committed  on  a  female  servant  exposed  her  master 
to  pnniAQment  of  equal  severity  as  the  injury  of  a  male.  He 
dared  do  her  no  hurt,  for  if  he  did,  whether  through  jiredeter- 
nination,  or  momentary  jioi^on,  she  waa  his  slave  no  longer. 
She  bad  power  to  appeal  from  him  to  the  repreoentatives  of 
lier  God,  Hia  priests,  and  »)ie  knew  jn^tice  would  be  done  hor, 
for  to  do  it  waA  the  ordtnanoe  of  God.  And,  even  without  in- 
jury, the  term  of  servitude  waa  over  in  the  iterenth  year.  The 
extoemity  of  deittitution  mi^t  hare  compelled  a  parent  to  sell, 
or  tatLei  to  devote,  his  child  to  sccvituda ;  or  teaaons  leas  im- 
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Wn  wrlb  a  dooUed  Und  Krrut,tB  Mmag  tu*  az  T«i^ 
•odtlteLaidthrGoddiiUUMthMiBdlthMdiMBt'  Hvv. 
had  tbcR  been  bo  oUmt  mfotiaa  of  raMs,  tfacM  beutifU 
k«i  wmild  hn«  hta  saffinent  to  prow  Mr  wnalitT  with 
■n  in  th»  a^  of  tW  EtarittL  Tbg  iflhi»wfww  of  that 
km  *M  ^fn  l«kw  t^  ■riM^.  in  tbc  Moat  Hvh'a  deali^ 
•ith  Qigv/Mwe  h&Tc  tmadj  neft ;  m  «  boadwrc,  ud  oot 
■fit  •nil  of  bk  cbtfen.  He  ud  oooipMBoa  aad  lore  for  ber ; 
Md  thit  Hia  people  rikoold  endeavooi  ae  ttna^  aa  lay  b 
tteir  power  to  laDov  b  Uti  own  pAtb^  Be  kid  dmra  atatatei; 
tbc  obedieBce  to  vbieh  would  nuke  ereqr  miM  ■wriat  la 
BMcb  tbe  otgect  of  bcr  master's  car^  teoiemtm,  and  Uber^ 
al^,  aa  Hagar  bad  be«D  to  Him. 

Tbe  BWMJiwid  RUtire  to  tbe  mud-eerrut'e  atteiKUnoe  ak 
tbe  fiBHt  of  botr  tbn«^  on  etajr  sabbath,  foetinl.  etc..  is  ntber 
ooimncbg  of  teligiaa  beinc  aa  incuMbeat  oa  txr  aa  on  man ; 
UKf.  UmK  Ber  masia  himself  was  liable  to  nraMuDott  if  b« 
Datfectod  to  aeaocaate  her,  as  well  as  evecjr  otter  of  hk  botia»' 
bold,  ia  hia  leligiow  exeidsee. 


a^M  «(  both.  ^  aperti^  *■  and  ako  nto 
£>  lUt  da  £bne7^d<fiBt  with  t^  ( 
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Some  over-refined  nstures  are  horrified  at  the  idea  of  beinc 
Bf>\d  to  serrioe — of  the  very  Urm  alow  (the  Hebrew  word  ^^, 
by  the  way,  signifiea  tervaitt  or  domMfic  also);  and  taking  up 
tM  positioD  t^t  the  Uw  of  Moses  countenanced  similar  traffic 
w  the  slave  trade  in  all  its  modern  horrors,  make  it  the  grand 
objeotioQ  to  regarding  the  religion  as  the  revelation  of  God. 
Yet  no  one  who  really  studies  tne  Word  <^  God,  can  entertUB 
an  idea  so  erroneous  for  a  moment.  Perpetual  slavecy — that 
awful  sacrifice  of  all  home  affections,  all  human  emotioui,  tliat 
horrible  syitlem  which  peruiittcd  man  to  ro^urd  bit  brother  mu 
atabeaatof  tiie  field,  to  bv  bought  and  Bold,  live  and  die  nt  hid 
wiU — was  utterly  unknown  in  Israd.  The  term  "sellinK  "  a 
■on  or  daogbtcr,  simply  ^gnificd  the  receiving  b^fiirtAana  the 
prioe  of  six  years'  labour,  in  which  six  years  the  slave  (so  calle^ 
wai  equal  to  his  master  in  evi-rything  exocpt  actual  labour. 
He  was  to  share  in  every  feofit,  every  n^oicing,  idt  at  lus 
master's  table,  lt£t«n  to  tho  law,  accept  every  coveoantof  God, 
bo  clothed,  fed,  and  cared  for,  and  at  the  t«rtD  of  his  ideaae  be 
■0  lifaeraUy  treated  individually,  as  to  enable  him,  if  be  pleaae^ 
to  quit  wrvice,  and  enter  into  )nde[)endent  bauoeas  for  uimsel^ 
or  rciDAin,  from  pure  affeetim  or  voluntary  reUnquitimtitt  M 
freedom,  for  ever  with  h'la  master.  This  was  the  actual  state 
of  slavery  in  Israel,  productive  of  a  threefold  good.  It  saved 
many  a  parent  from  bciiolding  the  utter  destitution  of  his 
children ;  gave  him  the  means  of  working  for  himself  by  the 
price  recdved  for  tlwir  nix  yean'  labour,  assured  him  of  thwr 
tempond  and  spiritoal  welfare,  and  of  their  being  cared  for,  on 
their  rclcaM,  far  better  than  he  could  for  them,  much  as  he 
loved  them  -,  prt-vunted  nil  thoso  borriblu  incentive*  to  crime 
and  misery  pruduccd  by  the  abject  dt^titntion  of  many  a 
Qcntitclnnd;  united  master  and  bcrrtmt  in  tlic  sweet  and  holy 
tiw  of  brotherhood,  alike  of  rctigiou,  tribe,  and  laud ;  subject 
to  one  law,  nor8iii[i|iing  one  Ood,  caring  fur  the  helpless  and 
^le  weak,  and  mokme  every  hoocrhuld  where  the  laws  of  God 
wen  obeyed  one  of  heavenly  harmony  and  love.  In  Israel 
Uieie  was  no  surplus  of  baoda  for  work;  none  of  tlioso  fearful 
temptations  to  sin  in  beidj^  thrown  out  of  emi>loy,  in  the  in- 
kbiihty  to  meet  the  heavy  taxes  and  other  drains  upon  the 
poor.  The  law  in  its  cvei^-  item  spoke  of  God,  and  revealed 
SitD  a»  a  God  of  love.  He  alone  could  have  fitamod  statutes 
entering  into  every  man's  household,  guiding  his  conduct  from 
Ills  parents  to  bis  very  servanfat;  ahidding,  compassionating. 


tending  effort  to  make  manifest  spirituality  and  liolJnHi  is 
«Tery  action,  every  trial,  every  Ueaniu;  of  her  life.  This  will 
be  \v»a  dtfiicult  to  accomplish  if  she  oo  but  study,  heutfully 
aiid  t>rayt;rfully,  Hia  precinus  word,  and  read  there,  bonw  oat 
by  the  whole  beautiful  world  of  nature  the  bleased  r«oofd  of 
Ckxl's  uiifuiling  love ;  if  she  will  but  pcrteveie  iu  tnut  ami 
pmycr,  and  not  despair  if  many  mtmy  timcatlie  turns Mcmincly 
unan4wcr<:d  from  the  Fount  of  living  watevs,  and  ber  «art£ly 
nnture  tempt  her  to  put  h«r  whole  trust  ia  "dttcnu,  brokra 
eistums  that  will  liuld  no  water."  This  wu  Israd'a  sin,  which 
more  powerfully  thau  any  other,  at  length  buried  oo  her  tht 
Eternal's  long  avuTt«tl  niuth  ;  and,  knowing  this,  «e  shall  oa 
threefold  now  if  we  strain  not  every  Dcrrc  to  T«nst  nil  Bach 
qecJona  colouring  of  earth,  and  cleave  under  every  difficulty, 
^te  of  disappointment,  of  despondency,  of  doubt,  unwavvi 
ia^y  to  the  Lord- 
cut  let  not  the  young  daughter  of  Israel,  lejoicinc  id  bi 
fond  enthusiasm  that  she  is  so  specially  deal gnated  in  Hia  law, 
believe  that  to  do  His  work  is  eia^y  and  all  joy,  as  at  first  it 
Beema.  There  must  come  a  time,  if  she  truly  seek  and  pray  to 
love  Him,  that  He  will  tr}*  that  lore ;  uot,  it  may  be,  with 
the  afflictions  publicly  acknowledged  as  such,  but  with  tii« 
ooldiuaA,  deadness,  utter  stagnation  of  the  spirit,  as  if  all  of 
nligiou,  or  even  interest,  id  reli^ous  tiling  nad  entirely  de- 
puted. TliiH  is  th«  most  fearfol  period  m  the  religious  ex> 
perience  of  the  young.  They  doubt  every  feeling  of  piety  wbidi 
had  been  tlieire  before.  They  incnUUy  iwk,  why  slMuld  they 
be  different  to  their  more  worldly  companion^  who  areeTor 
happy,  ever  gay  ?  Why  should  tliey  voluntarily  resign  melt 
pleasures  for  a  scrrico  tliat,  instead  of  bringing  comfort,  dOM 
Dut  make  them  miserable  ?  Were  tliev  not  over  pn^umittuoui 
to  have  supDosod  fur  a  momout  that  6o<I  should  care  for  toch 
as  they,  ana  would  it  not  be  wiser  and  better  to  join  the  mul- 
titudc,  who,  living  but  for  earth  and  time,  never  cast  a  tliought 
on  heaven  and  eternity  ;  for  bo  whom  can  thoyexprem  feelioga 
so  impoaeible  to  be  relieved  or  understood! 

0  let  not  such  periods  of  trial  turn  (he  daughter  of  Israel 
from  that  better  path  nhieh  an  earlier  age  has  chosen.  ConW 
indeed  they  mmt,  for  God  thus  tries  the  extent  of  his  children's 
lote.  Tbi6  trulv,  sincerely,  spiritually  religious  of  every  creed, 
of  every  elasa,  nave  experienced  all  that  they  may  feeL  It 
is  the  dread  "phantom  of  the  threshold,"  which  must  bo 
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ohekels  "  differeDce.  After  the  age  of  tixty,  or  in  eat ly  diild- 
bood.  the  diffenooe  of  valuation  was  mucb  leas,  because  the 
capabilities  of  both  drew  nearer  each  other.  We  see,  then,  the 
nil  meaoing  of  these  dilTerin|;  estimationa.  The  kir  of  God. 
while  it  elevates  and  epiritualiats  nomaii  to  xa  equal  share  nf 
iauDortalily  and  responsibility  before  ilim,  in  no  vay  penniU 
or  eocouragee  her  coming  unduly  forward  or  ezaltiax  henelf 
above  nan.  IJet  weaker  frame,  her  less  mighty  miiid,  her 
BQOie  easily  excited  emotions,  all  ujark  tbe  necessity  of  •  mora 
Ktiring  and  dependent  ittatioii.  Shu  may  contend  for  eqnal 
earthly  li^ta,  aho  may  deem  uur  ikiHertion  of  her  inferior 
eapahilitiea  of  frame  and  mind  on  uufuiiiided  asjietsion  co«t 
upon  hcT,  ahe  may  say  she  is  cxinully  indi.'pend«iit,  «(1us11t 
atronn,  in  rciuou  and  power,  yet  to  prow  tbi»,  we  fear  «he  will 
Dot  find  qiiito  M  eoqr.  Certainly  not  by  tlie  word  of  Uud,  hur 
oolv  Riro  tctt  of  reason  and  feeling.  And  how  much  more  just 
•na  gimoefiil  ia  her  voluntary  adheroQce  to  hor  own  allotted 
path,  and  her  dctonnioation  to  adorn  tliat  path  with  oil  the 
wioning  qualitice,  the  dcvotvdness,  the  affections,  peculiar  to 
tier  own  sex,  than  the  vain  strugglu  to  bo  in  all  things  bb  man ; 
aabvggle  in  which  she  can  but  make  manifest  her  weakneaa, 
aad  finally  be  so  vanquished,  that  even  her  natural  claims  are 
denied  her,  or  conceded  as  a  favour,  not  as  a  right. 

The  equality  which  we  contend  for  (and  which  we  uphold 
IB  so  clearly  demonstrated,  in  not  only  our  holy  law  itself, 
but  in  the  mention  of  ever>'  female  of  the  llible),  is  not, 
in  our  capability,  our  station,  linmaiily  considered,  but 
■ta}dy  as  immortu  ohildren  of  tbe  Most  High ;  having 
equal  aeom  to  His  gracious  ear,  euual  power  to  win  His 
'oondctcendioK  reply,  equiU  responsibility  in  tbe  performance 
of  oor  evcTv  duty,  in  the  juit  cxeTcitie  of  ■>ur  several  faculties ; 
which  facuilic*,  ho  peculiarly  adapted  by  our  merciful  Father 
to  our  wants,  liappinesi,  and  duties,  arc  of  etiuiH  valuation  in 
His  sight  OS  tlnMH)  of  man.  This  is  woman's  equality,  proved 
l^  the  very  law  which,  by  some  misguided  spirit^  may  bo 
twisted  into  her  abasement.  Wlint  would  bo  the  need  of 
matkiog  her  human  valuation,  if  eh^  had  not  the  powcx  of 
derroting  hmelf  by  a  singular  vow  nuto  the  Lord,  in  any  period 
of  her  life,  from  a  mouth  old  to  above  sixty  !  Or,  if  she  have 
no  aeeees  to  God,  save  through  man,  what  could  be  the  use  of 
her  vow  ?  Were  she  to  be  degraded  morally  and  mentally, 
wbace  would  be  even  her  indioaciou  for  this  spiritual  servica  I 
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Surely-  there  need  not  have  been  bay  refereDW  to  ber  i&  i 
Iaw,  if  tlte  vomeu  of  Lva«l  nere  to  M  coosidered  Blans  ud 
heAtliciu. 

By  tliLH  twenty-^cveiitU  clwpt'.-r  of  Leviticiu,  we  Me  too  tliat 
/maU  iufoDts  might  he  devoted  bv  their  piKUtB  to  tbe  Lord, 
another  bcaatifal  and  uDatmronbto  nuuiifeslatioD  of  t^iir 
perfect  equality  with  tlictr  brothen  from  their  birtli.  asd  mvtt 
entirely  do  awny  witli  the  iden  that  has  been  so  idjy  bto«^ 
forraid,  that  the  festival  nttcuding  the  naming  of  mole  i^ldna 
in  Inrael,  compared  with  the  ^uiet  reception  of  tlie  Cemale,  at 
once  pniTes  in  what  an  inferior  light  the  latter  is  regained. 
The  festivity  vhich  hails  the  entrance  of  tbe  new-born  soo  of 
Israel  into  uis  boly  coveoiuit  of  his  £atben,  is  an  immemorial 
national  uaagCj  deecending  to  as  £ram  "  tbe  time  tlint  Abrabaa 
mAtie  a  ^reat  feaat,  tbe  day  that  Isaac  waa  mancd,"  and  baa 
noliiiug  whatever  to  do  with  the  claiios  of  one  sex  over  tbt 
other.  To  my  own  heart,  the  different  reception  of  mal«  and 
female  children  is  an  exquisite  iUnstrattob  and  typeoftbcor 
ro'IN.'ctive  patbs.  Tbe  world  and  man  must  b«  the  theatre  and 
the  frllow-octor  of  the  bov;  be  must  go  forth  anned  with  a 
religious  heart  and  nnbeniung  spirit  to  moet  the  temptationi 
of  ^easare,  ambition,  and  a  boct  of  other  pafsiona  and  einotioot 
wiueh  most  assail  his  more  public  patli.  But,  to  the  airt,  hotu 
is  her  theatre,  her  God  her  only  stay.  Why  sboald  foativity 
and  idle  revdry  hail  tLe  birth  of  one,  inwboeeown  heart  mtut 
be  hor  porat  pleasnns,  distinct  from  every  pleasure  (m  called) 
of  tlw  world  1  whoM  path  must  be  one  of  quiet  and  ODoaUn- 
tations  rvtireucnt  and  usefulneas  {  Her  name  is  giTsn  in  tbt 
booao  of  God,  and  by  ouo  of  His  elected  serranta.  Tafcco  to 
Um  aort  holy  place,  which,  in  oar  captive  and  doolate  states 
His  bottM  pneents,  hj  that  oetemooy  to  be  received  into  the 
eoagregatioD  of  Hn  peopK  does  the  ftmal*  babe  Deed  mote ! 
GasBot  tlw  Hebrew  motner  tlms  raalise  the  devoting  her  child 
to  the  faith  and  service  of  ber  God,  more  powcrfally,  mot* 
ioUmnly,  tban  ia  even  tbe  leative  circle  whieh  gathers  round 
to  bail  the  naming  of  ber  boj  t  We  thiak,  were  these  Mvml 
rites  more  ecnouttV  considered,  tbe  idle  charge  we  have  i^iMted 
above,  merely  to  aisfauTe  it,  wootd  find  tittle  resting  m  tbe 
heart  of  oar  fellowsL 

Tlte  expren  prohibition  idtting  to  woman's  adopting,  on  any 
Ivetenee  whatever,  tbe  gaments  of  tbe  male,  is  another  be*u- 
tifal  ordinance  mnridwg  ba  aatxml  qlieic^  and  proving  tbak 
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•Dy  dnwitore  from  it  was  not  acceptable  to  th«  Lord.  It  was 
Dot  only  the  act  iUtlf  which  u  ao  forcibly  broiighe  forward, 
that  Dent.  XJcii.  5,  tcils  ns,  "  All  tliat  do  ao  aie  abomiimttMi 
unto  the  Lord  tliy  Uijd,"  but  the  thoughts  ud  feclioga  in- 
cluded in  tiich  an  act,  the  t«niiiUilion  to  depart  from  the 
retireneot,  the  modu»ty,  the  ouri^  of  that  home  station  which 
woman  shunUl  »o  quietly  falnL  Wen  aha  not  ta  euunlly  rc- 
•ponribte  moral  una  religioua  t^/ait  m  man,  why  need  thia  law 
luire  been  given? 

Again,  wc  fnid  that  women  who  hare  wrought  wick^dnes}, 
•PMiMii  who  Itavc  a  familiar  spirit  (that  is,  sought  to  dei'«ive 
1^  prrtMidcd  spells  and  enchantmonts),  women  who  have  onticcd 
to  idolatiy^^ll  these,  as  well  as  similar  sinners  uuouc  the 
males,  were  to  be  stoned  to  death  on  the  evidence  of  two 
witaenes.  Nnw  the  very  powct  to  work  encb  wickedness, 
mpposee  a  perfect  freedom  of  thought  and  will,  wholly  distinct 
from  the  power  of  msra.  Were  woman  eo  entirely  the  al^ve 
of  man  that  her  ven-  prayere  must  be  gnided  by  Uia,  and  could 
only  be  acceptable  through  him,  there  could  he  no  iiiHtic«  in 
condemning  her  a^  a  free  aK^nt ;  her  siaa  mo^t  be  the  sini>  of 
herbtlier  or  husband,  not  her  own,  if  her  metit  were  only 
acceptable  through  his.  She  could  not  possibly  be  bound  to 
obey  the  law,  or  punUhed  for  its  dinobedtence,  tf  it  wen-  uuly 

S'veB  to,  and  iucuinbent  en,  man.  If  she  were  to  be  made  a 
vt«  and  heatiieo,  how  does  it  happen  that,  wherever  then>  caa 
be  a  doubt  ai  to  both  aexcs  bang  icoluded,  either  in  relifious 
obwmuicca,  or  prohibiting  of  onatoms  which  nere  abomination 
onto  thclxinl,  wou  ah  iaexpmaly  mentioned  in  conjunction  with 
man )  The  wry  wrath  threatened  in  oa*c  of  her  tmnagmaion 
proves  her  equality  quite  tut  powerfully  as  the  rewards  promiaod 
to  obedience,  and  the  laws  instituted  fur  her  adherence. 

fHizee  tinea  a  year  it  was  a  potiim  snjoinnmU  for  orcty 
maU  to  appear  Before  the  Lr'rd,  in  the  place  appointed  for 
His  temple.    That  woman  was  not  inelndcd  by  name,  wna, 
instead  of  being  a  proof  of  her  lesser  importance  and  respoo-j 
sibility,  a  beautiful  manifestation  of  tliat  divine  tendemMH 
and  justice,  which,  in  their  perfection  and  prescience, God  oaly 
could  dinplay.     A  nameless  variety  of  causes  might  intervene 
to  preTent  woman's  leaving  her  home  in  the  distant  proTinoe* 
of  Jodea  to  accompany  her  father  and  husband  to  Jerusalem. 
llaoy  a  man  m^ht  be  enabled  to  obey  the  Uw  himsell,  who 
muM  have  been  preTented  doing  eo,  hod  he  \Hiaa.  vaiSxn  u 
petiiiw  c^nmand  to  bring  with  him  wife  atkd  c\u\ATOtt. 
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Mth  ;  He  hnlh  tttnght  nt  how  to  look  to  Hini,  and  how  hy 
liilfa  wc  «)iikll  \»s  jtinliried,  and  throuRli  HU  infinite  mercy  he 
reouiivd  with  Him.  He  hathstored  our  aoula  and  minds  «iUi 
«dwuatlen  c«pabi1iti«*  of  h»nptne<a,  eveu  upon  eaith.  H« 
bstb  gktbwed  Mroun<l  us  in  His  beautiful  world  &  thoosaod 
objecU  to  call  forth  love,  gmlltude,  Mid  joj  ;  uid  He  who  is 
tnth  and  justice  would  not  hav«  iluiie  thiiM  thingB,  were  we 
so  incapabwof  righteoucneta,Mfroin  mirbirtlito  beblaok«ned 
with  Biicb  Btn  u  only  blood  eta  wa^  unj. 

Lot  me  not  be  munadetstood,  or  waued  of  contndicting 
my  own  tliPOT^-,  so  to  ipunk.  for  my  theoty  is  the  tbeotr  or 
tjie  Kibl^  Luibts  to  every  weoknus — more  inclined  to  the 
«vil  than  the  good — we  are ;  but  each  is  inherent  frnm  the 
time  that  our  heavenly'  ori^n  was  changod  and  murt-d  by  the 
dominion  of  the  punons,  infinnitiM,  aud  wealnHM  of  cartlL 
And  it  was  for  such  bein^  the  law  was  givvn,  to  Bid  them  to 
subdue  natural  corruption,  to  give  them  opportunities  to 
exercise  righteousness,  virtue,  and  faith  ;  to  awaken  the  im- 
mortal part  of  our  nature  ;  to  arouse  all  those  better,  higher, 
and  purer  feelings,  which,  however  dormafit,  cannot  die,  tat 
they  have  been  breathed  into  us  by  the  apirit  of  the  Lord ; 
and  for  which,  if  we  neglect  and  let  them  ever  Bleep,  becaaaa 
w«  fancy  we  either  possess  tbem  not,  or  are  too  closely  botiad 
to  aronM  tliem,  we  shall  be  called  to  a  fearful  account.  Not 
one  single  {K-int  of  the  Eternal's  precious  word — the  Bible  ^ 
which  we  acknowledge — authoriws  a  belief  in  the  GentilflH 
oreed.  ^^| 

The  imrticular  mention  of  the  wipcrior  uneti^  of  tbo 
priests'  dnugbtcn,  evinces  tliat  the  holiocM  of  the  fathets  wat 
•bared  by  the  daughtem  They  were  to  partake  of  the  holv 
meats,  not  only  in  their  youth;  hut  if  widows,  or  divoroea, 
without  children,  had  the  power  of  rrtuming  to  their  father's 
houHC.  Ax  further  proof  of  the  Ixilim-ss  incumbent  on  ber  as 
thu  daughter  of  thu  Etnnal's  npDoiiit»l  servant,  and  one  who 
had  )iuwtT  by  licr  conduct  citlicr  to  exalt  or  "  profane  her 
father,"  wc  find,  in  Levit.  xxi.  9,  a  different  and  more  awful 
death  oppointc^d  for  faer,  if  she  became  unful,  than  the  usoal 
mode  of  Hebrew  cxecutious.  These  laws,  of  conne,  eaanot 
concern  us  now  ftbough  would  that  they  could,  our  priests 
being,  as  they  oucht  to  be,  the  first  io  rank  and  conKquenee 
of  our  nation),  out  the  spirit  of  them,  aa  of  every  otlw-r 
relative  to  tlie  women  of  Israel,  tends  to  mark  their  equality. 
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tii«ir  olevatioo,  and  their  imnKntal  responsibility,  oo  fordbljr 
u  to  prevent  >ll  possiblu  Tojoinder.  Were  the  prayers  of  man 
snfiicHDt  for  the  welfare  of  woman — had  she  no  iDdividual 
fiual  to  render  account  of — there  wouM  be  less  necessity  to 
Dotioc  the  wiv«  and  the  daughters  of  the  pheeta  than  any 
other.  The  superior  sanctity  of  their  husbands  and  fatheta 
would  surely  be  more  than  sufficient  for  them.  We  trust, 
however,  we  have  said  enough  to  convince  our  young  sisters 
thaty  M  Daughten  of  louel,  they  have  higher  and  nobler  nri- 
Tilegea  tban  the  daughters  of  auy  other  race ;  that  their  God 
Hiiuelf  has  deignea  to  give  laws  and  ordinancn  for  their 
flspecial  guidance  and  protection,  which  cannot  be  gainsaid 
without  verging  on  impiety.  An<l  tliat,  therefore,  much,  very 
much,  dependa  on  them,  one  and  all,  to  ujihotd  Mia  gloi^ 
through  tAeir  own  religious  and  moml  dignity,  and  give  evi- 
dence, alike  to  tlieir  own  hewta  and  to  tho»»e  nations,  by  word, 
tbonant,  and  deed,  that  they  need  notltiug  men  than  their 
own  Dcantifn)  religion  to  guide  tlicro  through  earth  and  time 
Aod  fit  them  for  eternity  and  heaven.    They  can  do  thia,  and 

twill  tbey  faU } 
■■ 
Otrt  fifth  aedion  al!adc«  to  a  elms  which  (we  aay  it  with  grief) 
no  longer  exists  auinngKt  UH,  and,  thenrfore,  can  onljr  be  looked 
upon  OS  a  still  farlliur  proof  of  the  Htenial's  loving  caie  for 
His  ft-'m&le  childiQiL  It  cnnnot  guide  us  till  once  more  we 
have  maid-'icrTanbi  of  our  uwn  fai^lh  aniongHt  us.  How  often. 
bow  constnntly,  this  subject  haa  onnoised  the  thoughts  and 
wisbea  of  the  writer,  that  by  anv  poaublt  means,  the  daughters 
of  our  poorer  and  dependent  orctlirea  oould  be  received  aa 
domeatics  in  our  famiTies,  and  ho  enable  us  to  adhere  to  the 
Iftwa  framed  fur  them,  cau  be  known  but  to  the  Suaroher  of  all 
heiarta:  forwhenapokea  to  man,  the  idea  ia  received  but  a,i  high- 
flown  lolly,  imi>OMible  to  be  realised.  If  so  considered  by  the 
UMi,  there  is  do  help  for  it,  and  so  it  must  rem^n  till  it  i:Joase 
Ood  to  pot  Ui3  spirit  oacx  more  within  ut,  and  enlighten  the 
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^rkno»  whicn,  ia  aomo  inistutcet,  hu  gaUwred  uonnd  tu^ 
rich  and  poor. 

That  it  is  only  the  rich  and  influcutial  who  can  hrinff  *boot 
refonn  in  our  poorer  claa^jeis,  ve  quite  acknowludge.  liieir  r^ 
li^ous  education  moat  be  cairied  on  on  a  di^crent  basis.  The 
spirit  and  meaiiiug  of  every  fonn  must  be  inculcated,  or  tb«y 
caD  never  rise  from  the  iKDorance  and  superstition  in  which, 
thrr^'%h  long  ages  of  feami  persecution,  tliey  are  planned. 
T'Uo  mind  and  heart  alike  must  be  enlarged  :  their  own  dignity, 
their  own  iespou.-abUity  inculcated ;  the  lustinction  belweeu 
essential  aud  local  laws ;  the  superior,  the  unchangeable  saiio- 
tity  of  tl'fi  law  of  God,  combined  with  reverence  and  Lore  for 
the  fence  which  good,  &nd  wise,  &nd  holy  men  h^re  ntised 
around  it~  Wen  thew  things  inoulc&ted,  thece  wouid  b« 
EoAiiy  ciinct  to  toocpi  tbu  offtn  of  service  in  Jewish  fomilteflt 
and  find  iliete  obeaienoo  to  tlicii  God  quite  oouipatJbJe  with 
tbcir  duty  to  thdr  empJoycTK.  Of  course  we  allude  not  to 
thoM  eetablialimentt  in  which  but  one  or  two  eervut*  only  nre 
kept.  We  simply  mean  thuee  cluBce  whete  there  are  upper 
and  lower  domestics — where  one  day  in  the  week  the  former 
mny  not  bo  called  upon  either  for  servtlc  work,  or  to  break 
through  any  of  the  forms  which  hallowed  tfac  Sabbath  day. 
Then  are  such  thinos,  we  have  hcurd,  as  head  nurses,  who, 
even  though  Gentiles,  nave  nothing  lo  do  with  the  servile  work 
of  their  nurserr  kingdoms.  Ladies'  maids,  who  have  nothing 
to  do  but  needle  work,  dress  hair,  and  attend  to  Uvir  tnistrea* 
and  young  ladies.  Houaekeeiiera,  even  housemaiids.  where 
there  are  upper  and  lower.  AH  these  situations  mignt,  were 
they  pToperlv  educatixl  for  it,  be  tilled  by  the  maid-servante 
in  tarael,  without  interfering  one  tittle  with  their  adherence  and 
obedience  to  their  Fjiith.  Tiiere  matt,  indeed,  be  a  wiu,  on 
both  wde«,  the  uniployers  nnd  the  employed,  but  were  that  wax 
found,  the  WaT  would  bu  cuiHy. 

Every  Iilw  iiMtitutid  in  I<tiio1  for  the  safety,  happineM,  and 
wclCue  of  the  luun-scrvant,  mentioned  by  name  the  maid- 
Berrant  alifo.  In  obedience  to  the  fourth  commandmt'nt,  in 
the  protection  of  the  tenth,  in  eveT>'  festival  and  fast,  every 
ordioSDce  binding  on  Jewish  families  as  individuals,  we  tind 
the  maid-servant  expressly  named  ;  thus  proving  that^  though 
her  actual  rank  was  suoordiuate,  though  her  duties  wen 
distinct,  she  was  as  carcfullv  and  tenderly  |)rovjded  for 
■a  the  daughters  of  a  family  tnemaelves.    Even  tn  the  eotbg 
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«f  bolj  tilings,  which  some  might  siippon  ft  prinlege  onlv 
nwtUd  to  the  licini  of  houBcholils,  sho  was  associateo. 
no  nun  ocmld  raoioe  befuro  the  Lord  by  himself;  aons, 
duigfaten,  widows,  uttli«rlc)»,mcn-«ervaDta,  and  MAii>-)iKiiVA!iT8, 
all  were  ioclnded,  wid  so  distinctly  enumerated,  that  not  one 
could  be  omitted  without  si  decided  breach  of  Uw.  Tlie 
twenty-firet  chapter  of  Exodus  and  fifteenth  chapter  of  Deat- 
«ro&oiaT  t««t  powerfully  on  the  protection  and  kindness  de* 
mandM  towanb  male  and/emaU  dJomeetics.  The  simple  words, 
•'  they  shall  not  go  out  as  men-flervants  do,"  reveal  the  loving 
tare  for  their  jirolection,  that  they  should  not  be  exposed  to  all 
the  rou];ber  kbotir  of  the  field  and  out-door  serrioe  iiicuiubeut 
oo  the  males.  To  sell  her  to  a  strange  nation,  whiah  would 
be  the  natural  desire  of  the  iujiirer  and  the  deceirer  to 
eODCes)  his  siti,  no  man  had  [lower ;  for,  if  he  diil  ho,  she 
could  regain  her  freedom  at  the  end  of  seven  ycnre,  aui)  be  n- 
stotvd  to  her  family,  m  wa»  the  law  in  Ismel.  If  he  bctrothi^ 
herUhbMn,sbe  wm  to  become  even  u  a  daughter;  and  if,  as 
was  the  euttom  of  the  East,  another  wife  wore  ttikeD,  her  foixl, 
ber  niment,  her  'luty  of  marriage,  lie  lisd  do  power  to  diminish. 
If  he  foiled  in  citlier,  she  was  free  and  iipotJcM,  alike  in  the 
right  of  God  And  ni:m.  These  beautiful  laws  appear,  nofc  onl^ 
pretty  convincing  of  the  equality  of  fomale  serranta  with  their 
male  orethrcD  in  the  same  clns«,  but  rather  a  startling  mani- 
fiestation  of  the  falsity  of  the  charge,  that  mve*  in  hxvA  are 
degraded  and  abased.  If  even  a  female  slave,  when  raised  to 
become  the  wife  of  her  master's  son,  was  to  be  regarded  as  a 
daughter,  to  retain  her  every  privilege  as  first-selected  wife, 
however  the  capricious  heart  of  her  husband  might  select 
another  of  bis  own  rank,  we  rather  imagine  that  every  grade 
of  Hebrew  wives  was  equally  protected  by  the  Lord,  and  that 
no  man  whatever  had  ])ower  to  degrade  tbem. 

All  injury  committed  ou  a  female  servant  exposed  ber  master 
to  jmnishment  of  equal  severity  as  the  injury  of  a  male.  He 
dared  do  her  no  hurt,  for  if  he  did,  whether  through  ^rrcdeter- 
mination,  or  inomenlary  pai^on,  Hhe  wm  hl«  Mare  no  longer. 
She  had  power  to  appeal  from  him  to  the  reureseotatives  of 
her  Ood,  His  pritets,  and  she  knew  jusdoe  would  be  done  her. 
for  to  do  it  was  the  ordinance  of  God.  And,  eveu  without  in* 
jury,  the  tcnn  of  tcrvitude  was  orer  in  the  seventh  year.  Tha 
extremity  of  deititution  might  have  compelled  a  parent  to  hcU, 
or  rathei  to  devote,  hit  child  to  •ervituue ;  or  leaaons  le«  iu- 
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pentive  micht  urge  bis  doiog  so.  Icnoving  that  his  ehildniL 
even  though  the^  worked,  trouM  be  better  proTided  for,  and 

EethapB  Diure  eajiiiy  enabled  to  keep  everjr  ovdioanoe  of  tb» 
lOrd,  in  the  family  of  their  master,  than  stmggliDg  on  for  k 
scanty  subsistence,  nomiually  free.  Tbepoor  we»e  not  to  cem^^ 
out  of  the  land,  that  the  people  might  obey  the  words  of  tbeir^H 
God,  in  whicb  He  bade  them,  "  Opes  tbiite  band  wida  untoi^^ 
thy  poor  brother,  to  tby  [>oor  and  to  thy  needy  iu  thy  Uod  ;* 
anil  tlieu,  a«  a  practical  illuatratioii  of  bov  the  hand  is  to  M 
opened  widt,  wg  are  told  that  when  oar  brother  a  Hebrew  mui, 
or  »  Uebren  woman,  has  bceu  sold,  and  served  in  a  family  six 
jreara,  we  were  oot  only  to  let  him,  or  her,  go  free,  whioo  did 
K«  act  ncconliiift  to  the  finite  judgment  of  mao,  there  wooJd 
be  many  to  thiidc  KutFicicnt ;  but  thiiy  were  to  be  furai^ied  !*• 
bcrally  out  of  the  flock  aud  the  floor  (i.e.  burn,  mciuiing  con), 
ftndoutuf  the  wtnc-prem;  of  all  wherewith  the  Lord  budUeaeod 
»  we  were  to  give  nnto  them.  And  not  eatisfied  with  having 
■Iready  mentioned  tho  Hebrew  woman,  as  included  with  tM 
Hvbn-w  man,  in  the»e  laws,  the  law  again  ei^orccstlw  eqtui 
rights  of  both,  by  repeating,  "and  also  onto  thy  maid-eemnt 
thou  shalt  do  likewise ;"  adding,  with  that  exquisite  spirit  of 
love  infused  through  every  law,  "  It  diall  not  seem  hard  unto 
thee,  when  thou  sendest  nim  away  free  from  thee,  for  be  ha* 
been  worth  a  doubled  hired  servant,  in  serving  thee  six  yean^ 
and  the  Lord  thy  God  ahallblefB  thee  in  oil  thou  do^t."  Now, 
bad  there  been  no  other  mention  of  woman,  these  beautiful 
lawn  would  have  been  suSioient  to  prove  her  eq^utlitr  witli 
man  in  the  sight  of  the  Eternal.  The  iliutlmtum  of  theee 
]*««  was  given  o^ort  the  prfcfjit,  in  the  Most  High's  dealings 
with  Hngar,  as  we  have  already  mcl-u  ;  as  a  bond-dave,  and  one 
not  even  of  his  chosen.  He  hnd  compassion  and  love  for  her ; 
and  that  His  people  ahonid  endeavour  as  strongly  as  lay  ia 
their  power  to  follow  In  Uis  own  paths.  He  laid  down  statutcn, 
the  Duedience  to  which  would  make  every  maid-«ervnnt  as 
much  the  object  of  her  master's  care,  tendemen^  sod  l)bcr>  ^i 
■litr,  aj4  Hagar  had  been  to  Him.  ^H 

The  command  n-latJve  to  the  maid-servant's  attondoDM  it^V 
the  feast  of  boly  things,  •)n  every  sabbatb,  festival,  etc,  is  rath«t 
convincing  of  religion  Ikiur  as  incumbent  on  her  as  on  man ; 
nay,  that  ncr  master  hims^f  was  liable  to  punishment  if  h« 
iteclect«d  to  associate  her,  as  well  ns  every  outer  of  his  houae- 
hold,  in  his  religious  exerdses. 
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I  over-ivfiDed  naturi«  &ro  horrified  at  the  Mea  of  being 

'.  to  serrio*— of  the  very  term  alaw  (the  Hebrew  wcinl  ^yg, 

th«  yn,y,  BigniGcs  tMront  or  domettie  tiiao) ;  and  taking  up 

&e  positJOD  tMt  the  law  of  Uosbb  oounteoiineed  similar  tnffio 

u  t£«  slaro  tnde  io  all  its  modero  homiTS,  make  it  tlie  grand 

[  cbjection  to  ngardiiig  the  nlisicm  as  the  revelation  of  God. 

'  Tet  no  one  who  really  studies  the  Word  of  God,  can  entertaia 
an  idea  bo  erroneous  for  a  moment.  Perpetual  slavery — that 
«wfal  aacritice  of  all  home  aflectiooA,  all  human  emotioiis,  that 
horrible  8j'Bt«m  which  permitted  man  to  regard  his  brother  man 
aa  a  beast  of  the  field,  to  be  bouvht  and  sold,  live  and  die  at  hia 
will — was  utterly  unknown  in  Ixtael.  The  term  "»IliDK  "  a 
aon  or  dauf;ht«r,  aiiuply  HiKnitied  the  receiving  b^^reAana  the 
prioe  of  8ix  year^'laixiur,  in  which  fix  years  the  ftlare  (so  oolled) 
WM  equal  to  his  insAter  in  ererylhinf^  exc«pt  actual  lalxtur. 
He  was  to  riiare  in  every  feaHt,  every  rvjoicing,  Kit  at  Uis 
muter'e  table,  listen  to  the  law,  accept  uvery  cownaDt  of  God, 
bo  clothed,  fed,  and  eared  for,  and  at  the  term  of  his  rulease  be 
•0  libenlly  tfcatcd  individually,  aa  to  enable  him,  if  he  plcimsl, 
toqailMTvice,  and  enter  into  independent  huainoes  for  aimsol^ 
or  rmain,  from  pvrt  (^fection  or  voluntary  relinquuhtMnt  of 
freedom,  for  ever  with  liis  maatcr.  This  was  the  actual  state 
of  slavery  in  Israel,  productive  of  a  threefold  good.  It  saved 
many  a  parent  frooi  beholding  the  utter  destitution  of  his 
children  ;  gave  him  the  means  of  working  for  hinuielf  by  the 
price  received  for  their  h\x  years'  labour,  assured  him  of  their 
iemporal  and  spiritual  welfare,  and  of  their  being  cared  for.  on 
their  release,  far  better  than  he  could  for  them,  much  as  he 
loved  them  ;  prt-vented  all  thaie  horrible  incentives  to  crime 
and  misery  produced  by  the  abject  destjtution  of  many  a 
Geotile  land ;  united  ma-tter  and  wrrant  in  the  sweet  and  holy 
tica  of  brotberh<iod,  ntilte  of  rvllgion,  tribe,  and  land ;  enbjeot 
to  one  law,  wor»hip;iin^  one  Oud,  caring  for  the  helplcn  and 
the  weak,  awl  making  overy  houin^old  where  the  laws  of  God 
wem  obeyed  one  of  ncavenly  hannony  and  love.  Id  Itrael 
tbere  was  no  surplus  of  hands  for  wark;  none  of  tboitc  fearful 
temptatioits  to  sin  in  being  thrown  out  of  employ,  in  the  in- 
ability to  meet  the  heavy  taxes  and  other  drtUDs  upon  the 
poor.  The  lav  in  its  every  item  spoke  of  God.  and  revealed 
Him  as  a  God  of  love.  He  alone  could  have  framed  statutoa 
entering  into  every  man's  household,  fpitding  his  conduct  from 
liis  parents  to  his  very  servants ;  uudding,  compassionatini^ 
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loving  every  iadiridaal  in  Isnel,  from  the  hi^^h  priest  to  the 
lowest  3lav«.  . 

H«vin|^  DOW  reftarded  all  the  laws  instituted  can>ntwlT  for ' 
vomui,  in  her  several  positions  of  mother,  wUe^  wiilow, 
daughter,  and  maid-derrant,  we  hare  but  to  tuow  togetboraU 
the  TemaiuinK  Btatat«a  relating  to  her  genenlt)^.  In  «v«7 
offeriug.  be  it  of  tresiuiii,  of  thanlcfigning,  of  panfiutMo,  «« 
find  in  Leviticu.1,  Numliem,  and  Deuteronotnv,  womui  was  w 
emphatically  included  a.H  to  be  tlie  Kubjeiot  of  Lawt  set  apart  for 
benelf.  The  ordioaace*  were  binding  on  botli  man  and  woman, 
and  core  exptettly  taken  to  mark  tlw  guiding  line  of  obedience 
for  both.  There  was  oothiaa  loft  for  infi'^Tciioc,  but  all  which 
wan  nMCsMty  dittinetly  laia  down.  In  the  very  particular 
law  for  lepers,  uvman  was  named  as  well  as  man.  Nothing 
WM  left  Ut  human  judgment;  every  item  ooDceming  it«  tnM- 
meat,  it«  curt,  and  its  purification,  preci«dy  written  down.  In 
the  laws  for  the  Nazante  (Nnmben  vi.),  woman  is  qiecifitHl  ao 
dearly,  tliat  it  is  utterly  unpesible  to  retain  a  donbt  of  her 
service  being  equally  acoeptable,  or  that  she  had  not  the  same 
power  as  man,  to  Mporste  herself  by  a  vow  unto  the  Lord. 
That  which  was  to  guide  man  in  tbia  devotion,  must  equally 
have  been  given  to  guide  ber,  or  we  should  not  see  it  so  ex- 
pressly stated,  "  when  man  or  wokun  shall  separate  tbemMlvct 
to  vow  the  vow  of  a  N&zarite,"  etc  A  woman  who  eoold  wah 
to  devote  herself,  appears  to  as  to  have  been  an  independat 
single  woman,  and,  therefore,  not  one  of  the  datuhtcm  and 
wives  BpeciGed  in  the  Utter  law  regarding  tows,  vbicE,  judging 
from  the  beautiful  precision  of  the  laws  of  God,  would,  naS 
it  alluded  Co  the  Nazaritc*.  have  bccu  so  expretecd.  The 
singular  vow  mentioned  in  LovIticuH  xxvii.,  including,  as  every 
otlier  ordiiiance,  woman  u  well  as  man,  may  or  may  not  relatt 
to  the  Kamc  kind  of  vi>ws  ns  mentioned  in  numbeni  xxx.  But 
vilititlicr  it  be  or  not,  the  law  for  the  respective  valuation  of 
male  and  female  M^rvice,  proves  that  woman  could  make  a 
tingalar  vow,  and  either  fulfil  or  redeem  it  with  equal  freedom 
and  acceptance  w  man.  Tliat  her  »i:T\'icc  was  valued  at  a  ka 
rate  is  no  proof  of  her  inequality,  but  simply  that  the  aervioe 
she  could  tender  the  Temple  vas,  from  the  weakness  of  ber 
frame,  and  the  retiring  nature  of  her  sex,  of  leas  use  and  imjxir- 
tance  than  man's.  Compare  the  work  and  capability  of  a  mail 
from  tlie  ai;^  of  twenty  t«  sixty,  to  those  of  a  woman  duriug 
the  tame  i>enod.    There  would  be  full  the  worth  of  "  tweaty 
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misted  by  its  nn!y  aU-subtUiing  foe — tliat  faith  whicb  eta 
UMud  on  the  wings  of  prayer,  aud  tniftt  in  Qod  to  giro  ooiik- 
fort,  hope,  and  joy.  It  is  no  {jroof  of  superior  hwiaen,  of 
mon  rapid  adTsncenieQt  in  the  one  Htiai^ht  patli,  «h«K  UiCM 
emotioDs  are  unknown.  It  is  r&ther  an  uaaiisircrahlt  eri- 
deneo  that  the  aptrit  yet  sleeps,  uiianakeiie4  to  it«  wc 
its  depeodeuce.  It  does  not  ^ct  know  the  workings  of 
Lord  wilhiii ;  ot  that  its  fancied  tttreneth  may  be  broken  as 
a  reed.  0  let  not  tlie  young  ilaui^ntvr  of  Ixrael,  whea 
bowed  and  sorrowing  beneath  the  strange  dcsponiK-ncy  of 
heart  and  thought,  e&Ty  these.  God  hath  not  dcparU-d  mm 
her.  He  doth  but  try  tlic  ittrvii^tJi  of  her  fiiith  and  love. 
If  comfort,  if  spiritual  joy  alwayH  attended  oo  religious 
Mrrioe,  where  would  be  that  ne»\fsity  far  faithfulness  and 
constancy  f  wlicro  the  triat  <if  love,  if  over  coupled  with 
reward  t  Where  ita  strength,  its  durability,  if  the  first 
momeDt  the  object  of  its  aspirings  appear  to  forsake,  to 
dariuD  His  cnant«oaoc«  towards  them,  it  lakes  wiog  to  soma 
mote  rewarding  God  ?  Would  we  love  a  mortal  thust  And 
shall  we  do  lees  for  God,  wha^e  love  we  know  to  be  so  unending, 
so  infinite,  so  exbaustleas,  and  who  never  iu  reality  witJidraws 
it,  though  to  try  u-i  He  permits  the  human  inlirmities  of  frame 
to  produce  the  darkness  under  which  we  piue  i 

Woold  we,  in  truth,  follow  the  example  of  our  anoeetot%  i 
aod  devote  oarselTes  to  our  God,  we  muitt  endure  this  meekly 
and  truAtiugl^,  as  we  would  any  more  tangible  evil,  or  mors^ 
risible  aiBiction.     And  even  wlien  this  is    removed,  througb^ 
Hi*  loving  mercy,  and  again  our  souls    spring  up  rejoicir 
tliough  more  chastened,  let  us  still  "  remember  tJie  days 
^lltf^qwf,  fur  they  shall  be  many."    R«ligii>D  id  no  way  sav 
OB  frOB  afflictions,  but  it  supports  us  under  them.     It  giveil 
as  what  nothing  else  con  give,  the  unvarying  comfort  of  a 
Father's  love,  x^  an  unfailing  hope  in  heaven. 

Aain  former  sfeaayouDg  woman  could  not  devote  herself, 
by  a  3iD;;ular  vow  without  tlie  approval  of  her  father,  althougll ' 
witii  her  tptritiial  /etlingi  he  had  no  power  to  interfere,  so 
now  let  every  <bughter  of  Urael  abstain  from  every  public 
or  pcceumpUious  evidence  of  roliijious  jirofes^ou  whicb  can 
interfeie  with  tlie  pr^udicca  of  her  parents.  The  spirit  of 
tliat  beautiful  religiOD  which  viat  granted  to  us,  and  which 
will  offain  be  aan,  was  "to  turn  the  heart  of  the  fathers  to 
Uilir  uiildrea,  oua  tlie  heArt<t  of  the  children  to  their  fathers ;" 
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tesdinff  efTort  to  make  manifest  siiirituality  *nd  holinen  ta 
erery  action,  every  trial,  every  bles&iiij;  of  her  life.  This  will 
be  \v3a  difficult  to  accomplish  if  she  ao  hut  atady,  heaitfally 
And  prayerfully,  Hia  {ireci>^UH  word,  and  read  there,  home  oat 
by  tlie  whole  beautiful  world  of  nature,  the  bleaaed  reoocd  of 
Cfod'a  unfailing  love ;  if  ahe  will  but  persevere  Ja  tntst  Knd 
prayer,  atid  not  deapairifui&ny  many  timea she turnsweniiiwly 
unuRswered  frt>m  the  Foitnt  of  livinf;  waters,  snd  h«r  ewtaljr 
nature  t«mpt  her  lo  put  her  whole  trust  in  "  ciiiteriu,  broken 
oisterns  tiiat  will  hi>ld  iiu  wuttr."  Thin  was  I.irael'a  Kin,  which 
more  powerfully  tltaii  any  (ilhw,  at  length  hurled  on  tirr  th* 
Eternal's  long  averted  wnvth  ;  and,  knowing  this,  we  shall  «in 
thirefold  DOW  if  wo  strain  not  every  nerve  to  reust  all  lucb 
spedoug  colouring  of  eurth,  and  cleave  under  ererj  diffictiltfi 
spit*  of  dignppoiutment,  of  duflpondtnoyt  of  doubt,  anwarer-^ 
"  ■  to  the  Lord. 


I 


iut  let  not  the  young  daughter  of  Israel,  r^oicins  tD  lur 
fond  enthusiasm  that  she  is  ho  specially  designated  in  His  lav, 
believe  that  to  do  Ilis  work  is  easy  and  all  joy,  aa  at  first  it 
Bcema.  There  most  come  a  time,  if  she  truly  seek  and  pray  to 
lore  Him,  that  lie  will  trj-  that  love  ;  not,  it  may  be,  with 
itte  afflictions  publicly  a^'knowledged  as  such,  but  with  the 
ooldneaa,  deadne»i,  utter  stagn&tiou  of  the  spirit,  as  if  all  of 
nlifpon,  or  even  intereot,  in  religious  things,  had  entirely  de- 
part'Sd.    Thtfl  is  the  most  fearfid  period  in  the  reUgiotu  ab> 

Eerieiice  of  the  young.  They  doubt  every  feeling  of  ptet;  whiah 
od  been  llieira  l>er(>re.  They  mentally  ask,  wny  abouid  ihe^ 
be  <lifierent  to  their  more  worldly  companiooa,  who  an  enr 
happy,  ever  gay  ?    Why  should  they  roluDtoruy  rest^  such 

EIctuEures  for  a  aervice  that,  instead  of  bringing  comfort,  does 
nt  make  them  miserable  ?  Were  they  not  over  presomptuous 
to  have  supposed  for  a  moment  that  Uwl  should  oars  for  soch 
B«  they,  oDd  would  it  not  be  wit«r  and  better  t»  join  the  mul* 
titudc.  who,  living  but  for  earth  and  Ura^  never  cast  a  thought 
on  heaven  and  eternity ;  for  to  whom  con  tboyexpitM  foeliagi 
BO  impossible  to  be  relieved  or  nnderstoodt 

0  let  not  such  period»  cf  trial  turn  the  daughter  of  Israel 
from  that  better  path  which  an  earlier  age  has  chosen.  Como 
indeed  they  mint,  for  Ood  thus  tries  the  extent  of  his  children's 
Jove.  The  trulv.  sincerely,  spiritually  religious  of  every  ueed, 
of  every  clasa,  nave  experienced  all  that  they  may  leeL  It 
is  the  diead  "  phantom  of  the  threshold,"  wbii^  must  be 
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leeistod  hy  itannlsr  all-subdning  foe — that  f&ith  vhicli  caa 
Mceitd  on  the  wings  of  prayer,  and  trust  in  God  to  givo  60ui> 
fOTt,  hope,  ftod  joy.  It  is  no  proof  of  superior  holinea^  of 
more  rapid  advanceane&t  in  the  ons  ateught  path,  where 
emotions  «xe  uoknown.  It  ia  rather  an  nnaunwenble  tv 
denoe  that  the  spirit  ret  sleeps,  unawakened  to  ita  weakoe—. 
its  dependence.  It  aoes  not  yet  know  the  workinj^  of  tlift 
Lord  within ;  or  that  its  fancied  atreugth  may  be  broken  a* 
a  ned.  0  let  not  the  younx  diiut^liter  of  Uni«l,  when 
bowed  and  sorrowing  beneath  tlie  strutige  despondency  of 
heart  and  taught,  enry  tli^'se.  God  iiatli  not  dcparU'd  froia 
Iter.  He  doth  bat  try  the  strength  of  hur  faith  ntid  lovo,  ] 
If  oomfortv  if  ipiritatl  joj-  alwaya  attended  on  religious 
senrice,  vheitt  would  be  tlint  noce--«»t^  for  futhfulnuw  and 
oonstuicyT  where  the  trial  of  love,  if  ever  couplt^d  with, 
reward  ?  Where  its  etrength,  ita  durability,  if  the  iiniC 
monWDt  the  object  of  its  aspiring  apptar  to  forsake,  to 
darken  HU  conntenance  towards  them,  it  takes  wing  to  nine 
more  rewarding  God  ?  Would  we  love  a  mortal  thus  ?  And 
sb«U  wo  do  Itss  for  God,  whose  love  we  know  to  be  so  unending, 
so  infinite,  so  exhaustlcss,  and  who  never  in  realitjr  withdraws 
it,  though  to  tr>'  us  He  permits  the  human  in&rmitiesof  frams 
to  produce  the  darkness  under  «hich  we  pine  ? 

Would  we,  in  truth,  follow  the  example  of  our  ancestott^ 
and  d^Tote  ourselves  to  our  Qod,  we  muat  endure  this  me>;kly 
and  trualiugly,  as  we  would  any  more  tangible  evil,  or  more 
viflible  afilictiiin.     And  even  wheu  tliis  is    removed,  through 
His  loving  mercy,  uid  agaio  our  souls   sjiring  up  rejoiciufb. 
though  more  chiu^tened,  let  uh  ftili  "remember  the  days  ml 
darkncn,  fer  tlwy  ithAll  be  many."    IWligion  in  no  way  aavea^ 
u«  from  oiDictions,  hut  it  supporU  us  under  them.     It  gives 
as  wbat  nothing  cImi  cad  give,  the  uuvarying  comfort  of  ft 
Father's  Ioto,  and  an  unfailmg  hope  in  heaven. 

As  in  former  ages  a  young  woman  could  not  dcTot«  faetwK 
b^  a  singular  tow  without  the  approval  of  her  father,  although 
with  her  tpiritnal  /Wlings  he  bod   no  power  to  interfere,  n  4 
now  let  every  dau^^hter  of  Israel  abstain  from  evorv  publiaj 
or  presuniptuoua  evidence  of  religions  profession  wliicn  canj 
interfere  with  the  jirejudicea  of  her  parents.     The  Kpirit  of j 
that  be»iitiful  religion  which  waa  granted  to  us,  and  whic 
mil  amiin  hv  oura.  waa  "to  turn  the  heart  of  the  fathers  1 
tbeii  children,  ana  the  hearts  of  the  children  to  their  fathen  C 
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Loeomotaon  ia  nuut's  native  elemeot,  and  lie  oan  mora  oft«a 
Indulge  in  it  without  interfcriujc  with  home  datiea  thaa 
woman.  It  was  right  aad  ju«t,  that  be  who  so  fienaeotlj 
travelled  for  ]>le»un>  should  do  ao  three  tiiiM  a  year  la  ob»- 
dienoe  to  the  will  of  God.  Bat  many  omsm,  iu  her  own 
l^yiical  iDability  or  maternal  aniicty,  in  tl>e  iUnees  of  mom 
HMmtwr  of  her  family,  ought  occur  to  pievcnt  woman,  aad 
tfaereibre  the  taw  was  not  made  binding  upon  her,  ita  it  wu 
on  man. 

That  this  distinct  mention  of  "  aU  thy  males  "  io  no  w^ 
d^rsded  her,  however,  is  clearly  proved  by  the  ample  fact 
of  ner  being  required,  nhen  it  was  possible,  and  in  all  her 
portions  in  life,  to  rejoice  before  the  Lord  in  His  appointed 
(mtivab,  to  liat^a  to  the  reading  of  His  law  at  the  Feast  of 
Tabenadea,  to  ntt^ad  to  the  oSerings  instituted  expnady  for 
her,  to  abstain  from  all  wiekednese  and  idolatry,  and  to  oone 
onto  the  Lord  in  every  event,  Ihonght,  act.  desire,  publio  or 
nrivatc,  of  bet  life.  "  Ye  Ktand  this  day  all  of  you  before  the 
Lord  your  God,"  Moaee  exclaims  in  the  twenty-ninth  ehuyter 
of  Deuteronomy ;  "  your  captains  of  yonr  tribes,  your  ekun, 
and  your  oiEoen,  with  all  the  men  of  Israel,  your  little  onea, 
your  VIVE9,  and  the  stranger  that  is  in  tliy  camp,  from  the 
hewer  of  wood  to  the  dmwur  of  wat«r,  that  thoo  riiouldn 
enter  into  covenant  with  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  into  His  oath, 
tliat  He  may  establish  thco  to-<lay  for  a  people  unto  Himset( 
and  that  He  may  bo  unto  thco  a  God,  as  He  bath  said  onto 
thee,  and  as  He  hath  sworn  unto  thy  iatbors,  to  Abvaham,  to 
Imao,  aiul  to  Jacob.  Neither  with  you  only  do  I  make  thii 
oovenaot  and  thiti  oath,  but  with  him  that  stAndetli  here  with 
w  this  day  befoTc  the  Lord  our  G<id,  and  also  with  jum  vJu 
ianothenvith  us  this  day,  le.it  tbcrc  should  be  among  you 
any  in<7n,  woman,  family,  or  tribe,  whose  heart  tnmetb  away 
tliiA  dny  to  go  and  serve  the  guds  of  these  nations." 

Ill  thene  ft'Vf  verses,  and  yet  more  powerfully  in  tJie  whole 
clinjttcr,  to  wliich  wo  entreat  our  readers  to  turn,  we  have  all 
which,  as  women  of  Urael,  we  need  to  seal  the  seriptoral 
tnith  and  bnsis  of  the  positioa  which  we  have  adopted  and 
■et  forth.  Every  obis^  grade,  and  condition  of  women,  as  of 
Diun,  must  have  been  present  when  Moaea  spoke  tbeae  emphatio 
words — ftll  included  m  the  terms,  "  little  ones  and  wirss." 
And  they  )ie»rd,  that  Moses  addres»Hl  not  only  tJiam,  bat 
their  detcmJanU,   lest  any  man,  wti)tA»,   family,  or  tribe^ 
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should,  by  UivJT  Idolfttty,  or  other  transgrefision,  burl  iavta  on 
th«  wtiule  nation  tbe  awful  vurscs  which  he  proceeds  to  enu- 
iD«nto.  Would  he,  need  he,  have  been  thns  particular,  were 
tbe  women  of  Ismol  dvstinod  to  be  but  siM-es  to  man,  nonen- 
tities before  God  1  Alas  I  whatever  the  &lae]y  accusing  Geu- 
tile,  or  mistaken  Hebrew,  may  assert,  we  nave  but  fearful 
eridencc  in  the  monarch  of  Israel  of  the  inflnence  of  woman, 
manifestinK  too  terribly  the  prophet's  prescience  in  iDcliiding  ' 
her,  aa  le»mn^  her&elf  and  man  to  sin,  and  so  hastening  thft 
gnat  and  t«rnble  wrath  of  the  Lord. 

We  have  now    drawn  to    tlie    concloaioD  of  cox  Beooodi 
Period,  the  women    of  Israel's  most   momentoui  en ;    tbe 
detire^  and  establishment  of  that  law,  which,  in  the  very 
midct  of  rcYolutions,  chanftea,  new  creeds,  and  their  awful 
Mneoations — in  the  vety  mic^t  of  denial,  abase,  and  heavy 
aat^mesa — yet  remains  the  hope,  the  guide,  the  protection,  the 
(Ivfunce,  tlie  elevation  of  woman,  whatever  her  statinn,  what- 
ever her  oounttT,  aye,  an<l  wliatovcr  her  creed  may  be — more 
especiallj  the  ble««v>l  inhrritance  of  the  females  of  that  people 
on  whom  our  Qod  Himm^lf  bestowed  it,  and  one,  theieforSj 
which  should  be  their  gtory,  their  privilege,  their  ddight,  to 
raDder  so  exalted,  by  their  inilividnal  and  national  ciindoet,. 
in  the  sicht  of  a  Gentile  world,  that  none  date  fling  odium  tatA 
tbe  feiDue  Jewish  name,  or  seek  to  beathenise  and  degndaf 
tfaem. 

We  have  sought  to  bring  together  erety  law  relative  to 
woman ;  bat  the  subject  is  so  momentous,  the  tieM  so  wide, 
we  oao  eoaroe  hope  we  have  accomplished  it  as  fully  as  we 
oonid  wish.  We  oan  only  hope  ana  pray,  that  a  perusal  of 
theee  pagee  may  lead  our  sisteni  in  Isnel  to  seek  their  /i>u»' 
iatim  yet  more  earnestly  than  the  frail  tuprntructtm,  and 
find  for  thenselTee,  in  their  Hibleit,  all  that  we  may  hav( 
omitted,  or  failed  to  trvut  as  largely  as  we  might.  The  more 
our  beautiful  law  ie  studied,  the  iiiore  niunt  we  feel,  that,  as 
women,  we  are  especially  objcctic  of  the  Eternal's  loving  pro- 1 
tection  and  care ;  that  we  arc  privileged  ia  every  fccUng  as>| 
well  as  every  act  to  oome  to  Ilini.  alike  in  thankt^giving  and 
prayer ;  that  we  have  no  need  whaterct,  in  obtaining  our 
etenial  welfare,  for  the  aid  and  interference  of  man.  I'he 
more  we  study,  the  more  wo  must  feel  that  we  have,  as  women 
of  I&ael,  a  station  to  uphold  alike  before  Ood  and  man  )  that 
as  the  luBt,  the  only  people  to  whom  God  Himself  deigned 
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tn  ^vide  K  Ittn.  we  slimiM  be  the  Terr  first  in  holinoi^ 
jinnty,  gpiritu&lit)-,  luiii  ilivine  luru,  nmid  tliv  n^ioos.  We 
-may  be  captives,  we  may  bcnirliilo  udiIct  the  EtcmarM  wrath, 
^but  that  truth  in  do  wtty  Iciw^ns  our  ratpooaibility,  or  dimi- 
Dislies  the  nece^ity  for  our  firmly  npbuMing  our  bearenly 
horitage  and  cnidiog  law.  Wo  mny  he  captives,  but,  and  0  I 
'^let  the  blessed  truth  be  rem«mberetf  and  clapped  to  our  hearte, 
we  are  hot  oast  on.  Our  cha£tiaem«Dt  is  not  the  tip*  of 
dii-iue  wrath  aloue,  but  of  that  dbkp  lots  which  puotaheth 
to  Mve,  to  amend,  to  bring  back  to  the  blessed  patha  which 
!  have  deeerted,  not  to  annikiUte,  as  ia  the  case  of  so  ouiif 
Jwr  nations.  Our  very  cxisUiuce  throuf^  so  many  OSO' 
iries  of  dsrlcDCSS  would  alone  prove  this,  even  Had  we  not 
I  whole  wnrd  of  God  to  assert  tliat  so  it  would  be.  Eveiy 
phct  Abounds  in  the  dinne  entreaty,  so  fraught  with  for- 
Tiag  love,  "  0  Israel,  return  unto  ^e  Lord  thy  GihI  ;  why 
hset  thou  fallen  by  tfaiiie  iniquity  V  And  shall  we,  as  wonea, 
jeot  these  sracioiis  prolTcnt !  Oil,  let  us  indeed  erer  cxinie 
nto  tlw  Lord  our  Ood.  aud  mii)<e  nituiffevt  to  the  Gcntitw, 
<  ounwivps,  how  deeply,  how  earnestly  we  (mI,  tliat  alike  our 
atcction,  innoccDco,  Donour,  purity,  elevation,  all  tJtat  can 
kke  life  dear  and  holy,  all  that  is  provided  to  lighten  our 
Jiporal  toil,  with  eternal  hope  to  strengthen  our  weitknM^ 
'  guide  out  daily  path,  and  dIcss  our  daily  work,  is  of  tbe 
Lord,  not  man.  Thftt  every  pore  throb  of  love,  evejy  amet 
,tie  of  life,  every  aspiring  prayer  and  grateful  thanl(Bf[iTiii£ 
aea  Irom  and  is  hallovea  by  Him,  «ho,  in  His  deep  ion. 
ered  into  the  heart  and  home  of  woman,  and  so  feuoM 
,  .hem  round  with  just  and  beantifiil  laws,  that  it  was  impoMAk 
to  p«ifona  a  single  duty,  ttocial  or  doniestio,  parental,  filial, 
eonjuga),  or  ftmternal,  without  being  holy  unto  the  Iford  T 
Can  we  think  on  this  important  and  most  hlessed  truth  witli- 
otit  lining  up  our  yeonung  hearts  in  tlie  ferrcnt  pntycr  for 
that  guidance,  that  blessing,  which  wiU  enable  us  to  remember 
our  aoleroo  nspoDsibility.  our  heavenly  heritage  ;  and,  ia  tlks 
midst  of  captivity,  and  its  Tarie<l  ordcnis  of  adversi^,  ata^ 
nation,  and  prosperity,  that  we  may  still  join  heart  tA  heart 
and  hand  to  hand  in  tlie  persevering  effort  to  make  manlbrt 
to  our  Qod,  that  wo  would  indeed  be  once  more  His  own,  aad 
to  tbe  nations,  that,  cost  off  for  a  "  little  moment "  as  we  ate^ 
vb  abx  still,  and  odail  bvbu  as,  the  cuoass  fbdpui  of  du 
Lobol 
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MIRIAM. 

BjLTixa  now  coDHidcrcd  tho  law  of  God  under  all  its  various 
beuir^  relative  to  woiqad,  it  only  rcmaitis  to  prove,  from  the 
female  characters  of  Scripture,  in  what  manner  that  law  waa 
ol^yed ;  and  whether  it  be  pomible  to  discover  any  trace  of  eta- 
tntM,  which,  in  direct  cotitradistinction  to  the  changeless  lawof 
Ui<:  Eternal,  t«Dd  to  degride,  inatmd  of  to  elevate,  the  female 
dinraeler ;  or  whether  we  cannot  bring  forward  some  eufficiently 
convincing  arguments  in  favour  of  our  deeply  studied  theory, 
that  tlie  law  of  the  Eteroal  is  explained,  hy  its  practical  illiu- 
tlfttioD.  through  the  whole  historr  of  the  Bible. 

1V>  the  onliat,  or  non'Oraliat,  tnis  consideration  ought  to  be 
of  mual  neiuht.  Kee|>ing  aloof  eiitiri-ly  from  the  oiicutnoo 
-whiui  has  of  late  too  i>ainful]v  a{[itated  the  whole  Jewish  nation, 
-ve  would  TCt  present  to  botu  parti«ti  the  sim]>lc  faot^  that  the 
snpput^d  ai^radatii>n  of  the  women  of  Israel  can  bavo  oo  exis- 
tence wliatcvor  in  the  Oral  Law,  or  we  most  find  wme  trace  of 
this  abasement  m  tliia  and  tho  Kucceedin,'  pcriodo  of  our  history. 
If  both  were  given  at  the  same  time,  the  women  of  Israel  whom 
we  are  about  to  brine  forward,  must  bavc  lived  under  thejuria- 
^^  diction  of  both ;  ana  a*  their  lives,  feelinra,  and  actions,  are 
^^L  All  in  exact  aco:irdaDce  with  the  spirit  and  the  form  of  the 
^K  written  law,  it  is  clearly  evident,  tnat  the  modem  accusation 
f  igainst  na  can  bare  no  fotindatioo  whatever  in  the  Oral  Law, 
I  or  we  muKt  have  discovered  it  in  the  female  charactcra  of 

I         fierivtoie.    Nor  will  the  groundless  assertion  of  our  individual 
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inferiority  and  sociitl  nboM-mGRt  find  ooiiRrntittioD  in  the 
writiiie:;  of  otir  ancient  fittlicn,  whose  bonutiful  mrablos  and 
talcs  (ul  tend  to  illustrate  alike  tlio  Kpirit  of  oar  Uw,  and  the 
axiom  of  our  iriso  man,  "  Who  con  fiud  a  rirtuoos  womaD,  for 
her  price  is  far  above  rubies  V 

W«  vtill  proceed,  then,  vithout  further  inlroduction,  to  our 
history,  convinced  tliat  were  the  word  of  the  Eteni&I  more 
deeply  studied,  the  love  and  peace  it  breathes  must  infuse 
themselves  unconsciously  in  evtry  human  heart,  and  strife  and 
discord  melt  anay  before  the  inspired  transcript  of  the  lore 
and  raercy  of  our  God, 

The  cJiAracter  of  Miriam  ia  one  of  the  most  peri^ect  delinc*- 
tioHH  of  noninii  in  her  mixed  nature  of  good  and  evil  which  the 
Bible  givcH.  Her  fimt  introduction  we  have  already  Botioed— 
A  young  f;irl,  wtttcliinK,  at  the  command  of  her  mother,  the 
fiitft  of  the  ark  whioh  hdd  her  baby  brolbt-r,  and  boldly  ad- 
dri'A'iinK  tlii;  [jfinceRs  (-f  Kgyi)t  in  the  child's  Ix'half. 

Uvt  next  nu'ntion  i^  lu-r  oiiaring  the  holy  triumph  of  that 
brother,  and  rtyi|niniliiiii,  with  apparently  bcr  whole  heaitjto 
the  sonK  of  praiw  burMing  forth  from  tbu  oMemblcd  IsnuAtUa 
on  the  EhorcA  of  the  Red  8ca.  "  And  Miriam  tbe  propheten, 
tliG  sister  of  Aaron,  took  a  tjmbrcl  in  her  band,  and  all  the 
women  went  out  aAer  her,  with  timbrels,  and  with  daoMb 
And  Miriam  answered  them,  Sins,  sing  yc  to  the  Lord,  for  He 
hath  triumphed  gloriously,  the  Tiorse  and  his  rider  hath  He 
thrown  into  the  swi." 

The  Ht'brcw  word,  "tt^li^.hereused.and  translated  propbetcflL 
meanii  aUo  a  poeUtt,  and  the  wife  of  a  prophet,  ana  is  appliea 
somctime.1  to  a  singer  of  hymns.  In  this  latter  meaning,  and 
perhaps  also  as  a  poetess,  it  must  be  applied  to  Miriam,  u  alie 
was  neither  the  wife  of  a  pKmbet,  nor,  aa  in  the  caee  of 
Deborah,  and  afterwards  Hulaah,  endowed  by  the  Eternal 
with  the  power  of  jirophec^  itself.  She  appears  to  Itare 
been  one  of  those  gifted  beings^  from  whom  the  word*  ef 
sacred  song  flow  spontaneouAly.  The  miraclea  performed  fat 
their  very  Right  were  sutTicii-nt  to  excite  enthuaiaian  in  b 
wnman's  heart,  and  awaken  the  bunt  of  thauk^ving ;  and 
Miriam  might  have  &incied  henelf  at  that  moment  aa  imIohs 
and  earnest  in  the  eauw  of  God  ns  she  appeared  to  be.  But 
for tmu  piety,  something  mere  i«  wanted  t)t.t[i  tbu  mere  catha- 
liasm  of  the  moment,  or  the  high-sounding  rcli^pim  of  flowing 
vene.     By  Miriam  not  being  permitted  to  enter  the  promiseo 
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Iftod,  it  a  evident  tli&t  she  "  bad  not  followed  tlie  Lord  fuUjr," 
but  had  probably  Joined  in  tlie  rebellioiu  and  tnurmuriiigB 
wliich  ctutnetCTUM  almost  tlm  whole  body  of  the  hraelitea 
during  their  wanderings  io  the  wilderoeaa.  Tbe  very  next 
meutiOQ  of  ber  after  her  eont;  of  pmiae,  la  her  )>ri3!<umpt.Ti<mB 
attack  Qpon  Moees,  aod  daring  idsqU  to  the  poirer  of  the 
liOid,  contained  in  the  twelfth  chapter  of  Nnntbera.  Some 
chronologiata  believe  tl.Lj  incident  occurred  only  one  year  after 
tbe  passage  of  the  Bed  Sea,  a  period  not  snlSciently  long  for 
eiroomatancea  to  have  changed  the  character  of  Minam  80 
oompletely.  bad  not  jealousy  and  presumption  been  secretly 
inmates  of  ber  heart  before ;  unltnown,  perhara,  even  to 
beiself;  for  bow  few  of  us  know  our  "Hecret  sins, '  notil  they 
an  roused  into  action,  by  some  unlooked-for  temptation  in  an 
nnnurded  moment,  and  we  are  atartled  at  oureclvea. 

The  fealin|{a  of  Miriam,  recorded  in  this  chapter,  are  bo 
pet^Ktly  accordant  with  woman's  nature,  that  surely  no 
woman  of  Israel  will  turn  from  it.  believinf;  the  lentjth  of  tims 
vhich  has  eUpeed  renioveaall  the  warning  which  it  should 
inonlcalA.     One  of  the  most  nromineut  of  female  failings  is 

,  •eeret  jealousy,  quite  distinct,  noweTer,  from  the  feaifol  passion 
•e  called.  We  allude  simply  to  tJiat  epeci«»  of  secret  and  un- 
eonfeaKd  jealousy,  wbiofa  is  tbe  real  oii^  of  Jetraetion.  so 
often,  nnuppily,  practised  by  woman  upon  woman.  We  are 
Bot  now  wntu)^  of  any  class,  or  creed,  or  people,  in  particular, 

I  but  of  women  in  generoL  There  never  yet  wna  gonip,  witboat 
•onus  species  of  ^traction  spoken  or  iutnlii^d  :  and  never  yet 
llH  detcaotion  been  nrobed  candidly  taia  fnirly  (disregarding 
tba  pain  of  so  doing)  to  its  root,  without  being  traced  to  eitber 
jealouqr  or  envy  of  some  quality,  or  poaaesuon,  of  the  moie 
BiTonrcd  betns  so  unkindly  judg«(I. 

Women,  ana  single  women  more  especiattj,  an  more  liable 
to  petty  fiulinga  than  men,  nmply  beo&uie  tbey  bave  lees  to 
engiosB  their  mtods,  and  less  of  conseqaence  to  employ  their 
banda.  Unlets  tanght  flrom  esrliMt  y«aia  to  find  and  take 
ideanre  is  reeonroes  mtiin,  they  must  took  tinlkotit,  and  busy 

'  uemselvw  with  the  charaoten,  and  conduct,  and  concerns  ^ 
tiieir  neighboon.  Now  acknowledged  merit  to  such  tibax' 
actets  gives  very  little  lood  for  «o^  chat;  it  wants  «*pnX 
and  so  thtj  an  never  content,  till  Mmetbiug  doubtful  or  En»- 
picious  is  oiseoveTcd,  or  mippowd  to  be,  aud  Uit'-n  the  lovers 
of  gossip  may  be  foun<l  in  full  conclave,  marvelling,  and  won- 
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dftriiiE.  snd  tiimin;;,  and  twialing,  and  blaming,  and  pilyinKi 
til)  tlie  vety  object  of  such  animadTCfaon  mi{;ht  iind  it 
difticult  til  trvce  of  whom  they  speak,  and  know  iiifintti-lp 
Imb  1^  iter  owa  coocenu^  intentions,  and  feelings,  than  her 
teportcn. 

As  Miriam  noted,  so  would  moat  rnxncn,  uaetili^-liteiied  hy 
that  pure  Kpirit  of  retisioaa  lore,  which  alone  can  coiHtuor  the 
natnnl  inclination  towards  detraction,  and  subdue  aecrvt 
joalouKy,  by  making  us  aware  of  it«  exiHtence.  "And  Miriam 
and  Aaron  apake  a^ain»t  Mosee«  beeauu  of  ike  IStAiepiaa 
wemtm  toAom  it  had  marrirJ."  The  very  thing  to  aioum 
j«alogs7  and  lUsturbance  in  on  unenlij;htcned  woman'a  mind. 

Miriam  had  nercr  been  thrown  in  contact  with  lior  aiitrr* 
in-law  till  within  the  la»t  few  months ;  Mo«ts  haring  vnt  hi 
wife  fur  safety,  with  his  two  sons,  to  her  ftther  Jethro,  dnzini 
the  troubles  in  E>;ypt  and  their  subtequeat  redemption.  Fkani 
the  eileiicc  with  rtgitnl  to  Zipnorah,  we  are  led  to  infer  that 
shu  was  a  woman  of  meek  aiiu  retiring  habits,  but  of  conrsor 
■8  the  wife  of  their  ^reat  leader  Moses,  bi'ld  in  higher  ropnlo 
by  the  people  than  hu  nrter.  And  this,  trifling  as  it  seems, 
is  now,  as  it  always  baa  been,  a  trial  to  some  of  oar  sex.  Pew- 
single  women  then  aro  who  can  look  upon  the  elevation  of  » 
brother's  wife  wtthunt  some  secret  foslinm  of  pain,  which  wtU 
be  subdued  ami  chiinged  into  warmest  affection  or  gain  asoen* 
dancy  and  violence,  finding  vent  in  petty  malice  or  half- 
concealed  detraction,  according  as  rvligion,  and  candour^  and 
self- knowledge  are,  or  arc  not,  predominant  in  the  sister's 
character.  Perhaps  it  is  hard,  in  some  cases,  to  see  on» 
younger  and  fairer,  and  only  known  but  a  few  years  or  monti 
as  the  case  may  bt^,  usurp  entire  possesion  of  a  beli 
biollier'a  heart ;  wherein  we.  who  have  been  iiis  hand-in-I: 
companion  from  eorUeat  infancy,  must  now  be  content  wi' 
but  a  very  secondary  pUce ;  but  such  is  one  of  the  sub^, 
trials  peculiariv  woman  s — permitted,  that  from  her  very  lone-" 
linees  below,  she  may  look  above  for  that  fulness  of  hive  and 
tenderness  for  which  she  yearns.  And  thrice  happy  is  that 
woman  who,  conscious  of  this,  can  yet  be  content  with,  and 
▼alue  aa  before,  the  love  her  brother  has  stiU  to  spare  fiw  her 
who  will  so  subdue  natural  feeling  as  to  find  in  very  truth  i 
friend  and  nster  in  a  brother's  wife,  and  subjects  «  deepest 
interest  in  b«  children. 

Miriam,  aa  we  may  infer  from  lier  punishment,  ws8  not 
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of  these.  That  u  Ethiopinn  should  be  ruaed  abore  herself, 
who  ««8  a  daaght«T  of  I*nu;l.  wm  to  one  of  her  eridentljr 
proad  spirit,  unendurable.  Unnble,  however,  to  discover 
ought  io  ^iqkorali  herself  fur  a  publiclj-aTowed  scom,  «h« 
•ought  to  leaaen  the  holinesa  and  greatneaa  of  her  brother,  by 
daring  to  declare  that  the  Lord  had  suoken  through  her  and 
Awon  also.  That  thia  jeolouHj  arose  oecauae  of  the  "  Rthio- 
plaD  woman  whom  he  had  married,"  Holy  Writ  itaelf  informn 
US,  and  from  Miriam'a  name  being  mentioned  before  that  of 
Aaron,  and  yet  n>ore,  from  the  wratli  of  the  Lonl  being  mnni' 
fetrted  tonanU  her  alone,  it  is  evident  that  hers  wait  th* 
neater  sin.  Her  individual  awumption  of  prophetic  power, 
tbe  kocw,  would  avail  her  nothing ;  but,  utjitiiig  Aarou  in 
the  declaration,  she  sought  to  make  it  apiwar,  that  Gml  tmd 
breathed  His  spirit  into  every  member  of  Aniram's  family. 
She  had  too  mnch  policy  to  cndcavnur  tn  dvpriw  M<j»es  of  all 
his  granted  and  allowed  privtlct^es.  Her  only  wish  was,  to 
decrease  the  value  and  spirituality  of  those  privileges  to  him 
individually,  and  elevate  herself  and  Aaron  on  his  descent ; 
emboldeaea  so  to  do  by  the  excessive  meekneis  and  f-jrbeaN 
ance  of  Moses,  which  she  knew  would  shield  her  from  sU 
Atiniaff  reproof.  She  might,  perhaps,  have  so  dwelt  upon  her 
own  imaginary  imjiortance,  as  really  to  believe  what  she 
aaaerted,  and  so  feel  more  and  more  galled  at  the  little  account 
in  which  At  wu  held. 

It  vt  <iuite  poft<iblc  for  woman  so  to  feel  and  «i>  to  act,  and 
for  all  to  proceed  from  the  petty  feelings  of  jcalrtusy  and 
nuKcc^  fintt  excited  by  tlie  higher  grade  and  more  oonsidersd 
position  of  a  brother  s  wife.  "  Hath  the  Lon]  indeed  spoken 
only  by  Moses 7  hath  he  not  spi^ken  also  by  us/"  were  the 
words  they  said;  br'jf,  and  perchance  of  little  weight  con- 
sidered by  themselvei,  but  in  a  people  ever  ready  to  revolt 
ud  murmur,  morj  than  likely  to  kindle  sedition  and  di»> 
tarbuKc.  "  .^od  the  Lord  heard  it>  and  the  Lord  spake  md- 
denly  unto  iSiaee,  and  unto  Aaron,  and  unto  Miriam,  Come 
out  ye  three  uab/  the  cahemncle  of  the  congregation  :  and 
they  three  came  out,  and  ihu  Lord  came  down  in  the  pillar  of 
the  cloud,  and  etfiod  in  the  door  of  the  tabernacle,  and  called 
Aaron  aui]  Miriam  ;  and  they  both  came  forth." 

Where  now  oculd  have  been  the  presumptuous  self-import- 
ance of  Miriam,  exiled  thus  by  Him  at  whose  wonl  miiiM  be 
HtDihiJatiun  ?  With  what  fearful  terror  must  she  have  livard 
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that  eQmnK)Ti)<.  u<l  li8t«Ded  to  the  Kpruving  vords  of 
Eternal  i  exalting  Moaus  aImvo  evco  ITm  iri<pin-d  proph«tai 
for  to  them  lis  ilcclarcd  He  vuuld  make  Uunovlf  known  in  a 
vihinn,  and  speak  unto  tlit-m  in  a  dreun,  "  bnt  niy  servanl 
Mn'<fi  13  not  so,  vrlio  is  buthful  in  all  mioe  house.  With  Uim 
will  1  speak  montli  to  moatli,  ereo  apparently,  and  not  in 
dark  M)«echefl  ;  and  the  similitudeofthe  Lord  shall  be  heboid] 
nhereiore  then  vere  ye  not  afraid  to  speak  aguost  mv  aer._ 
Uoaeat  And  the  an(;er  of  the  Lord  vaa  kindlea  igais 
then  ;  and  He  departed.  And  the  cloud  departed  from  i 
the  tabernacle ;  and,  behold,  Miriam  vraa  Icjtrous,  as  now ; 
and  Aaron  looked  upon  Miriam,  and,  behold,  she  was  leptuufc" 
It  >»  fnim  this  awful  chaatiaeinent,  inflicted  by  the  Lord 
IliniM'ir,  thitt  we  lutist  judf;e  of  tlie  hei»ousn«n  of  ber  sin ; 
that  pn.-siiinpti(>n  and  aiTOjganoy  are  no  anutU  enmnt  in  Wa 
eight,  and  tiukt  Uud  Hinuelr  «a«  tojuttcd  in  the  iniult  oSered 
to  His  c!ni(*n  Kvrviknt.  "  My  Bcn'ant  Mo*cs,"  He  ever  desiir- 
natcs  him ;  implying  ihv  scveriMt  reproof  in  thwso  simplfl 
wiirtls.  Even  were  tllcy  i-inlciireil  with  prophetic  power,  Um 
telle  thi.-m  tlioy  would  lie  lets  than  Mecca ;  for  to  ^fo«cs  aluDB 
would  He  doi^  to  speak  mouth  to  mouth.  Had  Miriam's  sin 
been  but  the  unpuUe  of  the  moment,  thu  reproof  would  hare 
been  sutScient,  as  ve  see  in  other  coses  in  Scripture;  but, 
effectually  to  root  out  the  sinful  presumption  wluch  probably 
had  bun  dormant  for  montlis,  the  Eternal,  in  His  perfect 
jiutioe,  inflicted  snch  fKastisement  as  would  cause  her  to  be 
•hunned  and  loathed  bv  the  very  people  whom  she  bad  aau||ht 
to  impre.<i  with  her  inaividual  importance.  Human  reptoo^ 
iiidL'i:<X  she  had  not ;  for  Moses,  "  meek  above  all  the  men 
which  were  ou  the  face  of  the  earth,"  bad  not  even  answered 
the  dctractiuK  words,  conflcions  llint  his  power  wait  not  bif 
own,  and  that  He  who  gtive  tt,  would,  il'  needed,  H|)|>ear  in  bit 
defence.  Had  Miriam's  heart  beeu  {wrfuut  towards  God* 
Dcither  her  wn  nor  ber  punishment  would  luive  taken  pUoe. 
Fride  and  pKeumption  cannot  exist  with  true  juety  ;  and  we 
arv  therefore  ju«tUied  in  suppoaing,  that  the  awful  inflictioD 
was  not  only  a  oluwtisomeat  for  preecnt  sin,  but  to  awaken 
be:  to  all  the  nugleotfiilutts  and  presumption  dividiog  bar 
from  the  Lord  in  yean  long  past.  Bho  was  now  not  only  to 
feel  His  ktupeodous  power,  but  the  true  forgiving  meeloMH 
and  piety  of  the  brotnez  she  hikd  scorned  and  spoken  i^aiut, 
only  "  leouuiic  of  hia  Ethiopian  wife." 
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Stunntkl  and  sppalled  with  the  sud^IeDneni  of  the  infliction, 
and  dumb  perhaps  m>ia  awakening  etiame,  Miriam  herarif  Htooa 
silent  before  Moses ;  and  Aaron  tiierefore  a)>[M.-ali!i)  Tor  her. 

"Alas,  my  lord,  I  beseedi  tiiee,  lay  not  thesiD  upoa  xa, 
vhereiu  we  have  done  foolinlily,  and  wherein  we  h*T«  Binned. 
Let  her  not  be  as  one  dead,  of  whom  the  fledt  is  hidf  con 
Bnmed  aa  in  the  moment  of  niii  birth."    And  Mo«cs,  without 

C-aae,  withont  one  word  of  rvproof,  or  jiut  indignation  at 
ing  thus  anpealud  to  bj-  the  very  persons  who  bad  iK>uefat  to 
injure  him,  Itlled  np  his  voice  in  earnest  pntyor  unto  tho  Lurd. 
wyiiyf.  "  Heal  Ikt  now,  0  God,  I  beseech  thee,"  And  Goo 
htMrdthe  praj'er,  and  in  Ilis  infinite  goodness  so  answered  it, 
aa  to  temper  jiiEliee  with  mercy,  promiaing  to  witl  iraw  Hia 
hand  after  seven  days,  during  which  time,  in  obedience  to  the 
already  instituted  laws  for  !ei>er»,  she  waa  to  be  shut  out  from 
Ma  camp.  "And  the  people  journeyed  not  till  aho  was 
bealed." 

As  there  i»  no  further  mention  of  Miriam,  except  her  death, 
in  Numb<T>  xx.,  vre  may  infer  tliat  her  ohasti«cment  hod  its 
elTect.  and  that  her  haughty  and  si^ditious  spirit  was  sulE- 
ciently  Hubdiied.  We  loani,  fixmi  her  brief  bistorj-,  much  to 
g\i\At  iia  as  women  in  ffcnernl,  and  much  to  support  our  pon- 
tivu  as  women  of  Israel.  In  the  former,  we  see  io  what  Eight 
prcaamptipu  is  regarded  by  the  Lord — that  would  wo  rtttain 
{lis  farour,  we  must  bo  content  with  our  own  position,  and  in 
DO  way  interfere,  or  seek  to  denreciate  those  whom,  even  in 
our  own  familiee,  it  may  have  pleased  Him  to  set  above  us ; 
that  even  from  sa  sm&lf  a  be^inninK  an  jcalouay  of  a  brother's 
wife,  simply  because  she  wait  the  tlaiigbtcr  of  a  stranger,  sis 
gained  sucn  |)OwerfuI  aHcendimcy,  u»  to  demand  the  most 
awful  punishment  for  its  subjcctioiL  We  learn,  that  according 
to  the  nature  <jf  our  transgrcatioii,  so  will  1>e  its  ohastiaement. 
Miriam  sought  to  raise  herself  not  only  above  her  brother's 
wife,  but  to  an  cqualitv  with  that  brother  himself:  and,  by 
till-  infliction  of  u  loatnsome  disease,  she  sunk  at  once  below 
tliu  luwest  of  her  people.  No  one  dared  approach  her  ;  she 
Was  cut  off  even  from  employment,  from  every  fornicr  object 
^^  of  int«reat,  banished  from  the  camn :  and  she  would  liave  tlius 
^^^mained  ttU  her  death,  had  not  ftlosea  interfered  to  beeooch 
^^Tfend  obtun  forgiveue^ 

V  The  direct  interjiosition  of  the  Lord  in  iiuniahing  ahi,  and 

I        lewarding  rirtue,  u  oo  lonj[er  risible  ;  but  few  wbostudy  His 
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von!,  tbcir  own  IicatU,  and  the  &oe  of  the  world,  both  past  and 
pneeot,  will  not  Acknowledge  that  He  is  Mill  tlw  saioe,  re- 
tributing: ami  rewanlinfcuwIunHifl  vayawctemodcmuiifestta 
all.  By  ihv  vxamplc  of  Scri|>tiire  chanuitcn.  He  reveals  In  ns 
now  thnt  which  is  still  acceptable  or  uaacocptable  to  Hinu  Pn- 
BU[Di>tioii,jvalouHj'.lhesoora  of  iiKliTidunlbtecBings,  in  the  covet- 
ing olliere,  may  no  longer  be  tiiiiii4ied  by  leprots)',  but  "  tbe 
Lord'sarm  is  not  shortened,"  an»  Humay  afflict  us  in  a  rari^ty  of 
ways,  and  throngli  the  very  fcelioss  which  we  so  siafally  eor- 
courago.    Let  os  beware,  then,  ofdctraotion,  of  jealotu^,  of 

En»umptioD  ;  for  our  Pathvr  in  Heaven  abhon  these  thin^ 
ct  as  look  only  for  the  blcffitngs  granted  us  individually,  n 
our  iniv^rd  ami  outward  lot,  and  oomnaring  them  with  the  aor^ 
rowing  nnd  nf)lict«d,  blcM  God  for  what  he  has  givcu  us  ;  not 
insult  Ilim,  bv  looking  with  an  eye  of  envy  only  on  those  to 
whomllis  wisiiom  \iit»  given  more.  ThureisnotaUiougbtyDotft 
fn-liii;.',  iiiikiiowii  to  him  ;  and  0  let  US  SO  guard  our  beartSi 
thai  we  ina^-  l)c  nworeorthu  tir«t  whispering  main, and  bsabh 
it,  oven  if  it  b«  iu  seeming  but  a  thought. 

As  women  of  Israel,  t)K-  hi:<tory  of  Miriam  is  fraught  with 
particular  inten^t,  from  ito  «o  undtininbly  proving  that  woouiq 
must  bo  quite  as  responsible  a  being  ns  man  before  the  Lord, 
or  He  cerlaiuly  would  not  have  deigned  to  appear  Himself  as 
her  judge.  Wore  woman  nnablo  of  henolf  to  eschew  stn, 
Miriam's  punishment  would  have  boon  undoubtedly  tinjust 
Nay,  were  she  not  lesponaiblo  (or/u'liiigt,  ae  veil  as  acts,  God 
would  not  thus  haveatntched  forth  His  avenging  hand.  Hec 
feelings  hod  only  been  formed  into  words,  not  yet  into  actum; 
still  tlie  Lord  punished.  And  would  bo  have  done  so,  did  He 
not  wish  to  make  manifest,  in  tlie  si^'lit  of  the  whole  people 
that  both  so.tes  were  alike  before  Him  '<  Were  woman  in  •  do* 
pradcd  position,  Mirinm,  in  the  first  plncc,  would  not  have 
nod  Bufiwient  power  for  her  ecditiovw  words  to  be  of  any  eon- 
sequence  ;  un<l,  in  the  nest,  it  would  have  been  incumbent  on 
man  to  chnetise — thrrc  needed  no  interference  of  the  Lord. 
Weseetherefoiv  the  very  sinfulness  of  Jewish  women,  as  re- 
corded 10  the  Bible,  \»  undeniable  evidence  of  their  equality, 
alike  in  their  power  to  subdue  sin,  and  in  ito  ic^oosibili^ 
before  God. 

That  the  Eternal  i^ionsly  pardoned  at  the  void  of  Uoae^ 
is  DO  proof  that  Miriam  ntidtd  the  snpplicattoo  of  man  to 
bring  her  cause  before  the  Lord,  but  Bun^y  that  foigiTOOMI 
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tad  intvTOOsion  from  the  infnr«d  (or  the  tufvnr,  are  peca- 
liarly  n<»:c]>tAi>l<-  to  Him,  and  will  uver  bring  r«ply.  Mtriara 
biid  eousl  Mw«r  to  pny  «ncl  be  bmH,  u  Rebekah,  Haunab, 
and  9tbfrr  i«ma]«  ohuMten  of  Sciiptua' ;  but  her  puniatuneiit 
vu  no  doubt  to  be  incretaod  by  toe  pniiifiil  fcclingB  which,  if 
attt  wore  not  quit«  hnrdcnod,  must  liave  been  excited,  by  th« 
mqiCAl  of  Moaes  in  her  favor,  and  in  ncemnK  the  temiHioit  of 
h«r  Matenoe  through  him.  It  at  onco  proclaimed  hit  power 
with  the  Lord,  winch  she  hod  sought  to  depreciate,  ud  his 
Btill  GoDtinupd  afi'vctioti  for  hcrwlf.  That  the  whole  camp  of 
larul  Bhoold  holt  in  its  march  seven  days  for  lier  alone — that 
aho  ahottld  suffer  less  than  were  sho  shut  out  &om  Iter  fellows 
in  the  act  of  travelling — argues  pretty  strongly,  that  her  being 
a  woman  in  no  degree  leagued  her  importance,  or  rendered  the 
men  of  Israel  less  careful  for  her  comfort  Thev  oould  noi 
have  done  more,  had  the  chastised  been  Aaron  in  her  stead. 


PKMALB  WORKElta  OP  THR  TABERKACLB-CUEB'S 
DAUQHTEB. 

Ik  a  history  of  tbe  women  of  Israel,  we  mnst  not  foroot  (how 

who  are  mentjoned  as  aiding  the  holy  work  of  the  tnbcmacle. 

pMclamation  was  made  throughout  the  camp,  that  every  man 

Slid  woman  who  had  a  tcilUng  heart  should  bring  an  oSering 

unto  tlie  Ijord,  eitiiL-r  of  gold,  silver,  or  brass,  blue,  purple,  or 

scarlet,  and  line  linen,  and  goats'  bair,  and  oil,  and  spicen,  and 

■weet  incense,  an<l  onyx  stones,  and  stones  of  all  kinds ;  and 

iltat  ever}'  one  who  was  mtt-hearUd  among  them  should  come 

bpad  make  all  that  the  Lord  hod  commanded,  which  Moses 

raneeeda  to  enumerate  (see  Kxod.  xxxv,  and  xxxvi).    The  con- 

'^Itgation  tlii-n  depart^Kl  to  their  several  tents,  bat  speedily 

came  erety  one  tclma  kmrt  ttirred  kim  vp,  and  every  one 

whom  his  t^rit  medt  wUlimj.    "  And  they  came,  both  men 

•ltd  WOMBS,  as  many  as  were  willing-hearted,  and  brought 

tbnceletB.  and  earrings,  and  rings,  and  tableta  of  gold,"  oc 

"  And  all  tk«  Komen  who  were  vnt^kearUd  did  Rtiin  with  their 

huida,  and  brought  that  which  they  had  spun,  both  of  blnc^ 

and  of  purple,  and  of  8carlet>  and  of  fmr  Inien.    And  all  the 

women  wioM  heart  ttirrtd  tJiem  up  in  tvu(km,  spun  goats' 
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hair.  The  children  of  Isnel  bcooglit  a  wilUng  oB«ring  onto 
ihe  Lord,  erery  man  and  wmbmn,  whow  heart  miulu  ihcm 
willing. "  In  kucIi  quantitiea  were  Uwae  fr«e  ofTennss,  that 
wiotli«r  procIamnUon  wn«  amn  nude  ;  for  "  tlM-y  «pftK«  nntA; 
Moan,  uyiii^  The  people  bring  muci  iBorv  tUan  mowfA  fov 
tlkO  wrrice  oi  the  work,  wliicb  the  Lord  eotniaitmlod  to  make. 
And  HoM«  gave  cumitiandiaeut,  and  tbey  cnuKvd  it  to  Tw 
claimed  tbiwigbDnt  Um  camp,  aayioK  Let  neither  man 
woman  make  lutjr  more  irork  for  toe  oQeting  of  ihv  wiuictuaiy; 
And  the  pec^c  were  restrained  from  bringins." 

We  btve  quoted  nil  these  vetws,  at  the  risk  of  being  thought 
tedious,  on  aceount  of  the  rtty  important  tniths  tlioy  contain. 
In  tjie  first  [Jdoo  w«  see  tlu^  notwithstanding  the  ionuBMir* 
able  rebellions,  seditions,  and  mnnnuriu^  of  the  Israelitn^ 
there  was  still  a  rast  multitoilu,  whuee  hearts  so  stined  titem 
op  for  the  service  of  tlie  Lurd,  as  to  bring  mure  v^nable 
offerings  than  could  all  be  n^d  In  the  text,  hy  the  coustanft 
alliudoD  to  the  icitiiaa  A^urt^  and  to  those  whose  gpaita  mada 
them  willing,  wo  read,  that  only  tltose  gifts  were  aoceptahla 
which  were  uSered  from  the  heart,  No  mere  foimat  profesnoa 
oould  here  avail  The  ipirU  within  was  to  be  tJie  prompter, 
not  the  outward  appearance.  Id  the  third,  the  frequent  mea- 
tJon  of  the  wise-hearted,  or  those  whose  hearts  stirred  thcoi 
up  in  wisdi  m,  we  learn,  from  the  context,  specified  mort 
(spcicially  those  whom  God  Himsdf  had  gifted  for  tlie  worfei 
and  that  idl  those  arts  of  en^^ving,  of  embroidery,  a 
wearing,  of  ctiuning  work,  of  K^inniug,  nay,  every  kiad  of 
male  and  female  work,  came  onKinaliy  as  mnoh  from  Hii 
inepiration,  as  every  otiier  higher  bntuch  iimally  denoninatad 
"nntural  gifH"  "talents,"  or  "geniiis."  Spinning,  waaviof^ 
cn^aving,  and  embroidery,  are  now  so  common,  tliat  wa  haW 
qnitc  forgotten  from  whose  incpiration  they  oHcinally  caoM : 
and  were  we  told  that  thetc  very  nwourcea  of  the  mind  and 
fingers  should  be  .-imoniz^t  the  inniimorablG  dailv  blessings  foe 
which  we  should  thank  God,  wc  might  be  ai^ciiecd  of  entfauaaBm 
and  religious  romance  ;  yet  who  can  read  this  chanter  Ol 
Kxadus,  without  feeliug  the  truth  of  our  position,  and  bidding 
tile  lieoft  glow  with  thanksgiving  for  the  umocent  and  happy 
resonrces  of  daily  life  ? 

In  the  fourth  place,  by  both  proclamationR  being  addreand 
to  WOMAN,  ns  well  as  mnn,  we  have  another  unaoswemblA 
proof  of  their  equality,  not  only  in  the  power  and  frcixlom  to 
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brins  olTcrings,  but  in  thdr  being  equally  gifted  bj  tli«  Eternal 
f«r  Ui«  wi;rk,  Wc  pwiisc  with  ailuiiratiun  tJic  Bt'lf-dcvotioa  of 
tin  vom«D  flf  OutKng^  when  bringing  togctliur  all  their  gold 
■nd  silTsr  omamonbi  to  form  tamn  for  tha  ui-fcnoc  of  their  city, 
oren  catting  oif  their  Iuut  to  make  strisKs  ("t  bona  and  other 
veftpons ;  aod  our  AdciiratioD  is  jast :  but  how  much  more 
strongly  shoiiM  it  Ix^  excited  towaids  the  nomcn  of  Israel  of 
(^d,  who,  fruiii  pure  love  of  God,  and  Eeal  in  llis  lioly  service, 
brought  III]  tlieir  omftments,  bracelets,  earring!!,  tablote,  rin^, 
jewels  of  gold  and  silver,  ercrr  article  of  value  wliich  they 
could  collci't,  and  set  thcmGcfves,  heart  and  hand,  to  spin, 
weaTB,  etnbnnider,  and  uee  all  their  talents  in  His  serrice  by 
nhom  they  had  been  bestowed.  The  women  of  Cartbaee  wen 
loused  ^y  a  sense  of  rapidly  approaching  danger,  by  the  ex- 
citement of  war,  by  that  pure  loye  of  home  and  had  which 
God  haa  implanted  in  every  breast.  The  women  of  Itirael 
weie  under  no  excitement ;  nay,  they  were  wnadering  in  « 
irildeiness  fraught  with  much  to  exhaust  anil  weary  mere 
JUBiaii  nature,  liowevor  the  immortal  npirit  might  be  suAtaiiicd 
bj  the  presence  and  revelation  of  the  Lord.  Their  goal  was 
in  ptnpettivf.  The  voice  of  murmuring,  of  disbelief,  waa 
eoiutaiitly  lounding  around  them.  "  WnerefDrc  i»  it,  that 
thon  hut  brought  xia  up  out  of  Ki^y^t,  to  kill  iia  and  our 
obddiwi  r  vcie  words,  not  once  or  twice,  hut  oonotlsM  times 
npnted,  with  eret^  new  trial  of  their  faith.  And  what  w  so 
infectious  in  a  "  mixed  multitude  "  aa  unbelief-Hiye^  fvtn  to 
the  very  face  of  miruclon  prrformc<d  in  their  bohalH  Yet,  it 
the  first  call,  th«re  were  still  rery  many  wise  and  willing* 
hearted  to  come  forward.  The  women  of  Carthage  wen 
actuated  by  the  mere  feelingBofhnmauity.  by j^o^paib danger, 
by  the  clearly  traced  issue  of  their  edorls.  The  women  of 
Israel  workccl  through  FAITH.  Iloping  for  no  earthly  reward, 
seeking  no  worldly  glory,  sacrificing  ornaments  most  priaed 
(for  dress,  as  we  shall  presently  see,  wae  oonndered  rather  too 
touch  than  too  little  by  our  ancestors),  knowing  that  once 
given  they  could  not  be  recalled,  keeping  neither  time  nor 
talent  back,  but  uring  both  perseTeringiy  and  iadt.'^criminatcly, 
■ad  all  simply  and  solely  oat  of  pore  tove  to  God. 

There  ts  something  both  beantifnl  and  consoling  in  this  por- 
tion of  our  history.  It  infornia  m,  that  in  the  very  midst  of 
eomtant  roheiliona  and  constant  Gsllioffa  away,  tliere  irere,  and 
irtU  always  be  found,  many  to  loveandseive  theirGod.    That 
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H«  will  never  lonre  Himself  without  witaMsee  upon  <*rtb  ; 
And  that,  therefore,  however  we  mtiy  mourn  the  Uclk  of  energy 
and  spirituaiity  in  Israel — liowevcr  wo  may  grieve  and  di^on 
the  cases  of  infidelity  or  indillerenco.  or  even  direct  <lepdrtiirea 
from  Hia  most  Holy  Liiw — still  God  is  with  us  to  n-tMn  maaj 
ail  unsuspected  one  in  fidelity  and  leaL  I)e8|iondvncj,  even 
ill  Hia  cause,  is  more  than  wrong ;  it  ia  sinfiil,  for  it  donbte 
Him  who  is  so  strong  to  save ;  whose  word  in  paned,  that 
"  lanv\  xhall  turc^r  cease  to  be  a  nation  before  Him  :"  and  who 
«Yeii,  from  tliti  deepest  darkness,  can  and  will  bring  foitU  ligltb 
It  caustM>  feelings  towards  our  fellows,  huth  of  injustice  and 
pain  ;  and  in  outsclvea  deadens  every  efl~ort  after  holiness  and 
riditeousness,  by  the  supposition,  that  the  struggles  of  ons 
iMividual  must  be  all  in  vain.  Despondency  tn3a  ao  cloaely 
upon  indifferonoe,  tJiat  evtty  effort  should  be  put  in  forco  to 
prevent  its  asoenditncv.  wir  oannot  have  faith  either  in  Qod 
or  man  if  we  ilcupnnii,  and  thus  we  arc  gradually  led  into  tin. 
alike  against  our  Father  in  Hcavon,  our  brother  man,  and  out- 
selves. 

To  na  as  women,  the  particular  mention  of  oar  ftmali 
anee«toiB,  as  bringing  offentu^  and  working  for  the  taberoaoK 
is  ioexprefidbly  consoling.  It  assun^s  us  that,  lowly  as  we  ai^ 
retired  ad  is  our  natural  sphere,  incnpable  as  is  our  weakn 
frame  for  the  exertions  of  man  in  the  Lord's  scrrioe,  that  sCUl 
w«  are  acceptAlle — still  He  will  graciously  look  down  on  oni 
"  willing  huart.t,"  and  the  humble  work  of  our  hand,  and  UeB 
them  with  such  love,  as  will  give  us  peace  even  upon  euth. 
It  tells  ns,  that  from  Mim  conies  eveiy  employment  and  r^ 
source,  aliku  of  mind  an<l  liaud  ;  and  that,  in  oonsoqucnce,  all 
should  be  used  to  His  glory ;  not,  indeed,  tirr  tlio  fcrvioe  of 
the  tabernacle,  for  we  are  n<it  now  so  called  upon  to  work, 
but  in  the  hnppiuc^  which  His  gifts  should  bestow  upon  our* 
aelves  and  our  fellow-creatures.  Had  wc  but  these  two 
ofaapters  in  our  Holy  Law,  we  shouhl  hav«  sulhciont  to  ooa* 
firm  our  spiritual  privileges — that  our  Father  asks  but  n 
willing  spirit,  a  heart  that  is  stirred  within  us  to  do  Hia  ser- 
Tioe,  whatever  it  may  be,  to  rcugn  whatever  Ho  may  call ;  but 
it  HUST  SB «  willing  heart :  mere  lip-wrvice  b  mockery  and 
on.  Let  it  nnt  be  said  that  the  Jewish  religion  is  a  leligion 
of  mere  form,  incumbent  only  on  the  nauB,  and  therwor* 
debarring  woman  from  all  religious  exercises,  aU  access  to  God. 
Kd  thou  who  throw  euch  foul  wrong  on  Israel,  come  hithez  to 
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the  i)uro  nDadultemt«(l  fount  of  the  Liviog  Ood,  sod  then 
say,  if  Uio  reJigtoa  of  tii«  Naiarenc  vere  the  fin*,  snd  ««ijy 
pK«,  to  tcoeh  woman  her  holy  privilcfcaii,  mid  to  pmach  that 
pure  vpiritntil  pcty  of  the  heart,  that  simple  working  tlimugfa 
taith,  which  it  revealed  so  hleatecliy  in  out  Law,  and  oonfinned 
W  ewrj  initpimd  ]>ropbet  of  the  Lonl.  And  thikl  religion  of 
the  heart  is  aunt  »till.    We  need  no  other  to  replace  it. 

The  ime  of  chivalry  is  generally  supposed  to  be  a  powerfnl 
fnof  of  the  respect  and  consideration  with  which  women  wure 
jmidod  amonfjit  the  Gentile  nations  (luring  the  middle  oges. 
^eir  uoRtion  wns  marked ;  their  love,  their  hand — the  greatest 
reward,  the  most  powerful  incentive  for  the  young  worriots  to 
distinguish  thenuelvea.  Marvellous  deedii  were  done,  and 
dangers  dared,  all  for  tlie  Rmiles  of  woman  ;  nay,  evil  pasatona 
Vere  often  snbdned  :  generosity,  magnanimity,  kindnesi^  and 
many  other  virtues,  were  called  into  plav  by  woman's  influenoe, 
vitliMiit  which,  those  aga  would  hare  Seen  dark  indeed.  Her 
individual  position  might  have  been  too  elevated ;  bat  still 
that  elevation  was  far  more  often  used  for  good  than  evil 
Chivalry  did  bring  forth  good  with  regard  to  woman's  influeaca 
on  man,  and  no  one  naiiurctlly  will  deny,  but  that  to  have  been 
teld  up  as  the  rewarder  of  valour,  the  incentive  of  virtue, 
must  hare  made  her  a  subject  of  consideration,  respect,  aud 
love,  vt^ry  difiiExeiit  to  slavery  and  degradation. 

Now,  the  \m  instance  of  chivalry  whicli  history  records,  is 
fonnd  ill  the  Bible,  and  in  the  history  of  thitt  vciv  people  to 
whose  women  Kimilar  pririleges  are  denied.  "Ana  Caleb  said, 
He  that  smitelh  Ki^atbsepher  [aUo  colled  Dcbir],  and  toki^h 
it,  to  him  will  I  give  Aohiah  my  daughter  to  wife.  And 
(Hliniel,  the  son  of  Eenaz,  Caleb's  younger  brother,  took  it : 
*&d  he  gave  him  Achsah  his  daughter  to  wrifc  And  it  came 
to  past,  OS  she  came  unto  him,  she  moved  him  to  ask  of  her 
buier  a  fidd  :  and  eibe  lighted  off  her  sas ;  and  Caleb  said 
nnto  her,  What  wouldst  thou  ?  and  she  said  unto  him.  Give 
me  a  bWuug  :  for  thou  hmt  given  me  a  south  land ;  give  mo 
also  springs  of  water.  And  Caleb  gave  her  also  the  upper 
Epiings  and  the  nether  Bprings."  Wo  find  all  these  veraGS, 
brat  in  Joiihun  zv.  16 — 19,  and  repeated  without  any  vahation 
in  Judges  i.  12 — 15.  Caleb  was  a  prince  of  the  tribe  of  Jadah 
^nmbent  xiii.  <i),  so  high  in  favour  with  the  Lord,  as  to  b» 
joined  with  Joshua  in  being  permitted  to  enter  the  promised 
land,  aud  dc«gnat«d  b>- the  Eternal  as  "My  servant  Caleb, 
vho  hath  followed  mo  fully." 
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Caleb  flccTHH  to  hiLVo  boon,  lik«  Jo«hu»,  &  priniNi  and  wanior 
of  high  rppnl«.  ilmintltM,  tad  faithful  bcfora  God  and  beAm 
nan.  Ilis  dnnghter  fthoush  not  nn  oolf  child,  for  we  read  ia 
1  Chron.  IT.  15,  that  he  hM  also  three  mne)  shared  the  etm- 
aderation  proffcrod  to  hur  father.  Caleb  must  haw  seeo  Uia 
high  respect  aud  admimtiun  in  which  she  waa  held,  or  he 
s«Ter  irould  havo  drcaiiKHl  of  otfcrinf;  )ier  as  the  reward  of 
valonr.  That  which  is  '>f  no  valae,  lightly  wob,  and  lightl. 
held,  and,  when  obtained,  to  aink  merely  into  a  hons^mf 
alaYe,  was  not  at  all  likely  to  excite  young  men  to  the  oiduDi 
tosJc  of  Rmiting  and  taking  a  fortified  city,  defended  as  it 
by  the  Sfius  of  Anak,  whose  immense  stature,  and  extriu>rdi< 
JtMty  proireas,  had  formeriy  caused  them  to  be  eon^dL'ml 
"  giaufet,"  in  whose  fii^hc  the  children  of  Israel  were  bnt  ai 
"gnnhoppeis."  Nor  can  we  regard  this  as  merely  a  M)litArx 
inttanoe  :  it  is  a  proof  of  tlie  general  condition  of  Hebrew 
women  at  that  period  ;  and  also  that  OtUniel  was  not  Achflah^ 
only  admirer. 

"  He  th;it  Huiiteth  and  toketli  it,  to  him  will  [  ^ivc  Aoluah 
my  daughter  to  wife,"  L«  a  general  appeal,  Huiiprwing  her  band 
to  bo  a  sufficient  incentive  to  all  the  yoiing  men  of  tho  tribe; 
and  that  Uis  Lnw,  ngnrcling  the  inheritanoe  of  daoghtec^ 
riionld  not  be  tninxmtiscd,  the  Eternal  blessed  tbo  valiut 
efforts  of  Othniel,  Caleb's  own  nephew,  with  snocess ;  and  tbft 
coveted  maiden  became  his  wife. 

That  it  was  solely  Achsah  herself  who  was  sought  and  wm; 
with  no  idea  of  her  wealth,  is  clearly  proved  by  tho  nim|ij» 
wonbt  "  she  moved  him  [her  hnsbandj  to  ask  of  n«  father,  ft 
6el<l  or  piece  of  land ;"  the  wish  for  possession  came  from  licr. 
not  from  Othniel,  who  was  in  all  probability  ^ly  satisfiw 
with  the  reoomjienfie  he  had  gained :  aud  when  Caleb  bed 
granted  this  request,  as  we  know  by  tfie  words  in  which  she 
afterwards  addnssrs  him,  she  apjiroached  him  herselll  aad 
lighting  c^  her  ass,  »  token  of  the  reajicnt  natural  to  wmI, 
Caleb  nskod  her,  "  What  wilt  thou  ("  and  .ihe  answered  hia, 
"  Give  me  a  blessing :"  meaning,  posKibly,  a  fnrOier  token  of 
bis  love  for  her ;  "  for  thoii  hast  given  me  a  south  tand,  [allu- 
ding to  that  already  eiven  at  Otlinicl's  request,]  give  me  abo 
■pnngs  of  water :  ana  Caleb  gave  her  tho  upper  and  the  nedier 
springs." 

Without  springs,  land,  in  so  hot  a  country  as  Judea,  waa  of 
Httle  value :  and  therefore  is  it  that  Achiiab  crav^  this  booa 
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is  additioa  to  ttut  alrotuly  granted.  The  nffecUonate  ooofi* 
denoe  aabatstioe  between  the  lather  and  daughter  U  beaalifully 
illostnted  in  titU  simple  little  incideut.  Thou^li  Achaah  held 
her  (atlier  in  euch  respect  as  cot  to  prder  her  nciwat  irhil« 
titting  OD  her  ass  before  him,  yet  slie  feared  not  to  make  iitst 
wisbea  Icdowq,  fully  conacioua  that,  were  thej  in  hi«  power.  h« 
woulil  gnnt  ttiem  un hesitatingly  ;  and  hisiostaDt  reply  pruvot 
bon  uitich  reason  ahe  had  for  ner  con&denoe. 

We  ivun  Loo  from  this,  that  woDUtn  must  nndonbtedly  hars 
had  tiie  power  of  possewing  landed  property  in  her  own  rigbb 
and  in  a  de^cree  exclusive  of  h«r  huttbuud;*  cUo  Caleb  vroiila 
have  luiule  over  the  iMnrtion  iutundfd  for  hoi  to  Othniel  on  hia 
narriogc.  in>t«ad  of  watting  for  Aoluah  to  ask,  and  granting 
it  to  box  alon& 

The  bcAiitiftil  law  nf  our  God  was  then  in  fall  fon:«  among 
unry  rank  and  omdition  uf  man  ;  and  surely  ve  can  fiud  no 
true  in  tbo  history  of  Achsah  to  wnlirm  the  false  position  of 
oor  being  degraded.  Does  it  not  rather  elevate  lu  to  a  perfect 
«qtuttty  with  our  brother  td&u,  and  [inive  undeniably  that  the 
luaelitAs  were  the  vary  tint  nation  in  t!i<i  worUl  to  hold  forth 
the  lore  and  hand  of  woman  aa  the  pure  and  holy  tnoentive 
to  diBeds  of  niftnlinpHB  and  valour  ? 
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TRn  promised  land  was  gained  :  deeds  of  extraordinary  valoiir 
and  military  skill  and  pTowe<»  marked  its  coutiucst  and  sub- 
dividoD  i  bat  Qod'a  fti^vess  command  waa  disobeyed  :  and,  in 
oooaeqiience,  the  tribee.  even  after  thev  bad  settled  in  their 
rueneetiTe  territorial,  were  continualfy,  "doing  evil  in  the 
ugDt  of  ttie  Lord,"  and  at  war,  as  a  chastisement,  with  their 
idolatrona  nei(;hhoura.  God  ha<i  ordained  the  e.Yl>^rmination 
of  the  former  inhahttanta  of  Palestine,  because  of  their  fearful 
ttate  of  idolatry,  and  various  abominations.  He  hitd  deferred 
bringing  in  the  seed  of  Abraham  to  their  ajigiointed  land, 

•  And  •xeliuiT«  tita  of  hor  brothom  ;  for  If  Uii<l«d  Inhpriiinoe  wtT*  to 
ba  latn't  onlj,  ibo  mnU  Iibto  L&i  no  oUUn  U  mj  por.ion.  Tb«  aboi* 
wu  writUo  orlsloallj,  onder  tba  imuMMfan  that  Aobiah  *»  CiLleb'*  oolf 
Ahdil :  k  fuillMr  (toilj  of  Uw  geaanioifiM  la  dbramcik*,  proTsa  tiikl 
WMD«t. 
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because  "  the  iitiflgity  of  the  Amorit«s  w«  not  nt  faU," 

might  in  His  wivtlom  luive  extcnniimted  thvio  \>y  tire,  wal«r, 
or  uueuic  ;  but  hv  nppointcd  the  xwonU  of  thv  Israelites  na 
the  instrumonts  of  His  vrrntli,  «iin[>Iy  to  try  their  faith,  aor) 
obsdienoc,  and  bid  tlicm  earn  tUe  rest,  poac«,  qnhtual  tuid 
t«mpoTal  gtory,  which  he  hud  hoIJ  forth  as  the  recompeuc  of 
perfiict  otwdiciice. 

This  fact  is  very  frequently  disregarded  in  a  mete  aaperfidtl 
rending  of  the  bifltory  of  Canaan.  There  are  thoee  eren  tA 
doubt  and  cavil  at  tne  ways  of  their  God,  because  He  oob- 
inanded  His  people  to  obtain  poaaeesioD  of  the  promiMd  lud 
by  the  edfje  of  the  avord  ;  forgetting  that  so  dotoff  mc  rt 
once  a  punishment  for  those  who  had  in3nlt«d  Him  DT  their 
atrfut  iniquitiea  (having;  full  power  to  aubdue  (tio,  and  keep  in 
the  atnuKnt  path,  an  did  the  inbabitante  of  Meaopotamia  even 
without  direct  revelation),  aud  also  to  try  tlie  obedience  of 
His  people.  Di.ieoAe,  fire,  or  flood,  would  have  accomplished 
the  hrat  of  theae  destgnn  equally  vith  the  plan  adopted ;  bat 
not  the  leoond.  Yet  the  former  would  at  once  haw  been  r^ 
cogtiiHvd  OA  the  hand  of  (i<,d  ;  no  otie  questioning  the  ngeiurf 
of  either  the  di-luiro,  the  destmirtion  o)'  Sodom,  or  the  euth- 
quake  and  tiic  pluguf,  punishing  the  rebellion  of  Eotah.  WkjT 
tntu  xhouIJ  not  the  Hword  of  Hlau|[htor  be  triu-ed  to  the  »axo6 
Divine  ordinatioD,  whence  alone  in  fact  it  proceeded  I 

TLg  Israclitctt,  however,  failed  in  their  commanded  obedifiaeti. 
Instead  of  exterminating,  they  entered  into  friendly  let^w 
with  the  encmicti  and  insulter?  of  their  God  ;  and  the  Eternal^ 
in  His  josc  anger,  permitted  them,  in  consequence  to  nmuB 
as  "  thorus,  and  pricks  in  their  side^.  and  their  fal.ie  gods  as  a 
anare  unto  them. '  And  ao  it  was :  "  They  took  their  daughtere 
to  bo  their  wiv»t,  and  g&ve  their  dauj{hteni  to  their  sons,  and 
served  their  god*.  And  the  children  of  Israel  did  evil  in  tbs 
eight  of  God,  and  forgat  the  Lord  their  God,  and  served  Baalim 
and  the  gtovea."  And  litis  fearful  state  of  things  ocxrurred 
rejieatedly  ;  rousing  the  anger  of  the  Lord  each  time  to  ttell 
them  into  the  hands  of  their  enutuiei ;  and  yet  whenever  they 
cried  unto  Him  in  returning  faitli  and  rcpcQlancc,  Ilia  infinite 
mercy  raised  up  deliverers  in  whom  Ho  put  Ili^  spirit,  and 
BaTcd  thi-m. 

Othniel,  the  nephew  and  son-in-!aw  of  Caleb,  Ehud,  and 
Bhamgnr,  had  each  in  his  turn  been  thns  selected  by  the  Ijord ; 
and  during  their  respective  sways  Israel  was  at  rest  and  obe- 
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dtctit.  But  befeWMO  well,  ll)i:y  hud  relApMd  into  iciolntry  And 
nbelUon  ;  And  after  the  ilwihs  of  Khud  And  SliixmgiLr,  wlio 
Appeared  cooteiaporaries,  falling  aiiuw  into  evil,  tho  Eternal 
8L1M  tlK'iii  into  thv  hAnd-«  nf  Jiilun  king  of  HuOT,  who  mightilr 
opprx-SMMl  th<.-ni  twtDly  ytinn,  and  caused  them  Agtua  to  ciy 
niito  tlic  liord. 

Bat  even  in  these  periods  of  onnrohy  and  roboUion,  all  ven 
not  idolatrous.  Thc-re  mitut  still  hare  bv«D  manv  "seven 
thoumidA  who  hod  not  bowod  the  knee  to  Bonl,"  eisa  iranld 
not  tbe  Lord  haro  thus  rcpcatcilly  co[]]pa.ssionAtcd  and  relieved 
them.  Amongst  these  faithful  few,  th«  law  woa  of  coui^  fol- 
lowed, ami  the  people  judged  according  to  the  statutes  given 
through  Moses.  Had  there  bceo  the  verv  least  founiutioa 
for  the  auppoaitioD  of  the  dcgra>)ing  and  heatbeoisiDg  tiie 
Hebrew  female,  we  should  not  lind  the  offices  of  prophet, 
judge,  military  instructor,  poet^  and  sacred  singer,  aU  e^motata 
Ana  all  per/ecCed  in  the  person  of  a  woman  ;  a  fact  clearly  and 
almost  stMtlingly  illustrative  of  what  mnat  have  been  their 
Ikigh  and  intellectual  training,  at  well  as  natural  aptitude  for 
gaiding  and  enforcing  the  atatiitos  of  th«ir  Qod,  to  which  at 
that  time  woman  could  attain. 

"  And  Deborah,  a  proijlietess  the  wife  of  Iiapidoth,  she 
judged  Israel  at  tlmt  time.  And  xho  dwelt  under  tho  palm 
tree  of  Deborah  between  Kamaliand  Bethel,  in  Mount  Ephraim : 
aod  the  children  of  Is'.ocl  came  nnto  her  for  judnoent."  This 
simple  dcacription  evinces  that  the  greatness  of  Deborah  con- 
rated  not  at  all  in  outward  st.-ite,  in  semblance  of  high  rank, 
or  in  Any  particular  respect  or  homage  outwardly  paid  her ; 
but  simply  in  her  vast  saperiority  of  mental  and  spiritual  ac< 
qnirements  which  werj  acknowledged  by  her  countrymen,  and 
oonse^uently  revered.  The  office  of  judge  in  Israel  was  not 
hereditary.  It  only  devolved  on  those  gifted  to  perform  it; 
Aud,  by  the  example  before  us,  might  be  held  by  either  sex, 
rather  an  wttcUivactory  proof  of  the  dsgradatioD  of  Jewish 
women.  We  are  expressly  \<>\A  that  Deborah  waa  a  pro- 
pbetem,  and  "the  wife  of  Lapiiloth."  Now,  by  the  arrauge- 
ment  of  the  sentence,  contirmed  by  the  context,  it  ia  very 
evident  that  Duborah  waa  a  propnistess  in  her  own  peraon, 
vholly  and  entirely  distinct  from  her  husband,  who  was  a 
ncK  cj^her  in  public  concerns.  The  Eternal  had  inspired 
Iwir,  AWOKAV  and  a  wifs  in  Israel,  with  His  s]»nt  expressly 
to  do  Hit  will,  and  muKe  manifest  to  her  countrymen  how 
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fitUe  13  He  th«  Ma|i«etor  of  penom ;  juilfcing  onlj  by 
pci-rKt  in  Hi»scmee,iuid  spirit*  irilltng  for  t£«  work  :  beedtiv 
Di-ttliirr  tho  wi>akn«n  nor  apt"'^"'  inaulitr  uf  one  sex,  oon- 
piiTi'il  with  till-  (cn^tm-  n.itiird1  iMwcn  of  UM  other. 

Yvt  so  nutiitull}'  KK  IXT  public  position  and  penoitftl  gifti 
duscrilxd,  thnl  wc  cannot  ponibly  beliew  her  cIoTatioo  to  ba 
•li  cxtraordiniiry  ocoumiMtt  or  that  licr  poation  as  a  wife 
fi>rli:t(le  )ier  rixiog  above  men  congngal  and  household  dutieft. 
y^'c  tutva  hear  of  a  «]av«,  or  l«pcr,  or  bcAthcn,  being  entTnated 
wiili  the  proplictio  spirit  of  tho  Etvnial.  Bimpljr  becau-w  the 
eucial  condition  of  such  pcraons  would  and  miut  prevent  their 
obcainins  t-itlier  tho  ntytxt,  obcMlicocc,  or  creo  atteotiob  of 
the  people.  For  th«  aame  reason,  liad  woman  reatlj  b«>m  on 
a  par  witb  these,  as  she  is  by  some  declared  to  be,  ah«  would 
never  have  been  eslmstcd  with  gifts  ei>iritual  and  mental, 
which  Deborah  so  ricblr  posMSHd.  She  never  could  ion 
been  a  prophetess,  for  her  words  would  only  ban  been  regarded 
as  idio  raving.  She  could  never  baTS  beeB  a  judge,  mioi  ti» 
want  of  opportniiities  to  tnia  and  perfect  her  totdlect,  and 
to  obtcun  the  necessary  cxpciioooe.  Now  it  ia  cleat  that 
instead  of  this,  her  natural  position  must  have  been  so  hi^ 
that  there  nemed  not  even  adventitious  state  and  spleDdioni 
to  make  it  acknowledged  ;  and  ber  intellect  and  judgment  n 
«altirated,  as  not  onl}*  to  bring  the  people  Hocking  to  Iwr  ftr 
judgment,  but  to  occagion  Bank's  refiieal  to  eet  out  on  a  wk- 
like  expedition  imleis  she  accompanied  them. 

Wc  find  the  first  recorded  instance  of  her  using  her  pr^ 
photic  povc-r  in  Judges  iv.  6  :  "And  she  sent  and  oiuIc<l  Bank 
the  son  of  Abinoam  out  of  Eedesh  Nophtali,  and  said  unto 
him,  Unth  not  tiie  Lord  God  of  Israel  commanded,  sayiiig;  Oa 
and  draw  towaril.4  Mount  'Fabor,  and  take  with  the*  tan 
thoumnd  racn  of  the  children  of  Naphtali  and  the  childrsn  of 
Zebiilun  T  And  I  will  draw  unto  th«e  Sisera,  the  captain  of 
Jahin's  tantj,  aixl  bis  chariots  and  bis  multitudes  ;  and  I  will 
ddivcr  him  into  thine  hand.  And  Barak  said  unto  her,  if 
tMmi  wiit  go  tcilh  me,  then  I  will  ko  :  but  if  thou  vrilt  aofc  ga 
with  me,  then  will  I  not  go.  And  she  said,  I  will  sorelr  ga 
with  tbeo :  uoLwithstfttidirit;  the  ji^tirriey  shall  not  be  for  toine 
honour;  for  the  Lord  will  suU  Sijicra  into  tho  hand  of  n 
woman. ' 

We  should  be  at  a  loss  to  undenitand  the  feeling  in  Barak, 
which  impelled  his  reply,  might  wo  not  iiilcr  it  from  Dehotah'a 
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lejoinder.  It  would  ttpiiear  that,  Hlte  many  of  his  country- 
meti.  while  he  obeyed,  tie  was  ±>ljll  wanting  in  tbc  perfect 
faitb  which  wonM  nave  given  him  a  clorioiut  triumjih  in  his 
own  person.  The  presence  of  Deborah  could  ill  no  way  gi« 
him  grenlcT  incrcAso  of  safety  and  glory,  than  bad  he  goiM 
vithont  Ikt.  She  was  but  the  iriFtnimcnt  of  the  Lord,  making 
His  will  koowD  to  her  fellows.  The  words  wen  not  beis,  bat 
Oocl's ;  and  Bank  Hhould  have  act«i  on  them  without  either 
rMon-atioQ  or  doubt.  In«tvad  of  which  wc  find  him  making 
a  eondithu  to  hii<  obedience ;  and  refusing  to  otx-y,  if  that 
oondilion  were  not  comEjIied  with.  What  ooulii  the  prcstnco 
of  a  woman  avail  him  ?  Her  bein;;  a  pmphetc^  kiiv«  him  no 
more  a^nrnuce  of  conquest  than  I  lie  wortl  of  the  Lord  had 
alreiuly  done ;  and  betaust  he  trusted  mon  in  tk«  avinan  f/utn 
in  AtfT  God  the  journey  would  not  be  to  hia  honour  :  a  vonam't 
hand  should  accouipiish  that  complete  downfall  of  Siaera, 
which  would  othcntisc  have  accrued  to  his  individual  glory. 
It  is  evident  that  this  is  tbc  real  rendering  of  this  rather 
obitcnrv  scutonoc,  elscwu  should  not  have  it  so  expressly  stated 
tiiat  the  "journey  would  nut  be  for  his  honour." 

DcboTkh  however  arose,  and  went  with  Bitrak,  first  to  collect 
the  ncceMitry  troops  from  Zebulun  and  Nuphtali,  and  then  to 
MosDt  Tabor,  where  Sisetu  and  hi«  immense  armament  of  nine 
bandied  obariot^  of  iron,  besidm  infantry,  marched  to  meet 
them.  Still  we  find  Bitcak  but  secondary,  doing  nothing 
withoatthe  word  of  the  Lonl  through  Debomh.  Ana  DeboraE 
nitL  "Up^  for  tbU  k  the  da^in  which  the  Lord  hath  delir- 
tred  Bisera  into  thine  hand  :  is  not  the  Lord  Rone  out  before 
tbeeT  So  Barak  went  down  from  Monnt  Tabor,  and  tea 
tbooaaod  men  after  them  ;"  and  the  Lord  gave  them  such 
complete  rictonr,  that  but  Sisera  escaped,  to  receive  his  death 
at  toe  band  ot  a  woman,  according  to  the  Eternal's  word. 
Nor  wae  it  a  single  victory,  for  "  the  hand  of  the  ohildren  of 
Isniel  pro^iercd  and  prevailed  nf^ninst  Jabin,  king  of  Canaan." 

We  next  find  Deborah  exercising  that  glorious  tulctit  of 
•ctempore  poetiy  only  found  amoD^  the  Hebrews ;  and  by 
her,  ft  woman  and  n  wife  in  IshmI,  possoned  to  an  almost  eqnu 
de^ee  with  the  Psalmist  and  propIietd«  who  followed  at  a  later 
pcnod.  Her  song  is  oonaidered  one  of  the  most  beautifol 
apectmeiu  of  Hebrew  poetiy,  whether  read  in  the  original,  or 
Id  tlte  English  versioo.  We  find  her  taking  no  glory  what- 
to  herselC  but  calling  upon  the  princee,  and  goveniora, 
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and  people  of  Isra«I,  to  join  with  h«r  in  "  btcftdng  the 
for  tM  aTeugiDg  of  ItraGl."     In  tbe  fourth  aad  fiftl 

Bjjby  a  moat  beautiful  figure,  to  the  i>o«or  of 
That  before  llim  "the  earth  trembled,  and  tha 
iteavens  dropped,  and  tbe  clondB  dripped  water.  And  Hm 
mouu tains  tiembled,  even  Sin&I,  before  the  Lord  Ood  of  ImMl," 
luB  m&nifbitiug  tbat  His  power,  not  man's,  had  broogfat  ddi- 
ta  Israel  Then  in  the  sixth  and  eighth  venes  dw  dft- 
'  nnbes  the  condition  of  the  people  before  she  arose  a  tDOtlm 
in  Israel;  that  they  were  compelled  to  travel  in  by-pAtlu, 
beoanae  of  the  hii^h  roads  all  being  occupied  by  Llii;ir  foes ; 
ud  front  the  villages  all  the  inhabitants  had  cea«ed,  ftnis 
their  bvicig  couliimally  cxpneed  undefended  to  the  Buemy. 
Kor  vaa  there  a  shield  or  spear  seen  in  the  forty  tbousaud  of 
IsiaeL  The  diuplioiiy  And  lowliness  of  the  prophi!t«M'  Datnnl 
Boiitiou,  U  beautifully  illustrated  by  the  t«;rm  she  applies  to 
Eerjclf — naither  jirinceas,  nor  governor,  nor  jnd^e,  nor  pro- 
pheteas,  tliough  both  the  last  omcea  she  fullilled — "until  that 
1,  Deborah,  arose,  until  I  aroae  a  mothkk  in  iKroeL"  She  adnd 
no  neater  lionour  or  privilege  for  ht-nsdf  individually,  thiD 
the  Doing  rucoKniBett  a^t  the  mother  of  tUu  puuplu  whom  th* 
Lord  alono  hitd  endowed  ber  vith  power  to  judge.  "  My  heart 
is  towards  the  governors  of  Ittmel,"  tilts  continues,  "  that 
offered  thomGclvts  willingly  anioug  the  pcoplo.  Bices  re  the 
Lord,"  meitning  thoKc  who,  n«iiig  from  tliu  idolatry  and  alotb 
which  had  cncumiwusaod  llie  iwople.  oifured  thcmselres  willingly 
for  the  service  of  the  Luril  Slia  bids  them  speak— all  cJawea 
of  people — from  those  princes  who  rods  on  wliite  aeeea,  and 
those  who  sat  in  judgment,  and  (hose  who  walked  by  tbe  way, 
to  even  the  dmwcrs  uf  water  who  had  before  been  baraaaed  b^ 
the  Doise  of  tho  arohets  coming  forcibly  to  di&turb  tbeir 
domeetic  emplo>iiK'nts ;  and  all  were  to  rcbcaise  the  ri/Iituoits 
sets  oi  the  Lord,  for  to  Him  alono  they  owed  their  jiruacrva- 
tioQ.  "  The  Lord  made  me  have  dominioD  over  tbe  uiitubty," 
she  saj;s,  in  Tcree  thirteen,  thus  retaining  her  own  dignity  aiul 
power  in  Israel,  yet  tracing  it  to  tlie  Eternal,  not  to  bencIC 
The  poetry  describing  the  downfall  of  their  foes,  calling  forth 
the  ima^ry  of  nature  to  give  it  force  and  hfe  :  the  death  of 
Siscra,  and  tbe  waiting  and  watching  of  his  uotber  at  bur 
lattice — "  Why  is  bis  cliariot  so  long  in  comititf }  why  tany 
the  wliecbt  of  tiis  chariots '."  and  the  answer,  alike  from  har 
ladiee,  and  her  own  hearty  "  Have  they  not  sped  i  have  they 
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\  ilindcil  the  pny ;  to  tn-ry  man  a  duDsel  or  two ;  U> 
sraa  pny  ot  divciit  cutimrs,  a  prty  of  divers  colours  ot 

'  D«c(llo  wiirk,  mfwt  for  tbe  uccb)  of  tiiBiu  tLftt  take  the  spoi]  ?" 
U  if  to  fail  witb  his  miglity  armament  irer^  impossible ;  antl 
liiu  mog  by  tbc  lips  of  the  conquerore,  iiifuscd  wicli  &  speoiea 
f  mtite,  giving  inde-cribable  jioi^^nanc]'  to  tbe  strain ;  and 

f  to«n  the  clorious  conclusion,  "  So  let  all  thine  enemies  perish, 

'  0  Lord  ;  but  let  them  tliat  love  thee  be  aa  the  sun  when  he 
eucth  forth  in  his  lav^ht ;"  fonn  altogether  odo  of  tiie  aub- 
Jitue'^t  strains  of  gpintual  fervour  in  the  Jiible ;  and  m:vrk 
forcibly,  by  her  conduct,  both  as  prophetess  and  jud|,'e,  tliat 
in  Deborah,  even  as  in  Gideon,  I>avid,  and  tlie  prifphets  ol 
bter  years,  6od  disdained  not  to  breathe  His  si)irit,  but  uiwle 
a  woxis  Uis  instroment  to  judge,  to  prophecy,  to  teach,  and 
to  n>de«[a. 

"  And  the  land  had  rent  forty  years,"  vc  aT«  told  at  th« 
conclu>ioD  of  Deborah's  song ;  wordii  which,  as  no  other  judge 
b  meDttonc'l,  would  lead  us  to  infer  that  i)cborab  continned 
"amotlur  in  I^juel"  all  that  time,  retaining  tbe  people  in 
Cdeltty,  and  consequently  in  temporal  and  ^iritiial  peaco. 
Even  11  she  did  not  live  herself  to  govern  all  those  years,  it  ia 
evident  that  her  inttueuco  and  instructions  neie  remembeTed 
and  acted  upon,  for  it  was  not  till  a/ier  these  forty  yean  that 

I  "  Israel  again  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,"  and  so  again 
teauired  a  redeemer,  wliich  was  granted  in  the  penan  of 
Gideon. 

'I^  alenee  pre«rvcd  regarding  the  Rnbseatieot  life  and 
death  of  Deborah,  laa  simple  coiiAmiation  of  the  meelcDeM 
and  humility  with  which  wc  fouud  ht-r  judging  Inrnel  under 
bcr  own  palm-tree,  before  being  called  to  a  more  stirring  Hcciie. 
TUu  land  was  at  peace,  the  power  of  prophcoy  and  fontii^ht 
in  miiitary  mattetn  vu  no  longer  needeil,  and  Deborah  re- 
nmed  her  personally  homble  station,  evidently  without  any 
ambitions  nnh,  or  attempt  to  elevate  hot  rank  or  prospocla. 

,  It  vas  enough  that  she  was  useful  to  her  countrymen  ;  that 
llw  waa  a  lonly  instrument  in  the  Eternal'')  band  to  work 
then  good,  what,  now,  did  she  need  to  8aii.>iv  the  woman 
naturt,  which  the  ttill  so  evidently  retained  i  tfer  judgmrnte, 
brr  works,  ate  covered  with  the  veil  of  nienoe,  but  we  leara 
their  cflTecte  by  tlie  «iinple  phrase,  that  "  the  land  bad  rest 
forty  years" — the  intnl,  the  whole  land,  not  merely  that  which 
was  audei  ber  direct  «upcrint«Ddcnoo.    Virtue,  uoliueaE^  and 
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i  madotii,  though  the  gifts  of  but  onelowl^  individual,  itre  ■«» 
FliOnBneu  to  one  plncc,  wlieo  used,  u  were  Dcbonli's,  to  the 
giory  1^  God,  uid  the  good  of  lior  people.  Silently,  tad 
perham  unperccived,  thcj  eproad  over  spaco  and  time  ;  and  0 
now  glorious  must  be  the  destiny  of  that  voman,  vhu,  uithont 
OM  momant  qoittiiig  her  onturM  iphorct,  can  jcl  by  preoept, 
example,  and  labour,  produce  such  blessed  i-flccls  as  to  give 
the  land  peace,  and  bring  a  «hu1e  people  nntu  God  ! 

In  a  yractieai  view,  pcihaps,  the  character  of  Deborah 
eaonot  now  be  brought  home  to  the  conduct  of  her  d<BC«D> 
da&ts,  for  woman  can  no  longer  occupy  a  poaition  of  soeh 
trust  and  wisdom  in  Israel;  but,  theoretieallt/,  we  may  take 
he  history  of  Deborah  to  our  heart«,  both  tialiijnallff  aod  iiw 
'dividually.  With  auch  an  example  in  tlie  Wifd  of  our  Ond, 
it  is  unanswerably  evident  that  neither  tbc  Written  tuir  the 
Oral  Law  could  have  contained  one  pliable  to  the  diB|iang6> 
leot  of  woman. 

Men  were  in  no  condition  to  have  perraittoil  tlvc  Influence  of 
oniaa,  bod  they  not  been  accavtomed,  by  the  coiieiJint  and 
emphatic  cnjftinments  of  the  law,  to  look  oii  licr  wiib  nspcc^ 
oonnderati'^n,  and  tenderness.  Mentally  uoil  s|iiritiully, 
Debonh  wiw  gifted  in  an  extraordinarj-  depri-r,  inkiUiig  uh  to 
infer  that  the  women  of  Israel  must  have  iivl  the  |towi-r  to 
cultivnf u  both  mind  and  snint,  and  (^  delight  in  thi-ir  rt-sourctf^ 
for  we  have  thu  wlmle  Bibld  to  inovc  that  the  Htcnial  never 
selected  for  the  in.vtniinenU  of  Uk  nil),  ony  but  those  nlioM 
hearts  «eTv>  iitclineil  tuwiinl*  Him,  even  before  He  called  them 
— witnc^  thi^  history  of  Abraham,  Joseph.  Moe^  David,  and 
others.  All  and  every  talent  comes  from  God,  but  will  not  woHc 
Rndiiilluenco  by  His  solo  gift  alonei  They  are  given  to  be  im- 
proved, persevered  in,  pmeoted,  by  those  to  vhoui  they  are 
entnifted,  and  then  used  in  the  service  of  their  Giver.  It  0 
•Ttdeiit,  then,  that  Deborah  had  the  inctinatioH  and  the  fxnetr 
to  cnltivato,  perfect,  and  use  the  gifts  of  her  God  ;  and  thla 
vould  have  been  quite  impossible,  bad  her  social  cofidition 
been  such  as  tJie  enemies  of  gcrtptural  and  tjriritval  JudaUoi 
declare.  With  the  history  of  Deborah  in  their  iiands,  the 
young  daughters  of  Israel  need  little  other  defence  or  argoraent 
to  convince  their  adversaries  tliat  they  require  no  other  creed, 
nor  fV(-n  a  denial  of  the  Oral  Law,  to  li^och  them  their  pro|wr 
pneiliciii,  ulilte  to  tliemselve^  and  their  felluwt^  and  in  tbdr 
relative  duties  towards  God  and  muu. 
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Deborah  boinra  wife,  oonfinns  this  yet  more  strongly.  There 
must  not  only  Imvc  been  peitect  frvoclum  of  potititm,  but  of 
aetioH ;  even  more  tkan  is  fotnid  in  the  history  of  any  modern 
nation,  for  wc  do  not  find  *  single  instance  of  a  wife  being 
elected  to  any  public  office  requiring  intellect  and  ^iritiiality, 
secnUr  and  reliKioua  knowlcd^,  so  completely  distinct  from 
ber  huslxtnd.  Yet  tbe  history  of  Deborah  in  no  way  iufers 
that  she  wu  oegiectful  of  her  conjugal  and  domestic  dnti«a. 
Then  is  an  unpretending  simplicitY  about  her  very  grentiicas. 
The  very  fact  of  those  she  judged  coming  to  her  under  her 
own  palm  trc^  aapposca  her  quiet  and  reUred  mode  of  living. 
She  oever  leaves  aet  homo,  except  at  tbe  earnest  entreaty  of 
Barak,  which  nrges  her  to  sacrifice  domestic  retirement  for 

Sublio  gtxid.  To  a  really  great  mind,  dome^c  and  public 
atiea  are  so  perfectly  compatible,  that  the  first  need  never  be 
wciifioed  for  the  last.  And  that  Lapidoth  iu  no  manner 
tDterfvred  with  the  public  offices  of  bis  wife,  called  aa  she  wa* 
to  them  by  God  IIim.telf  through  His  gifta,  infera  a  noble  con- 
&dfnc«  and  rt«pectful  consideration  toward.^  bur,  evidently 
tpringinc  at  ouc«  from  tbe  national  equality  and  fr^trdom 
tendered  to  Jewinh  women  :  and  from  a  mind  grx'at  enough  to 
apprtjciatoand  value  such  talent«  even  in  a  woman;  atp»itues) 
JDOt  very  often  found  in  modem  times. 

To  follow  in  the  st^  of  our  great  anooetrcu  is  not  pnsMblo 
^ow  that  thuiTOplietio  spirit  is  removed  from  In»*;l,  nnd  the 
fen  public  oSioot  left  us  fall  naturally  to  the  guardianship  of 
man  ;  yet  manvand  many  a  Jewish  woman  ]»  untnutetl  with 
one  or  more  talents  direct  from  0»d  ;  and  if  she  can  strvtch 
forth  a  helping  band  to  the  leas  enlightened  uf  her  people.  let 
b«r  not  hold  ^k,  fr>jm  the  false  ami  unscriptural  ovlicf  that 
vomao  cannot  aid  the  cau«c  of  God,  or  in  any  way  nttaio  to 
religioua  knowleilge.  Ilis  word  is  open  to  her,  as  to  man.  la 
Moees'  command  to  read  and  explain  the  Law  to  all  people, 
woman  was  included  by  name.  And  now  tbo  whole  Bible, 
Law,  Historical  books.  Psalms,  and  Prophota,  are  open  to  her 
daily  commnne,  and  shall  it  be  said  that  she  has  neither  the 
right  nor  tlie  understanding  to  make  use  of  such  blessed  privi- 
Jc^l  Shame,  shanie,  on  those  who  would  thus  cramp  the 
power  of  the  Lord,  in  denying  to  any  one  of  Ilis  creatures  the 

Siver  of  addr«»ing  and  eomprehending   Uim   through  tJie 
exhaustible  treasure  of  Ilis  jn^ous  word ! 
£t(>7  married  woman  is  judge  and  gaardiau  of  her  own 
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konielloU.  &Ti«  may  h&ve  ta  encounter  the  pKJudlfi«B  of '. 
bubud)  not  yet  tliinkiiii;  with  her  on  all  jiointa  ;  but  if  i 
hxn  reuly  a  f^eat  mind,  she  will  kuov  how  to  ir\/tufiie* 
without  in  any  way  inter/mnff.  She  will  kiiow  how  to  sem 
the  Lord  in  her  household,  without  neglecting  her  duty  and 
alFcotion  towards  lier  hunband  ;  and  by  domestic  conduct  in- 
Ruenco  societr  at  large,  secretly  nn<l  uiiMin>eot«dly  indeed,  but 
more  powerfully  than  kIio  hentelf  can  in  the  Feast  degree  suppoaa 
To  unmaTried  women,  eren  m  to  wives,  eomc  talent  ia  eo- 
tinsted  which  may  be  u*ed  to  the  glory  of  its  (iiver.  Life  ia 
not  lent  tu  to  be  frittered  away  in  an  nnmeaniDg,  tittle  satis* 
&ctory  run  of  amusements,  or  often  in  tJioir  mere  fruitlea 
•earch.  There  surely  i>  some  period  in  a  nnglo  vomau'a  exi>> 
tence,  when  the  hopes,  ambition,  and  even  favorite  amnsenent* 
of  Kirlliood  must  come  to  an  end.  Bc-causc  unmarried,  is  wotniB 
still  to  beheve  herself  a  girl,  hoping  for,  and  looking  for,  a 
ohanse  in  her  esistenc^  which  will  in  reality  never  coma  T 
WouUl  it  not  be  wiser  and  better,  aye,  and  incalculably  happier, 
if  woman  herself  withdrew  from  the  eiihere  of  exciting  tiopn 
and  pleasures  wliich  she  had  occupied  in  girlhood  1  If  aha 
fioagiiC,  perscveringly  and  prayerfully,  sorao  new  objects  of 
iiit«rest>  altectJon,  and  employment,  whioli  she  might  justly 
hope  would  become  a  stay  and  support  in  rapidly  tulvanciug 
mars,  and  thus  entirely  prevent  the  ennui,  and  it« atteDdut^ 
lore  of  gossip,  frivolity,  and  i>IVt-n  sourness  and  trritabtli^, 
which  are  too  goncrully  believed  to  be  the  sole  chaincteridtics 
oT  single  (and  so  of  courHc  HujiixiNcd.  disappointed)  women  t 
HftTe  we  not  all  some  prcrious  tiilcnt  lent  us  by  oar  Qod,  and 
for  the  une  of  which  lie  will  dnnnnd  an  acconnt?  Is  there  not 
the  whole  human  family  from  which  to  select  some  few  object! 
of  iutereat,  on  whum  to  expend  some  of  our  leisure  time,  and 
draw  our  thoughts  from  all  engrosring  self?  Were  there  bnt 
one  object  on  whom  we  have  lavished  kimlnesa,  and  taii^tC  to 
look  up  to  God  and  heaven,  and  to  walk  this  earth  virtuously 
and  meekly — but  one  or  two  whom,  had  we  ih«  pecaoiazy 
means,  wo  have  clothed  and  fed — a  sick  or  dying  bed  that  we 
have  soothed — ii  sorrowinn  one  condoled — an  erring  one  tnmeil 
6om  the  giiilty  path — tht-  repentant,  or  the  wuk,  strengtheoed 
and  encounu^cd— we  shall  not  hare  lived  ia  Tain ;  or,  when  ws 
come  to  die,  look  sliudderinsly  bncit  on  a  nselew  life  and  wasted 
gifts;  (Jii  existence  lost  in  tli'-  viiin  ntniggle  to  arrcat  the  (light 
of  tinii^  and  still  seek  hope  aud  pleasure  in  thoughts  an  ' 


'  extracted  for  ought  to  Temaii 

^^^ u  in  truth  we  cannot  be;  but 

«wbH  •■»  -u  x..^  H-^u.^  p^o,  and  a  Rphere  a^ii^utxl  i\w,m, 
»oA,  like  her,  all  have  it  iit  their  po\rer,  iii  the  Ko^d  ucrroruiad 
towanls  mao,  to  tue  the  one,  and  consecrate  the  olner  to  tbs 
'ioe  of  their  Qod. 
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'flBVKBAL  yeare  passed  since  the  death  of  Deborah.  Gideon, 
Tola,  Jair,  Jephtbah,  Ibxon,  Eloo.  and  Abdan,  bad  succewivelj 
judi;ed  Israel,  often  with  inbeneniuma  of  rebeUion,  apostasy, 
mid  oiiarehy.  After  the  death  M  the  last  menlioned  judge, 
"  the  children  of  Israel  again  did  evil  in  the  BJglit  nf  the  Lor«i, 
ai»d  He  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  the  PhiltstiiKrs  fortj 
ytta."  We  now  come  to  anotlier  incident  in  the  hijilory  of 
tlie  women  of  Israel  demanding  our  atteutiQii.  In  the  tribe  of 
Dftn  was  a  certain  man  of  the  city  of  Zorah,  named  Manonh, 
whoM  wife  had  no  children,  always  a  Kdurce  of  grief  in  the 
fiunilies  of  iKracl ;  not,  as  the  ChrUtianri  ht-Iii-ve,  fnim  the  idea 
of  bcaimiDg  the  mother  of  the  promt-ned  Mi-»lii]i  (who  i»  ttciin^cly 
mentiooed  till  the  time  of  the  tm^ijixa^,  when  the  awfully 
threatened  ohastUementj)  of  the  hti^mid  nvL-ded  euoh  consola- 
tory proiaiacfl),  but  becAiise  childn^u  were  Always  considered 
prool^  of  the  Lord's  love,  a  privilogtt  jirniitcd  from  Him  as  tha 
rccompcDfi!  of  Huthful  svrvicc ;  a»  we  road  in  the  words  of 
David,  "Lo,  children  are  im  hcriUeu  of  the  Lord  :  and  the 
fruit  of  the  womb  I8  Hi3  reward^  (Psalm  outvti,).  Aai, 
aaun,  "  Thy  wife  shall  be  as  a  fruitful  vine  by  the  sides  of 
tnine  houae:  and  thy  children  like  olive  plants  around  thy 
table.  Behold,  thiuthall  the  man  be  bUtttd  that  feareth  tlie 
l«>rd.  Thou  nhalt  see  thy  children's  children,  and  jieace  on 
Iiirael "  (FmJm  ozxvtii.).  To  go  down  diitdltvia  to  the  graven . 
ftnd  w  prevent  the  name  from  being  "  built  u]>,"  in  larael,  wai^ 
dwned  a  huTy  affliction,  inferring,  for  some  aeciet  sia  or 
pablie  tnuwoifwos.  the  anger  of  the  LonL 

Sacred  \Vnt  is  nlcnt  ns  to  the  reason  of  the  Eternal's  •eIeo*i 
tion  fallint;  on  the  family  of  Manoah  for  a  deliverer  in , 
from  the  PhiHstines,  but  wc  are  justified  in  inferrinK  frora'th«|{ 

Btett>  that  they  wctu  cue  of  the  few  ^Uiful  foUowcn 
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IbtucI,  by  inham  tho  Law  vriu  in  «1I  poiato  obeyed.     Be  tba^^ 
liowcvor,  OH  it  niMV,  ibiK  b  oert&in,  that  it  wm  to  the  woitAX^ 
uot  to  the  man,  tue  Mont  Hwh  deigned  to  aeod  His  ongello 
lDe»w!ii){t.'r,  with  not  only  the  blesaed  reTelatioo  tb»t  He  woolcl 
frraiit  her  a  sod,  but  deigning  to  instruct  ber  aa  to  the  food 
drink  ahe  was  to  refrain  from  taking  herself,  aod  to  the  cicvo' 
her  babe  as  a  Naiarite  to  the  Lord,  m-cn  ftcaa  his  iuEancjr'f 
thus  making  the  din^it  oommands  of  the  Immiitable  agree  in 
all  points  with  thi-  Law  vhlch  His  wiiKlom  and  mercy  had 
«lnndy  given. 

Naturally  astimishcd,  for  raoh  revelations  v<-rv  not  even  then 
cotDnion  in  Israel,  v/<:  find  "  the  woman  ^  following  the  impniae 
of  huroiiitiitiiig  ti&ture,  hA.ttening  on  the  instant  to  ber  husband. 
aii(l  informitiK  him  ih.it  a  man  of  God  bad  come  noto  her,  aiM 
hU  countenance  was  very  terrible  (agnifying,  not  (wtullj^ 
ttfrible,  but  grand  and  imposiDgJ,  like  the  countenanca  of  aa 
ftnf[d  of  the  Lord  :  but  "  I  asked  him  not  whence  he  vm, 
nather  told  me  his  name,"     From  this  description  of  tiw 
heavenly  mcuongcr,  it  appoont  that  the  woman  did  not  c>id> 
aider  him  in  reality  an  angcI,  Kuppomni;  liim  a  man  of  God  or 
prophet,  bearing  a  nii^iigt'  fmui  the  Miist  High,  as  was  nsi 
in   liiratfi.  yet  still  struck   by  tliu   impaoing  beauty  of 
countcDAQoe,  and  feeling  it  possessed  somi^tbing  beyond 
tality. 

Equally  afttoninhed,  but  believiftq,  Manuah  lost  oo  time  m 
idl«  qxMiulatiuu.  but  betook  liimself  instantly  to  prayer;  thos 
coiilirmiiig  our  idea  of  Iiis  faithfulncsa  and  i>iety,  and  proving 
ont^  grand  and  important  national  truth,  tnat  the  iKrocUtia 
needed  no  mediator  whatever,  be  he  man  or  angel,  to  briog  ttp 
their  prayera  before  God,  and  obtain  His  gracioiis reply.     Hen 

was  Mauoah,  lix-ing  on  his  own  estatvft  u  hib  own  tribe,  br | 

removed  from  the  uriceta  of  the  Lord  and  the  tabeniacl^^^B 
through  the  fimt  of  whom  atone  it  ia  declansd,  by  our  opponeofa^^H 
that  Uic  prayen  of  lamel  could  be  aooratably  offered  np.  No  ' 
priest  near,  of  whom  he  could  either  ask  or  obtain  oounsel;  no 
wiac  man  or  judge,  of  whom  he  might  demand  advice  or  ex- 
planation. Yet  the  law  was  then  in  force  idl  over  Israel,  and 
if  it  liod  been  ilk^^  and  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  Lord 
to  addr««t  Him  in  prayer  from  any  place,  or  at  any  tiiuo.  we 
should  have  found  Maitoah  hastening  without  a  moment's  delay 
to  tlie  appointed  spot,  and  olfcnng  sacrifices  to  obtain  the 
mediation  of  the  anointed  priust,  knowing  that  throagb  tiim 
only  he  could  obtain  reply. 
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of  nhicli,  we  find  him,  tritlioufc  ereo  pniiM  or  httl* 
tatton,  beliering  the  words  of  hU  wifi-  so  impliciUr,  m  to  odTer 
up  ft  pr»er  of  snch  dinplQ  constniation  that  it  oWrly  pruvea 
bowutUetbc  Most  Higfi  repinlH  merefnTmiiliiin  puycr,  wIi«h 
flnriu^Dg,  Ml  did  MftiirMh's,  fnim  humility  and  faitii.  "  Th«D 
Sdanoah  entnotod  thi>  I^onl,  &nd  loid,  0  my  Ijur<l,  let  the  iuiid 
of  Qod  whidi  th^iu  diiUt  Hcnd  oome  •cain  to  us,  and  teach  ua 
what  w«  shall  do  unto  the  child  that  sDall  bo  bora."  Here  14 
no  doubt  exiirestwd  as  to  tlie  reality  of  the  bU-aiinK  proffered  : 
"Tbc  child  that  shall  be  bum,"  reveals  how  fully  he  believed 
|ln  the  promtjte  ;  but,  as  was  natural  to  humanity,  he  entreated 
coDtirmation  of  the  instnictiona  vouchsafed,  not  knowing  how 
T  the  imagination  and  tha  fears  of  hia  wife  toigbt  have 
tuKtured  her  relation. 

"And  Ood  hearkened  to  tlio  voice  of  Manonh."  Did  we  need 
further  incentivo  to  "entreat  the  Lord"  in  all  things, 
___]y  we  have  it  here.  Manoah  hod  Minnly  spoken  ttie 
;honghts  of  hla  heart  in  words,  which  woald  bu  their  natural 
vehicle  of  cxprcH^ioii.  He  had  pnyod  through  tho  merits  ol 
neitbtr  dead  nor  living,  man  nor  angc),  but  in  lowly  trusting 
Utti,  and  Ood  hearkened  and  atiewerod.  Again  Hia  mcssciucr 
amomd  nnto  the  wonmn  ns  Hhe  »at  in  the  field,  Manoah  not 
Mug  with  ber,  and  she  ran  to  inform  her  tmiibaDd,  saying  that 
tbe  man  had  again  appeared  unto  her,  the  oanie  who  oaa  oome 
mrkmsly ;  and  Manoah,  no  doubt  in  secret  adoring  the  Bene* 
nMDt  God  who  had  thus  deigned  to  answer  hh<  pmyer,  went 
vith  bis  wife,  and  demanded  of  the  messenger,  if  lie  were  in- 
deed the  man  who  had  visited  thorn  before.  .\nd  being 
•aswered  in  the  affirmative,  ho  besought  a  re;a>tition  of  how  to 
"order  tiie  child;"  and  the  angel  condescended  a  full  reply, 
ntterating  all  hb  previous  instructions.  Still  bolteving  tiim  a 
man,  as  himself,  only  gifted  with  tho  spirit  of  the  Lord, 
Hanoah,  with  the  hospitality  pocnliar  to  the  Hebrew,  besought 
him  to  r«mun  until  "wcshuliiavo  made  ready  a  kid  for  thee." 
And  tho  angcl  of  tho  Lord  sud  unto  Manoah,  "  Though  thou 
detain  me,  I  will  not  eat  of  thy  bread.  And  if  thou  wiH  offer 
A  barat  oAeriiuf  thou  must  offer  it  uuto  the  Lord ;  /or  ManMih 
buvnotthatMUXuanemg^HfthaXiord,  And  Manoati  said, 
*'  What  is  thy  name  1  that  when  thy  sayings  oome  to  pats,  we 
may  do  thee  nonaor.  And  the  angel  of  ia»  Lord  said  unto 
him,  Whenfi»«  aakeat  thou  thus  after  my  name,  seeing  it  is 
Wcretf     60  W*fl<>fb  took  a  kid  with  a  meat-ofieiiag,  and 
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offered  it  upon  a  roolc  itato  t,be  Lord.  And  it  cuihi  to 
when  tht  aame  went  up  towards  hcavea  from  off  ii»  »».. 
ths  aiw«l  of  the  Lord  uoendcd  iu  Uio  Haidu  of  Uic  olt&r,  ana 
MftDOMi  Kod  bis  wife  l(iuk»l  on  it,  ftud  fi-U  villi  their  faces  to 
the  ground.  And  the  nDgd  of  the  Lord  diil  no  more  sppeaz 
niito  MaDOKhond  his  wifo;  thi-n  Mnnoah  knew  bo  was  anaiigel 
of  th«  Lord.  And  MaDuuh  uid.  We  ^liail  surely  die,  for  we 
hnve  seen  God  ^i-c.  a  mcsMnger  direct  from  God].  But  hia 
wifv  said  aoto  him,  If  tho  Lord  were  i)1eafied  to  kilt  as,  H4 
would  not  have  received  a  btuntroffcTing  and  a  moat-offering 
at  our  handa,  neitherwouM  He  haw  showed  ub  all  these  thingat 
nor  would  at  tliis  [second]  lime  han  told  as  such  things  M  g 
the.'ie  "  (Jud){es  xiii).  ^m 

We  have  quuic^cl  this  chapter  almost  at  length,  because  il^| 
oontoins  ao  much  which  is  almost  imperative  for  us  to  oowider 
la  a  uatiooal  [loiut  of  vicn,  before  we  can  oome  to  regard  it  la 
its  beariogs  on  our  history  as  women.  Aiiy  elucidiitioa  or  de- 
fence of  uui  iiatjoital  belief  will  not,  we  tmat,  be  deemed  oat 
of  place  in  a  Jewish  vrork,  however  little  it  uia^  be  )>ron(wno(d 
to  iiave  to  do  with  the  main  {H>iut  of  its  subiect.  In  aa  age 
when  80  much  of  oontruvtmy  is  going  oo.  itlii-n  evert  the  in- 
timate sisociAtioo,  and  oOeu  frieadHhij^s,  between  Hebrew  nod 
Gentile  may  bring  forward  peculiar  points  of  belief,  to  inqnin 
their  differences  or  varying  modo  of  interpretation— it  becomes 
iuipcrativolv  nocesi<ary  for  the  young  Hebrew  of  (ithpr  sex  to  be 
pruviiled  with  such  defence  as  will,  at  least,  satisfy  his  own  heart 
and  cooacience,  and  render  him  invulnerable  to  the  peculiar 
esiKisitioiis  proffered  to  his  attention,  however  little  such  defenn 
may  wei«h  with  the  bereditaiy  prejudices  of  his  opinneata. 
There  h  n  Mkide  difference  between  an  argument  seeking  tiie 
conveTHiiJu  of  another,  and  that  merely  defending  our  own 
belief,  on  the  same  saored  authority  as  gives  a  supposed  founds 
tioo  fur  the  belief  of  an  opponent.  As  long  as  the  ChristtsB 
oonfineA  his  argument*  and  quotations  to  the  New  'IVstaiitent, 
tlie  hraelitc  feels  perfectly  wcure,  from  hia  entire  rdection  01 
such  autlioriiy  as  Divine.  But  when  th.;  words  of  the  Old 
Testament  are  so  explained  iw  to  hear  almost  startlingly  upon 
the  creed  of  our  ndvemu-ics,  then  it  is  wc  nerd  careful,  though 
perfectly  simple,  training,  to  provide  us  both  with  reply  and 
with  duenoe.  To  be  kept  in  ignorance  of  tho  Nazarine  read- 
ings of  the  Bible  duea  no  good  whatever ;  for  there  are  very 
few  who  oau  hope  to  pass  through  life,  particularly  now  that 
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aoeia]  interoouno  U  so  unretitnuaed,  vitUout  lome  opproAch  to 
the  difTurcnots  of  belief,  sod  tbetr  cutucs.  Mucli  bsUer  h  it  to 
fcaoir  clcnrly  the  diiDger  we  are  nut  adikelr  to  onooutitvr,  ntid 
bow  tn  &TGrt  it,  tluu  to  come  ii|>ou  it  wholly  aopToparei].  Not 
in  cliililhood  indeed,  for  it  would  be  folly  to  perplex  the  jrouog 
mind  with  the  toaotJi  of  two  bsLie&:  tbeu  it  is  simply  neceasaiy 
to  inpras  snd  ejqilun  the  csscntinla  of  their  oim  creed ;  but 
in  mtturer  ytaa,  when  tho  opening  tniad  is  not  only  capable 
of  nndLTEtundin^butfeeUitMlf  ra^easand  aoxions  fbr8ome- 
tbing  more  thftn  the  mere  eductttion  of  childhood,  then  let 
them  oompAK  thi^ir  belief  with  that  of  othera ;  let  them  know 
what  and  why  their  opponents  so  helieve,  through  the  enlarged 
and  liberal  views  of  a  sijirituallv  Jewish  instructor;  let  the 
light  of  reason  and  revelation  he  thi^tr  guide,  &nd  we  shall  find 
both  male  and  female  of  the  IJubrew  youih  io  confirmed  in 
their  own  UaiHed  faitl),  as  to  live  and  die  for  it,  yet  eBchewios 
all  of  tl liberality,  uncharitahleueM,  mid  neurn,  toward*  those  u 
other  and  le«  enlishtenud  cKeds. 

The  chapter  uuJftr  oontiideration  is  one  of  thoeo  maoh  i» 
gaided  br  the  ^«<ai«ue,  and  always  brooght  forward  to  ooD- 
ttovetual  diaousstoD.  From  MnuMUi's  simplo  wordx  "  Wo  have 
Men  Qoii,"  they  believe,  that  wherever  the  "aneel  of  the  Lord  " 
is  raoiitiuiiod.  it  signifies  the  second  person  ut  the  Godhead ; 
and  that  as  He  t^><>k  vi«iUe  form  to  ouraiicestoraof  old,  bo  we 
might  equally  believe  in  His  taking  the  form  of  Jesus  to  save 
the  world. 

To  a  mere  snpcrficial  thinker  tliis  srguinent  might  prove 
dangerous ;  and  we  me  therefore  anxious  to  explain  this  chapter 
aocoraing  to  che  Israelite's  belief,  iu  the  first  place,  we  refuse 
to  see  ID  tbia  measeDger  aoy  thing  more  than  the  Word  of  God 
declares,  "an  angel  of  the  Lord,  amply  because  the  K(«mal 
said  unto  Moses,  iu  answer  to  his  earnest  entri-aty,  "  Shew  me 
thy  glory,  Tbou  cxsst  sot  so  ur  riCB :  fob,  thbrb  shall 
Ko  UAK  SEB  HI!,  Axu  LivK."  Aad  WO  therefore  know,  tliat  no 
man  liaaor  ever  can  eee  Hisfitce,  and  live;  for  God  ia  a  God  of 
truth,  and  knows  not  the  very  aiiadow  of  »  chango.  That 
which  He  has  once  aaid  ia  immutable,  luwavering,  changeleM 
as  HitDMir.  That  there  may  be,  eren  in  the  books  of  Moeea^ 
0D«  or  two  verse*  seeming  to  contradict  this  aMertion, 
as  in  Exodus  xxiv,  venes  10  aud  U,  and  in  Terse  11 
of  chapter  xxxiii.,  is  of  no  importunci^  betog  cither  a 
wrwg  tnaAlatiou,  or  the  mere  manner  of  wh^ng,  to  bring 
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down  the  >olcinn  appcAniRco  of  tho  glorjr  of  God  to  tbc  0 
prehcasiona  of  tho  mixed  multitude,  and  impossible  to 
weighed  ft  single  moment  with  tliu  words  of  the  Uo«t 
Hunsolf.    Would  llu  dcclnic  tlie  eolema  tnith  in  one  {urt 
His  Holy  Word,  confinuing  it  by  ovary  prophet,  and  in  aiioUui^ 

ert  oommAnd  Ilis  people,  ss  a  coDdition  of  their  salr&tioa, 
li«ve  in  His  ^pcatiog  on  oarth  and  convereiog  fac«  to  Aoe 
with  man,  6rst  as  an  angel,  and  then  in  human  form  ?  Tbo 
very  words  of  ManoaU  confirm  this  belief,  aud  prore  it  wai 
entertained  as  strangly  by  the  ancient  as  the  modoni  Jem. 
The  Nazarenca  take  only  tne  last  member  of  thin  ite»t«nco,  fui^ 
getting  tlie  important  fact,  "  We  thaU  $ur/l^  dU,  if,  inJetdf 
we  have  seen  God,"  for  such  it  tho  real  meaning  ^  his  woidi^ 
ud  that  he  did  not  die ;  and  the  dimple  truth  of  his  wifo'a 
iuggt«tion  oonviiioed  him,  no  doubt,  a*  it  conrLDces  us,  that  it 
WON  ikut  God  whom  he  had  seen,  but  one  of  thoM  aogclic  iih»- 
KU|;en  whom  it  aometimea  plcaied  the  Lord  to  employ  to 
dehvor  Hia  missionB  unto  man.  Tlie  nntiirv  of  euoh  U-io^  it 
oeedi  not  now  to  inquire  :  but  the  belk-f  in  tho  cxistcoca  d 
aniivU  LI  so  twined  with  llie  belief  in  tiku  Bible-,  that  if  we  dift- 
beliuvu  the  ODe,  we  must  disbclicni  Uie  other.  The  very  word 
^t<7^,  dariYed  fron  tbc  Arabic  ''S^i,  to  rmd,  or  Mtphy,  ngtii&m 
merely  a  messenger,  a  legate,  used  indiscriminately  for  one  tsa- 
pitted  by  a  king  as  ambaaiador,  or  by  the  Lora  oa  an  aogcJ. 
prophet,  or  priest ;  and  sometiinea  tHna  applied  to  vhaterer  is 
eent  by  the  Eternal  to  execute  Hia  will,  evto  aa  winds  and 
plaguea 

The  grand  and  imposing  aspect  of  the  angelic  conntenaooa^ 
&a  we  have  seen,  struck  Manoah's  wife ;  but  that  neither  diB 
nor  her  husband  sapposed  him  any  thing  more  than  s  proitbeC 
or  prieit,  is  evident  by  their  manner  of  addreraing  him,  and 
their  entreating  him  to  tarry  for  re&e^unent.  Toe  angel'a 
reply  i^i  strong  conGrmation  of  what  we  have  already  stated 
concerning  hia  real  ollice.  To  eat  of  their  bread  would  be  ooo- 
finning  their  idea  that  he  was  but  a  man ;  to  accept  Uuir 
burnt-offering  would  be  arrogating  to  himaelf  what  waa  due 
only  to  liis  Heavenly  Master,  "  If  thon  offer  a  bumt-ofierinfl 
thou  must  offer  it  unto  the  Lord  ;"  not  to  him,  who,  tho^gk 
of  an  angcilli:  nature,  was  still  nothing  but  a  nuaw&g 
Still  ignorant  that  he  was  an  angel,  Manoak  Asks  hia  nama^  to 
do  him  honour ;  and  beeausa  m  kiuw  how  UabU  tEvm  tvm 

'woing  Itrtutite*  to  turn  cuidt  firom  the  vionhip  qf  ths  im- 
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WHitabU  God  to  worthip  othtra,  and^lotu/orthi^oryt/Ilis 
JUatUr,  theaneel  refused  to  t«ll  his  name,  declarins  il  »u 
tecKt — that  wEcn  his  vords  cimie  to  ])afa,  Manoalt  orliw  wifo 
tnigbt  not  hare  even  a  name  to  turn  aside  tlicir  thoughtu  from 
the  ODe  sole  God ;  gtill,  to  convince  them  tliat  h«  »m  not  a 
mere  mortal,  but  came  direct  from  the  Lord,  lie  tsccnded,  or 
disappeared,  in  the  fiame  of  the  altar,  aa  hsa  been  tltu  sign  of 
ttw  aivioe  acceptance  of  the  ofl'eriaj;,  franLthe  saonficc  of  Abel 
downwud.  And  it  was  knowing!  thli,  ana  rccoffiiifiiig  the  im- 
medtftte  agenc;  of  the  Mi»t  Hi^h,  in  thu*  tending  one  of  Ilia 
OWD  ntmettgien,  that  bo  overwhelmed  Monoah  and  his  wife 
vttli  religious  awe,  aa  to  cause  them  to  fall  with  their  faces  to 
tbe  gronnd,  not  daring  to  look  eveu  upon  Ihu  i>cniblance  of  Hia 
gUwy. 

A  layman,  and  a  lowly  todividunl  of  liis  fiither's  tribe,  it  wae 
not  unnatural  that  Manoali  abould  even  be  more  awe-etruck. 
than  nyoiced,  at  thu  revelation  bo  snciously  vvucluiafed  ;  and 
whilst  the  mistaken  i<lea  enKrowcd  Dim,  if,  iiidcud,  it  ever  did, 
that  he  had  conrerBcd  with  God,  he  could  not  do  otherwise  than 
fear  instant  death,  fur.  like  all  hia  brethren,  he  knew  the  God 
of  lentcl  was  a  God  of  truth  j&nd,  therefore,  if  he  had  aeen 
him,  he  must  oease  to  live.  The  readjr  answer  of  hia  wife  r*- 
moved  these  croundltss  fc_aFB:  and  while  it  told  him,  that  if  it 
hod  pleased  the  Lord  to  kill  them,  He  would  not  have  aocejitcd 
offerings  at  their  hamis,  or  so  revcnled  His  will,  it  mujt  fiave 
«qaaUy  have  convinced  him,  as  a  believer  in  the  revelation  of 
thiB  Lord  through  Muses,  that  it  was  net  God,  bnt  His  moa- 
venoer  whom  he  had  seen. 

Soch  b  the  simjile  rendering  of  this  very  nimple  ch(4>teT  ; 
vhHe  the  aeoond  commandment,  and  the  vokU  already  <iiint«d, 
"  No  man  can  see  me,  and  live,"  with  the  firm  belief  that  God 
t!<  -merit,  ore  all  sufficient  wherewith  satisfnctonly  t4  explain, 
Iv'th  tu  our  own  hearts  and  those  of  our  chiUren,  evesyvene 
tliat  may  necm  to  read  vltghtly  contradietorr,  and  sapply  as 
with  nil  impenetrable  shield,  againxt  which  toe  reasonutgs  of 
our  opponent*  must  fall  blunted  and  hannlets  to  the  gioiuid. 

R<ssrdinz  tliis  narrative  in  its  bearings  on  our  hi^ory  as 
Women  of  Isnu-1,  it  i*  confliniiition  strong  of  our  always  at 
tested  declaration,  that  neither  Written  nor  Oral  Law  inteiw 
fered  with  the  perfect  equality  of  man  and  wife.  The  chapter 
before  us  displays  a  simple  and  natural  picture  of  conjugal 
COoAdenoe  and  equally,  and  of  the  respective  poouliaritiea  of 


KS 


TUK  WOMBM  or  tSRASL 


tniui  and  woman.  It  is  ini|io^ib1e  to  read  tbiscfasi>t«r,  irit 

Tiorceiving  that  Klanoah's  wife  naa  a  perfectly  tnc  aguut,  oatf 
tK>und  bv  tlis  lialcR  of  love  and  confidenoe  which  the  marrUgie- 
law  «Djoins.  M  the  mother  of  the  cUihl  aeleot«d  to  deliver 
Israel  in  part  from  the  Fhilhtinet),  she  wa«  even  of  moro  im- 
portance in  the  sight  of  God  than  her  htuband,  a  fact  inferred 
from  the  angel  appearing  both  times  to  itr,  and  «iiljr  addrasinc 
Uaooah  whvn  addnmed  by  him.  We  find,  too,  MiuYftin 
inclttding  her  alike  in  all  he  said  and  did.  "  Let  «u  detain 
thee,  ttntil  wf  baru  prvjinrcd  a  kid,"  jko.  In  tfae  reli|{ii>u4 
observance  of  the  burut-olTcring.  and  in  the  lowly  proettutioti 
acknowledging  the  divine  power,  Mauoab  and  his  wi/i  an 
separately  named,  proving  her  perfect  cCLuahty  in  all  leligiou 
owervances,  and  her  riffht  to  partnla-  of  tbem.  That  iha 
angi^l  never  agAin  appeared  either  to  Manoab  or  his  iD\fii,  ia  the 
pHHif  to  tiiem  that  he  was  a  messenger  from  the  Lord.    The 
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words,  "  we  shall  surely  die."  iDcluded  her  in  the  mnalty  mp* 
icurred,  and  marks  the  female  as  equally 


poned  to  have  been  inc 

a  responsible  aj;;eut  as  the  male.  Still  more  clearly  demouctn* 
tivc  that  the  Hebrew  wife  really  occnpied  the  free  and  eqaal 
position  which  the  laws  of  God  Himself  asAtjiined  hvr,  is  the 
fact  that  it  was  her  ready  wit,  aud  qniekiie«?  of  intellect, 
vhich  re-ossurcd  her  husbiuid.  She  haa  keen  awc-atrack  Uli* 
himself,  but  yet,  perfectly  in  accordance  with  woman's  natai^ 
WAS  the  first  to  comprehend  tho  real  intention  of  the  rerelatioB. 
Man's  more  solid  nature  and  deeper  thought,  requires  time  ' 
nature  jadinoent — woman's  quicker  fancy,  and  ofUn  m' 
easily  excited  feeling,  gives  her  the  advaobige  id  tfae  raptdi 
of  comprehension,  and,  very  on«n,  in  tli«  correctnesi  of  judj 
mcnt.  which  man's  fjreater  solidity  streogthena  and  matures 

But  tiiiit  Miinoaii's  i>ife  could  thus  comprehend,  and  thus 
correctly  judgr,  inpiiea  a  domestic  and  social  jKisitioD  which 
not  only  poraiittod,  but  exercised  these  peculiar  facuttiea.  Ia 
an  enslaved  and  degraded  position,  their  poaM^ioD  was  pia«ti- 
eally  and  theoretically  imposRible. 

We  find,  then,  much  wen  in  tiiis  brief  chapter  to  int«Kat 
and  instruct  as,  alike  as  Hebrew  women,  and  as  women  taluo 
^noaUy.  In  the  latter,  wc  shall  do  well  to  reflect  on  the 
nmnle  trusting  confidence  of  Manoali's  wife,  seeming  the  more 
tender  and  deierential  from  the  greater  corrcctnciis  of  judgment 
manifested  afterwards.  And  bo  it  should  always  be.  How- 
ever voman  may  bo  naturally  endowed  with  superior  attair 
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in«nta,  with,  perhaps,  even  a  greater  share  of  irtitvngth  and 
firmnOKii,  lunl  a  quicker  aptitude  for  iDtelIccta»l  Acquirciiient^,J 
Btill  it  is  her  bouiiden  dutytoto^ide  and  ii«  these  eift^ 
that  they  shall  n«rer  in  any  way  jar  upon  the  Minos  of  the 
one  choKcn  as  her  husband  ;  and  chinrk  tnutnftl  confidence  and 
love  by  that  a8sani)»tion  of  superiority,  even  granted  it  exists 
of  sU  things  most  iTritncing  to  man's  nature.  It  ia  womao'a 
proTiQce  to  infitimc^,  ncTcr  to  dictate ;  to  conceal,  rather  thaa 
aecame,  snpcnority.  She  may  timl  many  and  many  an  oppor- 
tnnitr  to  lue  it  for  the  |ood  of  her  husband  and  cliildrco,  as 
waa  tlie  case  with  the  wife  nf  Manoah ;  but  never  let  tier  di»- 
play  it — never  let  her  permit  her  husband  to  feci  his  inferiority 
—never  let  her  withhold  confidence,  from  the  mistaken  notion 
that  as  her  jud^cnt  is  as  good,  if  not  better  than  his,  she 
cannot  need  hu  advice  or  interference — for  if  she  does,  &he 
mar  lest  assured,  that  from  that  instant  her  influence  is  at  an 
ana,  for  ever. 
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Wb  now  come  to  a  portion  of  oar  history  as  Women  of  IshmUT 
wfaioh,  from  the  loveliness  of  female  character  that  it  <liiijliiy8, 
has  in  neither  history  or  romance  been  equalled.     In  the  Bible 
it  it  termed  the  book  of  Buth ;  but  as  Kuth  does  not  properly  j 
belong  by  birth  and  ancestry,  to  the  women  of  Israel,  NnonuJ 
inut  oe  the  subject  of  our  consideration.     With  her  histor 
bowerer,  Ruth  la  so  entwined,  that  we  cannot  reflect  on 
one  without  also  pausiiig  on  the  touching  beauty  of  die  other.  I 

The  country  of  Moah,  situated  in  tlus  north-east  part  of 
Arabia  Petnca,  was  Beporated  from  Judaia  by  the  desolate  tract 
cf  tbe  Dead  S3ea,  and  the  river  Arnon.  It  coold  not  probably 
be  Mid  ever  to  have  formed  part  of  the  land  of  Canaan  ;  but 
was  one  of  those  nations  which  the  Eternal  expressly  com- 
manded His  people  to  viyum  :  sue  Deut.  ii.  9. 

The  Dead  Sc»  was  also  the  boundary  of  the  tribe  of  Judah ; 
and  it  is  rather  n  nmarlcable  fact,  tliat  Judah  »nd  Simeon  ar» ' 
the  only  tribes  of  Isroel  who  appear  to  hare  driven  out  all  the 
ptenous  Canaanitish  possossots.  Judah  was  the  fir«t  appointed 
by  the  Most  High  to  go  tip  against  tin  land ;  and,  accompanied 
1^  hia  brother  bimeon,  erinccd  not  only  more  obedicooe,  bat 
more  valour  and  military  sldU.    Wo  do  not  road  of  them,  as 
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of  Benjamb,  Manaaieli,  Ephraiui,  Zebiilun,  Mber,  Naphtali, 
Jtod  Dan,  who,  with  scnrcely  any  li)-htiag,  eotmd  into  pMfift- 
ful  eovenante  with  tho  Cauaaitites,  and  permiUcd  thMn  to 
dwell  with  them  even  in  their  cities.  Nor,  in  cmwcciacnoo,  do 
we  tind  recorded  of  the  tribe  of  Judab  those  awful  ciiiaca  and 
vilful  idolatries  practised  by  his  brethren.  Id  ihe  early  out 
of  Jewish  biiitory,  Judah  wa,s  undoubtedly  t^  oiost  fiutUttl 
tiibe,  else  had  he  not  been  the  clio»cn  branch,  from  wbidi,  u 
God's  own  time,  will  sprios  our  Restorer  aod  Messiah. 

Elimeledi  wu  a  mou  of  tnia  raliitnt  tribe,  and,  inooDseqaeoce 
jut  a  sovl^^>  Jamioo  wluob  deraatatc-d  Judiea  fthc  puni^hutriitt 
"  I  all  probability,  of  DAtioDal cia),  he  romovea  his  familj-.oon- 
eting  of  a  wife  and  two  sons,  to  the  country  of  Mo«b,  not  £ia 
Slant  fniiii  tlioir  native  oity,  BttthlehciuJiidah  or  ^thiataih. 
"ueleohdied  in  Moab  not  very  longaft^-r  he»joura«l" 
,  hit  two  11011.%  ChilioR  and  Mnhlun,  took  them  wivm 
'voincn  of  Muiib,  and  dwclli^d  there  about  ton  ycani. 
ntiioiia  were  contrary  to  the  ^ivem  law  of  God ;  and  we 
infer  thiit,  uotwithstandinK  thv  rirtne  and  attracttflos  of  thoN 
selected,  the  act  ileelf  as  dliobedienoe  was  displeaunfi  in  tbt 
laight  of  the  Lord,  ftooi  the  early  deaths,  without  leaving 
ren,  of  Elimelech's  two  sona.  Tliis.  howcTer,  isi  a  -men 
ation  which  may  oi  may  not  be,  and  doea  not  infer  Diviae 
spleasore  agaiast  either  Orpab  or  uuth ;  aa  those  not  a 
the  Law  were  not  bound  by  its  instructions. 

Dunns  the  lifetime  of  her  husband  and  sons,  we  hear  doi 
IS  of  Naomi  ;  but  it  ia  by  her  conduct  and  sentiments 
Ivenity,  and  the  strong  ailection  borne  towards  her  by 
Mghtera-io-taw,  that  we  may  judge  of  her  previous  character. 
A  faithful  wife,  au  affectionate  mother — gentle,  moek,  troBt- 
ing — manifesting  a  isimplc,  guileless  piety  in  every  lelotioo, 
very  cireumstanoo of  life;  tuoh  ahe  mmst  have  bcwi,  or  we 
hould  Dot  find  ber  in  affliction  tliu  oharw:ter  whioh  the  Word 
God  dicplays. 

It  is  not  always  in  prosperity  that  we  discover  the  true 
of  a  tpiriliial  chaRu;ter.  Tlie  quiet  unoNtentatioua  di: 
<^doffleatiu  duly — tiic  food,  unwavering  alTeotions  of  di 
lifo— tbese  strike  un  not:  nay,  we  often  pan  them  by,  wonder 
ing  at  the  suQpUcit;^  and  tanie-apiritedueas  which  oan  reat  ooB* 
tent  in  aiich  unexciting  scenes.  But  when  adveiaitf  Mmafc 
and  strength  and  piety  ia  to  an  extraordinary  d^reeiuaplajod, 
tlicu  it  ie  we  learn  that  it  i*  in  unexcitinf  aceoHs  womaa^ 
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^mKbtcr  ia  b«et  matured  ;  and  ve  may  chance  to  envy  tboso 

I     wbom  ne  had  before  almost  desjiiHod. 

!         Ttie  heart  of  the   Hebrew   widov   ye&rned  towarda  tluk 

lovi^y  Und,  from  whii.'h  »the  had  beeu  ao  loii|t  a  willing  exilfi 

for  her  husband'a  aod  children's  Hake — yearned  towards  it,  forf 

it  wu  the  land  of  her  brethr^^n,  where  the  Lord  had  out  tip  HU< 

only  I'abeniacle ;   where  Hij«  law   had   a.v<uri;d   her  or  His 

wpocul  protection,  for  ahc  was  a  widt/w  in  Ixnvl ;  where  her 

full  heart  ootilil  iioiir  itself  before  Him  in  the  coogrcji^tion  of 

her  people — could  worship  Hiiu  in  all  points  scooraing  to  His 

Uw.    Ia  Hoab  ahe  ira«  alone  of  ber  race  aiid  faith.    No 

wonder  riM  yearDed  once  more  to  rtat  in  her  native  hind  ;  or 

that,  lonely  and  aged  as  ithe  vag,  she  shoajd  yet  set  forth  od 

the  weary  way.    Another  reason,  ako,  might  thus  liavc  ur^ed 

her :  she  heard  that  "  the  Lord  hod  visited  Hi^  people  with 

bread,"  and,  therefore,  she  waa  no  longer  guiltless  io  continuing 

to  sojourn  in  a  heathen  land. 

Accompanied  by  her  daughten,  she  departed  from  "  th« 
place  where  she  was;"  but,  an«r  going  some  little  wa>j 
together,  she  tenderly  besought  them  to  return,  each  to  ha 
nothei's  house,  praying  that  the  Lord  might  deaJ  kindly  with 
them,  even  aa  they  had  dealt  nith  the  aca<l  and  with  h«r ; 
and  grant  them  each  reitt  and  peace,  with  a  hu-'band  of  their 
own  people.  Then  she  kif^ed  them,  and  they  lilted  up  their 
Toices  and  wept,  eaying,  "  We  will  surely  return  with  thc« 
unto  thine  own  people."  They  had  lived  with  her  t«n  yea 
A  long  period  for  the  character  and  conduct  to  have  been  t 
— ^ind  we  see  what  Naomi's  must  have  been,  by  the  grief  i 
her  two  daughters — unable  to  part  with  her,  even  to  return  to] 
their  own  parenta.  To  Na^imi,  such  separation  must  also  bt(vt\ 
hecD  a  heavT  trial ;  but  she  wua  too  unstdfieih  to  wi«h  tJiem  to 
accompany  Tier  to  a  land  of  strangers.  With  renewed  tender- 
ness, then,  she  sought  to  turn  them  from  their  purpose,  telliog 
them  she  might  no  longer  give  them  husbands  ;  thtu  alluding 
to  the  law  of  her  people,  whicli  ooininaiuls  the  brother  <a 
iMarest  kinsman  of  the  deceased  to  tnkt^  unto  himself  the 
iduldJesB  wife ;  and  then  only  do  we  hear  this  mcttk  and  pious 
mother  in  Israel  revert  to  her  lu^vy  alBictign.  "  It  grieveth 
mt  much,  for  yonr  sakes,  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord  has  gone 
out  against  me."  She  recognised  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  and 
met  her  individual  sorrows  not  only  with  nncompUiaing 
ion,  but  feeling  yet  more  deeply  for  har  daughters  lliaa 
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for  heradf,  and  seeking  to  console  tbem — teavinr  her 
couBolatioD  to  Him  vlto  hud  smitten  and  would  lie&I.  Na 
«<iader  that  ha  food  words  increaaed  their  f^ef  and  l>ftj«^ 
them  weep  again  :  but  the  effect  on  tbe  sifters  waa  diffen-ut. 
Orpali  was  one  of  the  inanjr,  feeling  painfully  at  tli«  mvmcat, 
paaioiiately  desirous  to  eriuce  that  ?he  felt,  but  linble  to  bt 
ciwily  diverted  from  her  pur|>ose.  Peiietnting  no  dtepcr 
than  tli«  surface,  she,  perliaps,  believed  Naomi's  words  ■< 
neither  dt»irint;  nor  requiring  her  farther  coupany ;  ud, 
then-fore,  lejieatedly  she  kissed  her  mother-in-law  and  wept, 
but  tit  k-ngt!i  turned  back  to  her  own  home.  Much  ss  UM 
lovcd  thu  iigwl  Naomi,  oarncstl}'  M  aiie  wished  to  ecnre  her, 
she  had  t»>-  «iif!icient  firmness  and  slcAdiiteM  of  clutracter  to 
act  nfherttif,  uixl  wt  nt  uou^lil  the  pureuoeionE  of  affection. 
Gentle  and  yielding  it  waa  tuner  fur  her  to  ^rimc  tJuui  to  od  ; 
and  is  nut  tliiM  the  iiAture  of  manj  '■omen  T  They  foar  to 
abidi-  by  their  own  judgment  when  two  allcrnatiTce  are  pr^ 
aentud  to  them.  They  liesitnte  and  lin^<.-r,  fearing  to  comntit 
theiuselvM  by  decision,  and  no  arc  guided  by  a  breath.  Ao> 
customed  to  express  all  their  own  impulsee  and  fe^iup 
witliottt  regarding  otbera,  such  natures  c.\aiiot  posatbly  nnd^ 
stand  those  firmer  and  teas  eeltifih  ones,  who  would  do  violenot 
to  their  own  wishes,  to  secure  wliat  may  aeem  the  ffrHtt«r 
sbiire  of  hap|iinesa  for  another.  That  Oivab  was  one  otlhwei 
HolviM  her  conduct  far  more  ju&t]y  ana  agreeably  than  to 
Kupposc  ber,  as  many  do,  merely  profetiinff  a  lore  and  rogict 
which  site  could  not  really  frel — eUe,  she  too  would  bavo 
followed  Nnomi.  Orjiah  was  woman  in  boi  uvaJtne^ ;  Bath, 
woman  in  her  $tr«ngth;  uud  both  are  as  beautifully  tnw  to 
woman's  nature  now  as  then. 

Kuth'n  own  unselfish  character  gave  her  the  clue  to  bai 
mut1i<.T-in-law'K  words.  She  could  undcnititiid  that  Naomi 
mi^ht  m-reunde  them  to  return  home,  and  yet  cling  to  tbem 
asuer  luet  ties  on  earth.  To  Ruth,  aotion  was  betttr  tlttn 
passive  grief— deeds,  than  the  t«nderi»t  words ;  and,  there- 
fore, when  Naomi  besought  her  to  follow  ber  sister-in-law,  and 
return  to  hor  own  people,  Ruth's  sole  answer  was  oouclied  in 
words  exquisitely  iflustrativc  of  the  deep  teudemeaB,  the  fim 
devotion,  the  beautiful  difTerence  of  her  individual  character  v^ 
"  Entreat  me  not  to  leave  thee,  or  to  return  from  following 
tbce.  Wliilliei  thou  goest,  I  will  go  ;  and  where  tliou  lod^eet 
I  will  lodge.     Thy  people  shall  be  my  people,  and  tliy  Goa , 


HAOUL 


999 


my  uoi  Where  thoa  dieat,  I  wil!  die,  and  there  will  I  be 
boried.  The  Lord  do  so  to  me,  and  more  also,  if  aught  but 
d«ftth  put  ine  and  thee  !" 

Not  the  most  carefully  studied  oration  could  breathe  more 
undying,  ohuigelMS,  self'SiibmittiDR  devotion,  than  these  few 
and  ditiitvle  wotm  Naomi  was  evidently  iioor.  The  ricbeii  of 
the  Hebrews  did  not  ooneiHt  then  of  such  wealth  an  wonld 
provide  for  their  families  after  their  death — land  and  its, 
produce  oonctitutcd  their  posse«uanj! ;  and  Uictie,  where  ihi 
were  no  male^  to  cultiv&tc,  could  not  prevent  t)ie  fenikle  mr- 
vivoni  from  being  noor  as  well  as  hereaved,  Naomi's  return  U. 
her  own  land  would,  of  ooiin>c,  according  to  the  l»v  of  Qo<Lj 
aocnro  her  provision  ;  but  In  the  conMant  rebdiion  aod  dis^^ 
obedience  of  the  people,  it  wiut  tirecnrions  and  uncertain — shfl 
might  not  even  be  n-ognixd  by  her  countrymen,  bo  lone  a 
time  had  cla^d  since  she  hiJd  left  Ephnvtah.  By  net 
earnest  entrenticH  for  her  danghtere  to  rctnm,  it  is  evident  that 
Bnffidencf  and  comfort  marked  their  own  homce.  Yet  Kuth 
nnbesitatiiiKly  rengned  them  all  to  share  her  mother-in-Uw't 
fiite,  whatever  it  might  be.  Bidding  farewell  to  the  frieDdflj 
eceuee,  and  associations  of  her  youth,  not  for  a  time  but  for  m 
life,  aome  oause  for  this  pure  devoted  love  there  must  have 
been.  Ruth's  simple  words  not  only  reveal  the  beauty  of  ber 
own  character,  but  that  of  the  a^ed  NaomL  Affection  is 
erer  the  impulse  to  devotion  and  imsel&ibneas.  The  human 
beart  erer  needs  AoroethinR  to  which  so  to  cling  as  to  be  drawa 
OOt  fVom  M>If— and  Ruth  w&s  not  a  character  to  devote  her 
affection  and  enemies  to  an  unworthy  objects  We  know  what 
the  character  of  Naomi  must  luive  wen  m  those  tea  or  twclrfl 
▼cars  of  which  we  hear  nothing,  by  the  eimitlc  devotodncae  of 
Bntli  in  her  adronsity. 

And  what  a  comfort  to  that  lune  heart  must  have  been  the 
aoDthiog  words,  and  "  steadfast  mindcdneiw,"  of  the  Moabitbh 
damsel.  Must  not  she  who  wc  shall  find,  under  every  cir- 
eumstanoe  of  joy  or  grief,  louking  to  the  Lord  alone,  and 
tracing  all  things  from  Hi»  Almighty  hand,  have  felt  this 
oomfort  came  from  Him— -and  that  even  then  she  had  not 
tnuted  in  vain.  In  the  midst  of  affliction  He  sent  consolation  ; 
in  her  deepest  tonclinces  raised  up  an  earthly  friend.  Here, 
as  we  have  already  seen  in  the  lore  of  Isaac  for  Rebekab,  we 
find  the  tender  compassion  of  the  Eternal  for  His  creatures 
manifested  in  giving  human   comfort;  He  not  only  poun 
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^irituAl  balm  into  tlie  Undine  heart,  but  pniTides  mil. 
being  on,  whom  its  quivering  aSections  may  again  timt  rest, 
wd  whose  faitlifnl  ]ove  shal]  fill  the  aclung  vaid.  To  the 
bereaved  irife  and  mother,  l«ft  in  her  old  a^  alone,  a  witfacnd 
tree  from  nbich  every  leaf  and  flower  baa  f;oae,  with  do  bopa 
of  evor  beariiiK  mure,  Kuth'a  affection  mtul  have  been  indeed 
s  preoiotui  balm.  Without  her  Naomi  had  been  tUont,  and  0 
at  all  times  bow  fmirful  ia  the  Mitfcriiig  iooluded  in  that  word  I 
Tat  more  in  the  adreraity  of  bereavement  and  old  age  I 

We  do  Dut  hear  how  long  tlic-  trnvellers  jounMyed,  but  Holy 
Writ  simply  ^'ct  furcibty  hrlne<  before  us  the  wondn  and 
Bympatby  cJtciti.'d  by  the  Bc-tlUehcmitcs  on  Namni's  Ktuni, 
"and  it  came  to  piuw  when  they  were  come  to  fitthlehem, 
tiiat  all  the  city  was  mavtxl  about  thnn,  and  they  said,  "  Is 
this  Naomi  t'  Can  wc  not  fancy  the  whole  city  flocking  to 
look  upon  tbe  trarcllcrs,  to  discover  if  indeed  the  rumour  ui 
Kaomi  e  rctnra  coald  be  correct — and  anxious,  if  it  were,  to 
give  her  kindly  welcome  ?  Struck  by  her  look  of  years  and 
Borrow,  remembering  her  only  a&  the  fair  and  pleafaut-laoktng 
wifeof  Etimelech  then  in  her  freshest  prime,  marveltiog  ODSto 
another.  Can  this  indeed  be  Naomi  ?  It  is  a  complete  picture 
of  that  primitive  union  of  family  and  tribe,  peooliar  to  early 
Judaixm.  Men  were  not  then  so  eni^oaaed  with  sdf  as  to  fed 
no  sympathy,  no  intertdt,  out  of  their  own  coofined  ciidei 
Tbey  could  apare  both  time  and  feulinfc  to  "be  moved"  at  Uia 
return  of  a  conutTy-womaii  who  haii  Ukkh  ahtu;iit  so  long ;  and 
to  grieve  with  her  at  tiioNU  heavy  uftlicttonit  which  caused  ho 
to  reply  to  their  ciifi'^r  greeliiigs,  "  Call  me  not  Naomi,  call  me 
Mara,  for  the  Almiyhty  hnth  ilcftlt  vcr>-  bitterly  wish  me — I 
went  out  full,  and  the  Lord  liatli  I'Mught  me  home  a^ain 
empty.  Why  then  call  yc  mc  N;.omi,  seeing  that  the  Cord 
hatD  teatitied  against  me,  and  the  AIniit;tity  hath  afflicted  uet" 

Again  we  find  Naomi  in  meek  submission  referring  all  the 
events  of  her  life  to  her  God,  yet  uttering  no  complaint.  She 
alludes  to  her  heavy  afllictiona  indeed — alludaa  to  them  at 
(ifflutioru,  as  God  Himself  ordained  :  not  a.i  nome  entbastatl* 
would  seek  to  persuade  us,  that  all  bereavements  an  to  be 
considered  joys,  and  so  received  with  thanksgiving  and  pnuse ; 
that  pain  is  not  to  he  pain  if  f<ent  by  the  hand  of  the  Lord. 
This  is  not  the  spirit  of  the  Jewish  religion  as  tanght  awl 

Jraetiwd  in  the  Bible.     Our  Father  demands  not  mob  violenoe 
one  to  the  heart  which  He  hath  so  moTtufnIly  tod  ao  wifla|y 


with  such  vut  CftpabtUtiea  of  niewure  and  of  pain.     Ho 

AiDAndii  not  th&t  Borrow  13  to  W  looked  on  nn  joy — and  joy  to 
bo  diupiud  as  leadiiiK  n*  ^r  Troui  Him.  Wlit^n  He  tries  n»  in 
Affliction,  when.'  would  be  it»  sjiirltiinl  inipruvemunt  iu  faith 
mnd  suhmiwiun,  if  wi;  are  to  u'i-)ci>ni(!  it  msioyt  Where  would 
be  the  Iriftl  of  pain,  if  it  he  nut  pain  ?  No,  God  lofC*  U8  toal 
well  to  forbid  the  liealiiig  And  saving  iiiSiiVDOU  of  thatholy^ 

f;rief,  which,  without  <l<'l»o)iinK  u«  from  the  cwcet  and  lovely 
ioksof  UUtb  tliAt  He  Hiinselt  vouchsafed,  will  yet  lend  tu  tO 
Him,  convinced  that  He  atHict^  for  our  eternal  good  ;  that  He 
iu:t«,  even  in  bcroATemeiil,  through  His  chsiig«l<ss  lore,  aDd 
that  lie  who  smote,  in  lUa  own  time  will  hml.  No  boitow  hM 
T«t  been  soothed  by  the  vain  philosophy  which  would  eeok  to 
Insen  either  its  pang  or  its  cxtunt  'flii'  sufferer  miut  we«p 
and  mourn  ftwhife  ;  but  if  it  bo  in  the  spirit  of  Naomi  tliera 
will  still  be  comfort  found. 

Naomi  makes  no  complaint :  but  how  deeply  she  feeU  tho 
coDtnst  between  her  return  to,  and  her  departure  from,  Beth- 
lehem, we  rcftd  in  her  eluJnkiag  from  the  name  of  her  youth, 
which,  signifving  pleasantness,  sweetneos,  and  grAce,  t*o  pain- 
fully recallea  the  daj-a  when  those  terms  were  apijlicabte,  not 
only  to  the  charms  of  her  personal  character,  but  ine  pleasant 
Ztos  and  sweetnesA  of  her  daily  life.  Bittcmesa  and  eadueas 
weifi  more  applicable  to  her  t>reiieut  lot,  than  the  sweetueaa  and 
joyaaoe  which  bad  chnracteriaed  it  heretofore  ;  aud  therefore 
■be  Inds  them  call  her  Mar.th — but  it  is  not  complaint :  it  is 
but  t}ie  natural  shrinlctn;;  of  humanity  from  tlie  memory  of 
tbc  past,  contrasted  with  the  sufferinji  of  the  pre^nt 

It  was  at  the  bei;tniiin^  of  the  barley  hnr^'etit  Naomi  and  hef 

liter-iii-law  arrived  at  Bethh-hem.    There,  it  appears  fruia 

cuDt«xt,  the  former  !u>u;;ht  a  retired  and  very  humble 

vcllini;.     Notwithstanding  that  she  h.%d  a  wealthy  kinsman, 

of  the  f.iuiilv  of  Elimelech,  who,  had  she  applied  to  him,  waa 

'buond  by  tnc  law  to  give  her  all  the  relief  sli«  needed,  the 

gentle,  nnaastiming  nature  of  the  widow  preferred  retirement 

juullowlineeator^imtnathe  attention  of  her  wealthy  kiiL'^mau. 

The  contrast  between  their  respective  poutions  wa.4  too  ^reat ; 

— ^nd  how  boatitifully  di'e.'t  thiri  ^hrinkiii^  from  makiii>;  heraelf 

known  ti^  Boaz,  or  even  fn>m  revealinc;  his  existence  to  Ruth, 

tii-tray  her  jfcntle  dignity  and  that  self-esteem  ever  ]>roceedi[w 

e>m  true  pietv )  The  character  of  Naomi  is  consistent  iu  aU 
I  puiii,  forcibly  marking  one  who.  from  youth  to  age,  we* 
iind  trite  to  herself  and  to  her  Goo. 
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The  Iwly  nairatton  tells  ua  ttt&t "  it  wm  Rath't  iap  to  light 
on  »  part  of  tlie  field  belougiiift  to  Boat."  Had  she  known  Its 
o«u  oonnectioii,  her  refineuient  and  dulicMy  of  fvdine  wodd 
havu  le<l  Iwr  to  uiy  i}tJi«r  field  in  prefvrcnce.  Tbe  irhwe  aceoo 
vliich  fullowH  13  H.  DKMt  beautiful  iiluetntioo  of  tlw  domestio 
mannun  and  ciisl:4>iuit  of  tbc  eiirly  Jem,  And  ott  in  exact  accor- 
dftDce  with  tho  ^ivcii  law.  TItu  kind  and  conciliator}'  tnAUDer 
of  Boac,  "  the  ini^fhty  man  i>f  wunlth,"  to  his  dopcndaau  ;  bb 
solatation,  and  tht-ir  reply ;  uvioco  how  completely  the  thoimht 
and  lecoUectioii  of  the  God  of  Israel  was  entwined  with  (he 
daily  work  of  His  people.  The  intimate  acquaintance  which 
Boat  must  havo  had  with  all  his  huuschold,  male  and  feinaK 
from  his  instant  discovery  of  the  youthful  stranger,  aitd  tli» 

7ly  of  th«  i«aper9,  all  breathe  a  retiuement  and  civUtsatKW 
feeling  and  action,  found  at  this  period  only  amidst  tlia 
(KOjile  of  tbe  Lord. 

Doaz  cotiHrmed  the  kindness  of  his  dependants  by  addreaung 
Kuth  in  words  of  most  gentle  courtesy,  peculiarly  adapted  to 
ic-aasure  and  soothe  her.  He  not  only  telU  ber  to  glean  ia 
hia  Held  alone — there  was  nu  need  for  her  to  go  lartlier^hiit 
t»  abide  by  bi»  maidens,  thus  removing  uitcontcioasly  all 
painful  feeling  on  her  being  a  Moabltjsh  stnwger,  which  wontd 
keep  her  aloof.  He  told  her  too  to  follow  cIom  after  the 
reapers,  that  she  should  receive  nuithur  harshness  nor  insult, 
ua  when  she  wan  atliinst,  to  drink  freely  from  that  which  tlw 
yoaii|^  men  had  drawn. 

With  the  respect  ever  proffered  to  real  goodncES,  and  u* 
tonished  at  such  unexpcctcid  kindness^  Ruth  replied  iu  wards 
the  meckvesa  and  humilitv  of  which  increased  Boax'a  prepoa- 
Be^ion  ill  her  favour,  ana  conlirmed  all  which  muiour  bad 
already  proclaimed  concerning  her.  "  Why  have  I  found  avtfit 
in  thy  eyes,"  she  said,  "  that  thou  shouldst  take  this  knowfedgo 
of  me,  aeehin  I  am  a  stranger  ? "  And  )iow  intuit  her  heart 
have  throbbed  with  natural  nlea-iure  at  Booz'a  rejoinder,  "  It 
hath  been  fully  ahewed  nie  all  that  thou  Itast  done  unto  thy 
mother-in-law,  since  the  deatli  uf  thine  huaband  :  liow  thon 
hast  left  father  and  mother,  and  tlte  lund  of  thy  nativity,  and 
art  come  unto  a  people  which  thou  kiiewcat  not  hcretofon. 
The  Lord  recompense  thy  work,  and  a  (uU  reward  be  given 
tiiee  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  under  whose  wings  tliou  art 
come  to  trust."  Dcscr%-cd  approbation  it  sweet,  however  soma 
stem  Stoics  may  say  tliat  virtue  is  its  own  reward ;  and  if 
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MP*cioiicc  appraT(4  wo  need  no  more.  Ruth  most  at  onoe 
have  felt  tliot  it  KM  not  the  in«r«  kindoen  springing  rmm  a 
good  heart  which  dictntod  Biiaz's  conduct  to  her,  but  that  iht 
vas  known  aud  apprvcintcd,  etmngor  u  she  was.  A  coarser 
and  moie  worldir  naturo  than  that  <if  Boat,  even  white  it  equally 
bene6t«d,  woulu  have  exalted  itit^f.  not  the  being  it  served  ; 
would  have  manifesteil  kimhiois  only  because  it  woiiM  obtaia 
per^tnal  praise,  and  care  little  foi  the  feeling  of  the  [leraoa 
served,  uoaz,  on  the  contrary,  removed  the  idea  of  obli^iitiaa 
to  himself  by  elevating  Rath,  aiid  making  her  believe  thnt  to 
her  own  virtue,  not  to  his  kindneea,  she  owed  the  attention  ah* 
received.  "  Let  roe  still  find  favotir  in  thy  ugfat,  my  LoTd," 
was  her  j^teful  reply ;  "  for  thou  hast  cainfort«d  me,  and  ha«t 

Solcen  uieucily  to  thine  hanHmaid,  though  I  be  not  like  one  of 
ine  own  hftndniaiilt!n.i."  We  never  find  Ruth  forgetting  hat 
origin,  nor  in  unv  vmy  asiuming  the  privilegtit  which  her 
aoccptancv  of  ami  bclier  in  Nu»mis  God  might  naturally  lutve 
Msi^«d  h«r^  a  lowliness  which  secured  her,  unasked,  the 
privilegw  which,  ^m  a  contnuy  conduct,  would,  no  doubt, 
naro  been  reiiiBed. 

Not  content  with  desiring  her  freely  to  abare  the  meal  pro- 
vided for  Ilia  reapers,  Boaz  himself  reached  her  the  "parched 
eoro " — seeing  that  she  ate  till  she  was  safficed:  and  wnen  she 
lOM  up  agaio  to  glean,  be  gave  orders  to  let  her  gleau  amid 
the  aheaves,  and  reproach  her  not.  aud  also  "  to  let  fall  some 
bandfuls  on  puruose  for  her."  Hia  generosity  aud  her  own 
petsereranoe  enaoled  her  to  take  home  an  ephaii  of  barley. 
iai  Naoini,  eaoer  to  bring  her  child  refreahnient,  not  know  iug 
bow  she  might  have  fvred  during  the  day,  "  brought  forth  ana 
gave  to  her  tJie  food  which  »hc  hiid  rvwrvcd  for  her,"  affection- 
kt«ly  askinji  from  her,  at  the  samo  time,  where  and  what  sht 
bad  deaned,  and  fervently  ble«siug  him  who  hiul  thus  tjikeo 
bwrncdgeof  her.  Ruth's  reply  elicited  n  buret  of  thanksgiving 
from  Naomi.  "  BIcg§od  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  not  left  off  his 
biodneas  to  the  living  aud  the  dead."  She  felt  it  wa«  uo 
ehaoce,  but  her  God,  who  had  guided  Ruth  to  the  field  of 
their  kinsman,  and  infused  his  heart  with  kindii»a  towards 
her.  Convinced  now  that  their  restoration  to  their  rights 
would  be  brought  about  by  the  direct  agency  of  her  Qod,  she 
no  longer  scrupled  to  impart  to  Ruth  the  near  ralationHhip  of 
Boai;  and  when  Ruth  repeated  his  injuoctiona  to  keep  fast 
by  hia  jOBDg  DUD  until  they  had  ended  all  hiahar(e«X>,'^«Am, 
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8tiII  tmcinc  divine  agency,  gladly  n'lilied,  "It  la  good,  my 
dnughUr,  that  tliou  ga  out  with  hm  luuidcii*.  tli»t  tlu-jr  mert 
thM  not  in  itny  other  field."  And  Ktilh,  in  iinquestioDing 
obedience,  "  k«pt  fiut  by  th«  inntdiMin  of  B»iu,  U>  cloui  onto 
the  end  of  the  iHitk-y  mid  wlifjit  liiin,-wt,  nnd  dwult  witli  htn 
mothw-in-law."  Nut  all  lliitt  wjw  in  all  probability  reported 
of  her  derotion  and  boiiuly,  oimld  tempt  her  to  turn  luide  &0B 
her  lowly  path  of  uHefuhic«(  luid  givxl.  Novelty  aod  chance 
could  have  had  no  glnre  for  her.  or  she  mieht  have  restlesJy 
longed  to  join  the  gJeoDcn  of  other  fields.  Slie  was  too  grateful 
for  the  friendly  kindne«  of  Boax.  too  devoted  to  her  mother- 
in-Uv,  to  wigh  to  go  beyond  the  field  of  the  former,  or  the 
huroblo  house  of  the  latter.  "Where  thou  lodgest  I  will  lodge," 
she  had  said,  aud  her  words  were  but  the  index  of  her  actions. 

But  the  time  had  now  eome  when  her  earthly  lot  was  to 
undergo  a  material  change^  Naomi,  who  bad,  in  &11  pro- 
bability, passed  the  intervening  dava  in  thought  and  ttrayer. 
determined  on  seeking  the  rest  and  proapetity  of  her  devntea 
daughter,  according  to  the  dictates  of  the  law.  She  therefore 
gave  Ruth  the  necessary  directions — directions  which  to  itt 
may  appear  strange,  and  even  revolting,  but  whichseem,  in  tbe 
time  of  Naomi,  to  have  been  authorised  by  custom. >and  tlicrc- 
fore  containing  nothing  whatever  indelicate  or  forward.  To 
Ruth,  as  a  Moabitea-t,  the  whole  proceeding)*  might  Iiato  CbH 
unii-'ttial,  and  ^rhapa  even  i>aiuful ;  but  wc  tiavo  neitlMr 
remark  nor  hesitation.  She  asks  not,  wherefore,  but  simply 
says, "  All  that  thou  sayeat  unto  me  I  will  do."  ^e  Eu 
jtrmied  the  affection  and  wisdom  of  ber  inothcr-in-law  maoh 
too  long  to  doubt  them  now,  however  her  own  feelings  awl 
judgment  might  shrink  from  the  course  of  action  proposed. 
Ifaomi's  influence  had  ever  been  that  of  Unv,  not  of  authority, 
and  thercforv  was  she  ever  kmtc  of  unqucstioDuig  obedience. 

tturaon  toeans  Naomi  refused  not  toadopt.but  etill  she  left  the 
entire  md  of  these  meant  to  the  justice  and  mercy  of  hei  God. 
She  know  that  in  Hiji  hand  was  the  heart  of  Boas,  and  thereCoie 
she  merely  told  Ktith  how  to  obtain  his  attention,  leaving  it  tb 
him  "  to  tell  thee  what  thou  shatt  do  ;  "  convinced  tliat  tlie 
Lord,  in  whom  she  trusted,  would  order  the  end  ai^fat. 

All  t'lok  place  as  she  had  anticipated. 

Waking  in  terror  at  niduight — a  terror  not  a  little  incnued 
by  finding  some  one  lying  at  nis  feet^ — Bonz  demanded,  "  Who 
an  thoa  t "  and  leoenrea  such  a  reply  as  at  oDoe  cauned  his 
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afliigbt,  and  miacd  him  to  »  renewal  of  nil  the  noblcncas 
and  generwitv  of  his  char&cter  Some  of  our  Hebrew  trans- 
kton  of  this  twok  BUppoBc  Ruth's  words,  "  Spread,  therefore, 
thy  skirt  over  thine  handmaid,  for  thou  art  a  iicur  kinsman." 
to  Bignify,  "  Give  me  thy  protectioo  as  a  husband  ■  "  and,  aa 
Bucb,  w«a  in  exact  accoriknce  with  th«  law,  ne  rather  incLiue 
to  wards  the  opinion. 

The  reptj-  of  Boas  reassured  the  tremhlin?  mippliant;  for 
st«adil]-  ahe  had  adhered  to  the  straight  pato  of  duty, 
"  followed  odtlier  yoang  men,  neither  rich  uor  ixMr,"  ao  that 
the  whole  cit^  "knew  that  she  waa  a  virtiioii.i  woman."  He 
proceeded  to  infonu  her  that  he  wan  indeed  their  near  kinaman, 
out  titere  was  one  ftttll  tiearer,  whoHe  duty  it  voa  to  perform 
the  hasbftnd'ii  part ;  but  that  if  lie  refused,  even  he,  Boaj^ 

5 ledf[efl  himself  to  do  »■>,  m  the  Lord  liveth,  bidding  her  lie 
own  till  mortiiiii^ ;  but  eiv  the  liiij-  broke  80  that  one  could 
rcco;:iiii«  Atiolhcr,  Ruth  Ti)8C  to  depart,  encouraged  so  to  do 
by  him  with  whom  she  bad  «o  fearlewly  trusted  licrM^lf,  nud 
wbiwc  aiK  fur  her  reputation  was  tender  and  thoughtful  an  • 
brotlier'a.  NordidheGendhorawayeinpty.  Fearful  leet  she  and 
ber  nother-in-law  might  be  in  want  ere  t)ie  bunnoas  could  be 
Mttled,  he  fiUcd  her  vtil  with  six  mewnres  of  barley,  with 
which  sbc  relumed  to  her  home;  and  Naomi  bid  her  nt calmly 
down  until  they  knew  how  the  matter  would  falL 

There  is  no  need  to  tTanscribo  the  events  ''etailed  in  the 
fourth  chapter,  from  the  Ist  to  the  12th  verse.  A  reference 
to  the  word  of  God  itself  is  all  that  is  needed  on  the  part  of 
oor  readeiB,  to  impress  them  forcibly  with  the  beautiful  picture 
of  tile  fflanners  and  customs  of  our  anccstora  which  it  prusenta. 
The  gate  of  the  city  was  always  the  place  of  public  judj^ment^ 
tlut  all  the  people  mi^ht  be  aware  of  what  van  goin^  on,  ana 
give  tbeir  sannigeB,  and  nitneeis  for  or  a;^aiii.tt.  Thither  Boax 
Tepaired  the  very  nest  momiiij;  after  hLi  interview  with  Hutli, 
and  sat  htm  down,  waiting;  tUc.  ai)pearauce  of  the  ir^rmu  he 
bad  named  aa  the  nearer  of  kin  than  bimHclf.  Ho  hailed  him 
oo  his  approach,  Aud  the  man  willingly  turned  luide  from  his 
intendeu  path,  and  .^at  down  by  the  gate.  Bonx  next  uweinbled 
ten  elders,  and  nUted  hh  buxinen.  The  Ik-ld  which  Naomi 
visbed  disposed  of,  the  kinsman  seemed  willing  to  redeem; 
but  the  remainder  of  his  duty,  to  raiec  up  the  name  of  the 
(lead  to  biH  inheritance,  lie  refused,  on  the  ph^a  lliat  to  do  so 
would  iotertere  with  liis  own  inlicritanco ;  retjuiring  Boos,  in 
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«(iaBe^«Dee  to  redeem  the  right  for  hiuuelf,  u  he,  th«  oeuot 
IdasauD,  could  not ;  looKning  at  the  saute  time  ha  that  or 
^T*  aa  aomc  oommenutora  believe — and  giviog  it  to  hii 
neighbour,  m  confinnattoo  of  his  word*.  Bou  tlicu  addreewd 
the  elders  awl  Uic  people,  bidding  them  be  wito<'sa  that  he 
bad  porchaMd  of  the  Uiui'l  of  Naomi  all  that  was  BUmeleeh'a, 
(Ebon's,  and  Mahlon'e,  aixl  R»th,  the  wife  of  Hablon,  to  be 
bis  wife,  that  ho  might  lui.^e  up  the  name  of  the  d«Ad,  aod  M 
let  it  not  be  cut  off  from  his  bfcthien,  or  the  gate  of  his  plaea 
And  the  elders  of  the  people  bore  witness  jojrfiilly,  oonpled 
with  earnest  aspiratioDS  that  the  Lohd  might  make  the  wotnaa 
he  had  chMBD,  like  Rachel  and  like  If?ah,  who  bad  built  «p 
the  houae  of  Israel ;  and  that  he  hunself  might  "  do  woarthilf 
in  Bphratah,  and  be  &moki&  in  fietblebem." 

And  no  he  was ;  for  aa  the  great-grandJather  of  Daiid,  th* 
name  uf  Boas  most  indeed  be  Mill  bmoQs  in  Judah,  and  dear 
to  Israel  The  uncomplaining  submiwion  and  lowly  trust  ol 
Naomi,  and  the  filial  obedience  and  devotion  of  Ruth,  were 
both  alUce  rewarded  ;  for  the  Utter  not  only  became  the  wife 
of  the  gcneroos  and  noble-mindrd  Boai,  bat,  in  dnc  course  of 
time,  wd  gmsted  her  a  aoo  ;  and  Naomi,  who  had  belisnd 
herself  but  a  witheTO<l  branch,  to  which  neither  jn^  nor  fnu^ 
fiilnesB  might  ever  return,  "  took  the  child,  and  laid  it  on  her 
boeom,  and  bcc-.<ime  nnrsc  to  it."  We  may  read  in  the  lively 
greetings  of  the  women  of  Bethlehem,  the  joy  which  thia  event 
oooaitioued,  and  their  aSectionate  sympathy  in  Naomi's  pr^ 
nous  affliction.  "  Bletned  be  the  Lord, '  they  said,  "  who  hath 
not  left  tbee  this  day  without  a  kinsman,  that  his  name  ta^ 
be  famous  in  Ixrael.  And  he  ahall  be  unto  tbee  a  restorer  m 
life,  and  a  nounVher  of  thine  old  age,  for  thy  daughter-in* 
law,  who  lovt^th  thee,  and  who  is  btttrr  to  thtt  Man  «mm  imii; 
hath  borne  him," 

How  beautifully  do  these  words  express  the  women  of  Israel's 
appreciation  and  love  of  tbo  ra^ntle  Moabiteas  I  The  biibe 
would  be  a  restorer  of  Naomi's  life,  and  a  cheriaher  of  her  old 
oge,^  h4  UU4  RtUk't  ton.  She  who  had  been  to  Naomi 
better  than  teven  sons  (in  the  Hebrew  the  nnmber  is  unlimited), 
would  not  fail  to  rear  up  ber  child  in  such  virtue  and  holiness 
aa  would  make  his  name  indeed  precious  in  Israel,  and  a 
hlcniing  to  his  grandmother.  Not  can  we  doubt  that  the 
affection  and  devotednees  marking  their  mnto&l  mteroourM  la 
adversity,  was  IcflBened  in  prosperity.    The  love  which  bad 
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been  so  mutualljr  proved,  iru  Dot  VAtAy  to  decicom,  but  would 
rather  deepen  vitli  ov<My  pnssin^  ycir. 

With  the  ge&ealog)'  of  Boos,  down  to  David,  this  most  in- 
tereetiDK  book  ooscludes ;  and  lwfor«  we  proceed  to  notice  the 
beautiful  lessons  of  domestic  life  which  it  inculcates,  <re  would 
eodeavoarto  prove  how  mistaken  is  the  objection,  sometimea 
brought  fmrnira,  that  Ruth,  a  Moabilees,  should  have  Wen 
the  ADoestrosa  of  David  the  elected  servant  of  the  Lord.  When 
Buth  reaigfoed  alike,  home,  parents,  and  tbegoda  of  her  youtli, 
ahe  voluntarily  engrafled  beraelf  upon  the  children  of  (tod ; 
aud  we  know  that  Hiich  engraftiiig  wa^  iiennitted,  not  only 
from  (he  Law,  but  frDin  ita  aner«zplauattun  by  the  propiicta. 
In  the  Ltiw  we  re]ieatcdly  find  the  coinmaud  to  nave  the 
«>yiw  aiiM,  even  of  those  uAttoiis  whom  tliey  wwne  cuin- 
msindeil  to  vxterniiuate,  that  they  mi^Iit  bo  bruiiKht  to  the 
wotshtp  of  the  One  true  Qod,  and  multiply  hracl.  In  th« 
Fn>plict«  we  rod,  th«t  those  of  the  stranger,  whether  male  oc 
fenule,  who  voluntarily  aocopted  tlic  covenants  of  the  Loid, 
■ad  kept  His  sabbaths  and  appointed  feasts  and  ordinancesk 
even  had  they  been  only  euonchs  before,  were  (see  Isaiali, 
chu).  Uvi,  8-8).  instead  of  being  despised,  to  receive  «  plaoo 
ama  mune  in  Ilia  house,  better  even  than  sons  and  daut;hters, 
•D  everlasting  name  which  shall  not  be  cut  off,  to  be  bronght 
to  the  h<ily  moantain,  and  made  joj-ful  in  His  house  of  prayer ; 
and  their  btimt  offenngs  and  aacrihces.  the  essential  privilege 
of  the  Hulv  People,  accepted  on  Gixl's  altar.  In  tlie  Law, 
too,  we  Gild  repeated  injunctions, — "  love  ye  the  stranger,  for 

Ee  were  strangers  in  the  land  of  Eg)'iit ;"  and  by  the  whot« 
btoiy  of  Kuth,  we  see  how  precisely  ibia  law  waa  obeyed. 
Bbe  WM  one  of  tlioM  comiri);  under  the  denomination  of 
"  the  stranger,"  and  who  yet,  from  hur  acceptance  of  the  Lord's 
snbbntlis,  covenants.  &c.,  all  of  which  Li  implied  in  her  own 
words,  "  thy  God  shall  bo  my  God,"  deserved  aitd  noeived  tlie 
pdvilogcs  cniimcrnteJ  nhi>vc. 

81m  was  yet  more  than  a  daughter  in  His  sight,  because  her 
aoo^tance  of,  and  obedience  to.  the  Law,  were  entirely  volun- 
tary :  not  merely  received  from  education  and  as  hcritjige. 
That  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons,  we  read  throughout  tho 
whole  of  His  chaug'^leas  word.  Faithfulness  and  virtue,  the 
A#tirt — but  neither  birtli  nor  appearance — -ire  valued  by  Him. 
And  when,  therefore,  Ruth  turns  from  all  the  associations  and 
aocoea  of  her  youth,  to  adopt  and  accept  the  religion  of  Naomi, 
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'  laad}-  ^"t  M  "wttr.  if  bp*  ««■  aon  so,  to  be  Ah 
I  flf  Thnd,  dttii  tM  IbMl  dannduita  of  Abnhwa, 
vlto  ven  laaelitfla,  becMM  God  hftd  aaketei  Uwat  so  to  be; 
met  for  tbeir  own  nkee,  or  their  o«b  woctl^  but  Binpljr  for  tim 
ten  He  bon,  ukI  tbe  pcoaiee  Be  mtAi .  luto  His  &TOBnd 
■gwate.  Batb  becaiae  aa  laaeGte  ban  wttimlary  adoptiam. 
Btt  filial  dcTDtioa  ud  revetenca  n  the  moet  eouiiisitc  illne- 
tntioe  of  Aov  «be  not  onljr  leeestod,  but  obe^fea  tbe  Law ; 
ud,  froiii  the  dbaacter  of  Dstu,  atill  more  thui  ereo  hit 
■daetioB,  w«  nuj  eaahr  infiR',  hor  &itfafdUr  she  not  ooijf 
Atjmi  tbe  Liw  hoself,  Mt  tiunutted  it  to  her  dcaoeodutl, 
1b^  tiw  Eternal  riwald  bave  aelec<«ii  a  king  whoae  BW^ 
gmodmother  waa  of  Hoabittah  deaoen^  eanaot,  then,  we  Uiinl^ 
with  ooy  Jsitaee  be  brangbt  forwaid  ••  matt«r  either  of  wcodar 
«r  olljaotioa.  If  it  wm  nnUwfol  for  an7  itnu^  to  be  en- 
nafted  opon  Israel  we  thould  not  find  m>  amnj  Uvi  Kgaidiaft 
"  the  atruger  "  in  the  Moaaio  code  iUelf,  aor  their  pracHtM 
tammgHtary  in  liaiah,  a«  qnoted  above.  Her  virtue  and  good* 
Deli  gave  her  fiiTOvr  iu  the  agbt  alike  of  Qod  aad  man,  and 
nnimed  her  worthy  of  being  the  ancestress  of  that  hol^  line 
whoDCfl  the  Heanah  himself  wrill  spring — while  her  roluntai^ 
■eoeptance  of  the  God,  and  of  ooorae  the  faith,  of  Zfaomi, 
nmoTcd  from  her  own  Moabituih  birth  all  reproach,  and  nva 
htf  jet  a  deantr  name  in  the  ejm  of  God  and  <m  his  people  Uub 
CTcn  that  of  daughter. 

To  ofl,  aa  women  of  Israel,  the  whole  book  of  Rntb  teem 
with  onapeakable  ooosolation  and  support  It  is  a  picture  ao 
vivid  of  the  ouuuters,  cnstoms,  ajw,  and  even  fcclincs  of  Israd 
at  thnt  ^riol,  that  even  Gentile  writers  an  struck  t)}-  it,  and 
lefor  to  It  with  high  eulogiams  on  its  touching  beauty,  and  im- 
pwasive  tratli.  Shall  we  then  valne  it  less,  and  refuse  to  dnw 
irom  it  tlic  etrong  oonGnoatioD  which  it  contains  of  onr  con* 
tested  point — the  refined  and  elevated  position  of  the  women 
of  lemel  themselves^  and  the  tender  yet  respectful  oonaidenvtioa 
with  which  thoy  were  recarded  by  their  brethren  '.  Will  any 
one  point  of  Naomi's  chaiactcr  permit  us  to  suppoee,  that 
during  hcT  husband's  lifetime  she  was  merely  a  slave,  with 
neither  religious,  moral,  nor  intellectaal  training^  Had  she 
lieeii  such  in  Elimc^loch's  lifetime,  such  she  must  hare  remained, 
lustviul  of  which,  from  her  dcleriiuDatioa  to  return  to  her  own 


SAOHL  S87 

land,  KRii  worahip  Itor  God  onoc  more  KinoDgst  h«r  own  pcopio, 
we  pvrci-ivc  thftt  eJic  was  h  wooutn  of  strong  miiid  and  uiit'nil- 
ing  enurgr ;  irhilo  from  thu  aflbction  of  both  her  sods'  wivcsr 
w^  tbc  (ii'^votiuii  of  one.  we  mast  equally  infer  that  slie  pos- 
BMsed,  and  in  her  domestic  duties  mufit  have  displayed,  such 
viinuDg  aud  amiable  qualities,  as  to  call  such  atl'itction  forth ; 
these  characteristics,  and  all  which  follow — the  retioed  aod  n> 
tiring  dignity,  the  correct  judgmeDt^  aud  also  the  patient  faith 
in  her  God — all  were  quite  incompatible  with  a  degraded  posi- 
tion either  individually  or  aocially.  It  is  very  clear,  then,  that 
not  in  any  received  Law  of  Israel  cnuM  the  position  of  the 
women  of  Israel  have  been  that  which  uur  eiiemiea  so  ignoranily 
Kport.  If  two  Laws  were  iu  action  at  tiiis  period,  one  must 
have  been  an  exact  rejietition  of  the  uthcr,  or  in  a  book  like  that 
of  Huth,  so  strikingly  illuHtrutive  u.'  the  national  character 
and  customs,  eome  (iifTi-rence  muat  have  bi'eu  disceniible. 

If,  then,  the  charge  on  uioduru  Jiidaittui  be  rtiolly  founded  on 
•pparent  truth,  it  munt  be  a  atate  of  thiufcs  brought  about  by 
the  awful  horrors  of  persecution,  luid  their  natural  efTt-ct  in 
Burrowing  aud  bnitali»ing  the  human  mind.  In  all  that  relate* 
to  Ruth  too,  wo  Mc  the  real  light  in  which  thu  Hebrvw  woman 
was  regarded,  rery  clearly.  We  should  not  lind  her  filial  it- 
TotioD  and  individual  goodness  so  appreciated  by  all  the  Bt^h- 
Icbnaites,  female  as  well  as  male,  were  not  virtue  and  gocHlnesft 
in  woman  subjects  of  admiration,  of  cherishing,  and  n»^ccL 
It  was  not  only  in  obedience  to  the  Law,  which  commanded 
lore  and  kindness  to  be  shown  towards  the  stranger,  that  Boax 
to  enooaiaged  and  cberiohed  her  when  fmt  gleaning  in  his  field. 
H«  expressly  states  the  wherefore,  becatue  of  her  devotion  to 
her  mother-in-law,  and  her  having  given  up  her  father's  gods  to 
accept  Hiu  umlt^r  whoite  wiugx  she  had  come  to  trust  "A  full 
reword  tholl  be  given  thee  from  the  Lord,"  be  ^t»  ;  thus 
marking  her  u  accepted  and  cherished  by  tied  na  well  as  man. 
The  most  reverential  yet  fatherly  core  marks  tbc  whole  of  bis 
«onduct  towards  her ;  and  here  we  see  very  strongly  marked 
the  obedience  to  the  law  instituted  for  the  bcnclit  of  the 
stmngcr ;  ho  not  only  "  showed  kindneu,"  but  literally  left  for 
her  the  "  gleanings  of  his  field." 

The  third  chapter  of  the  sacred  stoiy  most  em|^atically 
(Roree  the  superiority  of  morality  and  civilisation  in  Israel, 
OTOT  the  known  world.  In  what  other  nation  could  Rutli 
bare  so  trmted  herself  as  she  did  to  the  honour  and  justice  of 


Jl 


39S 


THB  VOMSX  or  tSJUSL. 


Boitc  T  How  fuUr  miut  Naomi  bsn  ben  jwared  or  the  wftfy 
of  bcr  cliild,  or  bow  conld  she  hare  coangdlcid  such  a  mode  of 
proceeding  I  Kod  how  complewlv  she  wm  JDstifi«<l  in  her  cob- 
fideooe,  we  re&d  in  Boat's  atixi«t]r  to  wve  Buth  rrom  &I1  in- 
mlttng  rMDU-ks,  by  kttitig  it "  not  be  known  that  s  wonu  bad 
been  to  tlie  Boor.*'^ 

Amin,  in  Bonx's  instant  pQtsoance  of  Roth's  sait,  we  raj 
de»r[j  perceive  that  women  must  hare  beea  considered  of  some 
acocitiut;  and  also  another  important  uoint  in  a  natiooal  view, 
BiKixa  «xft«t  obedience  to  the  fonnuia  of  the  Law,  in  caUinf 
tlie  neatest  kiiaman  to  give  his  attention  to  the  subject,  ana 
decide — BOtwitheUnding  his  own  evident  aiixi.ir  to  ohtab 
Ruth  as  his  wife — un<iue«tionabI^  proves  that  a.i  the  Imw  wh 
K  strictly  kcj't  in  on«  poini,  »o  it  wonld  be  ia  a// ;  and  ooiK 
aeqaently  there  could  liiive  be«i»,  neither  pnetioally  nor  thei^ 
rotic«Ily,  nnj^-  oii<-  ^ingli;  Htatiit«  to  the  dispangeneiit  of  woman. 

TIm  very  joy  of  the  n  iiolc  i>coplc  in  Boai**  decision  to  main 
But)i  his  wile ;  their  hvarty  congratulations,  awl  eaniest  wish* 
for  hu  welfare,  ond  ben,  that  Hho  might  be  as  Leah  and  Rachel; 
the  delight  of  the  women,  and  their  joyons  sympathy  with 
Naomi  at  the  unexpected  issu^  to  all  her  mtsfortunos;  allprore 
the  beaatifol  anity  and  love  mBrVing  the  people  of  the  Loid. 
AH  aeemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  making  their  respectjra 
tribes  as  one  aSectiotiate  family,  bound  by  the  same  ties,  noptiw 
the  ante  hope,  trustin);  the  same  God,  weeping  with  those  tliH 
wept,  and  rejoicing  with  those  that  joyed. 

Such  a  state  of  tilings  oould  never  have  existed  if  the  wonen 
of  Israel  had  not  been,  morally,  Hpiritually,  and  intellectaaU]', 
on  a  perfect  equality  with  man. 

IURar<liiig  the  book  of  Ruth  in  its  final  bearitus— that  is,  M 
it  coiiceiii.t  woneo  in  seneral — we  are  particttlanjr  struck  with 
the  exquisite  lenjon  of  maternal  and  filial  affection  whioh  it 
teaches.  The  beauty  of  Rnth's  words  and  actions  •ometimes 
occupies  atiehtiOB  alone,  to  the  exclunoo  of  the  tcndemsM 
cliaracterising  Naomi,  which,  to  our  feding\  is  equally  tonelk- 
iug  and  impresuve.  Ruth's  detcnnination  to  quit  her  own  lan4 
her  parents,  and  their  gods,  woe  indeed  one  of  bcAiitifiil  ael^ 
devotion ;  but  it  was  evidently  Love,  not  du^,  which  impelled 
it,  and  that  love  must  liave  been  called  forth  c^^  the  t«nd«niea 
she  had  originally  received.  Seldom  is  the  lore  of  the  yoimg 
excited  to  such  an  extent  towards  an  elder,  nnleee  by  affection 
and  appreciation  from  timt  cider,  invited  so  to  love ;  and  not 
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only  invittrd  but  ntatnid  by  uanavering  kiQdnees  and  regard. 
Vhikt  "UL-h  feeling  had  always  actuated  Naomi  towarda  hfir 
<Uii£hter*iD-Uv,  we  infer,  from  tlie  caressing  tenderDen  with 
irbieb,  in  all  that  paasra  between  them,  she  invariably  addrewed 
btr.  We  nercr  mn  find  either  ooldnefls  nr  indiETerence,  much 
leas  tlio  liorah  mistni»t,  breathing  often  more  in  tone  thun 
a<.-liiid  words,  which  tometiniM  chuacteriovs  the  manner  of  aD 
elder  towards  a  3[otiiiger.  All  she  says,  eitbtr  in  petsuaoon  to 
retnni,  or  in  ndvio;  or  iiuiuin-,  ir  with  the  same  oareasiiig  Iov«. 
In  hcT  brincinz  forth  on  Kii(h'*i  rutum  the  reraunH of  tlio  day's 
meal,  whioli  sliu  hod  bcun  coitipcllrd  to  laVn  while  Ruth  wa« 
aWiit,  how  touchingly  no  rviid  of  the  love  lingering  with  her 
abecnt  child,  the  thought  of  saving  for  her  the  evening  meal, 
and  bringing  it  with  eager  haste  the  mumcnt  Buth  appeared, 
not  blowing  bow  she  might  have  bred  during  the  not  and 
«eary  day. 

Oo  I  while  we  would  have  oar  young  eistera  imitate,  as  they 
cannot  fail  to  love,  the  conduct  cf  Ruth,  will  not  their  elders 
do  well  to  ponder  on,  and  imitate,  the  tenderueea  of  Naomi  t 
Tooth  will  not,  eattttot  love,  a  pure  unselfish  love,  utiltx«  in- 
vited so  to  do  ;  no,  not  even  in  the  aauutuary  of  home,  not 
•Tsn  paients,  unless  love,  not  only  frU  t)ut  di»playi^d  in  oouS- 
deiMo  and  caresung  kiiiilnv»-'<,  uiark.i  the  jiareiital  conduct. 
Daty  done  on  either  nd«  is  not  enough ;  for  it  \*  not  aoootdiag 
to  tho  spirit  of  the  Lord,  and  of  His  word.  7'hrre  love  pre- 
dominates, and  so  should  it  prodomiiiate  in  the  homes  of  HJa 
children.  Wc  do  not  deny  tliiit  it  dora,  but  we  would  have  it 
displayed  as  well  as  felt,  by  «very  member  of  that  hallowed 
temple,  Homk.  Brothere  and  sisters,  parents  and  children, 
twined  together  in  that  sacred  silvety  link,  unbroken  even  hy 
death ;  for  they  know  it  is  immortal.  Love  not  only  felt,  but 
breathing  in  every  tone,  and  actuating  every  deed;  confioenei^ 
and  trust — mutually  giveu,  mutually  felt.  Uov  thrice  blesftj 
would  such  things  malce  home !  The  parental  heart  would  nobJ 
then  bleed  in  secret,  at  what  seems  like  neglect  and  unkinducss, 
if  not  an  utter  want  of  love.  Kor  would  the  young  spirit 
sbiink  within  itself  chilled  and  sad — ^yearning  for  oBeoCioa^ 
Mabn,  a«  well  as  felt ;  and  utterly  unoonscionslkaw  truly  andi 
how  deenly  they  may  still  be  loved.  How  difTerent  !s  that 
home  wiicxe  ao  gwtJe  word  is  heard — n»  carets  asked  for.  or 
voluntarily  bestowed — no  interchange  of  mutual  thoujcht;  but 
«acJi  utemosr  waUn  alon^  seeking  no  sympathy  save  Irum  the 
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I  aad  ft  loria«  naacr.  Tct  ■fcrAoiild  H  be 
tSI  Ha  ahmmet  Hk  beco  ^vnd  f  why  ffaottld  the 
powr  be  de^iiaed.  vbicli  wtQ  Bskc  duljr  life  h«|fiier, ; 
iMiiiMMibljr  booUm  tbt  sdnaB  and  miov  whidi  aik  bat  I 
iloDC  Ho !  It  n  tl>9  ky  miAem m  aoat doabt,  fivi  _  _ 
jet  were  then  varm  and  aneelfiab  Umog  bewts,  who  oooM 
tbinlc  it  veetmuy  to  mfipceeB  svefa  food  emotiona  ia  tlw  svmC 
MDctauj  of  AiMW.  It  IS  tbe  cold  at  heart  wbo  senr  give 
dtmmHe  affecttom  voit,  aad  csd  therefore  Derer  bope  w  to 
Bttnct  tbe  Toaog  as  to  roiise  titea  to  erlocc  tbe  lore  i^ej 
eonU  luTt  felt,  or  proffer  more  than  the  oold  dull  rontiiie  of 
daily  dntr.  H'«  miut  lotw  b>  bt  Uvtd — <re  taut  evinee  that 
lore,  vovM  we  to  unite  young  heut*  to  oar  own,  m,  if  Deeded, 
to  aacrifiec  all  of  telf  U>i  u*.  or  to  derot*  life,  e»eTK7.  bopc 
aii  to  oar  wrrice.  Would  we  have  oar  daughters  Rutin,  wt 
[wut  be  Naonib  ;  we  have  no  right,  im>  preteDce,  to  detuiad 
I  than  we  eninff,  u  well  Mart.  Rewrve,  coldoei^  oou- 
i,  tnay  win  vs  daty  ;  but  daty  id  the  domestic  cinje  it 
_^.  poor  mUtitute  for  lov«.  Etco  kindness  ia  <ut  ia  often  no- 
'demlanl,  nay,  absolutely  unknown,  if  it  be  not  hallowed  in 
the  kiiidntM  m  auaner  and  of  word.  In  the  world,  worde  ana 
maDBer  may  be  deceiring,  but  not  in  the  temple  of  hotan ;  for 
I  tore  which  would  there  dictate  kindness  of  maaner,  must 
qiully  incite  kind  deed*  The  latter  may  exist  without  the 
aer,  and  if  <>»ly  one  may  hare  exidteuce,  we  may  grtat  the 
'y  of  good  deed*,  utough  there  ate  tome  gnvtt,  soma 
a,  whfoh  kind  u»rd*  may  aoMhe,  vrliere  tutim  hu  uo  power, 
let  UH  unite  tlie  two  like  Bulb  and  Nuomi— nnd  howerer 
dark  and  truubled  our  earthly  conrtc,  a  light  will  gtiioo  within 
ir  bones,  which  no  sorrow,  nor  can-,  nor  cren  death,  will  have 
■todarkeDOT  rvinoTe.  God  is  I/jve — the  spirit  of  His 
word  is  Love ;  uid  would  wo  indratd  walk  according  to  His 


S41 


HAXNAU. 


Alike  in  word  and  J4«d,  naast  be  th« 
oar  homcal 


HANNAH. 

b  the  hUtoiy  of  the  Jews,  W  Josephu".  the  rtory  of 

is  mentioDcd  u  taking  place  before  thM  of  Hutli.     We  preferl 

following  the  UTWigemeDta  of  tho  Bible,  although  it  is  notj 

improbtihltt  that  Ruth  and  Hamiah  lived  much  at  tbe ' 

timo  ;  for  wo  find  the  sou  of  Hann&h,  wben  a  veiy  old 
TisitiQ^  the  gnndRon  of  Sutb,  then  in  hia  prime,  to  ebooM 
from  hu  hoagchold  hU  youof^t  boni  as  the  oDotnted  of  th« 
Lord.  Tho  period  of  the  existence  of  these  two  bcantiful 
female  charikctcn  is  in  itself  of  little  iraportanoe ;  but  it  is 
iotereHtiug  to  tmco  the  intimate  connectioD  of  their  d**, 
soendonts,  thrown  to^-ether  aa  tbej^  were  so  doaely  tn  aft«T  lifauj 

There  was  a  certain  man  living  in  the  city  of  Rama  Sopbita  i 
of  Mouot  Ephnim,  an  Ephratliico  by  daiwent,  namod  Elkanah,  i 
who  liad  two  wives,  Hnnuab  and  Peuiuuab.  It  ix  a  rumnkabUI 
fact,  that  this  is  the  very  tiret  mention  of  a  man  liaving 
wives,  since  the  days  of  Jacob.  Joseph,  Moiie*,  Aanm  anC 
bis  HODS,  Caleb,  Othniel,  Lapidoth,  Manoaii,  Bliraeleoh^ 
Chiliun,  and  Mablou,  nil  had  but  one  wife;  a  ntrikiug  ooD-j 
firmatinn  of  our  fonni;r  aaaertion,  that  though  iiolyfci^iny  *■■' 
permitted,  from  its  bein^  an  iuimemorial  nxa^a,  it  M-tu  not,  ta  I 
tbo  early  days  »f  Israel,  considered  a  necessary  purl  of  their  J 
domcstio  policy;  and  that  alimut  every  Kreatand  good  maaj 
selected  by  tliH  Eternal  to  work  His  will,  before  the  monarchy, ' 
ha<l  but  the  uiie  wife  for  whom  the  Laws  were  given  ;  aod  m{ 
evinced  in  their  own  peraona,  the  incipieot  dawoings  of  that 
more  refiiMxl  and  devnted  titate  of  bdu^  and  society,  which  in 
tb«  nattinl  praKrenidon  of  humanity  noold  undoubtedly  ensue. 

^le  abuM  of  tlie  penaistioD  to  have  more  than  oti«  wifig 
without  tnuiAtfreftting  the  Law,  which  grow  to  such  au  awful  j 
hdght  diirinK  the  cootinuaace  of  tbe  monarohy,  is  no  evidence ' 
of  the  detrnuIiuK  nature  of  the  Law,  but  it  is  the  literal  ful- 
filment of  tb«  tbreatencd  wratb  of  tbe  Gtemal,  wlien  the  peo)>I« 
insisted  upon  having  an  eartbly  king  to  rule  over  them,  liica 
oationa.    That  be  wouid  not  only  take  unto  bimsetf  j 


fcr  Avnralif. 

"Awl    E&iM,  with  Ui  vivea  sad  hswiWd,  »Mft  a 
Ml  M  UI  ci^  y*Mnj  la  vonnn  laa  moiboc  CBto  ttc  wn 
b  Shaoh  "-iha  the  wrtcw  rf  Cof  >  l^ty  »A.  aadidVm 
fraOkat  ootdiautMe  of  ike  Ub  ta  to  dd^ 


«•  hsw  kInMlj  DoCiocd.    At  tbae  ihww,  **  he  gm  <o  naift- 
Bib  hit  wiJ'e,  ■M  to  sB  her  tqn  ud  dugbfeEO.  portion^  tal 
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■BtoH«Binfahegkve»do«Uep«tiM;  br  ht  kivvd  Hamfc: 
tbouhtlw  Lord  Bid  not  gnaUd  ber  toy  ckildno' — land 
lur  lor  IiondC  evvu  sbove  Pnuniuli,  thoo^  Ae  bad  gifM 
Ub  h  good]/  |irog«ii7.  ud  Hmnah  had  bat  ber  own  geaiO* 
i^rtoci,  which  ««r«  tafficwst  tar  ber  fawhud. 

But  in  brad  tbodsnialof  duldnoraoowadered  tooaida 
njnHKh,  tiw  miDfalljr  «  proof  of  indtvidaa)  anworthiaea  in 
tbo  «t{tit  of  Ctod.  for  the  medc  spirit  Lif  Hantifth  to  endue  It 
withoat  iittet  gM;  ft  gnt^  punfiillj  acgnrated  by  the  |a»- 
TOOtiou  of  ber  nwre  hvcmrM  riTal,  wnwe  tinkiod  t«proMiei 
inrrr4v-<l  with  every  year  that  diminished  Haniaha  hope. 
Still,  Holy  Writ  t«lls  ni  of  no  oumplaint  oo  the  put  of 
Hannah  aKaiiwt  I'cninnah.  Ab  the  more  beloved  by  ber  bosbtnd, 
had  iilii'  told  him  of  the  continual  prorocations  eh«  Kceived.  ihe 
night  haT«  betn  aare  of  such  interference  as  vould  hftr* 
effectually  shielded  ber  from  them  in  future,  thoogh  aJt  tho 
txpeoM  of  nlieiialiiiK  PeninnAb  fi-om  her  husband,  and  eausM 
doBwitic  strife.  But  such  a  cour»  of  acting  was  not  aooont 
Ing  to  Ilannab'a  character.  It  waa  easier  far  to  sofler  tlua  to 
eompUin ;  •weeter  far  to  eodure  heraelf  thaa  leok  mtqga 
upon  uotlier. 
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BAITS  AH. 

Bull  viint  to  SInloh  excit«d  nncw  Uie  i«proacli<ts  of  Pcuin- 
luili ;  tad  AS  tliis  took  i>We  s^rae  years  before  Elkanah 
noticed  the  dm-p  grief  of  his  fnvnuritc  wife,  we  may  in  a 
degree  Eiippot<c  the  extent  of  Huuaah'a  gentle  foibearaiioe. 
Hera  wiu)  no  triul  of  a  dav,  or  even  s  month,  but  of  yeare: 
and  can  wc  imoniie  anj'thing  more  trying  to  the  heart  ana 
tenii>er,  than  to  live  with  one  whose  ton;;ue  waa  ever  bitter 
with  reproach  ?  because  it  ia  not  likely  that  it  waa  oii/y  during 
tLeir  visits  to  Sbiloh  that  "  Peninnah  provoked  hei  sore,  to 
make  her  fret,"  and  provoked  ber  for  no  fault ;  for  nothing 
which  Hannah  heiseU  couid  remedy,  but  sinjply  for  being  lea) 
favoured  by  the  Lord.  And  yet,  how  many  are  there  like  hert 
How  many  love  to  reproach  inHtea*!  of  soothe  ?  as  if  sorrow 
and  disappointment  were  the  /atiit  of  tlie  sufTerera,  not  the 
loving  sentence  of  the  Lord.  Hov  niuiy  there  are  wlio  t^us 
make  daily  life  bitter  to  their  fellovrt,  inKtcJul  of,  ns  tht^ 
night  do,  rendering  grief  lonud,  and  inexpressibly  heightening 
joy  I 

Tlieir  visits  to  Shiloh  must  have  been  fraught  with  deni 
Buffming  to  Hannnh.  It  was  not  only  the  eignarof  Puninn^  s 
aggravMed  ankindncss ;  but  the  very  night  of  all  her  fellow- 
CouiitTTmcn  flocking  to  the  temple  of  the  Lord*  with  their 
ffoodiy  shriw  of  eons  and  daughters,  must  have  made  her  pious 
Lurt  shrink  deeper  and  deeper  within  itself  in  its  own 
QOBpoken  woe  :  and  it  ia  shown  in  her  spirit's  sad  but 
unmurmuring  enqniiy,  "  Why  had  the  Lord  whom  she  Jored 
and  sought  to  serve,  so  reproached  and  forsaken  iier  ?"  That 
this  was  really  the  case,  and  her  grief  wari  never  spoken,  nevec 
ibund  vent  lu  reproachful  words,  we  know  ay  EUcanafa's 
gently  reitroving  addr«$8.  "  Hannah,  why  weepeet  thou  I"  he 
Bkid,  "whyeatwt  thou  not)  and  why  is  thy  neart  grieved? 
Am  not  I  better  to  th«o  than  ten  soni«?"  Herv  there  is  no 
xvfrrenee  to  anything  but  Hannah's  riublc  sormw,  and  to 
Elkaiiah's  natural  supposition  as  to  the  cause  of  her  grief; 
snd  in  perfect  nocordanco  with  the  mevk  enduring  beauty  of 
her  true  womanly  character,  she  makes  no  eompkinnig  answer. 
)t  would  have  been  easy  for  her  to  exculpate  hcrwiJT  foe  too 
repining  sorrow  by  invectives  agunst  her  happier  rival ;  but 
^e  who  bad  borne  so  much  and  ao  long,  was  far  too  spiriltul 

*  Tliouuli  lliai  tlic  KauM  of  God  whioti  wa  arv  iccuiUriand  to  regard  m 
(lia  Trmplt  wm  nut  buUt  till  tho  nign  of  Salaman,  Ui*  mtiiitnoa  ot  tha 
Ark  of  0<Ml  wu  altnty*  osIM  Ibe  TempV— Sw  1  Hun.  i.  9. 
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iattnehfetty  revenge,  Answer  to  man.  aare  such  ss  aSeetion 
would  dietate,  the  struggle  to  smile  and  be  happy  for  a  Kired 
ooa'b  sake,  she  made  none  ;  but  songht  relief,  vliere  alone  it 
mtxlit  be  faund,  at  the  footstool  of  her  God — woman's  but 
ana  sarest  refuge.  For  how  may  man,  even  when  most  loving, 
most  belored,  bo  know  the  secret  nature  of  a  woman's  hearty 
as  to  bring  the  balm  it  seeks,  and  gire  the  i<trength  it  need«  T 
ElkAtiali'ft  words  reTeal  the  extent  and  truth  of  his  love  ;  and  . 
had  it  not  been  for  the  daily  piovocations  of  Peninnah,  he  ^H 
might  indeed  have  been  to  Hannah  "better  than  ten  sow  :"  ^H 
but  Hhe  had  griefit  and  trials  of  which  he  knew  nothini^ 
peculiarly  licr  own,  as  what  woman  has  not  ?— «nd  these,  in 
childlike  faith  and  votceleaa  prayer,  she  brought  iintii  li«r  God, 

The  condition  of  married  women  amongst  the  Jewn,  in  tha 
time  of  the  Judges,  must  have  been  penectlj  free  and  nn- 
mtraincd.  We  iiud  her  rising  up  after  they  had  eaten  and 
dronk  in  Shiloh,  and  without  even  impcutiug  her  JntcntioiM 
to  licr  husband,  much  leee  asking  his  C0D«cnt,  going  peTfectlf 
unattended  and  iinrebtiked  to  the  temple  of  the  Lora.  Thcn^ 
in  Uttemcfls  of  soul  weeping,  she  prayed  unto  the  Lord  of 
Hoet«;  and,  in  perfect  iiccordAnc«  with  the  Mosaic  Law,  which 
expressly  provided  for  each  emergDncies,  ebe  vowed  a  vow, 
that  if  the  Eternal  would  in  His  infinite  mwcy  remember 
His  handmaid,  and  grant  her  a  male  child,  slie  would  devote 
him  nuto  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  his  life,  and  not  a  raaor 
should  come  near  his  head. 

But  she  prayed  not  aloud,  nor  in  anjr  stated  formula  of 
jNraver ;  she  prayed  merely  as  tbe  heart  dictated  :  "alie  S))olc9 
in  ner  heart,"  as  we  have  it  in  the  touciiing  langnagc  of 
Scripture — only  iier  lips  moved,  but  her  voice  was  not  hntd ; 
and  Kli,  the  tiiuh  prieat,  vho  sat  beside  one  of  the  posta  of  tlia 
temple,  marked  her  mouth,  and  hearing  no  woril,  combined 
with  the  a^iptatcd  fi(^ire  before  him,  believed  .she  «a«  druukeiv 
and  TCproacUiii|<  hw  bade  her  put  lier  wine  from  her. 

It  must  have  been  aii  a^ii^vation  of  lior  norrow  to  find 
bcinelf  so  miflunderatood  byone,who,  u.t  bi^h  pnctt,  ahe  mi^t 
irithsomc  justice  believe  would  have  requirrtl  no  explanation 
on  her  part,  but  in  the  name  of  the  Eternal,  have  pnjfTered 
her  relief  at  once.  Still  wc  find  nothiiic  in  her  touchinglv 
beautiful  reply,  to  evince  a  failing  in  the  firm  faith  whicu 
brought  her  tncie.  "  No,  my  lord."  she  answered,  "  I  am  ft 
woman  of  a  sorrowful  spirit ;  I  have  drunk  neither  wbe  oar 
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strong  ^nnk,  but  have  pourocl  out  mjr  soul  before  th«  Lard. 
Count  nut  ttiine  liAndmaiil  for  a  daughter  of  Belial :  for  out 
of  the  nbunduicv  of  m)^  grief  and  complaint  have  I  spoken 
hitherto.  Then  Elt  answered  and  said,  Go  in  peace,  and  the 
God  of  Israel  ^rnnt  ttiee  thy  [wtition  that  thou  hast  aflked  of 
Him  :"  and.  without  doubt,  without  question,  Hannah  simply 
annrend,  "Let  thine  bnndmaid  find  grac«  in  thy  ai^bt'  — 
meaning,  to  remember  her  in  his  prayers — and  then  "  she  went 
bar  way,  and  did  cat,  and  her  couDtooaooe  waa  no  more  sad." 

The  exquisite  lesson  and  consolation  which  these  Tersea 
OODtaio  (1  Sam.  J.  9 — 19)  ve  will  defer  to  our  coDcluding 
observations,  now  mere!}'  narratin);  the  bistoTy  itself.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  festival.  Elkanah  and  hia  family  returned  to 
Ramah,  where  the  Eternal  in  Ilia  morcy  remembered  Hia 
futbfal  servant,  and  taking  from  ber  her  reproach,  in  due 
coaiae  of  time  gr^inted  ber  the  son  for  which  sbe  bad  so 
earnestly  pmycd  ;  and  in  joyful  acknowledgment  that  it  was 
in  answer  tocher  prayer  he  had  been  given,  she  called  him 
Samuel,  ot  "  asked  of  the  Lord." 

The  time  a^un  eanie  round  for  Elkanah  and  his  family  to 
make  their  yearly  offerings  in  Shiloh ;  and  by  the  allusion  to 
ft  vow  of  Eikanali's  (see  verse  21)  we  muy  infer  that  Uannali 
bad  of  courwj  imparted  to  him  her  vow,  and  received  not  only 
his  unqualified  sauotion,  but  that  be  was  aiuctoua,  in  his  next 
TWt  to  the  temple  of  the  Btcmal,  himself  to  confirm  it  We 
find,  too,  aa  we  ought  previously  to  have  noticed,  the  day  after 
HaDnnli  bad  been  to  the  temple,  that  tiey  (probably  necself 
and  her  huaband)  rose  uu  iu  the  morning  earl^,  and  "  wor- 
shipped More  the  Lord  ;'  a  wonibip,  possibly,  of  thanksgiving 
ana  reiwcing  on  the  )>art  of  both :  on  ^Itanah'a  that  hia 
bvlovtsi  wife  waa  no  longer  sad,  on  Haunah's  that  her  pray«r 
fnt  h<wn] ;  for  that  it  wat  heard,  it  is  evident  she  never 
entertained  a  doubt,  long  before  .ihe  could  have  bad  jjroof  thai 
it  rtjdly  was  so.  That  tliis  early  worship  had  to  do  with  the 
vow  is,  however,  of  courM  a  mere  suggestion  :  the  Word  of 
God  is  open  to  all ;  we  would  not  compel  the  adoptioD  of  any 
eugge^ou,  to  which  botli  reason  and  f«eluig  cannot  give 
rcplv. 

HaniiJih,  however,  when  the  time  of  the  yearly  sacrifiM 
arrived,  refused  to  ^o  up,  saying  to  her  husband,  "  I  will  not 
go  up  till  the-  child  i*  wc-.aned  ;  and  tlien  1  will  bring  him,  that 
Ee  may  appear  before  the  Lord,  and  there  abide  lot  ever  :"  ft 
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bow*  of  tK  Lonl.  a^  im  t»  H» 

Ifcar  boAnd  to  Skaob ;  Md  tbM  A*  kvto  B»^ttn» 
yr  w  criy  Wri  Jw/  apaw  —fa  ft—  th«  — y  a— ■  iMeb 

■ught  pntvvDt  MBU0I  pKtie>i>n|r  BonM^  sob  n  doui^wv 
pmriiv  by  HaHMlk'i  tanTiog  till  tfca  eUU  «m  wud.  nd 
Mviog  bar  hnrfwad**  bm  jmmimao  eo  to  dk. 

Tb*  tow  it  IflBgA  cum;  wlHa.  n  obedMsee  to  hervofaa- 
tRjr  V0W,  Hinitth  nnst  nirt  froa  b«  bov.  cad  ddmr  hia 
sp  to  th«  Km«e  «f  the  God  «b«e  mtenylud  bertowed  him 
to  ber  pn/er.  Her  only  one,  tirociom  bqraail  ftQ  pbee  t  jreC 
«c  Sna  lu  bentotioa,  no  thooffnt  of  delar,  no  idea  of  fayifci  ^ 
tiat  tbat  wlndt  ibe  had  tovmT.  tboagh  toe  tutan  of  ber  mnr,  ^H 
amy,  that  ahe  htd  vmred  at  all,  was  onkDown  to  alL  rreo  to  ^^ 
the  htf;h  iiricat,  who  L&d  jinnnised  that  h«r  pnycr  tboatd  be 
■;rMit«d  without  Vatiwing  what  it  waiL  Witboat  tirtcnio^  to 
tha  mMtenti  anxieti*^  tliM  miut  hten  c&groaMd  ber,  we  Ind 
htr,  dbtellr  the  child  waa  weaned,  taking  btn  with  bar  to 
BbOob,  ud  three  baltoeki,  sad  on*  aphah  of  flour,  and  a 
bottU  of  wins— ofleriiigN  from  the  aton,  aad  the  field,  aod  tb» 
vineyard — all  iu  exact  KconlaDce  with  the  written  Law,  and 
eana  unto  the  ho<ue  of  the  Lcird,  aod  thcr  slew  a  bnllock 
tJun,  and  broiisht  the  child  in  Eli.  "  And  she  Aid,  0  mr 
loTiI,  IU  til)'  witil  livcth,  my  lunl,  I  &m  the  woman  that  stood 
hj  t}f>e  here  pmying  unto  the  Lord.  For  this  chiM  1  prayed, 
aod  thtt  Lord  hath  nren  me  mj  petitioD  which  I  a£hed  ofi 
UiiD,  and  tborefore  also  hare  I  l«ot  him  to  the  Lord  :  ta  looa 
H  ba  liveth  he  shall  be  lent  to  the  Lord.  And  he  wotshipped 
the  Ijord  there" — rather  &n  o)ncur«  phrase,  but  probably  dg- 
AiTyiiig  tliat  EU  worshipped  the  Lord,  in  acknowledgment  of 
Uis  divine  i^oodntes,  in  thus  permttling  hia  words  to  oome  to 
~~M,  and  Riving  the  woman  that  which  she  desired. 

1'ne  pTAyer,   or  rather  liynin,   of  thanksffiTing  in  whioh 
lliuiiihli  [luurtd  forth  her  gratitude  to  her  Qod  in  a  stimio  of 


I 


tfie  sublimost  poetry  and  vivid  o(U)oei>tii>n  of  th«  pow«r  and 
goodoeas  of  Him  vrhom  she  oddreased,  is  a  forcible  ilIiistTKLtoQ 
of  the  inttU4Ctuai  m  well  as  the  soiritual  piety  which  cha- 
iact«rised  tbe  women  of  Israel,  and  nhicli  m  iu  xety  exiet- 
eoce  denio  the  poasihility  of  dcgmdation  appljing  to  vomen, 
either  individnallv,  socially,  or  domestically.  Their  intellect 
must  bare  been  of  a  very  auperior  ^ado  ;  vhile  the  bcUity  of 
throiring  the  aspirations  of  tne  epint  into  the  suhUmest  ])oetTy, 
evincts  coDHtAtit  practice  in  sn  doing,  and  prores  how  com- 

Jletdiy  prayer  and  thanksgiving  imnr^gnated  tlieir  vital  breath. 
t  is  nselesi  quoting  this  beautiful  song  of  praise,  what  ttie 
bleesed  Word  trhich  contains  it  is  open  to  all  classes  and  sees 
of  readers ;  but  we  wonld  beseech  onr  young  friends  not  to  oe 
Batished  with  this  nntDspired  nolice,  but  to  turn  to  the  Word 
themselves,  and  mark  the  soul-felt  clinging  piety  throuj|;hont. 
It  is  as  exact  a  transcript  of  the  svelling  eratitude  of  a  tnily 
fiona  heart,  as  her  prayer  before  had  breatned  its  bittem«M  of 
grief.  Some  there  are  iriio  gladly  come  to  their  God  ia 
sorrow,  but  ^uite  fori;et  timt  the  seasons  of  joy  ehonld  be 
devoted  to  Him  as  veil.  Hannah  was  evidently  not  of  theB& 
but  one  of  the  most  perfectly  s]>irituoualy  pioua  characters  oi 
tlic  Bible.  There  was  no  self-exaltatiou  in  her  long  of  praise  : 
CO  supposition  that  for  any  individual  worth  her  reproach  haa 
been  removed  ;  or  even  that  any  peculiar  meritorious  fervour 
in  her  prayer  had  wrought  reply.  No  ;  all  was  of  the  Lord. 
All  came  from  Hi.^s'xceetliiig  mere)* — Hiit  oumigxitent  power. 
It  wa^  He  who  bad  made  bare  his  holy  arm,  and  to  the  Darren 
given  children — He  who  i^ave  strength  to  ihuue  that  stumbled, 
while  the  arms  of  mighty  mvn  were  broken — He  who  maketh 

Smr  ati<t  makuth  rich — He  who  brinKeth  low,  and  Ufteth  ap— 
c  who  kiUeth  and  maketh  alive — for  "  by  strength  no  toan 
fihiiU  prt-vail." 

Nor  VIM  it  only  because  she  was  permitted  thus  to  ivjoioe. 
and  K-h^ild  the  power  she  exalted,  tlut  Honoiib  so  mnAiiifiea 
the  Lord,  and  believed  in  His  wisdom  and  lore  to  do  alt  thai 
Ho  nillcd.  She  must  have  known  luid  felt  uU  her  hymn 
expmsHed  in  her  time  of  grief,  cIm  we  should  not  have  seea 
her  in  lowly  supplication,  pTOStnte  in  the  court  of  the  Lord's 
hooae — beseeching  His  rcluf  She  most  have  Mitvtd,  etw 
ahe  could  not  thos  have  prnycd. 

Lonely  and  sad  must  nare  beoo  the  feelings  of  this  true 
Hehttev  mother,  when  she  returned  to  her  house  at  Banuth, 
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M  in4  «aa,  «koK  kuty  of  pantU  dHOBifa*  cxpuMd  In 
to  tETnvtr  flf  Ik  Itfti-^ttBvHlfctctaiaiS^W 

Mbnt»efaad.MBiilmdbdbntbtLaRL  Hk 
oahnt  aad  eodknat  tb>  hv  of  tlw  Nusiit*,  ud  tbe 
gnW  «uw,  ta  vUcli  m  aUndcd  ^  oar  Ssnod  Pnod.  m 
tifia^  derotioti  ta  Ute  Lord's  Mrrin^  sludi  «tcb  chtldRB 
HU^t  [lerfomi  (tev  Lev.  Kxrii.  6)  br  aone  penoaal  KrricB. 
It  u  iliita  ae  Ki  rcpcatedl/  find  toe  H^mbuIij',  orbistotied 
j»ru  i,f  the  IBUe,  coatoiahg  tbe  pne&eS  imttrsticm  of  tiw 
tiiorttieat  atatatai,  ecMdr  »  Hoaet  nve  thnn,  «m1  m  raw 
Arnog  tiM  holir  Scripturts  ia  very  trath  the  rerified  tnBact4lfe 
at  the  Etenuu  will.  Mwes'  instnurdont  to  tbe  dden  r 
gMdiDg  the  pTBctical  obedia>ce  to  tlie  Uw,  mast  have  been 
exMt  ftooonuDce  with  that  which,  being  wntteo,  wac,  vnA 
■till,  opn^  to  our  pcnual :  or  we  abould  btTC  fuand 
tftMB  of  iu  diffcreoce  in  tbe  neonera  and  otutnau  of  oar 
aaotrtonL  All,  thnvfort^,  in  Modem  Jodaism,  which  is 
aeowed  of  ooutradictinft  tiic  spirit  of  the  eternal  holy  wotd, 
eatiiwit  have  liad  it«  orijnii  in  vither  of  the  laws,  oral  or 
writlcn.  traimmttted  by  iicmm.    We  are  anxioas  always  to 

*  8m  Mn.  Haman*'*  Po«nu^  Ttl  jr.  p.  ISO. 
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notice  aa  forciblf  aa  may  be,  those  portions  of  the  Bible  oon- 
taining  the  priulual  coulinuatiou  of  the  trritteti  laws  of 
iiotM,  becaiue  ne  have  heard  (thongh  ve  can  scaroelf  believe 
it)  that  the  written  word  of  the  Eternal  is  proDoaiioed  hr 
tome  u  imperfect  and  incomplete.  The  promiugators  of  men 
ft  feufut  doctrine  are  not  pcrhajia  atrare  toat  by  80  doin^  and 
•0  depriving  our  females  and  youth  of  both  sexee  of  their  only 
st«y,  and  strength,  and  consolation,  th(-y  are  opening  a  wider 
avcNUe  and  offering  a  greater  temptation  to  embrace  Chrint- 
iaitily,  than  waa  ever  proffered  by  our  ojipoueuta.  To  guard 
the  women  of  Israel  from  ^uch  inKidmua  danger,  we  ore 
tcmptod  to  H'ander  ^m  our  main  subject,  wheuevertbeoppor^ 
tunity  offers,  to  ^ve  them  refu^^e  and  otrength  by  the  con- 
TicltOD  thftt  for  Mm,  at  least,  the  Wurd  of  the  Mo^t  Ui^h  ia 
AU^affident,  oontaiutng,  as  it  does,  in  the  hiiMi.irical  boi>ln>, 
the  practital  Uluttratmi,  and  in  the  prunhcts  tli<;  spiritttat 
esrpuittatitni,  of  the  whole  Mosaic  ttystem,  wliether  imparted  by 
word  of  mouti)  or  dash  of  pen.  Of  the  delivery  or  non-dcliveiy 
by  the  Eternal  of  an  oral  law,  we  writi>  not  at  all,  m  it  is  a 
BubjectmuchtooleorDedandtoo  w-i^hty  for  a  woman  ;  and  we 
art  roady  and  willing  to  nibmit  oar  oumions  on  all  points  to  the 
^sdom  and  piuly  of  our  venerablu  sagm.  Wo  only  affiim, 
what  wo  thiiiK  no  Hvbrow  will  contradict,  thai  o»  the  Ood  of 
Israel  is  a  (jod  of  changvlcK.''  truth  anil  witidom.  He  woald 
cot  have  dei>irGd  M<itK-e  to  write  that  which  tpettA  woe  to 
deny ;  in  other  words,  that  each  law  must  hv  bo  [icrfuct  niid  ko 
exact  a  oDunterpart  of  the  other,  that  in  our  prcsi^'nt  captive 
stato,  the  Bible,  provided  through  the  eternal  mercy  for  this 
Ter^  emergeocy,  must  bo  the  key  tu  both  laws,  and  so  perfect 
in  itself. 

Though  the  evil  conduct  of  the  Bona  of  Eli  was  weU  knovm, 
Hannah  doe.t  not  ajipear  to  have  entertained  a  fear  as  to  the 
effect  of  their  example  upon  the  tender  years  of  her  child.  It 
was  not  likely  that  she  wno,  in  all  her  individual  joya  and  sor- 
rows, came  to  ber  God  in  prayer,  should  neglect  that  holy  duty 
for  the  welfare  of  ber  boy.  She  bad  experienced  too  oonsoLingly 
the  effect  of  futh  and  jiiayer,  to  doubt  them  now  ;  and  sa  a 
mother,  a  Hebrew  mother— one  whose  whole  heart  waa  ioveand 
praLie  to  Ood — we  may  quite  believe  that,  day  and  nipht,  her 
neck  aiid  humble  orisons  arose  for  ber  hoy,  that  he  might  be- 
come all  tliat  would  make  him  indeed  a  faithful  servant  of  hia 
God;  for  in  beinji;  such,  he  would  be  all  her  heart  could  wiaL 
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Some  motbera,  indeed,  there  m&j  be,  who,  when  tiurf  send 
their  ohildreQ  fnra  them,  aod  proride  them  with  all  thiofis 
Beedfiil  for  tenponl  velfare,  think  they  liave  duoe  safficieot, 
and  only  Koemcwr  tlieiu  with  mere  humui,  and  consequent^ 
perishahic,  afieetiom ;  rejoicing  in  their  pro<pcrty,  anxions 
frlieu  ill.  acfiiroas  for  them  to  "get  on," — a»  ctnpliatic  thoagit 
Dot  ele(;aut  ^rase  for  tbe  world  a  RuceeKi.  And  if  thcv  do  all 
tbnrcan  tofnrward  this  "gettiag-oii,"  in  the  wa);oremtc»tJon 
UMl  Uvi^  expenditure  whjit  more  conM  be  rrauired  of  thetnT 
Sotne  will  answer.  "  Nothing."  Othen  may  feel  as  Ilonuah 
mait  have  felt,  that  though  their  children  may  do  longer  be 
bencntlt  their  roof — though  all  of  liiimiin  nteans  is  done  to 
forther  their  advancement  what  will  it  all  aviul  without  the 
blessing  of  the  Lord  r  And  how  may  such  blcsfing  be  att&ined, 
■rra  with  faithful  luid  imccwing  prayer — prayer  that  anit<«  us 
in  mint  aliki-  with  our  beloved  one*,  and  wiUi  our  God,  Oh, 
b  tliere  one  who  reAlly  lovf*,  be  it  as  p:trcnt,  wife,  child,  be- 
trothed, or  friend,  and  oan  yet  rat  aecnre  and  happy  without 
ptrnycr  7  If  we  liave  never  pnyed  before,  we  mutt  when  we 
feel  lore.  Can  we  lore  in  any  uogle  relation  of  life,  and  yet 
not  feel  the  craving',  the  dcdre,  the  absolute  neeeeai^  to  poor 
oat  our  hearts  to  ourUodfbr  (KirbcloTcdQDQe,andiR  tiemfat 
onmlTes?^  Can  wu  rest  quiet,  incapacitated,  perhaps  fVora 
active  sEVTirc  by  circumstances,  and  not  at  least  seek  to  nerve 
by  fervent  pn*yor  ?  And  if  in  every  relation  of  life  this  molt 
be  the  cfFeot  of  love,  0  mare  than  any  other  most  ve  find  it  in 
a  toother  for  a  child !  What  love  can  be  like  hers,  ao  walohful, 
so  changeleas,  so  unwcaned  t  And  how  may  she  still  thfr 
aniii'iis  throbbingtof  herhcart,  when  divided  from  its  eorth^ 
treasures,  save  bv  Eimple  trust  and  fervent  prayer  i 

And  when  we  look  hack  on  the  character  of  lunuah,  as  it  hss 
already  been  displayed,  can  wcdoubt  that  such  were  her  feelinjg^ 
that  sfte  could  have  supposed  merely  to  leave  her  child  wfih 
the  hich  priest  was  sumeicnt — that  nothing  more  de)>endod  on 
herself?  She  who  in  all  things  had  prayed?  No  ;  pmyer 
must  have  dandified  her  offering,  not  only  when  ofli-red,  bat 
nheti  apart  from  him.  She  had  nought  but  prayer  for  him  on 
which  to  rest  And  might  it  not  have  been,  nay,  was  it  not, 
that  mother's  prayer,  which  retained  her  boy  is  such  pure  and 
lowly  ^ic-ty,  in  such  Hingleness  of  purpose,  and  faithfulness  of 
heart,  in  the  very  midst  of  the  licentionsnen  idening  aroond' 
Long  bufore  Samuel  could  have  prayed  for  himwlf.  mast 
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Hannnh's  pmyors  havo  ascciKlod  for  him,  and  in  his  farou^^ 
botli  with  tho  Lr.rd  and  with  men— ebe  had  her  answer. 

Every  time  of  her  visit  U>  Shiloh,  ire  find  Ilatmali  brioging 
a  little  coat,  or  robe,  for  her  child,  the  work  of  her  owii  Itaudii, 
which  had  fondiy  lingered  on  t!ie  ta*k  from  month  to  month, 
in  the  periods  of  &bsence ;  and  Eli  blessed  Elkanah  anil  Lis 
wifieL  aod  said  "  the  Lord  give  thee  seed  of  thia  woman,  for 
tiie  loan  which  ia  lent  to  the  Lord."  Now,  though  not  |)ut  tilt 
MTeral  veraes  after  the  narration  of  Maunah's  addrt^  to  th« 
high  prieftt,  when  leaving  Samuel  with  hiiu,  the«e  words  were 
ao«t  proboDlr  spoken  when  he  firat  aooept«d  the  offering  of  the 
child ;  and  the  tjord  did  vi8it  Hannah,  and  sranted  her  tlires 
more  iioim,  and  two  (Utighterc,  tiiiw  powerfully  proving,  that 
the  Ktcrnal  «ver  returns  double,  and  mora  than  double,  that 
which  we  devote  to  Him ;  be  it  the  aiTeetiona,  th«  iotvlU'ct,  the 
wilt,  or  that  more  a<:tive  service,  charity  and  good  works. 
Hannah  devoted  to  Him  her  all,  her  only  one,  caring  not  for 
the  conquest  of  self,  wbich  this  rcsijiiiation  of  her  treasiirs 
must  have  demanded ;  and  the  Eternal,  in  Hia  inlinite  mercy, 
granted  her  five  in  the  place  of  one.  And  what  was  it  which 
bad  origin&tly  turned  afiide  her  reproach,  and  inclined  the  Lord 
towards  her;  No  great  work — no  iiii([itly  sacrifice — no  wealthy 
offering ;  it  was  none  of  these,  but  himple  faith  and  heartfelt 
pmw. 

with  the  information  that  she  became  the  mother  of  five 
children.  Holy  Writ  concludes  the  history  of  Hannah ;  but 
knowing  the  longevity  of  Sonptual  characten,  vo  are  justified 
io  inferring  that  she  was  spared  to  feel  to  the  full,  all  tlie 
happi[iv-<«  which  her  firat-bom's  matured  ohoractcr  must  have 
•zciUxl. 

Wo  hear  of  not  one  failing  from  his  earlieat  childhood.  We 
read  of  his  unvarying  integritv  and  single-minded  obedience 
to  the  word  of  his  God,  from  hia  first  repetition  to  Eti  of  the 
Eternal's  awful  sentence,  to  tiie  conclusion  of  his  career; 
interfering  as  that  obedience  so  rejieatedly  did,  with  his  own 
private  feelings,  alike  toward-i  Eli,  in  the  selection  of  a  kin^, 
And  in  ail  his  conduct  towarts  Saul.  If  Hannah  lived  until 
the  monarchy  she  must  indeed  have  been  blen^ud  in  the  innate 
■oodneM  and  love,  and  in  the  pojmlaiity  of  her  child,  and 

tv»  felt  tJiat  in  nuraing  him  fur  the  Lord,  ahe  had  indeed 
received  "  her  wugcs." 

The  history  we liave  been  regoMling,  tliough  brief  in  itself 
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ifl  yet  80  fraught  inth  imporlaDMt  to  us  as  womoa  of  lenaL 
and  aa  women  in  general,  thai  we  trust  we  shall  be  paniooed 
for  dwelling  upon  it  in  all  its  bearings  at  aoiue  len^^ 
Forcibly  na  the  stories  of  Naomi  and  Deborah  marked  tfae 
real  jiositian  of  the  Isroelitish  vomeo,  and  proved  their  powen 
alike  of  intellect,  jud^ent.  and  spuituauty,  as  well  m  ttu 
deferential  light  in  which  ther  were  tcjgarded  bytbdr  oonntlEyh 
meD,  the  history  of  Haooah  odiigs  their  perfect  freodom  mi 
equaiitr,  even  in  the  marriage  state,  vet  more  dLitinctlj 
forward.  Deborah  was  inspired  to  do  the  will  of  the  Lord ; 
gifted,  extraoTdinaril^  and  espresUy  to  jnd^e  and  deliver  luc 
Quuntirmen.  Naomi  was  a  widow,  unshackled  by  eitlMt 
oopju^  or  household  duties,  and  with  no  relation  vbAt«var 
to  interfere  with  her  proceedings.  Uanoah  was  on«  of  two  ^J 
wives,  her  husband  living,  and  the  head  of  a  wudtfajf  ^M 
household ;  consequently,  she  must  have  had  all  her  part  of  i 
the  domestic  economy  to  look  after  and  perform  ;  yet  tbON 
could  not  have  been  the  very  smallest  ratnunt  apOD  eitiiar 
her  temporal  proceedings,  or  spiritual  feeHnoB.  She  does  net 
even  ask  her  husband's  a^nuiedoeoob^msch  leo  depend  upon 
his  oonaeiit  to  seek  the  bouM  of  Qod.  Her  t«it  going  to 
pray,  must  have  excited  remark,  and  even  scantul,  if  sDeh 
bad  not  been  the  common  ouatom  of  the  nation.  And  if 
women  were  not  permitted  to  pny  for  themselves,  EU  wottld 
have  rebukeil  )ier  preeumption,  and  denred  Iwr  to  seod  ha 
hasbaod,  as  the  only  chaiice  of  her  wish<«  being  granted ; 
inxtead  of  whicli,  when  once  oouvincvd  site  was  praving  with 
earacMtncss  and  i»  «orrow,  he  bids  her  "  go  in  pcaoe, '  for  doA 
would  hearken  to  her. 

Again,  hod  she  not  pneMiwod  perfect  freedom  of  will  and 
action,  tlie  could  not  have  vowed  her  child  to  God.  UnleM 
■he  had  been  perfectly  sure  that  her  husband  reposed  so ffieieal 
ooii6d«uce  in  licr,  to  abide  by  her  decision,  she  could  ttot  have 
so  iluvoted  him,  without,  as  it  were,  mocking  the  majee^  tt 
tile  Loni,  by  making  a  promise  which  she  luid  not  the  poww 
topcrforn). 

That  hcrvow  was  subject  to  the  approbation  of  her  huabud, 
WQ  believe,  bcoausv  euub  deference  was  commanded  in  our  tkw. 
But  Elkanab's  full  itcimiesccnce  ttitouchout,  clearly  proves  tht 
high  e.<<t«em  in  which  lie  likld  her.  She  docs  not  asx  eveo  Aev 
pfrmiigion  to  remain  ut  borne,  till  hsr  child  were  old  enoogh 
to  be  left  with  the  priest. 


In  ftll  Tdftting  to  f^nmiK-l,  KIknnnh  ww  oomplotetr  Meondary. 
SvMi  iu  the  bulluckK,  flour,  imd  wini.*,  provided  for  th*  oRTeritig, 
it  waaUftnnal)  wtm  bmti^lit  und  ulTcred  them;  Hannah  who 
iddrMBMl  Eli :   Hunnuh  who  cliuimtcd  tlie  song  of  thanks- 

e'ring  to  her  God  ;  ami  Hunnnli  who  dwoted  her  child.  The 
ttbuid  and  father  had  no  maro  to  do  with  it,  than  the 
Binplc  acta  of  ocqaicecetic*  and  approval,  which  he  would  not 
baTB  so  unhesitatingly  bntowcd,  had  he  not  possessed  the 
loost  perfect  oonBd«nco  in  the  judgmont  and  actions  of  hia 
wife:. 

That  no  severe  restrictions  as  to  the  time,  form  or  words  of 
pfarer,  extsted  in  the  time  of  Ilannah,  is  proved  b^  her 
■eenn^'  the  Tcmplo  to  mj  when  it  was  not  the  appoioted 
time  of  service,  when  there  was  no  one  there  but  the  high 
priest  and  heraelf ;  by  her  tpeciking  in  h«r  heart  the  words 
which  sorrow  and  entreaty  dictated,  without  any  regard 
vhotever  to  instituted  forma,  which,  though  indhprtuaiU  for 
pulilic  service  and  national  interesta,  will  not  give  all  that  is 
needed  to  individuals.  Eli  marked  the  lips  of  Hannah  move, 
bot  lie  heard  no  voioe,  for  she  »}iaie  in  Act  Aturt,  and  a*  h«r 
luart  itietaltii.  And  iu  her  mug  of  tliankitgiving,  tliougb  she 
pmyed  aloud,  still  it  was  from  the  heart  alone. 

'ni*t  foruu  of  prayer  wen;  not  ncedi-d  in  the  time  of  Han- 
ub,  ■»  th«y  ore  now,  we  acknowledge ;  and  aUo  witli  all  our 
baut  ODd  soul  do  we  reverence  tlieir  institution,  otid  ocknow- 
ledge  their  full  value,  both  nationally  and  individually. 
Many,  ami  many  a  one,  from  incapacity  to  frame  wortlit  i>f 
prayer,  would  be  fearfully  and  painiully  bereft,  did  they  not 
possess  tim  invaluable  treasure  of  wonU  of  prayer,  frninud  by 
mod  and  learned  men  cxpreesly  for  their  use,  anil  hallowed  by 
long  yean.  We  are  no  advocate  for  the  abolishment  of  esta- 
blisQ^  fonns  ;  for  fullv  and  hoartfullv  we  feel  their  sanctity 
•od  value.  We  would  only  beiseecn  our  young  sisters  to 
aoooatom  themaelvee  sometimes  in  their  private  hours,  to  pray 
ud  to  praiae  from  the  heart,  not  always  to  depend  on  printed 
wordt ;  not,  indeed,  to  neglect  the  latter,  but  t-J  hallow  and 
add  tu  them,  by  individual  petitiuns  from  individual  heart& 
Self-knowledge  mtust  be  their  tirat  i>tep  to  such  secret  pmjreiftj 
for  by  mIT- knowledge  alone  can  they  discover  their  natural 
Bine,  their  greatcit  lvmptatiou.%  their  most  secret  weaknesses, 
their  favourite  faults,  idelf-knowledge  atone  con  teach  them 
where  they  are  most  liktJy  to  foil,  and  where  to  be  unduly 
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elwtod;  tndditpbyhoaaiTMd  iiBBftaned.  Otttrmm^wm 
vt  tfatar  «mT  acUoft.  SeU'-knav tcdge  akse  oan  tM^  tfaem 
Uwtr  tnw  poatiaa  with  ugud  to  eterattjr  uwl  Ood.  aad  fbr 
«U  thcM  udagt  it  ti,  thftt  cm^  iDdtvidul  tmiii  indiiidnl 
pajei;  whoUjr  ud  titt«^  disUnet  flma  <itihHri>e(l  btrnm; 
not.  M  ve  aaio  abore,  to  take  tlia  UtWa  fkos,  Wt  aa  to  ba 
added  to  iboa,  ai  to  give  tWa  liA  aad  bnath. 

Tbe  hiittxT  ffi  Hannab  k  aBeaficiant  fiw  as  to  be  oo&Huod. 
that  aaeb  inoiTidtul  aod  hcaitfrh  mytn  are  oot  oaljr  i*^ 
according  to  the  Uwi,  bnt  dM^rtoUi  to  the  Lord.  No  n- 
RtnulioBa  of  man  oan  alter  or  latetfiEn  with  thkt  which  ia 
divint ;  awl,  therefore,  nothioft  which  raay  be  told  oooecnung 
the  ineffieaey  of  indiviiliia]  mayer,  unleaa  euidod  by  eeitaiit 
ralas,  fonns.  and  ward«,  can  do  awajr  with  the  coowlatioa  aad 
^awipU  aflotded  lu  l^  tbe  hutor^  of  oar  iweet  and  gMtda 
anotaUML  alike  in  the  maRncrof  her  pnnr  nod  ita  reply,  no 
ia  her  noMitating,  onqntstioning,  and  aU-ooofiding  rAtra. 

We  are  thus  nArticuur,  becuuc  we  would  at  onoe  rcmna 
the  fool  BtiKma  nuog  by  scoffers  on  oor  bleaaed  faith,  that  her 
female  children  hare  no  power  to  pray,  and  are,  cooMqnent^. 
«mUcaa  nonentities  befiot;  tlieir  God ;  and  bring  forward,  froa 
tbo  Word  of  God  itaelf,  the  unanswerable  awirameo,  that 
woman's  pnyen  or*  heard,  and  art  acceptable  to  tbm, 
needing  nothing  more  than  childlike  faith  n  Hta  jMwer  le 
hear  and  answer,  aod  a  loving  heart  to  dictate  the  unplofing 
words.  It  is  idle  for  u>  to  aay  that  we  cannot  pray,  for  we 
knuw  DOt  how  appropriatoly  to  addrcn  the  Supreme,  Hii 
awful  attributes  appil  us,  and  prevent  oil  connected  words. 
Such  may  be  tbe  sentiments  of  those  who  keep  the  Btonul 
far  from  them  ;  but  not  of  Israel,  tits  firstborn,  timt  beloved, 
whuee  vcT}-  nina  liave  no  nower  to  separate  bim  from  bis  OocL 
if  he  will  but  r«pent  ana  believe.  "  What  natioa  hath  ChM 
•0  near  them  as  Israel,  in  all  we  call  upon  Him  for  V  wen 
the  iwecious  words  of  Moses,  confirmed  dt  the  whole  after- 
raooraa  of  the  Bible.  Ha^ogmpby,  PoJina,  rrovorbe,  Prophetic 
ill  and  every  one  teem  with  the  some  ooosoling  tmtb.  prooUim 
our  God  aa  lots,  the  hearer  and  answerer  of  prayer,  ila 
gracJooa  leoeivcr,  whenever  it  oomoe  from  the  Atari,  and  is 
offered  ap  iafynk.  "  Call  upon  mc,  and  I  wUl  deliver  tbm," 
u  the  blessed  anazance  repeat^  again  and  again,  in  diflibnnt 
modes  of  einnssion,  in  every  part  of  the  Bible.  It  is  felly,  it 
k  gaiH,  to  keep  Mngr  from  prayer,  anUer  tbe  misleading  plea, 
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iaitteftfertria|4o»-g»-WMnently  holy  to  be  kmnoaobed. 
I)ii'wlrvSbimS»lirttlSm  m  He  oonimatidfl,  mih  hoot, 
And  BOal,  ud  mifiint ;  did  we  but  tmat  in  Hiui,  rut  Abnthftm 
did,  whcD  "  liis  futh  vriu  ■ooounted  riglitcou^taa ;"  wo  should 
find  wuTtit  «Doug^  vtherewith  to  jnujr  and  pniae.  Lot«  would 
bring  us  to  Him,  believing  and  rcjoiciuK  i°  that  in«xhM8tibl« 
love  which  would  in  »iiai  infiniu  mercy  hciid  dowo  its  re- 
viving r»yB  on  us,  and  lift  up  llie  noiu-iud  spirit,  till  it  found 
net  uu  the  healing  itympnt.hy  of  it«  ali-compiumonnti&g  Ood. 

It  was  thcts  that  Hannah  came  to  Him,  loving  Him,  trusting 
Him,  yot  moru  thim  she  loTed  and  confided  in  her  husbanc^ 
the  nearest  and  dearest  tie  on  euth.  SIk^  did  not  think  hontetf 
too  uDiTorthy  to  approach  and  btseech  Him,  because  she  knew 
that  the  I^w  wliioli  she  obcjod,  and  thu  whole  history  of  her 
^^eople^  teemed  witli  hid  invitations  so  to  do,  And  His  promises 
to  answer.  Site  came  ti>  Ilim,  because  she  knew  He  loved  her, 
and  would  have  coropasaion  ;  luid  bccaufiu  she  so  loved  Him, 
that  it  was  far  easier  to  pour  into  His  gracious  ears  her  ailenC 
sorrowa  than  breathe  tlicm  unto  man.  She  CAine  to  Him, 
because  sbe  not  only  loved,  but  believed  with  such  a  pure  and 
child-like  faith,  that  when  the  bi^h-priest  bade  her  "Qoin 
peace,  and  God  grant  thee  thy  petition,"  she  returned  to  hat 
<iWD  home  BO  calmly,  so  trustiogly,  that  she  "did  eat,  and  beer 
conotenauce  wa£  no  more  sad  — words  that  convince  ua  how 
fiilly  )ihe  must  have  believed  when  she  prayed,  and  not  only 
then,  but  through  bet  hfetime.  for  faith  is  of  no  inctantAtieoas 
growth.  It  ia  a  plant  so  foreign  to  this  cold,  sceptical,  qnoe- 
tioninj;  world,  that  it  must  be  nuntt-d  und  tended  into  life  ;  it 
must  be  a  haffil,  not  a  fttilititj;  it  niuxt  attend  our  eveir 
pravor,  our  every  itpirituiil  ajtpi ration,  <ir  when  most  needed,  it 
will  fail  UN,  and  phmgu  ua  into  (fltxim. 

But  it  may  be  aj<keil,  in  what  need  we  have  such  perfect  and 
constant  faitli  ?  H^mnnirs  px.iition  will  not  bear  upon  us  now, 
as  we  have  neitlu-r  hi«!i  pritwt  nor  Temple,  nor  any  visible 
■nsniftetations  of  the  KtcniArs  ititerfi^T^-nre  in  human  atHairs. 
We  have  not,  indeed;  but  we  have  Mtill  His  Wouu,  the  HtBtE, 
wherein  so  to  learn  His  attribiitL-^  His  promises,  that  durinc; 
oor  captivity  we  need  no  more ;  for  if  we  disbelieve  that  Word^ 
so  priest,  no  temple,  no  apporvntJy  visible  reply,  would  give 
us  the  faith  tev  need,  and  which  Hannah  ^tnw^a 

We  ne«d  faith  to  believe  that  God  is  love,  and  our  souls 
immortal  ]  that  every  precious  promise  in  His  word  u  addiwscd 
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as  emnlututtDy  to  as  hnJiviJualfy  u  to  as  naHontUfy:  (o  fsd 
thkt  uwK  is  aoother  &uil  »  brighter  World,  wlwre  "  fft  iuiA 
not  Men,  DNther  hath  enr  lieara,  what  He  hatU  prpj^ored  for 
tboae  that  love  Him  " — faith  to  know  that  we  are  luilividually 
olf^Mts  of  His  love  aod  ct\n,  an  aurelj  as  that  ertrv  UhIa  m 
mm  tnd  inTwble  ioaect  ak  alike  the  work  oT  Hts  hand,  nod 
H»  «OQ>t«Dt  lenewal  of  that  power  which  at  a  word  called  forth 
cmtiOD.     Wc  Boed  faith  to  ditoem  the  working  <>f  an  et«mal 
LoTO  and  iuliiiiU'  tioodness  in  the  Hisboij  of  Man,  Past  and 
Ptesent ;  to  mark  tbrou^  the  eril  which  u  often  alone  vinbli 
the  furthcniROc  of  that  Dirine  Will  and  Perfect  Good,  whi< 
ram  as  a  blIvct  thread  tlimnsfa  the  darkest  web,  and  links 
irtvld  with  heaven — idar  with  God. 

It  is  for  all  these  tilings  wc  need  Paith:  that  fiuth  which, 
instead  of  banishinK  Beaton,  welcomes  aod  rejoices  in  her  u 
her  companion  and  oaodmud.  Poith  may  exist  without  reaam; 
bnt  let  reason  attempt  to  exclude  &ith  altoKcther,  let  tiw 
materialist  and  scoffer  laugh  and  mock  at  all  things  wfaidt 
oanaot  be  subetantialljr  proved,  and  on  his  bed  of  death  what 
abaU  EQpport  bim  ?  Let  him  explain,  if  he  con,  birth  and 
death,  the  beginniDg  and  the  end ;  and  ^len,  and  not  till  then, 
may  he  contemn  and  deride  those  who,  contented  to  be  Ita 
wise  and  le^s  inquiring,  walk  calmly  and  happily  throngb  this 
dark  valley  of  earth  with  the  angel,  F^th,  at  their  side: 
seiidiut;  up  their  lowly  petitions  on  His  aspiring  wings  ;  ana 
oalmlf  anking,  when  Uie  tale  of  life  is  done,  secure,  thton^ 
lath's  nmple  leading  of  the  word  of  God,  of  that  everlamj^^ 
bliw  wliich  awaits  hun  in  another  and  purer  world.        ^^H 

With  tlie  lii.'«t»ry  of  Hannah,  our  Third  Period  conclndc^^l 
and  from  the  lennth  with  which  we  have  treated  each  separalB™ 
notice,  we  have  little  further  to  add,  save  the  esTneet  hope  that 
an  impartial  ia\A  unprejudiced  study  of  all  that  we  have  brou^t 
forward,  will  cuuviucc  our  readers  tiiat  do  law  for  the  degrade 
tion  and  heathen iiiiii;;  the  Women  of  Israel  coold  Itave  had 
[exigteuce  from  the  Kxudua  to  the  monarchy  ;  tliat,  therefore, 
[all  statut«B  to  that  effect,  which  may  be  (iu<iteii,  most  fas 
Bnman,  not  Divine,  and  cannot  be  charged  to  the  Law  of  God, 
I  or  regarded  aa  characteristic  of  the  manners  and  customs  Q( 
'  Hie  people. 

To  us,  aa  women,  the  whole  of  the  Third  Period  t«ems  wWi 
lidauce  and  couaolatioo ;  and,  as  Women  of  laraal,  maat 
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^Bttti«fy  na  with  tbo  eonfinrnttion  uf  our  eqniJity  and  elention. 

^^Bfaall  we,  then,  feel  ubuned  uf  tbc  faith  whidi  provi^  sacb 

'      Iawh,  and  the  linngc  which  counta  inch  chAraotcrs  u  Debonh, 

Ii>omi,  and  Ilsnnoli  amongft  our  nncestir  T    Shall  we  pnhr 

listening  to  the  mistaken  se«I  which  wriuM  pureuade  as  that, 

an  Hubniw  fvnules,  we  oiv  lowered  and  dc^iidi-d,  and  can  only 

become  ^rituallr  fnw  hr  detwrtinK  the  faith  of  our  anoeatoit) 

to  looking  througn  the  Word  of  God,  and,  tindng  our  ]>nTllege> 

there,  moke  it  oar  glory  U<  reveal  them,  through  our  faith  and 

^^mdact,  to  the  wtiolu  Gcntjle  world?    Oh,  will  not  tvtxy 

^^^Hia  oerrv  her  heart  to  prove  timt  her  religion  oomea  from 

^HHcOod  of  Love  and  Inth,  whose  words  once  spoken  will 

^■iMlfor  ever,  whose  Law  once  given  will  know  no  dwnge;  that 

^^  abe  has  in  that  fuith  coough  to  give  her  stnogth  to  bve,  and 

iMpetodic;  aye,  and  to  glory  in  thnt  blessed  Law  which  cued 

iior  woman  fint,  and  will  atn  for  hex  for  tret 
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BBTABUSHMENT  OP  THE  MONARCHY.-PATRHmSM 

THE  WOMEN  OP  ISRAEL -MCnAL.  ^ 

Wb  are  now  come  to  an  important  chancre  in  tlie  history  o^l 
ItiiuA  ;  the  firat  step  to  her  downfall,  aca  tliu  tint  opening  foe 
the  fearful  flood  of  miserjr  and  crime  which  iiationBUy  ftod 
individually  deluded  Judeo.  We  allode  to  tti«  olcctioa  of  an 
earlhty  kiug,  aud  the  «»tablishment  of  »  temporal  monarchy. 
In  rain  the  propbet  Samuel  reaaoned  »»d  implored,  beae«chiii( 
tbom  to  rest  coatcntod  with  Uie  government  already  e»t*> 
blislied  ;  and  in  the  dcopcHt  liu:iiility  of  spirit  prayed  nuto  tlis 
Lord.  "  Hcarkuo  unto  the  voioe  of  the  people,  in  all  tliat  tliey 
say  unto  thcc,"  wu  the  graciouH  answer,  "  for  Uiey  liare  not 
rejected  tbec,  but  they  liave  rejected  US,  that  /  ahould  not 
reign  over  them."  Awful  wonU,  and  most  awfully  fulSUodl 
Tiie  inGnite  mercy  of  Israel's  Qod  would  not  reject  Hi»  people^ 
though  they  had  rejected  Ilim  ;  but  in  the  vciy  gratihcatian 
of  their  doure  to  have  a  king  tbev  receiTed  tluir  chastise- 
ment ;  a  chaatisemenl  not  of  a  year  a,  or  a  oentui^-'it  continu- 
anoe,  bat  lasting  throng^  agea  and  tget,  of  enuo,  mlseiy. 
ezpuluon,  pcraecution.  and  worktng  against  unhappy  IstmI 
even  at  this  present  day. 

But  the  Eternal  would  not  expose  them  to  these  t«iribb 
effects  of  their  own  choice  without  warning^  and  by  tha 
month  of  Samuel  He  told  them  of  all  the  evila  tJiey  would 
exjierience  under  earthly  kings,  and  that  they  would  ray  out 
in  their  distress  unto  the  Iiord,  and  then  Ha  would  not  hear 
them ;  but  still  tbcy  pvreisted  in  the  my  face  of  tliat  |)CO> 
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jibetical  word  God  {inoted  indeed  their  request.  The  people 
with  the  nildtat  r^oicinp  received  the  king,  and  behclo^ • 
monarchy  csUblisbed ;  bat  tlie  awful  effect-i  tbonoo  onniing 
oagbt  to  coDviuoe  vb,  that  the  craiitinc  our  rcqaests  ia  not 
always  the  endenc«  of  the  Lord'K  love  and  approbatioQ. 
Better,  far  better,  to  reat  in  Hliu,  and  submit  to  Hiji  will, 
however  it  may  interfere  nit h  our  own  shott-tight«d  wishei^J 
than  peniat  in  their  accoui[>li.ihuii.'nt,  and  ao  weary  our  Father^ 
in  heaven  with  repininfipi  and  compliunt^  tut  to  rnkkn  Him 
ffrant  that  iu  an^cr,  which  in  love  He  would  r<^usc.  W« 
should,  indeed,  bnug  bi-furu  Him  all  our  wished,  through  th« 
billed  medium  of  prayer ;  but  tuch  prayeni  nhouid  ever  be 
coupled  with  the  entreaty  for  grace:  to  niwt  His  will,  whatever 
it  may  be ;  to  xubmit  uiununnunngly  to  His  decision  ;  and 
still  to  realise  Hia  love,  bowBver  he  may  ordain  difiappoint- 
OMnt.  To  such  praycnt  we  an  augured,  through  the  promisei 
of  His  Word,  that  )ic  will  deign  to  reply  ;  but  fur  the  men 
mtrea^  for  th«  gmtification  of  earthly  wishes,  the  pranenen 
to  ooispliun  and  repine  at  the  faintest  semblance  of  denial, 
O  let  ns  nmsmbei  the  misery  hurled  unon  Israel  by  the 
nanting  tll«r  reqn«st  for  a  king,  and  take  warning.  It  ia 
tans  that,  even  in  our  history,  the  Word  of  God  ma^  instruct 
uid  ^ide  US,  and  give  us  lessons  for  daily  life  and  individual 
petitions  from  national  examples. 

The  monarchy  of  Israel  lasted  for  the  period  of  four  hoa- 
dred  and  lifty  j^ear^,  and  thiu  pnseote  us  with  »  fourth  divi- 
sioD  of  our  subject ;  the  social  and  domestic  condition  of  the 
Women  of  Israel  during  its  conlinuauce  being  a  remarkable 
proof  for  or  against  our  argument,  tliat  no  law  transmitted  to 
ua  bv  Moees  commanded  our  de^n^adation.  By  a  careful  study 
of  their  positions,  as  disjilayed  in  the  various  sketches  of 
fooaie  oharaoter  found  in  the  historic  books,  we  shall  be  able 
kt  looit  to  discover  if  indeed  there  were  any  human  laws  or 
otutoms  at  work  oounteiikcting  the  elevating  and  spirituaiiuiig 
influence  of  llie  statutcM  for  woman's  benefit  cnjoinvd  by 
Moves.  Tltc  fearful  crime*,  and  awful  state  of  anardiy  and 
nbsUion,  durins  the  kiiwdom,  will  not  indeed  allow  us  cilbeE^ 
tin  variet;  or  the  oompwtcneM  of  fumalo  charsoten,  as  db« 
piUkyed  in  our  fint  and  third  periods ;  nor  thaU  we  fu>d  tad 
DMutiiul  toisons  enidiog  us  individuaUy  ;  stJll,  in  the  brief 
sketi^Ma  biooght  before  ns,  there  is  Boffioient  fiw  our  couvie* 
tioD  thtt,  as  women  of  Istwil,  wo  ai*  u  el«>7»t«d  and  ^iiibual- 
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{led  as  tbe  most  «*cting  0>tk»s  out  require ;  luid  tlutt  if  -mt 
m*  AegndtA,  socitllj  and  tDdiTidtiklly,  in  the  mind  or  taj 
miui  bearing  the  bononred  BAme  of  J«w,  it  is  in  direct  con- 
tmlirtion  to  the  Uws  of  God,  and  otHnpletclT  oppoMcd  to  the 
pnetice  of  Judaism,  cveo  in  tliat  period  wbes  bcr  foUowm 
«H«  aiuk  to  the  )o«c«t  ebb  of  mmry  aw)  sio. 

Hw  cstablishtueot  of  tbe  kingdom  bad  in  all  probabili^ 
influence  on  the  social  poation  of  the  Hebrew  women  tbaa  .  _ 
uy  otlMT  cUaa,  until  tm  nDiTerga]  wickedncK  tpnad  even  bo 
them,  trad  eaMcd  the  propbeticBl  deonnciatioiig  against  tbeii 
ai&s,  «a  distiDct  from  thoee  of  num.  Tbo  Gnt  montioa  at 
women  in  this  period,  is  their  eoinuig  forth  from  all  tbe  ehin 
«f  bnel,  etnoM  and  dancing,  to  meet  King  Saul,  after  the 
d«tra«tioo«OolJatl)  by  Davidj  with  tabreta,  with  joy,  and 
with  instruments  of  music ;  ovidcntly  a  voluntsrf  act,  and 
nuking  thdr  socdal  pwdtion  to  have  Heeu  on«  of  perfeet 
freedom,  and  ako  of  Muie  influcooe,  eU«  their  ascribing  to 
]>aTid  the  glory  of  alayiiig  his  ten  thouBands,  and  Saol  only 
hn  thousands,  would  not  liave  canned  the  kins  bo  much  dis- 
tmbanoe.  We  Icam,  too,  from  this  account,  mat  the  ^fte  of 
song,  and  the  dance,  and  playing  upon  divers  instnunentx,  had 
not  at  all  d«g«iierated  in  the  Imelitish  ttcaoeu  aince  the  time 
of  Miriam,  when  they  cchof^d  back  Mosen'  song  of  pnia. 
The  skill  in  the»  aocompUitbmcnte  argues  an  education  both 
polUhcil  aud  refined,  very  fitiporior  to  the  iiutruction  accotded 
to  thr  wKinen  of  contemporary  nations.  Examples  of  int^laot 
Aiid  ju<lginent  we  have  had  alnsody.  and  Rhall  have  aBala; 
tliercfon:  it  ii  aleo  clear  thnt  their  education  waa  not  coraMd 
to  mere  superficial  accomplislunents,  which  is  oftea  rappoxd 
the  only  instruction  n«ce«ary  for  woman.  The  iong,  and 
danci-,  nnd  knowledge  of  nrastcal  instntmente,  were  but  a 
aoall  portion  of  the  female  Hcbren's  acquirement* ;  but  that 
they  an'  cxprrssly  named  more  tliiin  once  in  tlie  Wotd  of  God, 
abould  vncoumgc  us  alike  in  their  cultivation  and  in  tbeii 
tnjogmetit,  granted  a«  sources  of  recreation,  of  innocent  plea- 
sure, and  yet  mom  as  the  means  of  sacred  rejoicinc.  To  aboM 
tbcm,  by  making  them  eources  of  envy  and  diqiMy,  and  all 
;k]nds  of  ill-feelmg,  or  to  undervalue  and  deapiw  them  as 
[panares  and  foollnhneBs,  must  both  alike  be  wron?,  and  pre- 
vent the  perfection  of  the  heart  towatds  God.  He  cndowsd 
"■  not  wjth  talents  to  lie  unused,  hot  to  make  olhcn  happf, 
*  '  "icrease  our  own  innocent  and  healthful  rveonrcee,  ana 
I  ever-gushing  spring  of  gratitude  towards  him. 
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••  Hardid^tlw  «oo»  of  UtmA  refniainmnattinial  rtjoidny. 
n^fmn  not  «ittfi)M(l  to  tli«ir  oim  uuTOw  epbercs,  feeling; 
aoiaWnst  be^<).  Iliey  did  not  amik  to  soorn  the  holy 
Ming  of  patriutiim,  whioh  thonld  aw&ken  cvorv  f«malc  heart 
the  jojs  nnd  griefs,  tiiumphs  and  defeabi  of  ner  country,  aa 
thvj  vcre  her  own.  They  eiicourag«d,  they  rejoiced  in  it ; 
and  its  rcry  poeteniou  and  diapl&y  [nxiTes  their  equiility  with 
man  m  citJieiiR  of  Israel,  and  cbildi^n  of  the  Lord.  We 
never  Bud  patriotism  id  a  ilegradod  posilioD — the  slave  knowH 
not  cvea  it«  name,  much  leai  the  glow,  the  eiithusiam  witit 
^hich  it  lights  up  our  being.  It  is  in  itaelf  a  refining  and 
apiritoal  principle,  intimately  connected  with  oar  higher  eelres. 
To  the  Iv»eltt«$  it  must  have  been  vet  more  powerful  thuu  to 
•07  other  nation,  for  their  beautiful  land  was  the  direct  ^ft 
of  God;  and  bearing  every  sabbatical  year  miraculous 
vifeneee  of  Hlb  unceasing  love,  in  permitting  the  Kuctified 
earth  to  give  forth  of  itself  sufficient  for  the  holy  people,  that 
tiiejr  might  not  have  the  temptation  of  nac^miy  to  dimb^ 
their  law.  Israel  in  captivity  may  not  indeed  be  enabled  to 
leaKae  the  same  feeling  of  amor  patricB  m  larael  io  JudeA; 
vet  let  OS  not  foqitet  that  we  are  eulee.  and  sometimiM  ca«t  a 
lotfiiUE  look  of  lingering  love  to  tliat  land  whioh  is  ntill  uura. 
ud  which  will  once  again,  at  the  mandate  of  the  Lord,  spring 
up  is  renewed  and  renovated  lovelineHs,  to  welcoiue  home  the 
weary  wanderers  "from  the  north,  and  from  the  ti>uih.  and 
from  the  eit.'tt,  and  from  the  we^t."  Did  tro  iwmclimn  think 
of  Judcn  M  our  own  land,  wu  tthould  not  regard  our  dtvttiuetl 
tvtuni  to  Jenisalem  eithi-r  with  direct  tinbeltcf,  or  aa  a  clntugo 
from  the  creature  comforta  which  wo  may  be  enjoying  in  our 
oaptirity,  not  at  all  to  be  deeired.  Daily  iit  the  prayer  for  the 
rebuilding  of  Jerusalem  offered  up ;  yet  how  vet^  many  of 
those  who,  while  they  would  think  the  omituon  of  that  peti- 
tion almost  sin,  yet  so  little  enter  into  it«  spirit,  as  to  shrink 
fiotn  even  the  thought  of  returning  unto  our  own  most  holy 
lutd. 

Nor  does  this  fooling  towards  Jerusalem  interfere  with  the 
emotions  which  we  all  ought  to  experience  towards  the  lands 
of  our  adoption — "  Bcek  toe  peuoe  of  the  city  [or  land]  whither 
i  have  cause<l  you  to  be  carried  away  captives,"  the  Lord 
Himself  proclaimed  through  Hifl  prophet  Jeremiah,  "  and  pray 
nato  the  Lord  for  it ;  for  m  the  peace  thereof  shall  ye  hare 
What  injunction  can  be  stronger  or  more  aoknui 
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thao  tbese  words,  diicoting  erea  onr  jinj-crs,  and  thns  «t  odm  ^ 
npcoring  the  scoffen  who  sooro  the  iile&  of  individaal  peti- 
tions  beDefititig  a  nation  ?  That  Israel  is  dcepljr  susoentibfe 
of  love  of  country  distinct  from  the  love  boroe  towards  JudM, 
is  beaiitifull}-  mid  fordblv'  exemplified  Id  the  history  of  her 
expulAi^D  from  Spain,  ana  of  Her  secfet  existence  there  in  tlte 
Tery  midst  of  danger,  and  death  if  discovered,  when  so  maoj 
other  lands  olTerca  a  secure  retreats  And  sball  not  we,  rc»> 
pect«d  and  at  peace  as  we  are,  id  free  and  hapi>y  EngUad, 
encourage  this  refiDed  and  hoiy  fedin^  and  "  pray  nnt«  the 
Lord  for  it,"  !Ls  for  oar  own  bright  land?  B7  woman,  even 
more  tUau  man,  should  this  emotion  be  experieooed — for  how 
heavy  would  be  ber  burthen,  if  the  peace  of  home  were  liable 
to  be  disturbed.  Let  us  then  remember  our  |>rivi]«g««  and 
duties  as  women  of  Israel,  and  bid  our  own  hearts  to  glow 
witli  ptriotism,  alike  in  mournini;  fondoea  for  Judea,  as  in 
grat«rul  and  prayerful  affection  for  the  lands  Messing  the  exile 
with  liberty  and  rest ;  that  we  may  unconsciously  imbue  tha 
hearts  of  our  sons  nith  the  same  eleratinf  and  parifying  eoio- 
tioDH,  and  beliold  thetn,  while  glorying  in  tlte  aacrml  oams 
they  bear,  n»  heriturH  and  future  deniiteai  of  the  loud  of  pro- 
mise, ever  ready  to  stand  forward  as  able  citizens  and  vahaat 
dcfendcrv  <if  their  adopted  homei. 

Ill  coiirimmtion  of  our  tlieory,  that  in  tho  earlier  htstoiT  of 
Itnwcl  line  wife  was  the  natural  and  legal  position  of  womaa. 
we  liiid  that  Saul  had  no  more — or  more  than  the  on«  wonla 
have  been  Hpi-ciH«<l,  lut  in  t)ic  case  of  the  otlier  kinga.  He  had 
two  ilaughtcrs,  Merab  and  MicliaL  Of  the  former  little  is 
metitiuncd  ;  except  that  she  it  was,  who  was  tho  fir^  otTered 


But  the  Lord  was  with  David,  and  had  dopiuted  ^m  Saul, 
and  the  roung  man  must  evidently  have  won  the  proniiMd 
reward,  for  wo  read  in  Holy  Writ,  "  It  came  to  pass  at  the 
tine  when  Menib  should  have  boon  ^vcn  to  David,  that  ^|M 
was  gireu  uato  Adriel  the  Mchnlathite  to  wife  ;"  a  cnarse  of 
actinia  exactly  such  ae  we  should  exoect  fium  tlie  cnprioiom 
tyruiii  wbicli  Snul  hiid  become.  Still  David,  with  a  single- 
mimledneM  and  simple  confidence,  only  found  in  earlv  yoatb, 
and  in  a  youth  of  virtue,  i^K«mB  to  have  trusted  ana  ibnght 
again;  and  thia  Ume  cvidcutly  with  so  much  settled  fiuvnght 
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gutomJnatioa.  tbit  we  miftht  tJmost  infer  tbat  tbe  love 
wlii<.'h  M'tclml,  Suul's  wooud  aaugliter,  bore  towuds  Dsnd 
via.\  fiiltv  rvtiiriH->.l,  and  ao  iaipuvd  the  dangtroos  expedition 
on'wliiclt  hv  vi'iitured. 

We  luvc  nut  very  much  of  Mieh*1,  nor  nnj  paiticoUrlf 
ptetusiRi^'  portraiture  of  oharacter,  yet  our  history  will  not  be 
complete  without  noticing  oil  tEiat  is  reconlud  conceroinz  ber. 
Tbe  deep  love  tbnt  in  her  youth  die  appears  to  have  bonie 
David,  must  have  exposed  her  many  times  to  an  intensity  nf 
suffering  which  throws  a  degree  of  interest  around  her,  and 
enlists  us  more  warmlr  in  her  favour  than  we  otherwise  could 
have  been.  Jonathans  faithful  friendship  for  David  always 
ives  tbe  meed  of  our  admiratioa,  the  more  so  from  lua 
(lie  eon  of  his  desdlieet  foe.  The  love  borne  towards 
>y  Uie  daughter  of  Saul,  must  have  been  a  yet  stronger 
eiuotion  ;  and  in  consequence  subjected  Michal  to  still  deepoi 
BUlVertDg.  It  does  not  appear  that  Merab  loved  David  ;  and 
therefore  Micbal's  first  suuoriuK  must  liave  been  excit4>d  by 
beholding  him  destined  for  another  who  loved  liim  not ;  whiw 
she  who  had  given  him  the  first  fretJiaeas  and  fervour  of  h«r 
afTectiona  was  set  aside  and  disregarrled.  Even  when  this 
soRow  was  removed  by  the  union  of  Merab  with  Adricl,  and 
her  love  being  reported  to  her  father,  it  plea«ud  him  as  the 
leaua  of  enMiaring  David,  how  little  confidence  oould  she  have 
laced  in  her  father's  prmaiMt,  when  tsbe  remembered  how  he 
already  dcceivetl.  Her  fears  of  Saul's  caprice  were,  how- 
irer,  at  this  time  without  foundatioiL  She  became  the  wife 
)f  Daviil,  whom,  we  are  tuld,  she  continued  to  Inve  as  fondly 
aAer  uiairriagc  as  before.  In  hL-r  case  it  was  not  "  beoanse  Ifaa 
oaricnt  of  true  love  tiercr  will  run  smooth"  that  she  loved 
huD,  and  consequently  that,  when  the  desired  happiness  was 
obtained,  its  glow  dissolved.  Pence  indeed,  and  rest  fixim 
anxiety,  she  had  not,  even  when  tho  wife  of  David.  The  love 
ahe  bore  him  must  continually  have  exposed  ber  to  terror  for 
his  safe^,  for  her  father  "  grew  yet  the  mote  afraid  of  David," 
aud  rencatedlf  gave  ordi.'ra  thai  be  should  be  alaio ;  fortunntnly, 
he  baa  taken  his  sou  Jonathan  into  hia  confidence,  and  the 
young  man  boldly  and  hrtiily  stood  forwaril  in  hb  friend's 
defence,  venturing  even  to  call  tbe  kuig's  de^red  deed  a  sin 
afcoinst  David,  who  had  ever  done  hia  duty  alike  to  Saul  and 
to  bis  country.  For  a  tjme  bis  pleat^ga  succeeded,  and  a« 
i)avid  was  agaiu  with  Saul«  as  iu  times  past,  Michal's  tenor 
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might  bive  in  »  device  mibsided,  and  tbe  htut  alike  of  tlie 
daagfater  ud  tb«  wife  been  a  brief  while  at  Mooe.  Bat,aguii, 
titere  wae  war  with  tbe  Philistines;  and  Darid,  true  to  )m 
heroic  ebuaetet,  west  out  and  fuught  with  tbem,  and  ikv 
them  iritii  meh  great  slMght«r  Uul  they  fled  from  him  :  y«t  . 
how  mieht  Mieul  ngoioe  in  the  glorioiu  heroism  of  ber  bn-  ^H 
band,  when  his  deeda  of  vatoor  ever  recalled  the  king's  deadtj  ^H 
iMnL  and  expoMd  him  to  renewed  peril  ?  Eves  in  tbe  verjr  ' 
act  of  fthnTwi'^g.  hy  his  ezqui«il«  sKilt  on  tbe  harp,  the  c*u 
^irit  from  tbr  nioitareh'i  heart,  Saal  fl«ng  the  javWin  which 
he  bad  in  his  bAJi<i  with  socb  fierce  and  deadlj  aim  tlmt  David 
only  eecaped  inctant  detth  by  vtarting  aode,  and  the  ioAtrri- 
nent  struck  the  wall.  He  fled  from  tbe  royal  pnMDCc  to  his 
own  home,  revealing  by  hi*  ndden  return  tbe  danger  he  bad 
incaned.  aod  rccaUmjt  all  Micbal'i  feats.  Nor  waa  the  cUneor 
over.  MeasoDgcre  aent  to  David's  boose  to  watch  and  slay  him 
in  tbe  moniing,  at  ooee  nxued  tbe  terror  and  the  onei]^  of  hia 
devoted  wik.  David  wm  to  oaivenaUj  beloved,  that  mforma- 
tioo  of  the  king's  intentions  towuds  bus  bad  in  all  probabili^ 
be«Q  tnnEmittcd  to  Uiohal  by  tbe  meewngen  tbcmselvfle,  or 
thnxmji  tbe  asency  of  JonaUum,  who,  like  Eii  sister,  was  ever 
on  the  alert  for  David's  preeerntimL  b  whatever  w«y  aba 
fecMved  tidings  of  his  danger,  it  is  oertaio  that  i-he  it  was 
whose  ecerg;^  nod  indgment  saved  him;  aroasing  him  "to  save 
thyUflB  to-night,  else  to-morrow  thou  wilt  he  elain." 

We  find  nifithcr  comi^aint  nor  bewailing  on  the  put  of 
Michal,  though  she  was  parting  from  ber  hnshaad  tat  aa 
indefinite  ^od,  during  which  timo  snflenBg  and  honor  of 
every  description  might  asBail  both  him  and  her;  Hiat  die  fel^ 
even  to  anguiab^e  must  beliere,  for  we  have  been  twioe  tola 
that  she  "  loved  David."  And  those  who  Iov«,  can  alone  httn 
an  adequate  idea  of  all  that  parting  must  have  been ;  yel 
FeeliDg  itaelf  saccnmbsd  before  the  euergy  of  Will,  iriiieb  ooly 
soo^it  his  preservation,  scarcely  alloviug  time  even  for  woru 
of  kindaess  or  one  farewell  embrace.  "  She  let  him  down 
throng  tbe  window,  and  be  went,  and  Bed,  and  eecaped;"  and 
Miobal,  not  danng  to  give  way  to  emotion,  busied  henelf  ia 
carrying  ovt  her  stratagem  to  obtain  saffieient  time  for  bis 
eaoape,  ere  he  was  pnmed.  Bhe  laid  an  iagage  in  David's  bed, 
and  put  a  pillow  of  goat's  hair  for  his  bolster,  and  oorered  it 
with  a  cloth;  and  when  tbe  morning  oam^  and  Saul'a 
DesBeogera  demanded  David,  she  calmly  Mi  them  be  wag  sick; 
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BnA  with  that  iDformstion  the^  erulently  returned  to  tltvlr 
sovereign,  probably  not  at  all  aotry  thiil  Ditvid  uriu  unable  to 
accompany  them.  The  wrath  of  the  kinj;,  howcrer,  wajt  not  to 
be  turned  aside ;  he  comnianded  them — "Bring  him  up  to  ma 
in  the  bed,  that  I  ma^  stay  him."  Aud,  af;ivin  nrocveding  t«| 
bis  hou^,  the  deceit  was  discovered,  a»d  Michal  Iwnelf 
brought  before  her  father. 

"Wherefore  tiath  thou  deceived  me  ap,"  be  demanded,  "and' 
sent  away  mine  enem^r  that  he  haaesoapedl"    AndMicluI- 
aoawered  Saul,  "  He  aaid  unto  me,   Let  me  go  ;  why  ahotild  t 
kill  thee!"  an  answer  which,  thouKh  by  thu  previous  narrativo 
Dot  strictly  true,  was  jwrhaps  allounble  from  tho  danjjcrouii 
and  difficult  position  in  which  Miclial  wait  plncvd.     To  avowl 
the  .^liiure  ahe  had  had  in  bi^  encane,  would  only  have  Aggrapf 
rated  her  father's  au^er;  aud  tlinuKli  the  oK^iny  and  persocntori 
9f  her  inriocetit  htHDaml,  yet  Saul  wa«  still  net  fnthcT  :  aud 
Ifichal,  whu  iiad,  no  duubt,  been  broiiuht  up  in  the  peculiarly 
ftrict  and  reverential  feelings  of  Iluhrew  children   to   thrir 
puentii,  might  not  have  fcit  justified  iii  exciting  her  fatbi.-r'a 
wnth  towanU  hcrsdf,  more  than  David's  i-wape  hud  iJreaily  ] 
done.    TItc  arntwer  appuam  to  have  satisfied  Saul  »o  fur  ua  his 
daa^litCT  wu  oouoernwl:   but  the  soarob  ud  pursuit  after 
David  continued  unabated. 

During  the  immcdiirt«  prcttsure  of  danger,  Hm  mind  and 
heart  arc  snpiwrtcd  by  their  own  energy  ;  and  we  know  not 
how  fearfully  the  nenro;  have  been  ovcrvtniined,  till  the  poriodl 
of  action  is  passed,  and  «n>  can  only  be  ttill  and  endure.  How 
sadly  this  must  have  been  the  owtc  with  Michal  we  may  vteH 
imaginG,  when  wc  remember  that,  from  the  hour  of  hU  owape 
by  ber  means  until  h>c  was  catjiblished  in  t4ie  sovcmgnty  of 
Israel,  an  Interval  of  fivo  or  six  years,  she  never  looked  on  th« 
Inubaild  of  her  love  B^n,  Month  after  month,  year  after 
year,  if  she  heard  of  him  at  all,  it  must  have  been  still  at  i 
wanderer  Hying  &om  place  to  place,  at  the  imminent  risk  o 
his  life,  either  hx>m  the  emissaries  of  Sitnl.  or  from  the  treachny 
aod  spite  of  the  various  courts  in  which  ho  was  compelled  to 
take  a  refuge.  At  one  time  even  the  inmato  of  caves  an^ 
deserts — at  another  forced  to  feign  madness — often  in  want  < 
actuf^  food  and  other  Bcceasaries  of  daily  life;  and  yet  moi . 
than  these  ; — Michal  was  a  woman,  and  a  loving  woman  ;  and- 
though  the  custom  of  marrying  many  wivee  wait  not  illegal  in 
Jndea,  and  not  felt  as  it  would  be  now,  wc  have  already  aecB 
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that  it  wu  >onetime«  prodocUve  of  •nrrair  ud  Tcxktiom ; 
to  tti9  EbwDt  and  the  lovins  Midul,  the  tlunifht  that 
bod  fonad  otti«ni  to  suppur  h«r  pUoe,  ud  vamt  ttkcrcfece  h» 
could  not  D««d  or  think  of  her  m  <1m  did  of  him,  mnut  han 
beeo  fisuglii  with  no  littU  degree  of  bittenefle,  gnatljr  oggn- 
yotiog  the  pug  of  Mpnnttion. 

Nor  was  tliU  nil.  Wv  nrv  told  (1  Sam.  xzr.  1),  "  tluit  Sml 
had  ^Teii  Michal,  hU  <Uuglitvr,  Dsvid's  wife,  to  Pludti,  the 
Kin  of  Laiah,"  an  act  of  capricious  tyranny  in  direct  dis- 
ol«dtf^nc«  to  the  lawH  of  Israel.  A  dirone  mi^t  permit  a 
nouian  to  become  the  wife  of  anotlwr  man,  but  no  divoroe 
wlt^ever  h^  taken  place  between  David  and  Michal ;  and 
CODMqaeDttjr  Saul's  action  must  only  have  proceeded  from 
that  det«nnined  persecution  of  the  Lord's  Anointed,  vhidi 
arged  bim  to  anno^  him  in  every  posoble  way.  even  if  to  do  n 
oooasioued  diaobedience  to  the  btw.  That  Utchal  herself  oould 
ever  have  voluntarily  acqtiiceoed,  when  we  know  how  "dit 
loved  Darid,"  is  neither  posrable  nor  probable.  Saul  bad 
become  a  tyrant  even  to  bis  ova  family  ;  and  the  same  bub 
who  oould  east  a  jaretin  at  his  Dohla  eon  Jonathan,  with  the 
liope  to  alay  him,  after  he^ng  on  him  alt  manner  of  abue, 
only  beoMMO  of  his  love  for,  and  defence  of,  l>avid.  would  nok 
scnipl*  to  outrage  every  f<H:ling  of  bis  dauxhtcr,  and  ooomI 
her,  oy  tl>*  ■»<>"'  iniqnitoua  foroe,  to  annul  bvr  brief  period  of 
eooneotioo  with  David,  and  become  the  wife  of  another. 

That  Michal  wxa  tJie  uiiUappy  m^fftrtr,  not  the  agmt,  fai 
these  ncJarioiu)  and  moil  illegal  proceedtDge,  is  clearly  evidtal 
fiom  two  circomatanocs.  In  the  finit  pla«t  we  are  oxpreoBly 
told,  "  that  Saul  gave  Michal,  his  daughter,"  &e.  Her  nanu^ 
as  agcut,  is  not  inentiunud,  wlicoce  wc  infer  that  it  was  her 
father's  tyranny,  ai:iuiist  which  a  weak  and  dcfenoeleas  womn 
bad  no  irawer  to  icbd.  In  tlie  second,  it  is  clewly  demon- 
eintblc  that  slio  benclf  was  blameless,  elae  David  would  not 
have  miide  her  rwilomtion  to  himseJf  ooe  of  the  very  first  pro- 
ceeding of  his  rvgal  power.  Had  there  bees  even  the  aemblaaos 
of  a  diTotce.  he  could  not  have  done  thia,  the  law  expreaal^ 
forbidding  it ;  but  the  iniquitous  tyranny  of  S<aul,  tn  thn 
ODtrage  to  his  child,  com|)Jetely  justified  David's  after-pK^ 
ccirdini^  He  would  oot  visit  on  a  hlameloas  child  the  dlas  of 
a  f,a'\\\.y  father,  by  leaving  her  in  the  positian  to  which  parental 
tyranny  had  assigned  her ;  but  recalled  her  to  his  lieart,  and 
to  his,  home,  at  tJie  very  tim^  wheo,  had  his  noble 
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1  nj  spark  of  omoity  t<iwnrda  the  house  of  Soul,  ha 

^ jht,  and  vttb  some  sppoariLncv  of  juslicE',  have  permitted 

ber  to  remain  aeglectea  tud  uncnred  for,  ia  the  equivocal 

(Itatiou  which,  m  do  divorce  bttd  tukcu  place  betwcoD  ner  and 
IliiDfleU^  she  must  uoavuidabty  bnvc  occupied  in  PUalti's  houao. 
The  next  mention  we  have  of  Miclial  after  her  restor&tioa 
to  Uatid,  ia  imlicative  of  a  feeling  vitv  contrary  to  that  which 
at  first  attracted  us  towards  her,  and  displays  an  imperfection 
of  character  which  we  might  perhaps  expect  from  the  daughter 
<if  Saol,  but  certainly  not  from  the  wife  of  David. 

Fui  tlie  last  twenty  vears,  the  ark  of  God  had  remained  ia 
Kirjath  Jearim,  in  the  house  of  Abioadab,  whose  son,  Eteater. 
bad  been  aauctitied  to  kee^  it.  Through  all  th«  troubles  of 
the  reipi  of  Saol  it  had  quietly  remained  there ;  no  incliuatioii 
bavins  btto  demonstrated  by  either  Idng  or  aubjecta  to  remove 
Htek  uid  so  &T]^ng  an  indifference  to  its  sacred  presence,  odIv 
Hpo  fully  biini*!  out  by  the  mauy  illegal  aoU  of  Saul.  Daria 
^EDoId  not  (uol  tills  imliffuretiee.  The  sric  «f  Qod  wu  to  him 
^BP  tnesixewbty  soored,  tlial  his  heart  yearned  for  its  holy  io- 
Saence  in  t!ic  city  where  be  dwelt  ^  and  therd'oru  every  pr«- 
poratiou  wiw  iniuie  for  conducting  it  tu  Hebron  with  all  bcbt- 
tin^  MDotity  and  honour.  The  fear,  bowevCT,  cxcitod  by  the 
smitiiifi  of  Uxcih  for  his  irreverence,  ursod  bis  turaiug  it 
aside  &om  the  ilircct  rood  to  the  city,  and  bringing  it  into  tivi 
bouse  of  Obed-cdom,  the  Gittite.  There  it  abode  tone  months ; 
and  the  Lord  so  blessed  Obcd-edom,  and  all  his  Iionsebold, 
tbat  David  agun  coveted  its  prepuce  in  his  own  ci  ty,  believing 
with  a  child'Iike  and  loving  faith,  that  the  presence  of  the 
Lord  dwelt  there,  and  would  blesj  all  those  who  sought  to  do 
bim  reverence  and  honour.  "  So  David  went  and  brought  up 
the  ark  of  God  from  the  house  of  Obed-edom,  to  the  city  ol 
David,  with  gladness." 

]t  woA  a  VL-ry  jubilee  of  rejoicing  to  the  inmates  of  Hebron. , 
Trumpvtti  and  Ixily  sougs  marked  ita  progress,  and  every  tisl 
pocca  sacrifices  of  oxen  and  fatlings  were  offered  to  the  Lord : 
and  the  king  himndf,  di.srobt'd  of  all  r«^  ornament^  ana 
attircti  «imply  in  it  linen  epliod  as  one  of  tbo  inferior  pri 
jginc^l  with  his  whulu  li«art  in  the  solemn  rejoicing,  by  iMJpio 
^~-\  dancing  before  the  Lord.    Tile  tacdt  of  thk  m>ly  rqoiou 
'  nod  strangrly  to  our  refined  ears;  bat  tite  iton|  iwd  th 
I  were  over  Uus  natural  symbols  of  rvjoicing  in  laraeL 
i)t4,  which  arc  by  many  deemed  so  profane  ae  to  b« 
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«MbJai  boa  iJl  profaKo  of  ttSfioa,  mre,  ia  JodM  and  1 
the  choMD  people  of  God,  ik*  only  illowed.  bat  Mtwtifi 
and  htUowed,  M-  tlMir  iDtimate  Mwriiriwi  widi  Uw  serriM  i 
the  Lord 


■AadM  the  ark 


into  the  dty  of  David, 


Baal's  dasfbtcr,  looked  tlnoa^  a  window,  aad  nw  Ae 


_-*->-  ?_ 


And  ahe  dttrmi  Km  ia  ba  bent* 


|iied  bm  I  ahe  wfao  had  oooe  eo  lomd  him  }    How  oonld 
tnptexiet  with  kmT    Michal 


a  my  womao  ;  u  waa] 
BOt  the  leniit;  and  daadog  she  dopned,  bat  that  Eii^ 
David  aboal'!.  «ithoat  anjr  ennMinw  of  nijatty  or  tuU^ 
dothed  in  the  lowly  ganneota  of  ao  infvior  priest,  raiiiria 
whh  the  crowd,  and  become  for  the  time  as  one  of  tfa«m.  We 
know  that  Eocb  were  ber  fedia^  by  ber  seonifal  addnas  ta 
tlie  kiaft  wbeo  on  the  cwdmwB  of  th«  bamt-offeTinica  aad 
peue-offeriiies  David  retained  to  Ues  his  household,  and 
net  hy  Michkl,  ea^  to  gtva  vent  to  her  coDtcmpt.     "  H' 

dorioBs  was  the  kinz  of  tstsel  to-day,  who  oacovered , 

hneamiu;  removed  tLe  ioBigaia  of  royalty]  in  the  eyes  of  Ihft' 
loWMt  of  his  BBfTaDta,  eren  as  one  of  the  vaiD  fellowa  ihimnlcMlj' 
onoovereth  himselC  aUadtng  to  Uw  lowest  clan  of  ^e  paopk^ 
who  were  ofteo  oompelled  to  remove  their  long  apper  gaimei 
Ictt  it  Bboold  hioder  tbem  in  thetr  work.  "And  David  said  on^ 
Miehal,  It  was  before  the  Lord,  which  «bn»  me  befDi*  th|f 
either,  and  before  alt  lua  boas&  to  appoint  me  nler  over  th* 
Mopto  of  the  Lord,  over  Israel :  and  therefore  will  I  t^om 
ume  the  Lord.  And  I  will  vet  be  more  vile  than  this,  aad 
be  base  in  my  own  ugfat :  aoa  fyet  moR)  of  tho  maadsearvantl 
of  which  thoQ  hast  spokeo,  Khali  I  be  had  in  hooonr  ;"  a  cafaa, 
yet  emphatic  reproof,  biinging  forcibly  before  ber  the  folly  of 
ber  contempt.  What  mre  the  trappings  of  Btste,  th«  dis- 
tinctioD  of  ranks,  before  the  Eternal  f  In  Ilis  si^ht  king  and 
serf,  prince  and  peasant  were  the  same,  judged  only  by  the 
renderuu  of  the  heart  towards  Ilim,  bv  their  leal  or  indiSer- 
aiice  in  His  service.  It  wu  the  Lord  «ho  had  made  David 
what  be  was,  and  therefare  what  was  he  more  in  Qia  sight  than 
the  lowest  of  His  subjects?  Nor  did  he  rejoice  merely  from 
jadrridaal  thanksgiving.  It  wasthe  pnreet  joy  to  a  heart  like 
Datid'a,  that  to  him  the  blessed  privilege  was  mated  of 
hrinpu  the  ark  of  the  Lord  into  his  city;  a  proof  tiiat  the 
Eternal  deij?ked  to  Mess  the  city  of  David  with  Hb  imne- 
"Hife  pnaenee,  and  must  in  itself  have  created  not  only  iadi* 
ut  hut  national  rejoicing. 
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allusion  to  hia  Imving  been  chosen  in  lieu  of  Michal'a 
fbtiier,  and  all  his  houec,  cannot  in  any  w&y  be  regardi?d  aa  an 
unkind  and  UDCoUed-for  reproach  from  David  to  his  vrife.  The 
extent  of  the  love  he  bore  her,  we  infer  not  only  from  the 
f&ctof  hh  recalling  ber,  but  from  his  making  her  restontion 
Ml  absolute  condition  with  Abnei  ere  he  would  accept  that 
mirior'a  alledanc«.  Abner  waa  a  person  of  the  great«At  con* 
(teqnence  iit  Israel,  alike  from  hia  near  connection  with  the 
fAiiiity  of  Saul,  hia  great  influence  ntth  the  people,  and  his 
tkili  and  courage  as  a  warrior.  To  obtain  his  sabjeotioD  and 
alleifiauce  waa  of  almost  vital  importance  to  ttw  )>opal&rity  of 
Piivid ;  vet  did  that  monarch  refuse  t«  receive  him,  even  at. 
the  risk  of  sacrificing  his  offered  submission,  unlc^  h«  wouldj 
briiig  hiui  back  his  wife. 

Nu  ftflinit.    therefore,  actuated    him    towardtt  Michal  ■•■ 

'a  daughter.     Nor  would   a  ^liable  of  ruiimach  havo 

hiR  lipi  concerning  her  parentage,  had  an  not  been 

to  juHt  indignation,  by  her  reproaching  him  with  hia 

in  the  surrioe  of  hia  God,     Notning  U  looro  piuntbl,  or 
more  dtSicult  to  be  borne  with  patience,  uuiii  a  contcmptna 
attack  oil  our  uftl  in  devotion,  or  in  our  ardent  wiith  to  serve' 
the  Lord,  either  in  glorifying  him,    or   doing  good  to  our 
fellow-crvaturca ;  and  the  iienTXT  and  dearer  tnu  person  who 
utters  Rucli  reproach,  the  more  exquisitely  painful  if  it  to  bear. 
Michal  does  not  ajipear  to  have  been  a  religious  woman.    la 
so  part  of  her  history  can   we  trace  the  workings  of  that 
secret,  yet  ever-acting  piety,  which  cliaracterised  so  manj  of 
iier  conntrywomcD.     Her  very  love  for  David  would  seem  to 
have  been  excited,  not  so  much  liom  his  beautiful  and  un- 
vavering  pictv,  but  ^m  the  damliu^  beauty  and  cluTalrie 
qaalitiea  imicn  had  so  distin^iahed  hiin.     Had  she  been  rdi-| 
gioa^  ber  joy  and  thankagiving  that  the  ark  of  her  God  wm' 
perautted  to  abide  in  her  nusband's  city  would  have  ooonpied 
her  mind  to  the  exclusion  of  every  petty  and  eontemptuous 
feetiitg.     Had  she  loved  David  for  those  spiritual  (lualitieti 
which  had  so  gained  hiin  the  loving  favour  of  the  Iiord— | 
delight  and  admiration,  tliat  to  him  this  privilege  was  acoordecLi 
must  utterly  bavo  prcvonted  all  thought  and  emotion  boi  < 
veneration  and  rejoicing :  but  that  it  was  merely  ext^rioc 
beauty  and  brillisnt  qualities  which    had  attracted   her,  is 
dearlv  evident  (rom  the  scomiul  contempt  with  which  «A* 
,ii^(aiaed  him,  when  these  were  Utd  aside  for  iW  nomiiuVt  wcA 
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^bt  oooU   find  entnaoe  Ufa)  the 

_  adag,  UwaHnliw,  and  hdj  letL 

'Dftvid  wu  wtMfiwi  with  ftdnuoMteriDg  »  jut  npnnt ;  but 

Lord  WM  iwt :  and  fmrn  tbe  puniafaraeat  vluch  bafal 

we  must  infer  Uut  her  lio  vu  greater  than  at  a  fint 

it  may  aaein.     That  it  was  oot  ooDtempt  of  Demi 

aaiy  which  bm  felt,  but  contempt  of  th«  IidIjt  aenrioe  in 

which  be  was  oigaged ;  and  thererore  was  it  "  tbat  lliehat 

the  dMight«r  of  Saul  had  no  child  unto  tbe  day  of  hot 

death  :*  not  onJv  debarred  from  hanng  children  of  ner  on, 

bat  even  deprirea  by  a  Bubeequeat  act  of  the  Et«nial'a  justioe 

of  tbe  five  she  had  aoijuired  by  adoption.     In  S  Sam.  xxi.  we 

['find  mention  of  a  t&mine  in  Israel,  which  was  to  aiouw  David 

^'to  the  iaet  that  all  the  awful  actions  of  Saul  and  his  bloo^ 

I  luKiae  were  not  yet  atoned,  and  reparadoo  to  tbe  Gibeonites 

[itiU  to  be  made.     Seven  of  Sauls  neartat  deeoendante  ^ibtj 

[demaikded  should  be  delivered  up  to  then,  in  lien  of  eidMr 

fMld  or  silver,  or  even  execndon  on  the  part  of  Israel's  kia^ 

'  Itand,  guided  \>j  tbe  Lord,  delivered  up,  in  coneoquenw,  two 

of  Saul  a  remaining  sods,  and  hia  fire  gnodeoos,  whidi  lluab 

bis  eldest  daughter  had  borne  to  her  hnsband  Adriel, 

whom  Holy  ^^  rit  infiinns  us,  "  Hichal  had  brought  up 

Adiiel  the  son  of  Bartillai  tbe  Heholalhito." 

Hus  was  she  doobly  childless,  and  by  a  bereavement  m 
awful  in  its  kind  ;  yet  the  very  choice  of  these  might  i 
only  be  for  justice  done  to  the  Gibeonitee.  but  to  work  ont 
iUU  more  fully  the  Etcrual's  anger  against  MicbaL  Tbe  saine 
spirit  which  Iiad  incited  her  to  scorn  His  hol^  aerrice,  might 
have  prompted  the  very  adoption  of  th<»e  children  in  proud 
defiance  to  His  almightj^  wilL  Children  of  her  own  abe  migbt 
be  restrained  from  naving,  but  who  or  what  was  to  mweat 
her  adoptiuK  the  children  of  li^r  sinter,  and  makiii((  tnem  in 
every  respect  her  own  1  If  such  were  in  truth  her  mciloiiMDt 
to  tncir  adoption  (and  we  only  xuppowe  it  from  an  impartial 
consideration  of  her  chanietcrj,  how  fearfully  must  she  bare 
been  t«ufiht  the  sinful  and  misenble  vanity  of  sUiving  with 
the  Lord.  How  much  bettor  it  woulil  hAvc  been  to  bavi 
faombled  hantulf  in  penitence  and  prayer  before  I]im,  ao- 
kaowledge  the  justice  of  his  first  leuu-nce  of  chDdlessMBC^ 
and  endeavour  so  to  reform  her  heart  and  life,  as  not  only  to 
become  more  worthy  of  her  husband's  love,  but  to  regain  tbe 
'  ~'Dg  mercy  of  the  Lord  ;  not  by  a  change  in  His  decree,  ' 


eiab 

I 


1 


utmjkL. 


sn 


tlut  TU  immutable  bs  Himi>e\{.  but  by  tli«  spiritual  <«Im  anili 
Ueesednesa  which  Ue  graiiU  to  all  who  Ion  Him.  Had  shfr' 
done  so,  she  nii);ht  have  been  hapmer,  DOtwiUutaoding  licr 
^^Bviog  no  child,  than  the  had  ever  Deen  before  ;  but  of  euoh 
^^BDdaet  we  have  uo  trace.  She  loolted  only  to  human  muatnJ 
^^■r  the  acquirement  of  happtnens,  and  thoae  proved  indeed  i 
^^  the  reed  whereon  if  a  man  lean,  it  will  go  into  hia  hand  and  i 
fierce  it," 

The  mention  of  her  having  broiiiiht  uu  the  soni  of  Adricl, 
if  the  last  notice  which  we  have  of  MichaL  Her  ehnractcr  ia 
sot  one  to  linger  on,  with  either  p]cnsur«  or  admiratidu ; 
and  ther«fore  we  cannot  rt^t  that  we  have  reached  ito  oloa^ 
^u)  only  pleasing  tjait  abmit  her  ia,  her  1ot«  for  David ;  aaal 
that  Ih)  Inilv  loved  her,  endovg  lur  with  an  interest  uaraelH 
her  own.  Kor  can  «c  fiixl  any  part  of  cither  her  hiitorj  or' 
character  to  hold  op  as  an  (sample  A  wanting  indeed  it 
Mtaenta  xu,  and  one  which,  alna  !  but  too  many  of  ug  uc«d. 
Uow  often  doea  silent  and  avowed,  yet  still  natmd  oontenpt, 
fin  th«  human  heart,  whao  we  witness  aa  outponnng  of  leaJ, 
to  which  our  own  cold  unoxcitable  natoies  never  can  attain. 
How  InqncnUy  do  we  condemn  enthusiasm  as  romantic  foll^. 
only  hecanse  to  as  it  is  incomprehenaible  ;  and,  an  evil  etili 
e,  how  often  do  we  secretly  Bcom  the  religion  of  thosa 
le  outward  forms  may  appear  to  as  childish,  or  un- 
^JDoaded,  and  not  needed  to  bnng  up  onr  prayers  before  tl^« 
How  many  times  do  we  contemn  those  who  in  the 
trifle  differ  from  tliat  ittandard  of  holintss  which  we 
ave  set  up  for  onnelvM,  and  rvfuite  to  believe  in  their 
S'ity.  hcoaoM  ita  semblance  'a  unlike  our  own.  And  in 
and  disdain  towurda  tliosc  who  »en-c  the  Lord  with 
onns  wluoh  their  conscience  ai)proree  and  diotaUs,  0 
■  us  beware,  lest  oontempt  extend  to  the  MTVtM,  as  veil  a« 
I  tlu  tervtrt — to  the  nrlicion,  as  well  its  to  the  forms.  This 
I  the  sin  of  Micbal.  For  this  the  Li>rd  Himself  chastised 
;  and  tlint  she  was  chastised,  is  an  unerring  proof  to  oa 
deeply  di^pli^oaiiig  in  the  ngfat  of  the  Btemu  u  contempt 
holy  things.  Let  ns  then  Took  with  more  charity  on  the 
!  outward  forms  of  our  brethren,  however  they  may  differ 
our  own  preconceived  opinions.  Let  us  not  condemn 
teal,  or  be  too  hasty  in  pronouncing  enthuMosro  to  ha 
[  the  service  of  the  lip  and  not  of  the  heart.  If  we  look  well 
itbin  ountelvea  to  know  what  may  be  larking  there,  what 
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nifty  need  moting  <mt  (cv«d  if  to  do  no  painfblly  aemn 
habits  and  prejudiotw  «f  Vftn),  to  diiwver  if  our  own  ' 
and  Bpirite  be  perfect  with  our  QoA,  we  AaU  bare  litt'' 
for  contempt  townrxU  tliv  rolieioiu  obaemnces  of  otl 
be  thus  enectually  s!tiu!il«l  from  folloving  in  tbe 
■te])a   of  MicluJ,  And   like  her  incurring  th«  wnth 
diMtiaenient  of  tbu  Lord. 
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BEroKK  oomDKndng  o«r  next  biographical  dcct«b,  we  would 
call  our  readen'  Attention  to  one  venc  oontained  in  tht 
historr  we  have  in«t  completed,  tut  it  so  strikingly  confitm 
onr  onen-repektea  awertion,  that  in  the  reUgion  of  God,  tlit 
womuii  of  Isrul  wese  privili^cd  to  jcia  in  all  rdigiou 
eereinonics,  and  to  receive  the  Uonbgi  of  king  or  priak 
eqnaltjr  with  men. 

W«  bare  already  noticed  the  prooonioa  of  the  AA  into 
HcrbtoD,  the  sacriScee  and  shoutinn  and  BounditiKS  of  tha 
trumpet* ;  and  that  wlwn  the}'  had  brought  in  the  Ark  of 
the  bord,  and  set  it  in  ita  place  in  the  midst  of  the  Tabernacle 
tlial  David  had  pit«hod  for  it — and  David  bad  sacrifleed 
burnt  olTmnga  ana  poaoSKiffcrinKB  before  the  Lonl— aa  son 
ae  he  hnd  miule  an  end  of  the  oflerincs,  be  bleesed  the  people 
in  the  name  »f  the  Lord  of  Hosts.  And  he  dealt  among  iJl 
the  peoplt^  even  among  the  whole  multitude  of  Israel,  m  wdl 
to  the  WOHEX  oa  to  the  men,  "  to  every  one  a  cake  of  brtld, 
»  good  mcce  of  fltah,  and  a  flagon  of  wine ;  n  all  the  pwpla 
'denartod,  evtrj  one  to  his  house." 

In  meat  public  n^oieings,  it  is  generaUf  thought  sufficieiit 
to  nrovide  for /amtlun,  not  for  indiriduals.  In  Isrmd,  wa 
fina  every  one  sent  away,  with  the  meana  of  not  only  faaitin 
{or  the  o&y,  but  for  some  daj«  afterwarda  And  by  Ae 
partieulai  mention  of  women  as  well  ae  loea,  we  see  that  thqr 
were  not  only  teitnttM  of  the  sacred  proceaaon  and  of  tkt 
Mcri&ceL  but  were  singled  out  by  the  king  aa  receivers,  allki 
of  hia  bussing  and  hu  bounty.  This  is  but  a  triilins  (fc> 
jamstance  in  itself :  yet  every  verse  in  the  Word  of  Odd 
tending  to  mftkc  mantieet  the  equality  of  the  Hebrew  (emalea 
,  Jtbeir  peculiar  and  gloooai  prini^gM  as  wnmen  of  load,  ii  a 
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no  anall  itniiortuinc.     AcoordiiiK  even  to  the  nltni  orthoilcT, 
Um  Iftw  aii<l  iu  tnulitionai;  cx^anntJon  roust  liAve  been  in 
foroo,  both  iit  theoiy  aikI  pnu'tioe,  during  the  monarohy  of 
IbtmI;  mi<1  if  n«  ciui  find  no  evidence  tncrc  of  the  slaTcry 
sod  ignoranoft  of  vomcn.  it  is  dear  that  the  laws  whicli  an 
Hud  to  oommand  tlicse  things  hiiTc  n»  foiindation  in  Judaism. 
We  come  now,  to  »  chanutcr  which  provca  the  dignitv  sod 
elevation  ot  tha  ImolitiAh  woawn  most  completely.    Then 
vas  a  man  in  Uion,  wfaoM  pottmriona  were  in  Carmel ;  and ' 
the  man  was  Tory  great,  and  he  had  tlireo  thousand  shee 
^d  a  thousand  goal^.     His  name  was  Nabal,  of  the  hou 
of  Caleb,  churlish  in  his  disiiosition,  and  evil  in  bia  doings 
He  had  a  wife  named  Abigail,  of  whom  we  are  expreBaly  told] 
b7  the  Sacred  Uistorian,  that  "  she  was  a  woman  of  goodj 
luideratanding,  and  of  a  bcmiitiful  countenanoe."    How  siiclt' 
BDperior  person  could  ever  have  become  the  'wife  of  the 
urliah  Nanal,  we  might  be  at  a  loes  to  discover,  did  we  not 
•I  with  a  quaint  old  chronicler,  that  love  of  wealth  was  ai  i 
likely  to  be  found  in  ancient  Itirael  as  in  other  natiomt,  and] 
thai   Nabat'a  woallU   had   in   consequence    been  a  greatMl 
attractiuti  in  the  eyes  of  Abicait's  fatlier,  than  the  docDestiaJ 
b»ppiiiea«  of  bia  child,  which  happine^  an  evil  temper  mil 
inevitably  have  destroyed  ;  the  neauty  and  the  very  inns 
Abigail  were  likely  to  have  won  Nabal'a  love ;  for  alTcctiov ' 
and  even  kindness  may  be  found  in  churlish  di«positione^  ^ 
thotuh   neitlier  can   be   pleasantly  demonRtratetl.      Fctfcct 
freedon    and    equality    Abigail   evidently    enjoyed    in    hec 
hnsband't  house;    but  the  want  of  companionnhip  for  her 
superior    ondcntonding,    the    constant    annoyances    whiob  j 
Nahal's  temjMr  most  have  ocMUODed  her,  even  if  not  sbowv ' 
to  herself,  displayed  broadly  in  her  hoimehold  and  to  all  «h6 
songlit  favora  or  even  common  cotirtetiy  at  his  hand,  most 
have  nainfoHy  embittered  her  domestic  life.     Still  wo  do  not 
find  tnat  cither  her  ewtfy  or  happy  tomjier  sunk  under  it,  as 
would  have  been  the  ciiac  with  any  but  a  vtry  superior  mind. 
Nothing  is  so  infectious  as  an  evil  tcm^r.     The  strongest 
oontiol,  tho  moat  enduring  and  ever^cting  piety,  the  most 
determined  resolution  to  bear  and  forbear,  to  love  and  forgive, 
however  piunod  or  annoyed — otl  theoe  most  bo  experienced 
or  practised  by  a  wife,  if  the  evil  temper  of  her  husband 
leaUy  fails  to  wntr  ben.     Snuie  meek,  gentle  dispositions,  aodl 
.wareting  svwtDMi  of  temper,  may  indeed  itMid  ths  torreaft 
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•d  churlUliM-^  uTiinjoted ;  but  lo  th«i^  thtni^li  th«  trni 
idci.  not  f.iil,  hi.'nUli  nai  energy  both  tmocniiit),  and  tl>u 
WtiDg  mi;^-r}'  is  the  eotuvqaeoce.     AbigtuI  cridunUy  dii 
b«loug  to  tliu  latter  oluB,  or  she  coulil  not  lutvo  acted  { 
einergeD^  of  terror  !u  vre  find  she  did. 

The  confunoD  niid  [ni<ei7  iti^iinj;  tn  Jadcft,  from 
Lord's  rejection  of  Snul,  until  bu  death,  do  not  appear  to 
have  pc-iietmtod  as  far  M  dumcl,  ao  u  to  iotcrfpre  with  tfaa 
usual  ruial  employmeDtB  of  the  Isniclitvs.  Rumoura  of  the 
contest  between  Saul  and  David,  of  the  cruelties  of  the 
former  and  troubles  of  the  latter,  had  no  doabt  siiread  far 
and  near,  and  liad  enli£ted  the  poptilur  feeling  in  &vor  of 
tJie  noble  and  persecnted  David.  It  waM  sliecp-shearinfc  time, 
and  all  Nabal'e  flocks  vcrc  gathered  togctlicr  ;  while  feaatinf 
and  merry-making  diversiled  the  peasant  labour  in  the 
household,  and  displayed  the  plentoousness  of  Nahal's  stores 
Peeling  his  safety  still  le^  secure  since  the  recent  death  at 
Samuel,  David,  with  his  men,  had  retreated  into  ihe  wilder* 
De89  of  Paran.  in  the  vicinity  of  Carmel,  whore  Nabal's  flocks 
were  fed.  Scorning  to  approririaite  to  himself  the  smallaA 
portion  of  the  wealth  of  another,  however  sorely  prened  fcy 
Dnnger  and  ]>rivation,  David  waited  till  the  shecp-ithewing, 
a  time  when  raa=>t  men's  hearts  were  onen  towards  tlicir  pootirt 
bretliren,  and  sent  messengers  to  Naoal,  bidding  them  nvct 
him  in  his  [Darid's]  name,  and  with  a  winuinK  coiirtcKy  lAieb 
^tce  well  for  the  gentle  and  lowly  character  of  thu  lord's 
anointed,  aflk  the  food  and  drink  he  so  iniperiilivcly  needed. 
"  Peace  be  both  to  tliee,  and  peace  be  to  thine  house,  ood 
peoci'  unto  all  that  thou  h&st.  And  now  I  hairc  heard  that 
thou  liast  sbeorent :  now  thy  shepherds  which  were  with  ns, 
we  hurt  them  not>  neither  was  there  ought  miasiog  unto  then, 
•11  tli«  while  they  wi-re  in  CarmeL  Aj<k  thy  young  men,  and 
they  will  shew  tliee.  Wherefore  let  the  youn;;  men  find  faTor 
in  thine  eyes ;  for  we  come  in  »  good  day :  give,  I  pny 
tbee,  whntwever  oometh  to  thine  band  unto  toy  sevront^ 
and  to  tliy  ma  David." 

Coutd  any  oddreKs  have  been  moru  gi>ntle  and  respectful,  or 
moio  oalcnlated  to  have  found  an  cquully  conciliating  leply  ! 
Instead  of  which,  we  find  Nabnl,  tniu  to  his  churlish  cEoneler, 
Mremptorily  rcfnung,  and  tcontfully  demanding,  "  Who  b 
David  ?  And  who  is  tbc  801)  of  Je«»c  ?  Thcrv  be  maujr  serrants 
Diiw-a-days   that  break  away  every  utaa  £tom   hu  moitec 
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Shrill  I  tbcn  take  idv  bnad,  and  iiiy  natcr,  and  my  flesh, 
tlinl  1  bare  kiUcd  K>r  my  ohearen,  and  give  it  unto  mco 
vhom  I  knov  uot  whmcv  thtKjr  be  t' 

He  might  easily  have  known,  by  any  inqiury  of  hia  own 
young  men,  to  wbum  David,  as  a  warrant  of  nLt  tiuth,  hod  so 
onhentatinglj;  nfcrTod  him  ;  but  to  do  so  would  have  infemd 
B  aoftening  spirit ;  and  their  information,  perhaps,  might  have 
oolDpelledmm  to  comply  wilh  David's  request ;  therefore  ha 
listeDed  only  to  the  dictate;  of  his  own  ill-temper,  caring  not 
for  the  consequences,  or  indeed  thinking  of  any  thing  but  the 
peculiar  pleasure  it  was  to  be  disobliging  and  ungrateful :  for 
fir^m  the  afteT-worda  of  David,  it  would  seem  that  he  had  not 
only  ruMrained  hia  needy  followers  from  taking  any  part  of 
If  ami's  jwoperty,  but  absolutely  vro^effw/  them  from  the  bonda 
of  niTauden  which,  from  the  fearful  state  of  the  kingdofn, 
prowled  abdut  Judea. 

The  indigiiatioD  of  the  young  warrior  was  roiued  by  this 
•urly  ri;fiiial,  perhaji-^  lu  fti>mvwhat  too  great  an  extent :  but 
David,  though  so  truly  holy  and  ])ious,  and  perfect  in  his  neart 
towards  Goif,  ad  to  h>^  ^iiiritualiy  favoured  by  Him  above  all 
Ui  fellows,  is  never  iiortni^eil  in  Holy  Writ  as  anr  thiag  but 
A  nortAl,  with  oil  tlie  iuhnuiticN  and  feeling^  of  hnisanity. 
Ho  was  roused  not  only  by  this  ill  return  for  his  courtesy,  but 
by  tlic  roquital  of  «vil  for  good ;  and  in  a  moment  of  anger. 
he  commandeil  all  hi.<(  young  men  to  gird  »ii  thuir  swortls.  and 
^th  a  troop  of  four  hundred  ei^ually  indignant  as  himself, 
marched  from  the  witdemcn  in  the  direction  of  Nabal'a 
dwelliiig,  resolved  utterly  to  exterminate  all  that  belongad  to 
bim  ;  and  no  doubt  he  would  hare  done  so,  had  not  his  vnUi 
been  turned  aside,  and  his  better  spirit  recalled,  by  the  energy 
aodjndgment  of  a  bcAUtiful  and  nobIc-min<lcrl  woman. 

The  high  opinion  vbich  the  superior  understanding,  and 
unwavering  temper  of  Abi^il,  had  won  her  in  the  minoa  and 
bearta  of  her  household,  is  clearly  evident  from  all  which 
followed  her  husband's  epeech.  One  of  the  young  men  to 
vhom  David  had  referred  as  witncases  of  bis  truth,  hastened 
to  his  miatresB,  and  informed  her  of  all  that  had  occurred. 
**  Behold,  David  sent  measengers  out  of  the  wilderness  to  salute 
ODr  msa^er ;  and  he  railed  on  them  [a  forcible  description,  in 
a  few  words,  of  the  request  and  the  reply].  But  the  men  were 
Very  gnod  unto  us,  and  we  were  not  hurt,  neither  mi^ed  we  oay 
4^n;;,3slongaswe  were  oo&venantwi.'ithemin the  fields  :  tlief 
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wcro  a  wnll  tinto  ii«  both  by  night  &od  by  (Uy,  bU  the  wbite  < 
went  n-ith  th<;in  ki'i-plii^  llic  slicep.  Now  therefore  know  lud 
cuntiiiicr  wlint  lliou  wilt  do  ;  for  cvH  is  ilctvmiiro:!  againrt  uvr 
oiBAtcr,  and  ogiLinst  all  hh  hoaMhoM  :  for  he  is  such  a  man  of 
Belial,  that  a  tnnii  caDDOt  speak  ti>  hiia." 

Fiom  tlieso  n'urdd  wo  are  led  tn  mpyota  that  the  ynung  taux 
who  spuke  had  eeeD  «D0Ugh  of  Dnvid,  when  in  tJio  wtld«mcm 
together,  to  feel  well  eMored  that  such  ungraciousneas  would 
be  severely  punished.  To  attempt  to  epeak  to  his  niMtur  be 
knew  was  impossible,  for  hi«  woida  would  either  have  been 
iiholly  dtiireRarded,  or  not  even  alloired  to  be  spoken.  We 
see,  too,  that  he  was  ready  and  willing  to  bear  wititctt  to 
David's  truth,  but  his  master  was  such  a  man  of  Belial,  Umlt 
he  dared  ttot  Apeak  to  hiro  :  yet  he  was  too  faithful  to  allow 
such  a  danger  to  foil  upon  his  churliah  master  unawares,  aiuit 
BO  »ou>iht  hi.i  mi^ilruat,  whose  gentk-neas  and  wisdom  were  in 
all  probability  thu  real  source  of  his  fidelity,  and  of  that  of 
all  niit  cnnipaiiioiis. 

Abi^il  lust  no  time  in  either  lamentations  on  their  boreriof 
danger,  or  in  ospenioDS  on  ht-r  clmrlii^h  husband.  Ucr  active 
and  Miergetic  charneter  is  clcnrly  displayed  in  the  promptneai 
and  judgment  of  her  proceedings.  She  a«kcd  no  aaTi<A 
demauded  no  assistance,  requiring  only  the  willing  help  of  htt 
domestics,  and  acting  on  the  ioipulso  of  tlio  moment,  as  jedt* 
ciouj^y  and  quietly,  as  if  she  had  had  months  to  tliink  and 
prepare.  No  woman  could  have  done  this  anles  her  u 
lAaDdins  was  ever  in  exercise,  her  mind  well  trained,  and  h< 
prineipui  so  reflated  as  ever  to  guide  ber  impuliea  nrijilt 
it  is  only  when  the  mind  and  principles  are  unreifulated  t1 
impulscA  are  dangerous,  and  peculiarly  liable  to  niL<Jead.  Til* 
habit  of  t/tinl:ing  when  life  is  smootb,  prepares  xn  for  acting 
promptly  on  an  eraergenoy  ;  and  the  impulse  that  we  follow 
springs  scarcely  so  much  from  the  fcelin;rs  of  the  moiacaB,  m 
from  the  habit  of  steady  thought  to  which  we  have  long  tab* 
jected  OUT  minds  before. 

Such  most  luivo  been  the  character  and  habit«  of  the  mfe 
of  Nabol.  for  we  rend  that  she  "  made  hmU,  and  took  two 
hundred  loaves,  two  bottles  of  wino,  five  sheep  rtady  dreese^ 
live  measares  of  parched  com,  a  hundred  clutters  of  raian& 
and  two  hundred  cakes  of  fii^s,  and  laid  thum  on  a^ses.  Ana 
she  Bud  to  her  servants,  Go  on  before  mo  ;  and  behold.  1  coma 
after  you.    JSut  iha  told  not  her  husband  KabaL"    She  kneq. 
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in,  fat  sho  might  rot  bopc  for  Lis  por- 
odcd  on  lipocd  ititd  d^ision.  Ills  snfcty, 
fiat  of  licr  w)iolc  hoiisclioM  were  at  eUke.  It 
«&<t  no  time  for  d<?(('T^iicL-  to  on<.>  who  uould  oppoM  for  tlie 
veiy  sake  of  opposition,  even  if  liia  life  were  the  sacrifice  of 
hift  foolishncs  ;  and  £o  mounting l^r  ns§,Bhe  speedily  followed 
ber  »er»ant8.  She  could  not  have  gone  very  far,  when  David 
and  his  armed  men,  in  alarming  tulfilment  of  her  servaDt'a 
fetx%  "came  down  ngKinet  her,  and  she  met  them."  Dis- 
■nounting  from  her  ass,  she  hastened  to  pay  him  the  reveren- 
tial homage  due  to  him,  alike  as  the  aoointed  of  the  Lord  and 
tlie  dofitioed  king  of  Israel ;  and  kneeling  at  hia  feet,  ad- 
dicased  him  in  a  strain  so  franght  with  the  spirit  of  wiiulom 
•nd  I»cty,  so  truly  deferential,  without  one  spark  of  enuring 
•ertility,  rising,  as  she  proceeded,  almoat  into  prophecy,  that 
Vt  oau  bat  wonder  and  admire. 

**  Upon  ma,  my  lord,  upon  me  let  this  iniquity  be :"  sha 
I  answered,  wisely  seeking  to  turn  David'*  anger  on  henwlf,  that 
bj  ber  s|>eedy  submiaaion  it  might  be  uverlcd ;  "  yet  let  thine 
budmaid,  I  nray  thee,  speak  in  thine  ears,  and  hear  the  wordc 
of  thine  hanamaid.  I^et  not  my  lord,  1  pray  thee,  rr^rd  this 
mu)  of  Belial,  even  Nabnl :  for  n.<  his  numo }»,  m  is  he  ;  Nnbol 
is  his  name,  tad  folly  U  with  liim  :  but  I  thine  handniaicl  law 
not  the  young  men  of  my  lord,  whom  thou  didst  send.  Now 
tlicrcforc.  my  lord,  u  thr  Lonn  liveth,  and  as  thy  soul  lirtth, 
eeeine  the  Loud  hnth  withhoUlcn  thcc  fmm  coming  to  shed 
blood,  snd  from  avenging  thy»-lf  with  thine  own  hand,  now 
let  thtnc  enemies,  nnd  tno«c  that  seek  evil  to  my  lord,  be  oa 
Mabal.  And  now  thi.^  blessing  [or  gift]  which  thine  handmaid 
hath  brought  unto  my  lord,  let  it  be  even  given  unto  the 
young  men  that  follow  my  lord.  I  pray  thcc  (oigivc  the  tre^ 
DMB  en  tltiiic  linndmaid  ;  for  the  LoRi>  will  certainly  m^e  my 
wnl  a,  sure  house  ;  because  my  lord  fighteth  the  battles  of  the 
Lobs,  and  evil  hath  not  been  found  in  thcc  all  tliy  dara  Yet 
a  man  is  risen  to  pursue  thee,  and  to  sock  thy  soul :  out  the 
snul  of  my  lord  sfiall  be  bound  up  in  the  bundle  of  life  with 
the  LoiLD  thy  God ;  and  the  souls  of  thine  enemies,  thoit 
Btiall  He  sling  out  as  from  the  middle  of  a  sling.  AnditabaU 
oome  to  pa&9,  when  the  Lord  shall  have  done  to  my  lord 
■cowding  to  all  the  good  that  lie  hath  spoken  coQCoraing 

tand  shall  have  niipointcd  tlioe  nler  over  Israel ;  that  this 
be  no  grief  unto  thee,  nor  ofiean  of  heart  unto  »y  lord, 
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•itiier  tlwt  tliou  hart  itheJ  blix>4  caa^elesi,  at  that  dj  lard 
I'bfttJi  KToti^l  biiDMlf ;  but  wHeti  t}i«  Lord  aliall  liave  ittii 
mil  with  my  lonl,  then  renicmbor  tbiue  liati<liiuii<l." 

Id  not  0Q«  word  of  thu  bt^utiful  addrtwt  do  wc  fi»d  Abii^kS 

for^tting  bar  own  digiiit}-,  by  thiit  fultufae  nduUtJiiu  with 

which  »  miiKl  of  u  Itim  clerattM  gndt  would  havo  thanght  to 

diaarm  Dnrid'H  wrikth.    Sh«  does  not  say  one  word  wUidi 

'gmtM  upon  tliv  miiKl  a«  Satt«ty.     All  of  greatncw,  of  victot;, 

of  tifo  which  wiu  to  befall   David,  ehv  attributa  to  tltc  one 

onlv  source,  the  ordaiDiiiuiit  nml  tlic  blcsung  of  the  Lord ; 

ana  that  victi;rjr  oolv  o)>taiiicd.  bccati*^  it  was  Dot  his  owa^ 

but  the  I/>u>'8  biktllco  which  he  foujjbt.     Slio  suealca  of  hit 

beeoouDg  king  of  Urael,  of  the  Et«nial  accompliNiiDg  all  tliat 

He  bad  spoken  conooroing  David  as  Mnjfi  aimrmi,  althon,^ 

r  It  the  very  time  ^hc  »T>oke,  Dnvid  was  a  pcnecuted  exile,  wit& 

*  not  a  place  btit  the  wild  <lcscrt  in  which  to  lay  his  head  ;  and 

all  tho»e  who  loved  or  showed  him  kindness,  exposed  to  wrath 

and  eiCQ  massacre  at  the  band  of  Satd.    What  bat  faith,  lbs 

onqueationin^  faith  Hpripgiug    from  the  |Hcty  of  the  heart 

towards  God,  and  the  lotimaui  knowledge  of  Ills  ways,  oootd 

hara  dietat«d  tbceo  words  ?  and  could  Abigail  have  atta^ied 

-  Iheae  things,  if  in  any  part  of  the  Moaaic  law  she  waa  denied 

tlhe  priTitege  of  praying  to  the  Lord,  and  stud^rinc  His  words  I 

Vo.     If  woman  were  refused  the  spintnal  pnnleges  granted 

to  her  brother  man  iu  the  law  of  God,  there  woula  be  do  snch 

flharaoter  as  Abigail. 

[     Not  only  doee  she,  with  prudence  and  read^  wit,  dcpnoaU 

I  the  ugor  of  David  by  taking  the  trespua  againat  him  oa  her- 

[ifeU',  and  asking  hiit  forgiveness  as  if  she  it  was  wlto  had 

I  ftffended,  hut  she  contrives  to  lessen  the  oSenoe  of  Nabol  by 

'  attributing  it  not  to  malice  or  determined  enmity,  but  ouly  to 

(nllv.  which  prevented  Itia  being  auowerable  forhiaowoootioDi^ 

and  therefore  not  worthy  of  David's  furtlier  regard. 

I     There  is  something  ungularly  noble  in  Abijnul  thus  taking 

OD  hcnclf  the  ttenMss,  and  so  voluntarily  onenng  livreclf  to 

bMT  its  jiennlty.     It  was  woman  in  her  noblcct  and  punal 

character.    The  temper  and  other  evil  habits  of  Nahaf  mutt 

Ifeot  only  have  preventod  all  affection  towar«U  him,  but  re- 

Ipaatedly  exposed  her  to  tbo»e  petty  yet  inoumble  snfferii^ 

[  IIKiBgiDg  from  tlic  surlinoM  and  moTOsen«H  of  a  churlish  bus* 

Mutd  ;  yetof  these  thininshe  thinks  DothiDg,  only  remeubeEiiiK 

titat,  as  her  husband,  rfsbal  demanded  every  exertion  and 
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•YCD  aacrifice  on  h«r  purt,  Aiict  thtae  without  a  tQom«nt^8  beu- 
Ution  »he  niAkeo. 

Hod  not  li«r  apjieal  struck  Dnrid,  trrtn  u  it  strikes  us,  it 
would  not  have  »o  ttinieil  mih  his  purpr«c.  Unsclfishnea 
■ad  ^^/i  upri^Kluera  uid  hunour,  he  Itimself  so  richly  po»- 
«ea»M,  that  to  sucli  in  another  liis  heart  wu  litirralJy  com- 

GU«d  to  respond,  and  wrath  vanifthod  before  them  "  UlcMed 
the  Lord  Qod  of  Ixraol,  which  sent  thee  thi«  day  to  meet 
nt,"  ho  aeEaima,  with  ihnt  true  unqueettooiog  piety  which 
Dvrer  knon  ebuice.  but  uttributos  every  event  of  daitv  life 
to  the  loving  guidance  of  the  Most  High  Gt:>d  ;  "and  blessed 
be  thy  advice,  and  bleated  be  them,  which  lioat  ke]>t  me  tliis 
day  from  coming  to  shed  blond,  nod  fom  avenging  myseJl' with 
mine  own  hand.  For  in  v(>ry  deed,  ns  the  LoA  God  of  iBrael 
Breth,  which  hntli  kept  rat'  bock  from  borting  thee,  exoept 
iboa  hadst  hasU-d  and  come  to  meet  me.  Eurelv  by  the  mom- 
tDg  light  there  liad  not  been  one  lett  to  NabaJ. ' 

How  must  the  noble  beart  of  Abigail  hare  rejoiced  within 
her,  that  her  energy  of  j)ur|)a«e  and  promptness  of  act  had, 
under  the  blessing  of  God,  been  permitted  to  save  so  many 
innocent  Uvea,  and  also  checked  David  in  the  commission  of  a 
peat  sin.  The  whole  of  this  scene  is  so  vividly  described  in 
Holy  Writ,  that  it  is  rather  remarkable  that  it  should  never  have 
boiti  taken  as  the  subject  of  a  picture,  by  B'>me  of  the  many 
Illtuilrators  of  Scripttire.  A  rocky  dehle  of  Carmel  winding 
toabd  tlM  nd«  of  a  hill,  down  which  the  four  hundred  armed 
MIowen  of  David  iu  their  glitterini;  arnutur  mi|{ht  be  scat- 
tmd  in  and  out  the  roclcn,  except  the  few  wliii-!i,  cIom  beaida 
tbeir  leader  and  the  kiH-i-ling  AbtKnil,  miirkcil  the  fnre  ground. 
The  sen-ante  and  led  a«8es>ifUi(!  wife  of  Nil  bill  |^iitctfullynroLi]*d 
on  the  opposite  nde  to  the  iirmwl  nu^n,  fiinuiiij^  a  beiiutiful 
CtMitrafit,  by  tlicir  peaceful  hiibilinietits  and  uliiriiicd  lookti,  to 
the  liercfl  and  enger  countenances  of  the  warriort.  Thv  >*x- 
treme  beantv  of  Abigail,  the  plciuUng  look  and  iKKtiin-  of  the 
suppliant,  blending  with  the  modest  dignity  of  the  wuiunn  ; 
the  superb  countenance  and  form  of  the  still  youUd^ul  David, 
varying  from  indignation  to  softening  admiration,  all  might 
form  a  combination  not  unw->rthy  t^  first-rate  talent  in  on 
Utist,  nore  especially  when  that  artist  may  be  found  at  this 
Tvy  day  amid  the  ranks  of  Israel. 

Coniteousljr  and  kindly  David  accepted  the  proffered  gifts 
ai  AbigM],  bidding  her  "  go  up  in  peace  to  her  house,  for  he 
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had  beu-ltcned  to  ber  ▼olee  and  accepted  her  ptnon.'*  lieu- 
iiig  thftt  h«  had  K«CT>ted  her  u  tli«  peraoa  who  fawl  committed 
the  trMpoM,  and  ao  nnginD  it  Slw  need  be  onder  no  iartlui 
&likrm  gii  aoeottot  of  her  htubaod. 

Hi-r  bnaiDea  tbm  bl6«i«dl7  tmynnplubed,  Abigail  Ioit«i«d 
Dot  on  ber  vav,  and  without  further  mrlev  retuned  to  her 
boose,  evidently  not  bartng  been  miawd  by  oer  hnaband ;  wko^ 
while  death  vaa  boverins  orer  bi«  head,  was  hoMinii  a  mat 
fe»t  in  hia  bouwi  like  the  femit  of  a  king.  "  And  his  heart 
naa  nterry  within  him,"  in  all  the  imbecile  and  Binfiil  mirth 
of  drankeoncn.  What »  oontnut  to  tbedignificd  and  ez&lted 
character  of  Abintl  I  How  tnexprewibly  tiTins  to  her  mind 
miut  have  been  the  degraded  bratish  habila  of  uch  a  bn»- 
band  I  How  strong  mtut  have  been  her  innate  dignity,  bet 
Bclf-poscanOD  and  raduriiw  t«ini>er,  to  hare  to  AOquirvd  and 
preserred  tlie  respect  and  nuthfnlne«*  of  ber  honsclK>M,  wbon 
tht'  example  of  llicir  miLstur  might  have  rendered  rudo  aad 
sottish  as  hinuelf,  and  who,  wore  woman  Ivworod  in  brad, 
could  have  bad  no  tettraint  whntcTer. 

Wisely,  thoaeh  no  doubt  with  a  sorrowful  heart,  sbe  kft 
Habal  oiidisturbed  in  his  inebficty  till  the  mormng'a  tight, 
■Ithouffh  the  news  of  the  danger  which  he  had  so  narrowly 
flacapeu  wmld  effectually  have  rouseil  him  from  his  idle  mirth. 
When  told,  it*  effect  wcms  eztraordinaiy,  '*  his  heart  died 
vitliin  him,  and  he  became  as  stone ;"  only  explained  by  the 
nj^oeition  of  liis  utter  want  of  manliness  and  trust,  wludi 
ireTented  all  belief  in  David's  ■SEDtances,  and  occaeioned  each 
Tivid  horror  of  his  vcngeniice  as  literally  to  cause  the  death 
be  dreaded  ;  for  "  ixn  duyi^  after,  the  Lord  smote  Nabal  that 
he  died."  An  awful  chastisement  for  his  churlish  insult  to 
the  young  warrior  known  tliroughout  all  bmel  aa  the 
Anointed  of  the  EtemaL  He  hM  gmdged  the  smalleit 
parUcIc  of  his  immense  stores  to  one  who,  with  such  winning 
OOuitcsy,  had  aeked  il  at  his  hand  ;  and  the  Et«mal'3  justice, 
by  one  stroke,  deprived  him  of  them  all,  and  compellea  him, 
naked  and  bore,  to  appear  before  His  anful  throne  in  judgment 
for  his  crimes.  And  those  crimes  came  not  under  the  denorat- 
natioD  of  ^rcat  delinquencies ;  they  were  those  {wtty  siuit  of 
Bttngjy  eeUishoeis,  and  an  oggrarating  disobliging  temi>er, 
which  (how  often !)  grow  upon  ns  unconsciously ;  and  we 
scarcely  know  their  influence  until  some  awful  stroke  of 
judgment  awakens  us  to  what  tckat  HV  might  have  hten,  and 
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to  tthat  vt  are.  His  wife'*  nAiratiTo  vu  tliic  nnhketiing 
Etroka  to  N«biil.  He  h«d  sunk  toi>  low,  too  CDi-n-ntiugly,  in 
tlie  fathomlest  abym  of  «et6«h  itidiiljcnco  to  roiue  luiaiwif  to 
B  l>cttcr  coureo  of  life,  so  tliat  deiul))[  fear  of  vengfuiici;  took 
posMssiou  of  bim  ;  (tnd,  oombined  with  a  torturing  rocolleo- 
tion  of  ui  abiMod  and  mtted  existence,  rvmluml  liim  ss  fiwU 
iDgli'M  and  seoMlcas  as  the  stone  to  whioh  he  is  compimd. 

How,  couplctvly  the  appeal  of  Abigail  had  awakened  David 
to  tbe  BID  which  his  immodorato  anf^r  prompted  him  to 
commit,  we  read  by  his  pious  and  thankful  i-xcUmatJoD,  wheo 
1m  beatd  of  KabaVs  death,  "  Blumcd  be  tb<:  Lord  tliat  hath 
pleaded  the  cause  of  luy  ropronch  from  the  hitnd  of  Nabal, 
and  hath  kept  Hit  tenant  Jrom  tvil,  fur  the  Lunl  hath  ru- 
tnmod  the  wicki'dni^'f  uf  Nabal,  on  bis  own  betul ;"  worda  not 
only  illustrative  of  his  rejoicing  thankfulness  of  his  own 
restraint  from  sin,  but  also  of  his  firm  belief  that  all  the 
changes  of  the  hcut  arc  of  God  not  of  man,  and  that  vontd 
we  keep  oun>eIv(s  from  evil  wc  mast  pray  to  Him  to  do  so ; 
Dot  imagine  we  con  keep  pure,  on/y  by  elloTta  of  our  own. 

It  was  now  D&vid'e  turn  to  pleiid,  and  to  her  who  had  so 
lately  knelt  to  luiu  lut  a  supplicant.  When  the  usual  term  of 
nonniin^  for  a  husband  was  over,  "  he  sent  and  conunaned 
with  Abigail  to  become  his  wife."    Her  ansnor  is  strikingly 

I,  illosttativc  of  that  beautiful  humility  of  character  wluch  ts 
■0  p«f<i}ctly  cumpiLtible  with  true  dicnity  and  modest  self- 
ertcem.  "Bchuld,  let  thine  handmaid  bo  a  Bcnrant,  to  wash 
the  feet  of  tiic  H>r%-antfi  of  my  Lord."  When  she  was  in  tbe 
character  of  a  petitiongr,  no  find  no  such  cxpreesions ;  for  in 
eDtr^aty  they  would  have  been  servile  and  degrading ;  but 
,  u  the  pttHimud,  they  did  but  express  the  deep  sense  she 
CDt^rtaiaed  of  her  own  individual  uuworthiness,  as  little 
soiting  her  to  be  tbe  wife  of  one  whom  tht-  Lord  God  of  btael 
had  so  singled  out  above  bis  fellows.  In  woiidly  state  aDd 
earthly  possessions,  David  could  not  compare  witli  her  former 
husband.  Destined  to  the  kingdom  be  voa  indeed ;  but  as 
ve  have  previously  stated,  there  was  no  human  semblanco 
that  such  he  would  be,  or  any  apparent  end  to  the  tToiiblcs, 
tlte  privations,  the  waDderinga  to  which  he  was  still  80 
mercilessly  ezjiosed.  Yet  he-  was  the  beluved,  the  chosen  of 
\\if.  Lnrd ;  and  in  compariBoti  with  tbe  bolineK— the  virtue 
wJiicb  must  have  originally  gained  liim  these  appellations  '\a 
tlie  hearts  of   his  couuUymen — Abigail  uigiit  woU  have 
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deeined  herself  unworthy.     She  becAtM  his  wif«, 
•ad  tboofih  in  dotDg  so,  she  excluneed   the  «edt 
Monri^.  the  loxaHes  of  snch  an  catebnrinneut  w  lud^ 
Hibal'B,   for    &□    anxiotLs   ^d   H-an<IeriBg    life,   . 
exposed  to  danger  from  the  enmity  of  Ssiu  aitd  hb  I 
ua  to  captirity  from  the  nei^ibiHiriiig  nations ;  jret  i 

lore  BDd  sympathj-  of  each  a  mind  as  David's,  tht  rMt  i 

tbe  wMiy  anDoyaiK«a  of  a  diseased  temper,  the  jndnl^nea  of 
piova  emotioiu  aud  obedience  to  all  the  observant^^  of  rvlipoo 
without  the  aneering  aooni  of  a  chnrtish  aad  noooDgeaial 
diipontwn,  ntnHt  indeed  hare  marked  the  exchao^  as  ■ 
Umed  ODO,  and  rendered  her  after-life  ai  hifpy  as  it  had 
prcrionsly  b«en  sad. 

Wo  haro  one  more  mention  of  Abijtu).  and  in  tbe  tcit 
Bttnation  of  suEr<:ring  and  peril  to  which,  u  we  hare  aw, 
that  she  was,  a«  the  wife  of  Dnvid,  ooRtinuallj  exposed. 
Abont  two  Tcan  after  his  narriage^  David  took  n-nigc  in  the 
Idn^dom  of  Gath  ;  aad  bcMOf^t  and  ohtaiocd  ft>'m  .\chiah, 
their  king,  the  town  of  ZakW,  which  though  situated  in  tbe 
territory  of  Simeon,  had  till  then  bcloi^;od  to  the  PhtttstaiUL 
Id  that  city,  David  and  his  oorapaDioas,  with  their  wives 
and  children,  composed  a  faithful  little  Hebrew  coionr  ;  aad 
tbe  town  formed  a  quiet  reatdence  for  the  Eenuies  tai 
children,  wliile  their  hn^nnda  were  engagied  in  war.  Od  lbs 
many  valiiint  acts  of  David  we  most  not  linger.  Two  yews 
after  he  iLad  received  tbe  gif^  of  ZikUg,  the  PhilisliiM 
gathered  together  all  their  armiee  in  Aphek,  and  the  hn^ltm 
pitched  by  a  fountain  in  Jeueel.  David  and  his  men  wen 
with  the  rerc-wanl  of  the  army  of  Achiah  ;  but,  distnstod  b^ 
the  princes  and  lords  of  the  Phili^tiDen,  bet^ose  of  tboT 
being  Imelites,  they  were  disbandeil  from  tbe  army ;  aad  Ii 
MBMquenoo  Ktnniea  to  Ziklag.  Only  three  days  bod  elapsed 
■biN  tbey  bad  left  it ;  but  what  a  chan^  awaited  uteix 
ntum !  The  city  was  a  heap  of  smoking  rain^  and  tJuuT 
wives,  and  tlicir  sons,  and  trteir  danghters,  all  liad  been 
cftiri«d  olT;  the  Amalekitcs  had  nindc  an  inranon  iu  the 
south,  aud  without  tarrying  to  slay,  luul  marked  their  nth 
with  fite,  and  carried  off  every  womiiu  and  child.  Few 
l«Dgthy  dcscriptioDi  of  grief  have  the  force  and  beauty  of  the 
scnptiufal  relation,  "  Then  David,  and  the  people  that  were 
witJi  him,  lifted  up  their  voices  and  wept,  until  they  Aad  m 
m«n  pover  to  wop."    And  David  himself  had  not  only 
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iDonni  the  Iom  of  hU  two  wives,  tut  was  "  greatly  distnwscd, 
for  the  people  spake  of  Btoaing  him,  becnusc  (lie  soul  of  nil 
tha  people  was  grieved,  every  mun  for  his  sous  nitd  for  lib 
dangBters."  StoniDc  him.  the  Lord's  Anoiuted  I  How  fcarfulljr 
mnst  grief  )inre  £sordcTe(I  tlic  minds  and  hearts  of  his 
foIluRcDi ;  snid  how  painful  t)io  portion  of  D&rid.  To  feel 
difltraes  was  no  weakness  in  Isriiel  Human  nature  is  never 
doBcribed  in  the  Bible  as  other  tlutn  deeply  susceptible  of  all 
bmiMa  snd  gentle  emotions.  IleUfian  in  Israel  was  never 
intended  to  render  the  henrt  insensible  to  the  sweet  obnriliea 
of  life  and  all  their  subsequent  afflictioiia.  It  was  no  sin  to 
weep — no  veakoees  to  feel  distrasaed — but  as  "David  ea- 
Muraged  himself  in  the  Lord  his  God,"  so  too  must  we^ 
when  (he  deep  natere  of  affliction  flow  over  us ;  &nd  like  him 
we  shatl  receive  the  guidance  and  encouragement  we  need. 
Bat  even  in  this  emerifenc^,  when  every  human  feeling  must 
htn  beeu  striving  within  him,  uriipng  iuHtanl  action,  we  tiud 
him  in  meekness  and  humihty  inquiring  o/tlu  I^rd.  And  to 
him  God  vouciiaafed  reply,  and  had«  him  tiunuc,  "  for  tliou 
■holt  Burely  overtake  them,  and  without  foil  recover  all." 

To  enter  into  the  detail  of  thii  chiv  'uliuh  expedition  we 
hftTB  oot spoee,  M  it  relates  inure  to  I).it.<l  thnn  in  hi4  wife, 
irboae  history  we  are  rvconlitig.  Our  reiiden  ni'l  find  the 
whole  for  more  emphatically  told  than  could  be  by  ob 
miintpircd  pen,  in  the  thirtieUi  chapter  of  the  First  Book  of 
Buauvl.  Suirice  it  here  to  stale,  that  David  recoverett  nil 
that  the  AmalokitCM  hod  oarried  away ;  and  he  rctoued  his 
two  wives,  And  ihcrc  wiw  nothing  lacking  to  him,  neither  itmull 
nor  great',  neither  suns  nor  daughter^  nor  ftnythiiig  that  Huey 
hid  t^eo  to  them  ;  David  recovered  all." 

Thewholeof  this  stirring  tale  reminds  us  of  those  narratives 
of  the  middle  ages,  on  which  the  youthful  lovers  of  chivalry 
iklight  to  linger  ;  why  should  thoy  not  then  feel  e^uu 
njeasure  in  the  inspired  story  of  their  immediate  Mteeaton  t 
We  have  quite  enough  of  ADigoira  character  and  sentiments 
revealed,  to  ^ve  uaallsufficient^ira  justconceptionof  what  not 
D&ty  her  feelin^nbut  her  couductmust  have  been,  when  she  saw 
tbecily  of  her  liusband  bunted  and  sacked,  and  herself  and  all 
her  female  companions,  with  their  helpless  diiidr^ii,  carried  oS 
^  their  UwIcki  foe»— esjwsed  to  every  horror  which  the  mind 
eonld  frame  or  the  htiart  could  dreatd.  The  wild  attack  ;  tlie 
hofried  flight ;  tlic  offony  of  tlioee  day»  of  capture  wiiich 
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eotUd  kk««  bo  botwAtl  fstaie,  for  David  tmA  bis  nm  wo* 
vitb  Aduth.  ua  Uh  tone  of  thrir  ntam  to  Ziklag  m 
■aecrtaiD,  ti*t  tncw  of  the  AiDilckite  cpotlen  nuglit  be  loct 
«ra  their  ctfitarewenDknova;  vmI  tlwn  the  irfld  iddndliag 
of  h^  at  the  nddeo  dennt  of  DathI  ud  h»  men  ;  tfaa 
nrfaletrifclutii^  from  CTu  onto  cvcd;  tbedarionseoDiiDcst; 
•ad  tbe  n^«Biaa  of  tuttbuidE  wd  wiT«,  ehuoren  and  faucni 
an  m  conipletclr  all  the  eUmeDts  of  nNnaooe^  tlut  we  omq 
little  of  iaagnwtioa  to  gm  it  life  and  liRatli,  or  ttim  to  (lu 
neords  of  &c4k>q  tor  e^vnts  to  stir  tlta  t«it  heart's  blood  with 
the  redt^  of  chiv&lnc  dwds. 

Bat  not  to  rccurd  it  mxnlj  in  its  romantic  bearing  hm 
we  bcooritt  this  portion  of  Scnptvn  fiimtd.  It  id  to  renatk 
how  tznlj  *»d  beuitifnilj  both  tbe  grief  and  tbe  exertiona  «f 
J)tnA  and  bis  m«n  denwoatrate  tbe  extent  of  Iot^  oonjii(il 
and  parental,  which  retgned  in  tbe  Hebrew  bofiseholdi.  It  il 
a  bcantiftil  illnstratioa  of  the  spirit  of  tboae  Uoaaio  Uwi^ 
which,  penetratjni;  tbe  very  bocnea  of  the  GrM-bom  of  tbs 
Lord,  guided  and  sanctified  tbe  coodoct  of  buxbaods  and 
wiTes,  childten  and  pareota.  Lots  wm  tbe  watchword  of 
hid,  alike  in  their  relationi  to  their  Father  in  hi-avi-n  and 
to  cacji  other.  That  tbe  taw  waa  seTcrc  in  its  jtutice,  U  do 
onntradiction  to  this  assertcoo.  Its  pertcction  of  justice  via 
tax  puier^  deeper,  more  inflaeBcins  Love,  than  toe  moda» 
codes  which  aiB  pronounced  so  much  more  merctfol. 

The  social  and  doBMttic  poeitioo  of  the  wife  of  Nabal  mut 
bnve  been  as  perfect  tnv,  independent,  and  influeadi 
that  of  tay  woman  of  the  present  da^,  be  tbu  lavs  ' 

guide  bcT  what  they  may.     We  peroeivc  tbe  coanae)  . 

wisdom  of  their  mistress,  son^  and  followed  by  the  serraaU' 
of  Nabal  without  the  smallest  r^ard  to  theirmastcr.  C>im[jar» 
this  liberty  of  will  and  action,  this  exercise  of  jadgment 
displayed  in  the  history  of  Abi^l,  with  the  position  and  tha 
characters  of  the  R-iAtem  females  of  the  prceeitt  day,  ander' 
the  laws  of  Maholtact,  and  then  let  titith  ptononace  which  an 
the  degraded  T  Again,  we  are  expreesly  told  that  Abigail  waa 
BOt  merely  a  beautiful  woman,  but  of  ^oad  trndentandtng, 
which  her  whole  story  proves;  and  yet  more,  every  word  of 
her  address  to  David  evinces  an  almost  remarkable  knowledge 
of  tbe  way*  and  tbe  words  of  tbe  Lord.  She  is  even  called 
by  the  Ancient  Fathers,  a  pruphctess.  "  Then  were  serea 
womea  of  Isad,"  tbey  say,  '*  wnu  were  propheteasee — Sanl^ 
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IfiruuD,  DuWralt,  Honiuth,  AbiuaO,  nuItUh  and  Bstber." 
Wv  know  not  on  what  auUioritf  our  venerable  safes  Imre 
honoured  bj  the  t«na  proj>Iicte$H,  tlioiMt  whom  the  Bible  does 
not  bO  distinguish ;  but  it  ig  b  forcible  pioof  of  the  deen 
iMning  and  profound  kuowI«d^  of  the  Word  of  God  wUica 
most  luTc  bccD  poxsesscd  by  Abigail,  and  which  she  could  nut 
have  acquired  without  study.  The  study  of  religion,  thon, 
was  evidently  iwt  prohibited  to  tlio  women  of  lOTsel ;  and 
therefore  wo  know  not  by  what  authority  aucli  blece«d  study 
e*n  be  denied  to  us  now. 

Nor  is  it  only  rcligiouH  knowledge  which  vVbiipul's  charaot 
develops.  It  id  a  perfect  acquAiiitaDc«  witti  inmaH  natun,^ 
ebe  sbe  had  not  so  sood  tunied  aside  the  wrath  of  Ditvid. 
jndginent,  intellect,  and  talent,  all  breathe  in  her  eloquent 
»pp^  and  evince  an  elenttion  of  intelligence  impoMble  to  be 
ODtained  were  the  social  position  of  woman  conJiDed  to  house- 
hold work.  Ttic  more  we  study  the  story  of  Abi^l,  the  more 
deeply  we  must  feel  how  valuable  it  in  to  u»  tts  women  of 
IctmI  ;  how  impressively  it  matLt  out  our  privileges  in  erenr 
lelatiott  of  life,  and  how  uiiaii^wcrikbly  it  proves,  that  Jewish 
wvmen  need  do  other  creed  to  give  iheiD  nther  qririlual  or 
teiDpoml  advnutnges. 

As  women,  tho  chnracter  of  Abigail  equally  concerns  us. 
We  have  fnquentlv  ineisted  that  the  narratic^,  as  well  as  the 
precepts,  of  the  Bible  arc  writteo  for  our  guidance ;  and  there- 
fore are  ws  80  anxious  to  brin«  forward  all  tliat  can  aid  our 
youDE  sLsters  in  making  their  Bibles  their  daily  guide.  Many 
would  do  ao,  but  they  know  not  how,  from  the  sad  scarcity  «E 
idinous  books  amongst  us,  to  modern  tongues.  The  more  we 
doi^  study  the  Bible,  the  more  cnay  in  truth  ^hall  we  tind  it ; 
bat  th«n  we  must  not  coiiBne  our  readings  to  the  five  boolcs 
of  Mose).  One  chupter  every  uiorniug,  one  every  uight,  and 
three  on  the  Subltatli,  complete  the  whole  Bible — FcnUteuch. 
Hagiography,  and  I'mpKi^tA — aI],  with  the  sole  exception  of 
the  Psalm*,  in  the  three  hundred  and  fdxty-Gve  duya  forming 
the  Natarene  yutr ;  and  tlii»  formed  into  a  habit,  not  done 
one  year  and  laid  aHide,  but  pentevered  in  for  a  life,  would,  in 
ptDCeas  of  time,  and  witi)out  either  labour  or  weariueis,  give 
tbe  comfort  and  the  knowledge  that  we  »eck.  Nor  need  wW 
Utt  tlut  wo  shall  grow  weory  of  tbe  task  :  vadi  year  it  wouliq 
beocme  lighter  and  more  bleaaed,  each  year  we  dtould  discover' 
■MwduM  «e  knew  Dot  before^  lad  id  the  v»lley  of  the  shadow^ 
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of  desth  fee),  to  onr  be&rt'a  ccn,  that  the  word  of  our  God 
in  tnith  "  the  rod  and  the  st*S,  the}-  comfiHrt  me,"  of  whii 
iht  Monarcb-PBalfflist  spake. 

We  have  already  noticed  the  little  power  which  Nabal' 
ehnribk  temper,  and  til  the  diseoaforte  tben<^e  eunniag, 
over  the  piona  md  eaergetio  ehancter  of  Abigail  From 
wbe  fotbewanoe  towards  him,  both  in  actiag  without  his  know- 
ledge ID  seeking  David,  and  iu  not  mentioning  liw  effect 
that  interriew  till  he  was  in  a  state  to  bear  it,  ve  caq  i' 
infer,  Uiat  eiui  not  only  bore  with  a  charltdi  temper,  but 
knew  how  to  mana^  it — a  task  not  a  little  difficult, 
which  none  bat  an  unselfish  and  well-eontTolled  temper 
cao  attempt.  Many  women,  instead  of  acting  on  soeli  u 
emereeocy,  woald  davo  lost  all  the  proper  time  of  action  * 
vain  lanMutAtioiu,  atid  in  bittor  reproaobes  of  thu  chu 
folly  which  bad  oniiwl  it ;  or,  if  they  acted  as  Abigail 
miiDy  would  hiire  dUptaited  triumjiA,  would  hxvc  vaunted  c^ 
their  own  KlciU  in  turning  wmth  indo,  andt«unt«d  Nahal  Wl^ 
what  might  hurc  hcr&lliin  him.  But  Abieaii,  with  trw 
womanly  dttniily,  did  neither.  That  ahe  had  neen  permitted 
to  save  ncT  nousehold  from  an  imminent  danser  was  tiaai^ 
for  her — and  if  the  kind  providence  of  the  Btefonl  bad  not 
oidainod  it  othcrvrisc,  she  would  have  ivtunied  to  all  her  usual 
quiet  duties  and  silmt  endunvDcc,  never  drpamiug  tb»t  hsc 
conduct  had  evinced  any  thing  wortliy  of  reward. 

Let  ostlian,  as  womt-n,  not  only  admire,  but  tniitate  tltf 
piety,  the  forbearance,  and  the  energ}*  of  our  gentle  anoMtrai^ 
enured  that  sncb  virtues  an?  acceptable  to  our  Qod.  Mai^ 
aiid  many  a  one  have  a  Nabal  in  their  hnu^holds  in  one  or 
other  relation  of  life.  Temper,  tboufjfat  of  SO  little;  enooniagtd 
because  ii  ia  no  paljmble  Vice,  so  bbndins  tlifl  esnaa  of  it«  po*> 
BMBor  as  to  fling  its  black  shadow  on  all  bisaasooiatee,  till  tUm 
are  thought  the  churlish,  not  himself;  temper,  the  aevererw 
90  many  gentle  ties,  the  rude  breaker  of  so  many  loving  hearty 
the  baleful  spirit  of  so  many  otherwise  richly  favouTod  bom«^ 
—Oh  what  but  a  character,  a  jpiety,  an  energy  like  AbisailX 
can  enable  na  to  suRtain  ita  trials,  in  a  manner  accAptaue  to 
the  I>ord,  and  not  overwhelming  to  ourselves  1  As  women,  u 
Women  of  larael  more  esnecidly,  let  us  endeavour  to  cultivate 
UiOKc  noble  qualities,  and  feel  thnt  even  for  the  saflerings  of  a 
churtixh  temper,  we  nave  sympathy,  comfort,  and  guiduoa  i> 
the  Bible.     We  may  not  all  have  either  tie  bean^,  or  t]M 
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good  andcntiuidinK  of  Abif^il ;  but  we  may  all  hare  loe^ 
and  cncr);)'  aad  iufluoucc  if  nre  so  will,  tliv  ono  springs  nom 
the  other  ;  for  tbo  want  of  energy,  thuaboi'iice  of  &U  indaence, 
arises  from  a  lutleas  indifference  wluch  never  can  cxiiit  wita 
true  piety.  The  service  of  God  demands  cinDBtitnt  vatdiful- 
■tiiiaa,  couHtant  activity,  aye,  and  constant  thought ;  nor  can 
t-  servo  Ilim,  ajiart  from  serving  our  fcUow-creatures,  To 
V..r  and  forboar  is  peculiarly  woman's  duty — in  every  station 
of  life,  aud  more  especially  towards  a  husband  ;  and  every 
rellgiona  and  justly  feeling  woman  will  rouse  her  every  energy 
to  conceal  or  at  least  jircvent,  the  evil  couSLquencee  of  temper 
d  iU-jiKlgiiieat  spreading  over  her  household,  and  lowering 
e  charactvr  of  a  husband  in  the  minds  of  his  inferion, 
;ail  o  constant  superioricy  of  iudgment  and  action  we  leura 
lerservatitji  goiLiff  to  her  without  hesitation.  They  molt 
frequently  confided  in  her  jud^^eui  before,  eue  they 
it  have  demouatrated  such  im))licit  trust  in  a  noDHot 

Dce  we  as  clearlr  perceive  in  tlie  SDCCcatof  hot, 
lioDaTid:  a  qnicic  judgment  and  few  ircllofaoaenii 
genelf  and  household  fircim  deitniction,  and  Daiid 
I  committal  uf  a  great  ^gn.  And  if  by  the  cultivation  of 
mind  and  nkutwr  woman  can  achieve  nich  things,  who  ahall 
deny  her  the  ptiviWe  of  being  on  instroment  of  good,  or  seek 
nfine  her  to  a  ulse  and  oezmded  pontion,  and  bo  compel 
r  vacuity  and  idlenen,  or  nivolity  aod  folly  ?  We  mkj 
B  called  npon  to  exert  our  inflneoce  in  a  matter  of  lib 
death,  but  lew  arc  the  women  who  pan  through  this  life 
^Ibont  some  opportunity  to  nse  their  natural  influcnw  for  J 
^:bD0<1,  either  in  the  encouragement  of  worth,  or  the  wise  and' 
gentle  Kuidancc  from  the  paths  of  sin.  If  there  are  some 
vho  will  deny  this,  who  will  assert  that  in  their  isolated  pon- 
tion  they  have  inQneiicc  on  none,  and  have  no  power  to  doi 

Sod,  we  would  say,  it  is  because  they  seek  it  net,  not  becaoaa ' 
eg  havt  it  not ;  und  beseech  them  to  rouse  their  dormant 
energy  to  (iud  and  use  it,  and  \rf  the  superiority  of  their 
jnentol  resources,  their  spiritual  piety,  their  noble  ener^,  and 
pure  meek  womanly  influence,  alike  in  their  domestic  and 
Bocinl  poulioD,  make  manifest  to  the  nations  how  deeply  they 
feel  and  glory  in  the  privilcgee  accorded  to,  and  in  the  duties 
dmimndcd  from  them,  as  the  female  children  of  the  Lord. 


THi  woHEgr  OF  cauL. 


TnSE  WOKAS  OP  TEKOAH-WOMAJI  OP  ABEL-REPIH.- 
JCDGMEST  OP   SOLOMOS.-WIDOW  OF  ONB  OF  T! 
SONS  OP  THE  FROPflETS, 

Ths  period  of  oar  hisbwy  which  we  an  now  nganling,  will 
~  '■  npplr  Hi  with  sacb  regular  biiwraphies  aa  th«  pntcoriinc 
Between  Abigakil  aod  the  Soaiiammit«,  in  tan  time  « 
ft,  then  ia  bo  fiBuale  cJuumft-t  which  we  eu  look  npini 

rat  m,  whnle,  and  dcrite  theaoa  tadividual  benefit ;  but  in  the 
jean  of  tbo  monarchy  attetehing  between  the  two  above  otea- 
tioued,  there  are  soae  noticee  of  women  peculiarly  vatuaUa 
to  oa  in  a  mUJODal  anise,  aa  portmyt&g  our  pcHtioo,  bodt 
iocial  and  intelle«tuaL 

The  fint  of  thcM  is  the  wiae  woman  of  Tekoah,  suborned  bf 
Joftb  to  iacline  the  king's  heart  towards  .AbaalotD.  In  what 
MOM  the  epithet  "a  wi»e  woman"  waa  regarded,  we  cannot 
exactly  dutcmuM  ;  but  from  Joab  ttnding  at  ooce  to  Tekooh, 
we  are  led  to  nppoae  h«r  a  pcnon  noted  for  her  wi^om.  and 
selected  fur  that  reaaoo.  Her  ston*  is,  of  couree,  a  feigned 
one,  and  therefore  doce  not  command  our  commiseration  ;  bet 
it  ia  valuable,  as  it  ao  undeniably  manifests  hov  eaaj  it  wat 
tat  the  wornm  of  Israel  to  obtain  the  ear  of  the  monaroh.  and 

j  loceive  jugtice  and  protection  at  hia  hand,  even  Bfaiost  the 

r'  iooa  of  the  people.     Sho  tolls  David  that  sha  is  a  wooas 
had  two  snn^  one  of  whom,  in  striving  with  the  oUm^ 
had  smitten  and  sUin  htm.    That  the  whole  faotily  had  rian 
Bfaiimt  the  widow,  commandioz  her  to  deliver  up  the  sarrivori 
tnat  they  mi^bt  revenge  his  Dfother's  death  by  alM  riayioc 
him ;  and  eo,  in  the  beautiful  language  of  Scnplure,  "  (lueDcE 
my  coal  which  is  l«(t,  and  Dot  leave  to  my  huaband  eitlMi 
name  or  remainder   unon    the  earth."     David,   in   aaswtt 
deurea  her  to  retom  to  ncr  home  iu  peace;  and  that  be  wonls 
giTe  charge  eouceininc  her.   Still  she  lingem,  and  he  mtenteit 
Whoeever  saith  ou^ht  unto  thee,  bring  him  unto  me,  and  bt 
■hall  not  toucb  thee  any  more.    Then  aaid  ahe,  I  pray  thee, 
kt  the  kins  remember  the  Lord  thy  God,  that  tliou  wouldil 
[not  auffer  the  revengers  of  blood  to  deetioy  any  taon,  leal 
I'tliey  destroy  my  son.     And  he  aaid.  As  the  Lord  livetli,  then 
pihall  not  one  bait  of  thy  son  fall  to  the  ground." 
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B7  this  we  an  led  to  believe,  tlmt  the  Ruprxwod  crime  of  the 
one  brother  against  the  oiIkt  c*inu  iitufcr  llio  accidental 
murdera,  where  the  slajor  was  jicnnitted  to  seek  the  citiw  of 
tefugfr  It  is,  u  we  know,  a  fictitiims  tale  uf  erier;  still  it  ia 
important  to  mark  how  cnuctly  it  tallii-s  with  obedience  to  the 
laws.  The  woman  a.'Mi.tU  licraulf  to  bo  a  widow,  and  coiisc- 
qui-iitly  the  peculiar  cure  of  her  brethren.  Her  position  is 
SOBcli^cd.  and  thcrororo  is  it  that  David  not  ntily  hears  her, 
aixl  promitics  that  he  will  take  her  in  chftrge,  Wt  plcdsos 
lliiusvlf  to  }-et  greater  leniency  than  the  law  allotrs.  In  hia 
own  case,  one  exactly  similar,  David  had  done  anch  violencs' 
to  his  own  uar«DtaI  feelings,  that  three  yeara  had  elapsed  sinc«'' 
he  hoii  looked  on  his  darliDg  Absalom,  towards  whom  wc  are 
expressly  told  Aw  toni  Itmged  u>  go  forth.  The  laws  ot  his 
country  might  not  be  traost^reiaed  for  bim,  thon^jh  asoverdi 
•ud  yet  for  a  moarning  widow  his  kind  heart  yielded.  1 
doea  not  evince  disregard  to  woman's  feelinK",  or  that  they^ 
were  Icsb  objects  of  care  in  the  ittate  tlian  man,  but  rather  the 
complete  contrary  :  the  king't  son  van  to  remain  in  exile  and 
ignominy,  the  widow'*  mn  vox  to  be  jiMtecUid  and  jinrdvned. 

Hot  COnt<'nt  with  the  I'avunr  granted  the  Hiippiwed  widow,' 
she  prooecda  to  entreat  the  king,  "  Let  thine  himrlnmid  speak, 
I  pray  tliee,  one  word  nnto  my  loni  the  king.  And  the  king 
mm),  Day  on."  And  then  k)lilly  and  unhesitatingly  the  «ni>- 
pliant  tarnn  reprover  ;  and,  making  her  own  case  the  king  r 
nronouDces  it  a  faidty  jud^^eut,  else  whv  docs  he  not  fet& 
home  his  banished  I  We  need  not  transcribe  the  whole  of  he 
weU-jiidc<:d  appeal  (aee  2  Sam.  xiv.)  The  king's  peDetration ' 
«t  once  dijicovered  the  real  mover  of  this  scene,  and  addrcseing 
the  woDtau  as  bis  equal,  instead  of  demanding  the  truth  from 
her  oa  some  mij;ht  imagine  due  to  hia  royal  prerogative,  he 
■sin,  "  Hide  not  from  me.  I  pray  tliee,  the  thing  that  I  bliall 
•ak  tbee.  And  tbc  woman  said.  Let  my  lord  the  king  now 
Rte*lL  And  tiie  king  Raid,  Is  not  the  hand  of  Joab  with 
tMO  in  all  tiiia )"  The  whole  i*  coiiKequently  revealed ;  bnt 
DO  anger  at  the  deception  followed.  The  king's  word  had 
puaed,  and  though  it  was  to  a  suppcued  ease,  he  would  not 
withdraw  it.  The  young  man  Absalom  was  ncalled  from  hia 
gTHidfather's  court,  and  brought  by  Joab  to  Jenmletn  ;  but 
•till,  tne  to  his  paternal  seventy,  David  would  not  listen  to 
his  foeliogs ;  and  for  two  years,  though  dnclling  in  the  same 
,  the  father  and  son  never  eaw  each  other's  uwe;  wherea^ 
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had  th^  widow's  story  be«k  tnie.  he  would  hxn  penalttol  htt 
th?  rich  bieesiii^  of  her  mm'»  cootiuiicd  preseooe  «iitl  full 
pardoo. 

The  incident  is  not  nn  iin]}ortuit  one  in  iUeir;  bat  by 
Joab'a  seeking  a  wtman  to  bring  the  king  to  but  vishM;  of 
the  little  ditlicoUv  she  had  to  obtain  a  beahni( ;  by  the 
kindnefis  and  fetlitig  which  dictated  the  moDarch'H  naaiicf 
and  words  towards  her.  we  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  of  tiie 
real  t)i>sitiori  of  ^rouKni  in  Judea  ; — that  she  was  tbouiht  ut, 
felt  tor,  ttiid  protected,  intinitcly  more  in  the  btate  of  Igraul.  Hiaa 
in  any  cmitL-iiijixniry  or  i:ven  in  any  more  modern  natioD ;  that 
even  warriors  an<t  conrtier»  disdain  not  to  axk  and  use  her  aid; 
and  tfiat  the  kin;;  himself  littteiiud,  nut  only  when  she  was  a 

pplicaiit  on  bcr  own  afl'iuTS,  but  when  the  strain  was  changed 

fSnUc  vonturetl  to  address  htm  on  his  own. 

'  Not  is  she  the  only  "  w'ut  woman"  whoce  iostmmeatalitv  i« 
mentioned  in  Holy  Writ.  Soon  after  the  death  of  AbMuna 
other  coufuKioiis  Morc ;  and  a  quarrel  took  place  between  the 
men  of  Israel  and  the  tribe  of  Judali,  as  to  who  should  have 
t])o  greater  influence  over  the  aged  kins,  "  and  the  words  of 
the  men  of  Judah  were  fiercer  than  the  words  of  the  men  of 
Israel ; "  in  conaequencp  of  which,  a  man  of  Bctial  (tht  aetip- 
tur&l  term  for  a  seditious  and  rebellious  spirit)  named  Stwba, 
a  Beiijaniile,  blew  a  trumpet,  and  proelaiined,  "  We  have  no 
part  ill  David,  neither  have  we  inheritance  in  the  son  of  Jesse; 
every  man  to  his  tents,  0  Israel " — the  nanal  war  cry  of  tlie 
Jew*.  "  So  every  man  of  Israel  went  up  from  David,  wul 
followed  Sheha,  the  sou  of  Bichri :  but  the  men  of  Jndsh 
clave  uutu  tlicir  ktnK."  A  war  of  course  ensued,  seeming 
likely  to  be  yvt  more  injurious  to  Ju<lea,  tWi  even  Absaloin's 
rebellion.  And  Juab  with  a  la^e  army  "  wont  from  Jerusaleni 
to  pursue  Shcbn."  His  appearance  and  proclamation,  "  He 
that  is  for  David  let  bim  go  after  Joab,"  recalled  the  wavering 
Israelites,  and  Sheba  was  compellod  to  take  refuge  in  tlie  oity 
of  Abel  of  Beth-maachah.  There  Joab  besieged  bim,  oostiug 
up  a  bonk  against  the  City,  and  learing  batterini;  engiiiM 
against  the  wall,  so  that  destruction  and  slaugnter  woe 
inevitable ;  for  no  possibility  or  inclination  for  rcsistaim 
nppoarild  from  witluu.  Nat  one  man  had  the  nMOnuT 
oonngfl  and  wisdom  to  come  forward,  either  to  pacify  Jooo 
or  to  meet  him  in  batlie.  A  hesitation  no  doubt  occasioned 
by  Uw  fear  of  $huba,  the  natural  reluctance  to  tiui  delivoiaK 


VOXAJt  OP  ABBL. 

I  of  <NM  who  h»A  taktii  refuge  in  their  aty,  ud  tbe  yet 

MterrcltiL'Uuce  to  riw  ft^Miimt  IWiil.  B«tweon  thwo  con- 
liotinfi  umotionii  the  dowutiJI  i)f  the  city  wu  iiR-vituble ;  but 
tben  WM  oue  within  itf  vtUs,  not  only  it  v/'uk,  btit  u  (uitriotio 
womw,  who,  boldly  taking  on  henelf  aII  n»k  of  pci-aouol 
danger,  alike  from  the  b&tterin£  tadu  of  Joab  without,  and 
th«  i»ge  of  Sheba'a  adhetvota  witoin,  Buddunly  appeared  upon 
th*  walls  and  called  aloud,  "  Hear,  hear ;  uv,  1  pray  thee^ 
onto  Jonb.  Come  near  hither,  that  I  may  k^k  with  thee," 

The  noiM  of  attack  od  the  port  of  tho  DVEicgen  invuluDtarily 
ccmkI.  aod  Mldicn  and  general  must  have  eaitd  with  some 
aetonifhment  on  the  rision  appcoriog  thu£  boldly  before  them. 
And  Joab  approaching,  sbo  bode  him  "  hear  the  words  of  thine 
luiulmaid.  And  he  said,  I  do  hear.  Then  she  spake,  saying, 
Tticy  were  wont  to  speak  in  old  time,  saving,  They  shall  sure^ 
ask  council  at  Abel,  and  so  Uiey  cndca  the  mattery"  nthet 
obscure  words,  yet,  na  appean  to  us  from  the  succ«ediiiff  iom, 
meaning  that,  in  former  TcorB,  tlie  councils  held  oy  tho 
inhabitants  of  Abel  ended  all  difficult  matters :  but  that  Joab 
ooming  upon  them  in  determined  hostility  haa  prevented  any 
amicaDle  treaty,  and  had  in  consoqaeooj  checked  the  inter* 
ference  of  all  these  who,  like  herself,  were  "  peaceable  and 
bithfnl  in  Israel." 

The  addreea  also  appears  to  allude  to,  and  in  fact  ta  illo^ 
trate,  the  law  contained  in  Deut.  xx.  10 — 12,  '"  When  thoa 
COneet  nif;fa  unto  a  city  to  light  acainst  it,  then  proclaim  peace 
unto  it.  And  it  ahall  be,  if  it  make  thee  answer  of  peace,  and 
^>en  unto  thee,  then  it  shall  be,  that  all  the  people  tliat  is 
fimnd  therein  shall  be  tributaries  unto  thee,  and  they  aholl 
sem  thee.  And  if  it  will  make  no  peace  with  tbe&  bat  will 
make  war  against  thee,  then  thou  otiall  besiege  it. '  Joab'a 
hnpetooua  mil  wemH  to  have  neglected  this  mercjful  ordinonot 
ana  therefore  no  council  a»  in  ancient  times  could  be  held  in 
Abel,  and  no  ilfuLiion  made,  either  for  peace  or  war.  And 
khia  was  the  mon  lilain^able  on  the  part  of  Joab  beoauw  tbe^ 
city  belonged  to  David ;  the  inlmbitants  were  his  own  subje 
Tho  spokcr  feeU  thLt  in  her  concluding  words,  "Thou  seeh 
to  desUoy  a  city  and  a  uiuther  in  Israel:  why  wilt  thoi 
BwoUow  up  tho  inhi-riLince  of  the  Lord  ? " 

All  she  mys  in  «>■<  C'twntially  feminine,  no  moderate  and 
gentle,  that  it  at  once  txitlHtieit  tis  that  her  l>oldnei»and  wiadonii 
~~  'HO  way  mark  ber  a  luasculioe  dioTiUter.    She  won  atiU  r 
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motbo*  in  Ixrael ;  her  endowmenU  were  evidently  commoo  ' 
faer  sex  and  country,  |>roTiag  that  ther  kneir  well  bow  to  nu  _ 
tlie  vitdam  of  Die  patriot  with  all  tKe  gmecs  of  th«  vomuT 
Her  vcty  &nt  ««rd4  to  Juab,  "  Hear  tbv  words  of  thine  buul> 
maid."  marie  her  perfect  cod»cm>u«m«  of  her  own  poeitioi].  and 
pajr  that  respect  uae  aliku  to  the  tank  and^saenUup  of  the 
person  Bho  addrewcd.  An  aasamptioo  of  wisdom  and,  ooiue* 
qucntly,  of  authoritr,  would  hafe  loat  her  tlie  car  of  Joab  at 
once.  A  mao  may  m  ii^uent^d  by  woman,  bat  not  dictatti 
to,  however  sinieTior  may  be  her  wiadom.  We  cannot  disoorci 
the  wiadom  of^  this  moth<!r  in  IsmI  in  her  Ktoal  wenb, » 
ntnefa  as  in  ber  aetiofu.  Tbe  addrae  was  indeed  well  cImmb, 
for  it  apne*led  directly  to  the  best  and  holiest  feeUnga  of  Jaak 
and  couM  only  have  ]>Tooeeded  from  a  mind  long  aocnstOBM 
to  wcIl-reguUted  thought ;  but  her  sole  plea  waa,  that  she 
was  "  a  motiier  in  Israel,"  a  character  and  itattou  to  which  tht 
rudest  and  hardest  nature  never  rduaed  revereooe. 

"  Far  be  it^  far  be  it  from  nie,"  was  Joab'i  eoroest  anewa; 
"  to  Nwallow  up  or  destroy — the  matter  is  not  m.  but  a  maa 
of  Mount  CpUraim,  Shcba  the  son  of  Bicbri  by  oame,  hath 
lifted  uo  his  hand  aninxt  the  king,  even  n^nst  Dairid. 
Deliwr  nim  oalv,  and  I  will  ilepnrt  from  titc  ci^.  Aim!  Um 
vromaii  said,  Bubold,  his  lieiid  »IiaU  be  thrown  to  Utee  over  Uw 
walL  Then  the  wum^n  went  unto  all  the  pcopli;  in  her  wisdom; 
ami  they  cut  ofT  tlio  hcA<l  of  Sheba  the  son  of  Bicbri,  and  cart 
it  out  to  Joab ;  and  be  blew  a  tnimpot,  and  tbcy  retired  ften 
the  city  every  man  to  his  tcnt^  And  Joab  rotwucd  to  J<rtt* 
Balem  and  to  the  king  "  (2  Sam.  xs). 

TlitrTtt  will  be,  DO  doubt,  some  fair  aSecton  of  refiiienunl. 
Iiorror-ittricket)  at  the  idea  of  a  wom&n  being  inflaential  in  the 
execution  of  a  criminal,  and  condemn  the  age  in  which  sodi 
d<i-d»  were  done  aa  .tome thing  too  barbarous  to  be  regarded 
willimil  a  shudder.  Now  there  are  few  of  our  countrywomen, 
wc  thmk,  more  painfully  affected  by  oi^eues  ^id  tliougbts  of 
blood  than  onnelf:  but  it  is  the  wcei*ity  fur  «uch  frarftil 
nuiiisliinentji  we  feel  and  mourn,  more  than  the  punialimenl 
itAeif.  I'be  Eternal  ordained  caitital  punishments  far  capital 
crimes :  and  if  His  iniiuitc  wisdom  and  His  immoasunhle 
mercy  saw  that  it  was  good  eo  to  do,  surely  we  poor  weak 
finite  creatures  of  a  day.  can  have  neither  right  nor  wisdom  to 
deem  such  acts  of  justice  cruel,  or  lontlie  tbom  aa  reinitania  <tf 
barbarity.    Joa-Vt  demand  was  unantiwcrably  jusU     TIm 
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I  seditious  nnd  rsbolUous  snirit  sought  to  light  ttta  fluu 
wrd  «1)  over  Judtea,  and  dared  to  arm  bis  conntrjnieQ 
agMDSt  the  Iwrd's  Anointed,  was  deserving  of  death ;  and  bia 
ovn  execntloQ  saved  tho  lives  of  huiidrods. 

Was  it  uot  then  an  act  of  far  (.-reater  mercy  to  demand  the 
bead  of  Shebit,  than,  by  the  weak  Hbriuking  from  a  duty  so 
punliillr  repugnant  to  woman's  nature,  exiiose  meo,  women, 
and  children,  in  eomule^s  numbers,  to  tlie  destroying  snoid  t 
Yet  from  the  latter  few  would  ahrink  as  they  do  from  the 
former, only  because  there  is  something  ao  dreatlful  in  tlie  idea 
of  a  vomon  seeking  the  life  of  a  fellownrrcature.  She  s»uj{ht, 
in  tact,  to  taw  l{fi,  not  to  take  tt ;  and  ber  effortH  were 
nocecsful.  Knvtable  mu»t  have  been  tlmt  "  wise  woman'ti " 
feelings  m  the  trumpet  sounded,  and  the  fierce  wArrium  undi 
command  of  Joab  struck  their  t«ut».  withdrew  thi-ir  batt«rin 
zanu,  ai:d  is  ^poodiv  array  marched  away  from  the  pre-doomL 
caty ;  luaviug  freedom  and  rejoicing  gladness  behind  thorn,  L 
•  p«ople  eared  alike  from  tho  destroying  sword,  and  from  the 
sin  ot  strife  and  lebclHon  against  the  Iford's  Anointed. 

Now,  it  is  not  at  all  likm  that  these  wise  counsels  were  th« 
impulse  of  the  moment.  The  women  of  Israel  must  have  had 
a  voiceeveD  in  the  senate  of  their  several  cities.  Their  position 
must  have  been  alike  elevated  and  intellectual.  In  astata 
like  Isnel,  composeil  as  it  was  of  so  many  unruly  memben 
and  conaAantly  seditiou^s  spirits,  wisdom  could  no  more  have 
obtained  ascendancy  without  cultivation,  tkm,  than  it  can  now. 
Hod  there  been  any  law  confining  woumn  to  any  particular 
qtherc,  prohibiting  her  interrennce  in  any  religious  or  secular- 
BMtteni,  wisdom  and  judgment  would  not  only  have  been 
ptMitiy  useless  in  a  woman,  but  privately  uncuttiTAted,  and 
we  should  find  no  Kuch  instances  as  tho  two  w«  liave  reoordML 
A  little  attentive  thought  on  the  conditions  of  thcboleoguenid 
city,  tliu  multitude  of  diverse  opinions  with  which  at  such  a 
time  it  must  havr  been  agitated,  moved  as  it  was  by  the 
prasence  and  pleadings  of  the  arch  rebel  himself,  the  fierce 
troops  vritbou^  the  noise  of  the  siege,  and  all  its  concomitant 
terroiB ;  and  remember,  that  uut  of  tJiese  multitudes  it  was  n 
woman  who  came  forward,  a  mother  in  Itratl  (how  sacred  is 
the  term  I)  who  in  her  wisdom  obtained  not  only  the  hearing 
of  Joab,  but,  a  more  difficult  matter  of  the  warring  peorile,  ana 
bent  ttiem  tike  a  reed,  oidy  from  the  superiority  of  MiMv— 
must  we  uot  feel  to  our  heart's  core  the  real  position  of  the 
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womoD  of  Israel  in  ttie  Past  t  Tkal  »hc,  uren  u  eosji,  ctiJmi 
not  alone  tlie  npiritual,  but  the  tnti^Ik-ctuftl  and  refinin.'  uth 
Icga  of  being  oue  of  tne  chosen  of  OoJ ;  and  mint  vi 
for  that  PininiE,  nben  we  shall  again  be  blttoed  and  t:i  i  .. 
in  our  oini  motft  holy  liuid,  dmiig  the  aill  of  God,  mid  bcin 
^ia  very  Irulb  spiritually  and  teinnorally  Mpi  m^  for  IIiT 
ponst  Ob,  Khali  not  the  thought  of  the;  m^  and  of  the  fotore, 
iDflucooe  Israel's  PBB9KKT,  aud  waken  n«r  dAachtas  to  thieir 
immortal  heritage,  in  being  of  tlie  fint-bon  onildreii  of  tlw 
Lord ;  who  boldeth  thein  so  inexpreeibly  d«»r,  tlut  th«  indi- 
Tiduol  or  niklii>n  nlio  iniuretli  them  injuretli  tbo  apple  of  Qis 
«yc?  Id  nut  the  thougnt  that  we  are  of  aoation  iol>elored,i 
«uffioieiit  incuiitivu  for  the  cuIlivAtion  of  roiritnnlity,  virtue, 
iiiUtUcct,  wisdom,  affcctioa,  devotednen  to  Qod  and  mAn,  al) 
Uiikt  coiilil  miUce  the  days  of  tiii«  life  I've!!  "ac  tb«  dayaof 
bvm-n  on  the  «irth"I 

The  devotion  iif  Kiipah  i*  anotlier  exquisitely  bcautiM  trait 
of  fciuale  oluiructer.  Its  mention  <l<>ot  not  contain  a  tmm, 
but  apiriun.  It  doe*  not  tell  u-t  whut  woman  thould  b4.  bnt 
what  »h«  it,  and  is  valuable  at  proTing  that  tbo  women  nf  tbe 
Bible  are  but  portraits  of  woman's  naturo  now.  TJie  stetn 
oandate  of  the  Lord  a^inut  the  bloody  liouse  of  Saul  had  not 
all  been  fulfilled  ;  and  ju«ticc,  that  tnwrutubte  jostice  which 
Dan  dare  not  hope  to  explain,  dumaiided  the  execution  of  the 
last  remaining  Kuioiut  of  tho  family  of  Saul.  Th«  oairatiTe 
cont^Dcd  in  the  fint  nine  ytnen  of  3  Sun.  xxL,  is  one  on 
which  it  t«  better  not  to  linger,  lest  it  arouse  doubto  and 
questions  Tvrgtng  »u  impiety.  It  is  enough  that  it  wat  tbe 
ordinance  of  the  Eternal,  acid  that  Ue  ever  ten)[iereth  jusucc 
with  mercy ;  and  though  to  finite  minds,  in  this  iastuiec, 
murcy  may  seem  htddt^n  in  blood,  it  is  enough  for  ns  to  knoir 
that  "  God'K  way«  arc  not  oui  ways,  nor  His  thoughts  out 
thought^"  and  calmly  resting  on  this  blessed  truth,  dtsmim 
the  subject  UK  one  to  be  explained  hereafter,  whctntheimuiortal 
likeness  of  God  in  which  lie  made  man,  purilied  from  the  cor- 
ruptins;  clay,  will  hv  permitted  to  trace  the  secret  of  His  wi^tb; 
ana  alfthat  iu  His  word  seemed  dark  and  terrible,  boar  witoera 
tothe  perfect  justice  and  the  perfect  mercy  of  llim,  with  whoio 
"  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  in  whuse  liRht  we  i^liall  see  light" 

Day  and  night,  from  the  bej^nnin^f  of  the  barley  harvetti 
toll  the  rain  came  down  from  hc-aven.  a  pt-rioi]  of  manv  weefa, 
did  Rizpah,  the  daughter  of  Aiah,  keep  sulilory  wdtcn  be^ds 
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tl>e  mouWmng  Mies  of  the  last  Tcmnantii  of  tlw  houie  of 
l>m\.  "She  twk  sackclolli  aud  spread  it  for  her  upon  th« 
rock.ftiKl  suffenvl  neithfr  the  biidaof  theatrtuicitupou  tlieta 
bv  daj,  nor  the  hea^u  tif  the  tield  by  night.'*  What  a  volume 
oi  wonwn's  heJkrt  b  totd  in  tliat  brief  vtne  I  The  devotediitati 
to  th«  beloved  dead  Trhich  w»ulil  ^lard  the  poor  remnants 
of  mortality  from  all  iiiMilt  of  bird  or  boast — that  lini^'ring 
bcnide  all  which  v.is  Ktniiwd  Ikt,  .iIil'<,  for  that  mournful  "  all'  1 
Soorebed  by  the  ttuii  nf  diiy.  and  cliillvd  by  th«  dewu  of  night, 
yet  moved  she  not  from  the  stony  ruck,  nor  cared  ahc  fyt 
aurilt  bcKtd«9.  Mmiminc;,  yet  nut  repining:  guarding  tlie 
liiulowed  dead,  yrt  breatJiiag  not  her  anguish,  savi;  throiiffh 
th«  tears  that  fell  on  the  impenclTablo  ruck,  and  the  •iglu 
that  mingled  Willi  the  breeze.  \Vho  mi^ht  feci  for  lier,  sola 
Tvmnant  of  that  blomty  houac  I  Who  might  lament  dreadful 
Tiiinbutiv«  deaths  >  flone.  And  the  mourner  asked  nought 
of  man.  Her  world  nan  by  the  dead,  aud  there  the  mocking 
tai  and  the  pitying  moon  gazed  down  Upon  her  in  her  aad  aud 
solitary  watcn.  And  0  is  not  this  woman  t — U  not  this  the 
love,  the  devotedness,  which  are  the  nnturAl  dwellers  of 
woman'a  heart,  when  nought  bnt  iintnro  npeakat  And  not  en- 
tirely ausympathised  was  her  aflliclion.  It  reached  the  ear, 
and  penetrated  the  heart,  of  the  feeling  and  affectionate  king; 
and  the  boned  of  Saul  nnd  Jonathiin,  and  of  ihvm  that  were 
handed,  were  gitlliercd  by  Diivid'n  expre**  cominan<l,  aud 
bnned  with  dae  honours  in  the  sepulchre  o(  Kish  the  father  of 
6aul,  which  wag  in  the  country  of  his  tribe ;  and  thu;t  that 
fvArfnl  ignominy,  so  revolting  to  an  Israelite,  the  denying 
bnrial  to  the  dead,  waa  removed  from  the  house  of  Saul  by 
the  devotion  of  a  woman.  Who,  then,  will  assert  that  the 
purest  and  be«t  foeltngH  of  our  nature  find  no  place  in  the 
word  of  God  ?  Who  can  seek  to  make  religion  trample  on 
the  most  tiered  feelings  of  humanity,  by  a^terting  that,  if  «• 
tnity  love  tlie  Lord,  we  can  never  grieve,  nor  w  afHietcd  f 
Ijow  painfully  mistaken  ar«  those  who  would  thiu  instruct, 
and  how  sadly  deceived  thone  who  would  banish  all  fitting 
fri>m  womans  nature  I  Who  would  guide  her  by  rule  and 
noaaure  T  Who  would  rhcck  every  enUiu^iaslio  imjiuUc, 
everi-  kind  sentiment,  every  Mympathising  emotion,  every  imag- 
inative glow,  all  becaasc  it  is  so  unfitted  for  this  unromantu 
imrld  :  and  tlicrcf"Tedi-*liiies  its  p^isse^ajr  to  m^rc  pain  than 
fleantn  T    Ok,  if  wc  believe  the  Word  of  the  Lord  divine. 
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let  OS  como  there,  and  nc  hIiilII  find  guides  tor  fimling  m  well 
as  for  action  \  ThoTo  we  tind  tliu  eioutiuiis  whicli  God  in  Hia 
mcrcjr  gave,  oticoanigi.'d  nut  subdued :  fcvlitiK.  devoMdiMO^ 
affection,  cntliusinitm,  alt  that  can  lift  ua  op  from  the  mere 
petty  conct-nis  and  thotighu  of  a  dajr,  are  tbem  brought 
forwanl ;  and  why  then  j))inuhl  the  awcct  cmottons  of  the 
Israelite  in  the  \m^,  be  di-L-iuvil  folly  and  romance,  and  ao  un- 
voithjr  of  the  Israelite  in  tlie  praent  f  Oh,  aa  voioeji,  women 
of  Urael,  let  us  cultivate  evt^ry  emotion  wlucli  can  refine  and 
elevate  and  prcpuv  oa  for  tlmt  Future  which  has  been  so  long 
oar  promised  heritage  T  We  ore  but  EtisngciB  and  sojoumeB 
in  the  land  of  our  captivity ;  but  onr  dccUnr  ia  laid  up  with  our 
God  for  that  day  wlicn,  in  the  face  of  tno  whole  world,  wa 
shall  be  acEuinwlcdgcd  as  his  own. 

The  next  striking  evidooce  of  woman's  social  position  in  ov 
present  Period,  is  found  in  the  far-famed,  often-quoted  jnd^ 
ment  of  Solomon.  The  wisdom  of  the  monarch's  Bent«ace  U 
the  point  gcDcrally  insisted  upon,  to  the  exctusion  of  all  tba 
other  topics  of  interest  nhlch  tbts  remarkable  incident  preseati. 

The  term  harlot,  more  than  once  applied  to  women  in  tha 
Bible,  had  a  vet?  dili'ercnt  mcaniac  to  that  in  which  it  ia  alone 
lued  now.  It  is  generally  supposed  to  signify,  indiacriminatelji 
an  innkeeper  or  hostess,  as  in  the  case  of  lUhab,  or  women  a 
the  servile  classes,  independent  of  servitude  in  hooseholdilh 
but  ocGutmng  some  trades  in  Jerusalem  peculiar  to  then* 
selves.  Tney  had  in  comicqueoce,  neither  rank,  weiUth,  bos 
any  of  the  usual  accessories  to  the  royal  favour.  Tot  Wl 
find  that  the  very  fii^  persons  who  obtained  aoom  to 
Solomon,  afler  the  offerings  with  which  bo  nactifiod  Ul 
cntnince  into  Jerusalem,  were  two  women  of  tliia  claaiL  It 
wiu  not  that  there  were  no  inferior  courta  of  justice  in  tin 
MuHaio  IiiiH,  no  order  or  division  of  ranks  in  the  Jewisb 
State.  Then;  were  all  these.  Vet,  if  Uie  woman  of  IstmI 
demanded  tlie  judgment  of  their  monarch  hiniMl^  the  tot 
lowest  cla-i^es  hnil  acce-«  to  liim,  and  their  cuee  were  heara 
and  judgi'iL  Certainly  a  very  different  mode  of  prooeedaag 
to  the  customs  of  other  nations,  either  then  or  now. 

Surrounded  by  his  ofHcers  and  court,  in  the  magnifloe&t 
array  which  marked  all  the  proceedings  of  King  Solomon,  tbt 
monarch  himself  listened  wtto  patient  and  sympathiaiofl  attan- 
tion  to  the  tale  of  affliction  boldlyspoken  before  him.  Itwaak 
■ad  and  a  etrange  od^  and  seemingly  so  difficult  for  a  ink 
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.^,|Bit  of  the  youthful  judge,  that  interest  was  in 
DO  oSPm  ug^M  cxciiccL  Two  women  dwelt  in  the  sauiQ 
boRSe^  to  Mch  of  whom  a  child  was  bom,  the  une  within  three 
dajm  of  the  other,  Tliey  were  alone  within  the  house,  and  tba 
child  of  the  oDo  woman  died  |  and  she  arose  at  midnight  and 
chani;cd  the  dead  for  the  living ;  and  when  her  corapanion 
awoke  in  the  mominfc  to  nuree  her  child,  behold  it  was  dead  : 
Imt  when  »he  had  looKed  on  it  attentively,  it  was  not  her  child 
wliich  she  did  bear.  And  when  the  complainant  DarTnt«d  thia 
tcJe,  her  opponent  denied  that  it  was  ao,  sayiuf;,  "  Nay,  but 
the  living  la  my  sod,  and  the  dead  is  thy  son  I  And  ihia  said. 
No,  but  the  dead  is  thy  son,  and  the  living  io  my  son  ;  ana 
thus  they  spake  before  the  kbg."  In  a  modem  court  of 
justice  we  thmk  a  sinjiUi'  case  would  be  found  somewhat  dif> 
ficult  to  solve.  Solomon  made  no  pause ;  repeating  the  charge 
and  its  denial,  so  as  to  make  it  dear  to  all  who  heard,  ho  oon- 
tinued,  "Bring  me  a  sword,"  and  when  obeyed,  nronounced 
that  memorablfl  sentenco  which  first  revealed  hiit  ^odliks 
wisdom  to  hia  subjccta; — "Divide  the  living  child  tn  two^ 

S'fe  half  to  the  one.  and  half  to  the  other.  Then  spake 
e  womau  wlioiw  the  living  cliild  woa  unto  the  kinu,  for  bet 
bowels  yearned  unto  her  son,  0  my  lord,  give  her  tlie  living 
obild,  and  ill  no  wixc  «lay  it«  But  the  other  wdd.  Let  it  bo 
ndthcr  mine  or  thine,  but  divide  it.  And  the  kinif  aiiawcred 
and  uid.  Give  her  [the  tirvt  speaker]  the  living  diild,  and  in 
no  wiM  day  it :  she  is  iho  mother  thereof."  And  if  aU  Israel, 
wben  they  board  of  this  {udgment,  feared  the  king,  for  they 
Mw  tliat  the  wi«lom  of  Ood  was  in  him,  how  deeply,  how  gratfr- 
fiilly,  roust  the  real  mother  have  n-joiccd  in  the  courage  which 
brou^'ht  her  before  the  monarch,  aud,  through  Us  seotcnot^ 
received  back  her  son  1        _ 

Solomon's  wisdom,  in  thia  inst&nco,  proceeded  simply  from 
k  profound  knowledge  of  human  nature.  Ho  tested  the  trutli 
or  falsehood  of  the  relation  by  an  appeal  to  the  heart,  and 
decided  according  to  its  unguarded  witness,  demanding  nothing 
more  for  his  own  satisfaction  or  that  of  hia  hearers.  The 
incident  is  a  trifiing  one ;  but  it  h  vaiuablo  in  demonstrating 
the  social  position  of  the  women  of  Israel  at  the  period.  We 
hsro  already  seen  that  to  obtain  the  monarch'a  ear  was  quite 
Mweaable  to  woman,  in  the  narration  of  David  and  the  widow 
of  Tekoah  ;  but  the  present  instance  is,  if  jioeaibla,  still  man 
M&Tincing,  from  the  fact  of  the  women  being  of  the  lowest 
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tliim<,  and  turiDit  no  frieodly  iadaraoe  to  Mag 
Affwanl :  antluoc  id  bet  to  plead  in  their  f»v<>ur,  but 
priTJlc)^  u  women  of  Itncl,  which  of  rauise  g&ve  Him 
admimoa  lo  their  earthtir  trivt-reign,  who  was  but  th«  vioft- 
regcnt  of  HJiD  by  vboin  all  l-Tael,  tata,  wc^mea,  aaJ  children, 
vere  houd,  jiid^l,  nii^l  auxwcred :  and  wtivn  the  Uv  of  the 
Uod  pormilted,  nay,  ouoiinaiKled,  tiii{Mirtial  judKiuuit  on  all 
who  cWmed  it,  wotmr  u  well  u  Ri«a,  it  tiirely  c&noot  be 
Mcuaed  of  either  degrading  or  ciwIaTiiig ;  coany  an  afflieted 
and  oppressed  ooe  of  the  Gcotilu  lattds  laigbt  bo  foaod  to 
wi*)i  it  vera  in  action  ttill. 

And  Itow  beautifully  does  this  simpla  nanatiro  display  the 

Enwer  of  oatare !  It  was  fir  easier  to  nspi  her  babe  tlian  aee 
im  die,  «t«d  at  th«  risk  of  ber  previous  reatat  beiug  disbolieved. 
Sh«  could  feol  iiMhing  but  the  fatal  commaDd  of  the  kiu^  to 
•lay  the  child ;  little  could  she  think  thoM  agoaised  wonU  of 
entreaty  wereexi>reailycall<;d  for  by  tbekin£,ibrthedi»coTety 
of  tho  truth  ;  and  that  tlie  bunt  of  nataraf  f^lins  would  M 
th«  iiieaD.1  of  giving  her  back  her  child,  ilow  furcibly  douthis 
Uule  au«edot«  ooRfirm  our  reit«rated  aaaertion  that  the  Woid 
of  our  God  guides  and  portrays  /etiiitg  aa  well  a»  action,  ud 
that  all  our  puiect,  best,  and  nobluat  nlfectioiu  will  alwayi  find 
their  reflcctiou  there.  And  thiM  is  one  of  tb«  widest  distiii»> 
tions  bttwo.ii  the  Bible  and  Piofiwie  Hist-iry,  The  latter  Wff- 
ratcfi  mvnff,  ,-tetioiis ;  the  pa]p:ible  and  stnkii)^  portfl  <if  mao, 
if  we  may  so  express  it.  but  tuttchca  uot  tltat  in) material  and 
subtle  assenec  ot  thought  and  feeling,  wltcnce  nlono  all  that  a 
piJpable  and  striluDg  comes.  The  Bible  iu  a  fi-w  brief  wtirdi 
vill  );ive  the  key  to  actions,  will  simplr  porttay  a  feeling 
an  impulse  wiiich  ftaaheion  the  heart,  avaltening.  ashy  electri- 
city, ttie  iiuka  of  nature  which  unit«  the  present  with  the  past 
iu  the  history  of  humanity ;  aad  we  know  euch  record  is 
divine,  else  the  darkly  hidden,  rarely  penetrated,  mysteries  of 
the  human  heart  could  not  have  been  an  fon-ibty  revealed. 

Nor  are  they  the  only  illustrations  of  feeling.  How  tonob- 
iii^ly  illuatratiTe  of  that  alFeoUon  is  Eli.->ha's  fint  uddreM  to 
Klijah !  When  the  laltur  thrvw  hU  tiiaiitle  upou  him^  M 
Kymbiilical  of  bis  elevation  to  the  proplietictti  calling,  a  ruidi  flf 
strange  yetecstatio  feeling  must  have  tnkcn  n'K«K«sion of  bin: 
iMrhaps  tho  upirings  oTmsnv  yeare,  the  iioart's  bopee  WM 
Iiiii|j;iii^  for  such  e|)intual  election,  unkn'uvn  to  any  bat 
his  own  lictut^  wuro  gratified.    It  must  liave  been  aome 
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(n^tuBjr  and  Enoompnheuttible  impulitu,  iictiialing  the  roogn** 
1io&ofal]«ulyemtHaijnneiit«aQil»'4c)cintioiis,  eimplj'  to  follow 
Elijah — ri'clingD  probnbl/  ovtrHhulmiiiK  in  their  suddcnnms  ; 
TPt  we  lind  him  in  the  midst  of  ttiuoi  thinking  nf  his  pareota. 
*'  liet  mc,  I  prey  thee,  kiw  mr  bther  and  my  mother,  aud  then 
I  wiU  follow  thoe." 

It  is  in  truth  ooly  ti  fouHns,  not  any  momentous  iocidont  or 
striking  illustntlion,  which  trie«c  simptu  wonb  butrajr :  but  it 
18  often  from  little  things  like  those,  that  wc  mny  form  an  esti- 
niiite  of  t)ie  social  conditioo  and  fueling))  of  a  people.  Tbo 
Jewish  law,  at  wu  have  seen,  peculiarly  and  affeotingly  toucbee 
9n  the  conduct  and  even  emotions  of  children  for  their  parents, 
and  parents  for  their  children.  Eltslia,  wo  may  foci  sure,  both 
from  bis  being  the  anointed  prophet  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the 
whole  course  of  hia  after-life,  had  been  brought  Up  strictly  as 
an  Israelite.  He  had,  as  is  i>ft«Q  the  ca^,  received  an  educo' 
tioii  which,  in  the  very  midst  of  idolatry  and  miseiy,  preserved 
him  undefiled  and  litled  to  supply  Elijah's  place.  Hia  exelama- 
tion  stronjfly  proves  how  completely  tn«  t^feettmu  were  blended 
with  spiritual  gifts:  while  from  hi8  lingering  reamins  towards 
hiM  iiiiTunta,  we  feel  what  tliey  mu»t  have  been  to  Dim — bis 
waotMr  oa  well  as  [m  father.  There  is  do  such  thing  as  filial 
reverence  aud  love  in  nations  where  woman  is  d^raded.  la 
the  JewUh  nation,  on  the  oootrary,  we  find  repeat«l  instanow 
of  both  reverenoe  and  love — such  ooiild  not  fail  to  have  been 
t^  oase  when  "  Honour  thy  futher  and  thy  mother  "  was  one 
'  tit*  fint  commandi  of  Qod  Himneir. 

Wu  tmoc,  too,  much  of  a  mother'^  nurture  and  inlluence  in 
the  peculiarly  sweet  and  loWng  charocteT  of  Klisha  duriug  his 
prop)i<^tical  oarc'r.  His  miw«ion  was  almost  all  of  love  ;  aiid 
the  ft'cling  and  syniiiathy  which  he  monifntod  Co  all  who  sought 
hint,  rapccially  towards  women,  us  we  shall  soe  in  more  than 
onci  instance,  dinplay  a  m.inly  cbantctcr  fonucd  by  a  woman't 
hand. 

One  of  the  fint  miracle*  performed  by  Elisha  was  for  a  woman, 
evincing  the  t«ndor  kindneegof  his  dispomtioD,  and  proving  that 
voman  was  not  cousidixred  unworthy  to  receive  rcLef,  through 
him,  from  the  hand  of  her  gracions  God.  She  was  a  poor 
widow,  whose  only  claim  to  the  compassion  of  the  prophet  np< 
pcored  to  In-,  that  lie  knew  tluvt  her  nusbaiid,  "thy  servant  did 
fear  the  Lord."  But  he  died  poor,  and  in  debt,  and,  in  exact 
iUflstratioD  of  the  Ian,  dio  creditor  came  to  demaad  the  aervioe 
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of  his  two  aons,  in  Iwa  of  the  mid  tlut  was  oirine, — k  huA 
trial  for  the  poor  «Dm«i,  left  in  hn  berasTemeot  with  but  two 
uiu,  from  wnom  the  Justin  of  the  Uw  oompelled  her  to  part, 
tmUw  the  onuld  niw  taojiey  saS&cieat  to  dncharge  ti«r  debt ; 
ukd  to  without  fear  ahe  approached  the  prophet  aiid  rtated  ber 
CMC.  "  What  ^lall  I  do  for  thee  ?"  was  the  commisentiiig 
nply ;  "  tell  roc  what  thoa  bast  in  ikj  bouse."  Aitd  what  a 
mctarc  of  nnconplAimng  poretty  does  her  annwer  brine  [ 
"Thin*  baodmaid  bath  nothing  in  the  honw  but  a  pot  of  nil" 
!nie  prophet  felt  for  and  rdieved  her ;  but  how  madi  of  child- 
like ana  tmsting  £uth  must  she  hare  needed,  in  her  obedience 
to  hb  stnoge  oomniand, — "  Borrow  thee  reasels  of  all  thy 
Dflif^lmus,  eren  empty  venek,  borrow  not  a  few.  And  wben 
thoB  ait  come  in,  thoa  sbalt  shut  the  door  upon  thee,  and  npoa 
thy  sons,  and  sbalt  ponr  out  into  all  tboae  vessels,  ami  tf)oa 
sbalt  set  adde  that  which  ia  Ml."  Borrow  remels  to  till  with 
oil^  when  she  had  but  one  pot  of  oU  in  the  house  I  How  could 
this  be?  Was  not  the  prophet  playing  with  her  distreasT 
How  oonld  such  a  strange  oomamnd  &yai\  ber  ?  Such  qaes- 
ttona  would  nnly  hare  be«n  natural ;  hut  we  do  not  find  that 
they  entered  her  mind,  or  proin)it«>1  doubt  and  specalatiod. 
She  might,  perha»,  have  heard  of  the  widow  of  Zarepliath, 
wbnso  crutEe  uf  oil  had  mimculouiiiy  liuled  during  the  famine; 
but  more  prolKihly  her  in.itant  obc^lieiice  originated  in  thai 
simple  and  guilelt-^  trust  wnich  .should  charaeteriw  every  feeU 
ing  of  our  heart*  towards  Uixl  "  So  she  went  from  him,  and 
shut  the  door  upon  ber  and  upon  hi-r  son«,  who  hod  broURbt  the 
vessels  to  her,  mid  poured  out  And  it  came  to  pan  when  the 
Ttauls  were  full,  that  she  ttid  unto  her  son,  Bring  me  yet  an- 
other; and  he  said,  These  is  not  a  vessel  m^>n ;  and  the  oil 
stayed.  Then  she  came  and  told  the  man  of  God,  and  he  said. 
Go,  sdl  the  oil, and  pay  thy  debt,  and  live,  thou  and  thy  childnn, 
on  the  rest,"  It  was  not  enough  to  ove  her  ^rgtmt  relief 
— the  merciful  kindness  of  the  man  of  God  provided  alM  for 
the  future,  and  gave  her  the  blessed  r^ief  of  retainiitg  ber 
ehildreo  beside  her.  Now  if  woman  were  of  no  accouut  in 
Istael.  it  would  hare  been  a  greater  kiudtiMs  to  take  her  sons 
ftom  her,  tb&n  leave  them  to  her  training.  As  a  widow  in 
.Israel,  ahe  herself  would  have  been  prorided  for  :  there  was  no 
ituid  for  this  great  mercy  to  have  been  shewn  ber :  nor  in  her 
retired,  aimi)Ie  mode  of  living,  oould  the  perfonnanoe  of  the 
miracle  for  her  have  increased  Elt»ha'a  prophetical  repatatiun. 
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8hc  vriu  a  poor  afflicted  individual — of  no  more  coDsequenoe 
nnumgftt  lier  caiiiitryinen  either  in  life  or  death,  joy  or  sorrow, 
tlian  were  *fe  to  remove  one  grain  of  sand  from  thi;  sea-shore. 
Yet  i<lic  niw  »3  nmcli  an  object  of  witjing  mercy  in  the  siftlit  of 
her  Qod  and  of  Hin  ]>ropbet,  aa  the  nighest  and  mo>»t  iuiportAttt 
in  the  land.  Atid  what  wu  her  roIc  plea  for  hearing  and  m- 
coptAJicc  I  "Thou  kiioweat  dot  hiubaiid,  thy  servant,  did  fear 
the  Ltrd  ;" — lacaiiiiig  not  only  the  departi^d,  but  hcreclf  and 
her  whole  household.  Then  was  no  loug  tist  of  higli-MOunding 
deeds,  of  sublime  prnjocto,  and  weniDgly  important  service*. 
The  fion^  of  the  prophi^ts,  o»  they  were  cdlcd,  appoArcd  to  have 
parsed  their  quiet  hvra  in  holy  meditation  on  the  law  and  the 
vrorka  of  God,  and  in  serving  Him  by  such  deeds  of  unoeteuta- 
tioiis  kindness  and  social  benevolonoo  as  very  often  to  die  poor. 
They  asked  nothing  hut  a  bare  ^^uOicieniy  of^ board  and  lodging, 
blessed  with  family  love.  They  were  never  heard  of  out  of 
their  own  retired  sjjhere;  but  they  fear«d  the  Lord,  and  taught 
their  wives  and  children  to  do  so  likewiM.  And  this  was  the 
poor  widow's  plea;  and  it  was  accepted.  And  shall  we  then  »ay 
the  women  of  Israel  have  no  access  to  God  ?  Do  we  need  more 
than  our  own  btes.ied  faith  and  its  vivid  illustTation;*  in  the 
Eternal's  own  word,  to  give  us  not  only  consolation  but  en- 
eon  ragement  ?  Can  we  mil  all  feel  as  that  poor  widow  did — a 
guileless  faith,  which  a.>»ked  no  ([uestion,  but  obeyed — which 
came  at  onoc  to  the  man  of  God,  and,  though  Im  words  were 
strange,  yet  trusted  and  wiih  reli<:ved  i 

True  we  have  no  mnn  »{ God  to  whom  to  seek :  wc  mav  not 
look  to  miracles  for  our  relief ;  but  wo  may  all  oome  to  God's 
word,  and,  through  it,  to  God  Himself.  There  it  no  bonier 
between  ns  ond  iCm.  Our  holy  failh  gives  iia  the  blessed  con- 
aolation  of  coming  to  Him  direct,  and  of  feeling  that,  if  we  do 
but  seek  to  fear,  and  love,  and  serve  Uim.  we  shall  be  accepted 
and  beloved.  Lowliness  of  station,  of  intellect,  of  service,  is 
of  no  account  with  Him.  The  poor  widow  ia  an  evidence  tliat 
the  poorest,  and  the  humblest,  the  merest  atom  of  His 
ttupeitdmis  creation,  is  not  unworthy  of  His  ref;ard,  ay,  even 
to  the  performance  of  a  miracle  in  her  behalf;  aixL  her  sole 
plea  was,  "she  feared  the  Lord."  0  let  not  the  fai.iv  idea  of 
too  great  nnworthinexH  to  ati[)roacli  Him,  of  ineap-icity  to  ad- 
dress Him  in  words  fit  f<ir  Hi»  acceptance,  ohtnin  a  moment's 
resting  in  the  female  Jewinli  h';art  I  We  are  Hi.f — His  own — 
and  every  expresraou  In  His  Holy  Word  pruvce  that  wo  arc  su, 
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and  tliftt  Do»,  ay  ewa  now,  every  wom«D  who  beus  thegloii- 
oii.t  naire  of  itjAei,  be  she  rich  or  poor — full  of  Rood  deeds  tad^ 

tiiuuH  thou^tiU,  or  benfi  of  all  but  a  childlike  luth  *nd  gnil**^ 
ew  lore  «f  Qod — still  ihe  has  spiritual  jinvili^;  n  aoetr, 
dourer,  mon  bleued  conneotion  with  her  Father  iu  hesna, 
than  ia  thu  lot  of  anv  woman.     She  cuuiot  read  l)«r  Bihte 
without  fouling  thix.    0  let  lier  proM  it  in  the  siglit  of ; 
whole  world  I 


THE  8HUNAMUITE. 

Tub  poor  widow  bo  mercifully  relieved  and  blceied,  marks  the 
aocial  and  spiritual  condition  uf  the  humbler  cloaees  of  InacU* 
tiah  women.  We  nrc  now  about  to  coDaider  a  Jewali  female 
ID  a  much  high^  ttntioo. 

In  the  town  of  Shunem  dwelt  one,  dcsignatdd  in  the  Bible 
as  a  "great  woman,"  meaning  a  woman  of  mule  and  oons^ 
quence,  to  whose  hospitable  house  the  prophet  Etijilia  eter 
turned  when  he  pa&scd  through  the  town,  it  was  ti>ot  the 
custom  of  the  prophets  to  enter  the  houses  i>f  the  great  uJd 
eat  at  their  luxurious  tables,  preferring  the  humble  meat  ud 
lowly  roof  OS  more  accordant  with  their  heaTecly  minion  thaa 
the  K^od  thiu(p  of  earth.  Not  th&t  they  reaembled  tho  edf- 
morlifyinK  a.tci:tics  of  eome  Gentile  creeds,  and  imuinod  that 
their  uii-rit  in  the  Ri^ht  of  God  was  weighed  aocording  to  the 
extent  of  tlii-ir  «elf-inflicted  peuauces;  but  umply,  that  the 
mind  ini);ht  be  Kept  clearer,  the  vfini  worer,  and  the  body 
healthier,  by  modrnttion  in  all  things.  Their  miiiaan  of  love, 
too,  wiw  to  all  cloMeg,  and  the  i>oor  oould  not  have  come  to  l 
them  with  such  confidence,  as  in  the  ooM  of  tlw  widow,  ^j 
their  luxnrious  stylo  of  living  placed  tbum  with  the  noUea  of] 
the  land.  ; 

Thnt  to  lodge  and  eat  amid  the  wealthy  was  oontraiy  to 
their  usual  habits,  wo  Icom  from  the  forcible  exptesaon,  "  she 
amttraintd  him  to  cnt  bread  [bread  in  Hebrew  comprisini  aU 
sorts  of  food,  of  ci^urtc  sigtubcs  regular  metis].  And  ao  {t 
was,  that  as  oft  as  he  passed  \}y,  he  turned  in  thither  to  eatj 
bread ;"  and  in  eo  doing,  it  is  evident  that  he  found  the  Shan-  ' 
ammite,  one  of  "  the  seven  thousand  who  hod  not  bowed  th« 
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HfcR«e  to  BmH  nor  ki»ed  him,"  uid  accepted  Ii«t  hoapitjJity  in 
^hbe  mam  ai>trit  of  piety  and  kindly  love  vitb  which  it  vns 

Onoe  he  hiul  bt«))  canlrained,  for  the  prophet  might  hure 
fared  that  the  wcnltli  hikI  liixur}',  which  marked  the  ftbode, 
WH  impnwiatcil  villi  tlu-  sinni.*  awful  Hecdii  of  vice  and  im- 
piety wIticTi  tlusocrated  the  wealtli}'  of  t)iu  capital;  but  tli« 
second  time  he  needed  not  coMtmint,  for  one  iulcndflw  sufficed 
to  mark  tbi9  epiritiul  eleVAtiou  of  his  hosts,  and  tii^it  they 
vera  indeed  tboee  with  whom  s  prapliet  of  the  Loid  mii^lit 
«DJor  the  di-lighta  of  social  intcrcoiinM.-  in  innocence  and  peace. 

N<>t  contented  with  proffering  tht  mere  hospitality  of  rest 
and  fooii,  we  find  the  Shunammite  saying  to  her  busbaod, 
"  Jk'luild  now,  I  know  this  ia  a  holy  man  of  God,  which 
P4Wiith  by  Uii  cDDtinually.  Let  us  make  him  a  little  obamber, 
I  pray  thee,  in  the  wall ;  and  let  as  set  for  him  there  a  bed, 
and  a  table,  and  a  stool,  and  a  candleetiok  :  and  it  iJiall  b^ 
when  he  oometh  to  113,  that  he  shall  tmn  in  thither."  And 
W0  know  that  bvr  husband's  acqnieeoeDC*  wu  iiwtantly 
obtained,  Olid  Iter  plan  ac«onipli»hcd :  for  the  rcry  Duxtvereo 
we  lead,  "  And  it  kU  o&  a  day  that  be  came  thither,  and  he 
tnmed  into  Xiiv  chamber  and  slept  there." 

firii-fly  us  this  is  related,  how  beautifully  it  illustnites  the 
ebaractcT  of  woman — the  eo^cr  dc$irv  to  show  kindoem,  and 
so  to  show  it  as  beet  to  harmonise  with  the  feelings  and  habits 
of  ita  object.  The  establishment  van  probably  the  highest  and 
must  inBaeotial  id  Shunem.  The  Shuntkmmite  w.13  an  indepen- 
dent miAtTe.-ci  of  her  own  household,  possessed  of  power  to  ask 
whom,  aii(i  do  what  she  willed  ;  she  is  the  prime  mover  in  the 
whole  nanaliuQ  ;  and  she  it  is  to  whom  the  reword  ia  given, 
M  the  one  from  whose  pure  miud,  and  noble  heart,  the  hos- 
pitable kiiidm-Aa  originally  come. 

That  she  did  not  »t  lirst  know  l^itha  oa  a  prophet  docs  hnt 
enhance  the  mild  hi'nuvuli^uce  of  her  chanurter.  There  wai 
nothing  in  his  itppeiiniuce  to  mark  suiierior  nink,  or  superior 
eodowmeiitji;  uotliin^  probuUy  but  a  K<^ntle  courtesy  of 
manners  which  marked  him  wortliy  of  kindnoM  and  attention. 
That  they  would  ev^  be  returned,  she  could  not  for  a  moment 
■appose;  for  the  stranger  was  evidently  a  wanderer,  with  no 
aettled  home  or  eilliiig.  But  true  benevolence  never  thinks  of 
further  recompense  than  the  act  of  showing  kindnt^  brings. 
It  ia  wrung  to  suppose  that  benevolence  is  but  synonymoua 
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viUi  wta  of  eluritr  to  tbe  poor  and  needy.  It  finds 
for  its  eoconngement  in  enty  ncUl  Md  domsBtk  duty  of 
life.  Bi-iirrolenoc  to  eqnab  afifMui  alnoat »  paradox  ;  yet  H 
ia  not ;  for  wen  ineh  more  onea  proved,  in  the  evrwet  seucb 
after  oat  SBotber's  socmI  happiaeM,  in  acts  of  daily  liindDeai, 
aod  every  active  fellow  feeling,  how  mach  happier  might  tidi 
life  be  3 

It  was  tht»  rare  and  bcaotiAtI  beoerokaoe  wliicb  the  Shoo- 
antoiite  w  riclilr  poaaeaaed,  and  which  ia  still  more  forcibly 
displayed  id  buiMing  a  dtainbcr  for  tlw  man  of  God,  than  is 
ber  unC  hospitality.  A  tgtt  few  inti>n-iews  probi^jy  6oti> 
irincvd  bar  that  he  waa  somcrthing  beyond  that  which  be  ap- 
peared, aud  the  piophet's  own  lips  might  have  told  the  rot,  or 
at  least  have  imparted  that  his  mission  was  of  God.  The  bustle 
and  varied  scenes  of  a  Urae  estaUtdiinettt  were  uo  fit  hooe 
for  one  who,  when  not  employed  ia  tbe  Mvrioe  of  his  fellinr> 
ereatores,  passed  his  time  id  moditatioo  and  prayer.  Even  a 
ohamber  to  himself  withiii  the  boa£«  woold  not  have  permitted 
him  the  privacy  be  deeire^l,  besides  cauBtng  him  to  diverge 
from  the  plan  ot  moderation  aod  retirement,  demanded  fnn 
him  aa  a  prophet  and  a  reiirover,  by  ocf  as  well  as  word,  ot  the 
fitr-spreadijig  vices  of  the  titne^ 

To  remedy  this,  and  silently  tempt  his  sojourning  a  lon^ 
time  with  them  than  the  mere  acceptance  of  a  meal,  Uit 
Shunammite's  rutdy  mind  conceived  the  ides  of  crectiu  a 
chamber  exprcidly  for  him,  with  an  egrees  and  tonm  of  its 
own,  and  faniisbGd  with  that  kindly  regard  to  all,  which  might 
mako  him  look  upon  it  an  hii  own.  Her  plan  was,  of  cotuat, 
imported  to  her  huNbuid,  and  how  ciearlf  docs  her  aimpis 
expnasion,  "  Let  us  tnaig  a  little  ohamber,  I  pray  tbee," 
eviiice  the  affcctioiiate  confidence,  only  found  when  DvabaiM 
and  wife  an  equals ;  even  though,  by  a  sucooedinK  vene,  we 
arc  lt<d  to  auppoeo  that  her  husbuid  was  very  nneh  older  thao 
hcrwif. 

Tlic  chamber  was  built  and  furnished ;  and  greatly  most 
Blialia  have  been  surprised  and  affected  by  this  proof  of  regard. 
We  find  him  in  truth,  making  no  remark  ;  but  how  deeply  he 
felt  it,  we  learn  bv  his  deairinjt  his  servant  the  followiog 
morning  to  "call  the  Shunammile."  4^1  her)  Why,  had 
ehe  not  been  in  tlio  chamber  to  cive  him  weloome,  and  bid 
him  look  on  all  around  him  as  nis  own  1  No,  Her  truly 
refined  and  feminiiie  nature  shrunk  back  from  obtruding  ho* 


•elf  upon  the  proph«t,  kihIrd  compelling  tlunia  and  sppro- 
bation.    She  viJicd  hiai  Ui/Ml  the  oamfort  of  a  retired  and 

£riv*to  home,  but  tut  that  he  owed  her  obligation ;  and  so  she 
apb  aloof,  dcmandiDg  no  more  than  ber  own  heiut  earo,  in 
iliB  delightful  thought  that  it  was  in  her  power  to  odd  to  tfa« 
comfort  uf  a  toan  of  Gud. 

And  in  thia  eager  desire  to  reverence  and  serve  the  prcphtt, 
can  Te  not  roul  the  love  she  bore  to  God  t  Ta  more  ejirthjy 
Datar«8  Elisba  would  have  been  nothing  more  than  an^  other 
man, — eioept  perhaps  exciting  the  emotions  of  dishke  and 
drtad  with  which  those  persons  are  ever  regarded,  wbt«e  lives 
and  even  charactora  are  the  reprovers  of  our  own ;  but  to 
thoas  who  tniljr  and  earnestly  seelc  to  love  God.  His  ministera 
are  especial  objects  of  reverence  and  care ;  ana  such  waa  the 
feeling  of  the  bhouammite. 

"  Behold !  thou  hast  been  careful  for  uh  with  all  this  care," 
wiiM  the  addre^  of  Gehaxi.  by  hia  matter's  command  ;  "  wltat 
it  tu  be  done  for  thee  ?  Wouldest  thou  be  xpoken  for  to  the 
kins,  or  to  the  captain  of  the  hott  ?  And  she  answered,  I 
dwell  among  mine  own  ])eople." 

And  what  a  volume  of  fueling  is  contained  in  these  brief 
worda.  Not  only  a  jjcrfect  uontentmont  with  Iter  lot,  but  a 
swek  and  nrrowrul  reproitcli,  that  thoy  could  think  she  had 
■bowD  this  care  in  the  hope  of  reward.  Nothing  can  bo  more 
pwnftd  to  a  delicately  feeling  inind,  than  the  idea  of  receiving 
retaro  for  aught  of  kindness ;  the  heart  glowing  with  its  own 
warmth,  with  the  peculiar  pleastirc  of  serving  another,  ebrinka 
chilled  into  itself,  feeling  how  completely  it  u  misunderstood ; 
bow  little  its  pure  motives  can  bo  appreciated.  Some  naturep 
would  have  been  indi^mant  at  the  supposition,  that  she  could 
not  do  a  kind  deed  without  reward  ;  but  the  charact«r  of  the 
Bliunammite  permitted  not  the  e^pntiion  of  the  feeling.  Her 
lip  was  closed,  but  her  heart  was  fuU.  Expostulation  with 
Qehazi  at  the  injustice  of  the  motive  attributed  to  her,  or 
aeoejitoDce  of  the  offer,  were  alike  contrary  to  the  retiring 
digmty  of  her  character ;  and  simply  faying,  "  I  dwell  among 
mine  own  peonle^"  she  retreated  huttily,  as  desirous  the  coo- 
lercaoe  shoula  be  u1<Mud  ;  but  li^iiaha  was  not  satisfied.  He 
himself,  probably,  did  full  justice  to  the  pious  motives  which 
had  actuat<Ml  liur ;  but  he  widied  to  make  pubtioly  manifest, 
that  no  action  engaged  in  out  of  puro  love  of  God  and  rt-ver- 
encc  to  Uis  ministers,  should  pass  without  reward ;  and  oo 
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hMrins  from  0«buii  titat  her  tiuHbutd  wu  old  luid  sho  l»d  to 
cUld,  ne  agMa  euminDDcd  her,  and  thi«  time  iuto  hU  imnw' 
ifiat«  inrescnoe. 

It  niu,  110  doubt,  with  some  tittle  repugosDw,  bIio  obojrtd ; 
fcsnitK  that  her  sensitive  fci^lingB  might  agun  be  wouttdod  fcj 
&  prdToi  of  service  which  shv  had  to  twiy  reaolved  BOt  to 
accq>t  And  "  when  h«  had  called  her,  she  stood  «t  the  door* 
— how  impiv'ssivcly  betraying  her  rcluctaDce  I  She  coald  not 
refuse  to  spcafc  with  hor  ciicst ;  butj  witli  that  uixttiK  U 
humilitr  and  r«al  dignity  wliich  the  true-feeling  womaa  kaon 
HO  well  flow  to  blend,  she  waited  bia  comnunds  on  tbe  threaheM 
of  his  a|>&rtuient. 

Tliia  time,  however,  do  tfffir  of  reward  chilled  and  lid- 
deiied  her.  The  prophet  asked  not,  soaeht  not,  th«  expnnva 
of  ber  wiahes ;  but  at  once  promised,  "  Thou  dudt  cmbvuM  i 
aon" — ft  child,  a  son  I  Should  she  indeed  posaosi  that  for 
which.  &9  a  womnu  of  Israel  in  the  olden  time,  tlu)  unit  M 
often  nave  longed,  though  the  wish  wn«  never  uttered  I  and, 
in  the  fiilnees  of  her  sudden  joy,  the  promise  seemed  toopr^ 
ciouB  for  belief,  "  Nav,  my  lonl,  thou  man  of  God.  do  not  lit 
unto  thy  handmaid  I '  Still,  even  in  that  moment,  we  tiac* 
tlie  same  ccntle  ■clf-pa»eMiou  wliich  bad  characterised  b«r 
answer  to  Gehaii.  No  hurst  of  rapture,  no  trinmpb,  aa  would 
hare  been  hud  kIic  looked  to  licr  hospitality  to  bring  reward. 
No ;  while  Ikt  whole  he-art  must  have  so  trembled  with  the 
eudoenly  awakened  hope  and  joy,  that  steady  thooKbt  «ai 
impomble,  she  yet  ^oke  calmly,  BGekin^c  to  streogtSen  btr 
faith  in  tho  promise,  by  the  recollection  tt  VSA  in  tmtli  "a 
man  of  God  who  (poke,"  even  while  abi6  besought  him  out  ta 
deceive  her — the  vary  entreaty  proving  how  earneetly  aod  bo* 
long  she  had  yearned  for  such  a  blesnng. 

Duubl  of  the  jMwer  of  the  Etenial  to  bring  the  promiao  to 
piw*.  it  is  evident  never  a^aailed  her.  Her  words  to  the  po 
phct  sprung  merely  from  a  too  sudden  thought  of  joy,  and  Um 
anticipation  wa^  fulfilled ;  for  at  the  proper  season,  exactly  to 
arconiancL''  with  Elidha's  promise,  ahe  embraced  a  aon. 

Can  we  not  picture  the  incrHUte  of  domestic  loro  and  happi* 
sees  whidi  thi^  infant  treasure  inu»t  have  created  in  the  Shui>- 
ammite's  happy  household  1  All  we  read  of  lii-r,  marks  her 
the  ver}'  character  to  enjoy  to  the  full  tho  inti-nso  happtneei 
of  in3t«rnal  lovi?,  in  its  highest  and  most  spiritual  sense— out 
whose  years  pasijed  in  dttxit,  not  merely  words ;  who  wnld 
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nnne  (lireply  in  hor  o«n  lienrt  those  pure  emotions  and  higlt 
fc«.>i>gs  fmiii  which  tbcBiiDpl«st&ctioD  sprung — one  whoae  bmi 
resources  had  ever  boon  iodependent  of  alt  outward  excitement, 
and  vbo,  "  dwelling  Binong  her  own  people,"  had  not  a  thou){ht 
or  ambition  beyond.  Ilcr  home  was  the  shrine  wbii^h  knew 
h«r  httt,  and  from  which  the  mild  light  of  kiodneaa  ad 
benevDltiice  emanated  many  roodj  around.  To  such  a  oni 
l.fe,  even  when  childless,  could  never  havo  been  sad ;  y 
how  many  a  lonely  moment,  a  yearning  thought  unspoken, 
DDoomplamed  of,  yet  still  her  own,  must  havo  been  filled  wita 
the  invpreanble  gtuh  of  tendomeas  called  forth  by  her  child. 
How  iaoxpressibly  sweet  must  have  been  the  holy  task  of 
leading  ^at  infant  heart  to  God.  and  in  the  veir  midst  of 
natjonal  sin  and  misen'  training  him  for  heaven.  Can  we  not 
fancy  her  strong  aflcctiunB  concentrating  their  force  and 
intensity  around  her  boy,  and  lifting  op  nor  whole  soul  ia 
increased  adoration  to  her  God. 

Nine  or  ten  years  mii;ht  have  thus  passed  :  aud  her  loTC 
sod  care  seemed  blessed  in  the  growth  and  improvement  of 
her  child.  He  was  now  old  enough  to  leave  his  mother's  uda 
and  sometimes  accompany  his  father  in  his  agricultural 
enployments.  We  can  imagine  him  in  his  innocent  glee, 
rnnning  from  field  to  field,  and  eagerly  sharing  every  rural 
occapadoo.  A  sudden  stroke,  either  from  the  burning  heat 
nf  toe  sun  or  some  other  cause,  arrested  bis  boyish  joya^ 
and.  clinging  to  his  father,  he  could  only  utter,  "My  head [ 
my  head!"  Imagining  it  only  a  etij^ht  pain,  which  would 
soon  pass,  his  father  desired  one  of  his  men  to  carry  him  tc 
his  mother ;  "  and  when  they  had  taken  him  and  brougbl 
bim  to  his  mother  be  sat  on  her  knees  till  noon  and  died." 

What  a  sudden  and  awful  change  I  A  few  brief  hour* 
nrevioos,  the  fond  mother  had  partea  with  her  darling  to  fuU 
bcaltb  and  glee,  and  ho  wns  brought  back  to  her  pale, 
soffenng,  powcrtea — only  suQicicntly  sensible  to  cling  to  her 
neck  and  lay  his  burning  head  upi>n  her  bosom.  And  she  sate 
stili,  calm — anparently  unmoveil — Icat  the  faintest  display  of 
her  uncontrollable  agony  should  increaso  his  suffering,  or 
disturb  him  as  ho  lay— that  every  aid  ponible  to  be  obtained 
to  alleviate  the  diseiLoc  ^vas  mmght,  we  cannot  doubt :  but  the 
mother  moved  not,  nor  would  »liv  have  her  child  removed, 
whilst  life  remained.     Aud  when  wo  road  thii,  sbiill  we  sky 

[.Darratives  of  the  Bible  enter  not  into  the  emotions  of  tKe 
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pnwnt  dftjr ;  that  the  cbanctcra  there  reniMent«d  lire  of  a 

Datura   utt«ri)r  dutinct  from  ours  ?     Wiiat   moth«r,   mora 

Kiallr  of  aD  ooiy  child,  caa  read  the  biief  record  of  "ther 

Dght  nim  to  bis  mothur  an<l  he  sat  on  her  knea  and  di«d, 

'Itboat  ayiDpathy  ;  and  a»  Kite  ]uctiire4  tli«  «ad  M«De  in  ber 

icy,  vithoiit  fcclinz  that  humjui  iinturt,  alike  in  eontm  m 

./,  u  in  all  ages  the  same ;  and  tluit,  therefore,  the  Bibtt 

,  ,ucor^  do  indevd  concern  her,  for  tlicy  spe«k  of  characten  la 

[ftll  thdr  Htrength  and  ncakne«i,  fault*  and  virtuca,  like  W 

ibwn. 

No  aoniid  of  vailiDg,  nor  nunnur  of  complaint,  escaped  the 
nother'a  liiw,  ru  ihc  breath  of  life  ]>nMvd  from  that  loTcdfonn, 
M  thoM  RWMl  ejnB  still  fixed  on  her,  became  <lim  and  lastrelea% 
ktid  OTCD  the  fault  moan  of  infant  stilTiMin^  no  longer  met  bet 
nr.  "Stie  rose  and  went  up,  and  laid  him  on  the  bod  of  the 
nan  oTQod,  and  shut  tbc  door  upun  him,  and  went  out.  And 
Jk»  called  t«  her  hosband,  and  stiid.  Send  mc,  I  pray  tb^,  oqc 
f  H  iIm  young  men  and  one  of  the  asses,  that  I  may  run  to  (he 
ptaii  oTfiod  and  come  again.  And  ho  said.  Wherefore  will 
thou  Ko  to  him  to  dnv  7  it  is  neither  nev  moon,  nor  Sabbath. 
And  elie  said.  It  shall  be  well." 

Hevc,  Bgain,  is  woman  brought  before  na  in  her  highest  and 
lo*elieBt  nature.  A  weak  mind  would  hare  only  /tU,  not 
ftded:  would  have  been  so  overwhelmed  with  af^ony,  u  lo 
bare  been  mc»pable  of  any  thought  but  the  affliction  wbi^ 
bad  be&llen  her.  Not  so  the  Shunammite — snataincd  by  that 
noble  enerz^,  that  perfect  self-control,  which  bad  charactenwd 
ber  whole  life,  this  tTinl  cannot  disturb  the  beautiful  bnnaony 
of  her  character.  Even  to  her  husband  she  in  silent  a«  to  thtit 
heavy  atfliction,  and  she  evades  his  question ;  whilst  there  i* 
bojiL — ay,  and  to  ber  faithful  heart  there  is  hoi)*  ercn  now, 
though  the  child  is  dead — she  will  not  afflict  ner  husband. 
Tbfi  rnll  tide  of  crief  is  laid  up  in  her  own  breojit,  osido  fiotn 
liersclf  Till  she  nas  acted,  she  haa  no  time  to  ut  down  aod 
weep,  though  her  throat  is  dry  and  her  brt^sth  impeded.  We 
niu  the  unutterable  agony  in  her  moremeotijiot  ner  wmd>— 
"wbe  saddled  an  oiB,  and  said  to  her  serrant,  Drive  on.  and  { 
forward,  slikck  not  thy  riding  for  me,  except  I  bid  thee."  Vi 
was  to  lier  the  beat.  tb«  fatigue  of  tiiis  unusual  iouniey  ? 
had  bat  one  tbouent,  the  man  of  God  He  aJone  who 
Homisod  her  "a  child  from  the  Lord,"  could  hare  tlie  Mt... 
by  pnyer,  to  rwtore  him  even  from  the  dead.  One  recollection 
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tliouftht,  Elijah  and  tbe  widow  of 
ber  child  been  restored  ftom  the  dead! 
And  had  not  l^lisha  eqmil  jKitver  with  the  gradous  Lord  ? 
Wit^ut  this  thought,  thh/ailA,  the  mollicr  muHt  buw  tiunk ; 
(ur  luiuds  like  h<;rs  ever  }>rostrate  the  framt.  Tears  nint  coni- 
plunt£  fpve  relief:  it  h  th«  he&rt  ivliich  never  hrvnthes  its 
grief  that  bom  the  body  to  the  Ami.  And  not  iilonc  th« 
fWMW  qf  Elitka  vu  upptnnoit  in  her  mind  ;  she  must  have 
IcDown — have  perfectly  realised— the  attrihules  of  Blishd'e 
God,  or  th«  thoofflit  of  the  prophet  would  have  been  no  cotn- 
fiart.  She  must  have  felt  tliat  tiod  wu  love,  hud  coutpiuisioa 
and  sympathy  even  fur  kfr  individualli/,  a  womau,  u  mere 
cpeok  in  this  orvation,  or  how  could  aIiu  linve  believed  thiit  He 
would  grant  His  proTihut  the  power  lo  n-HoTe  her  ?  She  knew, 
as  all  belieriiiK  I.sra>.'I  did,  that  prophet*  Were  mure  inttruinents 
U>  Hi*  Almighty  band,  of  tUciDMlveii  powerlosn,  Kpiritkis,  aa 
tlMir  IsK  favonrr^  brethren.  And,  thmfore,  that  the  Shun- 
amoiite  luid  a  mnii  of  God  through  whom  to  seek,  does  not, 
in  any  way,  prevent  the  example  from  benring  upon  us.  Wo 
hare  not  Elisha,  but  wc  have  still  Klisha's  G(^ 

TIm  way  was  not  very  long  ;  but  0  the  intenniDablc  petiod 
it  ranst  have  felt  to  that  poor  mother's  heart,  till  Mount 
Cannol  was  reached  I  And  how  could  she  know  the  holy  man 
was  there  ?  for  he  was  a  wanderer  through  Judea.  But  the 
imtnilw  leading  in  that  direction  was  of  the  Lord ;  and  even 
beronberdimeycsdi&^ovcrcdtheProphDtihe  had  recognised  her 
■far  off;  and,  surprised,  bade  Gehaxi  run  to  meet  her,  and  ash 
if  it  were  well  with  her,  and  her  husband  and  child ;  thus 
damoDSttsting  how  kindly  and  lovingly  the  human  emotions 
wen  ever  at  work  in  the  neart  of  the  holy  man.  But  to  Gehan 
■he  could  dve  no  reply,  tiave  as  she  had  said  before  to  ber 
husband.  "It  is  well:  Iters  w&>>  nogrief  tospeak  toiiidifJ'erent 
MUi.  None  but  Elisna  could  osaist  ner,  and  her  heart  was  too 
closely  wrapt  in  ita  ownanguiahtoopentoanybuttohiiu.  Tet 
what  st«m  command  must  she  have  had  over  her  woman's 
oatore  to  retun  her  calmness  during  this  journey  I  Control 
MT«r  failed  b«r,  till  she  beheld  tbe  man  of  Qod,  and  sunk 
almost  powcrloB  at  his  feeL  She  had  reached  bim,  indeed ; 
bnt  tbo  energy  which  had  sustained  her  throughout,  scemea 
dsaerting  her.  She  had  no  power  to  utter  the  entreaty  with 
vhidi  h«r  be«rt  was  filled.  S)ie  could  only  clasp  b>n  kneen, 
ud  goEc  on  lids  face  in  agony,  till  roused  by  the  kindly  gentle- 
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wHh  whicli  the  prophet  reproved  Gelutd  for  at^Atf  w 

j^mitfc  h«r  aside.    "  Let  ner  akiw,"  be  said,  "  for  her  aod  u 

'vexed  within  her  ;  and  the  Lord  haa  hid  it  from  me,  and  hat 

[  not  told  me."   Then  she  ^aid.  "  Did  I  deaire  taaa  attaj  loidf 

Did  I  not  say,  Do  not  deceive  m«  ?"    The  mother  ooold  oM 

•ay  her  boy  was  dead.     Faith  was  etnne  within  her  that  W 

would  be  saved :  and  how  powerfully  does  tbo  very  torn  J 

[Ler  addre^  to  toe  prophet  betr^  the  depth,  the  intenaity  of 

tfcer  feelings :  refudng,  eivo  to  liim,  to  give  veot  to  thi;  tomut 

of  grief  and  lainentaticxt,  and  even  of  reproach,  which  would 

have  Imnt  forth  unrestrainedly  from  a  weaker  and  len  lapenor 

Bund. 

Bidia  needed  no  further  tDfonnation ;  and  promptly  he 
'  deairecl  Oeliui  to  take  his  staff,  and  neither  loiter  dot  apcu  by 
the  way,  till  be  had  laid  it  on  the  face  of  the  child.  Bat  tha 
wa«  not  KufEcictit  for  the  poor  mother.  "  A.i  ibc  Lord  livetli, 
and  a«  thy  aonl  liveth,"  she  impUwed,  "  I  will  not  leave  thee." 
None  could  be  to  her  aa  Eliatia,  and  he  rebuked  her  not,  not 
denied  hvr  ;  hid  heart  wax  too  full  of  kindly  emotions,  and  hs 
«io«e  and  followed  her. 

Bat  not  to  Oebaii  wa«  such  a  miracle  vouohnfed  :  his  eom- 

■ing  to  meet  hi«  master  with  tli«  information,  "the  cnild  is  not 

Fawakeh"  probably  first  convinc^-d  Elisba  the  event  was  of  da 

tliOrd,  ana  that  the  neoeoMry  power  would  be  granted  him. 

'The  reatoring  the  dc»d  w»  a  greater  miracle  than  he  had  vet 

Mrfismcd ;  and  as  we  find  him  euring.  "  the  Lord  hath  hia  it 

mm  me,  aiid  hath  not  told  me,"  n«  perhaps  at  first  suDposeJ 

that  tlie  child  was  merely  in  a  stapor,  rMembKng  deatli,  and 

the  virtue  of  the  prophetic  staff  would  rvfvn  him.    But 

,  Gehui's  words  proved  to  him  that  the  child  was  really  dead : 

and  he  ooiokened  his  steps,  and  hastened  to  hia  own  chamber, 

when  t£e  child  lay,  "and  shut  the  door  opon  then  twain,  aae 

fraytdmi>t»U4Lord."   Word*,  liow  full  oi  important  ncanin^l 

In  emy  other  action  of  the  prophet  we  find  the  piophetio 

tfuit  acting,  as  it  were,  instautaoeonsly.  The  power  latnisUd 

to  him  for  the  good  of  the  Eternal's  ehoaen,  a>  for  tlte  puaitb* 

uent  of  the  unrighteous  and  diwbedioat,  had  aeemed  ready  at 

his  word.     In  tlm  it  was  no  oonaeqnence  of  his  saperhuman 

Mdowaeota.  bat  simpty  the  eflect  of  frofw  wiU  tAe  Lori. 

He  might  foretell  events^  might  mnltqity  oil,  render  poisao 

harmlea ;  oo  feed  a  hnndnd  men  with  twen^  '^'**^  *''^  * 

I  of  first  fruity  that  they  were  not  only  ■rtiaBed.bat 
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left  theruot ;  mlsht  bid  in>u  swim,  aixl  kuow  urlutt  tk«  Idiif 
BAid  in  liLs  betl-cu^uiiWr,  IIioukIi  huwlrcda  of  nillea  nuny  i  but 
life  and  death  were  laid  up  wttb  the  Lurd,  aud  prayer  only 
gavv  liim  power  over  the  hutiiaii  fraiuc* 

What  a  tumult  ofcouteudiDgeinotiom  muHt  have  o|))ircMed 
tbo  Shunammitc  during  tlutt  awful  interval  Let  uiy  anxiou* 
natlicr  recall  tlie  time  when  the  dsrliog  of  her  licart  hiui  Iwen 
proDuuDCcd  sick  unto  death — that  tliert  it  no  hope — death  i» 
tut  approaching,  whcD,  in  the  wild  aeony  of  lit-r  di-^ijair,  «Jw., 
ban  refused  belief  tn  the  skill  of  him  wlio  box  thus  Bpoken.  aud 
ectit  <)r  fl'>«n  f-;ir  tlic  fir^t  phyucinn  of  the  a&,  and  led  him  to 
the  chombiT  of  her  cliilil,  nnd  left  hini  there,  without  the 
power  of  watting  for  his  decisive  mandate,  luid  then  Bunic 
pToatrate  in  her  own  closet  before  her  God,  scokiug  to  pmjr, 
but  fioding  Iter  words  trembling,  kariag,  hopine,  and  only 
coiiscii>u8  that  life  and  death  ore  with  the  Lord,  and,  if  Ha 
willed,  the  skill  she  had  so  wildly  eongbt  might  sare  her  darling 
atilL  Let  any  mother  recall  such  periods  of  lier  life,  and  aha 
nay  enter  into  the  feelinga  of  the  Shunaraniite,  as  ehe  sail 
alone  in  that  interval  of  suspense,  for  her  husband,  still  oat  in 
liis  agricnltural  emnloymeDt,  knew  not  of  the  suffering  at 
liome ;  and  she  baa  now  uoue  to  look  to  in  her  agony,  saro 
her  God. 

Time  posted ;  how  long  she  knew  not,  save  that  she  felt  as 
if  an  age  wiu  pnwing  over  heart  an<l  liejul.  HuKh  I  Is  it  ibe 
prophet's  voice  ?  The  mother  started  from  her  prix-striite  prayer, 
ber  head  flung  buck,  her  very  breathing  ceased.  "  Coll  this 
Shunanimite,'  seemed  to  hnvo  rung  in  her  tan;  but  it  might 
be  only  fancy,  only  the  moddng  torture  of  her  bcwildi^red 
brain.  No  I  Gehoa  is  at  her  door — he  calls  her  to  his  master, 
though  he  says  not  nherefore,  and  she  darca  not  look  upon  liis 
&ce  to  read  his  tidings  there.  She  sUmd  within  the  prophet's 
chamber — she  glanced  upon  the  bed — her  boy  lived,  breathed, 
nailed,  Btretched  out  his  arms  to  her  once  more,  and  the  voice 
of  the  pri>]>het  spake,  "  'I'ake  up  thy  son."  And  she  sooght  to 
obey  :  but  tlte  s|iirit  whidi  hud  sustained  her  in  sorrow,  in 
luspeiise,  departed  now,  aud  she  fell  at  his  feel  powerle:*. 
ToiecIcM,  conscious  oidy  that  her  child  lived — that  the  untyei 
of  Elisba,  and  the  ci>nipattuouate  love  of  Elisha's  God,  liad 
^ven  her  buck  the  dead. 

And  even  nhen  kIio  rc-overed  sulIioieDtly  to  bow  herself  to 
*  As  ii  Airlhra  dupLkjad  v«ry  Mhkingly  ta  3  Kiiiip  n.  17, 19> 
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tlifl  verj  eroand.  in  utent  kckuowledgmi^nt  of  the  pome  of 
Elisha,  Uw  mercy  of  her  Qod,  nod.  with  her  living  oluld 
elupod  to  h«r  boflom,  ttttired  f^m  the  chamber,  lekving  llie 

[man  of  GocI  to  the  Rdontwn  nod  meditntioD  which  tLb  giM 
mtrcy  callixl  for,  Btill  no  word  hroke  from  that  heart,  w 
sncUinc  lo  ttiAnkfalnnw  ami  Iotu  that  only  t«ai8  might  rdii^Te 
it;  and  bcAutifiill^'  doet  this  atillDMs  continne  to  ilimintle 
the  character  nf  this  stteot  and  gooilo  woman,  m  conmiltcii.  to 
energetic  in  atfliction — so  calm,  so  still  In  joy — so  lull  nf  ilcvii. 
of  iiit*Dre  feeling,  sensibility,  aflfection,  ret  ao  rcHtraiin.^! 
within,  tlmt  though  all  around  her  felt  its  blesaed  efiecta,  alike 
ID  deoii,  and  word,  and  manner,  uune  knew  ltd  «etffil,  avn  bcr 
God. 

Bl«ssed  ae  miiat  have  been  the  little  domestic  oirclo  of  tlit 

>  Bbunammite  before,  it  most  have  been  thrioe  Ueued  tnm  0» 
Tectoratiou  of  her  child.  What  must  have  been  the  ri>cliDgi  d 
the  hnaband  and  the  father  on  his  return,  when  told  that,  id 
so  short  a  itpaee,  his  treasured  child  liad  been  sntttchvd  froio 
him  by  death,  and  been  restored  T  Hon  must  hi«  heart  lian 
flowed  in  increased  love  and  veneration  for  the  ucntlo  womu, 

[who,  rath<.T  than  expose  him  to  the  agoov  of  .tnch  int«lligewei 
had  buried  it  ilII  in  hor  own  brca«t ;  Mid  suught  the  pmpfaet 
alone,  and  uiuMothcd,  and,  through  that  eucrMctic  promptnest, 
had  been  a  lowly  inslruinoiit  in  the  hands  ot  the  Lord  for  tin 
restoration  of  h<^r  cliild  !  ilail  she  lingered  in  uaavailing,  and 
probably  complaining  sorrow — had  she  permitted  betvelf  to 
uil  in  faith  and  prayer— she  had  not  sought  the  prophet,  nor 
would  her  child  have  been  restored,  for  shs  woultf  have  beta 
no  fit  receiver  for  snch  manifestation  of  almighty  love. 

The  chancter  of  the  Siuinanimit«  wag  not  one  to  change  or 
waver.  We  find  her,  at  a  lat«r  period,  duplayinc  tli«  same 
Ktiriug  gentleneis,  yet  dignified  sel/-poasee«ion  and  energetie 
wUl  Some  vears  must  have  passed ;  and  from  there  being  do 
mention  of  tne  Shunammite'a  husband  in  affairs  which,  bM  ho 
been  living,  would  have  devolved  upon  him,  not  on  htf. 
we  infer  that  n\\v  liad  lieoome  a  widow,  an  inference  coDfinnea 
by  the  prvviou.^  ttatemcnt,  that,  "  her  husband  wau  uld." 

EUBhahadiiCTcr  lu&txightof  her,  but  had  [irobably  continu<id 
to  occupy  the  "  littJc  chiunbcr,"  whenever  he  pewcd  throHj^h 
Bhuncm.  He  advised  a  n^uioval,  which  must  hare  been  both 
irlEHDH  and  painful  to  one  whose  lioow  had  alwuni  been  on 
one  Qot,  and  whose  richest  possewioas  ooiuisted  of  the  kii<^ 
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iJUBi  berds  srDunil  it,  which  she  could  not  carry 
tfHOt  for  tlio  safety  of  which  i>rovido.  However, 
'lid  too  much  f&itli  and  tniet  to  hcsilate  in  obedience  ; 
and  when  ihc  roandate  of  the  prophet  c-iime,  "  Arise,  and  go 
tbou  and  thino  household,  and  sojourn  nhereeoever  thoa 
canst  Bojonm  :  for  the  Lord  hath  called  for  a  famine  ;  and  it 
ahaU  also  come  upon  the  land  seven  yeara,"  slie  nnheaitatiogly 
"  arose,  and  did  aft«T  the  saying  of  the  man  of  Goil :  and  sm 
went  with  her  hoiuehold,  and  sojourned  in  the  land  of  the 
Fhitifittnes  seren  years."  A  sojourn  which  would  have  been 
inespresaiblj  sad  to  such  a  true  follower  of  Israel,  had  she  net 
been  cheered  bv  the  blessed  thou{<bt  of  the  Kternal's  continued 
oare  for  her.  What  waa  she  in  Uis  sight  I  and  yet,  even  by 
His  {trophet,  he  had  doigoed  to  warn  ber  of  the  evil  about  to 
catuc^  aad  provide  for  her  safety,  by  |)eriat!(»ion  to  Hojourn 
nhcnweTCr  she  would.  In  those  seven  yean  of  exile,  how 
tneh  Biutt  have  devolved  on  lier  to  keep  her  iton  and  her 
liontehold  faithful,  and  live  m  if  they  w^rv  Klill  in  their  own 
load,  and  Ktill  ffuidcd  by  tlie  councils  of  the  man  of  Uod.  Can 
m  not  fancy  the  moniiuK  and  cveniiifc  nmycr  arising  dnily 
fiom  that  little iriaOc of  faithrul  licArtu  \ml  lya  woman's  voice, 
and  the  SitbbiitKs  iiml  the  f<?ittivu,U  marking  th^t  lowly  home  « 
sanctuary  before  the  Lord  T  (>  if  the  heart  be  but  true  tn  it« 
Ood,  it  mattera  little  where  it«  home  in  cost.  The  mnf;net 
pOiDts  uufailiiiKly  to  its  answering  sUvr,  whithcreucver  the 
Tfinnrl  glides.  lu  tcmput  or  calm,  in  cold  or  licut,  it  waven 
not)  or  fails  to  guide  aright ;  and  m  is  it  with  the  man  whoM 
heart,  like  the  miignct  to  the  pi'tc,  is  fixed  upon  ito  Qod. 

At  the  end  of  the  seven  years,  the  Shunanimitc  and  her 
boiuehold  returned  to  Judna ;  but  her  home  and  land  had 
been  seized  daring  her  absence,  and  apparent  ruin  and  privation 
ID  con^equenoe  was  her  welcome  home.  Some  would  have 
been  ready  to  accuse  Blisha  as  the  cituso  of  this  evil,  aa  having 
advised  ber  removal.  Others  again,  would  have  dcman(le(l, 
or,  at  least,  depended  on,  the  prophet's  indnence  with  the 
king.  The  Shnnammile  felt  and  did  neither.  With  calm  adf- 
poMMBion  she  went  herself  to  make  her  complaint  before  ths 
king,  and  demanded  her  house  and  land.  This  was  no  service 
in  which  Elioha'a  spiritual  ministry  was  neederl.  It  waa  no 
&Your  for  henel^  no  advancement  for  her  boy.  The  heart 
whi«h  had  once  answered,  "  I  dwell  among  mine  own  people," 
to  offen  of  reward,  bad  not  changed.  As  a  woman  and  a 
widow  in  litrael,  her  sole  plea  was  the  juatice  of  her  cuiue. 
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But  thoUigh  with  trac  feminine  ddtcAcy  Khc  h«d 
from  appeabng  to  ELixhA  in  thin  cnwrgcDi^,  tin;  Btcraal 
ordered  urentii,  Uutt  the  proplu't  «m  in  uct  Uk  trne  csom  i 
the  king's  instunt  attention  Ui  her  snit.  It  so  rtuuiced  that 
the  kins  was  talkios  to  Qeluzi,  and  demanding  a  rocitalof  tht 
great  tUttgs  Etisha  oad  done ;  and  at  the  recy  time  Oie  Tpmif 
roan  waa  ruatiDg  the  restoration  of  the  dead  child,  tlie  Shw- 
ammite  herself  appeared  before  the  kiiig,  led  into  his  pneence 
by  that  very  beIov«d  child,  nov  grown  into  manhood,  of  whoa 
Geliaii  BpoKe.  "Behold,  my^  lord,  0  king,"  be  fxdaiiaed, 
"  thiH  is  the  woman,  and  this  is  her  son,  whom  Elisha  KStomi 
to  life.  And  when  the  kin^  asked  the  u'oiuun,  ebe  told  hin." 
And  BO  strong  an  impression  did  the  narrative  make,  tint 
without  hentation  he  appointed  unto  her  a  certuii  officer, 
sHjiiig,  "  Botore  all  that  was  hero,  and  all  the  fniita  of  tlw 
fi4)ld  since  the  daj  that  che  left  the  land,  even  until  now." 
'  Oratofullv  miutt  tlie  Shanammite  have  rvcognited  the  hand 
«f  Ood  in  thia  in»taut  jud^ent  from  one  wboee  character  was 
noted  for  impotence  and  indccurion— one  whose  rery  justice 
was  ever  likely  to  be  sullied  by  caprice;  fnr  though  we  an 
exyre^aly  told  in  Holy  Writ  that  Jenoram's  character  was  not 
«\  the  actively  evil,  m  his  father  and  his  mother,  Ahab  aad 
Ji'xcbel,  his  whole  histoty  marks  him  one  of  those  /ain^imtt, 
whiiae  indolence  and  weakness  wrought  almost  ae  much  eiil  in 
Isntel  as  wtckedness  itscU 

The  enatgy  which  had  urged  the  nroseeutioD  of  her  soil  «■ 
indeed  rewarded.  Not  only  were  all  her  poateaBiuos  restora^ 
but  tlicir  full  valuedmtng  her  seven  years  otabMnce^  ThfOach 
itr  cjcertioiut.  her  boy  noMved  his  inheritance ;  and,  from  ms 
Bon-int^crcnce,  though  he  must  have  been  nnitc  of  an  aoe  to 
wsert  his  owu  right,  what  a  powerful  nrnoi  have  we  of  the 
deep  veneration  in  nhtch  the  moUK-n  or  Isnwl  were  nnrdcd 
by  their  sons.  We  bear  no  mure  of  the  Sliunammit« ;  but  we 
have  become  snIIioiently  intimate  with  her  swvct  chaiaeter  U* 
picture  her  declining  yi-are,  full  of  i>ictv,  of  tluit  calm  and 
Deautiful  di^iity,  which,  if  woman's  in  her  yoath,  will  never 
forsake  her  m  her  age.  Full  of  love  to  God  and  nuto,  of  good 
deeds  antl  bln«vd  thoughts,  it  was  for  her,  and  for  eerea 
thowand  snch  as  h^r,  who  had  not  bowed  the  koee  to  Baal, 
that  the  Eternal,  iu  His  loviog  mer^,  still  festniued  Hie 
avpneing  wralh. 

The  peculiar  chaim  of  the  Shnnaounite'a  character  is  ita 
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unity,  its  Iiirmonious  blendiog  of  partfl.  In  erefv  poaitioB, 
wiversitv  or  ]irc«peritj-,  or  that  jjeriod  of  often  greater  trul 
than  eitlier — the  unint«rTupt«d  routine  of  daily  life — etiU  WB 
MX  her  in  thv  same  calm  and  befiutiful  light,  never  tarntng 
ahide  from  the  beaten  path  of  duty,  never  seeking  more  thftB 
tbe  day  mar  bring,  and  &iding  enongh  there,  not  only  to 
oocnpy  ber,  but  to  give  her  grace  and  &voaT  io  the  ught  of 
'.  But  though  never  apparently  disturbed,  ber  cttlmiiMi 
jras  not  indiffereDce.  All  that  we  read  of  her  betrays  aa 
atideTCurrent  of  intense  feeliiig,  Kbicli,  while  it  caused  her  to 
RiSer  deeply,  also  endowed  her  with  the  purest  susceptibility 
'^ to  joy.  Feeling  it  was,  that  inspired  that  coDstantly  working 
wergy  which  never  permitted  her  to  ait  down  and  weep  when 
•be  coald  sot,  or  remain  satistied  with  thi^  mere  expression  of 
ki&diien  when  she  could  mauifest  it  iu  ili'>.-d :  aiid  of  tliat 
inteiMity  of  feeling  piety  was  the  anring.  Ho  heart  can  net 
indtffcKut  when  oiice  awaked  to  a  love  of  Uod,  ujid,  nj<  muat 
follow,  a  love  of  man.  It  was  with  no  thought  uf  reuaril  i<Iio 
showed  Mioh  wann  hospitality  to  l■UL^llu,  yet  from  tluit  oue 
deod  all  her  afl«r-happiiiet«  sprung.  He  was  tlie  cbocentervaut 
of  tb«  Eternal,  and  «  »errice  done  to  him  was  an  oflering  to 
hia  God  From  6n«t  to  laiit,  the  chacact«r  of  the  Sbooanmito 
ofien  the  beautiful  lesson  of  tixamph.  Her  good  me  of  wealth 
and  ^reatncK — her  moderation  in  all  circuoiittAnccft— her  finn- 
itesa  m  affliction — ber  abaolute  control  of  every  emotion  tiQ 
ber  child  was  icetored — ^her  anedfish  eudurancc  of  anxiety  and 
anguish  rather  than  impart  them  to  her  husband — her  calm; 
yet  encr^otic,  prDsecuttcin  of  her  ton's  rightii— all  these  art 
points  which  every  young  daughter  of  Israel  ma^  admiio  and 
imitote,  even  though  h«r  position  in  life  be  different.  W« 
must  exercise  energy  and  iiuf-controt  iu  little  things,  even  ia 
daily  employmenta,  or  we  shall  never  find  them  when  most 
Deeded.  We  must  set  out  in  life  with  a  conviction  that  we 
•re  destined  for  something  worthier  and  nobler  than  the  mere 
routine  of  frivoloug  employments  and  unmeaning  recreation 
— that  we  are  endowed  witn  a  heart  and  mind,  for  the  uropc 
UKC  of  wliii'h  an  ac<;ouiit  will  be  demanded  ;  aud  sad  will  it  btfj 
if  H'e  lliru  feci  that  the  itupubea  and  use  fu  In  eta  of  both  bava 
bcoB  neglected,  and  oppurtuuiliea,  alike  of  virtuous  deeda  and 
DC&oiiu  feeling,  have  i»na  pa;wed  us  by  uimsted. 

',  w  women  of  lArael,  evun  more  powerfully  should  the 
-  of  the  Shuoammittt  ailicct  ud ;  her  elevated  chata«tei^- 
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her  domestic  tnd  aocift]  influence — nay,  the  vei^  mention 
hot  u*  "great  womaa" — the  meutton  of  Iter,  iiutMul  of  lur 
htubiuid  or  SOB,  as  tlie  one  jniiicipally  concernw)  io  the  wbob 
nuntJou — &11  convince  us  that,  even  io  such  an  en  of  DiitJoiMl 
ulArchy  and  discord,  the  voiueii  of  hnt]  were  in  the  fall 
•DJovoiCDt  of  oil  the  liberty  and  |iriril^u-H,  «]>iritaB]  nod  t4m- 
poml,  gnuited  th«ia  in  the  law  of  Uoc).  Her  vcrj-  pti-tv,  which 
ohtttinea  her  aui-h  favour  in  the  sight  of  G<k1  una  or  Wt 
wophet,  is  unapeKkable  comfiirt  to  ua  how.  She  had,  indeed, 
the  Inendahip  and  eounael  of  a  prophet,  which  we  cannot  have; 
bat  her  piety  had  life  and  influence  at  a  pirriod  of  much  daikw 
misery  and  sin,  and  rebellion  and  idolatn*.  than  we  have  to 
eneounter  now.  Ti>  retun  purity  and  uuthfulnees,  to  walk 
fimly  in  the  very  miditt  of  ra«t  multitudes  who  so  derided  eB 
true  piety  and  ailhcrenc«  to  the  law  of  Gud  as  to  endan^ 
even  personal  aarcty,  was  a  pcwition  of  infinitely  haider  trial 
than  is  ours  now.  Tho  Shunammite's  being  blened  witk 
Stisha,  raises  no  barrier  botwe«n  ns.  What  the  prophets  we» 
to  the  faithful  in  the  olden  time,  the  word  of  the  Lord  ia  i 
to  ua.  We  cannot  too  often  dwell  ujwn  the  truth  that 
same  i^ious  God  who  manifeated  Himself  through  itn>pb«l> 
and  miraclee  to  our  ancestom  is  ours  atill,  and  ha«  granted  « 
a  reord  of  His  words  and  works,  to  gire  ua  atceiigth,  aod  hom 
and  comfort,  till  that  elorious  day  when  we  iliall  be  restond 
to  our  own  land,  and  His  almighty  preaenoe  be  again  rewalcd. 
The  uiitural  powers  and  eodowmenU  of  the  Sbunammite 
were  not  Kiipurior  to  woman's  capabilitiea  now;  and,  tberefwe, 
that  she  found  such  grace  and  favour  iu  the  nglit  of  God,  at 
forQiio  in  His  infinite  mercy,  to  restore  her  child  frmn  ibt 
dead,  should  encourage  us  to  follow  in  the  tame  holy  and 
rejoicing  path.  Events  so  marked  as  those  in  ths  Sbunanuaite's 
bistor}',  may  never  be  oun,  but  piety  of  thought  aod  de«d  is 
i»ver  pMwid  unheeded  by  our  God.  The  Shunammite  was 
one  of  the  seven  thousand  who  alone  remained  faithful  aaid 
millions.  Lot  each  of  IstmI's  daughters  determine  to  ptort 
herself  one  of  tho  faithful,  who  in  every  age  are  found,  nnseeo, 
unrecognised,  perhaps,  by  man,  when  moittning  over  appanmt 
uruversal  indifference,  aod  falling  away  from  the  rock  of 
nRhteousncea;  but  kuowu,  recognised,  ay,  and  upheld  by  God. 
Let  her  not  think  that,  aa  &  woman,  her  pi«yen  and  de«da  are 
waaToiliog,  aave  perchance  unto  heraelf.  No !  oa  a  woman  of 
IitmI,  abe  is  one  of  the  supi»>it«n  of  a  temple  wbich  will  lasi 
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ever  ;  utioiuUf,  u  vdJ  a*  tudividually,  die  ia  bound  to 

forward  th«  holy  cwue ;  and  site  luiiy  rent  «Mured  that  bsr 
piety  aud  faithfulness,  even  M  those  of  man,  will  liubcD  "  the 
great  aud  glorious  day  of  tlic  Lord." 


^ 


THE  UTTLE  ISRAELITISn  Mill).  -nDLDAn-INFLUENCB 
OP  WOMEN  DUEINO  THE  MONAIiCIIY. 

Tbat  tb«  Et«rnal  often  chooees  the  ne&keit  and  the  feeblest, 
tiltongh  whose  unconscious  influenoe  to  upread  a  IcnowledKu  of 
His  ways  and  works  amid  the  Gentiles,  ts  prov«tl  by  the 
mention  of  the  little  Isrnelitish  maid  (see  2  King«  v.  2,  3,  Ac). 
In  one  of  the  predatory  incuruoiia  of  the  Syrians  into  the 
north  of  Judea,  they  liad  carried  off,  amongst  <)l!i<r  booty,  a 
littJe  maid,  wlio  Ueoame  the  property  of  Niuinian's  wife. 
Naamau  was  the  cnjitnin  of  tlie  host  of  the  king  of  Syria,  a 
otaft  of  lii^h  rank  aad  great  TnJour,  who  had  frequently  been 
the  meaiu  of  duliiret«ioe  to  Syria ;  but  he  liad  become  » 
leper,  and  wo*,  o(  coume,  inoapodtatcd  from  all  public  duties 
•nd  domestic  onjuyinents.  It  mast  have  been  a  sod  change  to 
the  little  maid  of  Israel ;  torn  frotn  the  busom  of  her  offec- 
tionato  family,  and  sold  as  a  slave  in  the  service  of  a  heath«D. 
But  it  is  chtnr,  from  her  nicotluction  of  Etisha,  and  her  eaniest 
wish  that  tier  mooter  would  go  to  him  to  bo  cured  of  his 
te|)ro^y,  that  she  was  a  cliild  of  one  of  the  seven  thousand 
faitliful,  and  ooe  who  hod  been  tenderly  and  spiritually 
brought  up  in  the  religion  of  her  God ;  and,  consequently, 
with  6rm  faith  in  the  power  of  His  propiiets.  We  can  i>icture 
her  child-like  orisonB,  riaing  morning  and  evening  in  the 
langua(;e  of  her  country  to  Israel's  God,  undisturbed  by  the 
heathen  worsliip  with  which  site  was  surrounded ;  liii^^ering 
with  fond  affection  on  the  memory  of  her  parents,  chenshing 
their  instructions  in  her  heart  of  hearts,  and  praying  to  Qmi, 
u  they  had  tauijht;  her,  to  keep  her  undehled,  that  she  might 
bear  witntKN  to  HIh  glory. 

The  cITecUi  of  Inu  pifly  never  faiU  to  obtain  the  love  ud 
kindnotft  of  our  fellow -creatures.  The  respectful  deference  of 
the  y<iiin|[  slave,  her  quiet  discharge  of  her  duties,  her 
uucoiuplainiiig  gentleneai,  though  <ift«D  viaible  aadoeii^  hid 
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Bodonbt  Bttract«cl  the  stteotioa  of  her  mlstrMi,  uai  ealbd  ' 
forth,  not  onljr  kitulness  bnrarda  the  chili),  but  lotl  h«r  to 
Mttflde  io  her  oim  afilictioa  from  her  husband's  diMuM:  A 
pMQlisr  sanctity  ever  enrroDnded  the  Hebrew,  in  the  ejw 
BTHi  of  msDj  ignoniit  and  heathen  oationa.  They  vert  WR 
only  the  ftnuhura  of  the  Lord  in  spiritual  jiririlef^ ;  bat|  ia 
utt  wui  acieuces,  and  all  that  marked  them,  almost  on  agi 
in  idTance,  both  in  refinement  aad  intellect.  It  is  OM 
improbable  tJiat  the  wife  of  Naaman  was  questioning  her 
yooag  alare  as  to  the  treatment  of  lepers  in  Jndea,  of  which 
the  ctiild  eould  give  her  but  little  informatioa ;  but  all  ^ 
hod  heard  of  Kti^ba,  we  may  imuine,  dashing  oa  her  mind, 
the  power  he  had  received  from  the  Eternal,  the  miracles  be 
hitd  done,  the  tender  Idndneaa  his  eharaot«r  had  bo  often 
evinood,  caii««cl  the  instant  exclamation,  "  Would  God  mj 
lord  were  with  the  »r»|>liet  who  is  in  Samaria  ;  for  lie  would 
reeover  him  of  hii>  leproeiir."  There  ia  aa  hesiitation,  no  doubt 
—the  rery  faith  of  a  child  satisfied  that  it  wu  in  his  power, 
and  he  would  do  it.  And  so  completely  ilid  that  simple  biUi 
ont«r  into  tlie  hearts  of  those  wno  heimi,  that  wo  find,  not 
only  Naamoti's  domestics  and  Naaman  himself,  bat  the  kingflf 
Syria  acUnir  upon  it,  the  very  instant  that  it  was  reporte^ 
"Thus,  and  thus,  saitli  the  mud.  who  is  of  tj>c  land  of 
Israel.'' 

The  story  of  Nitnuinn'^  viiiil  to  Judeft,  and  miraoulom  cnn^ 
does  not  enter  into  the  plan  of  this  history,  much  as  we 
should  delight  in  dwellinji:  upnii  it,  as  so  striki&giy  illnslrativft 
of  the  Et«mars  loving-mercy  over  aU  ll'a  cnmturvs.  Naaman 
was  a  heathen,  and  (iftvu  an  enemy  to  Judw ;  yet  vrheo  il 
t$iight  the  prophet  of  the  Lord,  ewn  he  wns  accepted,  and  a 
miracle  performed  in  his  behair.  IIow  powerfully  shuiild  thn 
nbnke  ii&  when  inclined  to  pronounce  har«h  judcmenC  on  the 
religion  of  a  fellon-cTeaturo,  or  arrogate  to  ourseTws  alone,  er 
to  uioee  who  think  exactly  with  us,  the  sole  care  and  love  d 
our  Creator. 

How  happy  mnst  tlio  little  Maid  of  Israel  hnvo  felt,  whea 
•be  bebeld  oer  master  perfectly  cured ;  and  the  God  of  ha 
Githets  adtDowlntffi-d  niid  wuishipped,  m  the  sole  aw)  only 
one,  by  those  who  had  so  latdy  been  Itcotheus  and  tdoUtec^— 
"Tny  serratit  will  hcnorfortlt  offer  neither  bamt-fifferiiig,  nor 
Hari&c&  unto  other  gods,  but  unto  the  LoBi>,"  Naanwu  had 
decUred  uuto  Elisha ;  and  when  she  saw  this  ohaogc^  bov 
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St  tlio  Hi-brvw  cTiild  bare  rojoici-d !  Thnt  nil  hud  origjutcil 
Flwr  coiifittciit  rtrfi'rencc  to  the  propht-t,  sliu  pivbiibljr  norer 
WW ;  but  vc  sou  that  she  was  the  direct  instrument  in  tbe 
Xjord's  hnntl,  tu  brine  oboat  the  lovelution  of  U'u  pover ;  sbe 
bad  glorified  Itim  hy  tnisting  in  His  propbi^,  and  so  made 
both  bcr  God  and  if  is  servant  venerated  lo  a  Gentile  land. 
But  this  would  not  linve  been  had  she  been  ashamed  to  confess 
her  religion  and  bL-r  countrj-  before  men.  A  solitary  exile  in  the 
hoosdold  of  Naaman,  young,  and  undirected  by  man,  holier 
anocutioQa  mu^t  have  been  powerful  witliin  D«r,  to  have 
prevented  the  ado]ition  of  the  forms  aud  (^uRtom.i,  and  even 
worship,  of  those  around  her.  The  childish  faith  which 
caused  the  exoUmation  and  its  cotiaeciueiioes,  as  ve  have 
recurded,  did  not  spring  from  the  m«re  im]>ul'*e  of  tb«  moHuat, 
'  iQt  from  the  educnliou  and  subsequent  tlii>ught  of  early  yean. 
~iat  which  springs  from  mere  impultw  would  have  been 
ttortkd  and  torrified  at  the  instant  actinj;  on  the  words ;  but 
tilt-  child  of  Israel  there  was  no  fear  or  doubt. 
If  then  evcu  a  child,  a  female  child,  was  pcnnitt«d  to  be 
the  means  of  bringing  a  heathen  household  to  a  knowledge  of 
the  only  God,  shall  we  not  do  all  we  can  to  make  the  education 
of  our  children  subservient  to  tbe  same  great  end  ?  Amongst 
heathens  and  idolaters,  indeed,  we  do  not  dwell ;  but  thrown, 
aa  we  ore  so  often,  into  terms  of  intimacy  and  kiadueas  with 
tlioee  wbo  worehip  Ood,  though  not  as  we  do,  it  is  more 
necessary  than  ever  to  infuse  a  national  sjiirit  amongst  us ;  to 
inculcate  into  the  very  roungest  of  our  famiticH,  who  and 
what  they  are — that  a  solemn  clinrj^e  is  entrusted  to  them,  a.s 
witaMM»  of  the  Pitemal — and  tliat  n  denial  or  oonoeolment  of 
<rar  true  f&ith,  and  tmcrifice  »f  its  ordinonoes,  to  asnmtbite 
with  the  world,  is  a  deninl  of  God  Himself.  l«t  qs  t«a«b  onr 
ehildrra  from  ciirli«l  iiifaiicv  t^t  venerate  and  glory  in  thdr 
&itb :  and  thnt  faith  will  oe  rcspi-cted  in  them  by  every 
Gentue  with  whom  they  aNtocintc.  Thu  law  of  God  miikcs  i 
distinction  between  the  education  of  sons  and  daughters,  and 
let  ns  make  none  :  but  equally  children  of  Israel — and  botli_ 
eqoally  heirs  of  all  the  spiritual  and  temporal  privileges  which' 
that  holy  name  includes.  Let  our  daughters  then  feci  and 
glory  in  their  nation-ility ;  and  by  making  the  religion  of 
uudr  lotbere  the  mainspriDg  of  theor  beiog,  so  serve  the  cause 
of  Ood,  and  so  elevate  the  character  of  Imcl,  thnt  their  veiy 
aiile  may  hasten  the  day  of  our  lestoration,  by  bringing  oil 
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the  iutti>R9  tn  a  knowledge  of  the  Lord.     The  joaogsat  child 
OMv,  like  the  little  Maid  of  Isnel,  bear  witseaB  to  the  tntk 
of  Mr  religioD,  aod  ibe  power  of  her  God.    An  iniktit  of  u 
yeenoneeoadtbemond  eoaTsee,iatlkeiBidBtof  aai 
of  G«ntile  diildrea  (and  her  motaer  was  iwt  preeent) 
toaching  eome  forbidden  food,  and  with  cluldish  a  .  ^^ 

touching  artleancB  to  aay  alond  that  tbey  were  noi  allowvd  ^1 
to  eat  it  And  that  infant  u|>lield  the  aaneUtf  of  her  religiou 
ordiiMnoM,  and  inspired  a  filing  of  reqwet  and  adntrMun, 
not  onl^  towards  herself^  but  towuda  the  religion  ahe  profaMd: 
and  this  is  tlie  practical  nationality  we  should  iooaleallk 
Teach  a  child  fntm  Uk  &nt  that  she  ia  the  depontoij  of  a 
aolena  office — tiuA  she  can,  in  her  own  proper  penoa,  athtr 
derate  or  degrade  the  religion  which  her  nthcr  in  Heavn 
Himself  deigned  to  give— that  she  is  not  like  thr  children  o( 
the  aoil,  fur  whom  it  ia  enongh  to  follow  the  multitude,  and 
who  hsTu  advantages  of  ail  kinds  to  tench  them  their  religions 
dutr,  but  one  of  a  peculiar  and  holy  bith,  scattered  in  eveiy 
laao,  exiled  and  often  oppc«eed,  yet  still  the  GrEtborn  of  the 
Lord ;  and,  therefore,  that  it  d^oiis  npoa  her,  even  as  if  she 
stood  alone,  to  do  all  die  can  to  nhc  her  faitli,  and  its  UeesMl 
ordinances,  in  the  estimation  of  the  irhole  GeDtile  worid. 

We  have  now  come  to  a  very  important  character  in  our 
Dreuat  period,  with  little  to  conoeni  us  aa  women  generally, 
bat  mvcn  to  encourage  us  as  women  of  Israel ;  and  suBicMnt 
in  ittdf  to  ffve  a  direct  denial  to  the  aoouaation,  tliat  tbe 
Jewish  relipoD  utterly  pmhibits  all  spiritual  and  iDt«llectus) 
privileges ;  and  that  for  a  woman  to  attempt  the  study  of,  or 
iiistruotion  in,  religion,  is  little  leu  than  fully.  We  have  already 
seen  a  female  judge  and  piMihetees  in  the  p«r»on  of  Duborab ; 
hut  still,  if  she  were  the  oofy  female  so  mentioned,  wa  night 
incline  to  the  idea  that  women  were  thus  sanctified  only  fn  the 
very  first  Mioction  of  Israel.  Such  however,  is  not  tlio  fact : 
several  hundred  years  bad  passed  awa^ — the  kingdom  of  Isrset 
wiu  sinking  deeper  into  the  alqrss  of  sin.  Hod  Aere  been  any 
single  portion  of  the  lav  deto^tory  to  women,  or  confining 
her  to  mere  household  sphere,  with  neither  liberty  nor  inclina- 
tion to  employ  her  intellecr  and  influence,  now  would  tiave  been 
the  very  time  for  Buch  laws  to  obtain  aaceiidauty ;  the  st*te  of 
society  mtut  efTectuoUy  have  prevent«d  her  rislns  against  it 
If.  however,  we  refiT  to  -i  Kings  xxiL  11 — 90,  a^o  2  Chroo. 
xxiv.  2(1 — ^9,  we  shall  find  a  very  difftrreut  picture  of  women 
Id  Israel. 
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fwiclcii  Icinps  Manassih  and  Amon  had  been  succeeded 
B  vouthful  .losiiih,  At  the  early  age  of  eight  years.  His 
[DothcdiHfcire  nri:  cxjin-.i^ly  told,  wu  Jedioah,  mid  her  tn- 
fluenc^p^Hkbly  vi;x*  wliic-h  ao  guided  and  initmc'ted  hi* 
youth^I  yvnn  M  to  riiilcr  him  rery  difTerent  from  im  pivdo- 
eeoon.  "  Hu  did  that  nhicli  was  ri^t  in  th«  siglit  of  tho 
Lord,  and  walked  in  all  the  way«  of  David  hi*  father,  and 
turned  not  aside  to  the  right  nor  to  the  left."  In  tho  eigh- 
teenth year  of  his  reign  he  f^nve  ordora  for  the  repairing  find 
beautifying  of  the  house  nf  the  Lord ;  and  it  was  when  obey- 
ing; this  order  t^t  Ililkiah  iho  high  pncst  found  the  hook  >'f 
the  law.  which  be  gave  to  Shnphau  tho  scribe,  who,  Bft«r  read- 
ing it,  brought  it  unto  tlie  king.  What  an  awful  picture  do 
these  Teraea  tireseDt  of  the  national  a]K<stacy ;  that  the  very 
high  prieat  suould  have  been  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  th« 
book  of  the  law  in  the  house  of  God,  and  its  enactments,  and 
prohibition.*,  of  course,  never  read,  as  was  so  imperatively  com- 
mADded,  before  the  people — men,  women,  and  cliildren  I  The 
mere  fomiula  of  hiKn  priesta,  eoribes,  and  othar  olfiucint  of  th« 
t«mp)c,  appeared  Ktill  Jillt-il;  but  whata  fearful  muckvry  mnat 
it  have  been  before  tlR  Lord  :  the  mere  empty  y\iA\,  whence 
■11  of  obodtenoc,  and  love,  and  spirituality,  had  dopikrtcd. 

That  the  ordiiuuiceo  of  the  law  were  utterly  disregarded,  is 
evident  from  the  ofTcct  which  tlw  hearing  of  the  law  produced 

Xn  Joeiah.  He  rent  biM  clothw  {always  a  sign  ot  intense 
ctiun),  and  sent  inatAUtly  th«  priest,  and  other  superior 
officers,  to  "  enqtiirv  of  the  Lord  lor  m«.  and  for  all  Judab, 
concerning  the  words  of  the  book  that  is  found,  for  great » 
the  wrath  of  the  Lord  that  is  kindled  against  us,  because  our 
bdiers  have  not  hearkened  unto  the  words  of  this  book,  to  do 
according  unto  all  that  which  is  n-rilten  concerning  us."  And 
to  whom  did  these  high  officers  go?  To  a  mighty  man  of 
wisdom?  To  a  holy  maunf  Uod,  wnose  sanctity  and  influence 
gave  hiffl  courage  M  thrvatt^n  and  to  warn,  to  risk  peraonal 
oangcr  from  the  anger  of  the  populace,  whom  his  donunciadoos 
might  cnntg«  f  No ;  it  van  to  a  wohjui  that  they  came — » 
woman  nod  n  wm  in  Israel— and  yet  an  inspired  prophctan 
of  the  Eternal,  the  choMB  medium  between  htm  and  ois  people, 
the  bold  dcnouncor  of  his  wrath,  and  the  truthful  reporter  of 
bin  lore. 

"And  Hilkiah  the  priest,  and  Aliikam  and  Achbor,  and 
Shapbao,  and  Asaiah,  went  unto  Uuldab  the  prophetess,  th« 
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wife  nf  SballuiB,  tli«  too  ot  tbe  keeper  of  tbe  nrdiobe  (n 

^■hedwvltin  Jtnatlem  lo  the  oollvgc),  >ud  thn 

witli  ber." — Nov,  if  the  wumai  of  wiel  were  coat 

In  thrir  household  dutici!,  it  b  rtnnge  that  HoMsh  conld  hftw 

obtained  Mlmitsioo  witlun  the  coUc^o,  «hich  wts  probsUr  id 

'  Mtabliehmeot  devoted  to  the  stud)'  of  the  Uw.    Her  being  a 

'  piophetee^  does  not  make  aa  excaptioD  in  her  &Toar,  or  tenact 

I  ser  dwdling  in  tlte  eoUeee  a  neoeoujr  conseqaenoe.  We  htve 

I  jceo,  in  tike  ease  of  EliJMt  and  Bisha,  that  the  propheta  h»d 

^  no  appointed  Teaideooe,  bat  were  geneniUy  wanderen  and  wm 

f  aojouroen  in  the  variotu  cities  of  Judea.  Deborah  jodgad  asd 

iDTODlMsed  noder  ber  ovd  palm  tiee,  between  Bonah  aad 

rSeUiel.     Huldah.  on  the  oontniy,  dwelt  in  tbe  oolli-gv  ;  aad 

from  the  officers  of  Jonah  Meking  her  tritliout  any  hoaitadca, 

aa  the  only  one  of  whom  tbey  could  enquire  of  the  Lord.  w« 

an  jiutified  in  inferring  that  ber  wisdom  and  piety  bad  Icmg 

been  known  and  acknowledged  in  Jerusalem. 

The  prophetic  power  waii  never  intrusted  to  tbe  uodeserru^ 
tnan  or  woman  ;  it  was  always  sumc  superior  pietf  and  virtue, 
which  origbally  attracted  towards  them  the  loving  merey  of 
the  Lord,  andiendered  iJicm  worth}'  to  become  His  memetigeiSi 
No  effurt  after  righteousneee  and  virtue,  however  lowly,  paiM 
uniKiticed  in  Hia  sight :  and  His  love  will  ever  increaae  tlw 
de^in;  nfter  good,  and  tne  power  to  acoomjjtlidi  it.  Bat  nrtne 
and  righteoiuneas  were  not  the  only  reauidtea  for  a  prophet: 
I  tliey  needed  intellect,  a  profound  knowledge  of  tlic  law  andof 
man,  and  a  strong  perception  of  the  waya  and  works  of  the 
Eternal.  Huldah  .1  dwelling  in  the  mllcee  «uppo«as  a  iniDd 
anxious  and  enquiring  after  the  stuilj-  of  the  law,  and  a  heHl 
yearning  to  obey  every  statute  tberein  oommondcd,  while  im 
vetv  selection  as  a  prophetess  proves  that  her  spiritual  prinlspt 
ana  intdloctaal  powers  were  on  a  perfect  equality  witli  taoM 
of  man. 

Yet  from  the  very  circumstance  of  her  only  being  mentioned 
once  in  the  socrod  record,  we  mar  be  convinced  that  her  soleiaa 
office  interfered  not  at  all  wito  her  domestic  and  coqjn^ 
dnties,  01  th&t  in  any  one  instance  she  came  unduly  forwani 
'  Woman's  natural  spnerc  is  to  influence,  not  to  command ;  to 
«ntr«at>  not  to  threaten  ;  to  leiad  far  more  by  example  than  by 
precept ;  and  every  woman,  consciooa  of  her  own  wcakneo^ 
will  rejoice  that  Mich  are  tbe  kind  of  duties  aaugned  ber.  Is 
rths  awful  condition  of  Judma,  a  mind  like  Huldui's onut ban 
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■Iirunk  from  ooning  forward.  Tlie  state  of  rastnist,  and 
nubscqnciit  (IcpremoD,  wliii'li  iini«t  attend  the  intcrcoitmof 
I>iuus  »ii(l  liunwing  liuart^.  with  those  to  wliom  bU  of  pi«t]r 
aiiJ  spirituaHty  urv  utt«r  litraiieeis,  was  probably  th«  originu 
cause  of  lluldali's  rp!iy;iuus  retiiement.  &-eking  to  conquer 
tbe  suffering  which  the  public  and  prival*  coniUtiuu  of  ber 
couotfjr  occamoQed,  by  quietly  foUowiug  the  daily  routiue  of 
domestic  da^,  and  spending  every  leisure  hour  in  teaming  to 
know  that  merciful  and  gracious  Uod,  whom  Judea  seemed  to 
^^l«ve  forgotten. 

^K  Potoene^  as  abe  vaa,  of  nnunual  spiritual  ciftA,  her  mind 

^bnathave  be«ii  of  no  onlinaiy  cnitt  to  allow  hur  remaining 

Hpool«nted  ia  a  retired  cplicrc  wilhout  tho  nxtlew  desire  to 

^Jwcomc  of  public  serrice  ;  her  »ery  codsciousdgm  of  rvKpoiui- 

bilily  would  urge  this  nithout  any  failins  of  woman's  native 

modisty.     But  Hulduh  waif*  /or  lit  Lord.     Uo  who  bad 

repowd  in  her  a  gift  so  precious  would  vuuclu»fc  her  som« 

dgn  when  to  uso  it,  itnd  uieaiiwhilc  her  duty  was  to  pray,  nnd 

jneditato,  (uid  bc«cech  the  Eternal  to  have  mercy  on  His 

jioople.    And  this  we  e^ti  nil  do,  though  we  ari^  not  prophetesses ; 

&nd  we  have  His  shulu  word  to  prove  how  much  intcrccaeot; 

pruver  pre  vail  oth. 

The  siun,  for  wtiich  the  prophetess  awaited,  came.  The 
biRheHl  offioem  of  the  state  suddenly  a])pruached  her.  and  with 
humility  and  deference  reported  the  eioverei);n'a  message,  en- 
quirinfi  tliroujih  her  tlie  maiulule  of  the  liord.  There  is  neither 
pause  nor  iloubt,  ns  there  must  hnvu  been  had  ahe  been  a 
ncre  pretender  in  the  pri>phctio  art  ;  the  rushiuK  spirit  of 
prophecy  wins  poured  within  her  by  Hira  whose  inHtrumeittahe 
was,  and  with  fearh^t  dignity  she  answered,  "Thu.f  saitli  the 
Lord  God  of  lsrai.0.  Tell  the  mau  that  Miit  you  to  mc.  Thus 
saith  tho  Lord,  Behold  I  will  bring  evil  upon  this  place,  and 
uiKin  the  inhabitants  thereof ;  even  all  the  words  of  the  book 
vrnich  the  king  of  Judah  hath  read  ;  because  tlicy  have  for- 
•aken  me,  and  have  burned  iocense  unto  other  god^,  thai  they 
tniglit  provoke  me  to  anger  with  all  the  works  of  their  hands, 
tlierefor«  my  wrath  shall  be  kindled  a^nst  this  place,  and 
ahall  not  be  quenched."  Tlien,  aofteniDft  into  the  tendcrest 
cofflpawion,  still  inspired  by  Iliin  who  ever  tempercth  justice 
with  tnercy,  Khe  continued,  "  But  to  the  king  of  Judah  who 
•ent  you  tn  eixjuire  of  the  Lord,  thuii  shall  ye  say  to  him, 
^-jFbuB  a^  the  L(>Td  God  uf  israel,  As  toucliiug  the  words  which 
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tbou  hast  heard  ;  Bocaoso  thy  heart  was  tender,  and  thou  ha 
hnmbled  thyself  before  th?  Ijard,  wh«n  tbou  heardest  what '. 
■pake  against  thU  piaoe,  ead  against  the  iiibabtt«nt3  the 
toat  thejr  sbould  become  a  dwolatioD  ant]  &  cane,  an4 
rent  thy  clothes  and  wept  before  me ;  I  also  have  beard 
aaitfa  the  Lord.    Beboldl  therefore,  I  will  gather  thee  untu 
fathers,  and  thou  ahalt  Iw  gathered  into  thy  grare  in  peace'; 
tod  thine  eyes  eludl  not  see  all  the  evil  which  I  will  bring  ttpoD 
thtH  pljice.     And  they  brought  the  king  word  again." 

Altfioiigh  thi-H  i)n>]>liecy  does  not  properly  belong  to  A  huftory 
of  the  woiiK-n  of  iKrael,  we  have  traiLscrihtd  tht!  whole,  tlwt 
ourtv^iuU'w  inav  better  judge  the  full  extent  of  prophetic  powct 
TouchfULfc<l  t»  Vluldfth  i  BoA  the  bold  di«ngaKl  of  alt,  exMpt 
of  her  ini>aioD,  which  it  evinced.  "  Tdl  ye  the  mnti  who  sent 
you,"  Ehc  eays;  yet  nhc  )uu  no  diwespeet  for  the  Locd'a 
anointed,  elie  vox  nmply  uttering  the  words  of  the  Eternal 
The  persecution  of  Elijah  and  Eli»hik  mArhed  the  prophetic  office 
as  one  of  dnngcr;  but  Hnldah  felt  nothing  but  tlie  spirit  which 
inspired  her ;  feared  nolhinu  but  to  iail  in  the  calm  and  die- 
nioed  boldness  required  of  ner  as  the  prophetess  of  the  Lotd. 
The  high  regard  in  which  her  words  were  ndd  n  proved  by  the 
neaacugers  of  Josiah  "  bringiog  the  king  word  again,"  aiM  by 
hi*  continuing  his  endeavours  to  render  himself  worthy  of  the 
promiKe'l  fiirbearance  of  the  Gtemal,  though  the  threateDed 
evil  to  his  eoutitry  and  hispeople  he  knewcould  not  be  averted. 

We  hare  no  further  mention  of  Hnldah ;  nor  <Io  ¥re  need 
more  for  the  confiruiatiou  of  our  assertion,  lliat  the  women  el 
Israel  enjoyed  higher  and  nobler  privilege-'',  in  the  itight  alike 
of  Qod  and  man,  than  any  otUt^r  women  in  the  worUf  Breiy 
former  argument  which  we  advanced  in  our  notice  of  Dobonli, 
is  still  more  strnngly  applicable  to  Holduh.  One  giwt  dif- 
ference there  was,  which,  however,  only  mark*  the  natioDal 
elevation  of  women  still  more  forcibly.  Debomh  lived,  and 
exercised  her  prophetic  power,  at  a  time  when  Israel  was  under 
the  direct  guidatx4  of  the  Iiotd.  Huldah  flourished,  not 
thirty  vc!irs  before  the  first  captivity ;  and  some  centuries 
aJUr  the  nation  had,  hy  their  gins,  thrown  a  dark  cloud 
between  them  and  their  (iod.  The  laws  and  ciutoms,  which, 
according  to  oar  opponents,  have  crept  in  atkI  sullied,  if  not 
entirely  altered,  the  piim  Judaism  inculcated  by  Moses,  wuut 
have  heeti  ascendant  (luring  the  period  of  which  we  are  writing 
And  in  coDsequence,  if  th^  degraded  women,  it  follows  that 
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t  iaHkOt&o  and  social  pontion  of  tho  women  of  Israel  must, 
duriDff  the  mooarchy,  have  given  positive  evidence  of  eucIi 
dqgrMAtioa ;  and  wo  certainly  should  not  lind  a  woman 
dwelling  in  the  college,  whicli  la  stTinnymous  with  devoting 
betself  to  the  study  of  the  law,  and  aUo  as  the  only  one,  in 
tbo  whole  nation  of  Ju<Uh,  who  wu  entrusted  with  the  pro- 
phetic power. 

To  such  a  height  in  spiritual  privileges,  the  women  of  Israel 
cannot  now  hope  to  attain ;  but  the  example  of  Uuldali  Jk 
saffioient  for  thent  to  rest  content  tliat  the  study  of  the  law, 
and  all  reli^oua  observances,  as  well  as  the  piety  of  the  heart, 
are  now  equally  incumbent  on  tliem  as  on  men,  and  equally 
acceptable  before  God  :  and  that  Israel  i«  the  only  nation  in 
tlio  whnio  world  in  which  women  tulTicicntly  gifted  to  perffKnn 
tlie  officmof  ?r'>phctu)H  and  Judge  have  been  found. 

These  truths  ouuht  tn  be  ciiuuKn  for  us  ;  and  the  very  names 
~  Dobonih  and  Huldnh  tturve  lu  shields  to  guard  us  a^inst 
'in  arcum«nt«  tempting  us  from  the  Rock  of  Agos.  We  have 
said  this  often  :  but  wo  cannot  too  often  or  too  lorcibly  inipieea 
it  on  the  femiue  Hebrew  heart.  It  depond§  on  woman,  not 
alone  to^^,  but  loprove  its  truth  :  to  shnke  off  all  of  atag- 

BitJDg  apathy,  all  of  cold  indifference :  not  to  ri'st  satisGed 
th  a  due  ])erfarmance  of  their  duties  as  women — even  as 
C>ii!*  winuMi, — but  to  feel  and  glory  in  bein^;  womtn  of  Israel, 
id  iiifaie  the  same  national  spirit  within  the  hearts  and  miuda 
cf  their  children. 
^^   ProphetttiMH,  in  our  present  captive  state,  we  cannot  tiav^ 
^KoT  do  wo  nccil  them,  till  the  spirit  of  our  God  resta  nimi  ua 
Hpi  our  own  fair  land  once  mure  ;  but  we  need  the  same  bold 
I^^DCotn promising  i^pirit,  tbo  same  rcligiotiK  zeal  and  pious  fer- 
"^Tour  which  acttinted  Huldah,     Did  every  woman   iii  Israel 
determine  to  elevate  her  faith,  and  to  glorify  ber  God  to  hor 
«wn  proper  person,  apathy,  and  that  fearful  want  of  nationality 
too  often  discoverable  amoucst  iix,  would  vanish  altogethi^r. 
We  shoulil  not  be  content  with  more  amalgamation  wiih  the 
Gentiles  in  mxiety  ;  hut,  without  rclinqui^hiDg  the  aucial  posi- 
dtm  wliich  an  a^e  of  .iiiperior  civilisation  ana  reliiiemeut  has 
amigned  Uii,  wcKhoiilil  ^till  retain  our  nationality — still,  before 
toan  and  before  Uod,  rc^main  I.sraelites  indeed ;  and  thus  compel 
icspei't  towanU  our  faith,  and  remove  not  only  the  prejudices 
excited  by  iguorance,  but  check  tlie  tealous  e^orts  of  oonver' 
'8t5  by  couviaciiig  them,  that  our  mosbuioy,  as  our  nli* 
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pm,  mntbeiBdnd  of  God.  wad  ^tenbnua  ■flbrt  of  mts 
CkQ  tnra  m  fnoi  tt. 

Xor  WM  it  to  m  utmined.  aitj  AenfetcnOK  indepfodeBl 
vomaa,  tb«  BropbeCic  pv«cr  ww  mnt«(L  We  an  «K|nail]r 
toU  tl»t  Hntad  «w  tlM  vifc  of  Shallwn.  ttw  keeper  of  tlw 
nto }  sad  we  nost  Ihwefiw  Mi  umt'utuai  that  the  nwrriap 
■Ute  in  latael  ww  fiv  from  beiu  om  ottUnrj  or  depcDdeim. 
Row  ahe  ooatrived  to  nnite  tier  doneatic  dnti«g  with  hrr 
dirine  ofice,  bolj  writ  Aot»  not  toAwn  xa ;  bat  there  u  no 
doabt  that  both  were  fully  woomplisbed ;  for  the  cboaea  net- 
KBgen  of  the  Etenul  were  enr  thoae  Mtuted  by  tfa«  teodcTHt 
hunaa  emotioM,  and  the  earnest  denie  to  aerre  alt  the  haniaa 
fcinUf.  We  read  Hnldah'a  feiniiiine  natare  in  the  fact  of  Jur 
btiitf  tougkt  in  her  own  dwelliag.  The  conditioa  o(  Jiulfi 
niut  hare  filled  her  with  the  dee^at  ■affefias ;  bat  sb«  left  it 
in  the  haadi  of  her  God,  woteat  to  perfona  lut  niadoa.  wtm 
ealled  DpOB  ao  to  do,  bat  oerer  forgetting;  erea  in  the  ^nher- 
anee  of  Hia  aerriiM^  the  nodett  aad  retiring  dignity  of  tba 
woman. 

And  this  i»  the  anion  we  ehonld  m  stronnooUy  endeavcar 
to  obtain.  More  than  the  females  of  every  other  nation,  an 
the  women  of  Israel  called  npon  tocultivatethdr  intellect,  that 
ther  may  be  enabled  to  comprehend  the  relifioa  of  thdr 
&toerB  I  that  rtaton  and  eoHvieXion,  as  well  aa  Tare  and  Img 
anociations,  ghoold  bind  it  on  their  hearts.  Yet  that  intelleet 
mnat  never  be  obtraded  ;  never  tempt  them  to  quit  their  own 
holy  &nd  beantifal  iq>ber«.  Woman  may  have  opportnnitiei 
for  the  study — aye  and  the  practice— of  ret^oo,  which  man 
has  not ;  sacb  atody  will  never  be  in  vain  t  opportunitiea  of 
twefulneaa,  of  inflitenee,  will  come  to  her :  ahe  need  new 
laok  them  by  the  oacrifice  of  frmiiiiiie  p;atlene«  and  retii^ 
aaent ;  and  man  will  thankfully  m«I[  that  comfort  and  eran 
gaidance  from  her,  which,  had  they  been  ohtendod  on  him,  ha 
would  condemn  and  soom. 

Oh  that  the  history  of  the  pi»t  would  influeiico  the  preaent; 
that  the  women  of  Israel  would  feci  to  their  heart's  oatt,  thai 
they  are  still  the  aauit:  in  the  sight  of  their  God,  aa  their 
ancestors  of  old  ;  that  they  have  it  in  their  power  injii'idtkdlf 
to  hiuteii  that  di\y  when  "  the  earth  shall  be  covereii  with  the 
knowk'd^v  of  the  Liml  iw  the  waters  cover  the  aea  I"  Piety 
mast  come  from  the  mW  as  well  as  the  heart;  andthemontM 
intellect  a  cnltivutcd,  the  better  will  it  enter  into  the  tnyMariM 
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I  of  Creation  atii:!  Rcvtlation,  of  the  works  and  the  Word 
of  God ;  utd  the  clearer  tlic«c  become,  the  purer,  higher,  mon 

» deeply  spiritual,  witl  be  the  emotions  of  adoring  love,  uniting 
the  soul  with  Goil.  We  must  Dot  rvat  content  with  mere  oc- 
ooni[iti^hment,  we  mnst  rise  superior  to  the  frivolity  aud 
Kiciteinenta  which  form  the  exiateoce  of  some  women ;  or  how 
Mil  we  become  worthy,  or  make  our  aonb  worthy,  to  be  once 
more  the  favoured  of  the  Lord !  Woraeu  of  Israel !  the  very 
iiAine  ahi'itld  impresour  beu-ta  with  «  iioleinn  conviction  of 
OUT  individual  responsibiltty,  and  urg«  u.t  on  to  ttuch  spiritual 
vid  intellectual  improvement  as  will  mark  us,  in  tlie  eyes  of 
the  whole  world,  an  wortliy  descendants  of  the  6ntUbom  of  the 
Lord. 

We  have  now  completed  our  reriew  of  the  female  chancters 
eontaincd  in  the   Fourth   Period   of  JcwUh  History.     Our 
roftden  will,  we  think,  universally  agree  that  it  docs  not  con- 
tain a  single  pn-ititgc,  much  low  a' single  character  or  incidonL 
which  demonstrates  the  social,   domestic,    intcllectnal,  and 
spiritual  poxitioD  and  endowments  of  women  aa  enslaved  and 
degraded.     There  is  not  a  hint  or  ollueioa  to  any  second  law 
opposed  to  the  written  one  of  Moaea ;  for  if  there  had  been 
^~tne  monarchy  lasted  sufficiently  long  for  it  to  have  obtained 
^Bpuch  dominion  as  to  make  manifest  ita  existence. 
^■^   That  man's  evil  and  licentious  poeaiona  had  increased  to  an 
^■extent  so  fearful  as  to  demaiid  the  captivity  of  the  whole 
^^nation,  is  no  proof  of  the  imperfection  of  the  law,  but  only 
of  the  imperfection  of  human  nature.     That  the  una  of  the 
women  increased  the  burden  of  IsrnelV  guilt  we  do  not  deny, 
because  the  prophets  to  inform  us.    Wc  merely  affirm,  that 
^^the  mcial  condition  of  women  bad  not  degcDuiutcd — that 
^■thcre  were  no  laws  then  degrading  and  enslaving  her ;  and, 
^KtitOTeforr,  that  &»  there  were  none  then,  there  can  he  nana 
^Cmnp,  as  we  acknowledge  no  other  law  of  sulhcieut  power  to 
annul  or  contradict  those  given  by  the  Eternal   to  Moses, 
and  by  him  transmitted  to  man. 

Thie  important  faet  ia  atrongly  conlirmed  by  the  fcarfiil 
niekedneaa  of  Jeiebel  and  Athaliah.  The  former  was  tlia 
dt>ight«r  of  a  notorious  idoUtrom  king,  and  the  mother  of 
AtluJiali;  coiLSuiueutly  we  may  indulge  the  ooiufort  of  the 
belief  that  neither  wn«  of  Isra^,  and  that  such  awful  crimes 
■tuned  not  the  women  whom  the  I^rd  so  blessed.  There  is 
.  BO  ocoaaion  to  bring  forward   their  tiistorics,  subjects  from 
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vbicli  no  good  can  be  obtained,  exceot  thst,  in  the  cncptag 
hoTTOT  of  the  evil  and  the  sin  to  whicli  WDman  can  attain, 
the  prayer  for  help  and  stTengtb,  and  tiwdwa  txotn  tempta- 
tion, m;iy  arise  more  ^^ueiitly  from  oDf  bearta.  The  fact  of 
tbcir  iiilJucDcc  is  all  we  need,  as  C'Onfirinin^  the  asM-rtion,  tliat 
votnan  liad  both  power  and  fr«edom  in  the  land.  Abtb'a 
satTiml  wickedness  was  fearfully  iDcreaaed,  and  madeproducttve 
^  still  more  horrible  evil,  by  the  counsels  of  hia  wife,  as  «e 
most  prccive  by  a  very  canial  glance  over  bin  history  :  aad 
of  AiKalinh  we  are  extircsiily  told,  wh«n  speaking  of  ber  bos- 
band  Jebortm,  "tltut  lie  walked  in  tbo  ways  of  the  kings  of 
larael,  for  he  bad  the  daughter  qf  Ahab  to  vife^  to  Ae  vrougk 
that  wkuA  wot  mil  in  the  9yf4  qf  th«  Lord."  And,  afain,  of 
ber  sou  Aboxlah,  "  he  also  walked  in  the  ways  of  tJw  nouae  of 
Abab,  far  hit  mother  wai  hit  coanteUor  to  do  wickedlg."  Whlfc 
can  more  furcibty  illuelmte  the  power  and  influenoe  wliiet 
voman  could  obtain  and  exercise  in  Judea  ?  Had  there  batn 
any  law  confiniDg  them  to  one  particolar  sphere  and  dcbttdu 
employments,  not  even  the  idolatrous  wives  and  motliMt  ol 
the  kini{s  could  have  obtained  such  ascendancy.  Nor  was  it 
only  tkrovffh  kind's,  female  authority  waa  exeroscd.  Atbaliill 
reigned  six  yvun.  sole  mieitTess  of  Judea ;  and  mt  may  be  nr> 
tain,  tliut  however  low  the  nation  had  taUeu,  however  tlie  laN 
of  Mow-'S  hnd  riuiik  into  neiiclect  and  abuM,  still,  hod  tben 
STfii  been  any  portion  of  thisUw  degndtDg  to  voman,  Athalok 
never  would  have  had  either  th«  means  of  making  heneU 
qneen,  or  supporting  so  bigb  a  dignity,  even  for  the  aborbt 
spac«  of  tax  yean. 

The  very  fact,  then,  of  there  being  such  characters  al 
Jtiebel  and  Athaliali,  is  unanswerable  confirmation  of  tbs 
freedom  and  eauality  of  woman,  because,  though  they  were 
not  womtn  qf  Israel,  their  union  with  the  Hebrew  kings  cub- 
jected  litem  to  all  the  restrictions  of  the  Mosaic  law  ;  aixl  had 
tbat  Inw  made  tbem  slaves,  they  would  not  have  exchanged 
tboir  HWty  in  their  own  iili)latnius  countries  for  eoqjiutl 
thraKbim  in  Judea,  tlie  social  and  dnni«atic  pii^tiou  of  UM 
Hebrew  fcmftles  being  sufBciently  well  known  to  thcni,  fron 
the  immcdi.'ite  vicinity  of  the  land,  to  prevent  any  misooncep- 
tion  on  a  subject  so  important. 

And  whilst  wc  sbudih^r  ut  thL^  picture  of  awful  wickcdnec^ 
and  feet  inesprcasibly  thankful  that  our  tnerciful  God  hsB 
vouchsafed  us  a  law,  which,  if  obeyed,  mustcGTectually  p 
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the  dominion  of  such  evil,  let  ub  not  turn  from  it  as  an  over- 
charged portrait,  and  believe  that  human  nature  is  incapable 
of  such  heinous  crimea.  Alas  1  we  have  only  to  took  into  the 
annaJs  of  modem  history,  and  even  amidst  those  very  nations 
who  proclaim  themst-lves  so  much  more  enlightened  and 
B[)iritiial  tliao  the  blinded  Jew — ay,  and  within  the  last  four 
centuries  we  iihall  find  woman  tempted  to  follow  the  same 
awful  path,  and  insligatiiig  hiL^bamU  and  rohb  to  the  cotu- 
mi^on  of  criim-«and  uuis^icres,  frLim  which  the  heart  tiiroa 
with  limtliin^  Micknv!>s,  and  the  vuin  longing  to  realise  dis- 
belief iu  tl)i;  HtoiT  that  it  rciuls.  And  if  so  lately,  comparatively 
epestkin^',  ttuch  tilings  have  been  cv«i)  in  enliKhCenea  nationg, 
can  we  coiititiue  to  think  the  Bi hie- picture  of  woman's  depm- 
vity  overt' liargud  ?  0  wo  koow  not,  we  caiiiiul  know,  tb« 
awful  cffoct*  of  UDlimitcd  authority  and  unrcetrnined  pns.iioiu 
OD  the  weak  human  heart.  W«  can  only  pray  Gud  to  guard 
OS  fnrm  positions  in  which  feelings  may  bo  aroused  of  whoso 
very  csLst«nce  we  dream  not  now  ;  to  bind  closer  and  closer 
Btill  Uis  blessed  Uw  upon  our  hcarla,  His  spirit  on  our  souls ; 
to  remove  from  xts  all  those  evil  inclinations  and  embryo  pas- 
aioiM  which  Uis  eye  may  trace,  but  of  which  we  are  uncon- 
scioQS  ;  to  enable  us  to  cUng  closer  and  closer  unto  Him  in 
prayer  and  praise ;  and  we  shall  be  guarded,  as  by  an  angel's 
ving,  from  every  evil  thought  and  evil  deed. 


I 


FIFTH  PEBIOD. 


;Eiifc  of  :^Bt|!fr. 


THE  CAPTIVITr-RBVIEWOP  CHAPTERS  ONE  TO  8BVB 
OF  TUB  BOOK  OF  EZRA. 

A  onuT  asd  melancholy  cltniiijc  had  taken  pIsM  in  the  coo- 
dition  of  the  Isrnclitus.  Tliuir  coutinucd  disobedieaoe  ud 
idolfttnr  lukd,  tit  len^'th,  ouUod  down  upon  them  th«  lone- 
ay«rt«a  cbastiacmont ;  and  in  the  Uud  of  their  foeioea  w*u 
DOV  their  niiitiniful  dwellings.  The  great  armies  of  Nebncfaad- 
Seoar  had  overrun  Jutlea ;  and,  carryiut;  '^^  ^ogt,  priMU, 
ud  peopl«  tn  Babylon,  left  their  beaulifiil  ktnl  to  detuUttan. 

But  eT«D  in  their  captivity,  a  captivity  which  thvir  atnfiit- 
IHn  compelled,  God  liad  not  forsaken  thcin.  All  wen  not 
Binful.  all  were  not  disobedient,  though  all  alike  weit  «ntcd, 
and  cAptiTCB  in  a  strange  land.  Eren  then  the  I>onl  raised  op 
His  w-itnemoa.  The  firmcorutanoy  of  theyoathful  Daniel  aoa 
his  comptintoiis,  gare  them  examplea  of  eultcd  righteoasMM 
in  the  vrrv  midst  of  darkncM.  Tuc  ^orions  vitions  of  Btekitl, 
jret  more  ootd  and  sublim«  in  imagery  than  the  Tisiooa  of  any 
who  had  gone  before  him,  inn)irad  them  with  hope  for  tot 
Future^  and  cooBolation  for  the  Present.  While,  when  tht 
MTiod  for  action  came.  Buch  men  as  Eira,  Nehemiah,  Zerab- 
DabeJ,  Hagffu,  and  othen  equally  earneet,  irere  not  fsand 
vaatoig IBUM  farth«ratic«  of  their  holy  cau»e. 

The  condition  of  the  exil«d  Hebrews  anneacs  tsore  tfaab  flf 
wlooiste  than  slaves.  AUo«red  to  dweli  together  in  Latjv 
bodiea,  they  became  at  length  ponemed  of  coiuiderable  ikv 


perty* 


•0  that  many  of  than  refiued  to  retam  to  thor 
■  ICIbu'i  Hiitory  of  (In  J«v^  toL  H.  p.  4. 
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(nm  laBd,  eren  when  tho  mand&U  t>t  Cyrus  gtm  tiMin  ptrmi*' 
iion  80  to  do.  It  scom<;d  s  str&nge  ami  puinfut  coDlmuetloa, 
this  refusal  to  quit  th«  land  o(  tneir  c&ptivity.  when,  during 


that  cnptivitv,  so  many  had  ycftmed  and  wept  when  they 
"  KtDombeiea  Zion."     \  et,  that  it  was  so,  nitd  that  the  return 
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to  Judea  was  by  no  means  general,  is  a  c<)rivincinE  proof  to 
na  that  the  utiiverMii  restoration,  of  which  every  ptoph«t 
QjeakB,  it  ttili  to  be  j'ulfiUed. 

I  The  chronolog}',  nay,  the  rery  penonagcs  of  the  evente  wo 
ate  about  to  re^rd.  as  i<leiitified  with  those  flonnshing  at  the 
Mme  period  in  Profane  History,  are  so  entangled  aud  confuaed^ 
that  a  clear  elucidation  ih  im])o»nb1c.  Not  only  do  Jewish 
sod  Chnsttan  cbTOnolosy  ditTi^T  as  to  iintioaat  dates,  but  alao 
amount  themaelTes.  JonephuM,  follDwintf  the  arroHRCinciitA  of 
the  Bible,  places  the  history  of  Esther  c^fl^  the  booKS  of  bra 
and  Ndiemifth.  In  the  Jewish  calendar,*  Other's  beins  made 
anecB  and  saving  her  people  takes  place  nx  years  after  Cyrus's 
dacree  for  the  rctiirn  of  tno  Jews  ;  sixteen  or  eighteen  oofor* 
tile  building  at  the  liocond  temple  and  the  departure  of  Ezra ; 
and  thirty  boforc  the  rebuildiiij  of  the  valu  by  Nehemiab. 
The  chronology  at  the  end  of  Bagster's  ComprehenBive  Bible 
rather  favours  Uiis  opinion — only  differing  in  r«gard  to  the 
departure  of  Eera,  which  he  states  to  have  taken  place  only 
one  year  after  Esther's  acceeaion,  five  before  Haman  s  plot,  aud 
thirteea  before  the  petition  of  Nehemiab.  Milmau,  in  hia 
History  of  the  Jew.*,  and  Gleig,  in  bin  Hi^toty  of  the  Bible,  again 
differ:  the  former  agreein;^  with  the  authorities  alr^y 
qnoleu,  in  pWin^  tliu  migrution  of  the  Jews  uodtr  Ezra,  a/Uf 
WM  acccMiod  of  Esther  \  aud  the  latter  agreeing  with  JosophiUh 
ia  Dlacin^  him  bifor«  it. 

Now,  in  alluding  to  the«e  differing  authorities,  let  tt  be  rfr- 
memWred,  that  we  do  not  iatorfere  at  all  with  the  grand 
qncetiou  at  issue  belween  Jews  and  GhrLgliana,  vii, :  tho  cor- 
rect data  of  the  creation  of  the  world ;  the  one  placing  it 
8760,  the  other  400-1  before  the  Christian  cra.+  The  Jew  has 
demonstration  of  hia  correctness  quite  sufficient  to  satisfy 
If,  and  prevent  all  adoption  of  the  Christian  sopposition. 


*  B]r  B.  il.  Lindo,  Em], 

t  Btid  thMo  kra  ill>t>ut«il :  Tbo  Snourilaa  P«nUleuoh  uaMti  the  d*l« 
at  Uw  OTMtloD  (o  be  4TUD  B.C.  ',  tb*  Soptuagint,  SU73  ;  Scalinr,  39G0  ; 
PsIkTliM,  SBS*  ;  Dr.  HhIm.  1411  ;  th«  TftlmudliU,  SSIt  (t)  Sm  not*  to 
SSfMtr'*  C«npi«hou>l>*  Sibia,  p.  1S3B. 
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I  LrritM.  lit 

taor  nbDi^ 
of  wUA 

ttst  taliUB, 

tha  tinni   tin 

the  high 

Mttinff  n 

'  BBd  BHVnilg 

^^,  Om gJitwiif  «f  tk* ftMt  of  tke  taberud^ 
,  aad  aO  a*  faiM»  oftfe  Lord ;  a  the  Mooed  ]M 
I  to  him^  tai  tlw  «eaid  moath,  tht  sokan 
>  if  ^  tank  with  ibiKtuc  md  with  jor,  moM 
with  the  ■owakg  «  tkm  «h»  yet  ratMoilMnd  dw  Int 
iMOMor  the  Lord,  "ao  that  the  pea^eoolil  aot  diaoeni  tin 
Miw  of  the  ■boot  of  joy  fton  the  aume  of  tha  meping  of 
the  Vtotte.'  In  the  fearth.  we  have  the  minfal  hindnnce  of 
tha  bdWhw  bjr  the  adTczaaiiea  of  the  Jeire— their  letter  te 
AlMMorak  idnf  oT  Ptraia  and  the  raj^  prohibitioa  to  oon- 
tiiMM  the  MtiUiag  of  the  tenple,  believing  it  detrimeDtal  to 
tin  Paniao  poiver,  br  giring  too  much  tmvf  into  the  biwdl 
of  tha  Jem.  TIm  Ahuaenifl  of  the  sixth  veree  of  this  barth 
4')in{>(4tr,  u  Rvidentljr  Cuab^reea,  aon  and  succcssnr  of  Crnu— 
iti>t  liui  Ahiwtienu  uf  the  time  of  Esther.  In  profane  history, 
we  aiw  tolil  that  ho  did  not  openir  reroke  tne  edict  of  hu 
father  Cjrrtu ;  bat  grcatljr  frustrated  ita  uxecutJoD,  l^  maar 
win<»yADC<a  levelled  iigainst  the  Jews.    Thi*  undetfaaad  Um 


worldnfi  in  implied  in  the  vene  befora  ur,  wtiich  merely 
Botilitjiiit  Uiu  writiiifc  tn  the  king  an  aoca«atiaii  iLguiii.-»l  th«  in- 
babitanu  of  Judab  and  Jpriiitnlem. 

Tha  ArtaxorxcK  of  the  uvxt  vcntt-  i»  not  Uie  wudi;  eoveraign, 
bat  the  SiDonlis  of  iirofnoe  hixtoTy,  the  brother  and  suct'essar 
of  CambyMt) ;  who,  not  satiiifu'd  nith  secretly  fnistrHtint;  the 
buildiog  uf  the  totnple,  openly  revoked  the  dvgreo  of  CyniB, 
and  Ecnt  such  letters  to  tho  advcTsaries  of  thr:  Jows,  as  to 
niaka  them  "  go  up  in  haste  to  JcniE&lciD,  and  the  Jews,  and 
made  them  to  cease  br  force  and  pumcr."  "  Then  ceased  the 
vork  of  the  house  of  God,  which  is  in  Ji-nisalem  ;  so  it  coosed 
VDtil  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  Darius  king  of  Peisia." 

This  tallies  exactly  with  the  dat«s  and  names  of  profane 
iiy.  Smerdia,  suspected  to  be  an  impoater,  was  dethronetf 
and  murdered,  and  Darius  llystospea  elected  in  bb  Toc»n. 

In  tJi>e  reign  of  Darius,  we  find,  by  the  iifth  cba{iter  of  Ezra, 
ihe  ptopbet^  Haf;^,  Zecbariah,  and  Iddo,  prophesying  to 
the  Jews  that  were  in  Judah  and  Jerusalem  :  and  etioouruged 
bjr  this  mnnift^Htation  that  tJie  stiirit  of  the  Mod  of  Israel  waa 
soil  at  work,  S&ruhliaUtt  and  JeAhna  »r>;i-(l  and  lielpvd  tho 
pwplu  again  to  .u-t  forward  the  work,  iliiircK>tr<ling  even  tho 
threatening  uue.<tioiii«  of  Tatnai  and  Shcthar-lxixnai ;  and 
"  the  oyo  of  tticir  Uod  wut  upon  the  eldere  of  the  Jcwm,  that 
thqr  abould  not  oeaae  till  the  mnttcr  came  bcforo  Darius."  A 
letter  was  conset^uentlv  Mrrittcn  to  tho  king  by  Tntnia  and  his 
eompsnions,  statmg  all  that  had  passed  between  them  and  the 
Jews,  and  concluding  by  entreating  the  king  to  let  search  be 
made,  "  whetlier  indeed  it  be  so,  that  a  decree  was  mode  of 
Cyrus  the  king,  to  build  this  house  of  God  at  Jerusalem,  and 
let  the  kioK  nuud  his  pleasure  to  us  concerning  this  matter." 
It  is  clear  from  the  wonia  of  this  letter  that  some  time  had 
el^isec!,  and  diver?  kin^s  intervened  since  the  decree  of  Cyrus; 
the  tone  is  diifeient  to  that  in  which  Bishlam,  Mithredath, 
•nd  otlmra  addressed  Smi^rdis — more  conciliating  and  enquiring 
—not  the  detenoioed  opposition  of  the  previous  appeal.  The 
letter,  titouuli  written  by  their  adveraaries,  served  llie  Jews  aa 
fally  aa  if  tfiey  had  appealed  to  the  king  themselves. 

In  the  sixth  chapter,  we  find  that  Darius  did  make  the 

uiute  search  for  the  decree,  which  was  found,  and  m  fully 

noed  the  statement  of  the  Jews,  that  Darius  instantly 

imulgated   another  decree,   not  only  continuing   that  of 

,  out  commandiug  the  adreraari^  of  tha  H«Ik«.'«&  ^a 
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let  the  worh  of  tbU  bouse  of  God  alooe,  so  Ui&t  the  Jcwt  ud 
their  gon-moTS  migbt  build  it  m  the  place  appointed :  tad 
t"'  give  them  help  in  forwudiug  the  work,  luid  in  aJl  tbit 
tliey  needed  for  aacriGce,  etc  lliat  he  wbo  liiodered  it  sbotid 
be  baoKed  on  timber  taken  from  hi*  dudltiiK,  aocl  his  bmn 
be  made  s  dungfaill ;  "And  the  God  that  Bath  cansed  Ha 
name  to  dwell  there,  deKLru}-  nil  kiiif^  uni  people  that  ah«H  pot 
their  hniidji  to  alter  and  i]e«tro7  tus  hotue  of  God,  whteb  ii 
ID  Jerunleo).  I,  Dariut,  bare  made  a  decree — let  it  be  dm 
with  Bpcod." 

A  decree  pcrODptory  as  this  was  of  ooorae  prodiietiTO  cf 
good.  The  building  progressed  raindlr  :  the  elders  bring  ibH 
more  encouraged  bv  toe  pri}i>h(>8viQg  of  Haggai  andZcchariah: 
— "  And  they  builded  and  tiDiabed  it  according  to  the  cum- 
mandment  of  the  God  of  Israel,  and  acooidiiig  to  the  decree  ^ 
Cynia  and  Darius,  and  Artaxerxes,  kingi  of  Persia."  lW 
Artaxenee,  though  not  reigning  at  the  time  <if  the  event  ban 
recorded,  ie  introduced  hy  Eura,  the  writer  of  the  book,  il 
G^itiipliment  to  the  &vour  he  erer  showed  the  Hebrews ;  and 
thix  Artaxerxeii  it  is,  wlio  L),  in  oU  probability,  the  AhagncM 
of  the  book  of  lather, 

The  n-niainik-r  uf  the  sixth  chapter  is  devoted  to  the  ngokni 

of  tlio  chililrcu  of  Israel,   on  occnetoD  of  the  dedicatioDW 

their  t«mpk-,  the  building  of  wbtch  was  oompteted  in  tbt 

sixth  yi>ar  of   King  Danns's  reign  ;    their  offerines ;   tbc 

ejitabliahineDt  of  their  priests,  "  os  it  is  written  in  too  botk 

of  MofKs;"  the  solemn  cclebratioD  of  tbe  Passover  "sevw 

.  da)**  with  joy" — for  they  had  been  purified  from  the  filthinea 

KHpf  the  hcallien,  and  the  "  Lord  had  made  tliem  joyful,  toii 

rturned  the  heart  of  tbe  king  of  Assyria  unto  them,  to  strengthra 

[their  bands  in  tlie  work  of  the  bouse  of  God,   the   Qod  ef 

lunel." 

So  concludes  the  sixth  chapter  of  the  book  of  Exm  :  aad 
between  tbnl  and  the  seventh,  a  period  of  soow  yean  nwt 
I  have  elapsed.  Dnrius  reigned  thirty-six  ^eisrs ;  Xesxas,  win 
aiMceedod  him,  twclrc  ;  and  it  was  not  till  tike  serenth  yssr 
of  Artamxcs,  coosequontly  forty-nine  aft<.'T  the  completion  ef 
building  of  the  temple,  tlist  Etn  obtained  porattnoo 
^  the  king  to  go  up  to  Jerusalem,  armed  with  the  rays) 
tition  of  a  decree  in  favour  of  the  Hebrews,  and  Ifat 
ling  of  the  city,  already  prumulgated  by  his  pr 
Cyrus  and  Darius. 
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In  tliis  intcTTAl  it  appcnra  then,  iDn«t  probable,  that  th« 
veiito  rr<»)rilp(l  in  the  liook  of  EsthiT  tooK  nloce.  Whether 
'  «c  bolkrc  tli«  Ahsmcrui  so  cloocly  coimeuttiu  witb  her,  to  be 
tho  tjrritnt  Xcixcs,  aooordii^  to  MtlmaD'H  view  of  hie  character, 
or  Artiucerxea  Longimnnus,  according  t"  JoitephuH  and  other 
comiuentatora  ;  still  the  period  of  these  eventa  remains, 
unalterably,  betuccn  the  six  and  aevoatli  chapters  of  Ewa,  as 
we  have  siaud  before. 


E8THBR. 

IE8TI0X8    AS     TO     THH     lOENTITr     OP    TKK    AUASDBKUS    OF 
SdtlPTOKB,   AXD  DATE  OP  UtS   ROYAL   FEASTS,    STQ. 

IccoBoiKO  to  the  erente  of  profane  hiitti>ry,  a  jwriod  of  tixt^- 
'three  jenrt  must  have  olapaed  between  the  decree  of  Cyrtu  for 
the  returu  of  the  Jews,  and  the  accc«ion  of  Artaxonccs  Lougi- 
DtlQiu.  In  the  Jewish  calendar  we  find  only  six.  How  this 
dtspari^  can  ever  be  nsooncilcd,  wo  know  not,  and  must  leave 
it  to  wiser  heads  than  our  own ;  BufEcc  it,  that  the  events 
narrated  in  the  fir&t  six  cliaptirrs  of  Ezra  must  have  covered  a 
longer  interval  than  ax  years ;  but  on  such  a  subject  our 
readers  must  search  and  jud^  for  themselves :  we  offer  no 
opinion  to  be  adopted  as  toe  n^ht  one,  and  will  willingly  and 
thankfully  receive  any  comoaunicatiou  iikely  to  elucidate  this 
dii&cult  point. 

That  the  events  of  Esther  took  place  q/ier  the  decree  ol 
Qynu  is,  however,  a  tmth  on  which  there  can  be  no  dispute ; 
■sd,  whatever  number  of  years  may  have  elapsed  since  the 
Mnnimon  to  return  to  Jerusalem,  it  is  equally  clear  that  an 
mnieDM  number  of  the  Hebrews  yet  remained  scatt«red  over 
tiie  lum  dominions  of  Ahssuems,  which  we  are  told  "  ex- 
tended from  India  even  unto  Ethiopia,  over  a  hundred  and 
sevou  and  twenty  provinces,"  includinij,  of  oountc,  Persia  and 

Joumg^  these  was  a  Jew  of  ooble  deaoent,  Mordecai  by  namei 
*Ben^uute  by  tribe;  consequently,  not  one  of  the  Ten  Tribes; 
'Wt  tn  the  two  who  had  faithfully  adhered  to  the  royal  boose 
ef  Judab.  In  direct  compliance  with  the  law  of  Moses,  which 
)ud  expreaely  commended  the  &theiless  to  the  cam  »{  ^^uio. 
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ooiintnmien,  Mordecai  lud  brought  ap,  aa  his  own  child,  Est! 
or  Hwuauh,  the  orphM  d«ignt«r  of  bla  unel«,  ju*a  ta 
nitfa  horiRaneBtabli^m«ntBOCording  to  bian&kin  "Shi 
the  palace;"  DKaQlog  the  city  which  was  the  ataal 
of  tfic  king. 

In  the  third  yew  of  Ahssoenu,  the  dty  of  Shoahu 
thiown  into  *  fennent  of  excitement  by  the  royal  fautB  i 
^ike  to  princes  &nd  ooblea,  ftod  to  all  the  people,  aod  b 
nrenil  moothjf.  The  princes  of  the  ]trarinces  were  present,  tp 
whom,  we  uc  told,  in  the  scriptural  record,  all  the  ricli»  irf 
his  glorious  kingdom,  and  tltc  honour  of  his  excellent  tnajeitf, 
were  laviahly  di^Uyed.  And  Uus  exciteoH-nt  woa  followed  ^ 
inother, — th«  boDLthmeiit  of  Queen  Vubti  from  ber 
eet&(e,  and  proclamation  made  throughout  the  proTincii 
all  the  fair^t  maidens  were  to  be  ^hered  toovther 
Sbnshan  the  palace,  frum  n^hom  the  king  might  sueot  a  qa 
in  the  place  of  Vashti.  I'be  extmoe  bam^  of  Esther,  mham 
ver>'  n&me,  iu  P<Tn)i]Uj,  eisnifies  a  ttar,  of  course  attracted  thi 
ntlentioQ  of  tlte  king's  omccrs,  and  she  also  "  waa  brought  nslD 
the  kitiK's  hou&e,  to  the  custody  of  Hegat,  the  keeper  of  tfa> 
women. 

That  thu  distinction  was  more  painful  than  plcaaiog,  both 
to  Mordecai  and  Rither,  we  cannot  for  a  moment  doubt :  the 
fonner,  whoso  unwavering  faithfulnns  to  his  religion  has  matted 
him  amongst  the  most  deserring  and  distinguished  of  on 
aucestoie,  wns  not  likely  to  bare  eonniTed  at  a  union  for  Irii 
adopted  child  wbicli  muft  prevent  her  strict  adherence  to  bM 
ftUher's  faith.  That  Bother  hcnwlf  was  equally  rcpugnut,  *• 
hare  the  authority  of  the  oldct  Jewish  writcis ;  if  her  pr^er 
iu  the  Apocrypha  bo  written  by  them.  That  the  Apocmhi 
is  nof  dinne,  we  are  quitv  awuv^  bot  as  the  wriwn  octiM 
Talmud  do  not  disdain  to  quote  from  the  "Wisdom  of  Solomon' 
aa  a  good  moral  essay,  lut  as  diTtoe,  we  may  perhapa  be  ptf^ 
mitted  to  regard  the  tvmaining  chi^iteis  of  toe  book  of  Estbtr 
in  the  same  light  ]  as  an  enlaigement  or  oommentary  on  lU 
Bible-record  of  the  same  events;  BOttliatMordecai  and  Esther 
reaUy  did  nae  the  words  of  prayer  which  are  there  put  ints 
tbeb  mouths ;  but  as  a  retlectiOQ  of  the  q>imona  of  our  old 
writeiB  on  Hm  subiect. 

To  resist,  or  twue  oompttanee,  wonld  of  ooaree  have  been 
vain :  and  we  6nd  Brtber  winning  sncb  ngand  from  Hegsi, 
that  be  afaowed  to  her  more  kindness  and  lopeet  than  to  any 
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Other  of  bet  oompantons.  Be&aty  alone  could  not  hare  dou« 
ttiis :  for  to  tovelina'a  in  all  its  varieties  he  had  no  doubt  boeu 
•ficuttomed.  But  the  cultivated  iutellect,  tiie  sjtiritual  graces, 
of  the  HebreiT  voman,  which  m  marked  her  Buperiority  over 
tbe  feiaate«  of  ever)-  other  natioii,  guvt  to  the  mere  perishable 
beauty  of  &ce  aad  form,  au  interest  and  a  cliarm  unlike  every 
other  1  ondchisitiras  wiiich  wo  powerfully  attracted  the  regard 
of  Hegai,  and,  in  due  time,  th«  devoted  love  of  the  king. 

Some  time  (probably  two  or  three  years)  muitt  have  elapaed 
between  fisthcra  botog  taken  from  her  adopted  fathur'H  c«r« 
and  her  public  proclamation  as  queen.  It  was  in  the  third 
year  of  Ahamenu  that  Vashti  waa  dethroned,  and  not  till  the 
aerenth  that  Esther  was  raised  to  the  royal  dignity  in  her  stvad. 
Doling  this  interval  "  Esther  had  not  showed  her  people,  nor 
her  kindred :  for  Mordccai  had  charged  her  thnt  she  »boiild 
Dot  dow  it  — a  charge  which  appeare  to  uh  Bomowhat  strange 
and  irreci>ncilable  witli  the  constancy  and  dignity  evinced  by 
2Iordecai,  and  at  a  time  that,  though  captives  in  a  strange 
laud,  concealment  of  their  peculiar  tenets  was  not  neG«Bsai]r 
for  tneir  safety.  But  if  this  part  of  his  conduct  be  incom- 
.  pn-hen.iib1e,  or,  at  least,  unsatisfactory,  not  so  is  the  paternal 
olTection  wtiich  ia  so  forcibly  betrayed  in  the  simple  words, 
"  And  Mordecw  walked  every  day  before  the  court  of  th* 
women'fl  house,  to  know  how  I^tner  did,  and  what  would 
lieoome  of  her,"  Hi.i  child  was  rv'moved  from  under  his  own 
sjv,  bat  hU  watchful  love  «ras  with  her;  and  Etfther  must  have 
Ml  ootnforted  in  tlie  consoiousness  that  he  waa  near  her — his 
thonghtD  and  ofleotions  witit  her  stilL 

And  coulil  she  need  confort,  surrounded  as  she  was  with 
Bbato  and  luxury  T  AUis !  these  are  not  the  ingrcdieit*  of 
bspmnesH.  Either  had  been  brought  up  with  the  greatest 
tenderness  from  her  earliest  years  ;  from  the  situation  of  lier 
people,  perhaps,  educated  with  even  more  than  usual  care  in 
tier  lather's  faith.  Her  afTccUons,  habits  ossodations,  all  were 
confined  to  the  house  of  her  childhood — the  father  of  her  love^ 
Was  it  Dothiug,  then,  to  he  torn  from  all  these  by  an  imjierioua 
mandate,  and,  at  a  moment's  warning,  debarred  from  the  exer- 
dse  of  her  faith,  compelled  to  worship  only  in  her  own  young 
heart,  with  no  friend  near  to  strengthen  aod  to  guide  ?  Even 
tbe  veiT  idea  of  boeomiog  queen,  nad  she  been  one  likely  to 
be  daxxled  by  so  hi^'h  a  oignity,  must  have  been  fraught  with 
tarai  when  slie  recollected  the  fate  of  her  predecesaoc. 
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nooglito  I3n  then  wen  qaite  mfickot  tn  lure  eload 

t  the  bwt  isd  Biiikct  of  fiAhar,  and  nodcnd  Ifaa  change  in  her 

[cartUjr  lot  onn  aad  thui  joroos.    Bat,  from  the  fitwor  *be 

tlie  baojancy  of  yoaUi  too  ma  bet  own,  and  the  ¥07  naiect 
and  ngard   vhich    Ae    reoeiTed    from    Hegai,    nint  Mi« 
flieiigtbened  her  to  continue  the  same  eonne  of  moek  nh- 
I'auaDOO  and  tnuting  hope. 

I     Ber  ODambitioiu  qiuit  and  modcat  nntlencM,  w*  infor  t«m 

[  Waakiflg  nothinc  bit  what  the  ebaaiMrhun  ai^toiaiod.    Yvt 

*  lib»  kiuK  loved  Btther  above  all  the  woomo.  atid  aba  fimad 

gnot  and  faronr  in  bit  nsht ";  and  "  be  aet  the  loyaJ  cnn 

■pon  ber  b«ad,  and  made  her  qneen  tnstoad  of  TaihtL    Thm 

[no  king  mndu  a  great  featt  unto  all  bi>  pnneoa,   aod  Ut 

[■nranla,  even  Erthn^a  Itaat ;  and  ha  made  a  r»liat§  to  tit 

tpnmiuft,  and  gate  gi/U.  aoondinf  to  the  atata  of  the  king." 

I     'Hiiswaa  in  the  seventh  ycarof  Abaniarw^  and  it  wna  m  tht 

^■vrcnth  of  Ariazerxcs  tliat  Efera  obtained  peniusaioa  to  go  19 

I  Baboon  to  Jeniaakm  witb  a  now  decree  aathoriains  tM 

m  of  all  the  Jew's  who  wi^«d  it,  and  graotiQs  grnlv 

pririlegee  to  them,  and  mote  lavish  gifts  than  anj  Icing  hal 

yet  bestowed. 

Now,  if  this  Artaxerxea  of  Ezra  be  the  Ahonwrua  of  fiitl»r, 
thb  event  taltin  exactly  with  the  "releaBe  to  the  i>roviDoii 
.  and  the  Kift«  made  according  to  the  Btat«  of  the  king,"  (f 
which  we  Dave  jo^t  read.  Esther's  parentage  and  faith  wen; 
indeed,  not  yet  disclosed;  therefore  tbb  favour  to  Ena  wat 
ntrt  w>  much  owing  to  her  inflnence,  ad  to  llic  ^fracious  otooj 
and  miiitificcnt  rejoicing,  with  winch  the  king  greeted  btr 
aonatiion  an  hu  queen. 

The  very  wortU  of  Eira,  "  Blceaed  be  the  Lord  God  of  our 
Fathers,  which  ha«  pat  soeh  a  thing  as  this  into  the  ktngi 
heart,  to  beautify  the  house  of  the  Lord  whteh  is  in  Jerusalen; 
4Qd  hath  «xt«n()c<l  mercy  unto  me,  before  the-  king  aaa 
hia  connsellont,  and  before  all  the  king's  mighty  ixiuocal' 
,  Imply  that  hie  request  was  made,  and  permission  aoootded, 
during  some  mat  public  r^oicing,  and  in  presence  of  all  tbt 
king's  counsellon  and  mighty  prinoea,  And  thus,  it  is  in 
exact  agrannent  witli  the  feasts  and  rejoicii^  whtcii  Ahasnarot 
I  gave  unto  all  his  princca  and  serranta,  whei]  uther  was  acknow* 
fcdged  quern.* 

*ira  rml  In  Km,  iKat  il  wm  la  Uw  fint  uonUi  Em  tmamniM  Ut 


r  was  daring  the  Rjoioiagi  ftttcodiiiff  the  cboice  of  Bithi-r 
•8  quccQ,  tliat  It  ai>iie&r3  most  probable  thnt  Murji.icai  obbkined 
that  aito&tion  in  tne  royal  houitetiold,  vrbicii  i«  implied  by  bis 
sitting  at  the  kiuK'ii  Kat«.  Whikt  oiTice  it  wiw,  does  not  appear. 
But  he  evideotly  liaa  not  occupied  it  before  ;  perferrin^  to  re- 
muQ  in  diciiified  retirement,  wt  cniLbliug  him  more  stnctljr  to 
att«iid  fk  the  ordiuancea  ud  requiremcDts  of  his  faith.  Aneo- 
tioii  AuA  anxiety  for  Bitber,  was  without  doubt  the  re^l  iu- 
ccDtive  u>  this  clunge  in  liis  life.    We  li&ve  atieady  read  of  hia 


J4MnMjr>  Mid  th«  fitih  whon  h«  nrrinil  in  Joniiilflin,  "  wliiah  vm  in  Um 
MNoln  *■»  of  Uia  king  i"  anil  in  Eitlier.  that  it  wu  th>  tenth  mooth 
wbmt  Aumotuii  fint  nuula  bar  <(ui»a.  in  th<  HVonth  you  of  hia  retga,  bat 
tllN  dAw  Dot  proira  tlint  Exr»'a  ntiim  to  Jcruuiloni  looK  plw»  bt/iri  Ibc 
•ti  «r  Eallier.   W«  will  andmreur  to  mftko  our  mokninK  moro  alttloot : 


•QIwm  ViMoria,  w«  nil  know,  woendod  tba  thrana  of  Eogluid  In  1M7,  oit 
IhaSntb  of  Jnna,  whioh  im,  aoDnting  bjllio  nlar  mootlw,  thtnjifA  moalh  ion 
Um  Iftlli  of  Junn.  1H43.  th«tvR>r«.  (haaiitond  ih*  ••ronlli  yatr  of  bsr  rclsn. 
la  lb*  (•otli  inunth,  wliidli  i<  Odotifr,  1343,  wa  rMd,  iImI  an  iniatrMtion 
(oak  pbuM  in  Bnr«1nnii.  In  tlia  lint  month,  ooranl  with  Janaarf,  IR14, 
Ifc*  dpaniah  Corlaa  wh  di»olvad  ;  and  in  tha  5(th  month,  which  wu  Maf, 
1841,  MOChgrrvKwInlion  at  Unroalona.  Now,  all  theia  aventa  tonk  ptaca 
ia  tba  aixmrt  gtar  of  Quean  Viotoria'a  rgiso  ;  but  the  rrsnl*  of  the  Qnt 
k*d  iha  fifth  manthi.  oenurrcirl  after  ihai  m  tho  (ciUA ;  and  in  ciaully  the 
■una  mtnucr.  EtiliL-r'i  iioti»non  u  qiisaiL  and  Ktra'i  miKntioa,  might 
bMh  hava  takan  yAtm  in  the  anvcDth  yur  of  Af Uu«rx«>,  aod  yot  tk«  cTsat 
of  tlie  tenth  moalh  aocar  be  Iota  that  of  tha  (bit  and  fifth.  Taboth  waa 
tha  laiii'i  iiiiiiilh  :  in  the  toallTO  raio1olD|[<  which  fallawad,  butlnf  aaT^ial 
waakf.  u  vaa  th*  eiulooi  of  Rojal  amoMnMnta,  ami  In  tlia  protonca  of  th* 
pritma  and  oouuatUara,  Em  mad*  hia  ra<|a«(l,  ancourajtad  by  the  rclaaa* 
ffwn  la  all  tba  proTinoaa.  In  Ninn,  which  la  Iho  Bn(  monlh,  bla  pra- 
piwMioDa  baicg  oom]>l>tnl,  anil  tha  Jcwa  withing  to  dapart  oolliiolad  ts- 
l^tbar.  ha  aat  off  OiO  hit  jouniny,  »nd  in  the  fifth  month,  which  la  Ab,  ha 
arrived  in  Judea;  anil  aliil  it  inii-ht  tw  ill  in  the  levotitb  y«ar  of  ArtttMixati 
gnntinil.  which  ti  moit  pruhnhlc.  Iliat  ibat  moaaroh  uoended  tha  thrMH^ 
•Ithar  In  tba  ailth,  aaranlh,  or  aiahtli  month.  Thit  la  of  cnnna  AitMiog 
wllh  1^  J««rllb  MhauUr,  whlcili  make*  isTonUen  ycnn  clapaa  botWMII 
BillMr'*  b^nic  mnda  qoean  and  tlia  dciiailure  of  Bara ;  but  Ihen,  who  it 
Ibo  AhaaOfrun  of  Etlhor  I  And  who  la  the  Anaierxaa  of  Eira  t  Thejr  i 
onnot  be  the  aina  ptraooii  Joaaphat.  aiialn,  inakae  Xaraaa  the  Ariaiaria*  | 
vadar  whom  Km  and  Nahainiah  go  (o  •TamaalaBi,  and  kaaria  that  lU*^ 
■i^mlion  t*ok  plaoa  btfVn  Ballwr :  tliia  appaan  not  only  bittoriBally  bnl 
Mnptonlly  looorreot.  But  to  reooncila  all  tba  diffaruig  oploiona  ia  inp 
■Ibl*  ;  «•  oniat  laavo  it.  aa  ws  hTtve  nid  bafora,  to  «nr  resdera  to  juds*  I 
Ihmii cil ■  iia .  only  atating  that  the  opinion  wo  hare  advanced  ia  fbnndn  All 
■  eanful  nusrub  of  both  teriyturai  nnd  amimt  hiati>rir.  an  exaiDinaUoQ  «f 
•n  the  oppatlnic  polnta.  aiul  tho  adoption  of  thikt  which  app««ra  meat  ra* 
•OMilable  with  the  narration*  of  both  Profane  Hlatory  and  Uw  W«rd  of 
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wallring  crery  day  before  the  owirt  of  th«  women's  houae    __^ 
know  bow  she  did,  ud  wlut  would  become  of  her ;  utd  hiT 
Mekbe  an  office  in  the  king's  houaebold,  evideiitl)-  pioc«edid 
firom  uw  Bame  affeetiooatt  eauuo. 

TbeM  is  a  digoi^  about  Mordecai,  in  the  nmnle  fact  of  ik 
eonoealins  his  reIatioQshi{i  viiii  the  jietted  and  all-powMfal 
queen  of  Ahasuerua — io  his  pursuing,  undisUirbedlj',  the  mIb 
and  meditative  tenor  of  a  good  man's  way,  which  w«  caaiMl 
Gyl  both  to  rererenoe  and  admireL  It  was  onoagb  for  hin  thai 
he  was  oii«  of  the  children  of  God ;  what  higher  dignity  oooU 
he  have  1 

"  Esther  hnd  not  yet  showed  her  kindri.-'),  nor  her  people,  la 

I  Monlecai  had  charged  lier  :  fur  £V(A«-  did  tJie  eommandmt^ 

'  itorddcai,  Ute  a*  whtn  sht  mw  brought  up  with  Aim." 

tow  eloquently  illuslmlivo  of  hor  sweet  and  gentle  ciuuacUr- 

She  was  of  that  tcmU-r  age,  when  the  mind  and  temper  in 

more  li&blo  In  tukc  the  tmprMsion  of  things  and  oharactan 

around  tbcm,  than  to  remember  aud  act  upon  the  ednoaUw 

|.«nd  impreesious  of  earlier  yeare.    She  had  dmu  two  or  t^M 

JTsars  completdy  separated  from  personal  interooarae  with  bar 

tftdopted  ttther.    one  had  received  nothing  but  i»4uLgeneet 

hraa  tiaaslated  &om  a  lowly  and  retired  home  to  be  toe  «>1* 

I  BoaaaMor  of  a  monarch's  love,  and  the  sharer  of  a  migh^  Idog- 

do«n — surrounded  by  luxu^  and  adulation  :  and  yet,  ao  oo- 

changed  was  her  gentle  mind  and  lonng  hi-art.  that,  in  lur 

hifl^  estate,  she  did  "  the  commandment  of  Mordecai,  as  dU 

had  done  in  her  childhood  aud  hor  youth  "    The  f^ith  of  b« 

fathers  was  the  snfc^ard  :  for  strangi-rs  and  heathens  wen 

around  her:  the  plt-asurcs  proffered  were  all  tinctured  wii 

earth  aud  time,     in  the  spiritual,  the  deathless,  part  of  hei 

nature,  the  youthful  Esther  was  alone.  How  petssTeriugly  aod 

religiotialy  muat  Moidecai  have  trained  her  infant  years,  thai 

even,  in  this  utter  lonelinees,  she  could  yet  have  rtradfwfly 

,  tiodden  the  one  ntraiKht  path:  and  never  wavered  in  hor  doty, 

Mther  to  her  i^uariliau  or  her  uod. 

So  some  fen  yean>  passed  on,  the  exact  nomWr  we  caaaot 
Moertaiu  from  the  widely  diflcring  olironologtctM.  During  thai 
interval,  a  conspiracy  had  been  faruied  agaiiwt  the  kins  by  tn> 
pf  his  cnambvrliuns,  which  becoming  kuowa  to  HottucaL  hi 
iinpart4.-d  it  to  Ettber,  and  by  her  it  was  "oertafied  to  the  aoig 
ill  Mordccai's  name."  Inquisition  was  made  into  the  mattK 
aud  the  facts  being  discovered,  the  plottcra  were  haoj^ed,  au 
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aeoonnt  written  iii  the  clirntiicles  of  the  Per^nd  Viag*. 
TIm  instru mentality  of  Mordwiii  Kpiieani,  howewr,  to  Imvs 
bem  entirely  forgotten,  tli»iiE(h  doubtlea  Ifatiwr'*  influcnci.^  ia- 
ciBMcd.  Hm  be  ooini!  forwivnl  luiii«olf  ifith  his  important  dis- 
TOviry.  he  wonld.  no  doubt,  have  »t  once  reccircii  the  lionours 
Bftonr^nljt  beeCoffod ;  but  he  heeded  them  not,  and  the  wliole 
affair  sunk  tntu  oblivion  with  regnrd  to  man,  but  not  to  la  th# 
Divine  economy  <)f  Ood. 

"  Aftw  these  thingB,"  vc  arc  told  in  Scripture,  which  is  a 
tRin«l«*ys  Kgaifying  some  lapse  of  time,  the  e.ialt&tion  of 
Hmmw  took  puce,  mised,  through  the  favour  of  the  kinc;, 
ttbove  ftU  the  princes  that  were  with  him,  the  royal  houaehold 
Yied  with  each  other  in  doinu  him  r«verence,  such  being  the 
command  of  the  king;  but  "  Moniecai  bowed  not,  nor  dia  him 
rvrerence."  He  who  neither  aeekn  nor  cares  for  lirabitiouji  ad- 
Tnooement  and  earthly  honours  himself,  ackmiwlectttei  them 
not  in  othertL  Hamati,  aUo,  Ha8  an  A^^aftite,  or  Amalekite, 
oDe  of  the  tdolAtroun  naiionH  whow  ini'iuitiet*  weru  «uch  ns  to 
demand  the  #I;jiutl  putilnhmont  of  the  Eternal — (in  cm-mv  from 
^e  fint  to  His  people:  and.  therefon-,  the  tuit  raee  of  Iljiraon 
vonld  hare  beea  snffieiont  for  Mi>rdecni  to  reirnin  fri>m  notic- 
ing him.  Bab  even  had  he  b-.-cn  of  different  liuciLgi^,  TJio  laws 
ot  the  Hebrews  strictly  prohibited  &tl  unseemly  vencistion  to 
men  mortal  man,  as  unbefitting  tliow  whose  adontioD  was  to 
be  paid  to  God  alone.  We  do  not,  therefbre,  ab  aU  acne  with 
MifmaD's  au^odtion,  that  it  was  merely  because  they  were 
rivoLi  in  earthly  ambition,  that  Mordecai  refused  to  do  rever- 
enoe  to  Haman.  We  have  already  aeen  that  Mordecai  had  had 
opportaniticM  enough  already  to  aggrandise  hiuD^elf,  but  had 
Begl«ct«d  them  all :  and,  in  fact,  the  word  of  God  itself  farours 
the  iafercnoe,  that  his  reiuon  for  refuiting  to  do  Haman  homage, 
riaply  na,  because  "  he  [Mordecai]  wai  a  Jew."  The  servants 
of  the  king  spake  daily  tnhim,  demanding,  "  Wliy  tranitgreswsb 
tboa  the  king's  commandment  ? "  and  seeing  tliat  he  '  hoark* 
■oed  not  to  tnem,  they  f.old  Haman,  to  see  wfaetbcr  Morducai's 
iBatt«tB  would  stand,  for  ha  had  told  tii«m  that  A«  wot  a  Jfw." 
This  was  a  bold  and  fearless  statement,  exactly  in  acconjanoe 
with  the  character  of  Mordecai  as  already  displayed.  He  had 
made  iio  ahow  of  hia  religion  when  there  was  no  necessity  ao  to 
do ;  but  hia  freely  avowing  it  as  hia  reason  for  recusing  niMliu 
rerennoe  to  a  man,  and  an  Amalekite,  ought  to  cooviooe  u 
Oat  hif  dniring  Bather  to  coneeal  her  race  and  (sdlh  vt*>«»AA(A 
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from  no  unworthy  or  cotrwdl/  motive — howevei  we  mny  fijl 
to  diMOver  «  satisfacUiry  reasoD  why  be  shonld  h*v«  done  m. 

Hamnn,  fnll  of  wrath  that  &nr  one  should  dare  to  bold  lua 
in  conti-mpt — a  wmth  n»  doobt  increnaed,  when  he  betrd 
that  the  bnU)  man  wIhi  did  so  was  a  J«w — one  of  a  despiaed 
and  captire  jpcopic,  deUnnined  <>ii  a  Bi{p»l  nreage.  fhat 
aoaw  oonnectjon  cxuted  between  llonleoni  dm)  E§tber,  was  no 
doabt.8ecretlyeiupoctcdbyhim;  tuattaekHoH«caialone,wi)ald 
therefore  arail  him  little,  as  he  woiild  bo  i>mt«cted  by  the  quML 
*Pbi6  destruction  of  the  «holc  JewF-Uh  people,  if  he  ooola  bat 
imeure  the  king's  conwot,  might  inrolve  Esther  (of  whoae 
inflnence  be  was  very  pcobaUy  jealoas),  as  well  as  the  haled 
Morclecoi ;  and  the  mandate  once  gone  Forth,  aoconling  (o 
the  laws  of  t)i«  Medea  and  Persians,  was,  he  knew,  nnaJteraMt. 

That  notliini;  mi)tht  fail  him,  he  cast  lots,  acoonling  to  tbt 
superstition  uf  hia  age  and  eonntr^,  to  discern  what  month 
would  })t  mrMt  favourable  for  hii  project.  Tbe  lot,  gaided  by 
a  mcTciful  Providenoe,  who  wa«  (wrmitting  the  temporary  at- 
eeodanoy  of  evil  onlv  to  brinf;  forth  permanent  good,  fell  oa 
Adar,  the  last  montn  in  tltc  year.  It  was  then  Nisu,  tbe 
first  month,  and  therefore  twefre  months  intervened  ;  aa  ift- 
terval  dcubtlomly  hailed  by  Haman  as  allowing  the  entire  de- 
struction of  the  Jews,  even  of  those  situated  m  the  remotctl 
province  of  the  empire ;  but  which  was  in  fact  their  Mtlvatian. 

With  consummate  caution  Ilaman  proceeded.  Wotldu 
opoii  the  usual  jealousy  of  the  royal  prerogative,  ho  alludaa 
to  n  certain  people,  who,  dispersed  amongst  all  the  king's  pro- 
tince:^  f»llovred  a  worship  and  I&wa  of  their  own  ;  tlut  it  vai 
bot  to  the  king's  profit  they  should  do  so  ;  insinuating,  m 
doubt,  that  they  were  likely,  from  their  disloyal  practices,  to 

Sm  othcta  also  from  their  lillegiiioce  and  their  gods  :  it  wonld 
wise,  therefore,  to  hare  tnem  destroyed— «nd,  that  tb« 
Idnga  coffer*  should  not  suffer,  the  wily  minister  concluded 
'liiscounscl,  by  a  promise  of  paying  ten  thousand  talents  of 
tdlver  into  the  royal  trcnsurics. 

Tbe  instant  nccordnncc  of  Ahasuerus  with  this  crael  coanael, 
'  giving  into  Hnman's  hand  his  royal  signet  to  do  witJi  tlie 
ople  as  seemed  good  to  him,  certainly  more  renembles  tlw 
'dtwncter  of  the  capricious  Xerses,  than  tlie  mild  and  benevo- 
lent Artaxcrxes  Longimanus ;  but  then,  in  tbe  brief  record  of 
Scripture,  we  can  hardly  know  all  tbe  subtle  connsela  of  a 
jmnistcr  alruidy  liijfh  in  his  maAter's  favour.    The  nobleet  and 
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-Ixst  monarch*  hftve,  »t  um  pcricxl  or  another,  htea  litbte  to 

be  Iwi  hy  evil  raiiiwUtni,* 

Whoever  the  nutimreli.  thus  much  is  certiun.  the  bonibla 
<t«en>e  went  fortli  ovpr  tlic  vast  domuins  of  Ahuuorus,  and 
coKKtiTiintion  ami  iiKJunuiig  took  posBcsrioD  of  the  hapleoi 
pi-opic,  who,  men.  women,  iui<l  little  children,  the  old  and  the 
yuung,  were  comlomned  tn  be  destroyed  on  tno  thirteenth  day 
of  the  twelfth  month,  aivl  att  their  poasesaions  to  become  the 
^mil  of  their  destroyers.  Can  we  imai^De  a  situation  more 
appalling !  To  know  the  fat«  irapcndiiig — each  day,  each 
^ month  tf>  draw  it  nearer — and  vet  to  have  no  power  either 
^ta  resist  or  fly ;  to  feel  tbeniBelvM  hemmed  in  by  destined 
mufderen — meo  wham,  perchance,  they  were  in  the  habit  of 
sMetincc  in  t«rnis  of  kindly  fellotnhip,  turned  into  ruthleaa 
de^troyen,  nimply  from  a  monarch'a  word  1  Yet  such  waa 
one«  the  awful  condition  of  the  Hebrew  people  ;  and  it  waa 
tho  Kt«nial'8  will,  that  by  a  womaWt  in-ttnimetitAlity  they 
•boald  beMved, 

"  When  Hordecai  perceived  nil  that  was  done,  he  rent  hU 
«lothe«,  and  put  on  uckcluth  with  nehrs,  nnd  went  onl  into 
the  midst  of  the  city,  and  cried  with  a  loud  nnd  bitter  cry ; 
•ndcoiiM)  even  before  the  king's  gate:  for  none  niiKlit  enter 
clothed  in  sackcloth.  And  in  every  province,  wbitbenoeveT 
the  king's  commandment  and  his  dccitHi  came,  there  was  great 
mourning  among  the  Jews,  fastins,  and  weeping,  and  wailing; 
and  many  Uy  in  sackcloth  and  aahes." 

Then  was  the  time,  had  Mordccai  been  other  than  wo  assert 
he  was,  for  him  to  have  concealed  hta  religion,  not  by  hia 
pablic  monniing  to  proclaim  that  he,  too.  waa  one  of  the 
doomed.  But  such  was  not  his  conduct.  When  all  was  peace 
ABMMigBt  his  )>eonle,  he  wa^  content  to  remain  in  secluaiou,  to 
practue  and  to  love  hiii  faith,  without  obtruding  it  by  outward 
Apjtearance  of  sanctity  and  bolineHa.  Manv  of  his  brethren 
inif;bt,  perh.YiHi,  in  secret,  have  condemned  bim  as  lukewu'ui 
tn  the  int(-re>it  nf  bis  nation,  or  he  would  long  before  have 
uwde  uw)  of  Esther's  intlui-nce  for  tbeir  peculiar  benefit, 
^'llivy  might,  aud  probably  did  accuse  him  of  scarcely  belonging 

,  W*  iMad  bat  bulADe*  Imbclln  of  Spain,  wto,  ona  of  tb«  mott  doU*, 

'  SBiM  mif  nanimoiu,  ay.  mhI  iikhI  humuic.  alilia  M>K>T*r«lgn  ■»<!  ■  Toman, 

^wa>  fve  pitiusdad  into  ih*  njiuUluii  of  lix  liunijrvil  UinuMiid  ot  li*r  in- 

lUMiit  (abjecuv  ■■  >»  oot,  n«(  ot  policy,  lur  tbac  wm  i^tiiM  \\  twi  Af 
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to  tb«iD ;  bst.  in  the  hour  of  ibeir  ■JBictioo  ud 
ihinj  iMTtwd  difiereDtljr.     He  was  in  rerjr  tntb  aiDoiij 
them ;  and  the  eyoB  (^  «U  tamed  to  him  alooe  for 
guidance. 

lather,  mesnwhile,  had  coottQned  in  the  retireii>rat  of  the 
king's  pwAce :  itiU  his  best  beloved  wife,  vet  retaining  ^ 
the  oSeotioQ  for  her  adopted  father  which  had  chanctciiHJ 
lier  youth.  Tluit  Mordeeai  vaa  veiy  cloady  ootiaeoted  with 
hur  inuKt  have  Wn  generally  uapteteA,  else  we  abould  not 
find  her  maids  aad  her  chamberlains  cnmiag  ha.'itily  tji  i&fom 
her  of  his  strange  proceeding ;  but  so  tgnonnt  were  ther  of 
its  caose,  as  to  excite  in  us  the  mpposition  tliat  his  rcluia^ 
and  that  of  Bsther  alsov  wu  still  not  publicly  known,  TIict 
luercly  montioncd  dut  Mordecsi  was  clothed  in  aackclolh  ua 
aehcs,  aa  io  deep  affliction,  but  made  no  allusion  to  the  decrw. 

"  Bethor  wu  exceedingly  cncved ;  and  she  sent  nummt  to 
clothe  Uordecai,  and  to  take  away  hi«  sUckcloth  Enua  him : 
bat  he  leoetved  it  not."  Yet  still  be  spoke  not  the  canoe  of 
his  grief;  and  Either,  unable  to  follow  the  dictates  of  ha 
own  heart,  to  go  to  hjm  herself,  sent  Ilatach  again  to  faiow 
with  her  royal  comm&Dd,  to  know  what  it  was,  and  why  it 
was  ;  thus  blending  the  dignity  of  the  queen  with  ths 
affection  of  the  chila,  and  compelling  bis  reply. 

His  silence  at  first  might  haw  proceeded  m>m  the  nionieiitll7 
luxitataon,  as  to  whether  or  not  he  should  involw  QrtlMT  i» 
the  danger  of  her  people.  Her  race  and  faith  were  Btill 
unknown  ;  why  should  lio  hctniy  them  at  a  timt-  when  th«n 
betnyal  tlirvatvncHl  death  ?  The  aSoction  of  a  father  might 
have  struggled  with  the  feeling)*  of  tlie  patriot  :  but  en 
Hatoch  returned,  h'm  dicisinn  wiu  miwle  ;  and  imparting  tlur 
deiignB  of  llaiDan,  and  the  decree  which  had  thence  proceede<^ 
wot  n  copy  of  the  writing  to  Estlicr  :  charging  her  to  go  ii 
cnto  the  King,  and  supplicate  him  for  her  people. 

"  2^r  <«■  people" — the  fatal  words  were  said,  and  her  km 
revealed  ;  he  could  not  withdraw  them,  and  the  decree  frtn 
that  moment  equally  extended  unto  her,  as  to  the  hnn 
of  her  brethren.  How  fearful  must  this  intelli^noe 
been  to  the  young  queen  ;  and  yet  more  fearful,  if  _ 
the  alternative  ]>roposed.  We  see  at  once,  that  her 
towards  her  husband  wqa  fear,  not  love ;  by  her  shriiikin 
from  bis  pretence,  unlfc*  c:c]>Te»iJy  called.  The  favour  wit.. 
wltich  she  had  been  regaidea  from  the  first,  would,  had  she 
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1>e«n  t  woBUUi  of  a  bold,  intriguing  spirit,  have  pvta  her  such 
infiuence,  aa  to  obtain  access  to  her  husband  tvliensTer  i&m 
willed  it,  regardlera  of  all  ]av«  to  the  contrary  :  but  even  th« 
impeiuIiDg  and  nide-flpreadiri);  danger  could  not  conquer 
EaUwr's  naturul  terror.  It  seemed  easier  to  let  the  deciue 
piooeed,  and  xhare  the  f&te  of  her  |)eoi)le,  than  call  down  the 
iDoiMKb'a  vratli  by  i»tru>son  into  his  [ire««ncc :  and  the  vcrjr 
few  endears  her  to  ua,  {iroving  that  it  was  no  unnaturally 
endowiHl  heroine,  but  a  ver^-  woman  of  whom  wa  md. 

"Again  £stlicr  »pakc  unto  Hatach,  and  gave  him  com- 
nukdment  onto  Mor<Ii-cai :  All  th«  king's  servantti,  and  the 
people  of  the  kingV  provinces,  do  know,  that  whosooTcr, 
whether  man  or  woman,  shall  come  unto  the  king  into  the 
inner  court,  who  is  not  called,  there  is  one  Ian  of  his  to  put 
him  to  death,  except  such  to  whom  the  Hus  chall  hold  out 
his  gphUn  sceptre,  that  he  may  live :  but  1  have  not  been 
mOm  into  the  king's  presence  these  thirty  days:"  probably 
ua  QDttSual  lapse  of  time,  which,  supposing  a  decrease  of  tJie 
royal  &vour,  naturally  increased  Gather's  sarin  king  repugnance 
{rom  the  taik  proposed. 

But  Mordecai'a  plan  was  already  fixed ;  and  thU  answer 
Wtt  iuatontly  retnnied  :  "Think  not  to  tbysiir  that  tliou 
■bait  escape  in  the  king's  hou^e,  more  than  all  the  Jews.  Pur 
if  tbon  attogether  iKild  tliy  |>eace  at  this  time,  thim  shall 
flnlvgemcDt  and  deliverance  arise  to  tlie  Jev-»  from  another 
plaoe ;  but  thou  and  thy  fallitr'n  houw:  shall  bo  destroyed ; 
tot  who  knowetb  whether  thou  art  come  to  the  kingdom  for 
Koch  a  time  aa  this?" 

Tbom  last  words  give  us  the  solution  of  Mordecni's  ooa- 
fideoce,  alike  In  the  inBncoce  of  Esther,  and  the  eventual 
ddiverance  of  the  Jews.  Ilia  heart,  over  faithful  to  his 
father's  God — over  watchful  to  trace  the  superintending 
Providence  which  guarded  his  people  as  the  ahephetd  his 
flock,  had  solved,  as  by  a  flash  of  licht,  the  mystery  formerly 
Burrounding  him.  lie  knew  now  why,  in  preference  to  every 
other  maiden,  his  prvcious  child  had  been  called  to  that  higo 
estate  which  he  had  mourned,  aa  uniting  her  with  heathens, 
And  dividing  her  sceiiungly  for  ever  from  her  people  and  her 
&ith.  The  btvrnol,  in  His  wisdom  and  Hi.H  mercy,  had  jilaced 
her  there,  tliat  she  miglit  he  the  cboaen  instrument,  in  Hia 
band,  for  the  prtitervntion  of  His  people.  Convinced  of  tills, 
dcq;iOBdeDCy  and  doubt  puscd  from  the  heut  «t  Um&wa^ 
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He  felt  ftlmost  with  «  propli«t's  ceTtain^,  thmt  d«lh«nan 
would  cone  for  liU  people ;  and,  thenfote,  in  wnnb  tlial 
•ounded  almost  alero,  in  their  total  diategftrd  of  «roiatn'i 
frelings,  h«  called  upon  her  to  pcrfoRD  tJie  part  for  whid^  At 
hni  been  raided  to  the  kingdom — to  luteo,  not  to  tlie  ycAetii 
fviir,  but  to  ariw  and  speak,  eUe  would  ahe  henelf  bo  dcBHi>jwd, 
fty,  and  her  rattler's  lionw  (whicli  included  MonlccAi  himnlf), 
aiid  dGlivcmnce  arUe  for  her  people  from  anciihcr  place. 

It  is  evident  that  his  oonfideooe  ext«od«d  not  t«  bc^ 
thongh  with  mci-k  »ubniiiBiTeDenthe  miulcno  fiirtlicr  raaiatMm 
to  her  ftuardian'M  will.  There  m  a  deep  and  moumfttl  meaiuiit 
breatlting  throa^h  her  gcwtic  answer — n  bopeteesnew,  JW 
self-devotion,  which  must  twine  lior  round  our  hearts,  as  uw 
pT'Culiarly  unfitted  for  the  tcniblo  ordcal. 

"  Go,  gather  together  all  the  Jews  that  an  jneMtit  it 
Shushan,  and  fa«t  ye  for  me,  and  neither  eat  nor  arisk  Uun 
daya,  night  or  day  ■.  I  also  and  my  maidens  will  bat  likcwtM ; 
sndao  will  I  go  in  nnto  the  lung,  which  is  not  aeoording  U> 
the  law  :    and  (/  I  perui,  I  ptrM." 

No  uudertaking,  of  wbaterer  nature  it  might  be,  waa  am 
commenced  by  the  Hebrew  nation  without  earnest  prayer  ai^ 
fasting — not  W  the  act  of  fasting  to  obtain  farour  in  the 
ai^ht  of  the  Meroiful  Being  who  has  uo  pleiuurc  in  tha 
nfniction  of  Hist  crealuro ;  but  by  abstinence  from  all  eoi^ 
ponial  enjoyment*  to  give  the  ainrit  asoendaooy  over  the  day, 
and  better  enable  us  to  attain  tnat  perfect  commune  witb  our 
God,  which,  in  periods  of  supplication,  we  so  mach  need. 
Though  in  the  Book  of  Either  only  faating  is  named,  ytt 
«Tidently  prayer  is  uiidentood,  for  to  the  Hebrews  tiie  wit 
was  wholly  useless  without  the  second  ;  and  in  tb^  beuitiCtl 

S raver  written  by  the  author  of  tlw  remaining  chaptcn  of 
btner  in  the  Apocrypha,  wc  read  in  what  light  ner  otutlUUr 
ma  regarded.  We  will  transcribe  it  entire,  entKatiag  0«r 
readers  at  the  same  time  to  remember,  that  we  do  not  rapid 
it  aa  inopired,  and  therefore  as  the  actual  praytr  uaedlqr 
Bitber  on  the  occasion,  but  aimply  as  a  proof  of  tlie  EmUv 
with  which  ahe  was  conndeted  by  the  ancient  writen ;  ain 
that  they  too  supfxned  with  us,  that  her  queeuly  atate  was  a 
matter  far  mate  of  loathing  and  npuguanoe,  toaa  of  ptidt 
and  joy. 

"  And  she  pnycd  noto  the  Lord  Qod  of  Isradt  aayinft  0 
my  Lord,  thou  only  art  oar  King.    /Mp  aid,  itaatatt 
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vAitA  Adtv  no  htlfitr  but  Thn.  For  my  danger  is  in  mine 
bftDfi  From  my  youth  up,  I  have  heard  in  the  tribe  of  mj 
fiUDily,  that  Thou,  0  Lord,  tookest  Israel  from  among  all 
|ieo|ile,  and  our  fathers  from  all  their  predecessOTB,  for  ^  PC'- 
pettial  inberitaiice ;  and  Thou  hast  performed  wkataoerer  Tlioa 
doM  promiae  them.  AekI  uow  we  have  Hiiined  agubst  Thee  ; 
tltercton  bast  Thou  given  ua  into  the  handit  of  our  encmioa, 
because  we  worshipjied  tlic-ir  gods.  0  Luni,  Tliou  art  rightouua. 
NevcrthelcM  it  iwtwfieth  them  not  that  wc  arc  in  bim-r  cap- 
tivity ;  but  th«y  have  stricken  hainU  with  their  idols,  that 
titey  will  abolish  the  thing  thtit  Th<>u  with  Thy  mouth  host 
ordsiDcd,  wid  destroy  Tliitie  inheritance*,  uii<l  stop  the  mouth 
of  tbcm  that  pmisc  Thee,  and  quench  tho  glory  of  Tliine 
bouw,  and  of  Thine  altar;  and  open  the  mouths  of  the 
bealben  to  Mt  forth  the  pr^uMs  of  the  idois,  and  to  magnify  a 
flcsblr  king  for  tstvt.  0  Lord,  give  not  thy  sceptre  unto  them 
tliAt  be  nothing ;  and  let  them  not  laugh  at  our  fate,  bat  turn 
tlieir  device  upon  themselves :  and  malie  him  an  example  tliat 
hath  be^an  this  against  us,  Ilemember,  0  Lord,  make  'J'hyitelf 
JtDown  in  time  of  onr  affliction;  ffiva  nu  boldaett,  0  King  of  th« 
nations,  and  Lord  e/  all  power,  (live  me  riotment  tji^cJi  in 
my  moutA  before  the  Hon  :  tuni  liis  heart  to  Date  hiiu  that 
figliteth  afiurut  us.  that  there  may  be  an  end  of  him,  and  all 
that  are  like-minded  with  hien.  But  deliver  uu  with  Thiiio 
hand,  and  Mv  m«  that  am  detolata,  which  hav»  no  other  i«lp 
b«t  TVw.  Tioa  JtnowMt  alt  lAinov,  O  Lord:  7%o«>  hmmt 
that  I  katt  tk«  glory  of  the  unrimtttnu,  and  abhor  thg  M  ^ 
the  ttncircumcittd  and  ths  heathen.  Thou  knowett  my  necet- 
mty :  /or  I  aMor  the  lign  nf  tav  high  estate  which  it  uoon  my 
head,  and  in  the  daj-s  wherein  I  show  myself,  that  I  anbor  it, 
owJ  that  I  wear  it  not  when  I  am  private  bp  my»t{f.  And 
that  thine  handmaid  hath  not  eaten  at  IJaman'e  table:  and 
that  I  have  not  greatly  eEt«emed  tiie  king's  feast,  nor  drunk 
the  wine  of  drink  otierings.  Neither  had  thine  handmaid 
onyjoy  tince  the  da^i  J  was  brought  hither  to  the  prtemtt,  bvt 
in  f'h^  0  Lord  Ood  of  Abraham.  0  thon  Mighty  Q«d 
above  all,  hear  the  voice  nf  the  /ortant,  and  deliver  ua  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  mischievoas,  and  driver  me  eat  of  my /ear." 
Well,  indeed,  must  the  writer  of  t)i«  above  pray«r  have  bent 
•cquainted  wirh  the  female  heart,  and  cunseiiuL-nLly  with  all 
the  secret  buffering  which  Elther'a  exaltation  oooasioned  her 
iudividually.    Ho  tltougbt  of  ber  own  influenoe — na  tvxkUwr 
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tion  thftt  the  king  loved  her  tbore  all  otben,  ooald  giv«  W 
confidence  sufficieDt  in  hen«l£  Tonglit  from  h«r  youth  ii|i  to 
Kcoguise  the  God  of  Israel  aa  the  Koardiui  of  her  fathen^ 
u  t£a  onlv  Being  who  could  come  ^nrard  to  tiivW  liclp — to 
Him  she  looked  ^one — and  she  could  look  to  Him  with 
mofideDce ;  for  in  the  yean  ah«  had  been  compelled  to  hide 
her  pueatage,  she  had  soazht  Uiio  as  her  oaljr  pleasure  sad 
oolr  coDSolatioo.  She  had  vora  her  crown  because  it  was  I^ 
will ;  but  it  was  but  a  veijiht  and  aadnvst ;  for  in  her  prirate 
houni  it  WM  ever  laid  aside — »he  f^t  dow,  in  her  hour  a( 
intfinso  supplication,  the  full  comfort  at  proviooa  and  ia* 
timat«  cominuuo  with  her  Ood,  and  bor  trombliog  heart  VM 
Bbren^fthencd. 

Some  natures  oonld  not  have  bomo  the  delay  of  three  i^p, 
in  the  fall  anticipation  of  a  trial ;  they  miut  have  soae  at 
once  to  the  king,  or  failed  in  power  to  go  at  all.  Yet  foA 
natnres,  in  a  mere  casual  view,  would  saem  far  strongtr  aad 
bolder  than  Eethei'e ;  ^  and  therefore  demand  aod  obtaia 
greater  admir^ition.  Btit  it  is  the  exquisitely  Jtntiitin*  cbiraeter 
of  Esther  that  is  to  me  her  peculiar  and  touching  ciuurm ;  it 
is  the  stilt  under-curreat  of  deep  feeling,  which  Strays  itseJf 
throughout  her  hiatoiy,  and  which  is  so  peculiarly  wonaD*^— 
the  power  of  uncompUining  endurance-— the  firm  reliance  oa 
ft  higher  and  all-inercifiil  power  for  individual  hapMoen— the 
diamoe  of  all  trust  in  her  own  gifbt  of  benuty  and  eloquence^ 
nnleae  so  blesxed  by  Him  as  to  soften  the  heart  of  the  hat 
towards  hei^-the  oourwe,  Dot  tuUurai,  but  acquired  throogE 
prayer — the  coDquestofher  own  weak  tremblings,  aad  ventue 
of  her  own  life,  for  the  welfare  of  her  people— iuid  this  aot 
the  mere  impuUa  of  the  moment,  but  pondered  on  thno^ 
three  days'  incessant  prayer;  these  are  traits  which  sutSy 
must  rivet  our  interest  and  our  love. 

Clothed  in  unwonted  geargeouBness,  and  radiant  in  her 
extraordinary  V^eauty,  hut  her  heart,  at  tltat  awful  moment 
scarocly  able  to  realUe  the  holy  strength  and  trust  wtiioli 
nrayer  had  tvrought,  on  the  third  day  Esther  stood  in  the 
dreaded  prv^nce  of  the  king :  and  though  uncalled,  mA 
tfaereforv  diitobcdicnt  to  the  law  of  the  Peniaa  Idiigs,  Ged 
gave  her  grace  in  the  monarch's  sight ;  and,  insteAd  of  dis- 
playing anger,  he  hold  forth  his  sceptre  towariii  her,  and  she 
drew  near  and  toudted  it,  in  sign  tnat  she  implored  a  boon. 
Jn  the  Apocrj-pha  we  are  told  that  faintness  oveipowered  lur,  a 
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natanl  portniture  of  feminine  weakness,  wid  depriving  her  at 
once  of  aM  thohe  attributes  of  a  heroine,  wliich  woula  divide 
her  from  our  sympstliy  aa  s  being  diSereutly  endowed  to 
oDisftivee.  Prsver  Aaa  given  her  atrength,  e\nv'  had  she  not 
thiM  stood  uncalled  before  AhaaneruB ;  out  the  mind,  strong 
as  it  msv  be,  cannot  always  bear  up  its  mortal  almn«  ;  ana 
bj  the  description  of  the  dt^lly  tcmir,  depriving  i&ther  of 
HOW  and  speeeL  given  by  our  ancient  fathers,  ve  see  at  once 
the  awful  Btruggle  ehe  was  enduring. 

Her  beauty,  ner  very  terror,  nil  strongly  excited  tbe  king's 
•flieotion ;  and  hastening  townrda  lu-r,  hv  soothingly  excUimM, 
"  Wlitt  wilt  thou,  Queen  Estlicr.aucl  what  is  thy  n-iiucst?  It 
vhall  be  (.-vcn  given  ther,  to  the  half  of  the  kingdom." 

How  blcssciTly  must  these  words  have  fallen  on  Esther's  still 
Quivering  heart !  Ycti  not  at  that  moment,  dared  she  utter 
oer  request,  fearful  lest  its  baldness  and  extent  should  change 
the  roy«l  mood.  She,  therefore,  merely  besought  him,  "  If  it 
aeem  good  unto  the  king,  let  the  king  and  Haman  come  this 
daj[  nnto  the  banquet  that  I  have  prepared  for  him."  Th« 
invitation  was  acconiinj^ly  transmitted  to  Ilamau,  and  he  and 
the  long  went  in  unto  tlie  kauquet  which  &ther  had  iirejiared. 

It  was  a  strange  proceedin;;:  tliia  tomciencement — inviting 
^e  deadly  enemy  of  her  people  to  her  private  banquet — 
■ggTHodiiiing  him  as  it  were  still  more — renderiuj;  her  own 
ta»  more  fraught  with  diiiiger — and  tilliiig  tlie  minds  of  her 
oatuitrymcii  with  doubts  as  to  thci  purity  of  her  intentions 
towanU  tlicm.  It  h**  ever  Kt-emed  to  me  that  Esther's  con- 
dnet,  with  regard  to  the  two  invitations,  before  her  buon  was 
spoken,  prueeedcd  not  from  previous  design,  but  mtlier  from 
impuiu,  which  she  followi-il  as  supposing  it  the  inward  direo 
4ion  of  the  Eternal :  but  which,  when  accepted,  sUirtled  even 
henclf.  But  to  retract  was  imposaiblB ;  and  the  daughter  of 
Israel,  radiant  in  her  loveliness,  entcrtaiucd  the  king  and  bif^ 
prime  miniBter  at  her  private  table. 

Again  did  the  king  reiterate  his  inquiry  and  his  promis^ 
"  What  is  thy  pctitiuu  ?  and  it  shall  be  granted  thee  :  and 
what  is  thy  request  t  even  to  the  half  of  mr  kingdom  it  ahall 
be  performed.'  And  again  did  Esther  fail  in  ttic  nccccsftry 
courage  to  give  it  words ;  and,  instead  of  her  weighty  boon,  we 
find  her  umply  saying,  "  If  I  have  found  favour  in  the  ei^ 
of  the  king,  and  if  it  please  the  king  to  grant  my  petittoo, 
And  perform  my  re^ueat,  let  the  long  and  BjuaaD  camib  \a\^ 
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banqnct  tiut  I  *liall  prepan  for  tlicm,  and  I  will  do  bMmi 
as  toe  king  hath  nuH." 

Uor  concluding  wotda  betrayed  that  ifae  had  yet  uhitiw 
boon ;  and  hlr  trombling  ri|iirit  wm  probably  reaasared  t^  ll 
graciausniMa  with  which  the  invitation  wa«  aoceptod.  Haaaa^ 
too,  l«ft  her  prcacnoo  n^oicing  and  triamphant.  Littk  com 
the  wily  plotter  dream  that  tlio  God  of  her  people  waa  wlA 
Esther,  inspiring  the  words  of  her  mouth  -  and  that  Uu4  Toy 
ex&ltation  was  the  forCTtmner  of  his  faXi  Bat  y«t,  in  tW 
very  midst  of  liis  trinmph,  as  be  left  the  palace,  Mordeen, 
who  ttill  sate  at  the  king's  gat«  in  his  sackcloth,  «t«od  not  m, 
nor  moved  for  him  \  auiiHaman'a  indignant  wrath  cansed  tn 
etdamation,  that  ricbea,  proapetity,  RTatified  ambititkm,  ngd 
fitYoom,  all  availed  hin  nothuig,  so  loag  aa  lie  itaw  Hordeeii 
the  Jew  sitdn^  at  the  king'a  ^ote.  To  disperw  these  ^oooiy 
thouuhiA,  lie  entered  eagerly  into  the  eounsel  of  his  vrdis  oh 
friends ;  and  a  gallows  was  erected  fifty  cabit«  high,  while  hit 
blaclceDed  mind  revolved  some  tale,  the  which  to  briiw  the 
king  an  tJM  morrow,  that  his  ooofent  might  bo  obtained  fat 
the  instant  execution  of  the  man  he  obbotrsd. 

Bat  that  same  night  itlhcm  oUo  were  wakeful.  Sorely  «• 
may  |MOtare  the  youiiK  qumn  wmpt  in  conwst  and  fervid 
prayer,  still  for  strength  and  grace  for  the  pnrsuoace  of  Imt 
entreaty :  was  she  not  n  weak  and  iTembliDg  womnii,  wImm 
only  strength  was  pratbii  ?  Thoiisinils  w^re  destined  to  the 
destroyer;  if  she  held  back,  jcho  would  arise  andsave  T  Aid. 
in  that  nichUy  Tigil,  when  fear  and  doubt  are  ao  often  molli- 
fied and  lurkeoed,  wli&t  cxmid  she  T«6t  on  hut  her  Qod  T 

Not  was  she  the  only  wakeftd  one  in  the  n^ol  palace:  Bnn 
■B  she  prayed,  the  Eternal  answered  ;  and  His  guiding  mercy 
was  at  that  very  moment  ro  ocdering  events  as  to  prepare  tM 
way  for  her  suoctMsful  ]>etilii>D.  Unable  to  sleep,  Ahasneru, 
towards  morning,  oommanded  the  chronicleii  of^the  kingdoa 
to  be  read  befure  him,  and  it  so  happened  that  tJie  Toll  ouesed 
on  the  conapimcy  nptiiift  hinueU,  which  Mordecmi  bu  ifo- 
■Corered.  Imparted  to  the  king  u  it  bod  been  by  Esther,  tU 
'Samee  and  minute  piirticular>  hod  passed  nnnuticed,  more 
c«pecinlly  as  Mnrdeeai  bod  always  so  dimnk  from  public  notiea 
But,  read  now  froin  the  records  of  the  kingdom  the  kiMf* 
attention  was  irresistibly  lixe<1;  nnd  he  demanded  "i 
honour  and  dignity  bad  been  done  to  Murdecai  for  tt 
*"rheo  said  the  king's  servants  that  ministered  onto  hin, ' 
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!•  ootliiDg  done  for  htm."  Th«  king,  salf-rcproaclied  nt  tli ' 
Qi^lMt,  ftod  detenDiDod  not  to  expose  himself  to  foivetJulncs» 
iffain,  inquired,  "Who  is  in  the  court  r'  And  on  Deing  totd 
t&t  H«maR  stood  without,  commADded  his  inst&Dt  admitUnce. 
"  What  shall  bo  done,"  he  asked,  when  the  minister  appeared. 
"  nnto  the  man  whom  the  kiu^  delij^hteth  to  honour  I  And 
puffed  np  by  his  inordinate  pnde  and  vanity,  IlamaD  thought 
m  bis  heart,  "  Who  cao  the  king  deli)^ht  to  lionour  mor«  than 
nmetf  {"and  advised  a  triumpb,  which  would  make  him  second 
<HUT  to  the  kiae,  But  when,  clat«d  with  his  own  description, 
MiaoonviDced  M  was  advising  his  own  triumph,  these  vonls 
eaoofl — "  I>o  even  so  to  Mordecai  the  Jew,  who  sitteth  at  the 
Idng'agate:  let  nothing  fail  of  all  that  ihmi  hut  si»>ken  ;" 
—how  can  we  attempt  to  dc^iribc  tlm  fi<.-ri?e  rfifx  of  vindictive 
paaioiia  wliioh  must  nave  t«ki.-ii  [MMtKCMiixi  of  Hatnan's  heart  f 
How  attempt  to  portray  the  black  cniotiun!<  with  which  the 
baffled  plotter  must  have  walked  bcvidc  the  splcmlidly  eapa- 
riaoned  chatRer,  on  which,  robod  in  the  king's  apparel,  sat  his 
detected  rival  ?  And  no  comfort  waited  him  when,  muiiniing 
and  enraged,  ha  sought  his  home.  "  If  Monlecni  bo  of  the 
seed  of  the  Jews,"  they  told  him,  "  before  whom  thou  hast 
began  to  fall,  thou  ahalt  not  prevail  against  him,  but  shalt 
surely  fall  before  him,"  words  which  prove  bow  forcibly  the 
estimation  in  which  tho  Jews,  as  the  chnsen  and  beloved  people 
of  God.  were  held  by  the  nations  around  them,  even  by  those 
who  called  them  captivea. 

But  little  time  liad  Ilaman  to  pooder  on  further  schemes  of 
veng^ce.  "  While  th«j  were  yet  talking  with  him,  came 
the  King's  chamberlains,  and  basted  to  bring  Hainan  to  the 
Iwnqaet  which  Kstlicr  hnil  prepaitd."  Again  hod  the  queen 
sMembled  around  her  Ml  of  gorsooustiess  and  fettivity  la 
mtify  the  luxuriouit  taste  of  the  P«nian  kins.  Her  hcautv, 
mightencd  by  »ucce«'!ful  adornment,  conciMiling  under  tlio 
grac«ful  court««y  of  the  hostess  the  trembling  of  the  petitioner, 
—fear  probably  bciMming  more  and  more  intcnso  with  cverv 
foesing  moment — longing,  ^et  fearing  for  the  king  to  speaK 
thoee  words  which  must  impel  reply.  And  at  length  they 
euoe,  coupled  aa  before  with  the  royal  promise  of  fiillilmcnt 
fnc  whatever  she  might  ask,  and  she,  who  had  fainted  from 
nry  terror  when  first  in  presence  of  the  king — who  hod  felt 
so  powerless  to  speak  Irom  the  very  magnitaoe  of  het  boon— 
DO*  boldly  and  firmly  answered: — 
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'  If  I  luTe  found  fAfvat  in  ttqr  ■gfat,  0  king,  and  tf  itplMH 

Iba  Uag.  let  mj  life  be  bjkh  to  ne  st  my  pcthua.  isd  i«r 

wople  »t  ray  reqnett;  fin  «e  ate  lold,  I  uid  my  peopK  t»H 

dotnyed,  to  be  ilaiiL  and  to  poiah.    Bat  if  we  bid  baia  loU 

[ Jbr  boodmen  and  boodtwomen,  I  had  held  my  toagoe,  '''Vwi^ 

|.4m  tBtoy  oontd  not  oooDternil  the  king^a  daamae.**    Av 

lUidftatatioBa  of  Mtf-derotioo  an  more  tonehing  and  eoa|Jala 

litlian  these  simple  wordi  of  ErtlMr.     We  bare  MOi  and  loKnm 

I  Iba  extent  of  Dcr  hsnaD  feu»— ehe  twgbt  hare  voided  ha 

i  petition  as  in  no  point  to  include  benca^  bat  she  aoonud  it ; 

Lflba  Eoi^ht  hare  been  dinded  from  ber  people  in  pcoiode  « 

'Toepen^  and  peace  becAn«e  snch  was  the  viU  of  Hocdeoii, 

_  It  not  when  daiKerand  death  threatened.    Their  hteahooU 

be  her  oirn ;  antf  fearlessly  she  incladed  herself  with  them. 

Whether  or  not  Ahasnenuatomce  swociafod  this  people  farwbom 

\  Ktber  implored,  with  those  deettned  Cor  death  by  the  maeU- 

[nations  of  hk  minUter,  we  cannot  determine  ;  but  hy  lu 

UDOtant  question — "  ft^o  is  he.  and  where  is  he,  that  dnnt 

proenmc  in  his  heart  to  do  so  ?"  we  are  induced  to  sappota 

that  he  did  not,  but  imagined  it  simply  some  plot  a^^nst  tba  tt 

and  immediate  kindred  of  his  queen — a  sn^poBition  liUy 

etuKi^  to  excite  the  fierce  wrath  which,  when  h»  long-Cavouad 

minister,  Ham&n,  vaa  aocoaed  aa  the  advenaty  and  enemy, 

Moaed  him  to  leave  the  baiu]aet  in  much  disorder,  and  paee 

I  the  palace  garden,  endeaTonting  ao  to  pacify  his  anger  ae  caunlf 

to  decide.     Haman,  meanwhile,  had  fiuleoin  deauy  terror  sad 

agonised  suppUoation  on  the  couch  where,  in  acoordanoe  with 

Penian  (asniOD,  Etther  had  reclined  daring  the  banqneA— • 

fpcatore  of  apparent  familiaritjr.  rousing  the  luonarch  to  nl 

greater  fniy ;  and  guided  l^  bis  geetOToe  oven  more  than  ui 

words,  the  goards  preaent  eeued  mman,  and  oovered  his  bet, 

an  Eiwtcrn  onstom  existing  still,  and  agi^jiag  that  the  orimiail 

is  comlemocd  to  instant  death.     Ilurbonah^  the  chamberloui. 

at  tli«  same  moment  came  forward  with  the  information  of  the 

^Inws  pTVparod  in  Haman'a  house  for  Hordecai,  who  had 

acted  so  uithfuUy  towards  the  king,  and  Ahaaaerus,  still  more 

incensed,  commanded  him  to  hang  Hamas  thenon.    Tfaenyat 

command  waa  instantly  obeyed,  and  tlien  only  "waa  tbe  Uag^ 

»rath  pacified." 

This  summary  mode  of  prooeeding  may  seem  atrnnge  to 
modern  Qr>tioiLa  and  civilised  customs,  bnt  it  is  in  axact  aceoi^ 
dance  with  the  deqwtic  goTerooient  of  the  EatC,  not  only  in  a 
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ttne  K>  long  past,  but  crcn  now,  when  the  bowstring  is  tb« 
■astont  executor  of  puniahiucnt.  Triitl  an<l  witneanos  tor  ud 
Against,  the  miaQbe  examtnatioii  into  facts,  and  tbe  d»libo»t« 
MnteDoe  of  judgmsnt,  are  all  utterly  noknown  to  tbis  day  in 
tlie  East ;  aud,  therefore,  the  mstaot  chastiBcmcot  of  IlatDaik 
iu  DO  way  marks  the  sovereign  as  the  capricious  tyrant,  whiclv 
identifying  him  with  Xerxea,  some  historians  represent  htu. 
Bjfreiiioitisty  deceired  u  he  had  been  so  long  in  his  prime 
mwister,  who  had  dared,  as  he  sappomd,  to  compass  the  life  of 
hb  dearly-beloved  queen  and  her  kindred,  and  n  hn  had  secretly 
and  vinaiotively  prepared  a  uallowa  for  the  deatli  of  one  who 
h«d  «aved  the  king's  life — all  these  circumiit&nces  were  quit* 
nfEoient  to  rouse  as  Eastern  temper  into  such  fury  as  could 
only  be  calmed  by  tlic  dcAth  of  the  oRi-n<ler.  Nor  did  tfa« 
mooarcli  stop  here.  He  gave  unto  Gither  the  whole  liouia 
(iMbably  the  riob  postesuons]  of  Uaman,  and  then  it  was  that 
toe  qaeen  revealed  her  near  relationship  to  Mordocai,  and  twr 
ftith ;  and  Mordecai  catuu  before  the  king,  and  received  from 
his  hand  tlio  ring,  or  uigiiuC,  which  Atiasucnia  hud  taken  from 
Haoao,  M  a  symbol  that  be  wag  now  prime  minister  in  hili 
eMny's  place.  "  And  Cither  set  Monlecai  over  tbe  botue  of" 
Hmbmi. 

But  perfioaal  safety  and  agigrandisement  were  not  tbe  in* 
tentioa  of  the  noble   Morilecai   and   hts  courageoos  child. 
Fkllio^  proitrate  at  the  feet  of  her  husband.  Bather  besought 
hiin  with  many  tears  to  nut  away  the  mischief  of  Haman  the 
Aica^pte,  and  his  evil  scDometi  against  the  Jewa — imploring  - 
"  If  it  please  the  king,  and  if  1  have  found  favour  in  hu  sight^V 
and  the  thing  seem  nght  l>efi>re  the  king,  and  I  be  pleasing  in 
his  eyea,  lei  it  be  written  to  reverse  tlie  letters  revised  1 
Hamau  the  Agagite,  wbieh  be  wrote  to  destroy  the  Jews  whk 
•Ttt  ia  all  the  king's  provineen :  for  how  can  I  eDdure  to  ses'^ 
tbe  eri)  that  «hall  come  unto  my  peoi)1o  ?  and  how  can  I 
«Qdure  to  se«  the  destruction  of  my  kiniued  ?" 

SJie  could  not  Itave  framed  bcr  petition  in  words  mort 
likdy  to  reach  the  heart  of  tbe  BovcreigD,  than  by  making 
the  cause  of  the  Jews  so  completely  her  own.  A  mere 
entreaty  for  them  as  a  people,  unjustly  sentenced  to  dee- 
tniclion,  would  not  have  been  thus  suooessfol ;  but  she  ideo- 
tilWd  tbem  with  UBit:jBi.i>.  In  their  low  estate— in  tbeu 
impending  danger,  she  aopealed  for  tbem  as  A«r  people,  itt 
immediate  kindred,  that  life  would  be  joylosa  nvn  XW^  ^Ak* 
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troyed ;  and  her  doquent  ajppeol  vas  nnntcd.  tar  hiar 
h«r  WDtknem,  her  very  defercDce  ana  nm^t,  hod  ren<  _. 
her  uMMwerral  with  tli«  kiu|{.  Pull  pemiiauoii  was  givtn  u 
faer  AUd  Mordeeoi  to  n-rite  u  it  nliMwed  Uwm ;  "  for  tbe 
writing  which  L«  written  in  the  ldng«  uaiue,  Kod  iiealad  with 
tliL-  king's  MftI,  might  nn  man  rcTene."  Scribes  wvre  ai 
ding))-  HU[Dm<Hi«d  in  all  hiwt« — uribcs  who  could  writo 
every  longtinge  of  tiw  hundred  and  tweoty-wven  proriucc^ 
the  licatiuiants,  and  the  deputies,  ud  tbe  rolcra  :  "  Wbe: 
the  king  granted  the  Jews  wliioh  were  in  erery  city  to  g. 
thiMnsGlvcd  together,  and  to  stand  for  their  liie,  to  dvsttoy,  to 
sl&y,  and  to  catm  to  perish,  all  tlic  poirer  of  (he  people  aad 
province  that  uWc^  attatUt  thtm,  little  ones  and  women,  aad 
to  take  the  tpoU  <if  th»m  /«r  png;"  and  conies  of  tbcM 
writing  vcro  forwarded  by  riders  OD  maK-s,  camels,  and  yowu 
dromraaries,  being  hastened  and  pressed  oa  by  tl>e  xi*{^ 
ooBunaDdment 

Vindictive  as,  in  a  mere  euperfidal  view,  tliii  decree  nay 
appoar,  it  was  imperative,  for  the  Jews  could  be  saved  lir  M 
f^MT  means ;  the  writing  that  was  once  written  in  tlic  kini 
name,  and  sealed  with  the  kiog'a  rins.  could  iivvvr  bo 
Tersea — the  laws  of  the  Uedes  and  PeiaiauN,  once 
were  unaltiimble,  however  unjust  or  tyrannical 
might  he.  Aliamerus  had  oommauded  tJi«  oatirc  d< 
of  tbe  Jews:  he  onuld  not  afinuf  tliat  edict,  and.  con. 
was  impcllca  ta  grant  Utther's  entreaty,  by  umiog 
desiring  the  Jews  to  defend  tbemtelves,  eveu  by  tb« 
those  who,  in  complianoe  witli  the  previoos  dvcrec,  shiniM 
A«snuU  them.  A  mode  of  procctdiog  ytty  mragnsut  to  pn- 
•ent  notions,  but  which  can  only  be  judged  by  the  euttoos 
and  laws  of  the  past. 

We  find  in  Joecphns  another  reason  for  this  deetructioa  of 
Ahasucnis'  su^ects.  Alluding  to  some  words  in  his  Wttsr  to 
the  governor,  Jowphua  Kays  iu  a  note,  "  These  wonls  |^va  an 
intimntion,  as  if  Artaxcnce»  suspected  a  dee^r  denga  b 
^aoiau  than  had  openly  .ippearea — that,  knowing  the  Jc«i 
ould  be  faithful  to  him,  and  tlutt  lie  c»tud  never  transfer  tbs 
erown  to  bis  own  family,  who  were  of  the  pcnterity  of  A, 


jttMold  king  of  the  Amalekites,  while  thi-y  were  allvt^  aii< 

'mread  over  all  the  Persian  douiiniouit,  he   endeavoated 

ocstKiy  them.    Nor  is  it  to  lae  improbable,  that  those  of 

/on'  cnetniM  who  wcte  aooa  destroyed  by  tbit  Jews,  by 


DinioD  of  the  kinj^,  were  Aintlekites,  thnr  old  cud  tierctlttuy 
eBemiM  (Eiod.  xvii.  U.  15) ;  luid  that  therebr  «u  fiillillcd, 
Btlftun's  propliecy,  "  Ainftluk  wm  the  firet  of  tbe  ofttioa<<,  bub 
his  Ultcr  viKi  sliiul  be,  tiiat  be  perish  for  over'  (Numb,  xut, 
201."* 

If  this  be  woll  founded,  it  is  a  most  agreuble  solution  to 
wlmt  uppcuiTs,  OR  A  superticiftl  reading,  Buch  iDdiscrimiiiAte 
slaughter  on  the  part  of  the  Jews.  It  was  the  fulfiboent  of 
Divine  prophecy  on  n  nee  whoao  exceeding  nickodncas  hid 
for  so  miwy  coDturip«  niarki-d  them  out  as  objecta  of  the 
Eternal's  wrath ;  and  His  people  were  but  InstnuDMits  in  HiB 
banda,  instead  of  the  fire  or  plague,  with  nhicb,  bod  it  pleaaed 
Him,  thoir  deetniction  would  equally  have  been  brought 
about     But  to  return  to  Esther. 

With  what  joy  must  she  have  beheld  the  termiuation  of  all 
her  fears  and  mward  struggles  in  the  salvation  and  glory  of 
her  people.  Her  beloved  guardian,  Mordt^cai,  was  now  ac* 
knowledj{ed  and  hitiioiired  by  i>rintie  and  p'mle,  an  hiJi  many 
yeara  of  unprtMiimiiiK  worth  aeeerved.  He  went  out  frum 
the  pretence  of  the  king  in  royal  a^nar«l  of  blue  a:i<l  whit*, 
with  niJ^At  crowti  of  gold,  and  with  a  fpirmcnt  of  fine  linen 
Mid  purple  -  and  the  eity  of  Shuslian  rejuice<l  and  wiw  gtait. 
The  JewH  hail  light,  and  glndnc«s  and  jov,  and  honour.  And 
in  every  province,  and  in  every  city,  wheresoever  the  king's 
commandment  and  his  decree  came,  the  Jcwh  had  joy  and 
dJadneeB,  a  feast  and  a  good  ilay.  And  many  of  the  iicople  '^ 
toe  land  became  Jews ;  for  the  fear  of  the  Jews  fell  upon 
them." 

And  this,  under  the  God  of  her  people,  waa  a  woman's 
work — wrought  not  by  beauty,  or  power,  or  any  of  those  arta 
which  but  tea  often  guide  the  female  favourites  of  monatcha, 
but  Mtely  by  the  STRBsaiit  of  pbavbu.  We  have  seen  the 
tremblings  of  her  gentle  woman  heart — that  she  had  entered 
on  the  plan,  with  u»e  oonviction  that  she  wag  tialdng  her  own 
life — that  her  own  death  for  intruding  upon  the  sorervigii'a 
{ffceenoo  was  far  more  likely  than  the  jnetervation  of  li«r 
people,  else,  whcrcfon:  the  word.*,  "And  it  I  perish.  I  perish." 
All  thi?  we  haT«  seen ;  au<l  can  we  h«utate  a  moment  in  the 
belief.  th.tt  etrcogtht  doqnence,  all  she  needed,  were  in/tittd 
by  the  lIcanT  wio  the  Answerer  of  prayer — that  they  were 
not  of  herself?  How  had  she  oommenced  this  u-rrible  undet- 
*  Jo«*pb«<,  BookiLelikp.  vl.  nola  to  p.  £2A  otMeandiaYonyk. 
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taking  f     B?  three  dm  and  nigfats  puwd  in  Gutiac 
I  pnyer,  the  long  perioa  ptoTiog  in  itself  the  extent  A 
ibriakiiig  feus,  the  magnitode  of  the  u^k  in  whtrh.  siin 
In  obedwnce  to  Uordecai,  sbe  tiad  engaged;  aDil  wlwa 
ttmember  how  ber  woik  commnetd,  cad  we  not  rest 

1  to  the  how  it  cauiuAd  t  ^Rke  aaered  liktorian  ptwrn  m 
to  non  eTentinl  nuUten,  to  more  trablJc  and  imtional  eon- 
sem ;  bat  ve,  lineal  descendants  o(  thig  fair  aud  noble  JewM, 
ibatl  sol  we  afioompanj  ber  to  the  lame  retirement,  wbere  ibl 
bad  bstcd  and  prayed,  and  heboid  her  afiain  prostate^  not 
now  in  s^BiMd  itnpplicatioa,  but  in  clarified,  r^oin^  ation- 
tion  I—tradog  tiie  band  of  her  Gud  in  all — beanng  Um 
■Mwvr  to  liur  fervnit  grayer  iu  the  thoats  of  jny  and  triuoi|A 
which  nMc  frum  the  citr  without — in  the  honoonbte  eziJtv 
tioD  of  Hordeeai — in  tneparedelieioiu  feeling  that  «!»  vu 
ao  hnger  lonely  in  her  nigh  estate ;  tbe  Goaidiim  of  ber 
I  infancy,  second  only  to  the  king  hinuclf,  would  ever  be  bedd> 
ber.  Her  faith  known,  and  atill  huraelf  beloved  1  0  tbat 
in  itaelf  moat  have  removed  a  monntain  of  lead  fiiom  ber 
bounding  heart.  Iluodrnls,  ay,  thousands  of  her  people  wen 
Mved  iu  one  brief  day  from  death ;  and  she  had  done  tU^ 
bar  imiAg — hers — weak  trembling  woman  as  she  waa  I  P 
might  she  bear  tte  woght  of  joy — the  magnitude  of 
.  snocosB.  Ueavjr  to  homaotty  as  was  the  magnitude  of 
I  .terror  and  the  Doon,  no  heart,  moulded  a->  sna  bera.  ovuld 
'bare  contained  it,  save  in  prostration  befon;  Him  «ho«  sole 
work  it  was.  The  burden  of  joy,  as  tbe  burden  of  grief,  aiiwt 
find  vent  before  our  Ood — must  pour  back  iUt  gu.sliing 
into  tite  living  foont^n  whence  it  sprang,  or  it  vUl  cninK 
heart  which  nolda  it ;  and  can  ve  doubt  ttiat  these 
.fitther's  fedingM,  be«ftUM  we  find  thtm  not  in  trntt«rn  woi 
^  0  let  every  right-fuelinK  woman  look  within  her  own  heart, 
'and  place  henwlf  in  lather's  poAition,  frooi  the  very  beginning 
of  lier  dreaded  task  to  tbe  oomplctiou,  und  then  say  ho* 
ooiild  such  joy  be  borne,  save  as  wo  have  pictured  it,  in  ado- 
ratioQ  of  tlie  Lord  ? 

Wo  hnrc  only  one  more  public  mention  of  Estber  in  tbt 
book  benring  licr  name  (except  her  writing  to  con&mi  tb« 
Mcond  loiter  of  Purirn),  and  that  mcntitm,  acoording  to  the 
hepiniona  of  sonii.>,  destroys  the  beauty  t>f  her  character.  luul 
makes  her  appear  in  a  vindictivo  and  iiDfeminine  liKbt.  We, 
oiirBclvos,  once  shrunk  from  the  vqtsc,  and  wi^ed  it  had  &4 
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hod  exbtcnce ;  but  a  more  matured  ooDsidention  n-moves  the 
objection,  &nd  completely  exonerates  Esther  Trom  the  Uood- 
Uun^  Tcneeaace  with  nrltioh  she  liaa  by  some  historians  bwo 
charged.  Sveu  Milcimn,  uHuallv  so  jgjtt  aod  moileiatfi,  (ptaks 
of  the  barbarous  executiini  of  tne  tva  »oii«  of  HamiiD  as  pro- 
oeeding  from  her  re<iiiv«t.  when  in  fact  thc>'  vtcmalrtatlutuxin, 
Venes  12,  13,  of  thu  nintli  chapter  of  Esther,  am  those  to 
which  »L-  allude. 

In  the  Jewish  law,  the  giLllom  wafl  net  uted,  aa  it  is  DOW. 
TIic  criminal  was  alwnvs  executed  first,  either  by  Btonin;;  or 
Btraiigling,  and  only  the  dead  body  snspcuiJcd  upon  it,  as  a 
further  mark  of  guilt  and  ignominv ;  and  also  to  deter  othera 
from  following  the  sinful  example:  Esther's  reoueat  that 
Haman'fl  ten  eons  might  be  hnnced  on  the  gatbws,  had 
nothinff  whatever  to  du  nith  a  vindictive  desire  of  Tongeaooa 
upon  t£eai  for  their  father's  sin.  They  had  been  already  slain 
amon^  the  enemies  of  the  Jews  in  ShusliAn ;  slain  moat  ]>ru- 
bably  in  their  own  assault,  for  the  Jews  were  not  to  attack, 
but  merely  to  J^mJ.  "  They  gathered  together,  we  are  told, 
to  lay  b»nd  on  t^ose  that  tought  their  hurt."  And  the 
sovcTDora  and  ruler^  lieu  tenants,  and  deputies  of  the  king  all 
Eelpcd  the  Jews,  Conseauently  those  who  assaulted  tliem 
were  their  determined  and  hereditary  foes,  resolved,  fnim  tb« 
great  hatred  they  bore  them,  to  act  on  the  king's  firet  edict, 
ereo  if  the  second  nhoiild  cost  them  their  lives.  Ainuugst 
these,  of  eoursc,  were  Hamau's  sons,  who,  Amalekitea  and 
Agagites  like  their  father,  were  the  Jews'  most  deadly  foes ; 
and  the  foremoat  in  aMnult,  falling  in  strife,  and  atricken  by 
the  God  whom  their  irunuitiw  had  profaned,  throujjli  the 
swords  of  Hia  people.  The  7th,  8th,  9lh,  and  lOlh  venwsi  of 
this  same  chapter  (the  ninth),  i^pecify  tlicm  by  name,  amon^ 
Uie  ^aio,  which  is  confirmed  by  the  word.t  oi  Alutsuenu  him- 
self ID  the  13th  verse,  "  The  Jewis  have  destroyed  five  hundred 
mta  in  Shusan  the  palAco,  and  the  ten  totu  q/*  Hamatt,"  etc. 
And  that  Esther  should  have  made  h«r  icquert,  tbat  her 
people  should  do  on  the  morrow  as  they  had  done  the  pte- 
oeding  d«y — and  that  Haman'a  ton  sons  should  be  hanged 
apOD  tlte  gallows,  iiroceeded  from  no  unfcminine  or  viudiolivu 
feeling;  but  nirnply  from  the  wish,  that  the  future  safety  of 
the  mbrews  should  be  fully  secured.  As  an  individual,  aod 
jodging  by  her  previous  truly  feminine  character,  Esther 
would,  without  doubt,  have  ehrank  from  the  awful  letribtt- 
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tioD.  which  tlic  p\tit  n^nsl  the  Jein  bad  wrought.     Bat  ibe 
vss  di-iiied  tliu  privilege  of  thtu  jud^iw  uid  thus  nctisg :  oa 
ber  de|)cudcd  wt  pn«ent  honour  ana  future  aecuritjr  of  i 
peoplv,  litthlc  to  be  trodden  andcr  foot  at  ereiy  cftpridod 
chu;;c  in  the  mood  of  her  cnpttirs ;  Dot  alone  in  her  owl 
time,  but  ycare  after.    Guided  must  prob«hly  by  the  oounsck^ 
of  Kfonlecai.  Either  waa  compelled  to  resort  to  thoee  iD(*sai«% 
which  wore  likely  to  deter  their  enemies  from  future  ktUrla. 
The  ignoniiiiiouG  eiposurc  of  the  de»d  bodies  on  tli«  gallows— 
Moa  of  the  one-time  mighty  and  aU<powerful,  all-fetnbitioaa 
Uaman — would  bring  more  forcibly  toan   aufrht  djw  to  the 
mindH  uf  mtu,  the  i>HJi>able  evideuce  that  tlie  Mod  tliA  God 
•till  watched  over  His  ueople:  and  tamed  every  OTiluougfat 

r'tint  them  to  the  evil  and  tne  ruin  of  their  cunniveri.  And 
request  of  the  aecmid  day's  defence  is  bni  a  proof  that  the 
draiily  hat£ra  of  tiie  Jewa  «er«  not  yet  subdutd,  but  wen 
likely  to  spring;  up  a^in  more  invetcmle  thin  before. 
£(ther's  words  ore,  "  Let  it  be  etanted  to  the  Jews  to  do  t»- 
m«mw  acconiiHg  unto  thU  day  *  4«er«t ;  and  that  decree  *ai 
to  d^end,  not  to  revetige — to  ynttet  tkenutlvei  againit  the 
BtBauIl«  which  by  the  previous  edict  would  be  nude  ;  not  to 
slay  and  cause  to  perish,  and  take  the  ^il,  as  had  been  d^ 
termiued  against  twm.  Esther,  thorofore,  tsraed  no  ofdor  of 
blood  and  vengeance,  of  which  the  is  Eometimee  accused,  Mt 
wen  the  Jews  guided  bv  any  feeling  but  that  of  te^f'dffatet: 
ebc  we  should  not  read,  more  than  once  repeated,  that  ero 
iu  the  homes  of  tlicJr  dcndlic«t  (oct,  and  with  tlie  royal  doma 
to  appTopriato  nil  to  thcmR-lvcs — "  On  M«  tpott  latd  tJuy  wt 
tkeir  iand."  Not  in  Shushan  alone,  but  in  eveiy  pTOvines 
and  every  citv  where  thoy  gathcied  together  and  stood  for 
their  lives — wnere  the  ncheet  and  most  tempting  spoils  must 
bave  offered  tbemselvea  to  their  very  grasp — still  "  on  thepreg 
laid  A$s  not  iMeir  band." 

Was  this  a  war  of  revenge,  of  national  a^gnindiwment ) 
What  could  have  [trevented,  had  they  so  desired,  the  entin 
subjection  of  the  whole  Pemian  kiuL-dom  t  Wliat  people,  tave 
the  people  of  God,  in  tlioiic  dark  times,  would  have  bees 
ntisncd  merely  to  »itmA  on  their  own  defence,  goaded,  as  they 
must  have  been,  by  tlie  entire  destruction  and  inveterate 
enmity  working  against  themselves  t  But  the  wars  of  the 
Jews  were  never,  from  the  first  of  their  selection  as  the 
Eternal's  cboscii,  actuated  by  either  ambition  or  leveatEe. 


A  nferenee  to  the  Third  Period  (Debonh)  will  ^te  tlie 
cftQKes  unA  intcntJou  of  choir  fine  wiuh — tho  rcductioo  of  tbs 
Holy  Land,  net  for  pentonal  ncgnndisetncnt,  but  iu  direct 
obtidienot'  to  the  direct  contmaDO  of  tho  Etonial.  Id  looking 
farther  on,  through  aII  the  different  phases  oi  Jevrkh  history, 
w  tiud  no  mention  of  wan  uudurtakcn  for  ag^ndisement  or 
priratc  rcTcngc,  Tlicir  wars  were  always  cwfensive  ;  and, 
though  richly  gifted  with  all  t)io  nobl«  and  beroio  qualities 
ncccMaty  to  warriors  nnd  hi^recs,  they  were  natJcoially  a 
peaouable  and  pastoral  pc<iplc,  sntisfi<>d  with  the  lands  aaaigned 
tbem,  and  wilu  becoming  wealthy  through  the  direct  blcMiDg 
of  their  Ood.  We  never  read,  oa  ia  eo  ofteo  the  case  in  th« 
histories  of  contempoTarr  natioDs,  of  acts  of  private  revenge, 
or  public  dispute  sottlea  by  the  sword.  No  personal  appro* 
{nation  of  acquired  sp^il — no  inroads  from  one  tribe  to 
another,  ns,  even  in  modern  times,  is  so  oflen  tbe  cau  with 
nations  who  arc  divided  into  clans  or  bodies.  Whatever  wnn 
wo  r«ad  of,  as  undertaken  by  the  Hebrews,  are  either  by  tli* 
:  direct  command  of  their  heavenly  King,  or  )Q  their  own 
^^  defence. 

^■i  Glancing,  then,  boclc  on  the  Bible  history  regarded  in  tbis 
^Vliglit,  from  the  selection  of  Abraham  to  the  time  of  Estlter, 
^Vwe  cannot  6nd  one  incident  or  trait  to  justify  the  idea,  that 
^^  tlio  slaughter  of  AhaHuerua'  subjects  proceeded  from  any  r^ 
^ngefal  or  vindictive  motive,  but  was  simply  in  t^-d^ftU4. 
'Wv  cannot  draw  any  inference  contranr  to  the  supposition, 
that  it  niut  the  Kterual  If  imaelf  who  ordained  and  penaitt«a 
-this  dettniction,  not  al»nc  because  of  their  designa  a^iinst  Hit 
people,  bat  hecau^  they  were  descendants  of  a  most  sinAil 
nee,  and  inheritor  and  promulgators  of  iniquities  and  abomi- 
nations which  the  God  of  Truth  and  Lore  abhorred,  antl  for 
which  he  had,  from  tbe  very  first,  sentenced  tlium  to  chastiso- 
Inent  and  wratb. 

Looking  upon  it  in  this  liffht,  all  over-relinvd  notions  mnst 
pass  away.  It  is  idle,  in  sucli  an  incident  as  this,  to  condemn 
our  noble  Ancestress  as  vindictive  and  revengeful,  because  hcl 

Suest  shocks  our  individually  sensitive  notions.  Wo  most 
e  a  wide  grasp  of  the  whole  character  and  bearing,  not  of 
£>thflr  alone,  nor  of  the  Jews  in  Persia  alone ;  but  of  the 
^»et^  ohanteter  of  the  nation  in  the  pott,  and  bow  tlioir 
prttmt  daJiger  was  likely  to  affect  tbem  in  the  /utnrt.  We 
mast  recollect  that  they  were  still  captivot— still  liable  to 
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peisecntian  wid  intolerance — to  be  attacked  uA  alMfhtOR^' 
ftt  the  Terr  ^^^  caprice  of  the  demotic  raoDarehs  under  wlua 
ther  lived. 

BreB  aa  Ahamerua  bad  been  pemtaded  bj  tbe  cpMUW 
RMOniiu;  of  a  fonwrite  minister,  so  misht  be  oilier  "'"'■ff'tift 
It  waa  tberefore  tbe  especial  eare  of  Hordecai  aod  Esthef  t« 
adopt  ereiT  means  for  the  Jvturt  aeeuritj  of  their  pct'ple,  not 
alone  for  todr  jnwwiil  aafe^ ;  and  in  thai  batborotu  o^,  aaj 
Mill  more  berbuoiu  people,  no  meaaures  wetc  ao  llkclv  to  U 
efficiantt  aa  tbe  pobno  deeradation  of  Hamaa's  faminr,  ud 
tbe  Doble  stand  ma<Ie  bj-  the  Hebrew*  a^nat  tb«r  idolatrou 
oppwawra.  Tlii?  Jvw*  haul  probablj'  boui  considered  a  p«» 
8pirit«d,  unnerved  people,  liaelr  %n  bend  beneath  opt  ~  ~ 
and  to  be  eaalf  mbaned.  Trc't  »piritvd  dcfenoe,  1 
taaght  their  advemrics  a  rcrj  ditTcrtnt  lenon  ;  not  oalj'! 
the  God  of  lerael  w&e  vith  them  still,  but  that  tbqr  pooM 
within  themi«lvcs  dl  the  attributes  of  aa  faervic  nation, 
woold  never  fail  in  the  aoertion and  probectioa of  their  i 
and  who,  wcr«  the  viu^SBtxjf  UbertY  of  action  allowed 
would  never  tamely  submit  to  toe  iasults  and  oppcMUft! 
which  tbejr  had  endured. 

In  reading  and  reflecting  over  thia  hi^or;,  let  u«  never  fonlt 
the  important  truth  so  often  repeated,  that  "on  the  spoQ  tu 
Jews  laid  not  their  hand,"  becaose  thi*  one  brief  Mmtence  il 
mfficient  to  oonnnce  ua,  that  no  reveugeful  or  rapacious  fcrl- 

Xtctuated  oar  anoestont.  In  the  edict  iasiied  against  (Ach- 
,  not  only  their  lives  were  to  be  destroyed  nithunt  any 
regard  to  age,  infanoy,  or  aex.  Ixit  their  pottscsions  were  to 
have  been  conli^Ated  to  the  kinz's  tri'iuuiry — tliey  were  to 
be  spoiled  as  well  as  slain  :  and  ttier  might  hare  retaliateiL 
All  which  hod  be<en  decreed  oeainst  tucm,  tlicy  were  at  perfect 
liberty  to  have  turned  upon  their  foes ;  but  they  aooroed  ii 
Tbe  same  spirit  which  causul  Abraham  to  refuse  tbe  gJAa  a( 
the  king  of  Sodom,  lest  he  should  say,  "I  have  made  Abraham 
rich,"  actuated  them  to  touch  not  one  item  of  tbe  vast  atore^ 
which,  from  tbe  awful  amount  of  slaughter,  might  have  boea 
thdr  own.  Accused  as  we  have  so  o^en  been  of  lore  of  gold 
aboT*  all  other  love — of  seeking,  by  honorable  or  dishoooraUt 
moana  to  inoioase  oar  worldly  storeo— of  gnu^ng  and  rapactooa 
dtiDoaitiona — let  uii  point  to  thta  aimple  line.  On  the  spoil 
laid  they  not  their  nand  ;"  aiid  the  charge  is  at  oiice  )>TOTed 
false  !     Lot  us  look  back  on  this — on  a  hundred  other  similnt 
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tt^taln  otir  hittorf— Ant)  our  imtinnnl  cbantcter  vill  »tnnd 
fbnrard  u  Aree  from  such  ignominimis  .'^tnin  u  nny  other  natioa 
in  the  world.  What,  if  our  modcni  liistory  seem  to  contradict 
this,  waA  tbc  snecrer  And  scnffer  point  to  the  usurers  of  th« 
middle  am,  and,  dilntin^  on  their  wealth,  thoir  rapacitr  (so 
called),  their  grasping  mutds  and  hardened  hearts,  in  sucn  op- 
probrious colours  portray  the  Jew  ?  What,  if  tliev  do  this  T 
They  prove  nothing — oothine  to  tarnish  the  national  character 
of  the  Hebrew,  as  proved  in  tlie  momentona  records  of  the  ]iast, 
ftcd  confirmed  by  their  giving  up  all  of  wealth  and  greatneM, 
ntber  than  their  religion,  in  their  expulsion  from  Spain, — hut 
much,  much  against  themselves,  in  the  fearful  effect^  of  pen»- 
oBtioQ  and  intolerance,  which  they  have  hnrled  npoo  th« 
People  of  the  Lord. 

TlM  Book  of  Enther  conclu<le3  with  the  e/itablishment  of  the 
fettival  of  Ptirim,  which,  observed  nit  it  is  by  ever}-  cIom,  and 
erery  denomination  of  the  Jews  throughout  the  world  to  the 
prMent  Hay,  is  in  itself  a  conTincing  evidence  of  the  perfect 
truth  of  the  whole  history.  TIh-  HtTi  and  15th  davs  of  Adar 
wen  otdune<l  to  be  "  remembered  and  kopt  throughout  every 
gencTtttion,  cvei^-  family,  every  province,  and  cvcri'  city ;  that 
thetie  days  <if  Purim  should  oot  fail  from  amont;  the  Jews,  nor 
the  memoria!  of  them  pgrith  from  their  t^ed.  Tlicn  Esther  tha 
qiie«n,  the  daughter  of  Abihail,  and  Mordccai  the  Jew  wrote 
with  all  authority,  to  confirm  this  second  lett«r  of  Purim." 
And  from  that  time  it  has  been  observed  by  every  man,  woman, 
or  child,  bearing  the  honoured  name  of  Jew.  Its  ordinance 
•nd  oonfinn&tion  is  the  last  mention  which  we  have  of  Esther 
bfl  namt ;  and,  therefore  her  after  inQneuce  with  respect  to  the 
ftvor  nhewn  her  people  can  only  he  conjecture.  Yet  if  the 
Aha«ucrua  of  Estner  he  indeed  Artaxerxes  Longimanns,  the 
Altuenea  of  Er,Ta  and  Nchemiali,  surely  we  may  be  justified 
Id  the  thcon-  (which  we  acknuwledp;e  to  be  a  favourite  one), 
tiut  the  realty  granting;  of  Ni-hemian's  petition,  and  the  sub- 
smuent  fitvourablc  odid«  issued  for  Jerusalem  aad  the  Join. 
otl^nAtcd  in  the  love  borne  br  Artaxerxes  for  his  lovely  Jen'iah 
queen.  We  are  told,  "  that  Mordeoni  the  Jew  was  next  unto 
King  Ahasueim  and  great  amonrat  the  Jews,  and  acccpt«d  by 
the  multitude  of  his  brethren,  seeking  the  wealth  of  hiapeoplc^ 
«id  shaking  peace  to  all  his  seed."  Ho  no  longer  rorased  a 
'  ^'  JitiOD  of  dimity  and  trust,  because  it  was  bestowed  upon 
I M  ft  t/itw.    He  had  no  need  either  to  deny  or  ooDceal  the 
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religion  of  bb  forefatiiAre.  Uc  tutd  beeo  chosen  to  aseoeed 
Haman  in  dignity  and  favour  with  tbc  'kias;,  becaase  ha  wa«  of 
Bsther'a  kindred  and  Bstber'a  faiUi :  and.  h'u  duty  ro&rk«d  oat 
for  him,  as  hia  pious  mind  must  havv  felt,  by  God  Hinuidl^  U 
would  have  beeo  but  mock  modest}',  to  have  shrank  fn>a  tht 
hi|;h  estate  and  houois  with  which  ita  performance  was  ■•• 
•octated. 

Th«  lofty  beauty,  and  retiriiu  dimjty  of  his  previous  eka^ 
■oter,  were  not  yet,  iu  the  smallest  d(^;Te«,  infringed  1^  his  a» 
oeptaiioe  of  the  office  proffered.  The  welfare  of  his  pcopta  wn 
ever  the  uppermoat  in  his  thoughts;  and  if  hecoiil<)tiorvatlMa 
better  in  public  than  in  private  life,  be  would  not  iihrink  ftoa 
th«  notoncty  attendant  on  his  doin^  ao.  We  n«d,  "  that  hi 
was  accepted  bv  the  multitude  of  hta  brethren,"  meaning  tluit 
they  regarded  him  with  tliea*nie  deep  love  and  revervucewUch 
they  had  felt  towards  hint  in  his  low  estate.  No  covy,  noot 
of  tooM  bitter  feelinm  so  often  excited  towards  OTeatnees,  could 
Mtu&te  them  tow»ras  him  ;  for  he  sousht  but  **  tlie  proapen^ 
of  his  people,  the  peace  of  all  his  seed. ' 

If  Mordecai  retained  so  much  influcooe,  years  after  the  ertda 
which  bad  occaifioned  his  Bcce«non  to  groatoes  bad  faded  into 
the  past,  it  is  not  likoly  that  Esther  retained  lees.  Her  public 
nod  private  positions  miist  both  have  been  very  much  happitt 
than  before.  Ilex  influence  over  the  heart  of  her  lonlly 
hiuband  hftd  been  ackuowlodgod,  by  a  concession,  which,  in  • 
Pernan  Emperor,  was  as  unpreccdeutod  as  it  was  extraordinary. 
That  it  eitner  created  or  heightened  love  towarda  him,  wr 
cannot  doubt^  for  it  is  not  to  woman's  nature  to  receive  sael 
Rinnifestatious  of  kindness  and  forbearance,  without  giving 
some  warmth  in  return.  Besides,  he  knew  her  faith.  Iter  rue, 
and  yet  hu  continued,  nay  increased,  his  favour  towards  bor: 
tliUH  proving  forcivenesi  of  her  previous  fdlenoe  on  tbat  im- 
portant point.  The  beloved  gnardian  of  her  youth  was  onr 
ne-ir  her,  second  in  rank  to  the  king  himaelf ;  her  people  haa- 
our<.^d  and  protected;  and  many  who  had  before  been  heathen^ 
embracing  ihv  covenant  of  tlic  Lord,  and  swi-llinc  the  Hebrew 
ranks;  and  all  lhi-'<,  under  the  bles»ng  of  the  Etcraal,  had 
been  achicvi-d  by  her  conquett  ovtr  herteif,  and  her  infloeooe 
with  the  king.  Was  it  likely,  with  Ktich  memoriet^  that 
E-'ther  would  sink  into  a  mere  nonentity  in  thv  Pcrsi&n  CoortT 
Tlint  sho  would  not,  even  as  Uordecai,  use  all  her  iaflueDce  for 
thut  holy  people  to  whom  her  whole  heart  still  clung  1    And 


when  we  think  attentively  oyvt  all  this,  her  cluuuoter,  liei 
evontftil  hutciry,  her  jiowcr  over  bur  hiubaiid,  mty  we  not,  id 
Bum*  degRC,  be  jii'<tItiMl  iu  the  fupptwition,  t)mt  the  Artox- 
erxes  wlio  pcnnjttvd  the  dcparturv  uf  his  ravnurite  Jewish  cnp- 
bMt«r,  Nehcmiab,  and  gave  bim  letters  to  the  kccpera  of  tbo 
kinR'a  forcstc,  aod  to  the  govvrnoni,  et«.,  in  riirthcraiicc  of  tha 
rebuilding  of  Jcnualam,  and  to  cnanrc  the  8»tVty  of  tlu)  Jews 
in  Judoo,  was  the  same  mutiarch,  who,  under  the  Dane  of 
AhosucruE,  had  .ilrcsdy  so  favored  them  in  I'ersia? 

The  verv  fact  of  Ndicmiali,  a  Je<r,  being  the  chosen  cud- 
bearer  to  tJie  king,  and  eridently  in  such  high  favoar,  that  the 
■adnesB  of  his  countenance  attracted  even  nia  royal  ma»ter'a 
DMtioe  ;  the  remarkable  coincidence  that  the  king's  court  was 
dill  in  Shushan  the  I'alace,  the  very  acene  of  Eatlier's  request, 
and  tlie  favourite  residence  of  Ahaauerua,  wlieo  every  other 
notki:  of  the  kings  of  Persia  placed  them  in  Babylon ;  the 

Eirticulars  mentioned,  by  Nebemiab,  of  the  queen  Mng  bvths 
ng'$  tidt,  when  the  pecition  was  made;  all  ouultrniA  the  above 
su])]xiKiliun,  and  ^ves  rather  a  solid  foundation  to  the  conjec- 
tane  of  BaUier's  influence  forwarding  the  suit  of  Nebcmiah, 
«hicli  we  hare  with  all  humility  advanced. 

The  t^aracter  of  £)Htber,  an  un  individual  and  a  female, 
posetflses  many  trMta  to  call  for  ailmiration  and  love.  She  was 
Dot,  indeed,  a  heroine;  nor  do  we  perceive  in  her,  that  poouliar 
energy  and  promptnc<s  under  danger  mid  trial  vfbich  we  liave 
noticed  in  the  characters  of  Abigail  and  the  Shnnammite  ;  but 
tbe  very  want  of  this  quality  id  consolinc,  proving,  as  it  does, 
that  the  moot  timid,  the  moet  essentially  feminine,  may  be 
|>ennitted  to  sccomplisb  creat  ends,  and  become  instntmeDta 
in  the  Btemal's  hand  far  the  welfare  of  His  people.  Enei^  o( 
purpoee  and  of  action,  though  essentially  woman's  attribute,  ts 

St  a  portioD  only  for  the  ^w.  There  arc  mote  to  resemUe 
tber  than  Abigail ;  and  to  those  that  are  timid  and  fearful, 
and  shrinking  from  au  imperative  duty,  or  some  impooed  taak, 
—who  woula  rather  remain  in  sad  quiescence  than  make  one 
cffiirt  to  conquer  an  imagined  deetJny — to  tliem  we  would 
t>oiiit  the  coiLioling  moral  of  Esther'a  history,  and  baseech 
ibem,  like  her,  to  aim  themselwa  with  the  orruirs  of  fervent 
pmycr,  in  tli«  very  face  of  inward  trembliuKH  and  a  failing 
mme,  and  to  go  forth  and  do,  and  leave  in  kinder  bands  the 
nsL 

EMlier'a  quieioeDce  aiid  obedience  to  her  destiny  was  Dec<»- 
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ajty.  Chosen  u  the  bride  of  »  hothra  monarch,  dadrol  hy 
Mor'Jecai  not  to  show  her  people  or  her  kindred,  debairvd  rnm 
all  her  Mends,  and  plMsurfs  of  h«r  earlier  and  haupier  yvnn, 
it  was  her  duty  to  submit  pntieatiy  and  calmly;  ana  n^  gcr.tS* 
and  enduring  cliarncter  ooablod  her  to  do  so  leas  tnifTcriiu-ly 
tlkan  more  energetic  minds.  But  we  see  that  to  endtm  •»! 
painful  to  her  than  to  act,  by  her  re^Knance  to  go  rorwnrd 
whflD  the  call  of  duty  came.  Her  spirit,  instead  of  bving 
roused,  by  the  extreme  emern^eticy  of  the  case,  abrunlc  back  ap- 
palled: and  to  brave  the  king's  anger,  by  renUirtng  uncalled 
into  hia  preaenoe,  seemed  far  more  terrible  tlian  the  danger 
thruateniiig  thousands.  To  tiara  tlieir  fat«  api>eiirrd  easier 
hr  than  to  court  it;  and  even  vhen,  in  ribedience  to  Mordecai, 
■be  promised  to  iieek  the  kine,  it  ia  very  evident  that  her  ui> 
tici)mtion  was  failur<^— and  death.  Had  Abigail  or  Debonb 
bMD  in  her  place,  tbcir  dilferent  oharacu-r  would  scarcely  have 
required  even  the  direction  of  Mimleciii ;  their  own  enerCT 
would  have  nrged  them  fonraid,  an<l  Kuj>ported  Ihem  by  t£a 
inwiirtl  iiromise  of  micoen. 

But  tout  Esther  did  not  natumlly  possen  this  strengtfa  aod 
fiimness,  KBClen  her  conduct  vot  more  worthy  of  our  gnUM 
admiration.  W«  mo  her  displayed  befon?  us,  in  her  womanli 
malmen,  as,  indeed,  one  of  ourselvca.  Wc  behold  her  in  not 
one  point,  except  in  her  surpaising  lovelin«si,  our  auparior ; 
nay,  to  bring  her  closer  to  us  still,  she  is  a  captive  in  artnn^ 
lanci,  even  as  wo  arc  now ;  and  yet  was  she,  this  weak  trtm- 
bling  cirl,  the  saviour,  tlie  beawactor  of  thousandii ;  ud  hm 
name  has  come  down  through  a  thouBand  ago,  wreathed  with 
the  admiring  love  of  that  very  people  whose  anoeetofB  she 
lared. 

To  do  as  fthe  did,  to  be  exposed  to  the  same  awftil  ordeal— 
of  a  monarch's  wrath,  or  a  people's  pr«;crvatJon — ia,  indeed, 
not  ours :  aii<l  we  should  be  fateful  that  it  ta  not :  bat  bow 
often  will  the  atiuaU  of  private  life  demand  m  mign^  a  con* 
quest  of  self  in  woman.  How  often  are  we  etUed  upon  la 
subdue,  or,  at  lea.it,  entirely  to  diKregard  natiUBl  weaknen 
and  disiiicliniitiou,  and  go  forward,  when  wo  teti  so  wholly 
incapacitates!  from  tlie  tn#k  propOMd,  that  we  would  nor* 
gladly  sit  down,  and  let  tlie  waves  ofeArc  and  sorrow  roll  otct 
us,  than  make  one  eSbrt  to  itcn  the  rushing  torrent,  and 
make  evident  the  sHprcmncy  of  nun)  otbh  ciBctTMSTaiiCB,  of 
tfae  WILL  over  evehts.  There  are  trials  and  exertious  in  private 


I 


BffTHKE. 


365 


Siie  denuadins  such  coarage  and  fintin«sa  to  meet^  that  w« 
often  feel  oa  u  tb«  frame  must  sink  under  them  ;  but  still, 
like  BiitW,  let  tm  no  forward,  feeling,  it  may  be,  irith  her, 
"  If  I  periab,  I  perUti,"  rather  than  draw  back  from  the  path 
of  duty.  Life  and  (k-:ith  are  not  with  u»,  but  with  the  Lord ; 
knil,  in  HU  liaudit,  how  often  doett  auticipali,''!  d«ath  become 
r^oiciu^  life  :  and  the  thunder-clouds,  wtiicb  we  (eajrcd  to 
meet,  diawlve,  when  boldly  fronted,  into  8uniihin«  eind  btits. 
Sufl'er,  indeed,  we  may  and  m«w(.  Even  the  atiproral  of  con- 
(ctenoe — the  conviction  that  what  wc  do  is  uixfoiibtc'dly  rijrbt, 
And  a  bicsting  will  A|>ring  from  it—will  not  shield  lut  i-ithcr 
from  inward  trciubhtiK  or  mental  pain.  Phyacal  wuttkiiiiw 
itMlf  will  cloud  sod  blaokon  our  mental  visiim.  Tho  blood 
disturbed  by  unusual  exertion  will  flow  unequally  ;  somebimca 
to  sluggiislily,  that  further  cflbrts  appear  impotniblo,  and  mind 
and  heart  holU  feci  stagnant ;  sametuaM  so  wildly  and  hotly, 
that  tlic  nbile  frame  feels  on*  mass  of  ntrve  and  irritation 
and  ill-temper,  oven  towards  those  we  most  love,  impcweible 
to  be  aToid«d.  The  very  comfort^  even  the  power  of  Prayer, 
isgi>no  from  us.  But,  in  such  tJines  (for  they  muft  come),  let 
us  only  remember  that  we  are  snSering  phwiculli/.  and  nerve 
our  minds  to  bear  them  :  even  as  we  would  some  bodily  pain, 
or  dckness,  the  ooun-e  of  which  is  bo  much  more  easy  to  be 
traced.  Let  us  not  i-hrink  back,  because  we  fee!  as  if  we  were 
doing  nothing  ;  as  if  our  former  fears  told  us  right,  and  we 
are  tun  weak,  in  constiuilion  and  in  mind,  to  be  anythiu)*  but 
a  bunlen,  and  livid,  titerefore,  better  sit  down,  and  endun, 
instead  of  ri.^n(;  up  to  aU. 

Ha<l  Ivitin.-r,  when  overcome  with  natural  terror  she  fainted 
in  tlie  pre*i;-nce  of  AhasneruK,  given  up  her  iiiirpo.-M>,  became 
she  felt  .40  utterly  incapacitated,  both  mentally  and  phygicAlly, 
from  piinoins  it — her  people  would  Itave  peri.>.hcd,  and  she 
bersL-lf  have  nee o  either  swallowed  up  in  the  univenal  des- 
traction,  or  sunk  into  a  mere  sooUeaa,  spiritten  Donentity  : 
her  whole  life  cmbittcn'd  by  the  oonscionanen  of  wltat  she 
mil/At  Aart  (lotu.  and  what  tht  did  not  do.  But  wo  have  seen 
that  HJie  did  not  dr.iw  l>ack  ;  though  the  stoppa^  uf  eTery 

i]«e,  from  pure  terror,   evinces  uie  struggle  with  natuiu 

filing — which  it  wa*. 

We  do  not  find  her  deploring  her  constitutional  timidity 
Mid  wishing  &\ie  poGsessed  the  energy  of  others.  No ;  the 
fount  of  living  waters,  whence  Esther  derivt-J  the  streni^h 


■od  J«*«>Miiwfin«,  wtiA  Ab  so  nradi  needed^  to  gs  famid 
ii  «paB  to  «•  aJL  It  ww  iae— at  aaA  moot  ferrent  featsl 
like  God  «f  eamptman  and  love,  wbo  hwTkeiwd  Qitto  brr.  u 
■till  oar  God— *n<l  will  graoi  ns  tbe  same  rtrengtli  snJ  tirai- 
BCH  for  oar  iodividu^l  dotus  wbich  He  Toochskfcd  to  bo. 
Let  u  not  fOMnae,  for  a  Kngle  insUnt,  that  oolj  in  gnat 

Emam  He  bena  Wl  Rrtha-  pnjed  to  Kin,  and  cod- 
otfaen  to  tnr  for  her  to  Him,  in  thi*  dsiujnr,  unl; 
n  ^  bad  Koowa  the  eficaey  of  prayer  in  liitU  Mn^i. 
"  Netlhar  had  thicie  haadmaid  aajr  joy  Knot  the  dar  that  1 
I  bma^  hither,  to  Ihia  preaent,  save  in  thee,  0  Lord  God 
of  hrMl  r  She  had  been  aoenatonud  from  her  jroqtb  sp- 
waida  to  look  oa  Him,  and  pnj  to  Htm,  as  the  SaTioar  bm 
Father  of  her  peo|ile  asd  of  heiaelf )  sod,  therefore,  abe  kae* 
and  folt  that  now,  in  this  gnaldaagBr,  and  most rtrpngnantlf- 
aocept«d  ta^k,  prayer  only  mold  be  ur  strength. 

And,  withoat  t^  infued  atrength,  0  vhat  is  iromaa  I— • 
reed,  liable  to  be  tamed  by  enry  paasing  wind,  or  eni^Ml 
hefaie  tbe  slightest  storm  ;  to  beod  to  the  soiling  cArth,  and 
clogged  irith  the  paiticlea  of  dost  and  taint,  iriiicb,  in  its 
proatntion,  will  clins  to  and  deaden  it,  find  it  a  weary,  if  not 
a  bopdeaa  taidc,  to  lift  up  ita  drooping  head  towards  the  pure 
beavena  agaiiL 

But  let  as  not  imagine,  because,  mentally  and  phyrieally  iif  j 
are  weaker  than  othen  of  oar  sex  ;  bccanse  we  have  no  c 
no  finnnfst,  no  self-support  (if  wc  nay  bo  allowed  the 
that  we  are  to  pass  uwloaly  nod  wearily  and  deqmnding^ 
through  life — that  the  Bible  givts  no  sympathy  or  encAOrag^ 
meut  to  such  &b  wc — and,  theTefoTe,  that  nothing  ia  expected 
ftom  OS  I  ^fothing  can  be,  when  we  are  so  different,  so  nueh 
weaker  than  our  fellows.  Alas !  alas !  for  those  wfao  k<te 
tlMnMdTefl  in  such  oomfortable  belief;  and  when  the  day  of 
icekotting  comes,  behold  what  they  might  Itave  done — behold 
it,  and  in  the  a^ouy  of  remorse,  yearn  to  do  it,  and  j-ean  la 
vain.  Him*  know  we,  but  oar  punishment  after  death,  nuy 
be  to  loolc  on  nil  which  in  life  we  haYe  nt<g1ectcd  ;  to  awaken, 
as  by  a  Rash  ftom  Heflven,  to  its  nwful  consequences  ;  and  to 
know  no  rest,  no  sleep,  in  the  wild  yearning  to  perforn)  it, 
and  to  feet  we  hare  no  more  the  necessary  powei^-«nd  this 
through  weary,  wwiry  time,  which  in  Hcjivcn  has  no  tneafiurc, 
in  eternity  no  end!  It  is  an  awfiit  thought;  one 
be  well  to  ponder  on  ere  it  be  too  late. 


odlyiff^ 
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Tbti  Um  Btblo  does  give  both  Hympatli]'  »nd  eneoumge- 
BCDt,  even  to  the  most  o(>nittituti»ii&lIy  wuak,  in  proved  by 
Ute  sveet,  ft^ntle.  feminine  cliurai^ter  of  Esther.  Strength  of 
heiaelf,  iudivd,  she  had  none ;  but  it  WM  asked,  And  gruited, 
ind  10  it  vill  be  unto  alt. 

To  the  women  of  eveiy  faith,  race,  and  land,  then,  her  hia- 
tocy  is  alike  instructive  and  inexprcAsibl)'  consoling ;  but  it  is 
in  the  h«arta  of  her  descendants,  the  women  of  Israel,  she 
should  be  most  oloaely  ahrinvd.  By  n\  the  festival  of  Purim 
.'.iuuiil  be  hailed  as  aomcthiug  more  thou  n  mere  rejoicing 
MMon,  or  even  an  the  annivemry  of  *  great  ivdcmpti'>n. 
Brery  woman  should  take  it  to  her  own  heart,  and  n'm^mKor, 
wiUi  holy  ^oy  and  thankfulnci^*,  that  the  pn-Mrvauon  of  her 
peonle,  which  that  day  recalU,  was,  under  tlie  Eternal,  tho 
voTK  of  a  woman  not  stn^ngcr,  not  more  gifted,  than  herael£ 
Qod  might  equally  have  worked  by  other  means;  hut  that 
H«  did  choose  so  weak  and  frail  an  instTiimcnt,  is  right,  in- 
deed, to  be  a  source  alike  of  consolation  and  rrjoicing  unto 
us  ;  and  strengthen  each  and  all  of  us  in  the  hope  that  we, 
too,  may  become  instnimrnts  in  His  hands  for  good. 

It  was  not,  thnt  LJsthci  was  a  free  sgont,  or  had  powera 
more  extended  than  our  own.  Though  the  wife  of  a  mighty 
monaiL-L,  sbe  wus  cnptive  ;  and  so  too  arc  wo. 

We,  too,  may  individually  be  thrown  into  jtositions  be^rt 
iritli  Mdncsa,  where  tho  rights  and  ceremonies  of  our  faith 
mast  be  a<lhered  to  in  the  secrecy  of  uur  own  hearths  and 
hearts.  Yet  may  we  still  be  ready  at  the  tint  call  to  identify 
oonelTea  with  those  who  suffer  for  our  fnith — slill  be  enabled 
to  serve  the  good  and  holy  cause.  And  those  unnhacklcd  by 
peeoUar  positions,  foUowinc  so  publicly  and  unqiimtioned  tlie 
teti^on  of  Moses,  that  tnoy  are  likely  to  forget  they  are 
the  Lord's  captives,  because  man  makes  tliem  hi*  equal — to 
whom  life  is  such  a  quiet  routine  of  uninterrupted  employ- 
ment, that  the  idea  of  individuals  serving  our  nation  is  n- 
^[arded  as  a  tiasue  of  folly  and  rotnauce ;  vet  even  these  con 
serve  the  cause  of  the  Jews.  We  can,  each  and  all,  determine 
to  honour  our  religion  oantelves,  and  so  make  it  honoured. 
We  cui  introduce  such  seeds  into  the  hearts  of  oar  sons,  that 
Jadaism  may  never  want  defenders,  or  such  represcntativee 
u  will  imise  it,  even  in  it4  captive  state,  in  the  roepoct  and 
eoRi.tdLTAtion  of  the  nations.  Yes!  tfaouf^  through  the 
infinite  mercy  of  the  Eternal,  such  intsfoaaaion  as  Esther's  is 
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BO  loiif^er  n&iled,  still  let  os  emnUto  Either  in  the  nlnntfw 
mill  tlic  aclcnoirled^eat  of  our  holy  f&ith — in  our  iudiTldiuI 
nillii'.-utioe  to  ita  spirit  uid  funn,  throngh  uverj-  ilifHcuItr  uid 
through  every  noc  Let  erery  retaraing  festival  of  Panm 
6n<l  us  Its  women,  utid  in  otir  oitd  retired  spherwi,  still  loring 
still  knowing,  still  workiim  fur  onr  holy  nligioa,  and  det«r- 
uiiiuKl,  thruiigh  Kooial  &iid  domestic  conduct,  to  make  its 
fflorr,  and  its  comfort,  aikI  itji  beauty,  eviclcol  to  all.  Ws 
uttia  not  sec  the  fmit  of  thiit  utiW  and  silcat  norkiiig ;  bnt 
wo  shall  foci  ito  efHcacy  in  the  calm  and  traoqnil  glatueas  of 
our  besits  and  homes. 


BEVIEW  OP  THE  EVENTS  XARItATED  BY  EZRA  ASD 
NEUEMIAH. 


Bei'OBB  we  conclude  this  Fifth  Period  of  onr  aobjeot,  m  mnit 
take  a  brief  review  of  the  condition  of  our  anoeslon  conWo- 
poniT  with  the  csptires  of  Babylon ;  but  who,  under  Bat 
mi  ivehemiab,  had  returned  to  Jerusalem.  Thu  ^rst  captirity 
caiimsd  a  oomplete  rerolution  in  the  hittorj'  of  the  Jen. 
Tiictr  very  oharn/iteristicA  as  a  people  and  as  individoals, 
appeared  to  have  undergone  a  cliange. 

Adrcraity  and  captivity  retained  the  Hebrews  in  that  faith, 
and  those  forms,  which,  iu  their  prosperity,  they  bad  neglected 
and  despued.  &fen  aro«o  from  their  ranks  gifted  witS  lueh 
power  as  to  lead  the  multitude  ee  with  a  silken  thread — to 
aerer  crcn  the  strongest  and  most  endearing  tic^  becanse  sttdi 
was  the  word  of  the  Lord,  such  the  law  He  had  onlaiDod. 
Marriages  with  the  heathen  were  not  alone  again  foThiddeo, 
but  actually  diaaolved.  The  Sabbath-day,  cleau.ted  fn)m  tin 
pTofaMe  I'lujiloyiuentt  of  buying  and  selling  which  had  befon 
desecmted  it,  commanded  to  be  kent  holy ;  an  ordiaaoM 
ct<UihIisIied  amongHt  the  prietita,  "to  cnarge  thcmsttvea  yesity 
with  a  half  ^eket  for  tlie  service  of  the  house  of  Ood,  for  the 
ahew-breod,  and  the  continual  nioat-ofrvriiig,  and  the  btimt' 
clit.-tiDg  of  tlic  mibhuth.^  and  the  new  moons,  for  the  set  Caaat^ 
and  for  the  holy  thingo.  and  for  the  sin-oflfcrina^  to  make 
atonement  for  lEracl,  imd  for  all  the  work  of  tlie  house  of  out 
God  ;"  a  covenant,  entcrwl  into  under  "  a  coi»  and  an  oath, 
to  walk  in  Qod'a  law,  which  was  (^rcn  by  Moses,  the  terraiit 
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of  God  ;  and  to  obMirc  iiai  to  do  »U  th«  oommuidmenta  of 
the  Lord  our  God,  and  His  jadgaiODts  and  Hi«  stntnt«8." 

Nor  nas  tLis  sulrinn  covi-tiftut  eiitt-rvd  into  by  the  main  of 
Israi;!  nlooe.  Their  irirtt  nnd  tlieii  dauglUeri  ar«  distitiotjly 
aiid  emphatically  named  ^sn;  Nvhcmiah  x.  38),  as  anongrt 
thuae  who  liad  volaiiturilT  scparntcd   tLomscJvea  frum  tn« 

Qle  of  tie  land  nnto  the  Uw  of  their  God,  "every  du 
:iK  knowledge  aod  understanding."  And  m  chajv  viii., 
which  BO  tnipressively  and  affectingly  describes  the  reoQiiig  gf 
lite  law  by  Etra,  in  the  presence  of  tlie  whole  consregatioo  of 
inracl,  the  women  are  also  expre&^y  mentioned.  '  And  Eira 
the  prieat  broagfat  the  law  before  the  consreitation  both  nf 
HMD  and  \eemen,  and  all  that  could  hear  witn  uiideratanding," 
etc.  "  And  be  Kud  therein  before  the  atreet  that  wan  beforv 
the  water  gate  from  the  niorniuK  until  midday,  before  the  men 
and  tcomm,  and  tlioi^e  that  could  undi-n<laiid  ;  and  the  ear»  of 
all  tlie  [icop)e  were  attentive  unto  the  wcrdK  of  tlie  law." 

The  »CL-u«  must  intlfcd  liuve  bcfii  of  monroful  u)t«raat^ 
The  temple  WM  still  unbuilt ;  the  city,  by  for  the  gTcat«r  PBttw 
in  ruins.     On  a  pulpit  of  wood,  with  too  sad  mvmorUu  oc 
Judab's  departed  glory  all  around  him,  stood  E^ra,  probabliT' 
DOW  an  aged  man  ;  for  it  waK  some  years  Hince  he  bod  Im 
Babylon.     On  hia  right  and   lefl  hand  wore  thmnged  his 
brother  Levites,  who,  volnntanly  coni>(;crat«d  to  the  Mrriee 
of  their  God,  lent  a  dignity  and  solemnity  to  the  proccedinga, 
reminding  the  populace  of  thoeo  days  when  tlioy  officiated  in 
tlie  Temple,  and  the  gloiy  of  the  Lord  was  viiibly  revealed,^ 
Below  them,  aa  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  the  people  hi 
gatheml  theuaelTeaaa  one  nun,  ardent  and  earnest  to  he 
once  more  the  wordsofthe  Most  [Ii|jb  God.    Men  and  wumeB'4 
indiacriminat^lr  blended,  for  the  law  appealed  to  both,  and 
not  Uten  had  tne  bligtitinc  wordt  been  whispered,  tliat  woman 
has  DO  power  to  aeek  and  know  the  Lord — that  the  «tudy  and  J 
comprenenaion  of  the  law  are  for  man,  not  for  her,     We  sw 
her  iiasteiiing,  ercn  an  man,  to  listeu  to  the  vorda  of  her  God 
— to  accept,  with  tJie  whole  fervour  of  ber  ardent  heart,  Hi^ 
ooTcnaiit ;  and  she  is  welcomed,  not  r«bu)ced.  i 

"  And  tarn  opcii«d  the  book  in  the  tigbt  of  all  the  people 
(for  he  was  above  them) ;  and  when  be  opmod  it  all  the  peo- 
|je  stood  up ;  uid  Bun  blcncd  the  Lord,  tlio  great  God. 
And  all  the  people  answered.  Amen,  Amen,  with  lifting  up 
Ui«ir  handa ;  and  they  bowed  tbcir  head^s  and  wonhippea  tha 
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Lonlwitb  tlimr&MWi  to  thegTOOnd,"  Aik)  tJicD  "  tU<- Lerita 
CMised  tliv  |)vopl«  to  uodenUnd  the  U«  :  Mtd  thet-  rmI  ia 
Uw  book  of  Uie  Uw  of  Qod  dutiii'^llr,  uid  g^Te  tne  seoae, 
nud  caused  the  people  to  undcraUiid  the  radiag."  And  when 
tlie  people  would  have  wept— for  tliuir  own  snd  their  uioo' 
tor's  Wilful  dvptrture  from  tho  commands  uf  the  Lord,  stond 
^twfore  tbetu  mora  vividlf ,  nan  ftppalliog,  u  tber  tbiu  liit«ued 
>  Um  law — NdMmiah  sod  Eknt  forlinde  it>  for  toejr  said, "  Tbt 
«y  wu  holy  unto  tbe  Lont  their  God  :  moum  not,  dot  wocpi 
at  ^  your  war,  eat  the  fat,  and  driak  the  sweet,  siul  tttn 
grtioiM  unto  them  for  wham  nothing  is  lurepiBred  ;  for  tbii 
%y  is  holy  onta^  our  Lord :  oeither  be  jre  sony  ;  for  the  joj 
flf  the  liord  is  your  Mrengtb." 

Soleiaii  reji>ioiiu  in  ooooeqaenoe  followed  thb  public  rwidliig 
of  thi;  Uw.  Th«  reast  of  Tabernacles  wan  procUimpd  through-- 
out  ail  tbe  citie*  of  Judea,  and  obaerved  with  auch  loleinnt^ 
■nd  alMdiwn  a*  had  not  been  aince  tbe  i&yt  of  Joshua  Um  mo 
of  Nun,  and  in  exact  aooordanoe  vitit  tho  wHtton  Uw  tf 
Moms,  keeping  the  feMt  seven  days,  and  on  the  <righth  day  a 
■oleum  unemhly.  A  genvrol  fut,  ooofoMion  of  eins,  repent- 
ance and  prayer,  with  readiiw  the  taw,  and  worehipi»ng  the 
lent  tbeir  God,  eoon  after  followed,  tlte  Lcvitee  rebearsic^g  tbe 
■umy  tokens  of  the  £t«nial's  goodness,  from  the  seleotton  cf 
Abnliam  unto  the  present  time,  and  tlie  awfiil  wiokedDem  ef 
the  people.  Then  followed  the  acceptance  and  se^ng  of  the 
wwnant  by  tbe  men  of  Israel,  tteir  iciwt,  sons,  and  dau^ltun 
— iiflie  selectJoD  of  the  people — ttiL-  nien  to  dwell  in  Jenualtn 
— «tid  the  reet  of  the  peonle,  one  in  ten^  to  be  chosen  by  lot 
to  dwell  ia  Jenisaletu,  aiia  the  other  nine  to  dvrell  in  otb« 
cities,  and  thiLt  r«-people  the  still  ht-mitlfnl,  txit  moamfblly 
desulntc  Iniid.  In  the  twelfth  c)iaj>tvr,  we  &nd  th«  seleetMS 
of  [iTiPsts  niid  ufficeis  for  the  wnrwo  of  the  Temple,  and  tb« 
toleiun  dedication  nf  the  wall,  "with  ghkdoeea,  and  with 
Asnksgiving,  sad  witli  nnging,  with  cyuiuils,  |«utorii».  and 
barin.  Also  on  that  day  they  oOciud  great  sacn6eee,  and  re- 
joiced :  for  God  had  made  them  rejoice  with  great  joy  :  the 
tritee  and  children  rejoiced,  so  that  the  joy  of  Jerusalem  wm 
heard  even  afar  off.  Officers  for  tbe  treafiories,  offtriaa, 
fintfruits,  tithes,  singers,  portent,  all  were  appotntM,  enc^ 
in  luicorduuce  witli  tlie  Inw  of  Mnoes,  and  "  toe  wmtaudiDettt 
of  Davitl.  mid  of  Solomon  his  soil" 
The  mixed  multitude  was  also  sqiwrated  from  the  bhililRft 
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of  bm«L  Et«D  Toluali,  the  Ammonite,  olossly  nltiod  to 
B'iwhib  the  priest,  wbo  had  wtMikljr  kIIowkI  him,  althouBh  an 
Ammonite,  a  chamber  in  the  T<;mple,  woa  cast  forth  with  all 
his  hooaehold  stuff.  No  distiDction  of  pnsoDs  *as  made. 
All  Mho  had  married  etnnge  wives,  wmre  tncy  united  eveo  to 
llie  priest  and  hiehest  officers,  were,  if  they  refused  to  Bcpantt« 
from  their  unlawful  connections,  scouted  from  the  CODgrogatJou 
oi  the  Lord.  And  thu§,  al^«r  a  weary  interv^  faiUiniln«aa 
to  the  nligioD  of  Mow^s,  and,  in  consequenee,  external  hoA 
intern*]  peaioe,  seemed  once  more  about  to  be  the  portion  of 
Judea. 

But  let  it  not  be  ima^ned  that  tliis  was  dther  eaailj  or 
■atisfactorily  accomplished;  or  that  the  noble  mertioiu  of 
Sara  and  Neliemiah  were  productive  of  enjojmeDt,  and,  oon- 
■eqaently,  of  earthly  reward.  So  fkr  from  it,  that  if  we  read 
0*er  the  ixtoka  of  Ezra  mid  Nehemiah  atteutivelp-.  ne  must  bo 
Mniek  b_y  the  repeated  mention  of  humiliation,  fast,  and 
prayer  with  which  their  ofTorts  were  attended— the  constant 
vtrii^le,  constant  disappointment— the  liopo  roused  In  • 
Menuns  response  to  their  own  ardent  aspirations,  and  cnislied 

S»in  hjr  revolt  and  disobedience.  We  Bnd  both  Eira  and 
ebemiah  repeatedly  taking  on  themselves  the  burden  of  theii 
brethren 'e  gudt,  and  beeeecning  pardon,  as  if  themselves  were 
the  offenders.  The  prayer  of  Ezra,  in  the  oinUl  chapter  of 
the  book  bearing  his  Dame,  and  that  of  Nehemiah  in  his  first 
chapter,  are  the  meet  exquisite  illustrations  of  pure  pntriotism 
that  can  be  found  iD  any  hiatorj-,  and  should  cid  our  hearts 
(^ow  with  love  and  veueratiou  towards  men  wbo  so  toiled  and 
•offered  for  their  country  and  their  Qod.  Profane  History 
can  give  us  no  nobler  and  ]>uT«r  patriots  than  Esra  and 
Neberotah.  They  may  ti^tl  of  warlike  deeds  and  glonoot 
lieroism  ;  but  it  i»  a  nobler  heroinm,  a  more  exalted  valonr, 
which  can  stmgalc  on  to  free  thtrir  countrymen  from  self-in- 
flicted alavvry- from  tlwse  Bhacktc:!  of  the  tpirit,  which  arc 
t»r  moru  difficult  to  remo^-e  than  the  ahaoluce  of  n  tyrant. 
]&ra  and  Nehemiah  had  to  work  not  only  snintt  the  vmlaver, 
Init  also  afatnst  the  enslaved,  fir  men's  evu  pasnons  and  re- 
IwUioits  wuta  were  the  tyraot«  who  held  them  ohsined,  and  these 
were  to  be  anbdued  ere  freedom  could  be  achieved,  and  Jtidea 
Uhcrsted  Irom  the  thraldom  of  her  cjiildren's  stna.  Modem 
patriots  in  general  re.id  the  full  reward  of  their  exciting  en- 
tMprise  in  national  prosperity  and  individual  ^w^.    Tba 

BSS 


S7I 


KVSXTS  KJlRSATKD  BT 


dattlii  of  Bn*  utr]  Nehemi&b  m  not  specified ;  but  QuSr 
booka  nm»i  cnooftU  16  coDvince  m  Uuit  tiwy  bfili^l  imto  tfca 
end — th«t  iicrMniJ  AfignitidiwmeDt,  CATtlily  iliHtinctiniu,  en- 
t«r«d  DOt  tlivir  ttioiigliU.  T)mt  )iiul  indMil  douu  much  :  bat 
their  lives  probably  clooed  ere  half  thdi  pMriotic  wtaha  noa 
MooinplBhccI,  or  tbeir  oeandeM  exettwn*  cxqwdwI  witli  vieUi 
anccms. 

And  so  it  mnst  be  with  nil  thoM  vho  embark  heart  tai 
eoul  ill  the  glorious  •erriee  of  n  -peopWit  good.  There  m«t 
be  dArkness  and  despondency  but  tuu  ofUin,  eren  in  the  Dotilc 
!  mind,  nhich  hsa  cost  behind  it  all  tlroughl  of  selfish  etgoyment^ 
who  pines,  seeks,  oapiree  after  but  one  elorioos  goal,  the 
iiuprovement,  religioos  and  intrllcdaal,  of  iiis  species.  Tlxn 
must  be  sadneas,  there  must  be  disappointioent,  for  aoA 
I  minds  look  far  bofond,  into  space  and  timi-,  ood  hope  tt 
eotnpasB  the  sdvance  of  <ui  affe  in  the  brief  period  of  oa> 
llumaD  life.  Tbey  feci,  tlivy  kouw  vhat  should  Iw ;  iher 
thirst,  tliey  frtrucgle  after  its  attAinment  with  a  gianti 
BCrengtb,  forgetful  that  in  the  >niliTi<lual  minds  of  the  vmI 
tnias  of  their  fellom,  theT«  may  bo  but  one  little  Kraia  of  thi 
immortal,  the  intellectual,  wliich  is  so  rcRtleaaty  working  in 
tiiemselTefl ;  and,  therefore,  that  time  only  caii  behold  tht 
neeplion  and  acknowledgment  of  those  ini[><irtant  Ends  ui 
IVuths,  which  they  so  vividly  behold. 

Those,  then,  who  would  serve  their  fellows,  most  b«  ansed 
with  patience,  witlt  peneveoraoce^  whidi  will  lud  them  wotk 
on,  in  the  vur^  face  of  disappointment,  and  an  utter  want  at 
aynipathy ;  with  hope  that  will  earry  them  oo  her  ongcl 
wings,  above  the  niggedness  and  toil  of  mere  earthly  laboar; 
with  faith  that  will  Took  into  the  future,  to  behold  there  Ihi 
frnitioD  of  those  seed*  which  they  have,  perltaps,  even  nv 
consciously  sown. 

Would  we,  then,  in  truth,  labour  in  the  cause  of  God,  by 
endeavouring  to  benefit  our  fellows,  we  must  utterly  aonihiiate 
the  vain  presumptuous  dreiim  that  we  shall  l)ehold  our  own 
work,  and  thus  reap  a  reward  which  luw  never  yet  been  CouBd 
OD  ea^.  Whv  do  we  see  so  many  turn  their  sboutden  ^un 
the  wheel  at  tno  very  moment  wheu  they  should  peiaeveret 
Wtiy  do  we  see  the  bmt  am)  noblest  eiertioos  often  checked 
in  tlieir  firvt  vij;our,  and  never  rusumed  t  Wliy  do  we  hew 
so  many,  whose  words  hod  once  been  so  eloquent  with  hope  c( 
good,  in  a  few  brief  yeois  speak  hut  of  the  prcvaleon  of '    " 
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_.j  impomlnlitj  of  achieriDg  ati^it  of  IsrtJng  worth !  Wlir  T 
because  thejr  look  to  prmtnt  rtward — they  expect  to  we  toe 
tnatond  /ruit  More  even  the  Mmt  cuuM  li&ve  taken  root ; 
they  provided  not  Agnliut  disapjraintmcut ;  they  studied  not 
the  ragged  nature  of  mao  ;  they  look  not  bsick  into  the  past, 
and  eoin]Mtring  it  vith  the  present,  mark  what  wxw,  «ad  uAtU 
j«— «lkd  note  tlio  long  years  which  intervcaed  before  improve* 
menta  which  vo  now  feel  ao  common,  that  they,  are  no  loogM 
improvements  could  be  Accepted  and  acknowledged.  The; 
forget  that  almost  every  national  benefit  conferred  on  maa^ 
was  iu  its  first  projection  deemed  a  very  madness,  and  more 
than  one  of  its  hapieaa  originators  persecuted  unto  death. 
Yfltthe  weds  which  sapposed  maniACS  planted,  fl«(w  tcUhend: 
thej  lay  in  often  uoconffenial  soil,  proving  their  exUtence,  and 
pusii^  from  one  mind  into  another,  perchance  only  by  a 
proatji  which  bore  them  unconsGious  of  its  burden,  till  in  the 
proper  time  they  bunt  into  full  blossom,  were  cherished, 
loittefed,  for  men  had  advanced  while  that  little  iieed  lay  iu 
abeyance,  and  then  ripened  into  fadeless  fruit. 

IrrvIeTant  as  these  remarlu  may  appear  to  our  subject,  yet  a 
little  coosideraUoii  will  prove  their  application. 

In  Judaism,  tut  in  every  thing  else,  ihe  present  in  an  age  of 
advaocemenlr— of  improvement.     The  law,  indeed,  which  God 

f;ave,  remains  pure,  perfect,  i^lij^rnal  a^  lliiuitelf,  needing  non^ht 
rom  m^n ;  but  it  in  in  the  ol**erva»£e  of  thai  law,  its  fpirituat 
c&TtfmuiM,  ill  which  we  Kmark  prognuioa,  and  hail  it  with 
glowing  thankful  iie«ct,  an  need,  which,  when  ripened  into  fruit, 
wUl  lead  v»  once  more  to  our  own  Holy  uud.  and  to  tbe 
foslored  bivour  of  our  Uod.  But  we  are  no  enthuriacta  to 
Wieve  this  will  be  either  ui  oar  own  time,  or  in  that  of  fomt 
ffenorations  down.  We  do  not  Mupposv^  becauM  there  ie  a  stir 
in  our  ranks— an  n»i)inktioa  after  hoUnes*— a  struggle  with 
deep-rooted  prejudices,  —  a  desire  to  bcoome  purer,  more 
Buititnal,  more  cnlighteiiud, — that  we  shall  look  upon  th« 
fiuit  of  such  holy  seed, — that  twenty,  fifty,  ^,  even  a  hundred 
years  will  complete  the  full  perfcotion  of  the  glorious  End  for 
which  wo  rupirs  now.  No  I  And  wt  wonld  coQJure  and 
beseech  our  uetbivn,  in  whom  heaito  lieth  the  aident  de«iro 
to  accomplish  national  and  individual  ^ood,  to  think  witli  us 
;— to  dv^potul  not,  if  they  behold  nothing  whicli  would  ruvoal 
^hat  the  holy  sot^d  ha"  taken  rout,  but  much  to  make  them 
able  that  it  lias  fatted  into  air.     Let  tltcm  but  ccae*  to 
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hope  to  reap  nhst  th«7  -nw — Ivt  ihtai  bnt  look  far  into  9p»e» 
ftna  Time,  and  rest  content  that  tlt«ir  Inbours  will  tlien  briaf 
forth  fruit — only  let  tbein  nerve  themsdvee  to  work,  witbnot 
the  faiut«st  rlream  of  earthly  Twompense  or  viaiblc  nixm, 
and  labour  on.  They  "will  nave  cast  th«ir  breul  apan  Uw 
waters,  and  they  will  find  it  after  many  days." 

It  is  not.  however,  onl^*  in  a  gensrilly  natiouJ  view  tlut 

we  have  taken  this  rapid  sketcb  of  the  books  i>f  Ezra  ami 

Neliemiah.    They  are  particularly  imnortant  ^>  ns  as  wonm 

I'Vf  larael,  bordeued  an  we  are  with  tfie  charge,  that  JndaiiB 

'  desnules  aad  eDaIa?ea  UH.     Qy  the  etipecial  mention  of  vtm 

^sncl  womm  in  erery  ccreinoDy  and  covenant  with  which  bia 

and  Nehemiah  again  nr^janlied  tlie  pec^le,  it  w  very  etidnt 

that  no  writteu  or  eren  traditional  law  then  existed  tn  onr 

rdiapantgemcnt.     Neither  had  captivitr,  and  a  residence  niUia 

'  heathen  people,  altered  the  national  equality  of  the  nxM, 

I  which  ill  every  reli^iono  ordinance  the  Jewiah  taw  oonuiuadAl 

This  in  a  very  important  truth ;  as  th«  period  of  Exra  b  many 

ycitre  removi'd  from  Hie  direct  interforonoe  of  the  AInughH 

with   His  people  :    and  in   such  a  time  of  eonfosion  OM 

departure  from  the  pure  law,  imd  there  been  any  tnidittoul 

statute  which  could  have  allowed  the   de"radation  of  the 

[%eaker  sex,  we  should  find  it  acting  againtit  tiiem  in  full  foKt. 

IfltiA  the  women  of  Israel  been  accustomed  to  jiiiti  in  religiooj 

'txercifles,   or  to   feel   themselves  of   no  importance  in  tli* 

ConKre^ation  of  the  Lord,  it  is  not  likely,  that  a(W  so  loog 

an  iiit^^rvol  of  captivity,  when  the  national  ceraiKnuea  wn 

■eotB)}ci!>?d  to  be  suspended,  we  should  find  them  so  ^tgti^ 

flocking  t'>  liitti-n  to  the  rt^ading  of  the  law,  brioginf  thai 

children  with  them  to  join  in  the  cuife^uon  and  hnmutatioB 

for  national  sin,  and  to  enter,  heart  and  soul,  into  a  ooTeoaat 

to  walk  in  the  law  of  Mowe.^.   They  liml  no  doubt  aeen  eacagh 

in  their  captivity,  of  the  women  of  other  conntrtea,  to  feel 

[inore  ^atcfully  than  ever,  their  own  superiority  in  atation, 

atellect,  and  responsibility,     Eagerly  and  joyfully  then  thw 

Bmed  obedience  to  that  law,  which  guided  and  pnit4^M 

'^hem  with  such  mild  and  gentle  guardianshin,  lifting  op  their 

hearts  to  A  Father  in  heaven,  who  so  watchea  over  and  teoded 

thcra,  and  compelled  man  to  assign  them   that   statioa  eC 

equality  and  roi^pectful  tendeme.'s,  which,  without  snch  h«i 

would,  if  wc  jud^e  of  tiie  manners  and  customs  of  other 

and  cotcmporat}-  nations,  have  inevitably  bc«n  ntftwed  i ' 
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With  this  impoTtatit  fact,  then,  wc  clow  our  prcMOt  Period, 
uid  with  it  the  rvc<>nl.%  of  uur  fctunlo  anccKtun.  wbich  an 
found  ia  tin-  Bibl«.  Our  siiocciMliDg  Parte  will  contaui 
DOticcM  of  thotc  i>xa]t<'il  Hebrew  fciii»Ics  meotioued  in  JonephiM 
^-ft  bficf  njTtvw  of  Israel  as  she  was  after  the  vrcctioo  oi  tbt 
Noood  tumple — and  tlio  etfeclA  of  vai,  dispenion,  and  per- 
Becution.  upon  her  now.  We  alioll  find,  even  thuro,  enough 
to  canfimi  us  in  the  position  ve  have  advanced;  but  even  hod 
ire  not— even  if  the  records  of  more  modern  Judaism  presented 
nothing  but  a  dark  and  awful  picture  of  social  and  individual 
degradation — even  if  Utwn  were  promulgated  bv  erring  mao, 
depriving  na  of  our  Ion|{-gnuited  privileKca,  ado  debosioff  as 
m  the  aaiie  of  creation  nnicli  1>e)ow  our  brother  man — stul  it 
would  prove  nothing  btit  the  fearful  ofTectA  of  suiier^ilitioD  and 
intolerance  on  the  humnn  mind.  It  could  not  do  awaf  vith 
tbe  law  which  God  Himself  had  given.  It  dare  not  term 
itMlf  divine,  if  it  contradict  one  item  of  that  wlitch  tlit;  Bible 
bold*  up  before  us,  alike  in  the  precepts  sivei)  by  the  voico  of 
Gwl,  and  in  the  history  of  His  female  children;  and,  tJierefore^ 
■s  in  not  one  precept,  in  not  one  mention  of  woman  in  the 
Word  of  God,  can  be  discovered  one  evidence  of  her  social  « 
individual  abasement,  so  mnat  imt  only  the  I&raettte,  but  Ida 
O])poneiits  be  convinced,  that  the  women  of  Israel  needs  no 
other  law,  no  other  faith  but  her  own,  to  convince  her  of  her 
immortal  dextiny  and  lier  earthly  duties — to  guard  the  hollowed 
eirde  of  her  home— or  raise  her,  sm  an  individaal,  to  perfect 
KMUslity  with  man. 
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•WB  Are  now  to  coauueDca  &  period  in  the  Historj*  uf 
.Women  of  Israel,  complet«l7  and  eveu  {»iiiftill>-  diHtinct 
any  which  ititd  gi>De  before  it.  IndtiM,  to  cnmpUcated.  to 
amalgamated  with  the  hlMories  of  other  oatioos,  ao  littic 
purely  titttioniJ  is  IiirAd,  and  so  few  wid  far  between  arv  the 
notices  of  women  in  the  history  of  the  nation  from  the  death 
of  Nt^hcmiah  t<>  the  tli^pcntiou— that  there  is  vecy  very  littJe 
which  we  can  claim  our  own,  or  from  which  we  can  glesn  the 
con«>lation  and  lemons  for  individual  snciat  j^idance,  wluoh 
are  preseatod  in  the  word  of  God.  So  little  is  there,  in  (ut, 
of  woman,  that  we  may  be  censured  for  dwelliag  ta  Innzoa 
a  Deriod  which  has  so  httle  to  do  with  a  work  entitled  '^tw 
Women  of  Israel,"  as  almost  to  contradict  it*  ii«m«.  Tet 
where  th>;re  are  no  very  few  works  relaUve  to  onr  htttory  in  tile 
vernacnlar  idiom,  and  atill  fewer  in  which  the  Hebrew  himaeU 
comes  furward  with  an  atlem|>t  to  fill  np  tiic  void  in  ubooAl 
literature,  atid  Kive  the  youtii  of  hi;«  nation  "-tir  BiBtntnnOT, 
distinct  from  the  p(.-ciiliar  teaete  which  must  pemdo  tbe 
writings  of  the  most  liberal  of  other  creeiU;  w  trust,  thkt  Bo 
linger  *  little  while  on  our  seoeral  history  uid  thus  explain 
away  some  of  the  errors  and  prejudices  which  have  oucon- 
Bciously  gathered  round  us  from  unaMwered  accoaktioDs,  nuy 
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not  be  oonndered  unnecessary,  or  evea  imelevant  U>  the  subject 
oil  wliicli  we  iiiofecaed  to  treat 

Wlicrc  there  it  do  atliuion  to  tlie  WomeD  of  IhtmI  of  the  sMf, 
let  it  Iw  tiiriicmbered  that  we  aro  writing  jW  the  Winneti  of  Umel 
of  the  iinnvnt,  and,  tlkCrofons,  thut  we  d«  mil  tU-piirt,  from  the 
profuwKiii  of  our  tiUe,  To  the  men  of  lenMjl — thy  wcrlts  of  wir 
own  oncicnl  writure  ftrc,  or  oiijilit  to  be,  opirfi ;  and  tliey,  there- 
fine,  auinut  iici'd  th«  focblc  vMort  of  a  fc^maFi.-  pen :  but  woman 
doeii  She  has  iicithcr  the  timo  nor  piivilogc,  nor,  in  fact,  the 
capability  of  socking  and  penetrating  into  the  vast  tomes  of 
stupendous  Icaniing,  the  complicatod  and  allegorical  iiucstions 
and  replies,  uarratlvea  and  histories,  contoinoo  in  the  works  of 
our  venerable  tcacheis ;  but  is  she  on  that  account  to  remain 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  history  of  hw  people,  in  which,  whether 
in  prosperity  or  advereity,  in  natriotUm  or  persecution,  she 
has  erer  borne  a  distinguish^a  part  ?  How  is  she  ever  to 
realise  that  spirit  of  nationality  and  holiness  which  should  be 
so  peculiatlv  ner  own,  if  she  knows  little  of  her  uatiuual  hiatiiry, 
save  from  (Jentile  writers — how  kiiow  what  is  demanded  of  her 
now,  if  she  diies  nut  sometimes  ponder  on  the  jiiul,  reintiiiberin^, 
while  she  shuddent  at  the  awful  HufTeriuga  of  her  |ieo)>le,  that 
what  ba»  btft,  mat/  n^ain  U  !  And  ia  ahe  endowed  with  the 
•ame  noble  spirit  which  Kuided  her  haplesi^  alienators  ?  Uaa 
the  the  aiiiue  deep  love  uf  her  (}>j<1  ami  Hh  religion,  which  will 
i«ep  her  faithful  in  the  luidnt  of  the  horrom  of  pentecution,  or 
amidtt  the  yet  more  diiugcrouH  ordtin!  uf  prositerity  and  peace  I 
How  is  she  to  know  this  if  she  hiokM  upon  herself  only  as  ths 
Jd  of  the  soil  which  htu  given  her  a  home  and  all  id  atten- 
Dt  blcsinng!!  ?  How  a  Hhe  to  feel  this  if  she  looks  on  the 
Dry  of  her  pooplo  as  far  too  antiquated  to  concern  htr 
now,  and  lunds  but  too  ready  an  car  to  tlie  false  tale  that 
aocunt  and  modern  Judaism  an  totally  distinct.  How  is 
she  to  reject  pny'udice.  and  to  si^parato  the  true  from 
,tho  Cube,  if  all  her  information  concerning  the  history  of  her 
ijwopUbe  derived  from  Gentile  writers?  It  is  expecting  far 
too  nuch  from  human  nature  to  believe  that  we  can  /mI  at 
Jtwtoaiy  because  we  are  barn  tuch — more  particularly  women, 
iriw,  weitig  80  little  different  in  the  daily  routine  of  their 
doBieetJe  lives  ftom  those  around  them,  may  be  liable  enttielr 
to  overlook  their  nntiouatity,  and  imagine  that  a  formal  aa- 
berence  to  peculiar  forms  and  oeremoniw  is  sufficient  for  them ; 
[  and,  in  oon»e<]ueuoe,  know  mneh  less  of  their  own  hisUit;, 
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tcerainz.  « it  docs,  with  «o  mudi  to  intenst  and  i^pal, 
th^t  of  the  couiitT}'  tti  wliicli  thej  dvcU. 

Ibe  ecucity  of  Jcirish  works  bj-  JewUli  writera  is  the  red 

eutat  of  this  mucli  rcj^'tti^l  wiL     Wo  have  hiatorics  withoat 

Dumber,  and  suitod  to  eveiy  age  &ud  evny  t«8t«,  of  otim 

oouutrifa;  bat  whore  shall  w«  find  odo  of  the  Jews  which  m 

.oan  safely  put  into  the  lutnds  of  »ur  children  and  yoatfa  I* 

rTh«  love  of  England,  of  PraDC«,  of  America,  i*  imbibed  vil4 

tlKir  ttrowth,  because  thej  know  and  delight  in  evsnr  tttal  of 

tltem  their  ailopted  eoootriee  ;  and  tbey  would  f«cl  the  mn* 

J  towanla  their  own  land  could  they  learn  «  much  ooncenun^  it 

To  provide  for  thia  waut  cannot  be  aocomplishod  in  a  woik 

like  the  prt^ent.    The  writer  haa  ontjr  mentioDcd  then  tUiijiS 

to  exphiin  why,  instead  gf  oooclading  when  the  biogi^bieivf 

tixv  "Women  of  Israel "  nay  appear  to  oonclud«,  oottoiiiK  ouir 

the  few  female  oharacten  nhicit  may  be  casually  meotioboi 

|ifrDm  the  erection  of  the  Secmid  Temple  to  the  Dispersion,  ilte 

'  wefcn  taking  a  rapid,  but  connectea,  surrey  of  the  history  vf 

oer  people  during  lltat  period.     Where  uotioes  of  imliridiuJi 

fUn  narcfl,  we  must  endeavour  to  defend  our  pnoitjou  froo 

Igeoeralitios.     Analogies  may  be  drawn  from  the  histories  «l 

"ttates  as  well  as  from  the  biograpliira  of  indiriduals ;  and,  m 

WB  prooeed,  we  aball  find  that  much,  which  may  appear  Am 

a  mere  superficial  glauoe  trrelerant  to  the  IPomm  of  Inatl 

ihdivithialh.  will  yet  so  bear  upon  them  $ocially,  that  oar 

assertion  of  their  non-degradation,  their  equality  and  clevatioii 

t|n  the  Jewish  law  and  in  Jewiah  history,  will  be  strongly  aaJ 

'  inannwcrably  confirmed. 

The  return  of  the  Jews  from  Babvlon  did  not  HBtmii  tliat 
oatioDalitv  and  excluHiveness  which  Ltra  and  Nohe miab  hoped, 
and  for  wiiich  they  laboured.  With  the  Babylonish  capttri^ 
ha<l  in  tnith  cndt-d  the  biiilory  of  JutUca  as  a  diatioot  natioa. 
The  very  division  uf  the  tribui*  appears  to  have  been  lost ;  and 
^Instead  of  the  patriarchal  territories  of  Reuben,  SimeWi 
^hraim,  etc.,  wconljf  rend  of  Saouuim  Galilee,  Perea,  Idunea, 
and  of  JudaMi  as  signifying  a  very  trifling  portion  of  wlwt  bad 
OQce  been  compnecd  under  that  name.  Two  triWa  ooty 
returned  fivm  captivity,  aud  for  them  the  province  tvroMa 
Jodffia  might  have  boon  sufficient;  but  bow  changed  miut 

*  Uilouui'l  1«  u  axeniitioa.     Whitt  w«  «uit,  nnt  thoM  hUCoriM  wU(k 
i  w«aui  put  into  ]roung  pmooi'  bknila  j  M  wrHlcu  Uikt  Qivj  ar*  nad  iw 
,  oot  M  twk*. 
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'  bftve  felt  was  the  upcct  of  their  once  beanttfli]  lan^— 
how  vainly  liave  yoarned  to  behold  their  bretlireD  OOCQpjritU 
the  t«iritDriea  whicii  tind  been  aaaisned  them  by  God  Himwlt 
and  thron^nc  to  His  one  Teniplo  iu  the  fenate  He  haa 
appointee)  ?  Not  only  uere  strangers  and  aliens  within  thi'-ir 
l&tiil,  b'lt  ten  tribea  were  lost ;  and  they  theiuselv<«,  tlioiigli 
nomiiialiy  free,  iu  reality  atill  under  the  yoke  of  the  Persian 
kinra.  Nor  was  Palestiue  an^  longer  the  miy  reaidetioe  of  tUo 
ohi^ren  of  God.  OoTumumtieti  were  forminK  iu  muiy  pttrts 
of  the  world,  particularly  in  the  many  territorive  of  Perwik  iiihI 
in  ^Tpt  j  aiid  thus,  though  ontwardly  hound  bv  the  sninu 
nligion,  inwnrdly,  tnteretts  could  not  fail  to  be  dirldid, 
Mcordin^  to  tbo  podtion  whioli  they  ououpicd  in  connection 
,lrit)i  foreign  courtii. 

Of  the  constant  n:be!Iions  against  their  Heavenly  Ein^,  by 
tiie  recurrence  of  idolatry  and  thoee  awful  prscticcs  tnentiootd 
in  thepTerious  periods  of  their  history,  we  no  longer  hear;  but 
in  their  place  we  lind  asslmilttion  and  intimate  connection 
with  the  manners  aod  customs  of  other  nations.  In  fact,  so 
iataniately  blended  with  the  histories  of  Persia.  Macedon,  Syria, 
Egypt,  Parthia,  and,  finally,  Rome,  is  the  history  of  Juda>a 
from  the  Babylunish  Captivity  to  the  War,  that  it  is  acarvely 
poenbte  to  liiviiie  them,  or  6nd  any  national  incidents  of 
•aflicient  note  as  to  enable  us  to  dwell  upon  them  as  we  have 
hitherto  done.  Tlte  Eternal  had  veiled  His  face  from  them. 
Eren  in  thi-ir  return  we  liud  uo  evidence  that  He  had  restored 
them  thu  liglit  of  His  |ire»ence,  and  acknowledged  them  onog 
morw  M  a  dij^inct  and  holy  nation — ^Koveruea  by  Hinutlf. 
The  very  religion,  therefore,  appeant  to  liave  takun  a  differeDt 
aspect — the  High  Pnest  was  still  nominally  the  head  of  the 
aattoo—tbv  ceremonials  of  the  law  rigidly  and  prr«vvuringly 
obwrved — but  its  Ixinutiful  spirit  of  Fovo,  which  had  entered 
into  every  honschold,  bluwing  and  guiding  cverv  domestic 
reUtion,  appears  to  hare  been  entirely  lost,  from  the  national 
assimilation  with  othi^r  countries.  That  then?  were  still  families 
in  whom  this  blessed  spirit  existed,  true  and  faithful  to  every 
■piritual  as  well  as  outward  ordinance,  cannot  be  doubted ;  but 
in  the  darkness  enveloping  this  part  of  our  history,  wc  can  only 
trace  the  generi]  departure  of  nationality  and  prevolonoo  of 

EWio  eril  which  so  repeatedly  exposed  us  to  misery  and  wratli. 
fore  the  Babylonish  captivity,  even  the  periods  of  most  awful 
'ni^oity  were  iUnminated  by  rays  from  God  Himself  iu  the  holy 
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mm  who,  insptred  bjr  Him,  stood  up  to  tbreaten  of 
Wc  were  not  left  entirely  to  our  own  bearte — to  sin,  nm^ 
liuked;  but  od  nnr  retam  from  Bdbyton  tbia  QUjjht  no  laofft 
be — re  had  titdeed  ponvr  to  tubdud  gin  and  beeom*  /toly.  fitM 
onoe  ac&iD  to  occupy  tbe  promised  land,  aod  in  the  lace  of 
the  whole  earth  staoa  forth  the  choaen  ^leople  of  the  Li>r<l^  hut 
tUa  oonqueet  waa  to  be  achierod  by  mdividtul  atid  natigoil 
eObrt&  T\\«  Eternal  h^  iostracted  lu  in  thoee  tlun;p,  tb 
obaemaoe  of  which  would  regUD  Uis  hvoar.  He  lelt  u  to 
pursue  oar  own  pAtba. 

Daring  the  wan  of  Alexander  of  Haoadoo,  and  tlie 
cf  b»  succesBocs,  Jndea  ie|)e«t«dly  chanced  masten—  . 
tbaniore  peneiTe  how  little  she  can  be  cooaidend 
iudepeudeot  state.  So  few  claims  had  she  to  natiooalitT,  . 
we  iepeat«dl^  read  of  the  Hebrews  joiDUu;  voluDtani)>  ^ 
nuks  of  their  several  maateota — serriug  as  nitbful  soldiers  I 
the  Gi«ek  or  Bgyptiao,  and,  in  oooaeqaeoee,  imbibinf[  inters 
and  feeliuKs  totally  distinct  from  the  Hebrew  wuTion  of  I 
olden  time.  These  soldiera  seldom  or  never  ratumod  to  thdl 
own  laud,  trat  swelled  the  Jewish  colonies  of  other  states ;  and 
therefore,  lonf  before  the  ^eral  dispersion,  we  pcrc«ve  thi 
piophecjr  of  Muiwh  already  io  partiu  fulfilment — ^provinj;  si 
onoe  the  utt«r  (M-My  of  the  arj^inient  euturtaiiK^d  by  sont 
Gentika,  that  tJie  return  firoui  Uic  Bnbylciiii«h  captivity  is  tbc 
fulfilment  of  thoie  giorious  and  cotiAoling  promisee  contained 
Jn  all  the  Prophets — and  comforting  u«  by  Uie  convtotaon,  thai 
(these  thin^  are  yet  to  be. 

At  leogth.  however,  the  national  spirit  was  aroused ;  and 

for  a  brief  interval  independence  was  secured,    ^ks  aw&l 

«neltiea  of  Antioohos  Epiphancs,  the  unirerwl  Buffering  of  Uis 

whole  Jewish  people,  not  only  ftum  bodily  torowat,  butfinw 

ht  probibitioa  ot  tbinr  sacred  law  (whicli,  of  oooise  on  the 

DStant  became  mote  dear),  the  dcteoration  of  tiieir  hoi; 

Temple — evils  so  terrible  could  no  looser  bo  endured;  and 

Lander  the  heroic  Maccnbean  brotheis,  the  Jews  threw  off  the 

r^olcc  of  slavery.     It  vmx  a  nublo  vpoch  in  our  history,  as  (nO 

I  of  diivalric  daring,  of  thcpurcal  palriotlsm,  of  the  most  heroic 

I'pcrwvL-nLnoe,  as  can  be  found  in  the  pages  of  any  histoqr, 

incieiit  or  modem.    Thvv  fought  for  no  personal  aggraa 
__  nciit — fi>r  no  increase  of  territory — ni>  aomioion  overj 
^fcllowif — but  simply  to  purify  tliuir  land  from  tho  abomii! 
trhich  hnd  desecrated  it*  holy  soil — to  re-establish  the 
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of  their  God.  and  obtain  the  freedom  of  their  penccnU-d 
brethren. 

Aikl  all  this  thejr  did.  The  plan  of  Dur  prenent  work  fdibidt 
our  lingering  on  this  glorious  epoch,  and  ne  are  compelled  tn 
paaa  it  by  as  brieUy  and  unsatisfactorily  as  all  our  i)lhirr 
histuric  notices ;  bat  what  Hebrew  of  either  sex  can  reat)  tht« 
period  of  Jewish  history,  even  in  the  narratJoD  of  tieiitile 
wiiters,  without  such  emotions  stirring;  within  bim  as  in- 
■tinotivelv  betray  his  near  connection  with  (ht  heroic  Bpiiits 
of  whom  ne  reads.  Have  we  uot  patriots  and  heroes,  oo  whom 
to  dwell  with  that  flowing  admiration,  m>  tlirilling  and  to 
bencflcial  to  our  aapinng  youth  i — and  shall  w«  only  Mtocinte 
oar  idr^an  of  the  Jewish  uatiun  with  what  she  u,  never  casting 
•  thought  on  what  iihe  wot  f 

11i«  induppiidiMice  wrought  by  the  Axmonaians,  or  Uac- 
oaboee,   pcruiitted  Judea,   for  a  brief  interval,  to  tak«  her 

Eatition  in  the  world  ad  a  AorenriKnly  governed  by  her  own 
ngK.  The  gratitude  of  the  people  naturally  led  to  the 
boitowal  of  the  royiil  dignity  on  the  family  of  their  dcliverera 
Simon  was  the  only  oni;  of  the  brothere  rcmMoiog  :  and.  in  a 
BBBenil  ancmbly  held  ikt  JenLsulum,  the  people  made  both  the 
Eii^  Priesthood  and  the  othce  of  EU^nt,  or  Prince  of  the 
Jews,  hereditary  in  hi:*  fnmily. 

Aiistobnlus  the  Pint,  the  grantUon  of  Simon,  was  the  firet 
who  Mnuned  the  title  of  Kinu'.  Hitt  father,  John  Hyrcanus, 
and  hie  mndfatber,  Simon,  linving  been  aatislied  with  their 
dignity  <^  High  Prievt,  and  bi-ing  acknowledged  by  foreign 
potentates  and  their  own  people,  a»  Princes  of  the  Jcwh.  The 
rc^  dignity  lasted  but  a  very  brief  intonal :  and  those  who  pos- 
anaed  it,  instead  of  strengthening  and  natiunalising  their  horn* 
dominions,  eodoavounng  to  restore  that  ancient  and  exclusive 
kingdom  which  had  once  characterised  Jndca,  were  oontinoally 
maUng  alliances  with  the  Romans,  and  other  states;  becoming: 
as  it  Were,  so  blended  with  them,  that  it  is  difficult  to  tegara 
Judea,  even  in  her  well-eanied  independence,  as  the  holy  and 
peculiar  nation,  which  she  bod  been,  and  was,  in  fact,  com- 
manded still  to  be.  We  find  it  difficult  to  recognise  her  as  tlw 
same  oaUoo  which  had  before  occupied  the  land.  Her  fret^aeot 
mtnions  to  other  countries,  her  alltancea  and  foreign  Iriend- 
ahips,  could  not  fail  to  decrease  her  nationality,  by  the 
constant  eBlux  of  Jews  to  distant  lands,  where  it  was  scarcely 
poaable  for  tbem  to  adhere  to  their  religion,  and  the  reiieatod 
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trni  invited  atdmiatioo  of  rtrftogcn  within  JndcL  We  con  oo 
lonmr  Kcognixc  th«  Higli  Fri«*t  of  Mosm*  ordiiuti<n),  wfao  wu 
to  bear  od  hit  bnut  umI  brow  tbu  solemn  sjrmbol  of  hjj 
inangantHNi ',  who  wu  to  minicter  in  the  holy  of  tu>liea,  tifl 
be  Memed,  in  the  oyes  of  the  pcoj>)e,  to  itsod  on  the  •my 
thrwbotd  of  bcftren  and  recvive  direct  commnoication*  fron 
the  Most  High.  Wo  cannot  recognise  this  peaceful  uA 
aacred  minister  in  th«  high  i>riBsthood  of  so)'  vhu,  after  Ik 
BaWlonisb  captivity,  bore  that  solemn  name.  The  serrioe  cf 
tli«  Temple  could  have  been  hnt  secondary  in  the  multittidiiioDi 
affairs,  foreign  and  domestic,  which  crowded  round  tho  I^ot 
or  Kovert-'ign  of  Jndea.  In  the  law  of  Moeea,  the  offices  wetf 
not  U>  be  united ;  becaoM;  in  the  Gnt  place,  the  tribe  < 
were  <ievoted  as  the  elected  prieste  or  servants  of  the  Ti_^^ 
Mu)  ftom  tliem,  therefore,  no  kini;  ooold  have  been  chowoT 
the  aeeoud,  engaged,  as  a  soveret^  moat  he,  in  ttaarn 
wan,  and  other  temporal  conceros.  Moms  Icnew  that  it  VM 
impoanble  for  him  to  devote  himftclf  to  spiritual  things,  as  Um 
office  of  High  Priest  demanded  ;  and  in  the  third,  no  kinf, 
who,  as  the  leader  of  armies,  must  have  been  a  slMddcT  cf 
baman  blood,  could  ever  have  been  sufficioDtly  piire  to  ban 
attended  at  the  altar  of  the  Mcwt  Holj.  David  waa  not  evea 
jMnDitt«d  to  build  a  "  Hoiue  for  the  Lord" ;  bow  much  \im, 
then,  could  he  have  officiated  as  Hi^  Priest  ? 

In  the  later  king),  one  prevention  to  their  obtaining  that 
[^AOlemn  office,  wiu  ended.  They  were  descended  from  rhr 
ieetly  line  of  Joiarib :  but  that  very  cticomatanoe  prora 
>w  completely  at  an  end  was  the  division  of  land  and  serriK, 
which  liad  formerly  characterised  Judea  and  her  boos.  W« 
are  told  rejieatedly,  "  unto  tho  tribe  of  Levi  Moses  gave  net 
»n^  inheritance:  the  Lord  God  wan  their  inheritance,  as  be 
said  unto  them.'  Uow  then,  if  the  divijtion  of  the  tribes  had 
continued  in  farce,  could  the  office  of  High  Priest  and  ktn| 
have  been  nuit«d  ?  How  could  a  ktng'it  inheritance  be  the 
house  of  the  Lord  God  alone,  aa  it  oouM  and  ought  to  be  the 
l^rieat's  ?  We  are  particular  on  thix  point,  because  it  in  oftn 
^Merted,  and  by  some  believed,  that  t)io  temporary  indir- 
endeace  of  Judea  as  a  sorereignty  fulfilled  the  prophedss; 
irheraas  tho  ve?y  (act  of  the  roTaTfiuDilr  descending  from  Levi, 
Hot  ^m  JuSah,  atxl  the  complete  ama*gamBtioD  <rf  the  tribei^ 
•o  tltat  their  division  was  imposnble,  is  a  sufficient  eridenJos  in 
btdf,  that  the  prophecies  oontained  most  forcibly  in  ftnlrid 
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zxxriL  front  verse  it>  to  tbe  eoA,  mul  in  the  vrliolc  of  tb« 
forty-«ighth  cbaper.wriv  not,  in  sny  one  «Dglc  point.  fiilQIlcd 
b;  OUT  return  from  fiabylun  ;  und,  tluTcforc^  must  iilliiilc  to  a 
p<>ruKl  centuries  mon:  distant  from  tbc  t«na  of  tbu  Prophet's 
life. 

Simon,  John  Ilyrcaiiii^Aristobulus  the  First,  and  Alcxandor 
JanoeeuB,  reigneii  Buccesaively,  uniting,  as  had  been  (established 
by  the  people,  tbe  priesthotHX,  with  the  royal  purple.  Alex- 
ander JanuieuH  left  tlie  crown  to  hia  wife  Alexanara.  and.  in 
Gonaequenci!,  tbe  bij;!i  priestbood  was  severed  from  the  crown 
and  given  to  Hyrcauns,  her  eldest  son.  Had  he  succeeded  hi? 
mother,  as  m»  anticipated,  the  oBices  would  bave  probably 
been  quietly  re-niiited.  But  the  darinj;  aud  aspiring  spirit  of 
his  youngvr  brother,  Ariiftobulus,  bv  cau^n^  internal  diasen- 
non,  gare  the  fir^t  fatal  bhiw  to  tiie  toCtAnng  independence 
(ao  called)  of  Juden.  On  the  death  of  Alexander,  n>-rcanuB 
wa«,  indeed,  nomioatMl  kin^,  and  the  children  of  Ariatobulua 
retained  ubotta^  fortbcir  fatber*8  conduct;  but  a  »ng;le 
battle  between  the  broUicn  dvuided  the  point.  Hyrconu*  con* 
sent«d  to  retire  to  prirat«  lila ;  and  Ari.-!tobiilus  waa  aclcnow' 
ledgeil  king.  The  high  pnc«tIiood  is  not  mentioned:  and 
irotn  the  continued  enmity  manifested  towanU  AristoDuloa 
br  the  PbansL'es,  who  were  mostly  prii-^ts  and  teachert^  it 
AJmotit  appeant  as  if  he  could  not  bare  occupied  that  station. 
Eroo  had  he  been  publicly  acknowledged  bigb  priest,  tb* 
of&cc  must  have  been  merely  nominal ;  for  his  constant 
foreign  and  civil  wars  would  have  allowed  him  btit  little  time 
or  inclination  for  attention  to  an  otbce  demanding  such  indi- 
vidual purity  and  domestic  peace. 

Tbe  independence  of  Jndea  (if  indeed  it  can  be  eo  called), 
reckoning  from  the  election  of  Simon,  in  14  B.C.  to  the  appeal 
of  the  brothers  to  PompL-y,  the  great  Koman  general,  in  63  RC, 
lad  lasted  eighty  yean — a  period  fraught  with  foreign  war 
and  civil  dL3sen.iion,  cruellies  and  miseries ;  resembling  indeed 
the  histories  of  the  uatinTiH  anitiiid  them,  but  utterlj'  incom- 
patible with  the  pure  Uw,  which  liad  guided  Judah  before  the 
captivity. 

We  read  of  Arixlohulus  tbc  Firtt  shuttiug  up  bis  mother  id 

trison,  and  stiirving  her  to  death,  because  his  fiither  having 
(t  tbc  crown  to  her,  she  naturally  refused  t»  relinquish  ber 
authority ;  aud  this  man  was  termed  a  high  priest  of  a  people, 
whom  beautiful  law  had  commnndod  that  uveu  disrespect  to  a 
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mother  ^louM  be  punished  with  d«ath  1  We  read  of  brotti 
amuDg  againot  brothera,  Ui«  moot  influential  irapriaoung  and 
CTOD  miirdering  Hie  othera — of  J«w8  risi&g  a^nst  Jem,  n 
oompeUed  to  figiit  ogiuimt  each  other,  hy  joiniiig  oppomu 
,  ami  lulinttiiu  Um  iiit«n«t«  of  dim-rent  Btat«a.  W« 
in  ruin  ((>r  that  beautiful  Pi>irit,  which,  bad  the  law 
been  obeyed,  would  ban  qiiiet«d  and  hallowed  the  peo|>la. 
We  glance  over  thcu  adccoiiig  hmroni,  and  asb,  aie  mat 
Rooroa  of  a  people  to  wliom  God  Ilinuelf  spake  in  thnndet 
fnm  Mount  Binai,  aod  dciKticd  to  give  a  law  which  all  hod 
the  power  to  obey,  and  whicii,  if  obeyed,  would  have  biooj^ 
down  the  days  of  heaven  npon  earth '.  Can  we  marvel  w  n 
'  the  appalling  history  of  the  Jews,  froDi  their  rHnm  ffom 
yloD  to  the  last  war,  at  the  awful  ponidbinenU  and 
fxaiaeries  which  have  boon  their  portion  in  every  quarter  of  tb* 
lobef  And  yet,  while  other  nationa  have  paned  away  fbc 
*er,  )e*ving  not  a  trace,  we  »till  remain  aa  witneaaea  of  tlw 
"ftwAil  eflfeot^  of  human  sin  ;  and  more  tlirilling  atill,  of  that 
clMiij.'«leMi  truth  which  had  said  we  sltould  be  a  people  hefbn 
Hini  FOR  EVEB,  and  therefore  we  exist ; — of  that  unfatbomabW 
mercy,  which  holds  out  promiaee  of  pardon,  roatontion,  love, 
and  therefore  we  may  hope  and  pnj,  and  eling  to  Him  as  nor 
Rock  of  Refiige  atilL 

Of  our  domeatic  hiatoty  aa  a  poople  daring  these  eig^ 
yean,  we  can  glenn  little,  except  that  at  the  very  tiine  the  Itir 
BO  appallingly  dioobcyed  onit  disr^orded — there  bid 
en  men,  stem  and  exclusive  odhcrvnta  of  both  writtcu  aad 
'  traditi(Hi&l  laws.  At  tho  vcn-  time  that  in  some  poiata  all 
uationalitv  appeared  entiivly  Icet,  and  Jude*  only  aouglit  fet 
temporal  domtniona,  which  might  be  secured  and  widened  by 
bottile  want  or  peaceful  alliances  with  other  ]iot«ntat«s,  a 
n>irit  of  exclu.siveness,  of  rigid  obHervaiice  of  some  portions  of 
tne  law  had,  ax  in  direct  contradiction,  chained  one  body  tS 
3cm.  We  art-  told  tltat  "  the  law,  which  of  old  was  per- 
petually violated,  or  almost  forgotten,  was  now  enforced  by 
seDent  ooiiaent,  to  it«  extreme  point,  or  even  bcvond  it 
i^oiM  before  on  every  occasion  to  adopt  the  idoUtnw 
of  tiu-ir  neignbotin,  they  now  acoludcd  themaelvei 
I  the  rwt  of  the  world,  in  proud  naniraneo  of  tlicir  own 
^relipona  superiority — their  eity.  their  native  aoil,  their  re- 
fl^on^  became  the  oI^t^cM  of  the  most  pamonato  attachment : 
ance  of  the  Sabbath,  wad  wtn  of  the  aabbaOical 
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Tear  wow  enforced  with  rigour.  In  short,  from  this  period 
(the  return  (irom  captiviU-)  cotnmenceii  that  unsocial  spirit^ 
that  hatred  towards  mankiud — that  want  of  humaiiit-y  to  all 

tbttt  their  own  kindred,  with  wliich  they  have  beeti  brauded  by 

fall  the  Roman  wriure."* 

tiuB,  Plough  an  eloquent  paasaf;e,  scarcely  appcara  to  hav« 
■uffcieDt  fonodation,  as  actuating  the  whole  nation.  How 
could  the  whole  law  be  rigidly  enforced  when  we  tee  Aris- 
tobnlos  the  First  acting  as  we  have  noticed  ?  How  could  the 
laws,  alluding  to  the  extreme  purity  and  sanctity  of  the  high 
prieet,  have  oeen  obeyed,  when  that  office  was  bo  often  filled 
Dj  a  warrior  I  How  could  they  be  »aid  to  keep  themnelTefl 
necladed  as  a  nation,  when  we  ate  so  nmny  thousands  fighting 
under  (he  banner  of  foreign  kings,  and  accepting  ofhcu^  and 
d%nitit?i  nt  their  hiuids  1  How  could  they  demonstrnttt  hatred 
to  all  mankind  whi:ti  foreign  alliances  were  so  often  mai.1el 
And  we  mhalt  find  Hi-rod  sending  his  own  sons  to  K<>me  for 
their  e<liiration,  and  forming  intimate  friendships  with  An- 
thoDy  and  otiier  nuhln  Roiniins.  How  could  the  manneri 
and  cuHt'ims  of  their  land  and  religion  he  said  to  chiini  thuir 
most  piUHionatA  attiLchoient,  when  we  see  kings  and  people  >a 
tittta  Dvihilously  cultivating  the  manners,  arts,  guinea,  and 
vices,  firet  of  OreecK  and  then  of  Rome  ! 

Aa  a  people  ami  a  nation,  whatever  they  might  have  prv- 
fmmJ,  they  acted  contrary  to  the  law  of  God,  in  plunging 
deoper  and  deeper  into  the  dark  abyss  from  which  no  arm 
either  heavenly  or  earthly  could  be  stretched  forth  to  save 
them.    To  a  curtain  body  of  tbe  nation,  the  piisstuu  wu  have 

J  noted  may  be  applicable ;  and  it  is  to  them  wo  allude,  aa  in 
le  midst  of  national  anarchy  and  disobedience,  even  in  the 
nudrt  of  their  own  too  often  mistakeo  lenl,  the  presen'cn  of 
the  religion  and  the  law. 

To  obtiuD  a  just  and  impartial  estimate  of  the  real  character, 
tnteotioDB,  antl  bcariup  of  this  body,  known  ea  the  Phari»ce(i, 
is  to  the  Hebrew  of  the  present  day  attaost  impomiblc.  The 
Jew,  whose  mind  and  heart  hav^  been  guided  by  his  Talmudical 
studies,  cannot  fail  to  regard  them  with  the  deepest  veneration 
and  love ; — the  Jew,  who  has  known  them  only  through  the 
median)  of  Gentile  writers,  must  unconsciously  imbibe  a 
portion  of  their  fooling,  and  perhaps  regard  tbvtn  only  m 
eupereUtioua  sniota,  following  the  letter  of  the  law,  but  not 
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I  tfiiib.    The  alluaoD  to  the  PhariacM,  in  the  book  whicb 
GviittUii  believe  divine,  wd  the  BnWqncnt  •xplaaatiou  it 
their  Tiinuus  commentuiea,  cannot  fail  to  cngODOer  thit  tfinl 
Bat  the  Hebrew  should  guard  ajicainat  imbibing  it,  becitit>r  Uw 
view  is  him  in  miuij  of  Hi  bciiriiiM.     It  is  rerj'  difficult,  wbco 
we  on\y  pcMHM  hiatoriet  written  by  Gentiles  in  a  libenl  ud 
friendly  e[nri^  and  containing  to  much  with  whicli  wa  can 
fiiUy  sympathise,  to  realise  that  on  Home  pointa  u  Hebivn, 
oar  opinions  must  form  tlicmsdves,  and  not  be  guided  hj 
^tboae  of  the  historian.    The  Phariaees  is  one  of  these— oo 
which  we  must  reflect  and  exorcise^  oor  own  judgment,    lb 
Babbiuical  historian  would  uDliceitatdngly  pronounoe  tJieiD 
Ljunis,  aa  little  lees  holy  or  inspired  than  the  prophets  thom- 
[Wlves ; — the  Gentiles,  as  cruel  prejudiced  bigots,  hiding  tbt 
fuoat  fearful   vices  under  tlie   roaek  of  extKmest  SBMtilr. 
I  Both  are  probably  vrronK.    The  Pli&ri^ees  were  but  men.  liaUi 
I  to  all  the  fAilincs  of  humanity ;  but  their  r^igioo.  even  if 
k«arrie<l  beyond  the  law,  vn-t  honc&t  and  sincere.     The  Isxity 
pand  iiioiflTereuce  of  the  multitude  compelted  a  great«r  dtot* 
Tstrictueas  ;  they  were  forced  to  tmm  aruund  tlicm  a  wttltf 
lusivcnees,  lest  they  too  ahoald  fall.    They  beh^  th* 
t'lwflil  evils  creepiiu  steadily  amidst  all  ranis,  and  was  it 
[strange  that  they  should  liave  enooiitaged  an  unaocinl  sfint, 
and  held  themselves  aloof  t    Tliey  beheld  foreign  mnuuersaai 
lustonis  dustroyino;  the  natioiiHlity  of  their  people  and  IsMJi 
that  the  law  of  tneir  God,  which  they  justly  held  BttprosL 
Kas  disregarded  ;  and  wiis  it  unnatural  that  thay  shoon 
seclude  themselves,  proud  of  their  spiritual  superiority— or 
that  their  attachment  to  their  land  and  Temjilc  lUioutd  in- 
crease in  puHsionate  intensity,   as  they  beheld  it  ao  o&a 
iinmj)led  up<)u  and  desecrated  by  foreif^ers  ?    Ths^  a  wanted 
ebarity,  of  humility,  of  forbearance,  marked  their  teligiA 
night  be ;  nay,  iu  that  terrible  jjeriod  it  could  acaKcly  k 
otherwise.     Party  spirit  even  then  had  dried  op  tka  chauMll 
of  socifll  aAt'ctioij,  and  the  epirit  of  love  and  meekness  whi(k 
tlic  reli^^ioti  of  Moftea  taught,  could  not  bo  rciliseil  in  tbe 
tii)i)ult»r  tumults  and  crimcA  for  ever  nging  round  them,    la- 
flividual-i  there  were,  no  doubt,  oombtning  the  purv  spirit  and 
lovinL'  mitid  with  the  outward  ceremonial ;  but  iu  t^s  btirf 
^■Icetch  we  cnii  only  genoraliM.    Btill,  spite  of  their  (aolts— 

3iito  of  the  too  rigiif,  too  oxclusive  notions,  which,  if  indeed 
toy  had  existence,  originatod  simply  from  the  fear  of  being 


lax,  And  sharini;  the  iDdifTcreiice  and  infidelity  of  too 
tanny  of  their  fellows,  the  Pliariauea  must  be  regarded  with 
veneration  as  the  ]>!>»<■  Tit-ns  of  the  law. 

Nor  should  the  Kadilildin,  or  riffAttout,  be  panted  unno- 
ticed.    Of  these  men  wc  sluill  find  no  notite  in  iheTnlintidical 
vriters,  becniise  they  wt^rt.'  .ipjmsi;!!  Ui  much  which  that  party 
cofliiidcred  of  equal  Knnctity  '.nui  nUi^tion  with  thi;  written 
law  of  Olid.     But  in  an  historical  nkctch,  which  to  bo  correct 
jind   luerul,  muat   be  perfectly   impartial,   uittiiif^l  by  aiiy 
indiTidual  feeling',  we  cannot  refrain  from  noticing  them,  aud 
in  a  verj-  difTerent  Kpirit,  to  the  abhorrence  with  which  they 
arc  generull^  ref^nrddd.     However  niixtnkeii  inicht  have  been 
some  of  their  notions,  however  impossible  to  follow  the  law  of 
^^hfl   Eternal,   without  some  regard   to   the  UM-fuI   pnutical 
^KxplanatioDH  of  the  Elders  ;  still  that  they  were  its  sincere  and 
^Kcalous  itft  their  opponents,  cannot  be  doubted.     The^  dtffer- 
^^ig  views  aided  materially  in  the   pn««rvation  of  the  law, 
fttUiough  the  diasoaaons  appi-ated  to,  and  in  Cict  diid,  increase 
the  internal  miseries  and  quarrels  of  Jodca. 

GivoD  up  aa  they  were  to  their  own  imaginations,   their 
dWioe  nature — apparently  utterly  lost  in  the  dominion  of  evil 

SMOns — we  Beem  t«  read  but  of  anarchy  and  ^in,  more 
rful  than  aiiy  which  bad  come  before,  and  incrcaaiug  to  a 
climax  which  cvmi<«Utd  the  chastisement  so  loof;  defemd. 
But  if  with  a  faithful  he^rt  and  unshrinkini;  eye,  we  look 
vt'tAin  titia  rulliuK  tumult — if  we  look  bentath  the  stormy 
vkves  of  dii»enHioo  and  hate  and  wrath — we  trace  in  the  very 
demeuta  that  increased  uur  miaeriea.  those  of  our  final  pre- 
servation. Wo  behold  but  the  workers  of  evil,  for  wickedueaa 
■ever  cvmea  uppermoat ;  but  the  faithful  hearta,  the  enduring 
BMityrs,  the  jraud,  the  true,  are  iiiviitibiti  in  hi.ttory,  aa  in  duly 
life,  even  aa  tne  still  calm  deptha  of  the  ocean,  whom  waves 
wre  io  tumult  aud  in  Ktotm.  Never  waa  the  divinity  of 
virtne  entirely  extinct,  either  in  man  or  nations ;  and  we  nuiy 
TCKt  content  and  satisfied,  that  even  in  tlw  midst  of  the 
blackened  annals  on  which  our  eyes  must  rest,  there  wu 
virtue  and  ^ritualitv,  and  truth,  iineerity,  and  Ecal ;  ud 
tbat  there  will  be  tlte«e  to  the  end  of  time— invisible  in 
history,  invisible  in  life,  but  working;  on  silently  and  un- 
oeasingly,  oven  to  themselves  towarda  the  purity  and  clevis 
tion,  and  preeerration  of  the  rcli^on  of  the  Lord.     Nor  are 
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m«h  workcrra  oonfined  to  one  putf  or  one  creed  ;  oat 
each  will  condemn  c«cb — bat  inwardly  they  work  togeUiat 


FROM  TEE   APPBAL  TO  POMPET  TO  THE  DEATH 
OP  nEIlOD. 

Htbcjjiiis'  qaiet  sntrciKlvr  of  hut  auUiority  was  not  of  loH 
eootbiunce.  Urged  on  Iqr  Anliuntar,  tlie  father  of  HeroZ 
be  afffua  took  the  liuld ;  And  an«r  ruioiu  sltemttiow  el 
enoc««  &iid  defeat,  both  brotlMrs  Rppoaled  to  Pnmpey,  tfat 
Boman  general ; — fint  by  oommiawonerB,  and  then,  oy  nam* 
SiaDd,  in  person. 

Each  prodnced  defenden ;  but  mftoy  of  the  nation  came  to 
pnteet  a^nst  both,  aa  having  ilkgally  changed  th«  ftirnt  of 

Svenunent  from  the  supremacy  of  the  Ui^h  nieM  to  that  of 
Dg  :  a  cli&rge  sufficient  to  coofinu  our  idea  tltat,  from  tht 
death  of  Alexander,  the  former  office  bad  completely  nergid 
into  the  latter.  The  repTesentativea  of  neither  parly,  }Mm- 
tm,  bad  much  weight.  Pompey  decided  a*  was  oeet  for  Ul 
own  and  the  Koman  interest,  only  so  far  Aivouiing  Hyrcann^ 
to  tempt  Ariittobulus  to  resume  aoatilitics :  convinced  tbatn 
doing  would  only  prove  hit  weahoea^  make  liim  |»ri«on«t  to 
Pompey,  and  eventually  cause  the  whole  natioa  to  mtbuiti 
and  lii«  prognortica  were  correot,  with  the  sole  exoeptioa  at  a 
ifimnant  ot  Aristobidtui's  faction,  who  threw  themMlvce  into 
the  Temple,  valiantly  nMlved  to  defend  it  to  the  last 

After  three  months'  HtnigKle.  during  which  the  -Mmntion  of 
waiJiure  on  tlie  Sabbath  luB  giveu  the  Eomans  tlieir  oalj 
advMitaf^,  the  Temple  was  tAken,  and  twelve  Imiidrvd  oftU 
Jenra  slain.    Amonpt  them  were  Eeveral  priesta,  who,  eoj 
in  Mcri6ces  and  other  services  of  the  Temple  at  the  ruq 
of  the  assault,  never  moved  from  the  altar,  nor  faltisrud 
performance  of  a  single  rite,  but  fell  murtlend  where  _ 
stood,  firm  and  undaunted,  and  truly  warrlon  of  the  Lord. 

The  faotJOD  of  Hytcanus  were  amongst  the  meet  furioot  in 
the  massacre  of  their  countrymen,  painfully  proving  tlie 
fearful  cfTccts  of  party  spirit,  and  how  completely  natiooali^ 
must  at  this  period  have  been  loHt  Hyrcaona  was  uominatcd 
High  Priest  and  Prince  of  the  country,  OD  ooudition  of  h» 
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nhmitting  to  tba  Roawn  gOTtntmcnt,  paying  tribute,  making 
no  ctTort  to  inerMM  bin  territOTiufl,  una  never  to  resume  the 
erown.  The  dignity  wm  thus  merely  nominal,  the  inde- 
peDdeoce  of  the  country  at  an  end,  and  Judca  httle  more 
than  a  province  of  Rume. 

Aristobulua  and  his  children,  hia  bods  and  two  daughters, 
were  carried  captives  to  Rorae.  Alexander,  one  of  these  sons 
(and  afternards  the  father  of  Mariamne  aod  Aristobulua),  es- 
caped on  the  journey  to  Rome,  and  returned  to  Judea. 

The  desecration  of  the  Temple  hy  Pompey.  in  profaning  iU 
tnoHt  sacred  precincts,  exeiti^d  towards  him  the  utmost  hatred 
',  of  the  JewH — a  hatred  which  cittued  them  to  behold  hia 
;  gradanJ  decline  with  RatiKTnolion,  and  wherever  the^  were 
'      scattered,  they  simultaneausly  swelled  tlie  ranks  of  hu  rival 

JolinK  CteAar. 
I  Prom  thiH  period,  in  all  tlio  internal  troubles  of  Jadea,  wo 

I  read  of  her  apticalitig  to  the  Romans  for  assistwica ;  the  never- 
failing  method  of  kinfidiiins  being  entirely  inbjooted  by  the 
party  to  whum  tJicy  appeal.  Ilyrcanus  did  Dot  cqjoy  hia 
anthority  in  peaoe— Alexander,  the  older  tton  of  Aristobulns, 
above  ntinded  to,  nusod  a  considerable  force,  and  made  every 
tRVparntion  for  rcobtoining  the  poewsaioiM  of  his  father. 
Qabinins,  pro-eonaul  of  Syria,  cftlled  in  by  Hyrcanus,  made 
liesd  against  him.  and  compelled  him  to  anrrciider  hi*  for- 
tresses.. AhstobtiliiB  him»el/,  and  his  younger  sod,  soon  after 
escaped  from  Rome,  and  headed  another  revolt  aeainst  Hyr* 
eanus,  bnt  with  worse  fortune ;  the  former,  severciv  wounded, 
was  sent  bock  in  chains  to  Rome — Antigonos,  tnrough  the 
intereeesion  of  his  mother,  obtained  his  release, 
i  The  (brm  of  government  was  then  altered  by  Qabinius, 

I  proving  the  very  small  portion  of  dignity  or  indei)endeuce 
,  which  tJie  nominal  prince  retained.  Hyrcanus  bad  haa  nothing 
H  to  do  with  the  revolts  ;  but  we  find  him  deprived  entirely  of 
^1  the  royal  authority — and  five  aeiiatea,  or  sanhedrina,  eslablUhed 
^■at  Jeni^olem,  Jericho,  Qadara,  Amathens^  and  Sepphoritt.  This 
^^ovemnient  continued  till  ten  years  afterward^  when  Ciosar 
"restored  Hyrcanuti  to  hU  former  power. 

Though  hia  armii  were  defeated,  the  spirit  of  Alexander,  in 

whom  alt  the  ooara^,  entt-'rprr-He,  and  ehivury  of  the  AsnuNHeana 

Appeared  to  have  oeotred,  wiu  ntill  unsubdued.     The  momcob 

6)K»Dim  had  drawn  off  hi*  forces,  intent  od  the  ooDquest  o( 

^^bgrpt>  Alexaitdor  re-appeared,  drove  the  ftw  remMoing  Boouoi 
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Into  ft  {ttn>n);  poaitiofi  on  Monot  Gemna,  and  th«ni  bi!cieg;td 
tticio — coiinigeoii^y  met  Qaluniut,  wln>  hu  returned  oo  hear- 
ing of  the  revuitt  Taliantlr  ^ve  liim  battlfi  At  tlM  head  dt 
S0.00O  men,  uid,  IhoiiKli  tt^in  defeated  by  tho  irreBtsttlib 
BtMmui  ftnnii,  aitd  oompullud  to  take  Right,  bore  with  him  kk 
uneonqacTed  tpirit  still. 

Both  lie  nnii  bU  fattier,  bowvrcr,  fell  victinu  to  tli«  Bouaii 
civil  war.  Ctt»nT  hiul  ^iwo  Aristobulna  his  frecdoin,  and  doib- 
matidtNl  him  to  create  »  dircruon  in  Paleetine  id  bis  faroar. 
^tht  adherents  of  Pom^ioy  poiwDcd  tho  unfortuDato  prince  in 
iis  jonme]'.  Alesuador,  vlw  wm  Icfjriiii;  soldiers  in  Judea  tor 
the  asislADce  of  CiKar,  iraa  nixed  at  Antiocb  b;  Soi|>tu,  the 
friend  of  Pompey,  and  beheaded.  Antigoniu  waa^  tomMe, 
th«  only  scion  of  tba  family  of  Ariatobnlua  reiaaining.  tiyt- 
canna  retained  the  sovereignty  in  name,  Autipater  in  pitavt. 
Winning  the  favour  of  Cieear  in  bis  Egyptian  want,  Aiitipsii 
while  he  demanded,  and  received  the  re-wtablishmetit  f>(  t 
High  Priesthood  for  Hyrcanus.  obtained  for  himaelf  all  t .. 
rights  of  a  Roman  citiien,  and  the  procuratorahip  of  the  wbula 
ofJndea.  Soon  after,  preHumiiij^  ^titl  more  on  llie  Incapacity 
of  the  feeble  pnnce  whooi  he  pnrtendt-d  to  befriend,  and  on  im 
friuodnl^ip  of  tlie  Roniaus,  he  made  his  eldest  son,  Pbau«L 

Sovenior  of  JeruMiiem,  and  hi*  younj;^,  Htfod,  governor  of 
iidviL  Thiit  is  the  6rct  mention  of  a  ohara«t«r  so  intimatiJy 
blendud  with  the  fortaoes  of  the  Jewish  people.  The  brerity 
of  onr  prcs«H)t  nketch  will  not  pcmiit  us  even  to  attempt  a 
delineation  of  the  slirvwd  and  sagncions  policy,  and  onfailiDg 
enterpriio  with  which  this  extTsordiiiaTj'  mnn  made  hisw^r 
through  the  most  adverse  factions,  both  Jewish  and  Romin. 
to  the  HUpremiLcy  of  Judca,  and  to  the  intimato  friendshin  of 
all  the  conteniliDg  beads  of  Rome.  Julius  CDnar,  SAark 
Antony.  Lepidus,  and,  finally,  Augustas  Cnsar — men  wh«» 
views  were  never  the  same,  were  yet  brought  ©ver  by  Hcrod^ 
indomitable  will,  to  befriend  and  exalt  nim.  Much  of  Us 
pablic,  and  almoat  all  his  private  hifltorj'  will  be  found  in  tbs 
memoir  of  Mariamne ;  and,  therefore,  needs  no  mention  heit. 
We  will  merely  touch  ou  thoae  [xiinla  important  in  a  national 
view.  AntlgoDus,  the  sole  anrviving  son  of  Aristobnlin^  still 
stmralod  for  the  crown.  He  obtained  the  sacconr  of  the 
ParUiians,  who  overran  Syria  and  Ana  Uinor,  nhile  he  him* 
Kit,  with  a  larg?  nnlivo  force,  entered  Jemsalem  and  took 
sion  of  the  Temple ;  the  Hyrcaaians,  nnder  Heiod  and 
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'huael,  holtUng  the  ptiloco,  The  Jewa  h&d,  at  this  season, 
bid  from  aU  quarturs  to  ci^cbrato  the  feaet  of  I'eDtecoet, 
and  thus  thronged  tlie  ranks  of  the  contcoding  factions.  How 
little  did  this  natloual  nSsembla^'e  fulfil  the  spirit  of  the 
beautiful  bw  which  had  thus  called  thorn  tocether!  How 
apiialliDgly  they  contradicted  the  spirit  of  the  divine  law  and 
Bociol  unity;  for  the  encouraijeiuent  of  both  which  thl*  holy 
festival  hod  been  instituted '.  They  celebrated  the  delivery  of 
that  holy  Law  which,  in  the  very  hour  of  iU  cominemoratioD, 
tliev  demed  1 

Tlie  partial  Ruccesa  of  Aatigonus  in  Jerusateiii,  through  his 
Parthiau  allies,  waa  wore  tbati  baiaucod  by  the  tiuoceasfUl 
iatrigoes  corrii-d  ou  by  hia  rival  Herod  in  Borne,  to  whioh 
ai^,  after  »  multitude  of  adveutures,  be  had  lafely  escaped. 
Ha  enlteaty  that  tlio  Kuvcrvi^uty  of  Judea  mijht  bo  conferred 
OQ  the  young  son  of  Ali^xander  gave  the  much  coveted  honoitr 
to  litnuelf;  and.  oondiictvd  to  the  Capitol  by  Antony  and 
OciAvitiJt,  fa«  was  tburu,  io  a  AtatAgn  city,  and  with  idotatretu 
tacrifif^.  anoiiitfd  king  over  the  holy  people  of  a  Mo«t  Holy 
God  :*  Will  tkia  fulfil  the  boautiful  promi  ws  of  tliu  prophets 
^-th'u  prove  the  nationality  of  the  Jewish  people  at  that 
period  t  Alas  I  thi*  was  but  the  oommonccmcnt  of  dcnatioDal- 
uatioQ  I 

But  though  nominally  king,  and  udod  by  the  aIl-|>ow<>rful 

man  iotluciice,  Herod  was  not  univeisally  received  as 
Bovcreign  by  the  Jewish  people  nntU  some  years  afterwards, 
when  Antigonus,  entirely  defeated,  surroudeted  at  discretion ; 
ftnd,  in  spite  of  hia  cowardly  entreaties  for  life,  was.  at  Herod'a 
solicitation,  condemned  by  Antony,  and  by  the  axe  of  a  com- 
mon lictor  received  his  d^th. 

Herod  was  now,  indeed,  sovereign  of  Judca.  Never,  before 
the  Babylonish  captivity,  had  the  crown  of  Judah  thus  parted 
iDto  the  family  of  au  alien,  who  dared  not  assert  himself  of 
royal  blood,  and  whose  very  birth  as  a  Jew  is  doubtful. 
Tosephiu  lella  us  that  Antipater  was  indeed  said,  by  Nicholaua 
if  Damascus,  to  bo  of  the  stock  of  the  principal  Jews  who 
out  of  Babylon  ;  but  "  tiiat  assertion  of  his  watt  to  h^atify 
Uerod,  who  wait  hij  son,  and  wiio  came  afterwards,  by  certain 
revolutions  of  fortune,  to  be  King  of  the  Jews."  It  is  evideut, 
from  this  passage,  that  Josephos  himself  doubts  Uerod*! 
descent ;  and  to  must  every  one  who  reHects  on  hil 
■phMj  ^  Jaba'>"Ilbtoi]r  «f  tha  HatiNW  OomauawtAltb." 
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cb&rscter  and  life.  II«  thoo^ht  of  ana  purniea  hit  on 
leot  alooe.  The  kugilom  of  Jadea  w&b  na  mon 
to  him  tlian  taj  other  territory  ;  it  iru  do  longer  »  Av/y  Und 
— Qu  longer  the  land  ofpromiae  under  tbo  direct  gsardiliuhi]) 
of  the  Kloet  lli^h.  ^^'bcTQ  have  wc  found,  stDM  the  reton 
from  BabfloD,  that  dirinu  interference  which,  in  the  wont  tad 
daikent  pcHoda  of  the  kingdom  before  the  captiTitj,  had  beoi 
Bo  dittincttj-  viaible !  ^Vhe^e  dg  we  ev«r  nid  of  the  throM 
of  Judea  being  obtained  by  aid  of  foreign  powtn  t  the  hel* 
titwdotn  allied  with,  or  subordinate  to,  the  hefttbeti  uw 
idoutor  t  The  word  of  the  Lord  had  pa^ed,  that  the  line  of 
David  (and  cooBeqaeotly  the  tribe  of  Judahj,  was  the  liue  of 
kings  appointed,  and  the  only  line  recoAiiiwd  by  Him ;  tad, 
therefor<,%  every  prophecy  alludiuK  to  tAe  restoration  of  thi 
kingdom  is  sntx  to  be  tulfillbd.  The  very  fat*  of  dit 
Annannuu  appears  to  eviuc«  the  displeasure  of  the  Btoniil 
in  their  acceptance  of  the  kingdom  :  vot  they  were  not  of  Mil 
appointed  rac«.  As  deliverers  of  the  beathen,  as  restowas  ef 
toe  Temple  and  the  reliKion,  they  were  aocqrtcd  iDdividaaUr 
ID  His  night ;  but,  from  the  very  hour  of  their  aaamption  «f 
the  roral  dignity  in  tlie  yxnoa  of  AriKfibulus  the  First,  aol* 
ODe  who  bore  the  A»inonii»LR  uiuae,  AI<':(iti-,(lcr  Jaunfeus,  died 
naturally  in  bin  bed.  And  doI  t)ie  guilty  alone  :  the  young 
and  innocent — creo  tltotw  connected  only  by  the  mother*!  side 
with  the  AmnoniDaiia,  sh:iro<l  the  same  awfol  doom,  which 
hemmed  round,  as  by  an  impcoctrable  wall,  the  whole  of  that 
fated  race. 

Succcat  the  most  brilliant  crowned  everv  foreiga  poli<!y  <f 
Herod.  Ilia  mp.rvelloux  ability  extricated  him  from  eveiy 
difficulty,  and  pushed  forHard  bis  success^  till  be  became  tlM 
tenor  of  all  the  surrounding  nations,  'nie  county  ww  at 
peace,  breathing,  aa  it  were,  once  again,  from  the  itiMwiiiiiiiiM 
and  miseries  which,  till  the  acceaaioo  of  Herod,  had  d^^^^|^ 
Judea  with  her  own  blood.  But,  thouj^h  thus  pnmerosa  and 
at  peace,  it  was  the  peace  and  pniaperity  of  any  of  toe  htiathn 
nations,  not  of  the  land  of  the  Lord. 

Herod,  a  very  douUfiil  Jew  himself,  felt  that  the  stmig 
and  exclusive  principles  of  nutionality  were  adverse  alike  M 
foreign  ambition  or  domestic  greatness.  The  law  of  Maars 
undoubtedly  circum»:ribed  tlie  regal  power.  Norvere  fomga 
conquesU  compatible  with  the  excluslveness  of  the  Hebrew 
peojilo.     To  remove  this  barrier,  and  gradually  prepare  the 
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tninda  of  his  subjects  for  foreign  osages,  Herrxl  introdnc«d  all 
the  GreoiAU  aud  R>Jtaati  games.  A  theatre  wa»  bitilt  within, 
and  u  luni^i  hi  theatre  withuut,  the  walls  of  Jeru-ialein.  Cbariot> 
rMdng,  boxiujf,  tiie  drama,  even  the  j^ladiaUm  iukI  n-ild  htmttt 
were  th«n  introduced.  The  people  siiiniiitted,  but  with  eilcnt 
•bhomnce ;  for  »uoh  Kanguiiiary  exhibitions  a-t  the  two  last 
muntioTK.-^l  wcru  comjil lately  contrary  to  the  mild  ftiul  loving 
■pirit  o(  the  Mosaic  law. 

Nor  was  this  alL  Building  after  building,  all  moio  or  less 
usociated  with  th«  fiomaii  and  Greciao,  rose  up  at  the  bidding 
of  Ucrod.  Ilijs  fintmagniliccut  cnttmtrise  was  a  enpcrb  p&lace 
on  Mount  Sion  :  hts  next  was  to  rebuild  and  change  into  a 
Btrans  fortress,  tiic  paUcc  of  Baris ;  to  erect  cilaJdela  at  Gaba 
in  Galilee,  and  at  Ilwihkin  in  Penes ;  and  to  rebuild  Samaria 
on  a  scale  of  extraordinaiy  macniticence,  peopling  it  with  bis 
own  Boldiera,  and  the  deecenaauts  of  its  former  iobabitanta. 
At  a  later  [feriod  in  his  reign,  be  erected  a  sumtituous  palM6< 
fortref»,  in  hia  usual  style  of  architecture,  on  the  )t|)ot  wh«r« 
he  had  defeated  Antigouua,  seven  luilea  from  JeriitiaWm,  TOun<l 
which  a  auperb  city  speedily  arose. 

He  s])eut  twelve  yuan  in  the  erection  and  decoration  of  » 
lauittme  cttr,  whioli  he  called  C<esar«n,  aud  alinottt  entirely 
eoloaiaed  wilb  Gnelta  it  resembleil  in  itit  itninptuous  Ktyle  of 
uchitootUK,  a  city  of  gorgcoiu  paliicett.  A  great  temple 
dtdioated  to  Aueiistus,  occupied  the  centre,  with  two  colouol 
stetuc*^  on«  of  Borne  and  the  other  of  Ctcear ;  and,  of  oourse, 
pcesoMing  the  necessary  appenda^'es  to  a  Grecian  city,  the 
tliMtre  and  amphitheatre,  in  which  the  usual  heathen  games 
vere  quinqncnniallv  performed. 

Was  it  (itrauge  then,  as  they  beheld  this  increase  of  heathen 
temples  with  every  newly  erected  city,  that  the  Jews  should 
forget  the  magnificence  of  their  monarch  in  the  terrible  thought, 
that  slowly,  but  surely,  he  was  carrying  out  his  design  of  heathen- 
Uing  their  country  and  themselves !  In  some  parts  nation- 
ality wa.1  still  awake,  burning  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  one  who 
had  sunk  them  frum  their  proud  suiieriority  as  the  Kingdom 
of  Qod,  to  a  leret  with  the  vai.-Ml-kiiius  of  Rome ;  but  thoiij[h 
thdr  narnun  were  loud  and  deep,  tnough  conspiraciea  wen 
eontinually  forming,  Hi-rod  retained  hi*  power,  continuing  to 
support  his  double  tharacter  of  Jew  and  Romjiu  to  the  last. 

Hoping  to  ingratiate  lii!«  peoiilc,  and  employ  the  dinfiected, 
^^  deUrniood  to  rebuild  the  Temple,  whicn,  from  the  Upae  of 
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600  yttir%  »nil  its  repeated  mgaa,  had  Iwoome,  in  aonm 
dilapidated  and  ruiaoua.  At  lir^  tha  Jews  feued  tbat'lluM 
pffotMuana  did  but  conceal  the  iateDtloa  of  entirely  dettrofing 
their  solemn  a&nctuary ;  but  the  innueiiae  |>rir)iiiratiniu  bnm 
the  work  of  deiuolition  beg&n,  reiuored  th«  a^ipivhvnMoa ;  ui 
wiUi  »  deJigbt  and  pride,  which,  for  tlte  time,  almoat  ffot 
Herod  UkViniT  in  their  flight,  the  oatioo  bdwld  »  heautifid 
ftthrio  crowning  Mount  Muriah  with  "laikBee  of  whit«  muU* 
aad  piuD»cles  of  x<>ld."  But  &t  the  jety  titne  be  wu  ihas  «•- 
cupi«d  M  tk  Jewish  king,  be  retained  his  cbiuactcr  of  a  Buna 
Taanl,  by  prcudiiu  at  tbe  Oljmpie  gamea,  making  each  nu^ 
nifieent  aonatiou  lor  their  eupport  tliat  be  mm  elected  tlieit 

Cpetuftl  pn-sidont ;  and  this  n»n  ha.i  been  deiioiiiioat«d  tW 
t  indcuoiidunt  sovarcign  of  Jud<ui^-aiid  the  haploia  neopk^ 
burdenod  witli  \m  idoUtiy  and  tuiu — m  if  lie  were  one  oi  tbcini 
Who  that  reflects  upon  hia  reizn  alune,  cau  asiociate  for  <m» 
moment  the  blcs^od  promises  of  the  pn^ete  with  tbe  kingdc* 
of  Judoa  botwcun  the  return  from  captivity  and  tbeir  liul 
dispeniion  i 

The  ven  sending  his  two  sons  to  Borne  for  edncatiott  wm  • 
measure  directly  contrary  to  tbe  law  of  Mo&es.  Nor  did  it 
proceed  only  from  his  anxious  desire  to  ooaciliate  the  Ronua 
Herod  waa  seldom  actuated  by  but  mm  motim  LooUaf 
uiraa  the  aons  of  Mariamue  aa  bis  sacce!»on,  he  Hrobablf  hopn 
that  their  Roman  education  would  t-QVctually  remove  lU 
national  prejudices,  and  render  them  able  iwuMaats  in  liii 
aideut  dtuir^  to  Romanlie  hia  subjecta,  and  gradually  do  away 
with  all  llio»e  remnanta  of  that  anoient  Hupentition  which  oc- 
cluded them  fnim  the  comiuesti  and  ambition  of  other  oatiowi 
The  Jews,  ut  a  nation,  were  never  in  ([reater  danger  of  becom- 
ing amalgamated  with  otli«r  oountric»,  than  in  the  reifm  of 
Herod ;  but  still  the  God  of  their  futliors  watched  over  Uiea. 
pnaerving  them  for  tbe  sake  of  Hia  changeless  word,  a*  Hii 
ohosco  people  still ;  interfering,  not  visibly,  indeed,  becauM  of 
tlwir  awfiil  crimes,  but  making  even  their  threatening  chaetill 
meat  the  niuans  if  their  preservatJOD. 

Tbe  law  issued  by  Herod,  decreeing  that  thieves  sfaonld  be 
sold  into  slavery  out  of  the  country,  u  another  maniSMtatica 
of  hia  anxiety  to  adopt  every  meaanre  for  tbe  denationaltatiig 
of  Judea;  aid,  from  ite  direct  disobedience  to  the  law  « 
Unees,  it  was  so  obnoxious  to  tbe  Jews,  as  to  annul  their  nmag 
gratitude  for  the  rebnilding  of  tbe  IVrnple^     Nor  was  hia  hut 
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publio  Mt,  thr  plnc>i|c  ft  large  ef>1den  m^Ic  oror  the  great  f^t« 
of  tht  T«mpU-.  lets  ofTcnsirG.    It  w&«  torn  down  by  two  valtont 

Eatfas,  who  were  unliappil?  sppieTicnflttl,  nnd  feU  vicUms  td 
I  nren^.  The  horriofe  aUcaae  undir  "hieh  he  Uboored  iD< 
onued  bis  Banguinarr  proppnsiiics.  ExLiintion  aft«r  execution 
followed,  till  scarcely  a  family  waa spared  the  a^ony  of  bereate- 
ment.  Ilia  Wl  barbarous  order,  that  all  the  nrinciptU  faniilie« 
of  the  natioii  should  be  seiit-d,  shut  ui>  in  the  HipiKiilrrjmc,  niid 
iDur<ltTcd  the  instant  of  his  own  dc/illi,  ihut  hu  might  Jiisur*  a 
geueral  mouniiii^  was  happily  di.-<Tr};.Lrilcd,  and  the  rjutiuis 
vp&red. 

And  vitii  Ruch  a  command  died  Ilerorl,  misnaaiecl  the  Great, 
Id  the  aecood  year  of  the  Christian  era,  and  &ft«r  a  reign  oi 
thirty-four  y««nt  aa  umiinimted  monarch. 

He  ha*  been  tcrmt-d  the  liut  intlcpriidcnt  eoTcreigD  of  Judcft: 
bnt  even  in  thix  brief  tnirvcy,  irc  have  aeeu  enough  to  convince 
tM  tlutt  tbc  Jewish  people  were  never  further  from  national  in- 
d^cndmcc  than  in  bis  reign;  that  thuughaBtronRpartvofthe 
people  Btill  rcmnincd  ualous  and  earnest  in  the  Dational  cause, 
jret  the  extreme  laxitv  of  the  Mosaic  code,  the  fearful  ionova- 
tiona  adopted  from  neathen  and  foreign  cuiitoma,  the  close 
intimacy  with  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  must  have  presented 
fearful  temptations  to  the  people  generally,  and  hastened  that 
day  of  destruction  and  dispersion  which  the  eye  of  Omniscience 
•aw,  could  alone  preserve  His  holy  law  from  annihilation,  by 

IB  complete  amal^amatJOD  with  the  sunrouuding  nations. 
; 


PROM  THE  DEATH  OF  HEROD  TO  THE  WAR  UNDER 
FLOBOS. 


_'oB  nine  yean  the  throne  of  Judea  was  occupied  hy  Arch^ 
Uus,  the  son  of  Herod  an<t  his  sixth  wifsj  Malthn,  a  Sama< 
ritan.  Little  of  national  interest  occurred  during  that  period 
except  a  constant  reference  to  Borne,  for  the  claims  of  Ar- 
chelaus  were  disputed  by  his  brother,  Herod  Aatip&s — 
repeated  insurrections  of  the  Jewish  people,  aud,  in  conse- 
qttoDoe.  numberless  executions — and  the  increasing  power  of 
toe  BoDMUis  within  Judea,  who  ovcrepivad  the  counti}-,  and 
Toled  with  Mich  despotic  hand,  as  to  cause  innofflcrable 
advcnturvn  to  spring  up,    collecting   daring   bands  aiound 
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them,  who,  either  bs  robben  or  hoaties,  inereaaed  the  wretel 
turn  of  the  people.  Archelaus  appeara  to  have  neither 
meeA  nor  exeruised  any  kingly  poirer.  In  facty  n 
■cucely  regard  him  either  as  a  Hebrew,  or  a  Hebrew 
fits  marria^^  vith  GUphyra,  the  widow  of  his  brotiur 
Alexander,  and  the  mother  of  children  by  him,  ¥rH  ia  direct 
ditobedieoce  to  the  Uw  of  Moaee,  ood  ooiueqaeBttj  vnt 
obnoxious  to  the  people  ;  and  so  completely  were  Rinuelf  m 
his  kingdom  in  the  power  of  the  Romans,  that  the  empenr 
would  not  even  allow  him  the  title  of  kin^,  reoocnising  Us 
simply  u»  Ethnorch  of  Jiidea.  In  tlie  tenth  year  m  tUa  rtbfft, 
he  van Huddeiiiy  Htiminoiied  to  Rome,  and  theooe  tMUiiiihmtO 
Viciinc  in  tinnt,  and  all  hia  estates  eonfiseated.  Prom  thit 
hour,  though  one  or  other  noble  Hebrew  wa^  continnally 
rising,  with  olaims  to  the  Borereiginty,  Judea  sunk  into  a 
Roman  prorinoe  dependent  on  the  prefecture  of  S}Tia,  with  a 
■ubordinate  adminiatration  of  it*  own  in  a  Roman  goTenar, 
aenerally  of  the  eqneiitrian  mnk — and  rccogniwd  in  histoiyii 
Froourator  of  Judiea. 

C^ponius,  Maroua  Ainbiviua,  Valerius  Gnttiu,  and  Pontiu 
Pilate,  auocaarirdy  enjoyed  this  office.  Snriiig  the  reign  of 
Oati^la,  wo  agdn  read  of  the  Jewa  being  pcnwcut«d  for  their 
religion.  That  emperor,  onxiona  to  be  univenally  ocknov- 
ledged  w  a  god,  was  furious  that  a  nation  of  c^ttiree  ffbr 
such  the  Jewi  actually  werv)  should  dare  to  worship  otMC 
than  himself,  treated  them  with  evc^  more  severity  than  asy 
other  of  \m  subjects.  In  Rome,  Syria,  and  Kg;^t,  tbe  natkn 
felt  the  effects  of  the  imperial  tyranny ;  but  its  only  effset 
was  to  draw  them  yet  cloaor  together,  and  increase  the  raks 
of  that  sac^red  religion,  which  both  foreign  and  nattre  {vinoa^ 
seemed  so  determined  to  undermine. 

In  Alcxiindri.t,  thoir  sufferings  equalled  the  previous  crueltiea 
of  AntinchuB  Epinhrmo^  The  Roman  Prefect  of  the  period 
was  Flaccits  Aquilius,  whose  tjTannical  oppresaoDS  ereu  wot- 

Sassed  those  of  the  Emperor  himself.  He  was  the  firat  to 
eny  the  Jews  their  rights  of  citizenship  ;  and  this  withont 
tlu":  nmalleet  provocation  on  their  part.  Two  quartera  of  tfa* 
city  were  occopied  by  Jews,  thougti  many  were  also  scattered 
about  the  other  parts.  Without  any  given  reason,  they  wen 
ordered  to  remove  into  a  district  so  email,  that  they  wen 
compelled  to  spread  along  tbe  eea-ahore,  sod  take  le^ige  erci 
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the  cemetericB.*  Their  homes  nere  pillai^ed,  th«  conteoto 
of  thor  mafc&nDes  and  shojjs  imblicly  ilivide<I ;  pcittikiitiul 
diMfdeni,  from  the  heat  and  famine  of  their  rooned-up  %tHidc8, 
broke  out  moet  fearfully ;  aod,  vhen  reudeKil  dcspi-rntc  by 
their  condition,  they  left  their  afaigned  quarter,  a  gcDcrai 
Diomacre  eoaued.  The  sword  and  cIud,  fire,  xuourgiu^  sufTo- 
cfttion,  all  were  employed  a^aiiiHt  them.  Neitlicr  man,  vroman. 
nor  cliild  iiscaped ;  and  this  (continued,  until,  at  l«ngth.  the 
aiTGStuf  FWous,  by  order  of  the  EiiiiHTOr,  put  un  end,  in  a 
BUWim  to  these  atrocities.  In  Bahylini  also  thiTc  wt-re  jjcr- 
■eoutiont,  whoite  origin  our  renders  will  titid  in  thu  authorities 
eo  often  iiuoti-d,  JoNi-phua  and  Milmitn.  In  Jitdta,  imaccs 
were  raised  all  overtho  tountrj,  audau  edict  issued  to  place  the 
Btatne  of  Coligida  in  Uic  Tciuple  of  Jcruwilem.  Once  more 
tbe  oational  spirit  was  arouseiL  Thonttands  of  tbo  Hebrews 
<tf  athcr  Ecoc,  and  every  rank  and  age,  unarmed,  and  clad  iu 
BMkclotli  and  nehvii,  travereed  the  land,  solemnly  protesting 
their  intention  to  sacrifice  their  lives  nithi-r  than  consent  to 
this  awful  profanatioD  of  their  Temple.  PctTonius,  an  up- 
right and  humane  man,  sought  to  dissuade  them  from  their 
resolution,  ui^ng  the  power  of  the  Emperor,  the  submisaion 
of  other  nation^  and  tbo  horrom  of  war. 

"We  have  no  tlioushte   of  war,"    was   their 
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reply ;  "  but  we  will  euomit  to  be  massacred  rather  than  thus 
inmiiffe  our  Law  :"  and  they  fell  with  their  faces  to  tbe 
giouDa,  boldly  ufTcrinK  their  turuat.'s  to  the  sword. 

The  humatuty  of  Pctniiuus  delayed  the  esccution  of  the 
ODperiat  mandate,  on  pretence  of  allowing  time  for  the  statue 
to  oe  finished;  but  it  waa  to  a  native  prince,  yet  more  than 
to  Petroniua,  that  the  Israeb'tcs  owed  their  security. 

On  the  earlv  and  rotnaoUc  history  of  tlerod  Agrippa,  the 
son  of  Ariatobulus  and  grandfon  of  Mariamne,  we  cannot 
here  be  permitted  to  linger,  lie  had  been  taken  to  Rome  by 
his  mother,  Berenice,  directly  after  fais  father's  murder ;  and 
there,  enjoying  tbe  favour  and  ftiend^hip  of  many  mible 
^na,  had  passed  his  youth.  His  varied  fortnne-i  might 
1  volume.  We  can  here  onlv  make  such  mention  uf  bim 
I  Monected  irith  this  general  sketeb.  Caligula  had  made 
him  King  of  Gaulauitis.  Batanea,  and  Trachonitia,  and 
[Tetnueh  of  Qalilee  and  Penea.     Greater  ])art  of  what  had 

*  Will  not  thii  raDiml  o*  of  *  iDoilom  parKentioiLt    AlMltba  Uiitoty 
rtha  J*w*o>n  mraaljvioTbaootKidMvd^iMC. 
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{orvatrh  bovn  the  Holy  L*n<l  in  eMisequenco  belunged  to  hin ; 
bat  Juaca  wns  still  po«M»ed  hy  IUim& 

Tbough  cducfttwl  in  th«  Ilouinn  cApital,  and  coatinutUj' 

residing  tluirc,  cvkd  nftvi  h«  was  tonacd  King  of  th«  Je«<, 

A^ppa  Apponra  to   hjkvc  ntniufid    tli&t   strons    feeliDg  of 

ii&ti Duality,  and  carncKt  loTo  for  hia  country  and  religioo,  lo 

p«<!i)liar  to   the    raliiiat   founders  of  the  AmiotUDan   tmb. 

Ou  hearing  of  the  disastrous  alteniative  piopoced  to  hia  ooiu^ 

trynien  in  Judea — the  deeecratioD  of  their  Tetnp^  or  tluit 

entire  ilefst  ruction,    he   invited  Caligula  to  a  banqaett  and 

i^tTcated  liitu  with  such  extraordinary  Hplendour  as  to  auata 

^.he  asloniKbment  of  even  that  luxuriooa  aovervtzti,  wtw,  to 

tltc  moment  uf  enjoymeitt,  desired  him  to  ndt  a  boon,  vhich 

BU  swore  Co  grant,     The  true  Asmootaan  blood  fiowed  is  the 

ana  of  the  gnu)dM>ii  of  Mariainne.     It  was  easy  to  hum 

increaw.-    of  <loinitiion — of   revenue— and    thoa   baft 

__  andiaed  himself ;    but  not  such  wom  his  reqoest  1     B* 

iilreated  the  repeal  of  the  fatal  edict ;  and,  after  a  stng^ 

ctweei)  wouiideil  pride  and  ht«  attachment  to  the  petitioMt, 

['Caligula  Cornell UxL  and  the  decree  was  sa.^)Oiided. 

The  murder  of  Caligula  followed.     Agrippa  alone  paid  bini 

rtho  last  lioiioura.     lie  could  forci^t  the  vices  of  the  man  b 

Itlie  attachment  of  the  friend.     The  peaceful  acknowlednoit 

of  Claudius  as  emperor  was  mainly  attributable  to  this  Jevali 

prince,  and  CIntidius  did  not  forget  the  obligation.     The  b- 

^Tu^titure  of  all  the  duuiaiiis  of  the  great  Herod  was  eonferred 

Agri))na ;  Judea  and  Sa.niaria  were  once  again  nnited  willi 

lalilee^  rerna  and  the  provinces  beyond  Jorcuit— forming  dm 

~  'ependent  IctngdoDi,  which  a  public  edict  proclaimed  act 

lunation  fVom  the  Emi>eror   to  Agrippa ;  between  whom  a 

aty  was  fbnjially  concluded. 

Once  more,  theti,  for  tlie  brief  interval  of  thre«  yean,  dU 
the  Hebrews  brmtho  in  religious  and  moral  freedou.  Obm 
more  the  reins  of  government  were  held  by  a  native  ptiaa^ 
,.  whose  Asmoniean  descent  rendered  him  universally  popakr, 
ijave  to  some  stem  zealots,  whose  faetioiis  spirits  were  ever  od 
Ithe  watch  for  turbulence  and  blood.  Once  more  wv  seem  to 
ciate  with  a  people  following  the  Law  of  God,  nili^d  by  a 
piinoe  wbwie  most  ardent  deeire  appeared  to  follow  the  ataCntM 
of  Moms  with  the  ntmoet  exaetneea  1  Daily  merifiees  ir«n 
offered,  legal  impurities  stnctly  nrohibited,  taxes  remitted,  the 
ndij[ion  and  comfort  of  liis  people  made  biafirst  object ;  while 
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ihe  nmniiicciice  %ai  fiptendoiir  or  his  cnnrt,  the  mnptooos 
bui!iliii)ti  III-  erected,  itummDiled  hiiu  with  all  tht  pomp  and 
puwcr  of  no  iodepenfleiit  sovcrciEn.  His  brief  niga,  mukcd 
as  it  is  with  tiach  meek  imi  gentle  «utlionty  in  thu  soTcmign, 
8tic)i  calm  and  peaceful  Dationalitjr  in  tbc  people,  ahines  forth 
like  a  brieht  star  amidBt  the  tjoubtoaa  ware  and  storm}'  clouds 
of  awful  aarknea  which  it  fallowed  aod  preceded.  Its  beania 
had  power  to  disperse,  for  a  brief  interval,  the  dim  sbadowa  of 
the  I'AST ;  but  iho  black  wiogs  of  the  PTTUHlt  gathered  round 
And  shrondcd  up  it«  inlld  tight  in  such  awiiil  (urkneeB  that  we 
almost  forget  it  ever  shone. 

The  deatli  of  Acrippa,  while  it  occoaioned  tlie  deepest  grief 
amoDgst  the  HeErt<w3,  excited  the  moat  brutal  exnltatjou 
UDOD^  the  Greek  iuh&bitanta  of  CiBsarea  and  Sebaate.  The 
CAoaeof  this  enmity  a[ipears  an  impenetrable  mystery,  Agriiipa 
hkring  treated  them  with  unvarying  kiudueaa.  Their  inaorciit 
ooudnot  occasioned  Claudius  to  command  the  cohorts  in  their 
city  to  remove  \hU>  Pontua,  and  their  places  to  be  filled  with 
flrafU  from  the  1(^>;iom  iu  Syria.  Wc  arc  particular  )u 
uiontioning  thu,  bccaii^  Josephu*  belierci  it  to  be  the  primary 
eitiise  of  the  Jcwiiih  War.  Toe  mandate  of  Uiu  Empi-ror  was 
n-it  cxt-cuted,  but  the  dixgraoo  was  equally  the  mmc  ;  and,, 
TFiukling  ill  the  hearts  of  the  troops,  exn.ipcratcd  them  yot' 
more  against  the  Hcbrewis  and  incited  those  horrible  acts  of 
oppiessiOD  and  crui'lty  which  at  length  goaded  Judsea  into  a 
gGUeral  revolt. 

The  son  of  Agrippa  (who  bore  the  same  name')  beiue  con- 
sidered too  young  to  succeed  him  aa  soTerwgn,  Judiea  relapsed 
into  a  Roman  province.  A^Tippa  remuned  at  t)ie  court  of 
Claudius,  imbibing  Roman  feehngs  and  Roman  principles  bo 
wmpletely  to  the  exclnraoD  of  natiouality,  as  caused  nim,  in 
;he  war  wtiich  followed,  barely  to  adhere  to  ttie  Roman  party, 

id  to  make  no  effort  to  ameliorate  the  oondttion   of  hia 

untiymen.  He  appeara  tu  have  lived  occasiunallr  nt  Jcni- 
anlem,  at  Alexandria,  and  at  Rome,  enjoying  at  thi;  former  city 
tJie  title  of  King,  and  the  power  of  appointing  Hi^h-hricsts ; 
bat  otherwiiie  his  was  »  v^  empty  dignity — the  real  govem- 
loeot  of  tlie  coiiiitty  resting  in  the  hands  of  the  Proouratorg. 
Rome,  however,  was  hi:*  usual  rcsidcDCe;  its  luxurious  eniov- 
inu:it  buin^  more  according;  to  his  vitiated  taste  tlinn  the  tiold 
stand  for  ludrfx-Tidunce  which  his  unhappy  cinmtrynitn  were 
aaakicit.    The  term  of  his  dooth  is  uncertain  ;  but  ue  died,  as 
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lu  had  lived,  forgetting  tluj  calamitiefl  and  rain  of  hti  om&trjr 
la  the  tnofsllT  de«rad«l,  bnt  pbjnsicallf  secure  condition  of  a 
Bomao  vuBaL    lie  waa  the  laat,  either  of  the  AanMwaaa 
Iduuieau  race,  nho  boiv  the  title  of  King. 

Ueanirbile.  Zadus,  Tiberius  (an  apaetat«  Een>tiaii  Jew, 
wnaeqtieDtl;,  yet  more  odiom  to  the  people  than  th«  Rot__ 
tbeniKlTes),  Cumanus,  Felix,  Peatos,  Albinui,  and  Flonis,  had 
been  weccaiiTe  ProcnratoTs  of  Jndna ;  occupyiii^  >  period  et 
nther  moore  than  twenty  yeara — a  term  bnef  is  itaelf,  bet 
fraught  vitb  increaaiog  miscrj'  to  the  inhabitaota  of  Palestine. 
Each  Procurator  appeared  more  oppremire,  more  ezactiiig  tha 
the  taiit.  Iiuulu  from  the  Roman  aoldiety,  oonataatly  aoeoa- 
paayitig  those  religious  forma  and  cert-monics,  which,  in  eon- 
Boqnciiee^  bad  become  yet  dearer,  were  ansBxrcd  by  fiery  tpiriti 
ripe  for  veiigeiuico:  and  tliis,  of  connc,  waa  (bUowea  bj 
indiAcn'minatv  Klimghtur  of  the  Jews.  Massacres  of  haodiedii 
even  of  thoatandi,  took  [ilnce  under  cveiy  Procnrator,  notouly 
in  Judna,  but  in  Syria :  and  we  arc  told  that,  after  thedtCial 
of  the  Romans  voder  Ccstus  by  tbe  excited  liebrcwit.  tbt 
citiicns  of  DaoiaMnu  massacred  ten  thousand  of  their  Hebn* 
brethren,  notwithetanding  their  own  wires  were  all  attachad 
to  Judaism. 

miage  and  iueult  of  course  acoorupanied  these  teubi 
oaBaonB.  All  legal  authority  waa  at  an  end.  TboQgh  tbs 
high  prieathood  was  retained,  the  temple  wonhip  coiittnne4 
the  outward  ordinances  of  the  feaat4i  and  the  fasts  were  ol^ 
served,  yet  t)ie  beautiful  laws,  guiding  not  only  oommunitia 
but  houscholdit,  were  Rwallowed  up  in  Uic  rortox  of  opprcno% 
insalt,  and  miwry  whtuh,  under  th>  administration  i^  Ploro^ 
reached  its  crisin.  The  evil  paasioni  of  nuui  wer«  alone  visibla 
Bobbers  and  auassins,  the  last  blnspb<nning  the  mild  law  of 
MosM  by  pretending  its  authority  for  their  deeds  of  blood- 
were  amongst  the  Jews  themselves — and  dcraatated  both  pro- 
vince and  city.  Divided  within  tliomselres — an  goaded  by 
oppreetion  that  the  dictatea  of  buin&iiity  were  unfaeanl^iBrty 
spirit  utterly  preventing  that  national  nnton  which  alone  eoold 
lio])e  for  success — without  a  leader — witliout  a  plan-— for  the 
most  part  re^ardJeas  of  tbe  laws  of  either  Gud  or  man  ;  sack 
was  the  condition  of  the  country  on  the  eve  of  its  geoetal 
revidt.  Dikrlitie^is,  morally  and  mentally,  had  sathered  rooailt 
and  it  was  no  uiktvcI.  The  return  from  Kibyloa  had  beoi 
granted  se  a  trial  of  their  return  to  their  God  and  the  pun 
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tlieir  ancoatoHi.     Hi-  inspired  n  heatben  Bovereipi 
lem  bberty  and  indopeiidciico.     It  was  iu  their  pouei 

__  Save  come  back,  heart  Mid  soul,  tothepuroandfi^ithfiil 

oWrranoe  of  His  law,  to  the  makiDg  the  Laodof  ProuiiAe  ouce 
more  a  Floty  Land — resting  on  tlie  nlrasiiig,  the  gnidance,  the 
sonttignty  of  their  God.     He  gave  them  free  will  to  chooae, 
&nd  we  have  seen  that  choice  : — a  union  fri>m  the  first  with 
sarmuuding  nstioua,  a  UngeTtnjj  amidst  the  heathen  laiidK,  or 
inritationa  to  the   heathen   within  their  own — adoption  of 
heatlien  cnatoros — faithful  in  the  boor  of  peraecution,  only  to 
rela^  into  indifference  when  tlie  iron  rod  waa  withdrawn— 
the  Pri(H.tliood,  the  Soverei^ty  stained  with  crimes,  cvvn  to 
rmd  whichf  causes  the  blood  to  cardie— aUi&DC«  with  the 
Heullien  MistresH  of  the  world,  instead  of  that  pure  rvliAiice 
on  tlte  Kti^nial  to  increase  prosperity  and  dominion,  which  HJa 
Law  ordained— the  holy  reliRion  He  deigned  to  teacli,  so  fitted 
for  every  dan  and  oonoitinn  of  men,  split  into  opposing  factions, 
■rrnictg  tiu-.h  Ap;airi.'«t  the  other — statues  and  imo^  d<.-sccntiiig 
the  Tcmpl<;  and  tlit-  land,  erected  indeed  by  the  Romans,  but 
orieinatin)(  primarily  in  the  Jewish  aatimlfation  and  alliance 
tritli  that  mitioo.     Wag  it  marTcl  that  the  Ktemal.  in  Ills 
juetico,  Biionlit  mukc  the  sin  of  their  aasimilation  with  otlior 
nations  the  wry  uieanit  of  their  ))uuiithnicnt— mid  that  the 
power  they  had  conrt«il,  (latticed,  made  volnntaiy  submianoi 
to  [because  the  Ronmn  niuiio  was  omnipotent  in  earthlv  glory.' 
earthly  grcatiicsis  forgi:ttIng  that  if  they  tniMed  in  aii<I  sorvea 
their  God,  His  woid  hod  ^odo  fortli  to  make  them  greatest 
amongst  tho  nations) — was  it  marrol  that  that  power  should  be 
th«  iostrament  in  the  Eternal's  hand  to  execute  His  wrath  ?  Wa 
•bnddor  at  the  horrible  oppressions  of  which  wo  read.     Ita 
Aumait  agency  must  oxcito  our  abhorrence,  as  it  would  tbeanmr 
of  the  Lmd ;  but  on  thcmtclvcs  the  Jews  had  hurled  it;  tatf^ 
rea))ed  the  wretchedness  tlicir  own  hands  hod  sown. 

But  let  it  not  be  supposed,  in  the  feurfttl  state  to  which  the 
nation  was  reduced^at  theie  were  none  to  uphold  the  Rlory 
of  theLord,andbeUiswitDe£aea  on  earth.  In  the  tumultuous' 
aunids  of  the  period — in  the  vast  and  whelming  ocean  of  desptti^l 
and  miaen-  and  crime,  how  may  the  historian  discern  and  brinfl 
forward  those  who  were  yet  faith^l  and  acoepted  servants  oci 
the  OMSt  high  God  ?  Yet  even  as  the  Ktt^rual  promised  thafej 
larael  ahoald  never  oease  from  being  a  nation  before  Him,  so  f 
has  H?  eiinnliv  pmmised  that  He  would  never  be  without  Hit ' 
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iritsewM  OD  earth ;  and,  tbeiefore,  ftre  w«  bound  to  bdUn 
tbftt  oTcn  'a  this  »wful  epocb  of  Jevuh  bitttarj,  my,  tJirongboBt 
jb  (Urk  winiiLt  of  previaus  jraara,  there  wtra  jet,  m  there  hti 

I  Iwcn  in  the  <Uy«  of  Elijah,  "seven  thouautd  who  h»d  not 
t>Qirvd  the  k»«e  to  Bsol"  In  every  fsctioD.  CTcry  piarty.tksc 
vere  noble  and  bitbful  apiriu  of  either  sex  aotine  or  enooniifi 
»  iit»rt3rr'a  mrt — le«Tening  many  a  nam  of  otoenriBe  fba 
iniquity,  ana  u  aooeptable  to  the  Almighty  as  tbe  samtaof 
old.  Wu  Bra  them  not ;  ve  know  them  not,  for  not  on  earA 
may  vie  "  di«c«m  between  tbe  righteoas  aod  the  wicked  " — not 
on  earth  may  their  fitt«  be  distinct — not  in  the  threatened 
Tenei!tn>?i!  of  the  Eternal  might  a  niint<:lc  intcrpoee  to  protect 
His  faithful  from  the  dcstniction  waiting  tho  rebellioiu  umI 
the  sinful,  but  in  His  hcavMt,  tlie  distinotion  betwccB  bin 
that  servctli  Ilim  nnd  him  that  »cn-etli  Him  not,  was  Buk. 
And  tlxrivforc  did  lie  permit  univtrsnl  niBcry  and  dcstrDctioB 
to  whelm  nil  on  earth,  as  a  warning  to  the  nations,  m  a  wttsa 
of  His  word,  a  fulfilment  of  llis  threatened  wrath  for  dJK 

>  obedience ;  proparing  for  the  "  thousands  that  hul  not  bowtd 
the  knee  to  Baal,"  anch  tranfioeDdant  ^017  ami  uii^)e*lciUl 
li^tpinen  with  Him  that  the  evils  tliey  n^d  endured  bdn 
•eemed  but  as  a  "  wat«h  in  the  night,"— or  aa  the  tniuiMt 
pang  of  "  yesterday  when  it  is  pBSsed." 

In  this  rapid  and  very  imFH>rfect  sketch  of  tbe  bistMy  of 
Judtta,  from  the  return  m>m  Babylon  to  the  oommeneeaMil 
of  the  war  under  the  adniiuiatration  of  tlie  odiotu  Plocv 
A.  c  66,  we  have  seen  how  litUe  of  rest  or  indcpendeDce  ik 
enjoyed — that  in  fact  m&.'sacre  and  perwctilion  even  for  religiia 
Biay  be  dated  many  years,  eveu  ceiiturit«,  before  the  genenl 
dienersion — that  tlie  national  division"  of  tribes,  both  oflud 
aod  people,  were  eutireh'  lost — the  throne  not  once  ooonpM 
by  that  royal  branch  of  David  which  the  Etcroal  has  no  ex- 
pre«ly  promificd — that  the  Jcwi<  hod  st-ttled  by  tbcir  own  v31 
10  various  pun*  of  tliu  world  besides  Jerusalem.  And,  hinof 
ieeo  all  thiH,  do  we  need  more  than  a  knowledce  of  our  enra 
bistoiy  to  refute  tlie  a«Bcrtion  of  our  odversarieB  Uiat  our  retnta 
from  Babyhin  fulfilled  the  prophecies  ?  Shall  we  uot  rather, 
in  deepent  gratitude  and  consolation,  take  them  to  our  heuli 
wid  believe  in  their  fullilment  tbt  to  coms  !  rejoicing  even  a* 
did  the  venerable  Akibn,  who  laughed  when  his  oompftOioM 
wept  at  beholding  a  fox  run  out  from  the  tHaet  when  tbe 
Holy  of  Holies  once  stood;  and,  being  asked  tnenaeoD of  1IIC& 
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n-pIicK  by  inqxiring  nln-TCfore  they  wept: 
I  wct'p,"  they  Misworoi], "  when  we  aec  the  cura« 
— "ly  Tcnfied ;  '  for  the  moaDtain  of  Ziaii,  foxea  sh&Il  walk 
upon  it  f'" 

"  Aod  tberefon;  do  I  laugh."  replied  the  venerable  man. 
"  Wliilst  th«  evil  rciuaioed  un accomplished,  thei«  might  ha?« 
been  doubu  eDtertainedfortlii^fulfiliuent  of  the  good  promisedLl 
by  our  prophets;  but  now,  when  we  sre  the  eviIcoitiiti(,'to|>aB, 
«an  we  posaiblT  doubt  the  eventtial  fullilineut  of  the  consoUtiou 
of  Zion,  aod  aoes  Dot  God  rathur  reward  thftn  punish }"  And 
eball  we  not  also  rejoice  ;  for  Akiba'H  hope  is  oura  1 
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Iir  a  time  so  fraught  with  national  confusiou,  foreisii  nlliaoc 
trcacheroiu  pcaoOi  or  destructive  war,  i»  the  period  which  our^ 
akotch  oompri«ea,  history  reveaU  but  little  to  aid  uh  in  our 
attempt  to  deliacftte  tbecbankcter  and  otiiditionof  our  female 
uicescorH.  Yet  that  little  i»  oaoitt  important,  tending  ur> 
ftDSwerably  to  prove  thit  exultation  of  our  rocia]  position,  tbs 
elevation  of  our  iiidivi<tiinl  character,  and  alto  to  ooovinoe  1H 
that  there  was  not  i>  Kin^te  law  then  in  force  that  eould,  ather 
morally,  physically,  or  «i>cially  debase  u«.  We  shall  find  tht 
inlliieDce  of  woman  acttiatinfc  man,  in  more  than  one  instaao*, 
for  the  evil  unhappilv,  al«owlth  the  good;  but  thevcr)*  pover 
cf  the  evil  i«,  as  we  tiave  beibre  said,  an  ar^ment  in  mvour 
of  onr  equality  and  freedom. 

Daring  tlie  peiwcution  under  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  the  suf 
feringt  oi  the  women  of  Israel  must  have  been  tu  fearful,  ai 
tlieir  constancy  and  fidelity  were  powtrrful  proofs  of  the  perfect 
adaptation  of  the  Law  of  the  Eternal  to  their  temporal  and 
•pintual  wanta.  Never  could  a  religion  which  made  them 
euiilleo)  slaves,  have  become  so  dear,  so  part  of  their  very 
be«ru,  that  it  was  easier  to  endure  torture  and  slavery  ana 
death,  rather  than  dcpsirt  from  it  themselves  or  reAtiee  ila 
privileges  to  their  infant  sons.  Eighty  thousand  persona,  BiM, 
women,  and  children,  slain  in  the  Rircible  entrance  of  An- 
tiochns  within  Jerusalem,  and  forty  thousand  of  both  sexes 
mid  into  ^nvery,  was  the  horrible  preface  to  the  miaeiy  which 
ibllowed.    Every  observ«nc«  of  the  Law,  liom  the  keepug  of 
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tho  Sabbftlh  and  the  covetuutt  of  Abnli«ni,  to  tha  nuouUrt 

form,  was  autde  a  ca|>ital  offeuce.     Yet,  io  ^ite  of  tbt  toeam 

[^flf  honor  ao  contiDu&lly  recarring,  the  very  relation  of  «liteb 

Bust  now  make  every  femalo  heart  shrink  and  quim— jM 

I  there  female  marlynt  barin]{  their  breast  to  Ute  mnnlMOU 

lie,  rather  tluii  how  down  to  the  idol,  or  toaeb  forbtddw 

Wotnen,  jounK,  in«ek.  tender,  perfonoed  with  tliflir 

nda  the  OoTennnl  of  Abralitim  upon  their  •ons,  beeanao  noM 

'  «1»  would  w>  dare  tlie  tymit's  wrath ;  aiid,  with  their  infuM 

(ibr  whoM  immortal  souls  they  hod  thuK  iocurrcd  the  rue  <f 

Dan)  msponded  round  titi-ir  necks,  received  death  In  tang 

Inng  ftom  the  tho  batlicmvJits  of  the  Tumple  into  the  deep 

je  oelow ;  others  were  hung,  and  cmoltice  too  nwfdl  to  rebtt 

aotiwd  npon  others.     Tct  no  woman's  spirit  failed ;  ud 

what  must  have  been  thoir  attachment  to  their  holy  relifid^ 

what  their  sense  of  ite  respoDBibility,  and  its  immortal  KWail 

what  their  horror  of  abandoning  it  themselves  and  cuttiuw 

their  sons  froia  its  sainted  privirogcs,  to  incnr  martyrdoiMlilEa 

these  >    It  is  useless  to  argue  that  penceution  always  etwlei 

.mtrt^,  as  opposition   kindles  constancy.     The  rcligioa  i)»- 

Isradinf^  or  brutaUsing  woman  never  yet  had  martyn.    The 

['Catholic,  the  Protestant  have  bad  their  martyrs  in  voune  ai 

eble  women  e<tu&Uy  with  ouiselree:  because  thetr  rvUzia 

Ftbnnded  ujion  ours,  shares  its  heavenly  priTile^  and  spin! 

'  love,  and  twtiie.i  iticlf  so  round  woman  s  clinging  breart,  f ' 

it  is  far  easer  to  ille  for  it  than  live  without  it,  by  spdsl 

and  falsehood.     But  where  do  we  find  a  Mahommfiiaa  fem 

eiiiliiriiig  martrrdom  rather  than  fotsake  tho  rvligion  of  iJm 

Propitut  (so  called)  t    History  does  not  prownt  ns  with  oor 

,  example ;  and  why  t    The  reply  is  easy.     We  will  not  say  ao* 

liWord  against  tho   religion   itself;   because  eqnally  with  tiw 

I  Kazareiie,  it  is  doing  the  work  of  the  Eternal,  and  teactuas 

Inany  nations  to  worship  the  one  sole  God.     But  its  doctrist 

M^gndes  wutoaa  in  very  truth  to  be  the  slave  of  man — giiei 

^*r  neither  temporal  nor  spiritual  privileges — treats  her,  bolls 

on  her  as  being  without  soul,  or,  if  pussessing  one,  created 

even  in  Heaven  only  to  minister  to  man's  pleasures.*    U  It 

marvel  then,  the  Sasbem  women  an  now  indeed  degraded,  or 

that  amongst  them  we  should  never  read  or  mutyre  I    Bol 

*  Sunh  St  leut  an  iU  rtp«rud  (loe(rin«(.    W«  ctnaot  voveh  Hir  <Ut 

Iruth  or  TklKhood,  not  knowmg  nuHiciant  of  tbo  Ml)gl«o  ita«(r.  or  !■ 

lullow«n. 
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jiot  sucTi  W(T«  tVir  woiuun  of  thu  Eut  when  it  «u  peopled  by 
the  nation  of  the  Lord  I 

Where,  in  the  vast  tomca  of  hutoiy,  eacred  oi  profana,  shall 
we  Hnd  a  deed  more  heroic,  a  fortitude  more  sublime,  than  i> 
reconled  of  ilannah,  tliv  Hebrew  mother,  dorinc  the  peneou- 
tioti  uf  Antiochus  !  We  read  in  the  Znd  Maccabees,  chap.  vii. 
(cunfirmed  also  by  all  our  Hebrew  writers),  that  a  mother  and 
her  seven  md8  were  taken,  and  brought  before  the  tyrant ; 
who,  in  the  waotonoesa  of  cruelty,  commanded  thein  to  cat 
the  forbidden  meat,  commencing  first  with  the  more  moderate 
torment  of  whiph  and  scourges,  bat  heightening  them  gnixuiij 
to  torments,  which  we  leave  our  reftdeta  to  peruse  io  the  ohap> 
tut  we  have  quoted ;  for  the  soul  sickoeu  SO  to  dwell  upon 
thefn,  as  delii>erately  to  write  them  down  :  we  will  content 
oarselvn  with  repeating  t^e  words  they  spake  in  the  raidDt 
of  ttioM  appallinz  suffering;)! ;  for  surely  tliey  are  in  themselves 
witni-^s  nf  what  the  religion  of  the  KUTual  taught. 

"  What  wouldst  thou  asic  or  learn  of  us  Y'  the  £rst  said  : 
"  We  are  ready  to  die  rather  thaa  tratin^jM  tho  law  of  our 
btben."  And  a.t  hia  brethren  beheld  his  lingering  torments, 
iDsteod  of  failing,  thoy  exhorted  one  another,  aiul  their 
mother,  to  dio  tnanfnlly,  saying  thus,  "  The  Lord  God  tooketli 
niron  ns,  and  in  truth  huth  comfort  iu  us ;  as  Moew,  who  in 
hts  song  witnessed  to  tlicir  faces,  declared  :  And  he  »liall  be 
eomfortod  in  his  servants."    To  the  second  the  qncstion  was 

i>ut,  "  Wilt  thou  eat  ?"  tinder  thrwit  of  tiimiliir  tortures,  which 
le  bad  witnessed  but  in  vnin.  "  Thou,  like  a  fiiry,  takest  as 
out  of  this  hfe,"  h«  said  in  tho  very  agonies  of  death  |  "  bat 
the  King  of  the  World  thail  rau»  tu  up.  who  have  died  for 
bii  Imvs,  unto  marUuting  life."  The  third  himBclf  etretched 
fbvth  his  limbs  for  the  torture,  saving,  "  These  I  had  from 
Heaven,  and  for  His  Law  I  d^pise  them,  for.^-D<n  him  I  exjtect 
to  rective  tkrm  aefoin."  Inasmuch  as  the  king  and  those  that 
were  with  him,  marvelled  at  the  young  man's  courage,  for  that 
he  nothing  regarded  his  paina.  The  fourth  then  sanered :  and 
&e  Si^  "It  is  good  being  put  to  death  by  man,  to  loox  foi 
hope  from  Qod  to  bt  raited  vp  again  far  Him ;  as  for  thec^ 
thou  shalt  have  no  resurrection  to  life."  And  the  fifth,  in  his 
dying  agony,  calmly  looked  upon  the  king,  and  said,  "TboaJ 
hast  power  over  nii:ti,  hut  art  corruptible ;  thou  doest  what  thoa' 
wilt ;  but  think  not  our  nfttiou  i.i  (orsAkeii  of  (tud  ;  but  abi<l0 
•while,  aod  behold  His  great  power,  how  He  will  torment  the* 
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ftod  thy  wed."  And  tti«  nxth  being  readj  to  cti«,  emnhttj 
his  brother's  cututniicy,  addnvcd  th«  tjnnt, "  Be  doC  dsonn 
withont  CMiae :  wo  iiifTcr  these  things  for  ounelvefl,  hkvi>„ 
sinned  ugsinst  Ood,  thciuforv  tiianctlous  thiDgs  an  done  nM4 
ns;  but  tliink  not  tht>».  who  t&kcsl  ia  timid  to  strive  ngftiMt 
God,  that  tliou  shalt  e«cs{)e  unpuniahed." 

Nor  was  it  ono  alont  who  thus  «Ddor«d.  'llie  Rebn* 
mother  witnessed  thc^i-  agonising  tortures,  doue  not  unto  ODt, 
but  onto  six  of  ber  cherished  ofl&^ng.  Yet  how  do  otr 
«lden  speak  of  ber :  "  The  mother  was  taarvellous  above  sD, 

•and  worth]-  of  honourablo  memory;  for  when  the  saw  b«r 
■even  sons  slain  uitliin  the  space  of  one  day,  t/U  iora  it  ttiU 
a  gootl  coura^,  because  <i/  the  hope  that  A*  had  in  the  Ler^ 
Yes,  .tlie  exhorted  cv«ry  one  of  theu  in  h«r  own  langiun 
fillcil  with  couraKt^ou.i  spirit,  and  stirrtDfc  up  h«r  womuKh 
thoiight.1  with  It  m:iii[y  Htomacii,  A\e  Hoid  unto  them, '  I  csnMt 
tell  liow  ye  catne  ini>)  uiy  womb,  for  1  neither  gave  yon  breatL 
nor  life ;  neither  ua.*  it  I  who  formed  the  members  of  tmrf 

[one  of  you;  but,  doubllc^  the  Creator  of  the  world,  wm 
fcnned  the  genentiou  of  man,  and  found  out  tho  begimuu 
of  all  things,  will  also,  of  His  own  ntrcy,  giv«  you  brwtk  oh 
ii/t  again,  as  ye  now  regard  not  your  own  selves  for  Um  kar*! 
sake. 

Quaint  and  terse  as  this  luguige  is,  and  devoid  of  all  oni»* 
ment,  yet  how  cmphatiodly  it  brcatfaea  of  the  extent  of  that 
mothers  trial,  the  struggle  with  her  "womanish"  fe«liDglt  W 
ber  triumph  over  nature,  over  humanity,  through  th«t  ■apt^ 
hnman  faith!     Nor  is  the  trial  over.    One  etitl  remaioet^hir 

Joun^t^t  bom  ;  probably  still  the  tender  axid  be^ubeloved  vt 
is  luotber — one  round  whom  the  bleeding  tendrils  of  htr 
tac«riited  heart  must  bnve  clung  in  such  unuttentble  love;  her 
IsAt,  her  loveliest ;  and,  evidently,  from  the  tyrant's  own  worji^ 
one  ill  the  firet  and  freshest  prime  of  youth,  when  life  baa  s» 
many  rich  enjoyments,  it  ««em.s  dnubly  hard  to  turn  from  then 
to  the  cold,  dark  grave ;  and  heaven's  perfected  happiness  to 
sucb  ardent  spirits,  feeiit  dim  and  dUtatit,  compared  to  the 
present  joy  of  earth.  We  know  he  was  of  such  ace,  and  Hob 
aspirings,  else  the  temptations  of  the  tyrant  would  not  have 
been  couched  in  promises  to  make  him  a  riah  and  bappy  naOt 
and  take  him  for  his  friend,  and  trust  him  with  affabs,  ody  on 
enndition  of  hia  deserting  the  law  of  his  fathers:  and  when  tk 
young  miLu  would  not  hearken  to  him,  tho  king  callod  npeii 
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th«  mother,  and  exhorted  her  with  many  words  to  couiiBel  him 
to  save  bis  life.  He  believed  nature,  in  such  a  caiw,  must 
triiimpli ;  for  he  knew  not  the  ho]]e  faevond  the  gnn,  which 
oouM  still  the  tlirobbin^  of  matertial  love ;  aiid  bid,  ev«D  en 
Mitfa,  the  Angel  triumpli  over  the  Human — the  Immurtal 
shine  above  the  Mortal  1 

Calmly  she  listL-ned  tu  the  tyrant's  "many  word*,"  and  then 
bowiuf;  to  him  an  about  f  >  obey,  addrc«wd  her  sod  in  lior  om 
language,  "0  my  son,  han-  jiily  on  inc  wliol»ve  thvcuiid  gnvg 
thee  suck  three  )'ear«,  and  noiirlxhed  thw,  and  brought  tho* 
«p  onto  tliis  a^,  and  endured  thu  trmibh-s  of  (;diicittion,  I 
beaeech  lliee,  ray  »»ii,  louk  upon  ttie  heaven  and  upon  the  earth, 
nod  all  that  is  therein,  and  consider  that  God  mndo  tlieui  of 
things  that  were  not,  and  M  wiw  mankind  aliio.  Fear  oot  this 
tonncnt4)T;  but,  bcins  worthy  of  thy  brethren,  take  thy  dsatlk 
iJkat  I  tnny  rwxive  thee  again  in  mercy  with  thy  bretArm. 
And  eroQ  while  she  was  vet  speaking,  the  young  man  said, 
"Wliom  wait  ye  forf  I  will  not  obey  the  king's  commandment; 
but  I  will  obey  the  commandment  of  the  Law  that  was  jjivea 
onto  our  Fatnera  by  Moites.  And  thou  that  hn.it  b««n  tha 
aathor  of  all  the  mischief  aj^ainat  the  Hebrews,  ahatt  not 
escape  the  hands  of  God  ;  for  we  suffer  bectiuae  of  our  «ins  ; 
and  though  tlie  living  Qod  be  angry  with  na  a  little  while  for 
our  chastening  and  oarrection,  yet  He  tihall  return,  and  be 
again  with  Hi«  aervanta.  But  thou,  0  most  godless  man,  and 
of  all  litiitn  lanA  wicked,  be  not  lifted  up  without  CMim,  nor 
puffed  up  with  uncertain  hopes,  liftlnf;  up  thy  hand  afiainat 
tbo  Nrranto  of  God ;  for  thou  hast  not  yet  cHcaprd  the  judg- 
ment of  Almighty  tiod,  who  sceth  all  things.  For  our  brethren 
vho  hare  now  suffered  a  short  pain,  an  dead  under  GotTt 
eot^iant  qf  fverlaetinp  life ;  but  thou,  through  the  judKiuciit 
of  Qod,  B>ialt  receive  jufit  puniihment  for  thy  pride.  But  I, 
like  my  brethren,  offer  up  my  body  and  life  for  the  laws  of  our 
Fathen^  beseeching  God  that  He  would  speedily  be  merciful 
UDtoournation,  and  that  tbou,  by  torments  and  plagues,  maycst 
oonfeas  that  He  alone  t^  God,  and  that  in  me,  and  in  my 
brethren,  the  «r.iih  of  tlie  Almighty,  which  is  justly  brought 
upon  all  our  ri:tti<iti,  may  cease.'  Then  the  king  being  in  a 
rage  bandied  him  wonc  than  all  the  rest,  and  took  it  gricv* 
oiuly  that  He  was  mocked;  so  this  man  died  undeBled  and  pat 
ii$  wluU  tnut  in  the  Lortl.  \mi  of  all,  after  the  sods,  tha 
Dothcrr died.    "Let  this  bo  enough,"  the  writer  condodfl^ 
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"now  to  h&vti  spoken  oouoeruiiig  the  idolattoiis  feoaU,  i 
«zti«m«  tortatw." 

Baoogh  ?  It  is  enoo^li,  iudeed.  fur  eveiy  Israelite  to  il«i4l 
npon,  not  with  lOiuddenng  horror,  not  with  thut  sqnMiuib 
kiitd  of  nGTi-ctcd  fua^na  which  pretends  iDcanaeitf  to  look  Gn> 
ful  truths  in  tho  ftcc,l>ut  wttti  euoliona  of  intoiso  tfaaakfU- 
neaa,  that  sach  h  reoord  bu  beeo  left^  beariDK  such  EuthU 
witness  a^  it  <lo«e  to  the  tnt«  Iani«lit«'A  belief  It  i«  not  ueralT 
a  record  of  gnporbuman  herntaa.  alike  in  tnole  unl  tcmnii.  U 
ia  not  merely  aprt>of  of  the  litUe  moment  in  vhieh  torturttuid 
death  were  held  br  tho  Hebrews. coin|iare<i  with  wltich  the  tti- 
£iiDcd  hnnneesof^urton  andRumui uiothcTS sinks  into nathiiu. 
It  ia  the  doetrtae$  betnijrcd  throughout,  which  revealed  at  Gacti 
a  moment,  must  have  impregnated  tlic  TCty  existence  of  tb« 
Israelite  ;  and  theao  doctnnM  maj^  bv  treasarod  up  oa  imala- 
able  evidences  of  all  wluch  was  tant^ht  W  our  Holy  Law,  how- 
ever  some  may  disbolievc  the  actual  liilo  of  Uar^mtotn  in 
which  they  are  disclosed.  The  books  of  the  Maocabeea  in  ifat 
Apocrypha  are  on  all  points  the  exact  counterpart  of  tlie  mm 
hmory  id  Jonet>hus,  and  also  of  Antiochus  Epipbaiiea  in  BoUtD. 

There  Clin  be  no  doubt  that  the  books  were  written  bjt 
Hfhrew  fur  hi*  countrymen  ;  and  therefore  the  worda  ptit_ 
tfa«  mmit.iisiif  llmsiitfercTB,  must  have  been  the  exact  tr 
of  tile  Hi'brvw'it  true  belief.  If  the  doctrine  of  imtaor 
that  hope  bcvond  death  and  the  Krave — was,  aa  it  is  repurtaL 
unknown  and  nnrevealed  to  the  Isnteliten,  what  could  ban  ia> 
spired,  not  only  the  hope  itself,  but  tlw  expretnon  of  that  hupt 
in  the  very  midst  of  torture  and  anguish  widoh  human  natnn 
of  itself  could  never  have  «ustatDu<L  We  have  qaot«d  thi 
word«  of  the  sulfi-rcrs  at  full  length,  only  to  illustrate  tUi 
doctrine — to  prove,  that,  all  of  immortatily— ^  reeoneettitt 
—of  being  with  God  in  Heaven— of  re-unioo  thirre  with  niir 
beloved  ones— of  the  transiontiiest  of  the  sevcrKt  iigunies  bel'>« 
comparvd  to  the  permanency  of  hVua  await  in^  us  above— that  all 
was  nv«a1ed  to  us,  all  was  Known  to  every  Hebrew — male  and 
female,  childhood  and  ace — believed  in,  act<^  upon,  aAca  be- 
fore the  advent  of  that  religion  which  was  the  &ret,  her  fMlinms 
beliCTe,  to  incnlcalo  such  doctrines.  In  a  work  like  the  pmeat 
we  nay  not  dilate  on  this  glorious  subject  aa  maeh  iwi  iDcIina* 
tion  proBkpta — but  oh,  let  us  not,  by  present  indiSiwoDcei  by 
stagnant  ignorance,  or  fearfol  shrinking  from  the  idea  of  dtatli, 
give  our  opponents  only  too  much  reason  to  believe,  that  to 
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them  Bloue  hu  been  rcvcnlud  thv  consolntion,  the  glory,  th« 
DMS  of  tbo  belief  aivA  bop«  in  Immortalit)-- 
Grcat  emergcnoifs  will  urtisn  cnmie  ^rcat  ctumtctrrs ;  but  in 

;he  tiarratiTo  whicli  wu  liave  bocn  consideniig,  ire  read  eome- 
thing  more  in  tho  c4uiracter  of  the  Hebrew  motber,  tbnn  cren 
Che  faeroiam  which  she  dtspl&Tod.  By  her  close  consectioa  witb 
ber  60DS,  in  being  brnitglit  bcioro  the  tyraDt,  and  condemned  to 
share  their  fate ;  it  is  clear  that  thougn  a  woman  in  Israel,  her 
iuduenco  must  have  been  suppoeed  ofsorae  conMqnenee.  That 
ber  sons  owed  their  all  to  ber,  even  to  their  education,  and 
that  her  influence  on  them  was  very  KT^at,  we  read  alike  in 
her  own  words,  and  in  the  appeal  of  ibe  king  to  her,  to  save 
by  her  exhortations  ber  yuuogest  bom.  There  is  no  mention  of 
a  fiuher ;  she  bad  probably  been  from  the  infancy  of  herchildreo, 
that  especially  beloved  of  the  Eternal,  a  widow  in  Israel. 
And  in  tho  calm  courage,  the  noble  wordii  of  ea«b  of  her  ions, 
we  learn  the  education  ahe  )iad  giiren.  They  had  )irobablr  beea 
aiDongit  the  valiant,  thoujjh  uosuooesttftil  defenders  of  their 
Uod ;  amonffst  the  faithfnl  few,  who,  in  the  very  face  of  the 
pCTaecatOT,  dared  to  obey  the  law  of  Mo*.«,  and  n-fnacd  every 
effort  to  turn  them  frum  their  God.  Would  this  patriotism, 
this  devotednciu,  have  couic  at  the  moment  nrvdcd,  bad  it  out 
been  taught,  infused  fnuii  carliwt  boyhood — by  example  aa 

»ell  as  precept  '<    A  mother  in  I«n»cl  could  be  herself  do  war^ 

lor,  but  she  could  rai*'-  up  warriors — she  could  be  no  priest, 
fcot  she  could  crcJite  tirie-^te — she  could  not  face  the  battle's 
front,  or  drive  the  idoiatr^nnt  invader  from  Qod'n  Holy  Land — 
she  could  not  stem  tho  torrent  of  poniecution  and  of  tortnre  ; 
but  she  could  raise  up  tho^c  who  would  seek  the  one,  and  by 
nnshrinking  death,  hear  nitne^  to  the  fruitless  efforts  of  the 
Other ;  and  it  was  these  thinp  this  heroic  mother  did.  She 
had  trained  up  her  boys  in  that  faithfuhiess,  that  constancy, 
vhicb  could  only  spring  from  virtue.  She  most  have  taught 
them,  aye,  infused  it  with  her  very  milk,  that  the  piUDi  ud 
trouble  of  this  world  are,  in  their  sharpest  a^ony,  but  of  a 
moment's  duration,  compared  with  the  everlasting  blenednen 
awaiting  them  in  Hoaven.  She  must  have  taught  them,  that 
death  iu-wlf  wiw  but  a  darkened  portal,  opening  tnti>  an  infinity 
of  glory;  that  man,  uiiKht  indeed,  have  power  over  this  pr«MDt 
life :  ^t  over  tb»  future  what  mortal  eould  bare  dominion  1 
— that  all  Ui^  poBMMud,  even  to  the  memben  of  tho  body, 
KA)  itaelf  thoy  had  hud  Dvui  tied,  to  whom  thef  wck  ttnAi  V> 
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ndgn  Utem,  knowuig  tb»t  from  Him  they  would  be  rcctt* 

kgun — that  eT«D  in  that  extrdmity  of  bodily  tortuK,  their  La 
wu  bappiAT  than  that  of  their  lomieutor,  for  lAtir  boriUn 
was  «Tena8tiug,  but  Ait  vas  oorraptible,  aud  raoiahiDg  witli  a 
braath.  Sh«  muat  have  taaght  tbetn  in  the  true  q|>iiit  of  tlw 
Law,  that,  however  persecuted,  however  Ainful  io  thmoeelva^ 
Uicir  nation  would  raw  he  romlten  b^  Qod  ;  yet,  that  it  vn 
tot  tMr  riiu  they  sufiered,  oot  to  gratify  the  exulting  tyranny 
ot  their  peraccutor,  but  for  themaelvus,  fur  the  una  of  their 
hapleu  oouotrymeu.  TheirsulTennpin  Uie  fl<-«h  were  to  main 
mudfwt  to  the  whole  world,  God'a  jadKmcDt  up<.iti  Uis  ehildna 
for  their  national  ain ;  but  that  still  to  the  virtaoos,  even 
such  a  death  hod  no  itiog,  for  their  carthlv  safferings  bon 
nitncas  bo  the  jtutUa ;  and  their  Hfavonly  reward  to  the 
merey  of  their  God.  She  must  hare  infoM-d  within  thcu, 
that  pure  bcautiCul  spirit  of  self-dovotion,  which  ia  tPmaaa'f 
own,  and  can  only  be  imported  by  womao  to  the  noro  aelfiili. 
mom  calculating  man,  else  we  should  not  fiud  the  hut  ani 
yonngeet  martyr,  beseeching  God  even  at  that  terrible  mommi, 
to  turn  His  juBt  wrath  from  His  people ;  and  that  the  saerifiet 
of  himaelf  and  hia  brethren  for  the  laws  of  (beti  fathera^  liiigkt 
be  BO  accepted  aa  to  cause  the  national  miitery  to  oom&  Aft 
this  (aud  lu  such  dootrinea,  how  much  more  is  oooiprised  tiMB 
we  can  trace  in  a  brief  survey :)  «be  wuM  liarc  taught  bar 
bi>y*.  We  Iteiir  ber  henelf  refer  to  the  labours  of  education,  u 
an  additional  iiice&tire  to  her  sons'  obedienco  ;  and  we  miut 
ho  convinced,  that  all  their  Iicroiam,  fiimncss.  sc!f-devot«dnen, 
sprung  fruro  her,  nml  liad  booomie  part  of  their  very  being, 
vcara  Dcfore  Biich  exalted  principles  wore  thus  called  npon  Is 
Do  displayed. 

Will  not  this  narrative  then  strongly  confirm  all  that  m 
have  stated  in  the  second  chapter  of  our  second  period,  as 
elevating  the  position  and  marking  the  duties  of  Jewtib 
mothers '.  Will  it  not  prove,  that  the  mttliers  of  Aitftfn! 
Imel,  were  perfectly  aware  of  all  the  re3;>o[i.tibility  ftttendaat 
on  them,  is  the  education  of  their  son*— and  that  tbcnr  realty 
were  iiHlud«d  in  the  «har^  of  Moses,  contninod  in  Daal.  n. 
20 — 25.  The  education  girtti  by  this  martyr  mother  to  h^ 
Bona,  is  an  exact  illu«tntion  of  the  manner  in  which  theae 
ordinances  were  obeyed,  including  also  the  instruction  in  the 
History,  theocracy,  and  claims  of  Israel  down  to  tlie  tim^  in 
whtch  they  lived.    And  how  could  this  be,  if  the  Jmriih 
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Ceowle  were  lowered  bjr  kocuI  treatment  to  tho  portion  of  ■ 
tiuto  or  heatlieii,  on  whom  no  TetponRibilitf,  no  religiooa 
daty  devolved.  Be  tite  narmtivQ  it«elf  truth  or  tradition,  it 
nuitteni  not;  the  anciunt  fathers  would  never  have  given 
woman  th*t  inlhicim-  ami  elevation  in  tradition,  whic)i  hod 
not  ita  foundatii'ti  in  tmth  —  would  never  have  made  her 
ooonpf  that  position  in  tradition  which  the  ordinances  of  the 
law  Torbado.  Thia  consideration  is  most  important  to  us  ;  for 
wc  arc  now  rapidl)[  advaucinK  to  tho  period,  whence  it  ii  said 
modem  Judaism,  in  contradiction  to  ancient  Judaism,  takes 
ita  rise.  There  will  be  many  perhaps  to  ngree  with  the  theoriea 
fcrawd  on  Scriptnre,  already  brought  forward  ;  but  to  declare 
it  is  modern,  or  what  is  termed  Rabbinical  Judaism,  which 
they  condemn.  We  hope  to  satisfy  such  entfuirere,  that  even 
in  rabbinical  Judaism,  there  ia  no  foundation  whatever  for 
.he  degradation  of  woman. 
And  what  were  the  "  wages"  received  by  the  martyr  mother, 
thus  "nursiug  her  boys  for  Qodt"  Could  it  be  their 
ly  tortures,  tneir  agooiaing  deaths  ?  Alao,  what  female 
in  ita  fir»t  natural  weakness,  will  not  shrink  and  quiver, 
feel,  if  atich  must  be  her  wages,  how  oan  she  nurse  Iter 
child  for  Ood  T  How  may  ahe  in8tU  such  feelings,  if  torture 
ftod  d«^h  miist  be  their  reward.  Why  are  obedienoe,  constancy, 
■lligiilil"T.  virtue,  s/ttd  to  be  acceptable  to  the  Moat  Hijjh, 
wban  nii^  is  their  earthly  end  ;  and  the  sinful,  the  faithlem, 
Um  apostate  arc  spared  and  ergoy  t  Let  ua  ponder  on  whitt 
«u  the  support,  the  hone,  ay  even  at  that  moment  tlie 
triumph,  of  llanniili.*  Did  she  fed  aa  if  tlmt  trial's  intolerable 
Agony,  were  indeed  her  "wagua"T  We  know  not  how  a  frail 
weak  woman  could  thus  have  looked  on,  and  instead  of 
tunKrving  them  by  cries  and  sob*,  cncoura^d  then  to  snBer 
atilL  God  gave  her  power  (it  wa4  not  in  huinanitv),  and  to 
JDCieased  the  strength,  the  might,  the  vividness,  of  tfiose  hopca 
beyond  the  grave,  which  she  hud  felt  and  realiacd  so  long,  that 
the  blemednesa  awaiting  her  children  with  their  Ood,  seemed 

Kipahly  revealed  The  veil  of  flesh,  of  corruption,  was  rent 
in  her  mcirtal  n-es,  and  all  which  the  Lord  had  prepared  for 
thoM  that  love  Him,  uoacen  by  human  eye  and  unheard  by 
bttDau  ear,  was  throu;:h  her  pure  PArru  disclosed;  nothiiig 
elas  could  have  so  Hu-ittitned  her,  or  given  the  immortal  spirit 
*  Sba  \t  M  called  io  Rollio,  though  1  know  doI  from  what  autboritj  bo 
tkkoo  tb*  Mm*. 
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Buuh  dominton.  We  are  expressly  toM  "  she  stirred  np  hn 
wotnantf  thoughts  with  »  maolv  reaolve."  Consequeotlr  m 
Icuow  ud  feel,  tturi  i^lie  bad  all  a  woman's  nature.  "  lUi 
tliy  death,"  she  boHe  her  roangest  boni,  "tJUtt  J  may  ncmm 
thet  again  in  mercy  with  tiy  tvethrm,"  Had  nn  nnge)  fnot 
heaveo  8|)okeii  in  ber  ear  theie  worda  ihe  coiitd  not  ban 
believed  mere  ttrougly.  "  The  Lord  will  of  His  own  merer 
give  you  lire  and  bre«th  again."  she  Itad  before  said  ;  and  if 
iilie  had  fu.ir  when  «he  exhorted  her  younKett  bora,  it  wea,  Mt 
tliat  bo  should  p^tt  away  from  her  eulUy  love,  but  \>j  bit 
aoceptaoce  of  the  tyrant'ii  nr>)ffer»,  be  lo«t  to  ber  tn  ilMveti; 
Pftitn.  Trust,  Ho])c-,  the«e  then  were  her  sustainpra ;  she  hu 
broustit  up  her  children  not  for  Eartb,  but  for  Heaven  :  nut 
for  Time,  out  fur  Eternity ;  and  she  knew  that  she  saonU 
receive  her  wages,  not  from  Earth  but  in  Hia  presenoe,  tot 
whom  her  boys  were  martyred  ;  and  can  we  doubt  for  a  angls 
moment  that  those  "wages"  were  received— can  we  bulieve  b 
the  God  of  lovu,  whom  PcntAtcuch,  Psalms,  and  Prupheb^  all 
rtiTcal,  and  yet  allow  the  faintest  shadow  of  an  unHltevioc 
thought  to  come  across  our  minds  ?  Can  wc  witli  ft  soepbn 
fearful  ecoro,  refuse  faith  in  another  purer  lovelier  world, 
where  such  noble  and  faithful  spirits  receive  their  proiBued 
recompeose,  because  to  the  finite  stsht,  hearing,  and  wiadoa^ 
d'  frau  poor  humanity,  it  has  not  neen  visiUy  or  palp«J)Iy 
revealed  )  No  !  No !  stagnant  and  indifferent  «■  Israel  nay 
Bometiraea  appear,  he  never  has  thus  fallen,  never  can  reject 
tliat  unutterably  consoling  revelation  of  immortality,  which 
became  his  own  glorious  heritage,  long  long  ages,  before  it  mt 
vouchsafed  to  the  Qentite  world. 

By  the  words,  "  Last  of  all,  after  the  sons,  the  mother  died." 
and  no  mention  of  tortures,  wo  may  hope  that,  if  the  tynutt 
coiuriiaiidud  her  death,  it  wms  comparatively  eacryj  or,  which 
is  our  own  belief,  that  the  Eternal,  in  His  infoit«  mercy, 
"Tiinself  called  her  to  rejoin  her  sons,  never,  never  more  to  be 
_  Bpanted  from  them.  The  spirit  might  bo  eupernaturally 
BtTCDgtlicned,  to  make  manifest  such  lirmnesa  and  ^thfolBea 
as  would  exalt  tho  glory  of  the  Lord  ;  but  the  phjraieal 
powers  must  have  mink  beneath  it  And  if  the  tyrant  did 
indeed  put  tho  seal  to  the  work  of  butchery  by  slaving  her, 
.he  did  out  forestal  the  death  which  would  inevitably  haw 
oome— and  hia  cruelty  in  this  instance  was  merey. 
Jt  laay  be  said,  that  sthkiDg  as  this  narrative  is;  it 
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bear  npon  as  now,  citliur  as  guHucv  or  example,  aod  tli:tt> 
even  if  it  contil,  it  wouKI  he  'unpomihle  for  uh  to  imitate  tlio 
heroiBiQ  of  whicli  wc  ri-<td.  E:tmc.<tlr  wc  tniet  that  Eiicli 
manifeEtatioDB  of  faillifulncfii  arc  iiiduua  no  lon^  necdod. 

Yet  t^t  mother's  lessons  inajr  still  be  to  us  as  gnidance — 
may  t«aeb  as  how  w«  should  instruct  our  children,  so  as  to 

rirovide  them  figaiust  the  arrons  of  misfortune,  which  era 
ife  cloee,  may  assail  them,  either  thiout;h  bodily  affliction  or 
mental  woe.  Ikli^'iuD,  real  spiritual  religion,  will  not  tiod 
leatioK  iu  the  human  heart  unless  infused — unless  made  the 
fiitt  great  object  in  childhood  :  not  to  aOect  with  gloom,  bnt 
iDezpressibly  to  deeiieu  the  ei^oyment  and  hilari^  of  youth. 
Affltotion  may  do  the  work  for  us  in  riper  years,  and  bring 
the  aoul  tu  itit  God — because  earth  has  become  a  void — its 
former  |>1euiirt»  daahcd  with  jpoison ;  but,  oh  !  it  ia  a  fearful 
thing,  when  wc  wait  for  :iffliction  to  teach  uji  our  God— wh«D 
•orrow  ma^t  be  »ont  to  bring  us  to  Him.  If  the  toother 
would  hot  look  forward — would  but  sometimes  think  that 
the  sweet  and  Miiiliii};  babe  U)}Ou  her  lap,  the  laughing  girl 
•Dtl  merry  boy  now  playing  in  such  Hhadowlcat  glee  around 
bcr  knee,  may  one  d4iy  be  bowed  down  in  sorrow,  exposed  to 
bodily  piun — to  bcrfavemcnt — to  one  or  more  of  the  num- 
berlese  sorrows  ever  incidental  to  humanity ;  nay,  to  privation 
of  b^tb,  of  sight,  of  use  of  limb — will  tlwf  not,  must  thejr 
Dot  seek  to  provide  them  witli  some  unfailing  refuge,  some 
fadetess  hope  and  inward  consolation  '  Why  are  they  so 
aoiious  to  ppivide  for  their  temporal  n^lfare,  to  secure 
provision  for  earthly  wrmts,  resources  of  education,  eitjoyment, 
ambidoQ,  wealth  ? — Why  611  the  infant  mind  with  every 
branch  of  learning,  and  train  it  to  tliluk,  and  calculate,  and 
act?  Why  be  ho  careful  of  all  the.^e  thiop,  did  not  the 
thought  of  the  Future  guide  the  workings  of  the  Prtunt — did 
Dot  love  it^tf  become  ambition,  and  future  hope  ioexpreiKibly 
beighteii  present  enjoyment  {  And  these  thoaghtx,  thcee 
hopes,  are  natural,  and  right  :  but  why  provide  only  for  a 
future  of  Succfit  and  of  Jot;  t  T)ic«:  tlno^  may  bo.  It  may 
pIsMC  our  Father  in  Heaven  to  Ailfil  the  mothers  every  wi^nIi, 
and  make  bur  child's  future  as  smiling  as  its  present;  but  it 
BMur  equally  please  Him  to  try  that  cherished  darling  in  the 
orou]  of  adveirity ;  and  then,  if  he  have  only  been  provided 
for  a  future  of  prospetity,  0  what  shall  sitstain  him  f  How 
maj  he  bear  up  agaiii^t  the  trials  which  may  be  his,  aa  well  sa 


414 


THE  WOMEK  Or  UBAKL. 


of  thonaauda  of  bis  fellows  ?  No  t  Mother*  of  lanel :  lei  in 
ever  tmin  our  children  for  a  futtiK,  Mid  streiifrttiea  tbem  for 
Borrow  BA  veil  as  for  joy.  Should  ve  think  our  duty  done  did 
n>  provide  tUcm  ouly  with  summ«r  clotJiiiiK,  and  expOM  tfaam 
iih[irotc>cted  to  the  wintry  blast  and  bowling  storm?  Hi^ 
th«r  not  with  justice  reproach  as  in  tJi«  fintt  t«mpo8t,  if  va 
We  thvm  tbu.1  set  forth  on  the  journey  of  life  ?  However 
smiliiik'  u  far  as  the  eve  can  pierce,  is  Dot  the  boriiM 
eiivi-loped  in  auch  mists,  tjtat  we  know  not  whetlii-r  it  cooocal 
sunshine  or  stonn— ana  shall  we  send  forth  otir  beloved  odm 
provided  only  for  the  one  t 

Let  it  not  be  tiwught  that,  to  inciiloat«  pietjr— that  dineng 
love  of  and  con6d«nce  in  Qod,  tlie  only  support  in  mental  at 
budily  afllictiun — demands  a  relinqnishnent  of  the  booyaat 
Ught-hetuteduuM  of  cbildliood.  Far  IVom  it  The  peeuiBr 
.sumptability  of  childhood  to  emotions  of  gladnesB  and  km^ 
renden  the  tA«k  euy  and  most  bleesed  (if  the  right  momMit 
bo  Bcitod)  to  lift  up  the  young  spirit  to  the  kind  and  loving 
Father  vbo  has  given  to  many  things  to  love  and  to  imjoj. 
And  when  the  Toung  mind  has  expanded  to  a  caoaeioitnMi 
of  the  tomporal  enjoyments  it  has  received  from  God,  let  H 
rise  still  higher,  in  the  t«lc  of  tluit  world  where  there  is  no 
sat,  no  pain,  no  change,  but  wliere  Joy  and  love  live  for  erv 
— where  their  souls  will  be  with  God  and  His  aoKeU,  if  thay 
seek  to  lire  there,  and  in  all  they  do,  and  think,  and  feel, ; 
and  sock  to  lore  and  serve  the  heavenly  Father  who  is  so  | 
to  them  in  this  world,  and  has  provided  snch  a  home  for  i 
with  Him.  Teatch  them  that  sorrow  and  pain  are  not  proo& 
of  their  Father's  wrat^,  but  of  His  Iok« — that  all  he  does  it 
love,  however  wc  may  not  understand  it — that  much,  vaj 
much  must  puxzle  us  while  we  are  on  earth,  but  that  w« 
shall  understand  it  all  in  Heaven,  and  till  then,  if  we  will  bit 
believe  He  loves  OS,  and  all  He  doos  is  love,  we  may  be  sot^ 
rowful  oud  sad  for  a  time ;  but  we  know  He  will  o&oe  mm 
give  us  joy. 

LoiBOiislike  these,  united  with  a  firm  observance  of  tka 
ordinauccs  and  commandB  of  Judaism,  will  indeed  be  bleased 
,to  our  children,  even  though  we  see  not  their  frait  till  long, 
'  ing  years  aSter  the  first  seeds  were  i^anted.     Let  us  not  mp- 

EOM,  because  we  can  discern  nothing  in  the  heedlaBsneaa,  tbe 
ivity,  the  occoeional  faulty  even  the  apparent  indiflemiee  to 
Bpiiitual  *hingB,  in  our  oSsprii^;,  that  we  have  worked  in  vain. 
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;  sorrow,  let  RickncM  come,  aod  our  cliildrcD  will  blcn  tiui 
p&rentol  love  which,  under  God,  has  urovidi-d  them  with  snob 
nopcs,  lucli  thongUts,  tfaftt  pain  iteclf  in  compamtiTctjr  e*^  to 
b«  EK)rn«,  Kiid  sorrow  is  oMUBged.  Bett«r,  far  b«tt«r  pravida 
fxr  advor«ty  a  liundred  times,  aad  the  prorisioD  oc  not 
■iwded.  than  one  case  in  which  the  BufTercr  shall  need  leli- 
giouB  comfort,  and  in  vain — and,  in  bitternces  of  anguish, 
exclaim,  "  Why  was  I  not  taught  to  know  and  love  God  t— 
Why  Dot  guided  in  my  childhood  to  that  holy  consolation,  of 
which  ]  hear  others  ajJeaJs,  but  which  I  cannot  feci  ?"  How 
in  the  midst  of  suffenng  can  we  teach  that  God  is  love  ?  How 
ean  the  bruised  and  broken  spirit  lift  up  its  thought  to 
heaven,  when  it  has,  until  that  moment,  been  chained  to 
«artli  T  If  the  soul,  in  health  and  joy,  has  not  been  taught 
that  it  has  wings,  whereirith,  even  in  iU  earthly  shell,  to  fly 
to  hfAven,  how  may  we  hope  to  use  them  when  tney  he  crushed 
and  broken  beneath  the  heavy  hand  of  woe  ?  It  is  vain  to 
hope  it  I  Tiien,  oh  ! — would  we  do  our  duty  to  our  children 
— would  we  indi-'ed  provide  for  their  future — would  we  have 
them  recall  u^,  with  the  tcndereet  love  and  deepest  gratitude, 
f  l»ng,  long  atU-r  «e  may  have  passed  away  from  cartlil — let  us 
fintitste  the  Mortyr-Mother,  and,  clothing  ihcm  for  affliction 
.  well  OS  joy,  nunc  them  from  their  infancy  for  Ood  ;  and 
wi-  ^hdll  indf'.-il  rcecive  them  onoe  tffua  in  mcroy  from  Hie 
bund — and  in  His  presence  for  everlasting 


MOTHER  OF  JOHN  HYRCANUS.-WTFB  OP  JOHN  HTRCANtJS. 
-ALEUNDRA. 

Thb  victim  of  Antiochus  was  not  the  only  instance  of  singular 
hentism  and  self-devotedneiu  amongst  the  Mothers  id  Israel. 
Her  uorifioe  of  all  natural  feelings,  which  ire  bare  been 
nignrding,  originated  in  a  faithl'ulnom  and  oonstonor  to  a 
poreecuted  faith — a  rwolution  to  doie  all  the  torture  of  Earth 
rather  thim,  by  di^bedience  and  apoataoy,  lose  the  glnriee  of 
Heaven.  This  waa  love  of  faith  and  race :  we  are  now  to 
beiiold  patriotism  as  strong  and  fervid  a  feeling  in  the  woman 
of  Israel,  as  in  the  women  of  the  Gcutilc  nations,  whose  deeds 
•re  tnimpeted  by  fame. 
SimoD,  the  lost  of  Uio  Imroio  Mocoabtean  bruilun,  o&dtlub 
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Geovml  uiil  Hi|;li  Priest  of  Jndea,  was  inveigled  br  his  i«no> 
iii4tw  f  tolemj;,  to  Um  rortnen  of  Jeriobo,  nitii   tlwre,  Kt  & 
btnqaet,  uaaaaiuatol     His  eld«st  son  sbnre<!  hi«  faie  ;  utd 
vffoftc  were  inaiie  in  tlie  mow  treaeherDu.s  Hjiint  to  i-npun 
JohD  Hyimnus,  Simon's  third  bod,  at  tiMiirn.     The  young 
naa  bowerer,  eticaped  the  tUiiger,  and,  appetu-iog  in  JeruHMlan, 
waa  unirenuilly  ncKnoirl«d^  as  the  Mucc««flor  to  hia  fnthn, 
Prince,  ami  High  Priftit  of  Jmln.     Burning  with  deaira  to 
avenge  the  <Uittl)  of  Simon,    he   marched  with    hia   foreii 
inatsnil}'  to  Jerioho.     Ptolemy  had  hoirever  obtained  [m^ 
seaeion  of  tli«  mother  and  tli«  brotbrCD  of  Hjrrcnniu, 
with  his  captives  shut  himself  np  in  a  etmng  fortr«ait  in 
town.     Hrreanus,  instantly  laid  hw  plana  for  a  cloae  ttegg' 
but  drew  back  appalled  as  be  bcibeld  nis  mother  and  brm ' 
aipoaed  on  the  walls,  icoarged  aud  tortured  befon:  his  eyrit' 
with  the  threat  if  he  did  not  instantiv  withdraw   his  foiH^ 
they  should  bo  put  to  death.    Jooeplius  expreHflly  ttSb  m, 
that  the  force  of  HjTcaiiaa  was  etroui^cr  than  Ptolemy'a  "  M 
A<  was  rmdered  weaker  by  tha  cmtmteratim  At  Haa/cr  Hi 
mvthtr  and  hr^mn,"  a  touching  proof  of  but  filiaJ  affectio*. 
He  knew  that  Ptolemy,  in  conjunction  with  Antiochn^  Sideti^ 
king  of  Syria,  wan  fl«i>king  to  overthrow  Judea,  and  therefeni 
danger  to  hia  country  aa  well  aa  a  Culler's  murder — calltd 
upon  him  to  captiiTK  I'UiU-my.     Bnt  ktt)l  he  hesitated — wonJd 
haT«  withdnwii,  Uii^l  not  hia  hetina  toother  ctretchod  out  bir 
hands  itnploriiigly  townrdii  him,  lie^erahing  htm  to  he«d  bcr 
not,  but  to  revenge  the  cruel  treaelteiy  done  unto  hia  father. 
Torture  and  dnitli  for  hem.' If  and  her  children  awaited  her; 
but  still,  with  noble  and  iiushrinkinK  coamgr,  she  oaUed  M 
Ilyrcanus  to  renew  tlie  siege.     While  the  spirit  of  son  hiI 
warrior  abN>latcly  quailed  beiore,  only  witntrttna  the  siilforingi 
cf  his  mother,  the  mother  luid  tho  wocaan  failed  not  undtr 
tbeir  infiiction.    Wliat  was  her  bfo  (ehe  |irobably  felt),  asd 
even  the  life  of  her  two  young  eons,  compared  with  tbcM 
treacherously  skin,  and  witD  the  valiant  and  enei;getio  warrior 
who  still  remained  T     Why  should  her  snSerings  so   nnRcm 
bin  fttalwart  sxoi,  as  to  tempt  liim  to  rai»e  the  sicf^,  attd  so 
perhaps  expose  bim   to  the  diffpleasiuv  of  the  people,  who 
though  they  had  so  lately  made  bim  Plince  and  Priest,  might 
tam  from  bim  with  a  brenth  i^    The  wife  and  molhrr  oTAb- 
nomeani,  she  had  imbibed  their  spirit,  and  dispUyid  it  wbea 
uoit  needed.    The  captor  flung  indelible  disgrace  upon  hv 
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■naDhiKid,  by  wnkin^  tcnax  wilti  his  foe,  through  the  tovtnrt 
of  a  woinaQ  ;  but  foiirles.<ly  (she  scorneJ  aliku  th«  torturer  audi 
his  tortunn :  the  citild  not  (cat  denth.  Tor  she  wn«  a  womaa 
of  Unci,  whose  save  and  BliidraHt  hogw  wils  AxtA  abDv«. 

lospirM  bj  lier  hcroio  words,  Hyrcnoua  reoommeDoed  ihtl-t 
dflge  with  Tigoar,  bat  at  every  frrsh  cnicltjr  ofTorod  to 
motbor  ba  appean  to  have  rctaiced ;  and  thus,  acoordiDg  to 
Joaephns,  the  siege  was  protractd  to  the  sabbaUo  year,  when 
aU  offensive  warfare  was  forbidden ;  and  in  consequence  he 
Withdrew  his  forces;  but  hia  withdrawal  did  not  save  his 
mother:  Ptolemy  slew  both  her  and  her  sons,  sod  fied  to 
Philadeljihia  ;  and  history  inentionH  him  no  more. 

There  ta  nothing  in  this  anecdote  to  iiit«rc3t  us  as  womeo  in^ 
a  domestic  point  of  view.  The  mother  of  HyTcanus  is  broii)!;ht 
before  us  only  as  a  nnbk--uuuded  heroine,  who  cared  not  for 
personal  suS'iarin^  bo  the  murderer  of  her  husband  and  son 
VM  broaj[ht  to  iustice,  and  the  country  rid  of  his  treocheroui 
faltrignes.  We  ao  not  hold  her  up  at  an  eitara])le  to  our  young 
oountrywotnen,  bccau»o  we  truHt  that  they  will  ncror  bt 
exposed  to  such  a  ttinl,  and  we  have  not  enough  of  her  to 
know  if  1«.T  prcTimi.-t  life  were  in  accordance  with  the  h^troism 
displayed  in  peril.  Wo  iniut  not  allow  admiration  of  ^iat- 
nsM  to  usaip  the  place  in  our«h«ArU  due  to  the  admiratioD  ot 
gtadntm,  more  cn>ecially  as  we  are  always  called  upon  to 
oaltjvate  and  display  the  Utter,  and  not  once  in  a  century,  not 
one  indiridual  in  a  thousand,  rcqiiin^d  to  make  maaifost  the 
former.  Admiration  of  greatness,  if  too  much  encouraged, 
occasions  a  neglect  of  goodness:  seeking  for  opportunities  to 
make  manifest  the  one,  we  overlook  the  innumerable  op^N 
tm]itiL>s  in  our  daily  life  to  prove  the  other.  The  one  lives 
but  in  exoitcment)  the  other  at  home ;  and  modern  women 
must  be  content  to  change  the  one  for  the  other,  or  their  lives 
must  be  unhappy;  for  in  tliese  matter-of-fact  pro«aio  days, 
where  shall  we  nud  adventures  to  make  us  feel  and  act  as 
beiotneel 

Not  to  call  forth  romantio  admiration,  bare  we  brought 
this  incident  forward,  but  dimply  to  prove  that,  in  time  o(, 
Dc«l,  Israel  as  well  as  every  olhor  nation  bod  her  great  a 
BoUe-miiidcd  heroines.  QuatitiK*  micb  aa  the  mother 
Bynuo*  displayed,  on  tlie  otrKprins  of  freedom  only,  The 
ttSMbw,  the  reverence  borne  her  by  hex  son,  depnTod  him  cf 
fete  nottd  energy,  unnerved  his  heart,  and  bode  his  swoidliik 
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rerUes.  ThU  marks  the  diatinction  bet*««t)  a  hcroiu  ol 
■ad  n  herciiDi.'  of  tavkgea  :  ev«it  unooflit  th«  latter  *e 
^'  fiod  tho  boroum  of  endunnce,  but  not  tSu  filial  affecboa, 
which  would  pauso  io  the  mkbt  of  •  triumphant  csreer, 
ijipalled  ud  powerlnit  beeaoae  » toother  •offvrca.  'Hte  aSet>- 
tiOD  of  Ilyrcnntts  U  erun  n  more  cooviDoing  proof  of  tbe 
el«TatioD  to  which  thi-  women  of  Itnwl  could  uKaio,  than  ha 
own  fortitude ;  whilv  h«r  addrtu,  aitd  ita  i&spiring  effect,  mutt 
coDvincQ  us  tiiat  the  raeu  of  utMl  diidainod  not  to  dertte 
mcreaae  of  conntfe  anil  uf  finnn«ae  front  a  womciii's  Itm  ;  atul 
would  this,  could  thin  bo,  if  it  were  the  mandate  of  thvir  law 
to  degrade  and  to  euslarc  hvr  ? 

A  still  more  powerful  proof  of  the  perfect  equality  of  the 

woroeo  in  larael,  in  the  vyca  of  their  husbands,  and  uf  all  tlw 

Mpeople,  ia  the  curious  and  important  fact,  that  more  than  one 

uovereign  of  Israel  loft  his  kingdom  to  his  wm.     Now  thia  ia 

ft  custom,  or  even  an  iiij»tancc,  found  in  the  annals  of  no  other 

nation,  except  in  the  Somiramis  of  Babflon,  and  the  Catharine 

?  Russia ;  and  these  became  queens  Un  from  the  will  of  tbttr 

nsbande  than  their  own  succead'nl  smbitioD.     Whereas  ia 

'  larael,  it  never  appeared  to  excite  surprise,  even  Uioo^  tba 

turbulence  of  the  people  or  the  rebellion  of  aona,  preTCBto) 

^Ibe  actual  government  of  a  queen,  except  in  one  'tttiWciL 

'     That  the  wife  of  John  Hyrcanua  should  haro  had  aub 

•  monater  for  her  son  as  Aristobulus  the  J^iat  wu  her  mi^ 

fortune ;   but  hla  violently  depriving  her  of  tlie  autboritt 

wliich  his  father  had  left  her,  does  not  at  all  ioterfefe  vita 

thi;  bcuiiL-athiuent  itaelf,  or  leaeen  the  importanoo  of  the  Cida 

dcrivea  from  that  bequeathment    Joaephua  t«lia  ua^  apeakng 

of  Aiiitobulua,  and  of  hia  ambitioua  design  of  oliaoKiDir  the 

^government  into  a  kinKdom,  "  He  olao  o&Bt  bis  mother  into 

[briaon,  becauKe  she  disputed  the  Koreraineiit  with  him ;  &t 

ItHTioanua  had  lift  hgr  to  b«  mittmu  <if  all.     He  aUo  pro- 

coeded  to  thiit  dvgnv  of  barbarity,  as  to  kill  her  in  ptison  wiUk 

hun^cT."    'I'lie  extrt.'iiii:  cruelty  of  hia  c«ii<luct,  marks  bia  fiear 

of  hiT  in  flue  lice,  trnd  the  people's  support  of  her  authoritr. 

That  II yrcanun  icfl  her  to  be  "  mifltn.ws  of  all "  very  forcibly 

.proves  the  liigh  esteem  in  which  he  must  have  held  her,  ena 

'  u  that  bequcathment  devolved  on  her  an  offioe  which  it  waa 

inipo^iblc  for  her  sex  to  hold,  that  of  High  Piteat.     We  are 

nt)ier  to  suppose  that  he  left  to  her  judgment,  which  htbad 

&o  doubt  previously  well  proved,  the  cboioe  of  •  atMMMOr  fin 
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that  office  from  atuoopt  his  aoiui,  uid  the  rest  of  tlie  adminw* 
traciou  to  be  retained  by  licr.  H*d  Hhe  been  unRtted  by  iii- 
mffioient  mental  ability,  for  the  retention  of  this  hij^h  aiid 
tespoDflible  ufKce,  Ari^tobulug  need  riot  have  iiroceoiled  to 
wctremitaeu.  Whereas  we  read  her  capabiiity,  infliieiic«,  aud 
authority,  in  the  awful  meaKunM  which  thia  iiiuti«t«r  of 
barbarity  ailojited.  Far  happier  would  it  have  been  for  btr 
to  have  occupied  adomcKtiv  utatjoii  in  Ixntul ;  but  fa«r  story 
is  ft  strong  cunfirmalion  of  all  wc  liavu  advanoed. 

Almd^  ha*!  th«  oDpuHtng  fikctiunit  of  traditionigts  and  aati< 
traditionttts  appeared  in  Jndert.  The  fonnor,  under  thu  uiuDe 
of  the  PltatitMa,  intiated  t)mt  the  ohtorviuici-s  which  they  had 
tuuided  down  tu  the  people,  though  not  written  in  tlte  Law  of 
Afoaa,  wer«  etiualiy  obligatory.  The  hitter,  under  tho  oog- 
amami  of  Siulducuen,  rejected  l.hem  ii»  obligatory,  and  adbcrM 
only  to  the  writUn  Law.  Wu  Only  mention  thia  imuortut 
foot  to  odd  weight  to  our  a^ument,  that  neither  traaitionol 
nor  written  Judauoo  oould  aatlwrisc  tbe  obtaement  of  womuu 
•itJwr  tocially  or  domeatie,  as  wo  shall  find  the  PhariiKcs 
giving  all  their  powerfol  support  to  a  female's  authority, 
which  could  hardly  have  bocn  if  Irndition  forbade  her  to 
MSOBie  iL 

The  deatli  of  AristobutiLt,  who  had  sucoeeded  in  changing 
tlie  government  into  a  kingihun,  left  the  nation  withont  an 
aokuowledged  head.  Antiijonu^  the  next  brother  to  Ari»- 
tobuliis,  had  been  murdered  by  his  ordera,  and  his  three  other 
brothen*  retJuned  in  prison,  One  might  Kupjiose  that  tbe 
nobility  of  the  nation  would  at  onoe  have  proceeded  to  action 
in  the  cknce  of  a  sovereign  ;  but  w  find  a  Kttman  aotjnj;  for 
tboo.  Salome,  the  wife  of  Arixtobulun,  instead  ot  retaiobg 
the  tcftal  dignity  herself,  which  it  in  very  evident  rite  might 
bave  done,  chuiie  the  wi.ier  connte  of  actiug.  We  do  not  read 
of  her  taking  oouuHel  with  any  one ;  but,  entirely  bv  her  own 
will  and  pko-ture.  and  on  her  own  authority,  she  reloaacd  h«r 
husband's  brethren  from  prison,  and  made  Alexander  JanuMU 
king.  Her  individual  power  and  authority  must  undoabtedJy 
hare  bvcn  great,  or  iihe  could  not  have  thus  acted.  Nor  oould 
■he  have  Men  an  ambitious  woman  :  but  we  do  not  hold  her 
forth  as  a  good  or  amiable  character,  ho  little  being  reported 
of  her ;  ana  that  little,  if  we  are  to  believe  the  words  of 
Joeophus,  not  in  her  favour.     Uer  independent  authority  and 
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nndixputed  influence  are  all  ve  need,  u  ertil«oc<« 
freedom  and  equality  of  her  sooial  atate. 

The  reign  of  Alexaiidei  JaniuBUS  lasted  tmtoly^cvea  ytaa, 
nried  hj  fbreijcn  waia  and  domestic  aediUotui,  A  mriu 
▼engMaoe  on  hvt  diMfiected  aubjeota  in  Jemaalcm,  Iiowem; 
proiluoed  peace :  and,  for  tbo  mnaiuder  of  his  roign  big  mm 
rule  reUiaed  tnein  in  subjeoUou.  Hia  foreign  policj  ba4 
been  equally  soooeesful ;  and  many  eoiuruered  ptovinoea  won 
added  to  hia  hereditaiT  noaacsRioiia.  whaa,  howovor,  he  wai 
Bciaed  by  a  mortal  malady,  three  yean  afU-r  liLi  mit^ection  of 
til*  tosurgente,  he  treubled  fi>r  the  fate  of  hia  kiagdooL  A 
turbulent  and  angry  iieoiile,  uid  provinou*  m  nowljr  coo- 
qucTcd.  were  little  likely  to  uibmit  to  Uie  rule  of  womeo  aad 
children.  Tet  Htill  we  do  not  perceive  any  ohaoge  io  bn 
rMolutioii,  founded  on  the  customs  of  his  country,  to  wave  hii 
kingdom  to  liiit  irife. 

luKtead  i>f  taking  oounselt  «e  find  bim  sumiaooiog  hia  wiia 
Alexandra  to  hi«  bcd«de,  ajid  giving  such  advice  as  foreibtr 
manifeatit  her  puwor  to  follow  it.  Bvcn  gmnting  that  he  dn 
cot  <ay  the  exact  woida  whigh  Joeepbus  puu  into  bis  montb, 
yet  the  Hebrew  woman  must  bave  boon  quite  capable  of  on- 
dcrtaking  the  solemn  responsibility,  and  of  acoomnlisbing  aU 
ba  desirod,  or  Joetphns  himsi?If|  woU  acquaintea  with  the 
customs  and  habits  of  the  strict  Jews,  would  not  have  bad  the 
veracity  of  his  narrative  doubted,  by  giving  her  iostnction 
which  a  fettered  position  must  have  entirely  prevented  her 
fn  I  111  ling. 

Pullv  aware  of  the  desolate  and  painful  position  in  which 
she  and  bei  cliitdren  would  be  left  by  the  death  of  her  husband— 
"  She  came  to  him,"  as  Josepbua  says,  "  weemng  and  Umeal* 
ing ;"  but  Alexander  roused  himself  from  tne  eta|;>or  of  hil 
mortal  iUneaa  to  jjive  such  advice  as  would  secure  the  Uagdon 
to  her  nod  tranquillity  to  the  people.  lie  bode  her  oonoaal  hil 
death  from  his  aoldicn,  till  the  forttes  (Itngabah,  near  Jordan}, 
which  he  was  besieging,  had  been  subdued ;  aud  then  to  maRU 
to  Jerusalem  in  triumiih,  place  bis  body  in  the  bands  of  thi 
Pharifiees,  whom  be  had  so  mortally  ofTeuded  during  his  \^ 
io  do  with  as  they  pieced,  and  prumUe  to  conduct  the  aflain 
of  government  under  their  advice  and  approbation.  "  If  thoa 
dost  but  nay  this  to  them,"  Josepbua  makes  him  contiaaSf 
*  I  shall  have  the  honour  of  a  more  glorious  fitneral  from  Ihaa 
thAn  thou  coul'Ut  liave  made  for  me ;  and  when  it  ia  in  thsir 
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power  to  those  my  dead  bodr  tboy  will  do  it  no  injury  at  ill, 
u>d  thou  wilt  rule  in  safety. ' 

And  his  wise  pc/lior  was  followed.     Thnt  he  shoaM  havo 

E'lven  such  to  his  wife  mtut  snpposd  a  perfect  conviction  oo 
is  part  thftt  h(,T  scx  wiiiiM  be  no  mndGT&noo  to  its  porformwico; 
and  thnt  ho  had  pcrft^vt  cootidcnce  in  hor  abilities  for  the  task. 
Surely,  then,  wives  Jn  IgtacI  muA  hive  hold  a  very  distin- 
ffnishca  position  I  We  know  that  no  statute  in  th«  written 
Law  «ziKt«d  to  their  disndvanlAgo  ;  and  we  muHt  be  equally 
sure  that  there  was  none  in  the  traditions,  else  surely  Alex- 
ander would  nut  have  desired  his  wife  to  throw  herself  upon 
the  mercy  of  &  set  of  men  wfao^  if  tradition  contained  a  single 
etatute  oonGning  her  to  an  inferior  and  powerless  positioiL 
renderiDg  her  a  more  nonentity  before  God  and  man.  wonlcl 
have  been  actunlly  ctimpelkd,  from  their  own  guiding  laws,  to 
deprive  her  of  all  authority,  refuse  obedience  to  her  husband's 
bequefit,  and  drive  her  ignominiously  from  her  inherited 
throne.  . 

The  Phariscca  were  strict  orthodox,  unyielding  traditi<miat«, 
anthuoasts,  and  xealot« — often  led  on  to  mistaken  viulence  by 
the  excess  of  their  wal — e.Tpofdng  themselve-f  a  hutidred  time* 
during  the  war  to  iDcrease  of  misery  aiid  t«rture  from  their 
nnshruking  adherence  to  the  micutest  poiat  of  traditional 
laws.  Yet  these  very  men  not  only  permit  a  woman  to  ascend 
the  thione  of  Judea,  hold  the  reins  of  government,  levy  troops, 
have  e(«Dplet6  dominloD  over  her  sona,  who  were  both  of 
gtiffieient  age  to  claim  the  crown  theroBelve«,  but  actually 
defend  her  npon  it.  And,  even  on  her  death-bed,  demand  her 
conniiel,  refuainK  to  decide  tbemselvea  while  she  was  olive, 
however  ill  she  might  be.  The  anti-traditioniBt  may  persist  in 
his  belief  that  the  woman  of  Israel  m  degraded,  and  bring 
forward  detached  sentencee  from  our  venerable  teachers  where- 
with to  prove  it ;  but,  with  the  history  of  the  past  so  viTi<lly 
before  ns,  we  heed  them  not  at  aU. 
Alexandra  appears  fully  to  have  po8*eMed  the  necenaiy 

Sualitica  for  the  cautious  mode  of  prococdit^  which  her 
luband  odTited.  Her  very  first  action  proves  her  capable  of 
hamense  oontrol  and  strong  fortitude,  else  she  could  hardly 
have  preeervcd  the  secret  of  hor  husband's  death,  and  ao 
pushes  forward  the  siege  as  to  succeed  in  oonquering  the 
Rirtreas.  She  must  have  been  well  acquainted  with  the  secret*  ol 
military  command,  of  ictuiniDg  a  tumultaotu  salfiKxi  v&. 
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obedience  :  for  ftll  orders  suppoeed  to  be  sent  hota  tbeir  i , 
kintt  muHt  bare  had  thdr  origin  in  beiaelf  alone.  lUd'ilM 
bn^  advUers,  the  secret  of  Alexander's  death  could  not  bin 
been  preocrved,  and  iu  vprr  fint  rumour  would  mo«t  prtJiUitf 
bare  occ«sioaed  revolt.  The  brief  notice  of  the  himnrieni 
"80  Alexandra,  nhen  sbe  bad  taken  the  fortnM,  elc" 
"  Alexandra  followed  the  mudbcU  of  her  hu&bswd,"  He.  "  Hi* 
widow  Alexandra  immectiateh-  adopted  the  jwlicy,"  etc, — (tivt* 
(Kit  a  weak  idea  of  tiie  painful  and  difficult  poaitioa  in  wlucb 
she  wAJt  placed. 

A  widow  monminc  for  her  bosband  witb  no  oomntoa  xrieC 
for  the  emotionB  of  Eastera  women  can  scarcelr  be  nteaawed 
bf  thme  of  the  North,  yet  not  daring  eith«r  to  erioc*  her 
own  n&tund  sorrow,  or  give  the  dead  its  due  ree]>ect ;  an  aimj 
without  a  head,  depeudeut  entirely  on  beraelf  for  tticir  preaeut 
meaAurea  to  end  in  victory  or  oonfuBion  ;  a  kingdom  Mill 
quTering  and  brawling  in  citU  discord,  ri^  for  Loaurrectian, 
enraged  nith  their  monarch,  yet  standing  in  such  awe  of  Ua 
terriole  severity  that,  as  long  aa  they  believed  bim  slill  Uvia^ 
all  thought  of  active  rebellion  was  paralysed  ;  this  was  00 
enviable  poataon  for  a  feeble  woman,  even  tJimigb  ber  for- 
titude and  talenta  were  adequate  to  the  «m«rseocy.  Did 
tbe  teoret  of  hiii  death  tranRpire  b^»r*  the  coulJ  obtain  the 
ear  of  the  Pharisees,  eJie  knew  that  tJie  flame  of  civil  itimn 
■wa  would  li|{bt  up  fmm  one  end  of  Judea  to  the  otber ;  bihI 
wbo  might  prophecy  tbe  end  ? 

Nobly  die  mu»t  have  averted  thLtenl.  'He  eoldiem  of  Ignul 
were  not  nnncciutomed  to  female  heroism.  Tbc  ehmnidea  of 
tbeir  ancnton  told  them  of  a  Deborali,  of  tbe  female  saviow 
of  the  citizens  of  AbeJ,  <^  Abigail,  of  &tb«r,  and,  in  later 
tints,  of  the  martyr  mother  and  the  noble  wifu  of  Simon ; 
and,  theivfore,  that  a  womiui  should  miiigle  in  tbeir  ranks, 
and  urge  them  on  to  victor)',  was  ti»  mutter  of  aslonishment. 
Tbe  forties  wna  gained,  and  a  triumphant  miueli  bmoglit 
them  to  Jerusalem,  acconipaui«d,  an  they  «till  believed,^^ 
tbeir  dying  king. 

What  then  must  have  been  their  Burpnse,  when  summoD- 
iDg  the  beads  of  the  PhaHiwee,  Akxandni  ootnmitted  into 
ibeir  keeping  tbe  duo*!  body  of  the  king,  and  tbe  eoUiecr 
learned  that  it  wac  no  ooumands  of  a  natrior,  but  •  woman's 
self  who  had  thus  led  them  on  to  victory.  This  action  alone 
would  have  dazzled  tbc  eyes  u(  tlwi  multitude,  ever  eager  fot 
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«xciteiii«iit ;  and  united  u  it  was,  vith  the  popular  nmaura 
of  l)Titi^nK  tlie  Phiuiaees  into  power  and  favour,  and  re-dMa- 
blisliiu|[  the  tr&dilional  fomig  and  practices  which  ha>t  been 
kbolUbed  by  John  Hyrcanus  and  nia  Bonti,  but  which  were 
greatly  endeared  to  tlic  people,  secured  her  their  love  yet 
more.  Her  itivinK  the  body  of  her  hu«buid  to  bis  bitU-rc«C 
«Beau<s  WM  nailed  a«  a  pT<)r>f  that  she  hod  never  tpprovcd  of 
his  eooduct,  and  a  vtry  hrivf  interval  fixed  ber  Moanly  on 
her  throDe;. 

fiot  ibou^fa  great  authority  wu  thus  lodged  in  tliv  hands 
of  thfl  Phanscot,  the  Queen  was  evidently  a  free  agent  in  in- 
dividual administratioD.  She  mode  bur  elder  eon  Uyrcanoa 
high  priest,  as  &  matter  of  course.  Fortunately,  for  th* 
peace  of  the  kingdom,  his  indolent  chanutcr  prevented 
liii<  meddling  with  the  politics  of  the  day ;  high  priefethood 
and  kingdom  owned  the  same  aequipscence  with  the  measures 
of  the  Pharisees :  but,  while  Hywanus  permitted  himself  to 
be  a  patriw  amnt  in  their  hands,  his  more  energetic  and  en- 
terpnsiog  motner  puniued  her  owa  active  and  independent 
COQOe.  InMead  of  sinking  into  a  mere  shadow  of  a  sovereint, 
because  her  domeatic  goverimieut  was  so  circamMribad,  tu 
Dewly  organised  and  inoreaaed  the  power  of  ber  armies  hf 
lerying  tartte  bodie.<)  of  mercenary  troops,  and  striking  t«rror 
into  the  beart»  of  all  the  Hurrouuding  nationa.  Hostages  were 
demanded  and  «ent ;  so  tliat  the  <lepredations  and  petty  wai^ 
fare,  which  hud  no  often  harassed  the  border*  of  Juoea  in  the 
reign  of  Alexiuidcr,  were  cfTectually  pre  vented,  and  the  whole 
4and  was  at  pt^ace.  In  all  thew  foreign  aiTairs,  Alexandi* 
Mted  alone.  The  Pliarisees  were  much  too  busily  vnipU>yed 
in  tht^ir  home  Administnition.  and  in  their  dmirc  to  obtain 
suninmry  vengaanoo  for  all  the  insults  which  tliuir  body  had 
ivce^ived  in  tho  previous  rel^pi.  More  ospooially,  they  demandsd 
iostice  on  those  who  had  assisted  in  the  massacre  of  the  eight 
bundred  men  who  had  fallen  victims  to  the  severe  vengeance 
of  Alexander  four  yeais  previous.  Aristobnlos,  the  Queon's 
«econd  son,  who  had  long  felt  with  secret  indignation  his  ex- 
•dniion  from  all  power,  seized  the  opportunity  to  put  hinucU 
at  the  be*d  of  the  oppressed  party ;  and,  seeking  the  piesenca 
of  the  Queen,  appealed,  not  to  betr  mercy  alone,  bat  to  her 
juMice,  rei)rou<:-l)itig  Ih^r  with  "  ingratituds  in  thus  sbaodoning 
the  faithtiil  ailhr^tents  of  bei  huaband  to  the  Tengeaiwe  o< 
th«ir  eu«u>ia>," 
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It  «u  kdifBcult  pottiUoo  for  tbe  Qacm,  ibas  appnlod 
hf  boUi  paitiat ;  bat  ber  extnordinuT  ngacity  triuisiilt 
«*•■  oftt  this.  Sbe  Mvcd  tbem  bom  tbe  wnth  uf  tltnt 
flOBBUM  hf  pcfmitti&z  t)i«m  to  leave  JtnuiJeoi,  eiirtiUing  tkta 
in  tb«  gBimoiui  of  toe  frontier  cittes,  aod  g»ve  An*tubul«v 
vhon  restl«8B  intrigues  were  likclf  to  endanger  tb«  poM*  «b 
bid  w  labonrod  tn  atuin,  the  command  of  a  Urga  «nB]r, 
DoniuUr  to  tbetk  th«  dc^mdatiou  of  the  peity  prinet  n 
OulciB,  Dot  secretly  to  obtain  poeeeesioa  of  D&iuucua.  At 
prioce  iru  aoocaml  in  ■ccompliahJBg  both  bis  muttwr's  objKt 
and  bb  own.  Damaecos  was  taken  *  and  the  army,  a  venr 
oonsiderable  one,  was  won  over,  and  strongly  united  to  his 
peiwnal  intereeta. 

Alexandra  rdgn«d  nine  years,  a  breathing-timu  of  peace  fur 
her  distracted  country,  which  only  wailed  for  her  death  to 
plnnm  sgain  into  all  the  miaeriea  of  civil  discord,  tbe  mm 
of  which  wan  comnlcto  subjection  to  the  ^o«er  of  Somo.  Ths 
adrioc  of  Atexamia-  regarding  the  Plumsec*  certainly  aidod 
domestic  peooe  which  lasted  during  tint  govcrnmetit  of  Ui 
wife ;  bat  a  less  enlightened,  less  onergetic  sovereign,  coqU 
not  hare  so  triunphed  over  the  difficulties  of  the  aiw.  That 
is  no  little  wisdom  in  knowing  when  and  huw  to  submit  wbea 
BuboniaaoD  is  required,  and  yet  in  so  retaining  iadividail 
dignity  and  self  reepect,  that  the  station  we  occupy  may  oco- 
tiuue  itA  proper  elevation  in  the  mind^  of  couuoii  men,  who 
so  often  pay  to  rtate  the  homage  they  refuse  to  wwtL 
Alexfttidra  was  more  truly  beloved  and  venerated  by  tbs 
multitiide,  than  any  of  the  sovereigna  who  preceded,  or  nu- 
oecdcil  her  ;  and  this  would  not  have  been  liad  she  eucouubcd 
to  the  power  of  any  partv.  Slie  allowed  the  political  adminis- 
tntion  to  be  cairictl  on  by  the  EsvQurttet  of  the  people  ;  bat 
she  was  no  idle  cvplwt  in  tlieir  hands.  Slic  kept  peace  between 
the  advene  baniu  by  a  measure  which  do  weiik  or  fearful  db- 
position  could  have  counselled.  She  guarded  her  kingdom 
trom  all  tonaga  aggressigns ;  and  her  people,  both  in  ktf 
capital  and  in  the  provincet^  were  promeroos  and  hapjiy. 
Kren  the  turbulent  and  ambitions  spirit  of  her  younger  mjo, 
did  not  dare  display  itself  during  the  government  of  lui 
mother  ;  tliougb,  the  veir  hour  that  the  dangerous  nature  (4 
lier  illnva*  was  rumoured,  he  stole  away  from  Jerusalem,  unkonaa 
*  Awocding  to  Uilnuui.  Jonpliu*  tty  h*  did  aoUiiu  ooBtUanblr  It 
DaniMoiu ;  but.  Erom  tha  iuiia,  wa  inolinu  towanli  tlia  opioiou  «!  ILIiui^ 
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&U  fiATfl  Ilis  wife,  to  risit  nlUtniatcly  tho  fortresses  of  1ii« 
frieoib,  and  so  E«curc  tlii-ir  subjeclimi  aad  allefpADoe  to  hiiDscl£ 

111,  and  suffering  from  n  mortal  disease,  tbie  flight  of  Amto- 
buliu  at  Gnt  occastoned  the  t|u«ei)  littl«  UDeasuwea;  but  when 
mauy  meneitgeiB  cune  with  the  tidings  that  fortrt^  after 
fortTMSi  bod  submitted  to  the  prince,  aud  he  was,  in  Tact,  lord 
of  altooat  alt  the  stroDKholda  of  the  couDtry,  bis  de^f;ii  became 
apparent  both  to  the  (|ueen  and  to  the  Datioo.  Tiie  bitter,  or, 
m«n  properly  t^akintj,  the  immediate  follovets  of  the  I'hiiri.satc 
administration,  ir«re  Htruck  with  oonstemation.  fcarirj);  the 
vengeanoe  of  Ariatobulua  for  the  intiulta  oflTerea  both  to  his 
followers  aud  house.     From   a  careful  cousideratiun   of  tlie 

aUQCD's  oondiict,  and  reply  to  the  nobles  and  Hyrcanus,  wben 
ley  snii^ht  her  on  lu-r  death-bed,  and  demanded  bor  final 
coiiuiiel,  it  nppt-an  to  p«  that  her  own  affections  and  wishes 
aided  with  hor  younger  son.  She  must  have  intimately  knowQ 
the  charnot4T  of  both.  Her  own  experience  had  taught  her 
that  energy,  finnness.  activity,  were  all  imperatively  needed  to 
aecnre  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  kingdom,  iiiid  to  preserve 
tiie  popular  party  at  its  proper  distance  from  the  throne.  In 
these  qualities  sheniu^t  hnvo  long  known  llyratnns  was  greatly 
deficient.  His  extreme  iuertneis  bad  been  of  little  importance 
when  merely  High  Priest;  but  would  subject  both  himself  and 
hia  people  to  tbe  dominion  of  a  party  the  moment  he  ascended 
tbe  throne.  Yet  he  was  the  elder,  and  wag  rightful  heir. 
AiUtofaalus,  it  is  true,  had  all  the  qualities  neceB.4ary  for  a 
monanli  of  Ju<liea  at  that  period  ;  but  he  was  not  the  heir 
according  to  seniority,  and  be  was  the  known  enemy  to  that 
party  whose  influence  with  thti  factious  multitude  had  so  long 
aided  in  ptwerving  peace.  Tu  nominate  AriKtobuhis  wiui 
to  wrong  her  first-born,  and  plunge  tbe  king  into  civil  dis- 
cord wit)]  her  dying  breath.  To  nominate  Hyrcauus,  was  to 
behold  the  same  eviU,  only  at  a  gR>ator  distance  ;  and  in  snch 
a  painful  position,  alike  at  a  mother  and  a  sovereign,  her 
answer  to  the  nobles  was  a  wise  one.  They  had  demanded  her 
eoonedaalo  the  present  posture  of  alfnirs:  "forthal.inefi'cct, 
Anstohnlus  was  lord  of  almost  all  the  kingdom,  and  that  it 
ms  useless  and  absurd  for  them  to  take  counsel  by  themselves 
while  she  wos  yet  alive,  how  ill  soever  she  might  be  ;"  words 
•owewhat  cunvinciug  how  completely  Alexandra  had  contrived 
t4>  retain  her  own  authority.  Here  are  the  elders  of  tbe  Datioii, 
Krey  in  years  and  wisdom,  acknowledging  aud  obvgvuiL 
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botli  Mriptnra]  uid  bwtitioDal  \hws,  cominc  to  •  vcaikiH 
»uBian,  and denundittxher Goonse)  H  t&ciraale s«d«M 

Jefmu  eniergeocy.  Wbat  would  thia  more  Kga)£i| 
pmitinti  ud  menUl  edaeation  of  tbe  Hebmr  ■nta! 
But  witb  dentil  aad  eUtrnitT  w  near,  what  had  tbe  Qaeea 
of  JudiH  further  to  do  with  life  and  ttmcT  Bow  eouM  th» 
Jiother'fl  heart,  lingtrine  with  both  her  miu,  wrong  one  at  tlta 
Sta^cnM  of  tbe  other  ?  now  could  the  amiable  atid  peao^4otiH 
florenigD  Mud  furtli  from  her  death>bed  luoh  d«enws  aa  wmH 
wriof  t«an  of  blood  ?  Yet,  how  appear  betan  her  Malur  it 
i8t  words  bft'ntlwd  rach  advioe  M  bir  heart  deniwl  T  H 
Dot  be,  and  tlit-nifore  "  ahe  bade  tiHni  do  what  the; 
^bt  proper  to  be  doue — for  Htvy  had  aaity  cireomataaM 
u  tit^ir  favoor ;  a  natioa  in  good  heart,  an  annr,  aai 
in  th:ir  seTeral  treasuiea.  For  hetaelf,  ahn  bad  ■ul 
fioooera  aUuut  public  affiirs  now.  wbea  the  stren^^  of  niad 
and  t>odv  had  uresdy  ^ed."  Snroljr  these  went  notthadjng 
words  of  either  an  ambitions,  or  an  intrigoing  woman,  bol 
~^~  iply  of  one  glad  to  lay  down  tbe  toils  and  cares  of  kotwa- 
~t,  and  eeek  that  immortal  peace  and  bleoMdneea,  wiudi,  m 
of  Israel,  she  knew  await«d  her  abore.  She  died  soon 
at  tbe  age  of  seventjr-three.  She  must,  therafot^ 
been  sixty-four  when  slie  first  ascended  the  thnne,  ss 
ago  which  ought  to  inorvaw  our  admiration  of  the  conngeud 
anergy  wbieli  she  then  di.i|ilaywl.  Wc  oan  ima^'inc  a  yoong 
woman,  or  one  even  in  the  prime  of  life,  nerriug  benetf  ttt 
tach  a  difRciilt  tnnk  as  the  concealing  a  hnsbttnd'a  death,  and 
oarryinK  «ii  a  military  eutorprise  with  such  skit!  that  cooqMM 
folluwnl,  but  to  a  woman  of  sizty-four,  fmni  whom  all  Al 
low,  tbe  romanco  of  life,  we  imagine,  haa  faded,  tbe  task  mnl 
m  been  more  difficult  gtili. 
It  prwvca  that  her  youth  had  been  one  of  energy,  intellect 
and  nctivo  UBefulness,  or  age  could  not  thus  have  diioIayM 
tlivm.  Thut  she  had  been  accuatomed  to  receive  the  COtudttiM 
as  vcW  lis  the  aficclinn  of  her  husband  ;  that  he  had  angonistwi 
her  in  his  civil  and  military  government  by  mntiding  in  her 
bosom  ali  hia  designs,  else  it  would  have  t^en  impcasiUefar 
her  at  tlio  age  of  etxty-four  to  olaiui  and  to  n;tain  monaithkal 
power.  Tiie  jpGo])te  must  have  known  luid  loved  faer  aa  a  wife 
m  Idrael,  or,  m  her  unprotected  widowhood,  they  wouM  never 
have  accepted  her  aa  llieir  queen.  Her  sons  muat  hare  bow 
taught  her  superiority  in  rank  tu  tlieuuclvea;  boon  aocutomtd 
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^wn  bojiiood  to  legHil  bar,  if  ahe  ftunived,  aa  the  BixiceaBot  to 
Ikrir  fisher  Won  tiMnuelTest  or  they  would  huve  Au,\>uiei 
her  authoritjr ;  tb«  lav  and  tradidoos  must  both  bare  per> 
uitt«d  tilt  sovereif;!)  povcr  to  re^t  in  the  banda  of  a  feioaU,  or 
all  larael  would  hare  rU«n  up  agaiuBt  it 

We  are  not  now  condderiiig  tbe  subject  in  ite  political 
bearing  aa  to  whether  such  a  BjiAem  of  mnnarehical  wcceasioa  < 
beawiaeoneoT  not;  but  simply  in  a  Dational  view,  aaitmarkii 
the  eoiiditioD  of  woman  in  Israel,  even  at  a  period  when  national  { 
nn  and  civil  bloodshed  were  dc»ecratin{{  tde  I  Inlr  Land  of  tbo  I 
Eternal,  and  the  pure  beautiful  gptrit  of  HiH  l^tuly  Law,  waci 
concealed  beneath  the  tempest  clouds  of  bwotry  and  supet^ 
stitioD  on  the  one  side,  and  of  laxity  and  indifierenu  on  the 
otlier ;  yet  still,  through  the  infinite  meroy  of  Qod,  ahiDing 
forth  upon  some  futhftil  beairU  in  tbe  lanlcs  of  both. 

Tli«  Rimming  u^  »f  Alexandra**  ohamcter  and  adminiitn- 
tion  by  Jotepbus,  is  one  of  tbe  most  extraordinaiy  spodmcu 
«f  hiatorioal  oontradictiou  man  «T«r  oompilud  ;  wc  subjoin  it 
■bk  a  notfl  for  tbe  perusal  of  our  rendtn,  nssiiriiig  thcin  thiit  if 
tblf  eui  come  to  a  tatisfactotr  condusioa  m  to  it«  rvai  mean' 
iag,  m  shall  fc«l  really  obli^  to  tbom,  if  they  will  impnrt  it 
Jbr  o«r  especial  benefit.*  Mvnnwhile,  we  will  mice  ie«vc,  very 
hanbly,  to  differ  from  tbu  rcven-nd  historiau,  and  regard  her 
teJgn  and  character  in  a  light  which  strikes  us,  aa  aaing  tbt 
most  justice  to  ite  mi^ect.  In  the  lint  placc^  Joatphaa  talks 
of  her  "  amlntion  of  gprcming,"  her  obtaining  tho  crown 
through  hamrds  and  miNOrtunes,  and  all  out  of  a  dmire  whiolt 
does  not  belong  to  a  woman  ;  and  wc  can  discorer  nothing  cf 

*  "  A  voinui  (hn  mt,  «h»  *b«w*d  no  ■isn*  of  tbs  wm kncM  of  bar  miL 
tgiriha  vu  ngwiaua  lo  Uin  gitabiii  (tcgrm  in  hcrunliltlan  of  foranitDf. 
Bo  far,  leaving  out  ainbtUon,  h«  it  DDtrrat.  but  liera  foUowa  ft  (n>iHl  tnoorD> 
fmbcnrible  Hnlenoa  :  "  Sba  ilsmonitrBi*')  Yf  hvr  iloinjn  at  oocr,  ilul  liar 
alnd  wna  (It  br  ftction  ;  and  that  xmintjinn  nirn  tbnntviv**  dhow  tLs  titUa 
fladanlandiiig  tluy  bave.  bir  tlir  frcqiitnl  mintakca  tbej  maka  in  formi  tt 
MTammaiit ;  tor  iie  alwijt  prefcrrnl  Ibo  praatnit  to  fulnriljr,  add  prafonwd 
Uia  p'liHvT  of  Ml  iiiificriuu*  dominion  of  all  Ihinga ;  and  in  oompanaOD  of 
that,  but  no  i«|[iir(l  to  wlutt  wm  good,  or  whnt  tu  right  HowcTcf,  aha 
bronebt  tba  >tliitn  of  liar  hnuaa  to  atiob  an  UDfoiInnaie  oondLlion,  that  aha 
»a  the  oooMion  of  Ih<i  laliinic  away  Ibat  auilioriti^  Trom  II  :  and  thnl  in  do 
Imw  IhnD  utteraard,  wliich  (lia  bail  abtainad  by  a  lait  number  of  basuib 
MMTBltlbrtaaca.  fWbat  veni  thaj  I  Her  bualnnd'a  Willi)  AndthiaoU 
••f  a4«air«  wblcb  <)o«  not  belonff  to  wuinan.  and  aJI  br  btr  MmpUanea 
villi  Umn  wbu  ban  ill-<riU  lo  bor  family,  anil  bjr  laarlnff  IJia  ailmlolatratloa 
4Hlitalai>raptot>ariup|)ort  nfgrvBlRiM);  ana  hidecd,  bar  loanaf^BMi 
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tbe  kind.  She  caoe  to  licr  hosbcuid  wscpinc  and  buBnttng 
the  desolation  which  would  bo  here  on  his  deaitfi.  Sanlj  if  m 
had  aiubitloa  («  doaie  which  tie  qnite  agree  with  Jottphu 
does  not  betong  to  a  wonum),  then  was  tbe  time  to  diiplwit 
And  urge  her  busbaod  to  take  meunres  for  her  miiiiiiiiini 
She  w&e  not  the  first  vife  to  whom  tbe  crown  had  ben  Mt, 
though  the  only  one  permitted  to  reigo  ;  but  thnt  then  wmi 
precedent  in  the  annatfi  of  her  countrjr,  permitted  her  aanlf 
to  TCfjard  her  right  to  the  throne  merely  u  amitttcr  of  eoiirat. 
Then,  a^n,  the  "  hazards  and  misfortunes,"  whioh  he  telli  n 
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or  occaAioiuiig  a  diiseuting  murmur.  We  can  discover  no  tnet 
whatercr  of  Iter  neglecting  the  "right"  and  "gimd"  toinatHi 
ade^iotio  power;  and  we  rather  tAink  Joevphus  bimodf  wmM 
find  it  difEcult  t«  pro*e  it  from  Mr  own  account  of  her.  Htt 
preferring  present  peace  and  prwrierity,  and  Decking  to  ceofim 

^  such  bleasiugs  to  her  poriple,  Mirely  cannot  be  deemed  a  bttlt: 
and  how  the  miseries  tbut  folIi^wM  her  death  can  be  impatea 
to  her,  at  the  hlHtoriiin  «o  sapienUy  »eek8  to  prove,  puMaev 
poor  a>miin-UctiKion.     Let  tt«  «uppo«e  a  moment  that  sb*  W 

[  'Bot  aaooeeded  hur  husband,  and  tlio  crown  had  deMeodad,  m 
in  the  right  line  of  Kuoce«sion  it  must,  to  Hyrcanua,  Alenaikl'i 

1 4d«r  son.     Whnt  would  htivc  followed  t  exnctly  tJie  same  rnk 

'  u  took  place  after  Alcxaudra's  death  ;  the  quarreU  of  lb* 
brothers,  each  supported  by  apowerful  part^,  and  final  ffpi 
and  subjection  to  Rome.  The  national  ains  and  dtpattut 
from  the  Elornal,  by  amalgamation  with  foreign  powen,  «tn 
rapidly  advancing.  Israel  was  hurrving  forward  his  own  featftl 
destiny  in  exact  accordance  with  the  prophecies  of  God.  H* 
was  not  only  sinning  against  God  ains  by  which  no  one  wm 
injured  but  himself;  but  darkly,  fearfully,  terribly  sgaimC 
bis  brother  man.  The  sins  of  Aristobulus  the  Kirat,  aguHt 
Ilia  mother  and  brother,  were,  unhappily,  neither  witboat  prfr 
cedent  nor  renetition.  They  were  but  the  preface  to  otaen 
quite  aa  horrible  and  more  extended.     The  nation  wae  rapidly 

during  ber  ulmliilaUmtlon,  wblla  fat  >liT«^  wm  neb  n  SUad  iIm  pifaM 
afUr  bM  dtilh  whh  aliuniii<<ii  *ad  diiMrbawoM.  Itvmtmt;  •\ntg\  itwW 
t«M  A(r  mana>r  vf  ij,^rrnin,j,  tht  yrmrrtd  A*  mmtiom  M  ptau,"  H««t«» 
baMdinwjr  bow  ih*  (loiilil,  if  to  m«ij  crnin  of  c4arMtor  '^  i 
Nald  b*  Itid  to  bar  ohftrga  I— iiaa  JoMphni,  *ol.  \i,  p.  S7S, 
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appnoachtng  that  fvAiful  Ktnt«  pictured  by  tlie  prophet  wbdfci 
the  Lonl  Imdo  liiu  "  Make  tliu  h«Art  of  tlu«  people  fat,  and 
ouhlu  their  core  heavy,  {lihI  «lmt  tlieir  oycs,  Icjst  they  ae«  with 
tbirir  vyutt,  lietr  vitn  thc^ir  am,  Mid  undcnitand  with  their 
hearts,  and  cunrcrl,  »nd  bv  hualcd  ;"  mcuiiiiig,  that  the  sins  of 
the  people  were  tmdi,  that  they  had  turned  awny  the  mercy  of 
God  from  thuiD;  and,  rcfutting  to  bestow  on  them  the  softening 
I'liirit  of  repentance  and  ami-odment,  because  they  neither 
pfwed  for  nor  sought  it,  he  left  them  to  their  own  impenitent 
UM  aiDfal  ioclinatioiiG  ;  and,  in  coDsoqucnce,  they  hurried  on 
(heir  own  •vfnl  destiiiy— the  deetniction  of  their  Temple  and 
city,  the  desoUtioQ  of  their  land,  and  their  dispenion  over  the 
WMU  world.     Aud  thU  fearful  state  of  things  had  already 
OOBtmenced.     The  reign   of  Alexandra,  instead  of   her  maf- 
adminiatratioD  causing  the  "  calamities  and  disturbance  " 
which  Joaephus  so  unjustiv  acciifiee  her,  actually  aittrtucl  th*' 
tempcat  for  Dine  years.     The  Bible  gives  us  more  than  one  tn< 
ttatm  of  the  judgment  of  the  Lord  being  tamed  aude  for  ft 
certain  period,  even  though  it  may  not  eventually  be  averteiLl 
The  reign  of  Alexandra  appears  to  as  one  of  these  breathing 
timea ;  obtained  History  tells  ua  not  how  ;  but  reasoning,  at 
the  earnest  study  of  God's  Holy  Word  would  bid  us  reason) 
it  wail  j)ermttt«d  tlirough  His  infinite  mercy,  from  the  interoe 
noa  ol  tlKKW  few  noble  and  trusting  hearts  atill  faithful  <  . 
Biiiwelf.      Huw  know  we  that  Alexandra  herself  might  notj 
bare  been  one  of  thc^e?    The  scanty  and  contradictory  reoords 
of  the  time  will  nut  jwrmit  our  upholdinK  such  an  idea  m 
proven  truth;  but  it  is  niore  accordant  with  the  history  of  herj 
ajministrntion   and  it«  i.sHu&  than  the  ohar^e  of  Jose])huti| 
"that  the  rnixmcs  whi«h  fotlowcd  were  attributable  to  hei;| 
Where  were  the  great  men  whose  assistance,  we  are  to  suppoMI 
from  Jowphua,  she  n(nlect«d  ?    In  placing  piu^  of  the  itom«  \ 
aduiiatstration  in  the  hands  of  tho«  who  hail  l)ornc  ill-witi  to 
her  family,  wc  can  simuly  trace  the  loving  obedience  of  n  futh- 
fdl  irife  to  her  husband's  dyiiw  counsel ;  and  her  own  anxiooa 
desire  to  Kocuro  the  wclfnre  of  her  people,  even  by  the  sacnfioe 
of  her  prejudices.  Surely  such  a  counc  of  acting  it;  the  wiwlotii 
of  a  sovereign.     The  conquest  of  our  own  prejudices,  the  aoU 
iog  exaetiv  contrary  to  one's  own  will,  is  not  less  difEoult  for  a 
oooarch  tnan  for  ourselves ;  nor  less  meritorious  when  aohievcd. 
Why  then  refuse  her  the  admiration  which,  in  this  instance,  ia 
certainly  her  due !    Yet,  with  all  this  unjust  oensnre,  ud 
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of  tKia;;:^  which   trill  bo,  hum&n  nad  divine.      Qat  dcMii.  _ 
imagination  of  thcee  glorious  guardiaos — KeJi([ioQ,  lowleet' 
B«HOD,  and  Truth— &ud  then,  indeed,  exoreiae  it  u  yoa  voda 
a  fiend  I 

Kow,  though  history  tella  us  pothing  of  AlexAodn't  domo^ 
chamcter,  the  exercise  of  Reason  and  Imn^natioD  may  EiQ  vf 
the  Tuaum,  and  cive  uh  the  information  that  we  need.  Ltt 
it  he  remcmbend,  ahe  waa  nxty-four  <irh«D  called  npon  Is 
occupT  ft  pQblie  station.  Would  her  tons  have  rabmitted  to 
her  aathority,  ereo  if  the  ouctons  of  tli«  country  anthoriMd 
her  meevaava,  oalen  MCuMoned  to  that  revereoce  and 
obedieooe,  which  if  rondered  to  and  dcwrrcd  by  a  mother  ia 
IsraaL  u  the  law  of  Qod  eommanded,  might  cakily  be  traio- 
fecfed  from  a  motlicr  to  a  mrerci^  ?  Joeephus  puts  words  in 
the  mouth  of  Aristobulus  which,  as  thejr  are  in  aireot  ooati»> 
diction  to  the  will  of  his  fat)icr,  we  do  not  beliere  be  ever  laii: 
or,  if  he  did,  it  is  proved  the^  were  the  mere  impolM  a 
momentary  fiassion,  hf  their  harinz  no  effect  in  turnii^  ena 
his  own  party  &om  their  allegienoe.  Hod  it  been  mere  ainla* 
tion  which  placed  his  mother  on  the  throne,  as  he  dared  to 
eharj^  her,  nis  was  not  the  epirit  to  hare  submitted  quietly. 
No  ;  in  the  very  iiaittpODement  of  his  reetlees  intrigues  tiU  ha 
dcatb,  we  r«ad  wliat  ])ower  ahe  must  have  exeroisea  over  hii^ 
both  as  hia  mother  and  his  aovereign. 

As  there  is  no  mention  of  Alexandra  during  the  lifetino  tt 
her  husbuid,  the  qualities  she  afterwards  displayed  must  all 
have  been  ohorished,  ouUivated,  exerdsod  tn  her  dommli$ 
tphart;  andin thcrati>cctivedntieaoftff{Aandnto<A«r.  1\>tlH 
WOMEN  in  Israel  wnn  always  eiitni«t«d  the  nleoui  recponsibili^ 
of  the  education  of  ubn.  Wc  have  abesdy  ezpraMcd  our  own 
oouvictioD  that  mothers  were  associated  with  the  fathers  in  tibs 
religious  instruction  of  dieir  son^,  and  innaroerable  precept 
in  the  valuable  writings  of  our  venerable  ^therStf  CODUB 
this  $o  strongly  that  no  double  can  be  eotertainM  of  thcb 
individusJ  aud  enciat  capabilities  for  the  ta^k  ;  or  of  the 
coiidderation  and  reverence  in  which,  as  tlie  aocomptiahev 
of  Ruch  a  miasioQ,  they  inuit  have  beeo  legarded  by  their 
countrymen.  Again  we  repeat,  we  are  no  longer  wntiog  ot 
*  JoMpbiu'  Hiilor.  Antiq.,  book  liiL  ehap.  li. 

t  For  thli  uid  oxhet  Ktluiioni  hsnccforlb  to  tfa*  lUmadia  wriHim  Ibi 
aatlior  1«  ItiUcliMd  m  iha  taIuiIiIc  uiJ  tiapuuj  InfofButioD  of  r 
wall  ICDown  bj  iha  l&IUali  T.  T. 
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BibU  titaea ;  but  of  JiidaUin  ueannFt  the  advent  of  Chritttianity 
—that  very  epoch  when  it  in  stated,  that  Judubm  hiwl  «o 
ftllen  from  the  iiiHtitution  of  the  Eternal,  that  it  VM  to 
pnis  kw»y  fmoi  Earth  ami  a^ire  {jlace  to  a  new  and  rvfonDiD^ 
cn-rd.  tTtth  rturnrd  to  wouiaii'*  poition,  «r«  ate  this  ohVg*  w 
wholly  false,  'ine  writcre  of  llie  Tulmiid  wrote  of  womui, 
her  solemn  mission,  dntirK,  and  riciipont(ibilitic»  oa  the  Law  of 
God  comntandcd,  and  at  thry  witncwcd.  And  how  could  the 
edocatioD  of  the  men  of  li^nu.-!  hn,v^  been  intrustod  to  her, 
bad  she  not  been  univorsatl^',  and  fri>m  the  very  first,  recoe- 
nised  as  mentally  and  spinta&Ily  on  a  perfect  equality  witD 
mat)  ? 

Having  recMved  their  education,  not  only  aa  boys,  bot  in 
early  mauhood,  from  their  mother,  it  waa  far  more  natural  that 
H}Tcanu3  and  Aristobulus  should  quietly  yield  alle^ance  to 
b«r  aa  their  »}vereign,  than,  by  demanding  the  regal  authority 
dnrinj;  her  life-time,  sink  her  to  a  lower  grade,  and  compel  her 
submission  to  themselves  Theexquisit«  beauty  of  thelawsof 
Isne).  guiding  the  conduct  of  childnm  to  their  parents,  would 
have  Deen  insulted  by  such  jiroceedingR.  We  can  scarcely  fail 
to  be  struck  by  their  pr»£tic)il  ilhutration  of  the  kw  in  tti« 
very  outtoma  of  the  country,  that  the  wife  of  a  deceattd 
•nvereigD  should  reign  before  his  sonK  If  ahe  could  educate 
them  for  the  dutictt  of  a  Aovereign,  ahe  waa  certainly  ca]iab1o 
of  governing  in  her  own  ))er«on  ;  and  thia,  then,  reveals  the 
secret  of  her  wise  ulmtniRtration.  Whether  or  not  a  wife 
■bould  outlive  her  husband,  could  nnW  be  known  to  God,  The 
minds  of  the  daughters  and  wives  of  royalty  could  -  never  b« 
cultivated  only  in  the  expectation  of  succeeding  to  tlw  tlirone. 
Ifo  «uch  ambition  coulil  have  tarnished  the  lustre  of  the 
studies  they  pumucd,  or  (he  acquirements  they  attained.  They 
itadicd,  thought,  practised,  that  example  as  well  as  precept 
might  aid  them  in  their  glorious  task.     Nut  for  their  own 

K ritual  and  temporal  aggrandisement,  but  for  their  sons.  In 
•el  it  was  not  enough  for  mothers  «imp1y  to  dve  birth  to 
men  :  it  was  th«irfi  to  train  and  create  them  I  llow  different, 
bow  gloriously  suoerior  to  the  system  of  a  contemporary 
nation,*  where  the  Doy  was  taken  from  his  mother's  arms  at 
tiie  tender  age  of  seven,  and  deemed  effeminate  and  weak  if 
he  ever  songnt  her  company  again  I 
Uinds  accustomed  to  such  exercise  (for  the  education  of 
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mm  flOoU  be  no  Ikfat  uid  met^f  (emimxte  taakV  %m  rf 
eocme  cxptUe  cf  ioiUvidiul  mtm  and  exertiMi  wttta  nlU 
span  to  ttakt  aaeli  qoalitke  maatteet.  Alexuidn  had  «xerted 
metgf  too  Img  and  aoUjr  ia  bar  domestic  and  aausml  dntM 
during  her  jtrnth,  for  it  to  desart  her  in  her  a^e.  TVtv  tci 
no  need  for  pnpustiontoperfenBtbeiMNiarchtcmldotice;  for, 
to  pKButng  her  aooa  for  sadi  deetinr,  she  had  pnpaiMl  ba- 
adf  Thatber  sons  did  not  rsfleet  back  bar  noUs  qualities 
«im1  £uled  alike  in  the  tmambitiooa  patriotioai  and  aude^  (m 
her  i>«ople'a  liai^nea;  which  »he  m  eartMeUj|  diaplsrod,  ccBiMt 
and  niaj  not  be  traced  to  a  defect  in  edneatioiL.  Very  aeldoB 
is  il  that  a  mother's  anxious  vork  is  so  reranted  that  h«r  ana 
art;  fxactlr  what  she  has  mayed  aad  striven  that  tbcy  shoiU 
be.  It  ia  not  the  &nlt  of  the  trainer  bnt  of  the  trained ;  the 
aMain|>tion  of  individoal  ehancter,  the  budding  forth  tk  b- 
diridnal  sin,  which  not  the  tcoderest,  the  most  caretfijl  edee^ 
tioii  cnti  ever  entirely  dt^petse.  It  will  do  mneb,  tctv  mucli; 
acd  thutigh  it  mav  not  expect  always  to  be  twuded  upoa 
earth,  it  u  nerer  vbollj  oselett.  How  know  we  what  the  aril 
night  have  b«en>  had  we  not  songht  at  IcMt  in  part  to  mtbdue 
itt  The  character  of  Hyrcanna  and  Aristohuhis  miftht  hsn 
been  rvry  liifTenint  had  tney  tired  in  other  times ;  but,  in  a 
period  of  Ktich  terrible  social  iniquity,  the  Ibrbcaraac^  pradisBd 
ny  Aristobulua  alike  tovarii«  hiR  mother  and  brother  in  het 
Iifo-timc,  is  suflicient  oonlirn)»ti<>H  that.  )iowcver  she  mar  hare 
failed  in  making  tbem  all  she  wished  for  tltcir  eountry,  eoe  had 
at  least  impnased  then  with  Uie  stroogeet  reTerooe  and 
submiasion  towards  h^itif.  In  hnpmer  times  the  character  of 
both  brothers  mtiiht  have  «h«ae  forth  with  nntartiiahed  Ivstn; 
as  it  was,  ther  mingled  with  and  wen?  lu«t  in  the  ft-arfiil  voitei 
of  the  age.  The  nation  was  hastening  on  ite  own  lUiniliiUtiuiii, 
and  their  unfortunate  dispute^  and  its  oooeeqnent  reference  to 
Pnmpev,  hurried  on  the  end. 

We  bare  lingered  on  the  character  of  Alexaodrs,  becaoMit 
is  a  most  im)>i>rtont  one,  as  conooms  us  Dationally  :  altlm^ 
periiAps,  as  women  in  general,  we  may  derire  less  lastmetMB 
from  it  than  from  others.  The  characters  of  history,  hov- 
erer.  cannot  be  to  us  like  characters  of  the  Bible.  We  are 
BO  Innger  perusing  inspir«d  records,  where  example  aa  well  v 
prccf))l  c(in  breathe  the  voice  of  God.  Our  aim  now  can  be 
only  a  national  one.  To  throw  together  every  notice  of  the 
Hebrew   women  our  history   will  preuent,  wliicli  will  pnrn 
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their  social  ami  domestic  positions,  tlicir  in<-ntal  capa1>Uiti«s, 
tli«ir  renionsibtlities  :  till  which  will  coDTince  us  that  uicieoi 
ftnd  moderu  Judaism  is  the  s&mo.  There  is  not  th«  dii-iaion 
whioh  the  caviller  or  the  ignorant  have  raised  up  between 
them.  Let  us  not  then  be  charged  with  a  change  in  our  style 
■nd  (lubjeot  if  the  present  notices  read  more  like  historical 
memoirs  than  the  home-apeaking  esaays  of  the  charactera  of  | 
Berinture.  We  leave  ti>  our  Seventn  uwl  Last  period  tht' 
eoooiusions  to  which  the  history  of  our  Sixth  will  lead  n^— 
tfat  moral  and  religiooa  leuon  which,  even  from  History  and 
ita  impcrftctty  aketohed  peTsonages,  may  atill  be  leaned. 
Even  aid  it  give  uh  no  other  mention  of  woman  thao  the 
wife  of  JaDDttuN,  wo  shmihl  ptDsew  enough  to  aatisfy  as,  thtf 
ire  iMwd  DO  otitur  than  our  own  religion  for  our  earthly 
VUuo  aod  our  Bpiritual  hope. 
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Tub  Idumnian  dynnaty  mis  on  the  ascendant,  the  Asmoneean 
CO  the  decline  ;  yet  the  people  still  turned  to  the  remaliUDg 
scioits  of  their  nativo  princes,  with  such  constancy  and  aflfecy 
tion,  that  Herod,  though  politically  triumphaot,  felt  that  Ui 
claim  to  Judea  woula  not  be  recognised  by  the  multitude, 
,  iiiitese  be  associated  with  him,  one  whose  pure  Asmotueaa 
blood,  enhanced  by  her  engaging  youth  and  extraordmary 
beauty,  vould  win  for  him  yet  more  strongty  than  his  own 
|Kiwer,  the  sutTragee  of  tlie  whole  people  of  Judea. 

In  the  person  of  the  hajilesa  Manamne  was  represented,  not 
the  Aamoniean  line  alone,  but  the  claims  of  both  brotlieis, 
Byrcannx  and  AriMtabulufi.  Alexander,  the  aon  of  the  latter, 
narrted  Alexandra,  the  daughter  of  the  former ;  and  tbcir 
ohildreii,  in  consequence,  inherited  the  claims  and  rights  d 
both.  But  thin  was  no  longer  tlie  age  for  legal  sucoeenon,  or 
tbe  reoognitioo  of  native  sovereigns.  The  jwople,  indeed, 
■till  clung  to  the  laws  and  pr^udioM  of  their  futlwn :  and 
gt4ll  lovM  the  deseendanta  oi  those  valiant  men  who  bad  onoe 
■aved  them  from  oppr(«8ioii— but  Judea  was  no  longer  ■ 
kiufdom — the  Jews  no  longer  a  people.  The  divisions  between 
broUicr  and  brother  bad  opened  a  path  to  the  all-conqucrine 

kitomang,    Tbe  line  of  David,  in  whom  alon«  XV«  '^<nx^u& 
ppa 
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moBtroltj  could  be  nstored,  had  long  anet  pusod  Mray : 

b  tbia  period  of  Jewish  butory,  oetween  the  retnni  I    

Babylon  and  the  final  cafitivity,  ve  eta  bat  trace  Uie  gndna] 

Bl  ccrtAin  adrancvment  in  naUonal  iiiiquit}',  pit)]^ciii«d  iif 
OMa  and  tvetf  other  ulterior  prophet ;  nhejt,  n(>t«ith- 
■tanding  the  faithful  obedience,  tpirituality,  and  love  of 
ijiilividuftis  (ten,  perha])s,  b  every  thousand),  God  could  not 
vitbdmw  Hia  anoging  arat— leaTiujf  to  that  other  and 
lirishter  world,  in  Hi*  iirf«encc  to  distinguish  "  between  tbe 
rignteons  and  the  wickitl ;  between  him  that  BerrotJt  God, 
ud  him  thftt  •rrvclh  Him  not" 

The  moRt  powerful  impvtuH  to  this  progresuon  in  iniquttT, 
originAtC'l  in  too  close  a  connexion,  and  too  blind  on  att«ct- 
moiit  in  IIvrcnnuB  for  Antipntcr,  an  Idumeau  by  birth,  and 
a  Jrw  by  adnption  and  scmbUnce.  Idomm  had  only  latdy 
been  united  to  Judpa,  and  ito  inhabitants,  by  the  repreeent^ 
tton  of  John  Hyrcanus  the  First,  won  over  as  proeel]rt«B  bo 
Judaism,  The  family  of  Antipater,  thereforv,  tteiv  mt 
Hebrews.  Herod,  entitled  the  last  king  of  ihi:  Jews,  had  m 
natitmal  right  to  th^  title ;  for  he  w«8  a  straqger  and,  hj  hil 
actions,  a  very  doubtful  proselyte.  There  was,  indeed,  efil 
enough  in  Itimel  before  the  ueendaney  of  the  Idunau 
femily  :  but  not  that  utter  disregard  to  nationiUity,  that  tarn- 
Ulete  DleDding  with  Itome.  that  intimate  anooiation  and  ado^ 
tion  of  itf)  peculiar  characteristics,  as  in  the  reign  of  Hcnxl; 
whose  insidious  policy  to  lessen  Jewish  nationality — tlut  no 
allegiance  to  the  King  of  Heaven  might  interfere  with  tht 
ackiKinledginent  of  his  kingdom  \i\Ksa  earth— opened  the  wide 
gate  of  utter  destruction,  for  his  haplen  people.  The  web  ti 
niiscrv  flung  by  Veopaftian  and  Titut  over  tlie  misenbUi  Jvwt, 
ilerocl'H  own  band  originally  wove. 

The  gallant  sou  of  Ari^tohuluH,  Alexauder,  had  bevn  mur- 
dered: and  hU  widow  und  onihan  children  fonod  proteotioB 
with  the  powcrfMl  friend  iif  Hyrcanus.  the  Idomtean  Hc(vd: 
whoee  fatlier,  Aiitipator,  had  nllcn  a  victim  to  the  hatred  « 
the  Jewish  faction.  Herod  appeatt  to  have  rmrded  Alexandra 
and  her  children  oidy  ii-s  the  near  relations  of  Hyroiuius,  whew 
party  he  always  pretcndtd  to  befriend.  As  the  widow  and 
cliildren  of  Aloandcr,  the  sun  of  Ari^tobulai,  whose  clatDH 
and  struggles  f^i  independent  sovereignty  the  IdutDiBatw  bad 
always  so  powermlly  and  perse veriogly  re&isted,  Wb  nuKbt  8U)>> 
pose  they  would  be  oVic^^tA  T&lhcc  of  enmity  than  oTprotw- 
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tioi).  AfTeotioR  for  tho  pnson.  and  gratitude  for  th«  &voiin 
of  t{]rmutus,  t1»re  oouldharc  bean  dddc  in  the  hearts  of  oithei 
Aiitipat«r  or  H«rod ;  thty  snpfiortisd  him  eimply  because  his 
tndolcQt  and  confiding  disjKwitioQ  placed  all  tlie  actual  povec 
in  their  hands.  With  Anstobulus  thpy  knew  this  could  not 
be ;  for  ho  was,  according  to  Josephua,  "  an  active  man,  and 
one  of  a  ^at  and  goneroits  soul ;  and  the  onl^  DiMina  to  in- 
enate  their  own  power,  they  felt  was  to  tUer<'<i*«  his.  When, 
however,  Aristobuiiia  and  Alexander  were  botli  murdi-'ced,  and 
the  sole  representative  of  thnt  younger  A^moua^n  branch  Tex- 
cept  the  children  of  Alexander)  was  Anti|j<ioua,  who,  notwitli 
ataading  his  casual  bravery  ana  occasional  Buccejs.  appears 
have  puaseased  but  little  of  the  Asmon»an  spirit,  it  became  l 
act  of  policy  to  unite  himself  with  the  youthful  repraentatiil 
of  both  the  brothers;  and  Herod  acted  accordingly. 

Mariamne  could  not  have  been,  at  this  time,  much  above 
foQiteen  or  fifteen  yeara  old,  that  ia,  granting  that  .ihe  was 
the  senior  of  her  brother  Aristubitluti,  who,  four  yeara  nfler- 
wards,  is  said  to  have  only  just  completed  hbt  »cventc^nUij 
year.    The  fierce  and  jealous  piwuun  which  afterwards  cha- 
racttiriaed  He-rod  towanlt  his  young  wife,  does  not  appear  t» 
have  been  excited  at  the  time  of  their  betrothal.     He  mi^ht 
have  been  attracted  hy  her  exceeding  beauty  ;   but  tlic  aui* ' 
meter  of  the  man  allowi*  the  su|>j}0!(itiou,  that  at  tltat  period^  1 
when  all  his  ambition  was  to  aggrandise  and  secure  his  own 
power  for  the  future,  w  well  a.'<  for  the  pre-wnt,  he  would 
equallv  hare  made  this  connection,  had  the  granddaughter  oil 
.Mi«tol>ulu8  and  Hyroanus  been  n^  ugly  a«  tJn,  in^teiul  of  loTct;  j 
as  virtue  and  innoccnos  could  niAke  Fu-r.     Hn.pi>y  indeed  would  I 
it  have  b(yn  for  her,  had  she  not  been  thus  tuvely,  and  had . 
the  connection  remained  one  of  pnlicv  alone  ! 

At  the  time  of  their  betrothal,  Mariamne  knew  little  of 
HcTod.  save  as  one  of  the  most  gallant,  most  enterprising  men 
of  the  day.  She  hail  been  educated  in  perfect  svclnBion  with 
her  brother;  kept  apart  as  much  as  pomible,  from  the  fearful 
confiisions  and  crimes  of  the  state  ;  and  though  she  had  not 
as  yet  been  called  upon  to  put  away  the  thoughts  and  habits 
of  youth,  and  come  forward  iti  all  the  early  maturity  of 
Sftstem  womanhood,  still  it  was  not  unlikely  that  she  was 
willing  and  contented  to  receive  Herod  as  her  destined 
husband.  He  could  be  as  winning,  as  attractive,  and  as  gentla 
as  be  could  also  be  terrible  in  severity  aud  ngt.    We  nad ' 
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onoQ^  of  ha  taaXea  for  tbe  arts,  bis  exMasira  ioteUoet,  __. 
DUpnificeot  acale  of  hia  architecUintI,  and  other  oivil  impiovfr 
mente,  to  believa  that  ht  vas  not  aolelj  tJw  moiut«r  ofj 
aod  enicltf  which  hU  later  deeds  pronouooe  bim. 
inleroourw  with  the  luxurious  Romans  may  hAva 
manlr  poliah  aiid  graceful  uianser  to  tb«  atera  mem 
Jewiui  wanioT ;  aiid  tlic«e  wer«  not  otulitMs  to  pass  _  . 
DOtioed  iu  that  d^.  Mariamne  supposM  him  tbe  fneai  and 
protector  of  her  grandfatlier  kDd  mother ;  and  if  be  did  seek 
at  that  time  to  vm  lier  affeotioDa,  it  wu  mo«t  likelf  she  eoali 
bestow  them  willinglj-,  and  without  rcpa^aacu  oonaider  henelf 
•0  bis  bride. 

They  were  not,  hovewr,  tliao  tc^ther  long  enoogb,  for  tbai 
scarcely  conscious  prcf«rciiou  to  bewmo  real  uTectioa. 

Airakened  to  n  closely  tJiroateiuiw  dau^,  Derod  &ed  witli 
his  family,  including  Mariamoe  aa  am  bnde,  ber  mother,  mi 
brother,  to  Masada,  a  strong  fortress  on  the  Western  aboni  of 
thflDe»dSea,audnearhi8patemalheritaee,Idum(oa.  Tbajous 
Bey  ma  fatignine,  and  ao  dangeiDUs  that  Herod,  in  despair,  had 
BMily  attenqitea  his  own  lifo ;  but  bis  Umporai  aooa  fortoM 
did  not  desert  him  :  he  leaebed  the  fortrees  in  SM&ty,  and  vu 
M>e«4i!y  reinforeed  br  800  native  troou  Akhd  Idamest  vmAa 
tue  oommand  of  his  nnither  Joeeph.  This  b  tbe  fiist  mention 
bietoty  giTCi  of  Mariituiue.  AutiKontis,  whose  coumotion  with 
the  Parthiani  occnsiuned  thii>  mtddva  flight,  never  appeared  ta 
remember  «reo  tlie  existence  of  his  brother's  ohildnn ;  and, 
however  tbe  intni;tiiii)f  and  ambitious  Alexandm  misht  have 
secretly  bated  the  poircr  of  her  aoii'iD-law  Herod,  tLere  wm 
no  eluding  it,  save  by  making  it  her  own. 

Pour  years  elapsed  vrv  Miirimmac  became  tbe  wife  of  Htn^ 
and  dunng  that  period  her  domestic  life  must  have  been  te 
from  happy.  In  fact,  from  her  first  oonnection  witb  Hand. 
we  may  say  her  sorrows  began :  for  their  rapid  Sight  to  Wt"^% 
pursued  so  closely  by  the  Parthian  allies  of  Antigonus  at 
repeatedly  to  meet  in  deadly  fight,  and  eooounter  such  6»agm 
that  Herod's  own  spirit  quailed  almost  to  despair,  coold  bate 
been  but  an  interval  of  fearful  terror,  fatigue,  aod  saffiliiiig 
to  tbe  Toung  girl  only  just  oommeocing  life.  If  her  affeetioui 
bad  indeed  been  excited  by  Herod,  the  length  of  his  abi  nm 
the  daTigi?n  to  whiob  he  was  exposed,  all  must  have  weighed 
deprcs«ingly  on  «  miad  too  young  by  many  yean  lor 
heavy  oarce. 
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AlriliiBM->mt  ber  childrea  were  not  the  onl;  wmpatiioDS 
of  Her(i(t*s  luwty  flight.  He  took  with  him  hia  owa  moUwc 
Cypros,  uid  hiB  siaur  Saloino ;  and  it  ma  at  Masada,  in  ooii« 
•equance,  that  that  fearful  eutnity  between  the  female  meinbeis 
<^  nis  family  comiaeuced,  which  was  to  daah  liia  whule  donteittJo 
life  with  woe.  The  extreme  youth  and  [>urity  of  Miirijiiiine, 
neimitd  ua  the  auppoiution  that  at  tlie  time  she  hcRtelf  had 
UlUe  to  do  with  the  bickL-riiiK<i  and  ]>etty  provocatioiiK  ooii- 
tiDuallr  paauoj;  before  her.  But  her  uiwition  vmt  a  iniiiiful 
Mid  a  aangeroiL«  one;  ^he  hml  iiul  one  iciualt:  friend  wtiu  oiiuld 
b«  the  fUAidion  attd  uitide  which  lu^r  yuutb  and  beuuty  »o 
maoh  needed.  The  charact4:r  of  her  mother,  m  we  see  it 
aftcrwardit  revealed,  wa^  far  more  likely  ttj  iufuae  'n»  oira 
baleful  iutlucncws  within  tlie  younti  mind  and  heart  in  such 
perfect  iiinooeooe  looking  up  tu  lier,  tbau  to  strvaKiheii  and 
ennoble  Huruunne'tt  natural  high  qualitt««.  Yel  how  wu  her 
child  to  dtaoover  tliia  t  How  uiiittruat,  and  xo  turn  from  her 
onljr  pvent,  nay,  with  the  aole  exception  of  her  young  brother, 
Iwronly  relative  upon  earth?  Alexandrmhad  inldlect,  policy, 
«nd  wudom,  crooked  a«  it  was  ;  and  the  reverence  and  love 
niiitiiig  the  sodk  and  dituf^hter*  of  Iwoel  with  their  pareata, 
must  dfuctually  have  prevuutttd  Mariamiie,  at  h<;r  tender  a^ 
Aom  diacoverii^  aujgnt  which  could  frighteu  her  from  her 
nother's  goatdiooship.  How  could  ahe  doubt  the  purity  of 
tut  tnother'a  low  f  How  divide  the  true  fmm  the  falAe  1  the 
jadiaous  from  tliv  wary?  A  judioious  parent  would  have 
tught  and  practiited  moderation  and  forbeanmce ;  would,  if 
abe  Dod  seen  tliu  neccMity  of  uniting  tlie  pure  high  Asmotueon 
nee  with  the  di;gra<l«d  Idiuntuan,  have  bent  at  lunst  to  th« 
Moenity,  and  ooiicilialud  the  family  of  her  daughter'*  hukband 
benalf.  and  led  her  child  to  do  so  too.  But  thia,  to  nuch  a 
oboncter  as  Alexaudra,  vas  iinpomiblc  ;  her  very  oubtluty  in 
tliis  iostanoc  suacumbod  t*>  her  over-bearing  pride.  The  pure 
■ad  b«»utiful  spirit  which,  guiding  the  hm-  of  Moso^  initpirud 
fbo  prophet  to  promi.w,  iit  the  name  of  the  Lord,  a  ploee  di-arer 
thou  ROUS  and  daughter  to  the  otraagen  who.  tandng  from 
idolatry  to  Him,  kept  hiit  covenant*  and  sabbaths,  had  been 
kwt  in  the  dun.te  cluud  of  $in  and  miser)'  cnvelojiitig  Judsa. 
Fridc  had  fohk-d  up  tlie  Jewiiih  hL-art>  iustead  of  the  lucid  robe 
at  chanty  which  the  law  commanded  ood  infused  ;  and  from 
tba  incuDetable  haughtinc«i  of  Alexandra,  we  may  trace  all  tbs 
nil— J  which  ended  not  even  with  tlie  murder  of  her  child. 
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To  any  diapoaidop,  the  pride  and  hanghtjr  iiuolenoc  gf 
another,  occamon  a  bittern«m  of  feeling,  a  deaire  of  retaJiation, 
only  to  oe  couquercd  bv  a  cooacioiuness  of  one's  podtioa  before 
God  and  our  ovu  soum,  and  of  the  abeolute  nothing,  vhich 
mdk  provocations  are,  in  our  Btririncs  after  eternity.  But  to 
feel  tons  needs  an  enlii^htvned,  a  lowly,  yet  a  noble  nuDd;  aad 
not  Auch  was  the  dispoiiition  of  either  Salome  or  her  mother. 
Of  llie  latter,  however,  we  read  ao  little,  except  id  oo^jaoctioa 
with  Salome,  tli»t  we  rather  Bup|)ase  her  wmIc  than  wicked ; 
too  indolent  herself  to  conajHre  against  another,  hut  williag 
enou^  to  follow  where  a  more  energetic  spirit  vould  tead ; 
and,  in  oofuequcnoe,  an  ei)ual  aceesoty  to  evil  deeds,  f ' 
&Jome,  however,  no  negative  terms  need  be  applied  ;  and  tl 
only  rdief  we  can  digoover  in  thu  pcnisnl  of  her  history,  n  tk 
ahe  was  do  woman  of  leincl,  Even  in  that  awfnl  period  of  ri: . 
thedauffhtcraof  bnclhadnot  thii« fallen.  Alezaodra,  indeed, 
waa  evifenough  ;  but  for  her  a  traiu  of  fearAil  oircutnataiieMi 
a  snoces«ioD  of  mutfortuoca  from  treachery  and  cruelty  tnay  bi 
•ome  palliation.  In  hor  some  womanik  feclingB  once  had  exiai* 
enee ;  in  Salome  there  were  none.  1110  petty  vices  and  (adll 
of  woman  wore  indeed  the  ^fimndation  of  all  her  afteNeriine*: 
but  in  the  overepreadioK  poisoning  torrent  of  her  tboughtaaad 
deeds  we  can  scarcely  bebeve  that  its  source  lay  in  than  snail 
and  often  invisible  springs  of  petty  butts  dwelling  is  tmef 
woman's  breast. 

The  extreme  beauty  of  her  brother's  bri<le  would  by  svct.  4 
diapoutioii  have  been  looked  on  as  an  unpardnnsblo  erirac 
Bven  ordiuar)'  attractions  must  hare  aunlc  to  nothing  before 
the  sweet  innocence  and  freshncas  of  such  lovehuesa  al 
Uariamiiu't.  Ha  pure  Asnouaian  blood,  her  tineaee  front  a 
thousand  priest^  tos  oiduned  of  God,  and  reverenced  of  Ha 
people,  aUwas  felt  as  a  roproach  to  the  haughty  IduunaD,  whi\ 
exalt  henclf  AS  she  mi^t,  could  never  boast  such  proud  deaecat; 
and  when  to  these  sourrra  of  irritstion  was  added  the  aeon 
and  contempt  of  Mariamnc's  mother,  and  the  daily  provocattow 
tbence  ensuing,  heightened  perhaps  by  the  lofty  bearing  of  ihl 
object  of  her  hate  herself,  all  reonrring  tliiough  succestn 
weeks,  months,  and  years,  whilst  they  were  thrown  together  in 
one  home,  which  they  dared  not  quit  because  of  the  daogcn 
awaiting  them  without,  and  with  no  poatiibility  at  that  period 
of  evincing  the  hate  consuming  her,  it  heoame  concentrated, 
defined,  Ijud  out  in  varied  sclieme».  wailing  bat  the  opportunity 
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^Ro  work,  vhich,  wheo  it  eame,  tmosforiDed  ber  from  the  wonao 

[    to  the  fiend. 

I  That  alM  imparted  ber  macbinationa  to  her  mnther  at  that 
time  b  Dot  likely.  She  was  probably  contented  wilb  iofiising 
auch  hatr«d  of  Alexandra  and  her  daugbter  as  woald  secara 
her  a  wilUai;  aaeut  in  Cypros  wheuever  she  needed  one.  Prt>- 
Tocutionx  wnicTi  the  weak  character  of  Gyproa  miKht  have  been 
t'm  indolent  even  to  rMDenber,  were  recalled  and  uaf^ifie^ 
tilt  tbe  iting  of  thoir  rcoolluctlon  n<j  rankled  that  even  time 
ooald  not  rcmovo  it,  and  from  thcra  hiklred  apniiij;.  Weak 
eharaetcn  are  quite  ai  suscep^blc  of  the  ptLt«i<i»a  as  strong 
odm;  perhuH  orcn  more,  for  the  littter  oun  be  guided  by 
naeoD,  tJie  former  cannot. 

AmoDgst  character*  like  these  was  the  hapless  Maiiamnt 
thivwn  without  the  power  of  escape,  for  those  three  or  fotn 
jeua  of  her  voung  existence,  when  the  inSiionces  and  imprea- 
aioDs  should  be  but  virtue's  own.  At  fourteen  or  fifteen  what 
ooald  abe  have  known  of  life,  except  as  imparted  by  her  mother, 
her  sole  instructreaa  ?  And  in  those  three  years'  residence  in 
Haaada,  what  opportunitr  had  she  to  weaken  the  maternal  in- 
fluence, by  preaeuting  to  Iter  notice,  such  noble  and  lush  speci- 
nena  of  her  aex,  aa  would  cause  ber  awakening  mind  to  doubt 
Mul  oiHitioD  ;  and  without  le^tMuiiig  the  affection  and  duty  of 
•  child,  jct  \»d  lier  shrink  from  qiialitieii  and  propensiitJes 
which  i^e  could  not  love  t  Who  wm  there  to  lead  her  to  the 
pure  tinsullicd  fount  of  womftu'M  virtue,  and  to  bid  ber  to  oos- 
qaer  the  trifling  fault^t  of  her  misguided  odueatJoD,  m  that  not 
even  hatred  could  fling  its  darts  upon  Iter,  but  onniity  its  If 
£all  powerless,  not  from  the  utter  amence  of  cause,  for,  alas  I 
lAea  did  that  ever  quench  hatred,  but  of  opportunity  for  its 
dis^y? 

saCD  a  guide  Bh«  had  not  :  and  we  can  only  marvel^  that 
under  such  influences,  Buoh  impreaaions,  it  is  only  "  haughtineae," 
and  a  "want  of  moderation,"  of  which  the  historian  can  accuse 
her.  That  she  Mlnfuld  have  treated  both  Cyproa  and  Salome 
witlt  smme  hauKhtiiiti^i  was  only  natural.  Her  mother's  conduct 
mast  have  guidnl  lietA :  and  the  viitible  dislike  with  which  aha 
was  re)inrtle<l  by  the  Idumieaus,  could  but  have  fallen  coldly 
and  painfully  on  tbe  eager  heart  of  youth.  In  those  three 
yean,  her  brother  was  the  b«ng  to  whom,  in  all  probability 
Mariamne  clung  with  all  the  warm  passionate  emotions  of  bur 
Eutern  nature.     Nearly  the  same  age,  equally  lovely,  c>.\uull^ 
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gifted,  tbe  iffoctiiHa  <A  tU  yooug  AamonwaM  became  i 
tratod  in  «itch  othoi.     Il  wu  not  to  Alexuulr»,  mnch,  as  nd 
doaht,  thc^  loved  hvr,  thfet  bcr  «liililrca  coald  reveal  all  tbt 
gashing  tide  of  fMsling.  bope,  jof,  uid  nwokeoiiiK  mteU«$ 
wfajcli  so  cbantcU-riMM  oDd  UJaiet  ]r»tith.     Tbe  ch»raoter  tibictl 

f%  evc^  stud;  of  the  bivtoty  mana  as  iUtxaodra's,  could  oMH 
I  bentdown  to  the  rmbncn  and  artlaameai  of  her  clkildniH| 
pt  in  licr  owD  oarus,  for  undtyabbedlr  aha  had  maajr,  an^^ 
1  ones — her  own  viadioUve  foeliuga  towards  tbe  &mUv  of  lier 
■n-io-iaw — the  proaent  and  Um  fotaira  gloooiitig  daxUy  ui 
toniblj  over  bor  and  here — ber  and  father  in  the  hands  of  bit 
enemy,  Anti^nnH,  who,  though  his  own  nMihew,  acnipled  Mt 
to  deprive  him  for  ever  of  tbe  capadtv  lor  the  high  prieitlMed, 
by  the  mutilation  of  hts  eon — Masada  iteelf  oootiuaidlv  Itabli 
to  attack  and  seizure — and  the  safety  of  herself  and  coildns 

^OODtinuolly  in  jvo^nrdjr,  for  Anti«ontu  wiu  not  likely  %»  UftM, 
if  they  were  once  in  liut  power,  that  the  youthful  AristnbiJu, 
aa  tiie  son  of  bis  older  bruther  Alezattder,  had  more  claim  to 
tbe  sovereignty  than  himself.    Thcao  were  tbou^ta,  all  6vS- 

tfioient  to  render  even  a  gentle  and  amiable  character  too  fall 

Efif  puoful  anxiety,  to  enter  into  tbe  hopeful  bnoyaacy  of 

^  youth. 

Alexandra's  haughty  and  intriguii^  spirit  would  bnir  it  >D 
deep  io  bcr  own  breast,  and  colduees,  indilTcroDce,  aod  pride 
nark  bcr  outward  dcmeanotir.  Under  socb  ctrcumataacea.  the 
love  between  Manamne  and  Aristobulus  conld  not  £ail  to  gn» 
stronger,  more  austaining,  and  more  oooaoliog,  every  paasiu 
Tear.  No  affection  b  purer,  stronger,  more  enduring,  ao2 
lovely  in  its  truth,  than  that  sabeistJof^  between  a  brother  awl 
uster,  when  it  doet  exist ;  perhaps,  it  w  evao  stronger,  whiD 
the  sister  is  by  one  or  two  years  the  dder.  It  makes  than 
more  (trt'n  in  o^,  capabilitica,  mutual  appradation,  and  ooia- 
prehension  of  each  other,  thitn  if  the  boy  had  the  advance  i& 
jean.  It  is  a  distinct,  wholly  dixtinct  feeling,  to  that  whi^ 
actuatca  sister  towards  sitter.  There,  pure  and  beanttful  as 
nob  afleotiott  is,  it  is  whulIy/nnin(N«.  In  the  other  case^  the 
hi^ieet  and  noblest  i^tialitics  of  the  Inntbur,  insensibly  infiw 
themselvea  into  tbe  sister,  banishing  in  consequence  lUl  tfaow 
petty  failings  and  wuakoessei  whion  arc  natural  to  womaB ; 
all  tbe  sister's  purest,  most  spiritual,  and  uoaelOah  i»* 
t.  infuse  themselves  by  tbe  same  proceas  into  ti»e  beail 

'  of  tbe  DTothcr,  and  purifying  it  from  its  grosMr  and  noit 
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worldly  Dattire,  mslte  each  raoro  worthy,  and  more  capable  of 
eoterini;  into  tlie  other's  fceliugs,  and  so  twiites  them  together, 
with  a  link  EtrotiK  as  ailamaot,  and  pure  as  the  crystal  fount 
of  love,  whencA  all  such  affection  cornea.  But  this  i&  no  com* 
moo  euotion,  or  always  existing  irhen  a  ^ter  and  brother  are 
of  so  near  an  age.  Character  and  circumstance  may  both  nnit« 
to  pnttut  as  well  aa  to  crtalt  it.  Between  Mariamne  and 
Anstobuhis,  an  earnest  study  of  their  characteni  and  destiny 
Kems  to  proTe  ooaviuciiiiily  that  it  had  existence.  They  had 
^aoK  other  with  whom  to  divide  it ;  not  eren  separated  by 
•ducfttioH,  or  by  Aristobultu  being  called  to  war,  or  to  tin 
pvieethood,  m  might  have  bnun  the  case  had  their  country  been 
ftt  pMce,  and  the  young  soioat  of  royalty  occupvinK  theii 
Baloral  position  in  thoii  father's  courb.  They  Miared  ono 
common  dunuer,  ono  c»mniou  lot — wcro  mutually  the  darlings 
of  tlieir  people — mutually  the  objects  of  dread  and  hate  to  the 
opposing  tactions — mutually  of  oonaequenoo  to  Ilerod,  who«e 
•inbition  he  knew  would  have  no  firm  foundation,  unless 
Kourod  through  tbem^  all  this  combined  to  unite  the  natural 
links  of  affection  (which  asumilatiiiK  characters  had  already 
■0  closely  bound)  with  such  strenijth  and  6r[CDea3,  that  their 
fiolent  severing  waa  in  all  probabihty  the  lir&t  and  final  cause 
of  Mariamne's  estrangement  from  her  husband.  Could  it  be 
OtherwiM  F 

We  have  liu^r«d  some  time  on  this  residence  at  Masada, 
which  hLitfirians  in  general  pass  over  in  five  or  tux  lines,  being 
too  intent  npou  (he  maoceaTK*  and  actions  of  Herot),  to 
•xamiiu  deeper  into  the  origin  of  thoM  dark  and  terrible  deeds, 
which  afterwards  so  devastated  his  own  household;  but  the 
ohjcct  of  our  oonaideration  is  Mariamne,  and  not  Herod ;  and 
therefore,  we  are  anxious,  by  refiectioo  on  the  early  years  o( 
her  life,  on  the  circumstancea  which  inflaenced  her  utatunr 
•haracter,  and  in  fact,  her  destiny  iteelf.  to  throw  Ught  on 
those  darker  porlioti^t  of  her  history,  which  iu  general  are 
touched  upon  alone.  In  a  perusal  of  the  historians  open  to 
Bs,  we  find  ourselves  scarcely  knowing  whether  to  blame  or] 
pity,  and  certainly  quite  unable  to  form  a  correct  estimate  dt' 
Muiamne's  ohamctcr.  Her  fearful  trials,  her  early  povoca* 
tious,  the  dark  intlucnetx  which  pieveuted  the  complete  oot- 
notion  of  her  few  natural  Eaulta^  all  these,  in  the  bore  recital] 
of  events,  are  Impoasible  to  be  dttoorcred,  without  that  attenfj 
tive  study  of  eatati  as  well  aa  of  mmUt,  of  the  or^n  u 
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as  of  the  Md,  wltich  ia  <i  more  rapid  iwnu&l  of  Ilutot;  it  not 
BOflsible  tu  be  ftttaiocd.  We  h«te  excused  our  timlixity  Wort^ 
b;  aflBuriog  our  milecs,  that  our  doIims  of  iuilivitluus  an  fiu 
more  sn^igeativc  tluu  nurative,  more  etmm  thui  lii»toria,  u4 
cjui  only  entrMt  then  to  bau  with  oa  still ;  the  cl.Anot«n  «( 
Hifilory  i]ciiiMidin)[  the  same  treatmeDt  m  tbOM  of  tha  BibU, 
still  iucuIcatiDj;  »  moral,  though  not  tli«  same  inspired  lesso*. 
The  three  ytm  pueed  at  MaMtda,  were  not  withoat  fx»- 
queot  attacks  from  withoat,  in  addition  to  the  aoiHTUMSi 
iritliiii.  The  Parthian  alLia  ^  Antigoims  oTurran  tJto  conatn, 
and  probably  frequeatlj;  threatened  the  fortrew,  though  we  m 
not  near  of  any  iiirect  sitae,  till  tltat  ander  Aiiligooiu  hinuat^ 
which  appears  to  have  lasted  several  months.  Mid  to  luTe 
fixpomd  ttie  garrijun  and  tninaU*  to  dreadful  saffenax  fima 
the  want  of  water.  Mvmmhiln,  Herod  had  arrivod  at  oon^ 
and  besought  Atignstus  ami  Antonj'  to  confer  the  sorcnigabf 
of  Judca  on  the  young  Aiistobulu^  who  unitvd  in  bis  own 

SenHin  the  claims  nf  both  the  contending  sons  of  Aleiandct 
annsos.  and  grant  hini  (Herod)  tfie  oBGoo  of  governor  hmUi 
him.  Tne  very  nuturc  of  the  roqncst  reveals  the  subtle  potiof 
of  the  man;  no  one-  can  imngin^.tht^ri^wMan}' further snoeri9 
in  his  poroaecatiou  of  Aristobulus'  rightful  cUima,  than  the  hm 
of  gw)>iiiK  too  much,  br  the  actnaj  dt-cnand  of  the  crowa  Ik 
himsell,  and  so  losing  all.  Besides,  bad  he  done  so,  he  woiU 
have  l(ut  at  onee  all  the  confidence  of  Alexandra ;  whoni^ 
bj  making  her  sou's  claims  apparently  bis  tirst  obuet,  lis 
nvctted  it  on  himself,  as  the  ouly  one  tikely  to  {iv«Hr  aid. 
That  the  Romans  chose  to  confer  the  Bovereignt^  on  bim  i>* 
stead  of  on  Aristobulus,  could  not  be  attributed  to  any  undu 
ambition  on  his  part.  That  Alexandra  was  satiified  that  hs 
had  at  tliat  time  done  all  he  oonld  for  b«r  son,  appcArs  likdy 
from  her  making  no  effort  for  him  beradf,  nntii  Uerud'a  nsufaf 
lion  to  deny  him  any  sliare  in  the  goTenuneitt  bec«at  iDon 
evidt^nt. 

Seven  days  after  his  royal  appointment,  Herod  hh  Boo^ 
and  three  wimtbs  afterwards  was  in  Jndea.  Msaada  wascf 
oouKc  Im  lirst  object ;  the  foreea  of  Anti^nos,  aided  by  die 
want  of  wat«f,  hatl  nearly  reduced  it,  when  a  tinely  bU  of  heavy 
rain  rv'liered  the  one,  and  Herod's  impetuotis  ftttadt  lemovM 
the  otiiur.  Matijimiie  hod  not,  however,  very  Ioiue  to  icnew 
her  McquHinlance  with  her  betrothed  husband.  He  apjpeua 
only  to  have  relieved  Mssada,  and  instantly  dcinarted  with  the 
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■nCrotion  of  rednciDR  Jensale&i;  but  was  foiled  by  tlie 
treacheroui  desertion  of  hi*  principal  ally.  Unable  with  his 
Bktive  forces,  to  nubdue  Judea,  be  fixed  hia  head  quarten  ut 
SMnsria,  and  by  his  vigilaDt  aiid  cm-rKetic  measure*,  freed 
the  province  of  Galilee  ftom  the  bntidii  of  robbera  viih  uliioh 
it  ha^l  been  infested.  Tlie  following  yt^ar  he  reconinivoccd 
meamres  af[aiiu>t  AntJjjot)ii-'< ;  but  it  vm  not  till  the  spring  nf 
the  next  year  that  thi.-  sir^-e  of  Jorusaien  »as  regulariy  begun. 
Paring  the  nt-ne  Hi-rod  returned  to  Suaaria,  to  complete  big 
naniage  with  Mariainiie,  two  yean  iifler  he  hul  bovn  made 
king  by  the  Rumaiis,  and  coiiffiqueiitJy  Dearly  five  Nnoe  their 
first  betrothal  Where  Mariamiie,  lier  moUuir  aiul  brother, 
had  been  nnoe  the  siege  was  raised  from  Masada,  histoiy  does 
not  lereal.  Wo  rather  nippoMt,  that  when  Herod  fix«d  his 
winter  qaartcrs  at  SanianA,  all  the  fcmnlos  of  his  family  joined 
him  them.  It  appears  strong  that  he  did  not  solcnimee  his 
toaniagc  then,  instead  of  waiting  to  do  so  in  the  Tcry  midst 
of  B  most  momentous  si*^  That  ambition,  not  Invc,  w^  tba 
original  incentive  of  his  union  with  Mariamne,  is  proved  at 
onee  by  thifl  proceeding.  He  feared  that  even  the  power  of 
his  aims  would  not  luive  secured  him  the  affections  of  the 
people  of  Judea,  or  reconciled  them  to  his  conqnest  of  Anti- 
gonos,  only  tliat  he  might  ascend  the  AsiDonguii  throne  him- 
self ;  and  that  this  obstacle  should  be  lessened,  if  it  could  not 
be  entirely  removed,  occasioned  bis  sudden  resolution  to  leave 
walla  of  Jerusalem,  and  at  ouce  unite  himself  with  the 
.onceao  prtDcesa.  Once  really  hi^  wife,  he  probably  felt  no 
ebaiicea  could  divide  them,  and  so  give  her  influence  to 
[Other.  The  people  would  second  him  for  Am*  aahe  ;  and  out 
regard  to  hta  queen,  forget  be  wu  that  Idumeean  alien^J 
Vhom  ao  many  deleitted  whib  they  feared.  The  event  proveaj 
the  wisdom  of  bix  policy.  At  Samaria,  the  young  and  lovelp] 
Mariamiie  bvonme  indiaaolubly  his  wife,  and  maiky  faitJifiH 

Cisaos  of  her  father  instantly  joined  tiim  with  .such  rein- 
smdIs  as  enabled  Hcnxl  to  march  nith  reneii'ed  spirit 
•gainst  Jenimlem.     If  Mnriainnc  indeed  loved  Herod  at  that 
time,  her  life  must  have  been  a  cliaos  of  anxiety  and  fear. 
He  never  returned  to  remain  with  her,  but  k-fl  hi-r  nj^ain  after  , 
a  very  brief  interval,  to  encounter  renewed  danger*.    Con>  { 
tinually  thrown  amongst  his  relatives,  whose  enry  and  dislike  i 
were  not  likely  to  decrease  now  slw  was  really  hU  wife,  shfl 
ust,  indeed,  have  rejoiced,  when,  after  a  pnrtraAtud 
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JviuMlem  aabmittod,  and  Herod  was  acknowledged 
of  Judaa. 

His  endiMTonn  to  pnwrve  the  city  from  tho  Tengeance  < 
th*  Bomuu,  his  protwdon  of  holy  plnocs,  and  cam  of  tW- 
religious  prejudice*  of  the  peopl«i  wcrr  all  actioua  Uk^j  t» ' 
slente  his  cnamcter  in  the  mind  of  hia  voong  bride.    Anti* 

Bintis  had  received  \m  deutU  damn  from  tpe  Bomana,  not  fhw 
end.  Gomparod  v.-ith  tin-  nwfnl  ini<]uitiea  of  the  Uxao,  hil 
career  had  been  unusually  (nx  froni  atrocity;  and  even  tlu 
nnepariiig  executions  uf  the  Antigouian  factiou,  which  foUomd 
bis  acMasioo,  his  policy,  no  doubtv  kaew  how  to  txcams,  to  m 
to  BApear  actual  necessity  to  liis  wife,  and  not  the  rcleatlaM 
cruelty  which  they  seemed  to  na 

For  a  few,  a  very  few  moDtba,  Mariamne  may  have  eqjoyed 
BODoe  duiree  of  haiiptnesB  aud  peace.  Th«  tuus  of  the  peopb 
devotedQr  attaehea  to  the  AsuoiuaaD  fauily,  were  stilled  iiil» 
some  dtgne  of  submiadon,  because  she  ahand  Horod'a  throDa; 
but  too  soon  eveu  this  transient  calm  was  to  pasa  away. 
Uerod  was  sorerei^  of  Judea,  endured  because  of  his  ooo* 
nection  with  tlie  Asmouown  line;  but  even  tlits  oooneotHB 
would  not  permit  his  assunptiou  of  the  pristthood.  He,  as 
Idumean,  an  alivii— but  a  *'  half  Jew,"  as  the  people  called 
him— nccupy  that  office  of  solemnity,  the  dele^Ce  of  Odd 
himself  1  It  was  a  thing  unheard  of,  eveu  in  the  mwt  fear^ 
annals  of  Jewish  history,  iiml  impossible  to  be  permitted 
Herod  always  appi^arcd  nware  of  this ;  for  at  the  conuaenee- 
paent  of  bis  reign  ho  made  no  attempt  to  a.<Bame  it  nominally, 
even  though  the  measures  he  adopted.  nrov<*d  that  he  Wl  n- 
■olved  that  all  the  sctua)  power  snoula  be  his  own.  Hyrcsiioa 
the  fnthcr  of  Alexandra,  had  been  invited  to  JcnisaJem.  aao 
treated  with  great  ap[>areut  respect  and  regard  by  Herod,  at 
the  gnmdfather  of  his  wife.  Tlie  mntiUtioii  (A  his  ean,  bow- 
ever,  diMiualified  him  from  again  assuming  the  prieatbood  :* 
and  imgWtiug  nut  only  tlie  rightful  heir  to  that  solemn  office, 
but  muny  othera  of  noble  lineage  and  high  qualitiea  in  Jen- 
mlem,  Herod  sent  for  Atianel,  an  obscure  iaatvidtud,  bat  U 
tiricstly  decent  from  the  Babylonian  Jews,  and  appointad  hiia 
HiRh  Priest 

This  was  on  insult  impossible  to  be  borne  with  piittene^ 

*  Thin  prsTM  how  bltUuUy,  ewi  *t  (hi*  iwriod,  •om*  of  th*  hw»  ol 
Ho*a>  w*n  Rttll  oImtmL     "Tbs  priMU  were  to  b*  witfaoal 
ImL  xzi.  IT— U. 


hy  Alexsadn  or  the  Aamonsao  &ctioiL  The  office  of 
Flli);b  Prieet  bad  been  hereditary,  from  Asroo  doirnnuda.  The 
law  had  made  no  coiiditioQ  for  the  exclusioD  of  rightful  heir^ 
Mve  tJiAt of  being  "without  blemiab."  Youth  waa  no  [ins 
reutive ;  and  while  th«  young  Aristobulus  Ur«d,  and  aniteil 
in  hU  own  person  not  oidy  the  claims  of  his  prieatly  race,  but 
of  two  c»nt«ndinfi  parties,  to  appoint  another  t<>  the  iiriwU 
hood  waa  an  iniiult  to  the  whole  nation,  JmpoffiiUe  to  be  over* 
looked.  The  iieople  were  in  a  turmoil  of  indignation,  but 
too  much  awed  by  ihe  severity  and  power  of  Herod  to  attempt 
any  popular  disturbance ;  but  all  the  mother's  feelings  wen 
niiiaed  to  more  than  passive  indignation.  She  wrote  to 
Cleopatra,  beseeching  her  influence  with  Antony,  to  compel 
HchmI'^  a])pointinent  of  her  eon.  Aided  by  a  musician,  her 
letti;n  irere  conveyed  to  the  far-Csmed  que^u  of  R^'j>t,  who 
oompliod  with  the  request ;  but  Antony,  unwilling  to  interftm 
with  the  civil  government  of  the  king  lie  had  hiiiii«lf  «nat«d, 
bentated  and  nnicriuitiiialed,  without  coming  to  any  dtoiuon. 
Meanwhile  D<:Iliu.t,  a  man  JnfaoiouH  for  his  Uoentiout  conduct, 
and  the  friend  and  confident  of  Antony,  Tinted  Jem^atom. 
The  eztraordinaty  beaaty  of  th«  brother  and  «st«r  elicited  bis 
woodcring  admiration  ;  and,  in  his  secret  conference))  with 
Alexandra,  he  pomuadeil  her  to  have  their  pictures  taken,  and 
sent  to  Antony,  who  would  then  be  nuable  to  refasc  anything 
tbey  asked.  The  liurriblc  nature  of  this  pro{|OHil  would,  we 
oiwit  to  imagine,  have  been  rejcotod  by  a  Jewish  motlirr  with 
iniuenation  and  abhurrencu  :  but,  worked  on  by  her  ambitiaa^ 
and  intrigaing  spirit,  even  these  revolting  mcana  wer«  adoptedJ 
and  tbe  pictures  scot  :  and  to  this  woman  had  the  tender 
years  of  Marimnno  been  entruetod !  Prom  a  mind  capable 
of  such  black,  such  unnatural  horror,  bad  the  pure  cltaste 
mind  of  youth  received  its  tirst  imprcssionB ;  and,  knowing 
this,  shall  wo  not  almost  marvel  at  the  stainless,  shadowlei 
purity.  cQcirirHng  the  daughter  of  suoh  a  mother,  almost  lili 
a  halo,  rendering  her  impalpable,  and  so  transmitting  eTei_ 
baleful  arrow  aimed  again&t  her,  as  would  the  atmospberil? 
itself! 

Tlie  honour  of  Mariamiit  was,  however,  in  this  instance 
•afer  with  Antony  ttmn  with  Alexandra.    The  fiendish  counsels 
of  Delliua  only  prevailed  upon  him  to  send  for  Aristobulos ; 
bat  Herod  refused  to  obey,  encouraged  by  the  cLaose  iai 
Antony's  letter,  not  to  send  the  young  man.  "  i£  \t«  ^.^um^^iE 
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hud  apOD  tiin  so  to  do."  And  no  nMntment  fdlowed. 
Aristobiilus  himself  interfered  not  vitli  the  luacliinatioitt  *ratt 
iag  for  sad  a^nst  him.  Hi>  youth,  hts  IaxU.'h,  pmhablv  tta- 
dcred  him  conteiit«d  with  th«  lifv  of  oalm  retiretncDt  whfch  liii 
ezcluMon  from  office  permitted ;  but  the  lore  his  aster  ben 
him.  her  pvrrect  con«ci<HUin«»  of  the  rights  uid  claims  of  her 
DobU  line,  could  not  penaic  her  to  bcFiuld  this  indignity  in 
riience.  There  is  a  oum  dignitv  pervading  the  ch&racler  cf 
UarijUDoe,  even  in  her  ynuth,  wnich  aiisoet  noconsciotial}'  m- 
praases  us  with  &  conviction  of  her  own  high  aenae  of  her 
pricfltljr  lineage,  and  its  lofty  minims,  nhich  no  persounl  dimgrr, 
no  timid  consderatton,  cnuld  ever  remove.  The  vives  ooi 
daogbtersof  priestly  lineage  were  looked  upon,  by  their  oonntn- 
men,  from  the  very  first  delivery  of  the  law,  as  sbarmg  tw 
sanctity  of  their  fathers  and  huabaiMb.  and  reverenced  a«»ril' 
ingly,  as  higher  in  etation  according  to  popular  decision,  » 
purer  and  holier  in  conduct  than  the  wivei  and  dAu^tets  of 
sovereigns.  We  n>ad  but  too  oft«u  of  royal  oaions  with  the 
dftu^hters  of  the  heathen  :  but  never  sare  oaoe  of  snch  abomi- 
nation  occurring  in  the  nouaeholds  of  the  [iricete.  Pride  of 
birth,  of  dencent^  vrex  Umimt  the  fintt  imprcauon  on  the  heaiti 
of  the  young  dinightvnt  of  the  priette  ;  that  they  might  f» 
serve  both  uii»ul!ii-il.  And  Manamiic  was  not  likely  to  fonit 
this  nrrciouK  heritage.  It  wu  not  in  accordance  with  a  3^ 
BceJiuant  of  the  Asmoomuis  to  regard  hcn^clf  as  queen  m«nJy 
as  the  wife  of  HvrmL  By  right  of  beritSAe  the  kingdom  «ii 
her  brother's  and  her  own  ;  and  though  the  arms  of  the  Bo- 
mans  had  conferred  the  crown  on  Herod,  how  might  sbe  betwU 
I  the  esclnsion  of  her  brotlier  from  bis  own  hereditAty  boaaoiL 

■        which  it  was  in  the  powi-r  of  her  husband  to  grant  or  to  refiasi 
H  Mariamne  ceaeed  not  her  entreaties  and  expostnlations  tiS 

her  boon  was  granted  ;  Still  not  80  much  for  h:!t  I»to  of  her,  to 
which  passion  Joaephus  impntes  most  of  Herod's  iictioas  coa> 
ceniing  his  wife's  family,  but  because  he  felt  that,  onoe  eet^ 
blished  as  High  Pneat,  Ariatobulus  would  hare  no  temptatiuB 
to  leave  the  country,  but  would  alwa)*])  remain  in  his  piiwer,  w 
^m        he  removed  whenever  hia  unscniputous  cruelty  deemed  fiHui£ 
^1        Awembling  bis  friends,  he  tola  tJiem  that  "AlexaadnbM 
^M        oon6i»red  against  his  anthoril^,  seeking,  by  the  aid  of  Cko- 
H        patra,  to  elevate  her  aon  tu  hiH  throne — a  proceeding  doubly 
^M         HMJa^',  OM  it  trouid  ilfpritv  her  ^anphter^tlu  dtgtiUy  «A«  ih« 
H^       iad,  and  would  bnitg dUturbancea  into  tboldngdom,     Hehatt 
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therdbce,  in  his  aaiiiety  in  raKiin  it,  resolved  to  givo  tho  jroutli 
the  high  pricsthoocl ;  hihI  ihnt  hu  liad,  id  (act,  only  set  np 
Anan^  bManse  Aristobutu*  wiw  lo  youn^  n  child." 

We  Mvu  TDitficed  otic  line  of  this  politic  xpccch  in  italios, 
beowiM  it  Appears  to  as  «»  convincing,  that  Horod  hinuelf  nas 
•ware  that  Itis  principal  li»M.  m  eovcrei^  of  tho  Jews,  on  th« 
people,  was  his  union  with  Mttriamne.  Tlie  depriving  her  of 
the  dimity  she  nov  enjovwl,  would  have  been  of  vcrv  little 
moment  to  him  individu.t'lv,  if  lie  had  not  atrongly  felt  that 
her  dii;nity  supported  his,  I'ld  if  one  nere  shaken,  bo  would  be 
the  other. 

The  appointment  of  Ari-tobuliw  reconciled  the  people,  in  a 
measure,  to  their  king  ;  and,  for  a  brief  interval,  quieted  the 
IDtriguiug  Alexandra.  Slit.  Divtfe»ied.  «rith  mauy  tcara,  "  that 
At  had  never  aMiKht  the  kint^dam  for  her  son,  nor  would  she 
•ooept  it  were  it  offered  ;  having  that  confidence  in  Hurod'a 
ca|>at)ility  of  governing  t1i;it  vrmild  secure  the  itafety  of  the  r^ 
maiiidcrof  her  family  ;  th.it  xhe  va:*  satiitiied,  nay,  oTcrcome, 
by  Herod'it  K-nefiU,  and  tli.'kulclnlly  acceptcl  the  honour  showD 
by  him  to  lierton,  prayin;:  him  to  excuvc  her  if  tA^  nobility  of 
her  family,  aitd  tA«  fiieAim  of  acting  irliicA  that  nobility,  ehu 
thought  allowed  her,  hail  ni'tde  her  act  too  precipitately  aod 
imprudently  in  this  matter." 

Joeephus,  who,  in  hi«  "<rn  p<^non,  was  a  groat  stickler  for 
WODUSS  inferiority,  would  certainly  not  have  put  such  words 
io  Alexandra's  mouth,  if  thev  had  no  foundation  in  the  cus- 
toms and  eharacteristics  of  the  Jewish  people.  He  must  have 
known  tliat  fittdom  <(/"  aetiag  wm  perfectly  compatible  with 
the  Hebrew  woman's  social  position,  or  she  could  not  have 
alluded  to,  and  Hou^ht  to  excuse  it.  Nor  would  Herod,  as  we 
•hall  see  in  the  cwiiuel,  have  di-j>rived  her  of  liberty,  had  he  not 
feared  that  she  would  a^-ain  tue  it  to  the  detriment  of  his  in- 
terest. For  a  while  peace  itcemed  eatablisbed  between  these 
two  oiitially  diwk,  and  equally  opjiKxing  spirita.  Mariamnc  saw 
bcr  belored  brother  in  bin  nffhtful  position  ;  and  rejoiced  that 
one  subject  of  contention  wm  thus  removed.  Her  mind  was 
too  pure,  too  upright,  to  harbour  su.-iwicion  of  thosu  around  her. 
How  could  she  penetrate  the  sixrvt  tnoughta  and  wishes  of  her 
hnsband,  or  believe  thal>  in  the  very  fulfilment  of  hor  anxious 
wisb,  her  brother's  death-warriut  was,  in  the  tyrant's  inmost 
keait,  already  sealed  ?  Glad  to  escape  from  the  pressure  of 
can  and  sorrow  whicb  had  darkened  hor  early  years,  MariamoA 
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pvobkbly  g»ve  heiGelf  up  to  the  dsltght  of  h«r  dooMrtie  i 
tiona,  anconscious  of  the  bioodios  pusiooa  iu  tier  aotlMf'li' 
heart,  or  their  ptovocation  by  her  nusband. 

Fearful  that  Alex&ndra  would  ren«v  her  ^uts  cad  ixtaon- 
tinos,  Uerod  desired  that  she  should  dwell  lu  the  palace,  hii 
snhtle  policy  most  likely  coDce&liDg  the  real  rewHin  of  tlui 
oomiDaud  under  the  same  show  of  revereara  and  hoaour  vith 
vbich  he  hod  velcomed  Hyrcanus  to  the  Baioe  doitgcrous  n^ 
ciocts.  But  Alexaudra's  equally-  subtle  penetmtina  sptt»Qj 
diMovered  that  her  Ruard,  ap[jotnted  oet«iiaibly  in  Iwnonr  of 
ber  hi^h  rank,  were  creatures  of  Herod,  reBtraintDg  her  libntr. 
And  Hpieii  upiw  her  uio8t  private  houre,  and  mott  naguanlu 
wordi*.  Buruiog  willi  iudi^^iation,  she  wrote  to  Oleopatn,  b^ 
iwt'L'hiii^  her  a^iataiiCM  and  advice,  declaririL'  that  one  mmU 
mider^o  any  ttiitif,  ntlher  tlian  oontiiiue  to  live  in  this  atoM 
of  HUvvry.  Thn  vcn'  iridiKuation  which  it  oouwd  hor,  powM 
bow  little  accuRUimrd  were  the  women  of  Israel  to  the  biitert 
■emblance  of  reHtrnint. 

Cleopatra,  who  u|i)K'aTs  alwayn  to  have  befneoded  Alexonda 
(oiiotlier  proof  in  whut  light  the  Jewish  feiutile  atistocr 
were  regarded  by  furcign  iiiiti«n.'«],  ndviscd  her  to  escape 
her  sou  Into  Iwypt,  wiiure  xhc  prorai«ed  tbcnt 
Alexandra  eagerly  osKented.  She  ordered  two  coG 
mode.  OS  for  two  dead  bodico.  In  these  she  intended  to  oua 
ceol  henolf  and  hor  Kon,  dennns  her  servontis  whom  she  omlJ ' 
tmst,  to  convey  thorn  awav  in  the  nisht  time,  and  ht»x  ibca 
to  the  eeo-ehore,  where  n.  tthip  would  ue  waiting  to  tftke  tlicn 
to  Egypt  IIm;  Hcheinc  ^roinised  &ir,  but  was  defeated,  byiti 
bein^  spoken  of  to  Sabion,  one  of  her  friund^,  under  the  i» 
presaon  that  he  wae  already  in  her  cx)DlkIoucc.  This  Si^iinii 
believing  its  dixcovory  would  insure  him  favour,  belntywl  it  t» 
the  king.  Herod  permitted  the  plan  to  go  no,  tbat  he  niigbt 
be  aasured  of  its  existence,  and  discovered  the  wliolc  at  tbt 
very  moment  Alexandra  believed  it«  succeae  complete.  Stifl 
no  outward  evidence  of  his  oncer  appeared.  He  alood  in  too 
nuch  dread  of  Cleopatra's  influence  with  Antony,  if  exerted 
•fiaiust  himself,  to  adopt  haish  measures  against  AltUDdra 
with  every  uifmifestation  of  generosity  and  kindnen,  wan 
tlian  likely  to  inspire  the  gratitude  and  aHection  itf  his  yawl 
wife,  he  overlooked  the  ofience ;  but  his  iinhaimy  viotiin  wm 
marked  for  removal  It  seems  strange  that  Herod  did  not 
•eek  the  destruction  of  Alexandra  in  the  youuc  taoo'a  etcod. 
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for  there  *ru  nothing  in  liiit  d&wning  ohnnvter  to  uronw  » 
it% dread,  except,  tiideiid,  thcne  lofty  Tirtiit-M  nii<i  outward 
rtloitt,  which  iniffht  murk  him  as  s  (lanj^eroiiK  rival  Ui  tho 
wily  Idnmttttn,  Slill,  thmi^h  nsMlvt-d  ia  his  iliab<i1ii-iU  pur* 
pose,  he  wwted,  lai  a  tuo  Kiimmary  Kinoval  might  work 
tgaiiut  tunmlf. 

The  PeMt  of  Tftlwrnnclcs  appruiwhcd  ;  and  tlio  wliole  popu- 
latiiHi  i>f  JudcA  flocked,  in  exact  accnrdnncc  with  the  Law,  to 
Jcnualcm.  Festivity  n-igincd  throughout  the  citv — the  Iwid 
•tltit  from  f'ln-ign  opprcMore— the  spirit  of  faction  itecif 
teemed  stiliml — from  palncv  to  hut  all  was  solemn  rejoicing, 
and  light-boarted  mcrrimeat.  On  the  holy  days  uf  convo- 
cattoD,  the  immenso  srcns  and  oonria  of  the  temple  wi^ro 
tlironsed  with  the  dense  multitudes,  eocer  to  reccivt;  the  Ifi^h 
Priest's  trionni&l  blnmng.  And  there  tiu  stood,  the  youthful 
descendant  of  athousftnd  priests  and  wnrriors  and  kings,  in  the 
fine  bloom  of  eracefiil  youth,  clothed  in  the  magnificeDt  vest- 
mentsofthesoleiDn  offioc,  cui^cBtio  in  his  hearing,  so  unusually 
b^l  and  finely  proportioned  in  Ins  still  boyish  figure — his  beau- 
tiful oonntcnance,  so  radiant  with  the  holy  thoughts  and  feel- 
ings which  his  task  called  forth,  that,  as  the  muTtitude«  gnxcd 
upon  him  standing  at  the  high  altar,  gracefully  and  colh-cteiily 
performing  his  priestly  duties,   themselves   never   witnessed 

k(from  their  peculiar  sanctity  and  holy  associations)  without 
emotion,  erimudaera,  even  at  thnt  holy  moment,  cnuld  not  be 
i«etraincd.  Tears  buret  forth  from  voung  and  old— the  warrior, 
even  as  the  woman,  wept,  thrilled  to  the  very  heart,  at  the 
beauty,  innocence,  and  snnctity  he  beheld,  though  himself  un- 
CoDBCious  why  he  wept.  Teare,  bleasiocs,  prayere,  swelling  at 
leng^  into  snouts  of  joyous  feting,  netraycd  the  zeal  and 
lore  which  buret  irrcpressibly  from  every  heart.  What  was  the 
sovereign  himself,  though  present,  compared  with  the  High 
Priest— their  own,  not  only  in  himself,  but  in  his  glorious  race 
and  family,  the  tmits  of  whom  ho  hore  upon  hia  features  ? 
And  if  such  were  tlie  emotions  of  the  multitude,  what  I'cetings 
must  have  swelled  the  hearts  of  the  mother  and  sister  !  How- 
ever ill-regulated  ambition,  and  its  awful  train  of  evil  passions, 
b«d  uurred  the  heart  and  mind  of  Alexandra,  in  all  thin);) 
(elating  to  Aristobulus  she  felt  as  an  anxious  and  nlTectionate 
mother  ;  and  some  of  the  purest  emotions  which  she  had  ever 
expeiienced,  must  have  been  cjccited  in  thu«  beholding  him. 
And  to  his  fond  sister,  what  delicious  emotions  of  love  and 
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sdmirittioo,  iitc,  and  r«rereoc«,  for  she  knew  him  wortbr  of 
the  Bolema  oBioe,  must  have  heightened  and  hallowed  th«  deep 
affactioDBhe  had  ever  borne  titu,  as  the  hand-in-haiid  cam- 
panion  of  her  childhood  and  vouth  !  Kaoh  qmroring  bleodBg, 
each  ringing  ahou^  found  echo  in  her  heart, 

Darklr,  and  terribly  in  contrast  with  sach  emotiona,  did  the 
■torm  of  jealoTu  hate  mgo  in  the  boeom  of  Heiod.  He  btMd, 
or  fancied  in  the  Dopular  cnthiuiasm,  rcbellioD  a^ainat  biiMilf ; 
in  the  (;ra«e  and  bcntity  o(  a  boy,  greater  danger  to  bii  powtr 
and  him.aelf.  thnti  lie  hnd  ever  encoiinteted  or  feared  fnnn  a 
thouaaixi  TCarrtore.  or  from  the  wisdom  and  policy  of  a  hnn- 
dred  vi-terans.  But  tlioueh  the  internal  tempeat  oonid  oolj 
be  Btiilol  by  the  victim's  blood,  Herod  dissembled,  utd  joinM 
villi  apparent  uncerity  in  the  public  reioieing. 

The  fcHtival  passed  :  the  multitude  oispersed  is  qniet,  ttvm 
the  capital  to  their  respective  homea  A  bush  of  poae^ 
foreign  and  domcAtic,  seemed  to  have  sunk  on  the  troobloi 
land ;  and  Alexandra  and  her  young  son  returned  to  the 
formCTa  palace  at  Jericho.  Tht^re,  after  a  brief  ioterral,  tbey 
ware  jotne<l  by  Herod  and  sanve  of  his  court^  no  donbl  is* 
eludiJ^  Hariamne ;  and  a  period  of  feasting  and  T051I 
uatiseiDenta  followed.  All  enmity  against  Aristtibiilns  bul 
qiparvntly  subsided.  Herod  treated  tne  yoong  man  wit^  a 
•emh1ani;«  of  coreeeing  fondness,  only  too  likely  to  renort 
tuspicion  both  ^im  Mnriamno  and  her  brother.  Alexaadn 
henielf  seems  at  that  time  to  hare  suspected  nothing  eriL 
The  skita  over  their  head,  and  the  distant  horiion,  all  wen 
ei&iling  in  elondless  blue  and  gloving  sunshine,  when  the  boft 
fell  with  a  shock  and  horror,  a&  if  indeed,  nuturc  had  thaodand 
ftom  bur  very  smiling  calm,  and  hurled  a  (h-ntb-bolt  fimn  bcr 
sunlit  fiky.  Tlie  young  prince  had  quitted  the  palacv  in  am- 
pany  with  the  sovereign  and  their  re.spcctivc  attendmnte ;  and 
wnnilezvd  carcle.wly  along  the  gardens  and  pastarea,  till  thty 
Deared  some  spacious  ftih^onds.    The  day  was  sultry,  and  tnaaf 

?ilungctt  into  the  refri?«1)ing  waters,  to  indulge  in  the  luxury 
truly  so,  in  the  scorching  East)  of  bathing.  At  first,  ths 
Toung  prince  luul  stood  aloof,  amused  at  the  vsTtom  manu-iivns 
in  the  art  of  swimming,  displayed  by  his  attendants,  but,  in- 
Btigatt'd  by  Herod  to  tiy  his  skill  also,  willingly  joined  tb«n. 
Twilight  was  advancing,  but  still  the  sport*  continurd,  till 
from  the  closing  darkiies^  a  wild  cry  reitounded,  and  tlim  > 
tulTocating  moan,  and  then,  a  shout  from  many  ToioM,  "iot 
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help,  the  prmce  was  dro^Tmng  :"  but  it  CAIM  tOO  Ute.  Th* 
DU&fures  of  tbe  t.vraiit  ami  his  fieoiUsh  li«Ip4n  lud  been  too 
well  taken,  uad  the  liaplcM  youtli  «tu  ouiiTqrcd  bomq  to  h'la 
distnoted  reUtive^  a  lifeless  corp.t(.',  not  three  hours  after  he 
bad  qniUed  theai,  mdiant  !ii  loveliness  aod  life.  A  violent 
dtAth  ia  always  fearful  to  the  bereaved  Gurvivore ;  and  how 
donblv  aggravated,  whun  traced  to  relentless  murder !  The 
actual  cauwi  of  the  young  man's  dentb  must  certaiuly  ti&ve 
tianspiTed,  obo  Joscphus,  who  generaUy  tries  to  exonerate 
Herod,  wonld  not  so  decidedly  have  attributed  this  murder  to 
bim.  As  deep  and  universal  as  had  been  the  love  and  sym- 
pathy vhich  he  had  ioBptrcd  at  the  altar,  so  deep  and  universal 
was  the  affliction  at  his  toss.  Eveiy  family,  to  use  the  (in  this 
instanee)  expressive  trords  of  the  historian,  "looking  on  this 
calamity,  not  as  it  belonged  to  another,  but  tiat  one  of  tht>n*- 
aehit$  vxu  slain."  How  inexjiietBible,  how  harrowing,  muiit 
th«&  hare  been  the  agony  of  Iiid  motber  and  nster ;  and  in  the 
l»tt«r  bow  awfnlly  heightened,  by  tlie  scoroely  restrained  voice 
of  publto  indignadon,  pointing  to  her  husband,  as  his  ruthless 
aordeter.  Hon  many  circumstanoos  must,  in  those  moment* 
of  agODj,  have  returned  to  the  heart  of  Maiiamno,  itartUngly, 
•ppalliDgly  convincing  of  the  foundations  for  these  rumoura. 
Horod  hud  in  truth  wept,  in  fearful  agitation,  as  the  body  of 
th<'  youth  was  exposed  before  him ;  but  tliere  are  momenta 
when  the  vision  of  the  soul  is  oicarer  than  hcretofort — when 
bumdQ  agony  is  such,  that  semblances  which  successfully  de- 
ceived before,  cast  down  their  robes  of  falsehood,  and  appear 
nalced  in  their  own  hideousneM — and  so  it  probably  was  with 
Mariamno.  Tears  and  agitation,  which  a  moment  of  less 
BufTerlug  might  have  so  deceived,  as  to  lead  her  to  her 
hunbaud's  boHom  for  ooneolation,  now  spoke  tbe  language,  not 
of  tfrUf  fur  bereavement,  but  remorse  and  horror  for  the  deed ; 
revisiled  him  not  numnur  but  murdtrer.  Where  was  tJie  to 
turn  in  that  deep  ugooy  ;  her  mother  had  concealed  her  utter 
deaolutjon,  her  uiuMtooate  cravings  for  nivenge,  under  an  ex- 
terior of  such  chilling  despiur,  that  how  might  she  give  com- 
fort 1  He,  whom  she  had  loved  longest  and  best  on  earth,  ay, 
even  better  than  bcr  husband ;  for  Hcrod'i  was  not  a  oharwter 
ta  to  concentrate  all  alTcction  in  himself,  that  the  silver  links 
of  natural  affection  had  been  dulled  before  it ;  her  brother  in 
blood,  in  love,  in  the  proud  glurieti  of  their  race  and  heritage, 
lie  lay  in  bis  cold  grave ;  and  dark  suspicions  &II«d  W  ^uimX, 
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that  the  onlr  other  hoing  m  the  wide  world  whom  h« 

^«pirit  oould  liave  loved,  wae  that  brother's  murderer ! 

to  her  were  the  uu^ificent  hononra  irbich  were  Uvblifd  m 

hia  aenseless  remains,  but  aa  a  mockery  to  th«  dc«d,  aod 

trinmiih  to  the  Hring,  that  the  last  ohstacle  to  hie  ambitiM 

■iraA  Tt'iDored  ?    If  thus  it  was  ooaaidered,  eren  by  the  fidtk 

I. multitude,  whose  opioion  maguiScence  aod  show  getxnD; 

1  guide  where  a  sovereign  wills,  can  we  donbt  that  it  wu  thin 

[iCoiwidered  by  the  bereaved  and  agonised  sister,  to  whom  tht 

riTat«  chancier  of  Herod  must  have  been  more  ungnaidedlj 

JifJayedl    She  had  been  too  younf;,  too  innocent,  too  ot»- 

^ding,  to  beoome  aware  of  it  before  ;  but  nketi  awnlumed  bj 

«  flsith  of  agony  Iilte  this,  how   might  the  coiiGdenoe,  1^ 

guilder  trust  vf  goulh  rx-tura.    Sbe  hud  lived  Uttlc  more  tlua 

twenty  yuan :   but  alie  waa  now  ALOm,  and  in  that  wdi^ 

dwell*  AOB. 

Martamne's  riceii  nfHictioii  was  visiUe  only  in  her  change  of 
bearins  towardi  tier  litmbiiiul,  and  the  moomliil  otRiRg  tt 
individual  chnracler.  But  Alexandra's  ansuish  couldliavcao 
teit,  no  \K*ce,  till  Umi  in  tlie  wild  Wish,  and  matured  mcMuni 
for  rcvvnge.  Till  r<^u«<>ii  regained  ascendancy,  her  a^ftay  wm 
such,  lliat  suicide  seemed  the  only  relief ;  but  then  o«in«  tbi 
desire  to  live,  cren  to  prolong  life,  till  vcngcanoe  wm  oeoof 
plishcd ;  and  so  to  prolong  life  demanded  all  poesibla  cut,  If 
neither  word  nor  act,  to  offend  tlcrod,  wlioso  nuMranaiov 
cruelly  would  not  spare  her,  more  than  her  son.  To  ocoetn 
him,  ttiereforv,  ■^ns  that  semblance  of  belief  in  his  profeeeil 

£'ef  assumed,  which  must  so  have  chilled  the  htttrt  of  hit 
nghter — an  apparent  satisfaction  from  the  hononiB  awarM 
to  her  boy  in  death — an  impenetrable  coDcealtnont  of  ev«T 
RiauicioD  that  murder,  not  accident,  had  defmved  her  of  ha 
child,  marked  her  outwurd  i^onduct^  while  in  secret  she  wnU 
to  Cleopatra,  detailing  the  whole  affair,  tad  oui^aritig  fan 
influence  to  bring  Herod  to  ju.itioe. 

^Vith  all  her  ueakuenittn,  all  her  faults,  the  Eg)'ptiaii  qVMii 
appears  fully  capable  of  woman'*  kindest  feelings.  IcdigoaDt 
at  the  treacherou.4  action,  and  fympnthisiug  deeply  in  tlit 
mother's  agony,  Ck'Opatra  never  n»tcd  till  she  nsd  pre- 
Tailed  on  Antony  to  summon  Herod  before  hiin,  and  deGml 
himtdf  from  an  accusation  so  fraught  with  treacbtry  aaJ 
homir.  As  this  command  was  not,  however,  sent  until  Antonf 
naa  in  Liiodicca,  the  year  following  the  murder,  some  mnatbi 
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eiHSt  lure  «li^)ied,  vliicU  Il^>hably  removed  all  mispicion  of 
AU-xivntlra  lurin{[  been  coiiL-cnicd  in  tlie  cliiu-f^.  We  onljr 
nnd  of  Herod  bvicig  in  Kreat  ttrta  nf  the  ttccu.sntioD,  and  of 
ClcopntTii's  known  ilUwilt  tciwimis  hiui,  Hiui  he  Rospecttd 
Alttundn  M  the  uriginittDr,  we  citnnot  doubt  bat  that  liur 
dwth,  either  br  «ccrut  munler  or  public  cxucittion,  would  iu- 
kstontly  li&ve  followed. 

f  Finding  it  im|H»sible  to  evade  the  sumnKins,  Herod  left  tbe 
ohaige  of  hi«  kingdom  to  his  unole  Joeeph,  a£  procurator  of 
I  ^e  government.  With  this  public  wace  ho  connected  a 
private  one ;  the  extraordinary  coiitmaod  that  if  Antony 
j^fhould  condemn  him  to  death,  Joseph  would  instantly  aUy 
^Klifariamne,  i^viag  as  his  ost«naib!e  reason,  that  he  had  so 
^■teuder  an  all'ection  for  his  wife,  that  he  could  not  bear  the  idea 
'  of  her  becoming,  after  his  death  the  wife  of  any  other  man. 
Joeepb  proinieea  compliance,  and  Herod  dep&rted. 

The  historiaoi  of  this  ^riod  appear  to  believe  in  Herod's 
revealed  reason  for  wiiihmg  the  death  of  hia  wife,  uu)  lay 
I       jreat  stress  on  the  deep  luve  he  bore  hor.     Love !    Can  it  be 
possible  that  sober,  leasoninfc  men,  louking  bock  on  ihcn 
«veut«,  tracing  the  whole  character  of  thL*  man  a«  on  ft  takp 
before  them — beholding   not  one  aoftenin^  feeling,  not  one 
oumnn  emotion,  not  one  pitying  paiwc  in  hi*  mtldtitg  car«eiv— 
pcrc^iviti;^'  lliut  hiH  every  aim,  intent,  dfiurc,  a^t  from  in- 
dividual a(:grundiNOmMit,  was  the  ilenationaliaation  of  Jndoft 
I       —to  iucorpiTikte  it  with  thu  htuLthen  kingdoms,  and  increwdng 
his  own  power,  cxtvmiiiiaU  its  peculiar  people  from  Um  &oe 
of  tbe  earth — can  it  be  poMtble,  we  repent,  that  thoughtful 
L^jud  reaflOBing  men,  who  ut  this  distance  of  time  can  look  back 
^Knritfa   much   clearer  ken  on  thu  records  of  tbe  past,  than 
^B  those  historians  but  lately  removed  from  the  scenes,  and  per- 
Bonngcs  of  whom   they   write,  can  yet  adopt  thu  views  of 
jfosephns,  simply  because  he  wrot«  thorn,  and  believe  that  love 
could  ever  have  actuated  Ilerod  in  commanding  the  death  of 
bis  wife,  or  have  guided  his  intercourse  with  her  while  ahfl 
Jived  i    Jealousy  and  selfishness  might>  indeed,  have  appealed 
■to  bia  own  heart  like  love,  but  the  reality  would  have  oictated 
differently.     He  miglic,  indeed,  in  bis  aelliah  tyranny,  have 
^K  rceolved  that  elie  should  never  give  to,  nor  receive  hanpiDeas 
^f  from,  any  other  man  ;  hut  if  we  judge  of  him  accuriiiug  to 
^^  Ilia  character  and  acts,  there  was  yet  another  and  deeper 
cetuoti.     Ue  cotild  not  bear  tbe  thought,  that  the  Aaaanum^ 
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tacUoa,  whom  he  so  Iutt«<l,  so  opprcssod,  so  soaght  to  eztau , 
minute  in  life,  should  obtain  uceoduu^  on  his  ditwnfAll,  wid 
rule  that  land  which  he  had  destined  for  faiinsulC.  XUri^TKH^ 
wu  BOW  ahaoBt  its  sole  repreMHtativc,  with  the  exocptioiK^ 
tbs  s^  Hyrcanus,  who,  tlioogli  unfitted  for  th«  office  oE 
high  prieit,  might  yet  rule  as  Govercign — uid  his  kiosiwii,  ths 
flgn.-t  of  Bftbaft.  Of  the  exiatocioe  of  these  tut,  Herod  wit 
ignorant,  haviug  years  before  commanded  their  death. 

Herwl  cvuld  not  have  doubtinl,  that  OD  the  cveat  of  Ui 
death,  Mnriamne  would  instantly  be  aokDOw1edg«d  sovervigs. 
The  cu8tuiDit  of  the  country  had  alnady  providul  examples  o( 
a  wifa  succeeding  her  hunband ;  nor  wiu  it  likely  this  rate  wtmU 
be  waived,  whcii,  as  in  the  com  of  Martamnc,  it  was  the  wiltL 
and  not  the  huttband  who  powcwcd  Ugal,  hereditary  ua 
national  right  to  the  goTernmcnt.  Wtuoi  we  reflect  on  IIm 
extreme  jc&loiisy  which  Ilerod  bore  towards  all  the  Aamaumm 
— ^t  ho  never  permitted  an  opportunity  to  pam  withon; 
eatting  them  off— we  have  surely  some  foandation  for  tht 
belief,  that  the  jealoutii  of  ambition,  quite  as  deeply  as  tlit 
ieatoiuy  o/love,  actuated  Ileiod  in  hia  detenni nation,  that  if 
ne  died,  MafiamneBhoitld  die  with  him.  ^e  could  not  conqqtf 
tlie  hated  thought  cif  beholdinjj  her  ruling  orer  a  loviotf  bhI 
obedient  people  in  his  sbesd,  oonrted,  followed,  perouaiM 
Dnit«<l  to  iinu  of  her  own  race,  willing  and  esger  to  join  her  b 
every  elTort  to  elevate  Judea  to  her  own  ezcluiiive  bolineaaaJ 
pristino  gloty. 

This  uuilyiu*  of  the  motives  of  Herod's  barbarous  comouttd 
is  merely  onercd  to  our  renders  as  a  suggostiou.  Historiot  tt 
the  time  are  open  to  them;  and  far  mure  improving  sad 
satiKfactorr  is  it  for  them  to  read,  and  to  form  their  own  con- 
clufiiona,  than  adopt,  without  examination,  those  of  another. 

From  the  words  used  by  Josephua,  we  aiv  led  to  tmagiDS 
that  Mariamne  had  a  share  in  the  gorernment,  and  was  con- 
sulted by  the  regent  Josejih  on  all  ocenjiioui  "  But  as  Joeepb 
was  ministering  the  public  qfatrt  ofiht  kinfftlom,  and  vaifil 
that  rfoion  very  freiiueiitly  with  Muriiuiitiu,  both  bMoiui  iu 
butituti  required  it,  and  becansc  of  the  r«spect  bo  sought  te 
pay  to  the  queen,"  et«.  Now,  if  tiie  position  of  the  lih^v 
femftles  bad  been  what  we  are  generally  iDclioed  to  suppoee  i^ 
the  same  as  that  of  the  pretent  Ea^eern  females,  we  should  net 
find  this  very  important  passage.  'Ilie  linee  marked  iu  italio 
demonstrate  very  forcibly,  that   Iu«eph  wu  to  the  habit  of 
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MnRnItinf;  with  the  (lueen,  on  all  matters  of  biiRinpsa  ;  and  he 
did  so,  not  only  because  it  was  tA^  cutfom  <tftA^  country,  but 
ftlao  Jrom  hia  ^reat  reaiiect  towards  her,  a  respect  which  could 
not  have  been  excited  in  the  respeclive  ngea  and  nrlatioti  of 
uikcla  and  niece,  if  intellect,  and  wisdom,  and  difpiity  tiad  not 
been  added  to,  and  enhanced  the  exceeding  beauty  and  gnu:* 
which  she  bo  eminently  ponened. 

Had  any  modern  or  Kuropeao  hiittnnan  penned  the  wntoncs 
««  hare  quoted,  tbi  importance  would  not  riATc  been  so  great; 
but  coming  from  JoHcphuit,  intimately  acqiinintcd  ns  he  was, 
with  the  manners  and  ciL*tom*  of  the  Jews  of  that  day,  it  is  a 

ewerful  proof  of  the  perfect  equality  of  the  Jewish  female, 
th  in  her  domt^ic  and  social  poeition.  Hod  it  not  been 
Jnite  customary  for  Euch  rcforcnce  to  the  wife  of  the  sovereign 
uriDg  hb  absence,  the  visits  of  Joseph  must  have  excited,  not 
only  private,  but  public  saspicion,  ana  called  for  animadversions 
from  the  historiau  :  instead  of  which  h«  dcscribo^  it  quits 
aaturally,  as  a  usual  and  common  occurrence :  and  furthermore, 
declares  Salome's  accusations  to  be  a  fp-otindlesa  calumny, 
whose  only  foundation  was  individual  hate. 

These  facts,  trifling  as  they  seem,  should  be  remembered, 
when  we  are  told  that  the  condition  of  the  Jewish  females  was 
so  degraded  and  enslaved.  Jose|jhus.  individually,  may  hava 
a  mean  oninion  of  the  sex ;  hut  his  whole  histor>',  by  an  atmoet 
Kmarkabie  thumph  of/acU  over prl^^u^ie^^s,contniict»  himself 
and  suppliea  us  with  unaunwerable  evidences  of  the  truth  of 
oar  theory. 

Apparently  anxious  to  increase  Marinmne's  love  for  her 
husband,  or  mther,  perhaps  to  remove  the  cold  restraint  whi«h 
had  marked  her  conduct  towanls  him  since  her  brother's  dew^ 
Jottph  never  allowed  an  opportunity  to  pass  without  allodins 
to  tlte  strong  affection  Herod  bore  her.  Mariamne  herself 
appears  to  have  listened  to  these  professions  in  silence.  That 
love  was  strange  and  doubtful,  which  oidy  manifested  itself  lu 
individual  passion,  wholly  regardless  of  her  feelings,  as  sister, 
daughter,  and  Asmoofean :  but  complaint  of  Iterod  nevtt 
paamd  her  lips.  Hera  was  that  tme  spiritual  dignity,  wbidt 
nerer  stoops  to  reveal  to  othera  her  own  sufferings,  when  tbs 
originator  of  these  sufferiuRs  was  her  husband. 

Alexandra,  however,  listened  to  tlietw  sjieechea  in  a  Tery 
different  spirit,  and  n-plied  with  such  satirical  scepticism,  that 
loeeph,  in  his  anxious  desire  to  prove  the  depth  and  «s.twtA.  <A 
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his  Dephew's  love,  indratioiuly  rcTcalcd  his  laat  ooDBniaiid,  i 
au  uiuuiswenbli:  evidvoco  how  doir  she  trta  to  him,  that  ha 
could  not  bear  to  «epnrat«  liimMlf  from  lii-r.  even  iu  deotlL 

The  effect  of  thU  commanicatioa  on  Alexandra  maj  be 
fana^oed.  To  lose  her  only  remaining  child  for  the  gratifteraoa 
of  a  tytaat,  would  have  fa«en,  in  itself,  agoaistn|{  enoogh ;  bot 
Alexandra  *Aa  nev«r  actuated  by  such  feminine  enotiaBi 
alone  ;  she  hated  Herod ;  as  the  murderer  of  her  boy,  it  mi 
not  much  wonder.  She  was  enraged  and  indisnant  that  h* 
■hoald  possess  the  herita^  of  her  children  :  Iter  mind  *m 
never  quiet,  constiintly  echeming  and  iDtriguing  for  his  don- 
fall  ;  and  in  so  doing,  almost  always  comi>aa»iiig  the  ruin  cf 
her  own  family   in   liia  stead ;  and  this  faat  coamuod  riN 

rbaUy  oonceivcd,  as  we  have  done,  as  inatiffated  mooh  bmn 
hit)  hatred  of  Mariamne'a  raa,  than  his  lovo  for  h«r  acM 
indiviiiuaL 

But  her  endeavours  to  incite  Marlamne  to  revenge  upon  hff 
huaband  were  useless.  There  h  not  a  wngle  portiou  in  the  lift 
or  character  of  the  princess  which  can  permit  the  euppcatfai 
of  any  such  emotion  entering  her  nund.  even  for  a  monwoL 
What  she  felt  at  this  cuum-ind,  crcn  o»  from  ereiT  oUict 
aotioB  of  her  husband,  xhe  did  not  reveal :  but  how  fouful^ 
•nd  coldly  mu)t  its  dark  selfidincu  have  sunk  into  her  bout 
Life,  except  for  one  sweat  tie  (she  was  a  mother),  was,  tndetd, 
»  dream  of  anxirty  and  sorrow  ;  but  to  be  deprived  of  it  hr 
the  mandate  of  cruelty  and  violence,  was  no  thought  of  relid 
Did  no  personal  considerations  mingle  with  it  (and  they  sMit 
have  done),  her  cliildren  called  upon  hor  to  Uvie  for  thaaa ;  tui 
by  the  sweet  emotions  they  inspired,  illuiuined  tlie  bean 
darkness  round  her.  How  could  she  feel  towards  a  b(ubui( 
capable  of  issniog  such  a  command  >  What  most  have  beti 
the  teiTor  nnd  anxiety,  her  daily  portion  till  she  coald  receiTC 
tidings  of  Herod's  fat«  7  And  yet  ve  read  of  neither  word  not 
uetf  even  in  that  horrible  position,  derogatory  to  the  beaatifal 
eDdnrisg  consiateucy,  which,  to  the  very  lost,  her  cbaiaetst 
dtcfplaved. 

And  even  when  the  rejtoit  canie  that  Herod  bad  htm 
extOQted,  the  idea  of  Kcelting  the  proteotioD  of  the  Bomaiu 
originated  with  Alexandra,  not  with  the  one  nioet  imnraL 
TliHt  Marinmne  should  adopt  tlie  plan,  wu  natural,  brhet 
children's  sake  as  well  lu  her  own ;  for  hov  might  she  bear  ths 
tliuught  of  leaving  them  to  the  oifu  of  Cypres  and  S^l^)Bl^ 
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rlio  woold  not  acroti^e  to  gntify  on  th«in  the  biittett  thq*  bora 
^  lawlf  I  How  eUc,  in  tact,  wm  slie  to  i>re«en«  her  life  f  She 
seeded  not  the  motive  nttributed  to  her,  in  eonjunctioH  with 
her  mother,  to  ]e«d  her  to  the  Eomau  camp.  lU-r  own  pcotila 
-wouhl  lukve  bees  auflicienb  proteotioD.  ooold  she  have  appealed 
to  them  :  but  hov  could  that  be.  wncn  alio  was  mrrouDdcd, 
Almott  impriwncd,  by  the  tdativc*  and  ereaturea  of  Herod, 
whose  bidding  to  them  wu  abaoluto.  even  in  his  duAth  i 

Tiiitt  Muriiuniic  looked  to  her  pcr«oiia]  influence  with  the 
licentious  Antony,  to  protection  and  benefit,  is  dJoprovcd  by 
the  whole  tenor  of  Iter  tifv.  A  single  impure  thought  would 
have  prevented  that  perfect  defence  from  all  c&Iummoua 
chargetL  which  so  sutt&ficd  tho  jealous  Herod,  that  even  he 
demaDoed  nothing  further  than  her  simple  word.  Not  even 
tbs  most  pr^'udioeil  cnn  fling  a  doubt  upon  her  name;. 

That  Alexandra  ur^cd  her  to  seek  the  Roman  camp,  becauae 
she  looked  to  her  child's  inSueace  with  Antony,  we  believe, 
thongh  we  ahvddcr  as  we  do  eo ;  for  such  a  thought  waa  in 
«xact  accordance  with  her  previous  unnatural  pruoeedinff,  of 
Garwarding  to  him  the  pictures  of  her  cbiMren.  But  even  trotn 
•nd)  an   influence — a  mother's   influence— MariamncV  own 

SnritT  and  innocence  was  her  innriDeiable  shield,  Ali-XAiidra 
area  not.  could  not  have  breathed  such  a  thou){ht  to  her ; 
and  wai^  therefore,  content  to  work  in  secret.  Bitt  her  plana 
were  frtutmted  by  news  from  Herod  htm.'»elf,  contradiotinff  the 
report  of  ha  d<.-^ith,  and  containinit  a  flourinhiiiK  uooount  ol 
his  favour  with  Antony;  who  nut  imly  (»tabIi»lR-<)  his  ah«olut« 
autliority,  lut  sovcrcigQ  of  Judea,  but  reproved  Cleopatn  for 
bcr  intcrfennoo.  No  alluaion  to  the  murder  of  Anstobnlui 
Appears  to  have  been  made  on  either  side ;  and  terribW  must 
ibave  been  the  pang  of  such  omiasion  to  Alcxnodm. 
^  Wliilo  these  events  were  paasing,  Salome  had  not  been 
inwardly  idle,  though  compi-lled,  outwardly,  to  be  on  terms  of 
intimacy  witii  her  brother's  wife.  It  was  impossible  for  tlie 
lofty  cliaracter  of  the  A*jnonroan  princess  to  condeec«nd  to 
treat  as  an  equal  and  friend,  one  whose  real  chataeter  her 
ucnetratioD  had  probably  fiiUy  discovered,  and  whose  disUlce 
Salome  had  never  takc^o  any  pains  to  conceal.  Josepbna  tdla 
OS,  Salome  "  bad  a  long  time  borne  her  ill-will ;  for  when  they 
h;ul  diseouri^d  with  one  another,  Mariamne  took  groat  freedom, 
and  reproached  the  rest  for  the  meanneKi  of  their  birth."  The 
tvat  fn^dum  of  such  reprusches  we  must  coufeu  oun«Lx«ft 
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iacaiuble  of  dtscorcrinff.  It  had  i>n>babl]r  been  dminf  tbeit 
mntual  reeidcnoc  at  Mnod*,  m  wu  before  stated ;  vim 
Maiianine  was  n  mere  ^irl,  ami  worked  upon  by  the  exanpli 
of  her  mother,  aod  the  prcjudiooof  her  own  education,  to  look 
down  somewhat  scoTDialfy  on  Idumnan  proeelyteB.  Hat 
Salome  had  a  "  l<mg  tinte  borne  li«r  ill-will,"  evidently  refca 
to  that  distant  period,  the  stin^  of  which  still  raoUt^ 
ineRAsed  by  the  haaghty  reserve  which  had  probably  marknl 
the  qaeen's  conduct  towards  her  siace.  It  was  not  to  the 
nster  of  her  husb&nd.  Jlariamne  coald  breathe  the  asotund 
•uqHcioD  of  her  brother'a  murderer  ;  not  to  Salome  she  oouM 
renal  lorrovs  aud  emotions  concealed  from  every  other.  We 
have  no  doubt  her  manner  was  cold,  nay.  eren  haughtjr  to  a 
ftttit :  wbeii  it  would  have  been  more  to  ner  inCere«t  to  htn 
ooneiliated.  But  we  are  wiiUng  not  of  angelio,  bat  of  hsmaa 
nature ;  and  that  «he  did  not  conciliate  either  Salome  (f 
Herod,  as  Joxephus  evidently  thinlu  she  ought,  is,  to  u,  a 
eonvincing  proof  of  the  coii^iHtent  upriglitnets  of  her  coodnci 
Wc  do  not  Tend  of  Alcxaiidn  inxpirmg  such  enmity  in  Cypm 
and  Salome  as  Mariamne ;  because  the  former  coald  Jiift, 
when  she  saw  it  was  her  interest,  both  forbcaranc«  and  ngm— 
the  latter  could  not.  That  she  thouzht  soniewhAt  too  unndh 
of  the  "  accidmit  of  birth  "  in  heraeu,  and  too  soomfully  of  it 
in  others,  was  the  fault  of  her  education,  not  of  herself. 

An  opportunity  had  now  arrived  for  Salome's  secret  |il«nt 
to  ripen.  Accompanied  by  her  mother,  who,  in  theae  schoite^ 
alwaj^  appears  just  that  secondary  tool,  which  an  actin 
vindictive  spirit  wonld  make  of  a  p&^ive  weak  one,  Solooi 
met  Herod  on  hU  return  to  Judea;  and,  informing  him  fint 
of  Alexandra's  intentions  to  seek  the  [iroteotiou  of  the  Romwik 
artfully  insinuated  that  Josei)h  would  no  doabt  have  aidM 
the  intention,  fillowed  by  a  direct  charge  of  dishonoanblt 
conduct  bftweeii  tiim  and  Mari.aniiie.  The (eclinosof  any  hub 
would  have  been  roused  by  this  calumny.  With  Heiod, 
iealonay  ccuenUly  maddened  him  into  a  fiend.  Bat  in  thil 
mstuce  he  acted  more  nobly  than  he  ever  did  before  or  after ; 
and  wonld  almost  persuade  u»,  that  ootUd  nich  a  feeling  b* 
ponible,  he  bad  moments  of  real  love  for  Mariamne  individaaUjr. 
He  appealed  to  herself  for  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  IM 
oolnmoy.  How  must  even  his  fierce  intricuin^  charaot«r  haw 
unoonsciously  acknowledged  and  loved  t^e  simple  troUi  tixl 
purity  of  his  wile,  that  even  in  such  a  moment  he  oould  ban 
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tnnied  to  her,  luid  {wrmittcd  thoEolemnsmuranceof  inooceace 
from  Her  lip»,  to  weiffb  ng»uist  the  uccu«atioiis  and  prooft  with 
which  Salume  ooct  nU  mother  sought  to  maddun  him  agunst 
her. 

'Th«  trae  diKoity  and  n&tunl  smiabilitv  of  Mwiuniie'B 
character,  aro  proved  by  her  conduct  in  tnis  interview.  A 
reallj'  haughty,  contentious,  and  scornful  woman  would  have 
used  tcproacnea,  soaK-ely  condescending  to  reply  to  such  a 
charge,  and  instead  of  soothing,  irritate  atill  anew.  Love  ber 
hmrauid  MariamDe  could  not,  but  she  knew  lier  dutyaa  a  wife. 
She  could  feel  that,  however  he  had  injured  her  fanul^  aod 
beritelf,  in  this  inKtanoo  he  did  her  at  le.tdt  thu  justice  to 
demand  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  charge  from  her  own 
li[H,  and  with  all  a  woman's  quickneaK  of  feeling,  have  felt  for 
hit  af^ny  under  Kuch  »  sii»i>iciion,  and  at  that  moment  felt  the 
might  love  liim  yot  a^iii.  Conquering  all  penonal  cmotioas, 
she  to  calmly,  s«  fully  exculpated  hcrwif,  that  Herod  wne  not 
only  convinced,  but  conjured  her  to  pardon  the  momentary 
eospicton.  Her  truth,  h«r  purity,  scorned  for  the  moment  to 
infuae  themselrcs  into  him,  and  to  arouse  his  better  nature. 
Professing,  and  by  caresses  endeavouring  to  manifest  unbounded 
a^ectioD  and  lirm  confidence  in  her  fidelity,  JoHophus  tells  us, 
that  he  sought  to  "draw  from  her  a  bke  confidence  in  himself," 
words  very  convincing,  that  Mariamnc,  even  while  she  vin- 
dicated herself,  never  loat  that  lofty  bearing  and  quiet,  gentle 
dignity,  which,  from  tlie  hour  of  her  brother's  murder,  had 
marked  her  conduct  Kven  to  her  husband  slie  never  stooped, 
JU  many  women  m  situated  would  have  done,  tu  feign  a  love 
and  CQufideuce  which  she  could  not  fu«l.  She  muithave  known 
that  her  Ufo  with  him  wim  in  constant  danger — a  word  niiclit 
be  her  dcath-diwm  ;  but  she  feared  him  not*  Strong  in  licr 
own  innocence  and  noble  virtues,  she  walked  on  her  way,  act- 
ing aa  honesty  dictated,  without  turoiiis  to  this  side  or  tu  that, 
or  fearing  any  peril  that  stroighlforwaraDCMi  might  briu^ 

Exactly  in  accordance  with  the  uncomptaiiiiug,  but  deeply 
feeling  sjiirit,  which  would  never  breathe  to  any  human  oar 
the  anguish  and  terror  which  Herod's  command  must  liave 
«xcit«d,  was  the  noble  remonstrance  which  bade  her  reply  to 
his  entr«aUc»  for  her  confidence  and  love,  "  If  the  command 
be  lud  given,  that  if  any  liarm  had  befallen  him  from  Antony, 
slic  who  iiad  been  no  uccAdiDn  of  it  should  periah  with  biiD, 
yen  indeed  a  proof  of  his  love  for  ber  I " 
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Even  had  &I10  known  thu  frils,  vrhicb  were  to  ipring  ftvm 
thb  v«rv  diDplo  question.  MuUniii«  could  not  have  jwmiitud 
iU  recollection  to  nuiklo  in  h«T  heart,  aad  wcivtly  poiion  ctot 
outmrd  demoRstntion  of  Hntid's  loro.  Touched,  in  tU 
probftbilicr,  at  his  unwonted  candour  toir&rda  hendf,  lier  *^ 
right  mind  shrank  from  oonoMUog  her  kunwledffe  of  his  went 
Qommud,  and  she  upeaded  to  nin,  in  the  same  conftcbif 
iipint  as  he  had  appealed  to  her;  but  the  effect  was  ««  diffsrtol 
OH  their  tcspectJTe  characters.  Ilerod  epmog  from  her  sidh  in 
a  burit  of  ancontrt^cd  fury.  Iler  truth,  h«r  purity,  all  pswed 
away  before  a  blase  uf  p(i%ion,  appnlhug  to  witiwaa,  and 
temble  to  feeL  Madly  bdicviDg,  that  nottiine  but  imprcmr 
intimacy  with  Joseph  could  have  called  for  such  a  1>rtrayal  <i 
•  eoumaiKl  imputed  to  hia  uncle  in  strictest  wnfideuce,  lit 
tuihed  npon  Mariamne,  with  his  drawn  sword,  and  would  ban 
•lain  her  on  the  spot^  had  not  the  calm  ana  dignified  eoo- 
pcwiie,  enhancing  her  extraordinary  beauty^  oven  at  snch  a 
■KHBeot,  disBmied  him  towards  henelf.  His  whole  nge  Ul 
en  Joseph  and  Alexandra ;  orderinj;  the  immcdiato  execatiM 
of  the  former  without  penuittiiijf  trial,  or  even  defence,  ud 
imprisoning  the  latter  with  eveiy  mark  of  ifpiominy  and  insnh. 

Wliy  his  rage,  on  this  occasion,  should  m  have  fallm  ea 
jUeiaodn,  appeam  rather  a  problem.  Ueaeems  entirely  to 
hftT*  orerlookoa  the  chari^  against  lier,  of  seeking  the  prolM- 
tioD  of  the  Romans,  and  to  have  impdioned  her  on  th!a  imptisl 
rapposition  of  being  aooeesory  to  the  didtonour  of  his  wifa 
'Wo  rather  ima^ne  that  ho  was  rejoiced  at  any  Ofipor* 
tunity  to  get  her  out  of  hiK  way,  without  coring  to  give  as; 
leason  for  eo  doing.  Nor  doce  it  appear  quite  clear  to  vu, 
that  (t^«r  the  fint  transports  of  hii  rage,  and  its  gratiKcatkB 
in  the  rcmovikl  of  two  obnoxious  inoiTiduals,  tnat  he  vnt 
senousl^  retained  any  ideftof  Mariomne's gnilt.  He  evidently 
lived  with  her,  and  lovi>d  her  (if  he  could  love)  as  before,  etA' 
ing  to  conciliftte  hor  at  every  opportunity  ;  as  tliua  tacitly 
allowing,  that  he  had  accused  and  condemned  her  wrongfuUy ; 
and  if  He  really  had  believed  hex  guilty,  this,  even  to  l^rad, 
would  have  been  inipossible. 

LBut  whatever  were  his  secret  feeltnos,  they  oould  hart 
brought  neither  rest  nor  comfort  to  the  deeply  wounded  spiiit 
oS  hu  injured  wife.  She  must  Have  felt  more  and  more  eoD* 
rinccd,  that  her  life  was  not  worth  a  day's  purchase.— 4ur 
honour  constantly  liable  to  be  attacked,  her  inoootnce  impos* 
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able  to  be  pmved,  for  neither  law  nor  defence  would  be  tUIowfid 
her, — compelled  to  nssocdAte  in  diily  intimitey  with  the  man' 
who  had  aotaaJly  drawn  his  flword  upon  her,  intuited,  vililicd,  \ 
uid  then  added  to  the  horror  with  wbioh  the  must  havt^j 
regarded  him,  by  daring  to  nrofeas  lore,  and  laviib  carccMS,  <^ 
In  n  wbicii  she  must  hare  alinink  ia  atmort  loathing, — her 
mntherinmiHoned,  degraded;  sod  though  Mnriamnc  was  com- j 
aci  ms  of  Alexandrn'ii  many  faults,  nhe  wiis  vet  her  mother  ti 
he    wont  qualities  were  hidiku  from  her  ciriirt  ; — the  power  of 
her  race,  toe  j[lory  of  her  ))t-i)pl«  piusing  st,vsi%y  befoiv  the  euc- 
e  aful  ambitaon  of  aii  Idumajan  usurper ;  the  laws  and  cuitoma 
f  h«r  oouotry  wholly  disregarded,  that  by  a  gradual,  yst  sun 
proccM,  the  mannert  and  customs  of  heathen  nations  should 
take  their  place ; — it  was  impossible,  that  to  an  Asmonwaa, 
the  last  pure  unmixed  scion  of  that  niiMe  race,  such  fcolinM 
flbooM  be  unkiKiwn  :  nnd  what  then  muHt  hnvo  been  tlie  hap*3 
TOwing  trials  of  her  inward  and  outwani  life  I    Tet  we  ie«d  of' 
DO  maQircstAtion  of  her  inten.«e  suffcrinK,  no  Eecret  intriguM, 
.  BO  Mtblic  npiicfils,  no  turning  U>  (equivocal  sources  of  enjoyment. 
to  Danish  tlic  misery  of  liumc.     No  1     Compared  with  the 
dark  machinations,  the  sitbtle  intrigues  of  Snlome,  Alexandra, 
and  Gypros,  she  stands  forth  in   untouched  and  untamialicd 
lustre,  as  some  pure  spirit  of  truth  and  light,  sent  upon  the 
oarth  to  whisper  that  even  in  the  blackest  and  most  appalling 
periods  of  human  depravity,  the  divine  essence  breathed  within 
ns  tnr  God  himself  still  has  ejcisteocc  :    often,  it  may  be  tn- 
visible,  but  still  there.     Historians  do  Manamne  no  justice. 
It  is  only  by  reflection  and  amdogy,  that  we  can  penetrate  the 
truth  concerning  her  and  other  characters  of  the  period ;  and 
dioinc  so  with  one  or  two,  bringinc  out  the  strong  lights  of  io- 
diridual  cftaraOer  against  the  dark  shadows  of  the  t}'rant 
aretmutancf, — comparing  what  if,  willi  what  might  be, — it  tt^ 
thus,  we  relieve  truth  in  its  crystal  purity  from  the  web  of  pr&> 
judice  and  superficialiam,  and  so  learn  the  important  leston, 
that  never  yet  was  human  nature  wholly  dark,  or  this  earth 
Itft  without  some  witneases  of  the  divinity  within  us.    A  m^re 
fliance  over  Josephos  and  other  histories  compiled  from  him, 
oufounds  Mariauine  with  the  intriguing  and  subtle  spirits, 
male  and  female,  by  whom  she  was  surrounded;  and  thus  it  is, 
tJiat  we  can  so  xeldom  diaceni  the  good  from  the  bod,  the 
divine  from  the  earthly,  and  we  condenin  all  as  equally  evil, 
•qnalljr  retrograding.     A  careful  study  of  history,  not  merely 
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with  the  views  of  tlie  writer,  bat  tuiog,  Inal;  ni 

_.  jr.  our  own  pnw«n  of  rellection  uid  snoloinr.  wmU 

^t6uh  (u  miii^i  to  fill  our  liearts  with  charity  and  Dopt,  tod 

[.J.   -1-^  the  rdnsbins  bith.  that  every  ideai,   oT  tbe  i» 

,  BUod,  iDftj  find  in  the  actcjU.  ita  origin  vid  eniL 

For  ftbout  fonr  y^v^  Mariamue  lived  so  (ar  in  peace,  tint 

no  attack  from  the  calumDy  at  female  hate,   or  firam  lb 

L.Tiolenoe  of  joalooa  panioD.  reached  her  individually.    Ha 

^riala  were  from  the  waroea  to  which  wi!  Iinve  already  alluded. 

How  foodlv  ia  thi*  iBtvrim  muM  her  duMilstc  heart  huive  cbast 

to  her  ehiMnw,  four  of  whom  now  called  her  mother.    IV 

.'  names  givco  to  her  aoiu,  rcrciU  the  love  home  by  her  to 

ISmt  owd  race  and  family.     All  Hiiod's  other  chilonn  had 

[jHuneB  lelatiTe  to  his  Idomnaa  desocot,  or  in  oompLinuit  to 

hb  Boman  allies.  It  was  not  likely  that  be  would  hjtve  ebom 

tbe  name  of  Aristohultia  for  one  of  his  sons,  laden  at  it  vw 

with  the  reoallection  of  his  murdered  vi«^ :  but  we  m«y  will 

I  imagine  the  fMliags  with  which  M&riamne  bestowed  it  on  Imt 

f.£rsUb(>m  —  how,   clingiDg  to  the  memoiy  of  a  brother  n 

'  beloved,  she  ahoald  seek  to  continue  the  aams  in  fa«r  mi 

family,  and  in  tlie  careswe  of  an  infant  ArisAobulua,  UnfA 

for  for^utfalnew  of  the  acony  which  attll  ling<;red  roQadw 

menii;ry  of  her  brother.  Heratoood  son,  she  named  Alonuk^ 

in  respectful  reeollcctiun  of  hei  bther.    Her  dswg^ten^  bta 

Afterwaids,  Salom^o  and  Cypro*,  do  not  appear  to  pOMOilki 

aane  dear  aasooiatioiu,— flbo  fiad  nu  female  relatioo  to  call  tx 

them  ;  but  wc  trace  how  her  memorj^  linsered  with  the  ds^ 

and  how  lonely  she  folt  amid  the  living,  id  the  oimpla  fiulcf 

the  names  (fivoo  to  her  sons. 

The  anoKeninc  intcllifi^nce,  the  infant  nnrrsnciu  of  fair 
children,  were  Mariamnes  only  scouicea  of  Joy.  She  pt> 
bably  looked  to  her  boy^  once  more  to  raiae  the  AsmoDMB 
name,  and  renew  the  national  glory  of  Jude* ;  And  had  sbl 
lived  to  rear  them  from  infancy  to  youth,  to  inatil  within  thcB 
Die  nobility  of  race  and  faith,  which  ahe  felt  and  manifMhed 
hcnulf,  Judca  would  have  wept  their  deaths  still  more.  M 
it  U^  though  Ari^lcjbulti!!  ootild  have  been  little  mot«  *.<i— 
six  when  nis  motlier  died,  we  can  trace  in  the  after-histdff 
of  both  the  }-oung  men,  the  lofty  beanue  and  proul  viitaa 
hereditary  to  their  mother's  race — even  though  their  Boail 
education  must  hare  deadened  cvorr  infiwt  inprMsioB  of 
thedr  pecoliai  religion  and  thoir  holy  Uod.    Poor  Tean  aAsr 
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lerod'a  injurious  conduct  towards  herself,  Maitanana 
J)ed  upou  to  mourn  the  death  of  her  la^t  male  relAtire,  tfa 
trmlas  and  aged  HjTcanus.     Whether  or  uot  Alvxaitdn's 
intrigues  had  really  urged  the  old  luau  to  suoh  uitiaBurea,  w 
gave  Herod  a  j>r«t«iice  for  ordering  his  aaxntioa,  or  wltetbe 
tbe  plot  were  Herod's  own,  only  to  f^C  rid  of  oat  vhoae  ctain 
to  t£e  orowD  li«  still  seemed  to  fear,  cannot  now  be  oomotlj 
aKertaiaed.    The  indalent  character  of  Hyrcanua  givea  wow' 
ooloar  to  the  latter  BuppoRition :  the  intrigues  and  r»tUn 
■pint  of  Alejuiulra,  autlioriae  tne  former.     From  whatever 
e*n>e<  the  kws  to  Mariamne  was  the  same,  and  it  widened  tbtf 
bnscD  between  ber  heart  and  ber  husband.    The  ireedom  en- 
tofed  by  Hyn:anus,  and  the  respect,  at  his  first  acoeawon,  prof- 
fend  to  him  by  Herod,  who  gave  him  lodging  at  the  palace,  and, 
board  At  the  king'.i  table,  bad  iirobably  t,'iven  Mariatniie  manj 
(^iportnnities  of  eojoyinji;  the  old  man's  society,  and  bound  be 
to  nim  still  more  clo^ly  tlian  their  consanguinity.     8hc  ooub 
sot  btTV  believed  the  charRes  brought  again.^t  him,  naj 
nintt  probably,  knim  that  they  were  faUe,  and  traoed  tb 
co&triTanoe  to  W  ambitious  and  ever-schemitig  htisbiind, ' 
faulding  in  tbem  yet  another  proof  of  Herod's  r«M>lv«  to  on 
every  rvmnoet  of  ber  race.     She  had  not,  however,  long  to 
in<lutge  in  grief.     Herod  was  at  this  period  anxious  to  oon- 
ciliate  the  youthful  conqueror  of  Antony,  Octavius  Cnsar,  «b 
WHS  Ukd   St  Rhixies ;    and  trembling,  aa   usual,  lest  tl 
popular  love  for  tbe  Asmoiiffians,  should  snatub  the  hoD 
govennent  ^m  Iii.t  hands,  and  give  it  to  Mariamne  and  h 
cbildrcD,  he  rewrted  to  the  cruel  expedient  of  separating  hb' 
wife  titm  htr  oaly  treasurea,  placed  them  under  the  oara  o( 
hia  own  mother  aiid  sister,  at  Maauda,  and  confined  MariamD* 
and  Alcjcandra  io  tbe  fortrewt  of  Alexandrina,  under  «hi 
of  Kin  trawurct  Josejib,  and  Sohemns  of  Itruria,  giving  to     _. 
latt«r  exactly  the  same  selfish  and  brutal  command,  ns  he  bwj 
eiven  to  his  uncle  Joseph  fire  ycais  previously,  that  if  bis 
death  mn  the  ootis^uence  of  his  dangerous  cxiwdition,  not 
only  Mariamne,  but  her  mother,  should  die  with  nim,  and  the 
kingdom  proceed  tn  his  brother  Pheoras,  regent  for  hiit  (Herod'i ' 
nna.    This  command  at  once  proves  that  not  Icivc.  but  an 
bition  and  hatred  of  the  Asmoniean  race,  were  his  real  motJTei,i' 
not  oaly  at  tli«  second  time,  but  at  the  first.    There  was  DOir 
DO  Antony  in  such  power,  as  to  unite  him.'ielf  to  the  wife  of  his 
victim.    UctAvius  Cssar  was  do  cbaracter  for  the  Kkxvk  «L 
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soefa  BO  alternative.  Bead«,  if  it  were  only  bis  kite  fa 
cftlled),  which  coold  not  bear  its  object  to  survive  bin,  mf 
command  the  death  of  Aliunuidr»  alao !  It  is  clear  UinmfllMt 
eltia  dark  domestic  history,  that  lore  for  Mariunne  m^MMMBf 
md  hatnd  of  her  u  an  A^montua,  wboee  oUims  to  tbt  tluoM 
of  lier  pK^e  were  coucinually  eoduigcriDg  his  own,  wan  *nf 
at  meh  fierce  internal  war,  th*t  he  oouM  oerer  defiiw  tnm 
vUrb  of  th«^  -^ifiiding  paaeiona,  the  modrea  of  his  aOatmt 
tpnog ;  lUi^  viic  iiidunians  are  therefon  equally  obttu^  gtrbg 
oRcD  to  lore  of  the  woniaD,  what  was  in  fact  ttothiDg  bal 
hatred  of  the  race. 

Tbero  i«  no  proof  more  oonTiocing  of  her  right  to  the  UiroDC 
which  Herod  occupied,  than  bis  detcrmiitation  that  she  ahoaU 
nerer  survive  him  t^  eojoy  it ;  love  held  bis  hand,  while  be 
oonld  rercl  in  her  exceeding  lorelitien,  but  when  she  oooJd  a* 
loiu^r  bo  \\K,  Kho  was  to  eharc  the  fate  of  all  ber  raee. 

Joeephns  is  aoiusinsly  astoiiu^ted,  that  Mariamae  oonld  fetl 
no  affection  for  her  biisband ;  uid  ijnitc  blamee  her  Cor  stt 
diBsenibling  her  dislike.  We  ebould  TmI  very  gratefVil  to  ur 
oae  who  would  bring  forward  a  single  instance  in  Mariaann 
hulesa  life,  where  love  for  Herod  on  her  T>art  wae  <ma  p» 
■ibl&  or  what  siucle  proof  he  ever  gave  of  his  exceading  an 
tea  her.  We  will  not  again  refer  to  sufferings  on  whuh  m 
have  already  dilated ;  but  ask,  if  aepaiataon  Tram  the  only 
beings  she  had  loved  on  ear^  and  Budi  impriso&inent  ta  i 
well-gainsoned  fortres,  as  utterly  nrereDtea  all  exerctw  et 
power,  and  privileges  of  rank,  wnicD  she  had  etnoyad,  wen 
any  slicing  proof  of  eonjugal  regard  T  In  Herod'a  pm4M> 
■twence,  he  had  liad  at  least  the  grace  to  awodate  nts  «ifl 
witli  his  uncle  in  the  govenimeut.  In  this,  JoMcphus  exurealr 
tells  ns,  "  that  they  Iiad  no  power  over  anything,  eiUier  v 
othcn  or  of  tlivir  own  nffiuis ;"  and  this  ho  need  not  haw 
written,  unless  oonsctous  that  they  both  had  the  right  and  tht 
will  to  execute  authority. 
^m  To  some  characters,  toe  injury  of  placing  her  children  nixkr 

^B  any  care  but  her  own,  would  have  swo^owod  up  all  othir 
^^  emotions.  But  Mnrianino  was  no  ordinan  woman.  To  Iht 
I  heart  it  was  not  only  maternal  suflenng :  the  crad  depriratini 

r  of  her  privileges  was  in  direct  dtsrogard  of  tlie  ouetoms  lad 

L  bsbits  of  her  people,  who  in  every  stage  of  their  eventful  bisbxy. 

^L  gave  to  mothers,  and  mothers  only,  the  education  of  both  torn 
^^^^jnd  daughten.    It  «sa  an  insult  as  wdl  ae  a  Bonroe  of  p«««soal 
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nffertDfc,  nfu^vsting  not  teaBcniiif;  tlie  defnd«tion  of  In* 
prunumeDt.  Had  h«r  ohildTen  been  atill  with  her,  the  woald 
not  h&Te  »gard«<l  her  reMd«nee  at  Alezandriiia  as  uiything 
mora  than  a  meaoure  of  Recuritj.  But  when  nbe  felt  ncn«ff 
dvprivMl  of  a  privilege  K<^iit«d  to  the  meaneiit  of  her  Kubjectn, 
to  watchtd  and  guarded,  t>iat  she  had  aearcvly  the  liberty  of 
««re)en  apeeeh,  wu  it  lunrvd,  waa  it  out  of  iinttirv,  tbnt  htr 
prnad  Asmonamn  blood  dci-^'iiod  the  injiirvd  fceUDgs  ol  Om 
wife  aod  mother,  and  that  (rum  tbnt  hour  she  dimIo  iio  further 
efforts  to  h>7«  her  husband  i 

Yet  still,  true  to  the  bcnutiful  dignity  of  bcr  womanly 
thancter,  MftTiamne  dtficroded  to  neithor  intrigue  oor  rcveogc. 
Her  winning  beauty  and  graceiul  maDncr,  so  fascinatod  all 
vho  DrgiroMhed  her,  even  her  keepers,  creatures  strong  in 
Ilerod  X  ooa6dence  and  favour,  thnt  had  she  ever  attempted 
to  obtain  her  riehts  by  ao  nppeni  to  the  people,  there  does  not 
Mem  a  doabt.  that  she  wotiM  tdtimately  have  obtained  them  ; 
all  Herod's  uiagnificeoce  id  building,  in  connectjon  with  forifigD 
potentates,  baa  not  made  hiui  ])0[)ular.  He  was  endured  far 
more  for  hi:<  A^anooKan  wife  tbitti  fur  hini.self,  and  hundreds. 
aye  tliAUMtitU,  amid.it  the  Jewish  iieople  would  have  Quckea 
tound  Mariamne,  hiul  ithe  but  uplifted  hvr  standard  in  oppo- 
•ition  to  th«  authority  of  Herod.  But  Klie  waa  far  too  esaen- 
ttally  and  cxqiiiintely  feminine,  to  plunge  the  nation  into 
renewed  w«r  and  miseiy  for  her  sake  j  fw  too  truly  noble,  to 
make  hcT  private  angtiish  a  theine  of  publicity  and  bhiod,  or 
rev«al  to  olherv,  snvi-  Herod's  self,  the  loss  of  affMtiun  which 
bia  sets  hod  caused.  We  nerer  hc4r  a  syllable  of  conipUint  J 
or  reproach,  save  boldly  and  openly  to  himself.  Her  duuracter 
changed  not  an  atom  of  it»  gentle  dignity,  its  forbearing  en- 
durance. Moucbt  of  irritatioo.  soumeBB,  or  that  coiwcimwimmj 
tff  injury,  which  some  women  love  to  reveal,  as  proving  theiu 
nartviB,  marks  her  conduct.  Sorrow  could  not  make  her 
•elfisD  :  painful  as  it  ia,  when  the  heart  is  aching  in  its  oua 
nnceaaiiu  anguish,  to  think  of  pteaain^  othen  even  by  daily . 
words  aad  oomraon  manner ;  yet  even  in  this  lowly  duty  tibe'' 
did  not  fail. 

SohemuR,  like  her  prevtouK  guardian  Joseph,  was  unable  to 
retain  the  cniel  command  of  Herod,  when  in  preMDoe  of  il~ ' 
intended  victim.    Though  at  lir*t  rtem,  and  rewtved 
Kouiin  fiiilhful  to  his  mast<-r,  his  detcmii nation  faded  away 
before  the  fascination  of  Mariamne,  who,  wvVhotiV  «».')  <A»tt. 
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on  hn  nwn  ittrt,mn  evetr  heut  that  still  retained  Um  motiaiii 
of  liiitDiuiity.  Even  Joeephns's  pnJDdi«ed  aod  ootitmltctiity 
aooomit,  aWlvea  Mariainne  ^lu  any  undue  iDflacoos  oftr 
SohciDUA.  He  was  evidently  at  first  led  to  »lirink  fmiD  ob^ 
ing  Hend's  iDJunction,  simply  from  the  imfailing  gentleiMn 
of  Iver  mumer,  in  tbeir  daily  tnt«rcouTi)e.  TIwd,  imaeining 
thnl  Ht-rod  would  not  obtaiu  the  confinnation  of  hta  ftntSontji 
from  Citctar,  he  became  anxious  to  conciliate  the  queeo ;  co»- 
Tinccd  that  if  she  did  survive  her  htubaud,  "she  would  ^vc 

,  him  abundaDt  recompense  "  for  lus  fidelity  to  hcnelf— for  eIm 
odd  not  be  overlooked  in  the  settling  of  the  government,  m 
i*  mwi  eitAtr  rtign  AmeU",  vr  be  vers  '>'^  '^ot  fAcU  nigiui. 

fBc  hoped  also  that  his  inlonmng  her  of  the  chargo  sntrnsud 

'  to  him,  and  of  his  determinatioD  At  all  hazardit  to  disobey-- 
wmild  obtAin  him  &vour  even  if  Herod  di<l  retain,  by 
Idariainae's  inflnenee  obtiiiniiig  for  him  some  honourable  port. 
This  conviction  that  Klariamne  mnst  reign  henelf  in  cm* 
of  Herod's  death,  or  be  very  near  those  that  did,  meoaisg  bv 
BODS,  in  pref'TCDCo  to  their  elder  half-brnther  Antipkter,  provn 
in  what  light  shi?  was  in  reality  regarded  bf  tbe  Dtople  in 
general,  and  contimis  our  suj^XMition,  that  had  ahs  fieeo  cm>- 
atituted  like  her  intriguing  mother  and  go  raised  tbe  baoMt 
of  rc-venge  and  revolt,  she  would  have  found  vety  cuiiy  IS 
Bup|iort  ner  cause.  It  tells  us.  too.  that  her  being  i  fernale  va 
110  nay  interfered  nith  her  right  of  heritage  in  the  «stimatioa 
of  her  per.jjle  ;  and  this  is  an  important  evidence  of  wooui'i 
social  poaition  at  that  period. 

The  infonnation  of  SohL-mua  could  searcely  have  be«n  s» 
expected,  though  it  could  not  fail  to  alienate  Mariunoe  fron 
Herod  yet  more.  Her  motlicr,  too,  tras  to  share  her  fate  :  the 
tyrant  was  not  content  with  one  victim.  How  was  it  poSGsbIs 
she  could  regard  his  pnifc-seinna  of  afTcctioo  as  meaning  an^ 
but  hypocrisy  and  guile  ?  How  tnist  to  tliem,  when  it  watie 
clearly  evident  that  )io  could  never  rest  till  every  acion  of  bs 
race  had  been  cut  olf  >    How  mwX  her  fond  liesit  bavaelaM 

'  to  the  recollection  of  hcf  children,  thus  doomed  to  be  unatflhlil 
from  tbem!     And  leaving  them  to  audi  a  father]     If  «■ 

[reflect  but  deeply  on  her  potition,  we  surely  cannot  ogiM  with 
Milman,  as  to  the  difficulty  of  deciding  "  what  ought  to  Lav* 
been  her  focliDgt  ami  her  conduct." 

Herod  relumed — crowned  with  succcw.  Octavius  Otm 
bad  confinaed   bim  in  pu»u»ion  of  Judca — aoc«pt«d  hit 
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fri«Ddshiph  and  diRniHWil  him  with  distingniahed  honours. 
The  bomft  kSmts  of  Judta  had  proepcred,  and,  seekiug 
]iuiMnD&  h«  revealed  his  unexp«cl«d  eucceK  with  &u  exul- 
tktJOD  tad  rejoicing  which  could  find  little  n-epuoM  in  the 
hewC  hu  luldressed.  She  listened  to  bim  calmly,  coldly — it 
night  be  haughtily.  The  time  had  paeeed,  when  aa  iu  their 
foimcr  iot«TTicw,  she  could  appeal  to  him,  and  ioquire  if  the 
order  of  her  death  in  case  of  nis,  were  indeed  proof  of  love. 
^MMe  simple  wor<U  had  caused  the  death  of  one  individual 
wbow  only  crime  was  tidcJtty  to  herself,  and  the  impricioDment 
of  her  mothsT,  who,  though  generally  intriguing,  liad  in  this 
instance  olTendod  in  notliing  save  in  being  the  wife  and  mother 
of  AsniotiKans.  How  might  sho  speak  them  again  }  Yet  how 
oould  her  noble  spirit  stoop  to  the  semblance  of  interest  and 
•ffeotion,  when  Ilcrod's  own  deeds  Had  alienated  both  ?  It 
HM  impossible — and  with  calm  and  proud  indfference,  she 
rwceired  him  ;  and  so  treated  him  thenceforward.  That  then 
was  imminent  danger  in  this  line  of  conduct,  no  doubt  iih« 
know ;  but  hor  mind  was  not  one  to  stoop  to  deceit  for  pre* 
Nervation.  Had  she  concealed  her  seuiiinenta  of  di^^like,  idiB 
would  have  failed  in  the  beautiful  truth  which  encircles  her  as 
•  halo.  No  conjuKal  duty  could  have  demanded  this  conceal- 
ment. There  may  be  some  to  think  that  under  all  insult,  all 
oppreasion,  all  injustice,  she  slioiiM  have  remembered  that  she 
ma  a  wife,  and  in  duty  bnund  to  submit  to  her  husband.  We 
aaama,  that,  as  a  wife,  she  never  failed  in  duty ;  she  coald 
ham  apjiealed  to  the  Jewish  law,  and  have  demanded  a 
dmwce ;  she  could  have  returned  hia  underhand  measures 
■fCainst  her  life  and  liappioeeL  by  equally  undermining  his, 
both  publicly  and  privately;  she  might  have  sought  solace  for 
her  iluiTiestic  mt&ery  and  personal  (i^atificatiou  iu  plea&uree  of 
doubtful  teudency,  which,  in  that  dark  stormy  period,  and 
laxity  uf  morals,  would  have  passed  unnoticed  ;  out  Mariamne 
wua  Jewiah  wife,  a  Jewish  mother;  and  so,  unsullied,  by 
«Teu  the  passinf;  breath  of  such  dark  thoughts.  She  failed 
Dot  either  in  fidelity  or  otU^ance.  She  endured  without  onu 
munnur,  one  straggle  to  ameliorate  her  misery  ;  but  her  truth 
would  have  been  sacrihced,  had  slie  treated  the  human  author 
of  her  triaU  as  if  ahe  could  give  him  love,  or  believe  in  his. 

Her  (roldnesj  rouaed  Heron's  contending  passions  of  love  and'l 
hate  almwt  to  madness.     The  one  repeatedly  urged  him  to 
violeut  ue&uues  against  her;  the  other  lesLrAiued  him,fcaiiiu^ 
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by  bur  de^th  to  inflict  deether  miseri'  upon  hiniMlf  tbao  npn 
h«r.  No  profeaBUHi,  no  enort  on  bU  t'^rt,  cDuld  clianfte  btf 
dignified  and  qniet  manner,  to  tbc  deitiknintriitiun  of  lure  bit 
wbicb  bk  HtniUK<-'  i^pirll  seemed  to  lotia.  H«r  unseooe  baixd 
hiiD,  Dioii^UT  lu.  ill  rv.ility  be  vriis,  under  the  intliieDoe  ororvt- 
vhdmieg  lftr«  for  her  indtriduallr  ;  bcr  al«cnoe  changed  tbk 
feeling  into  w  orcrwheliuing  «  h^te  for  bar  u  an  Aatnotuun, 
wb»  (urcd  instill  bim  by  an  anumptvon  bu<tb  of  diciiity  and 
coldn«H — tbe  firet  of  which  his  ttXKt  oootciciice  aduuiUAlwd 
him  wu  naturkl  to  her  nnk  and  rue,  and  tiie  latter  denomd 
by  \iia  own  deeds  in  tb«  ratblew  muidcr  of  her  griuidfithi^ 
father,*  and  brother. 

Now,  then,  wMi  tbe  opportnni^  for  which  Saluue  bad  •» 
long  waited.  Though  foiled  four  years  previoua,  b«r  «Bvr  tod 
hatred  bad  not  dimiiiUhcl,  but,  boardeu  in  her  own  ovil  Doart, 
impnrtod  only  to  her  mother,  who  was  her  reodj  a4jUDct,  wen 
re^y  to  pour  forth  as  a  poisouoiis  torrenti  tbe  first  taooMBtthal 
she  couUi  caiD  her  brother's  car.  Already  half  maddeiHd  hr 
hia  contending  pn^sioos,  Ilerod  lintened  eagerly,  and  heard  sun 
■pecious  tales  of  calumny  and  shame,  aa  excited  Ms  jealotuy  tt 
herself,  in  addition  to  his  hatred  of  her  race.  Still  h«  could 
not  proceed  against  her,  though  ever)'  lying  tale  in  hit  di^ 
tort«d  fancy  was  confirmed  hy  her  inoud  cotdocss  towards  him. 
Ehch  week  inore*»od  the  evil  Hia  ill-rcsutated  fitful  uiad 
and  temper — tbe  fierce  strife  of  opponng,  but  equally  Tioleot 
piw«ion»— itie  one  inflamed  to  nuiaDca,  from  tlie  malignant 
whispcrinn  of  bis  ter^ieut  siHter— 'the  other  heightened,  fired 
by  tbe  luglit  of  that  soul-subduing  beauty,  which  ahona  fivth 
in  its  cold  resplendence,  unwarmed  by  a  single  ray  towaidt 
him — all  nig«d  within,  and  at  length  so  fario^y,  that  he  wu 
on  tbe  point  of  proceeding  to  extremities,  to  tlie  gntlfiettioB 
of  SaloTne.  when  tbe  evil  was  postponed. 

No  Homsstic  passions  orer  seemed  to  interfere  with  bit 
j>ubhc  ambition.  Hearing  that  Antony  and  Cleopatta  wb» 
both  dead,  and  Cieaar  conqaeror  of  I^gypt,  be  hastened  to 
meet  btm  there,  leaving  his  family  ofTaira  in  their  preaeot  tn- 
buk-nt  condition,  and  without,  aa  UMial,  tearing  any  ehup 
conctTnin;;  his  Wife.  It  was  when  aetting  out  on  tbi.<t  togrney, 
that  Mnrtamno  recomniended  Sobemas  (no  doubt  at  hit  owu 
intreaty)  to  Herod,  asking  for  him  a  place  in  tbe  guvenment, 

*  Though  tli«  CkthftT  of  MiriaiDD*  did  not  hll  tn  HsrmI'*  own  htni,  m 
•Mfluiuid,  bo  WM  auppoiod  lo  tuv*  hail  k  {iraelpM  abw*  is  hia  i' 
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which  was  fTant«ii  She  oouM  appeal  for  on«  wbo  bad  acted 
EuthfiUy  towatds  lier'^.-tf  and  childrcQ,  though  she  would  ask 
DO  favour,  no  privilege  for  herself. 

Nothing  bat  prosperity  an-ait«d  Herod  m  all  bis  foreign 
oouoema  Octavius  Ciosar  Dot  only  received  him  as  a  personal 
friend,  but  richly  incrcaiied  bis  mooarcbial  dominionB.  The 
domiuious  of  Gadara,  Hyjipos,  aud  Samaria — the  cities  of 
Gua,  Authedon,  Joppa,  and  CJtrabo's  Tower,  all  commanding 
«xt«aHve  maritime  coramene,  wen  made  over  to  him  by  the 
flOperor ;  and  after  attending  Oasar  as  fir  as  Antioch,  Herod 
leBuned  to  his  own  capitaC  flushed  with  succeea,  aud  more 
imperious  tiian  ever. 

Still,  though  every  throb  of  ambition  seemed  fulfilled,  Herod 
oould  Dot  be  salisfiud.  White  earnestly  puisaing  his  career  of 
indindual  power,  all  the  inward  tonnenta  of  jealous  hate  aad 
jealous  lovo  cubsded,  but  were  recalled  with  redoubled  violence 
on  his  return.  Tlie  emprur  of  the  world  called  him  friend, 
and  trcntcd  him  lu  Niich.  Other  foreign  potentates  courted, 
f1att«nd.  pfii'l  him  homa^.  A  monarchy  larger,  and  more 
independent  tbnn  had  belonged  to  any  of  the  former  kings  of 
JndMi,  acknowledged  him  as  king:  and  its  millionE  of  inbabit- 
■nts  were  obedient  and  peaceful  tniuugh  terror,  if  not  throu{^ 
love.  Aud  still  one  wijman-boart  refused  him  the  homage  of 
love  and  reven^nce  which  bo  demanded — refused  to  diigraoe 
ud  humble  her  own  noble  Asmonnaii  name  by  acknowledging 
him  rightful  s^iveTeicD  of  Judea.  So  at  least,  on  mature  in- 
flection, it  appcara  tnat  Herod's  own  conscience  regarded  her 
Deduct  Had  ehe  given  him  the  love  h«  demanded,  he 
would  have  accepted  it  aa  a  tacit  ackoowledmncnt  of  his 
supremacy;  but  the  unwavering  caldnesB  of  tier  manner, 
the  noble  bearing,  throwing  an  air  of  princely  dipity  over  her 
siiDi^est  actioD — the  calm  indifTorence  with  which  she  regarded 
his  exaltation,  all  betrayed,  that  over  her  soul  he  could  have 
no  power,  either  by  love  or  hate ;  and,  therefore,  the  mortifi- 
cation of  feding  hiiu-telf,  in  spite  of  his  power  his  magni  licence, 
lis  iVTerity,  actually  desptftea  by  a  weak  and  delicate  female 
whom  be  would  have  cru.'ihed  a  hundred  times,  had  not  his 
consuming  pibutioii  fi>r  her  exceeding  loreIiues»  held  his  hand, 
beightenwl  tiis  jealous  {Kuciiou  to  a  pitch  of  madness,  which 
embittered  every  moment  of  bia  life. 

Boom  months  paned,  nearly  a  year,  from  his  last  command 
which  Sobemus  had  betrayed.    Salome  and  Cypcos  continued 
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ibeir  poiMKions  intrigaes,  their  cnmtty  r«ceinng  bot  inrriim 
ima  Its  »|)jwrcDt  uttur  iioMwibility  to  chsfe  tlip  «oUeft«d 
smrit  of  tbtir  victim.  That  Iwr  pvnetiative  miuJ  h«held  tbof 
dcMgn  ia  most  prol»bU),  ud  also  that  holding  ttMm  id  Bnt 
auprWM  oODtembt,  b<jr  nuuner  increased  iu  haogbtiiwn  to- 
wards them.  llnnBinnc  liad  never  Wii  taught  to  conquer,  at 
even  to  know,  the  natuml  failiugs  of  her  racv.  If  aha  hid, 
ahv  would  not  bare  aggravated  eomity,  tluragh  du  Blight  not 
have  avertc-d  it  Sht-  wautd  not  bare  stooped  to  feiga  a  tnm^ 
■hip  she  could  not  feel ;  hut  she  would  have  avoided  all  ooca- 
mooa  to  give  olfcncc.  But  to  one  educated  aa  betwlf  tlua  «« 
not  easy,  Ilcr  very  hatred  of  the  inaidioas  conduct,  unbiUoglj 
pnetised  towards  her  bj-  Cypios  and  Salome.,  DataraUr  ■»- 
creaeed  the  oontempt  ohicb  their  Idumxao  birth  Hiulon^uOf 
excited.  She  no  doubt  knew  the  danger  which  tbieaniiit^ 
tbreatooed  ;  bnt  fear  was  as  much  noknowu  to  fcmalea,  is  to 
the  males  of  the  A^moniesa  line.  That  she  treated  thm  aitli 
undue  haughtineee,  and  may  even  have  qmkea  of  them  witb 
the  contempt  she  felt,  is  not  nntikely.  We  have  no  wkh  u 
exalt  our  hapless  aocestress  into  the  para^iu  uf  perfection  in 
which  dome  writers  create  their  heroines ;  but  this  ve  vill  tmm, 
her  failiii;^  were  those  of  her  educatiuti,  lier  virtues  intnna^ 
ally  her  own,  and  so  far  superior  in  niiniliur  and  in  bri^htaca 
to  her  faults,  that  combined  an  they  wen-  with  hvr  aever«  ui 
unmeriUid  suBerinffl,  we  can  uuiy  think  ^if  them,  and  low  hit 
for  tlicir  sakea.  The  fierce  flames  of  hat«  which  had  been 
mothered  so  long  at  length  bant  forth.  Kvery  prepanU«a, 
in  ease  of  such  an  opportunity,  had  Ion);  been  made  by  SaUnaa 
The  trn.iii,  as  it  were,  Uid,  only  waiting  fxr  the  kindling  natch. 
In  one  of  hiH  jiaroxyamg  ^  love,  Herod  one  day  mhI  for 
Marininiic,  mid  ciidi-aroured  by  lariah  carcssM  and  uunooaU 
profesiiionit  to  drnw  from  her  a  similar  return :  bat  ne  aought 
in  vain.  Roused  at  length  from  her  wont«d  calm  enduraao^ 
unable  to  restrain  tbc  agony  of  recollection,  deepened  as  it  vti 
by  sueh  false  profeiaona  of^a  love  which  his  everj*  act  dcnit^ 
SM  demanded,  how  she  could  love  one  whose  ambition  aM 
reckless  cruelty  liail  caused  alike  her  brother  and  bsr  gnud- 
bthor  to  be  slain,  otid  heaped  misery  and  degradation  upon 
her  family  and  henclf?  Eurngcd  beyond  all  forbeannott 
Ilcrod  would  hiive  committfd  personal  violence  on  his  vif^ 
but  appears  to  have  been  again  restrained  Iqr  her  BtiU  "ibduJi^ 
beaut^.    But  his  chafed  spirit  so  raged  and  stonned,  tluU 
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Sftlome  patuied  do  longer.  Mariamne  had  ac&rcely  left  the 
•parUneiit,  before  liU  cuij-bearer  euterc-d,  and  with  every  m^ 
DMraiice  niaf;itatiiJii,  informed  him  that  the  (juceii  bad  bribed 
bim  with  many  tiriuriiDi  to  adraiuister  a  luve-puiiuii,  the  com* 
potitiuu  of  which  lie  knew  not,  and  feariiig  what  its  effects 
might  be,  had  received,  as  the  safixtt  cflurse,  oti  cummunicating 
the  whole  to  the  kiuj^. 

Already  mure  ihsui  u.iually  enra);ud,  and  glad  of  an^  charge 
nberewith  to  pruout-it  Kt^iiinsl  Mariuinne,  the  Icing  inatantTy 
COminaQded  her  mail  faithful  eunuch  to  be  Seised  O&d  Lorlured, 
Itiiou'inK  that  the  queen  ciuild  luivc  done  nothing  without  his 
■Jd.  'Iw  man  in  fiu  extremity  i>{  agony,  never  alluded  to  Uw 
cluuge  for  which  he  waa  tortured  ;  but  allowed,  that  to  ttt  t» 
h»  knew,  tile  dinhke  txirnc  by  hU  mistrew  to  the  king  liad  beta 
oocatioDed  hy  numetliiiig  which,  during  Herod «  abiene*^ 
SobeinUM  Iwd  «iud  t<>  her.  AgMo  the  some  fearful  belief  o( 
treachi-rA'  and  dishonour,  which  hod  actuated  kU  conduct 
towanI«  nis  unulc  five  ycnn  Worv,  took  possesaion  of  his  heart 
and  mind,  and  this  tim>-  with  still  more  fearful  effeote. 
Mariamnu'»  petition  for  Sotiemus  probably  heightened  the  con- 
Tiction  of  her  guilt,  and  prevcntod  all  delay.  Sohemug  waa 
Mti«d  and  slolo  without  even  being  informed  of  liia  offence,  or 
being  enabled  to  exculpate  the  queen  by  his  denial  of  the 
charge.  Mariamne  heraelf,  summoned  before  judges  of  Horod'a 
own  sclcctioD,  waa  tried  on  the  occosation  of  her  husband — 
some  bistoriauB  say  of  adultery  :  but  the  words  of  Joeephaa 
an  these : — "  He  allowed  his  wife  to  take  her  trial,  and  got 
togOhtr  th6*«  that  vtre  mo»t  /aith/>tl  to  him.  and  laid  an 
tMorate  aeauation  agahut  her  for  Mm  l(rV6  potion  and  eoni- 
potitl&tt,  which  had  been  charged  upon  her  by  way  of  calumng 
only."  Now  this  ia  convincing  to  me  that  he  did  noi  accuse 
ber  of  adult«n',  knowing  that  if  he  did  so,  she  might  demand, 
and  he  dand  not  have  refused,  the  trial  of  the  waters  of 
jeaiooay,  ejqmasljr  provided  by  the  oierL'y  of  the  Eternal  for 
Buch  eme^jenciee.  It  was  an  unchanged  statute  of  her  people, 
as  much  her  right  then  as  it  had  been  that  of  ber  ancestrewM 
io  centuries  past.  Again,  the  judges  themselves,  however  ter- 
rified at  the  wiuth  of  the  king,  dared  not  have  pronounced  Iwr 
guilty  of  adultery,  without  positive  proofs  of  her  crime,  at  the 
nonUiofmorethiUioQewitneaai  The  iutemperate  rage  of  Herod 
hod  so  for  acted  against  himself,  that  the  death  of  Sohemus 
prevented  liis  appearance  in  treachery  and  blsebood,  if  he  had 
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been  so  itulined,  to  inculpate  the  rictun.     For  sub*Unti«li 

I  IkOTrflTer,  Herod  could  eaul^  obUtn  took  The  suns  bam  ud 
Ihtud  which  bad  aheftdy  kiodled  the  brand,  wu  stiU  tbota  to 
limiaa  it  inbt  a  wide-«pn«diiifc  flane;  The  en&tuna  of  bet 
(•ebeue  wen  Tmdjr  toon  the  bidding  of  their  snveraigD.  Ohm 
[JB  Saloma'a  poirer,  it  was  easy  to  oomplete  the  deed.  HerodV 
l^^utnqr  pnveDt«d  all  correct  judgineut :  and  if  for  the  wonK 
'  ^  got  togetber  those  that  were  moet  faittiful  to  him,"  w«  reaJ, 
"got  together  all  those  that  were  ready  to  ttwMr  vnj  tlwir 
Owo  wvb,  if  by  90  daiaa  they  oould  oblitfp  thdr  nistna 
'  Biion^  and  compMB  the  iu*th  of  Uariamne,  we  may  ebaac* 
\.io  obtun  the  only  correct  rendering  of  the  wat«Dc«. 

Before  «ucli  iuiLt*,  and  against  anch  wiCncMcs,  what  wooU 

innocence  nnul  ?    JoMphua  doe*  not  give  iu  the  partkaha 

of  thi-  trial ;  but  fVotn  the  qneen'a  conduct  on  her  way  ta 

.  txecntioQ,  we  may  itap)iaM  her  demeanour  whcQ  in  wtaenn 

^«f  her  judge*.     A  dij^nilied  coniposurc,  a  cmlm  denuu  of  ttr 

eBatg^  were  tlie  oitly  i>i>nl«  whioo  probably  pused  thoae  Gp 

vbicn  bbwhood  had  ticwr  taniiahud.    She  was  innoccat— 

innocent  alike  'if  the  chai^  acCMed  and  tha  charge  io)|iiied; 

for,  no  doubt,  though  adnltnywaa  not  made  the  reason  of  tb» 

trial  for  the  msom  stat«d  above,  they  soright  t<>  oonr  hr 

with  the  im^cstion  of  dishonour :    and  innocenoe  in  mdt 

<  awful  houra,  m  troth,  is  Btreiiglh.     It  will  not  always  mpport 

I  vs  through  lingeriDg  years  of  nusef>',  of  being  ahannml  by  oar 

ffbUows,  becaoae  accused  of  deeds  we  have  no  povrvr  to  prtm 

Me  falie ;  but  God  Himaetf  has  mercy  tlien,  and  vrh«D  tke 

flnne  dwindles  from  a  breaking  heart,  Ukee  us  to  His  heaven, 

to  enjoy  an  eternity  of  bleosednMs  for  a  ^riod  of  woe. 

On  ttie  thrvsliold  of  that  eternity  Maruunne  atood  ;  and  m 
thought  of  llie  opinion  of  man  oould  disturb  the  tnuiqoillity 
with  which  iiiDocc-noe  stivnKth«ned  be?  to  look  oa  death.  She 
DDSt  loDK  luve  expected  thin.  Prom  the  hour  of  her  brotbar'i 
Dtirder,  diMloeing,  as  it  did,  the  true  character  of  Herod,  ud 
hie  fixed  reitolvt!  to  cxU-rniiiiatc  Um  Asmoosan  lino,  abe  mat 
bare  anticipntvd  f«r  liersotf  a  nroilar  fate.  She  bad  faced  ib 
■■  impending  for  five  ye.irs ;  and  the  noble  spirit  which  haa 
flBabled  her,  during  that  iotcrral,  so  calmly  to  regard  it  ■» 
never  to  waver  in  the  line  of  strict  integrity,  or  even  by  wesd 
or  sign  to  lou  or  the  dignity  of  her  charaoter  and  ract^ 
not  intake  her  at  its  termina^on. 
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I  nuicktiy  of  justice  cnmitcd  by  t)i*t  ininiiitotis  trial 
'oeophus  biintelf  prove*.  Cruitnrm  of  Ilerod.  his  will  wMi 
theiis,  and  t)iL-ir  nentcnce  his.  "  Aoconlingly,  when  the  coar 
was  at  leogCh  eatiii6«d  tAat  he  u>a»  to  r^folved,  th<7  poawd  t~ 
seateoce  m  death  npon  hor."  There  is  not  a  8)-llable  as 
their  own  convictioD,  or  tlioir  own  jud^tmnt,  nor  the  wherefore 
of  tlieir  tertttnct.  cicept  the  resolution  of  the  king — not  a 
word  as  to  tho  guilt  of  tho  prisoner — elill  Herod  shniiik  iu  his 
Scl&sb  passion  from  losing  her  entirely.  He  rtriDnndt^d  the 
sentence  of  death  for  one  of  perpetiial  inipri§oninent.  But, 
dreading  that,  if  permitted  to  live  even  now,  every  scheme  for 
het  destruction  would  fall  to  the  pwund,  Salome  and  her  party 
nerer  rested  till,  by  dint  of  alarming  the  ambilion  of  the  ting, 
they  obtained  the  order  for  her  execution.  Here,  again,  w« 
penetrate  the  jiaaiion  itbich  divided  Herod's  heart  with  the 
OspMJQ^  element  of  love.  It  was  not  by  bringine  forward  the 
ebaneei  of  her  acain  dUhonnurin^  him,  or  hi^  nt;coming  tlw 
protwrty  of  another,  with  which  Salome  now  endcATi>ured  to 
worlc  upon  her  brotlicr,  but  by  artfully  eiiggcstJnE  that,  wen 
■he  perrnittfd  to  live,  there  wa«  always  clangor  of  the  multi- 
tndes  revolting,  rfleasin^  her  fnim  prison,  and  making  her 
sovereign  in  his  stuaal ;  for  such  is  evidently  the  meaning  of 
JoMpfaiu's  worcU;  and  not,  as  a  mere  hnaty  TriulinK  might 
BOppOM,  that  the  people  were  so  enraged  against  her  tnitt  they 
woiOd  bo  tumultuom  If  she  were  tuffcred  to  live.  This  is 
contrary  to  both  history  and  reason.  We  know  tliat  Herod 
was  not  so  much  beloved  that  the  multitudes  should  be  enraged 
against  an  intending  aasasun,  by  the  simple  fact  that  coii- 
apiraciea  were  contmually  forming  against  nim — men  forming 
in  bodies  by  some  means  to  compaa^  hia  death.  His  very  race, 
as  well  aa  his  public  meaaurea  and  private  character,  were 
odious ;  whereafl  Mariamne  was  almost  idolised,  alike  for 
herself  and  as  bein^  the  last  representative  of  a  race  so  long 
beloved.  A  very  httle  reflection  on  these  facts  will,  I  think, 
Iw  convincing  that  the  above  analysis  of  Salome's  aigumenta 
b  founded  on  reason. 

The  order  fur  the  execution  of  the  queen  was  at  length 

Issued,  and  Mariamne  prepared  for  it  with  the  aame  calm 

intre^dity  at  she  had  faced  it  years  before.     Tct  who  can 

nfiue  sympathv  in  ihiH  uude:ur%-ctl  fate  for  one  so  innocent,  so 

^lovely,  and  s^ll  BO  young  that  she  could  barely  have  exceeded 

^Bfive  and  twenty  years  ?    Nor  was  she  entirely  witK&M^  ^m^ 
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blading  her  with  «lv«nr  links  to  earth,  fmiiKht  vith  tagakk* 
and  tnti  Aa  it  was.  All  whom  she  bad  loved  with  ■  girlsnd 
womfto's  fondness  had  cither  f&Uen  id  death,  nr  by  tSaii  duk 
daeda  annihilated  etay  capability  of  Affectiop ;  bnC  otbenhad 
arisen,  to ooDccnttate  on  tHu  a  he<iirt  clingiui-in  itsdeacdatiso 
to  than  eren  jret  moro  cloady,  more  derotedly  than  ordiiiaqr 
lov«.  liow  might  she  leave  her  iufant  children  ?  Who  on 
nrth  was  to  care  for  them  f  Would  not  the  uune  perfieverinK 
hatred  poiaou  their  young  eststence,  as  it  had  her  own  !  To 
whom  aid  she  leave  them.  Herod,  Salome,  Cypn«  ?  Woold 
they  8a]>i>ly  her  pUce  ?  And  her  own  motliitr  T  Alas  I  sbt 
mimt  hare  already  learned  that  Hhe,  ttM,  was  nut  one  on  whan 
her  heart  eould  rest,  or  to  whom  ahe  could  etitni&t  treaauna 
far  more  nrecioaa  than  heraelf;  and  in  the  brief  inteml 
atietchins  Detween  her  and  death,  she  waa  to  foct  this  yet  more 
aaoniainffly^ — the  laat  drop  of  bittetma  flung  into  her  cap  mm 
thrown  oy  a  mother*a  hand !  It  was  not  thon  the  ncie 
aeparation  by  her  own  riolent  death  from  her  beloved  oaea 
T^uRhta  of  far  deeper  an^nii^h  mngt  hare  oocupiwl  sonsef 
bcr  parting  momenta.  Nor  Li  thia,  aa  we  shall,  oo  doQbt,bi 
aoensed,  talcing  too  gicftt  licence,  and  allowing  ima^natkA  M 
Unrn  the  anramiahed  tale  of  history.  We  never  refuse  lU 
meed  of  svmpatby  to  Anne  Boleyn,  Lady  Jane  Groy,  Uaiy 
Qmeea  of  Scots,  and  other  anflerers  of  more  modern  tjmea ;  yst, 
compared  with  the  ansulUed  purity  of  MariamDo,  the  first  of 
these  vfsui  irredeemably  guiltjr,  and  the  last  burdened  by  macr 
historians  witli  a  chai^  (which,  though  we  uutselvea  believeic 
a  false  acd  most  unproved  one.  still  attaeheaitaetf  toheriiMB^ 
of  a  hii»baud'g  mutxlpr.  In  point  of  innoceiice  the  aocoml  onhr 
can  be  named  with  her ;  and  sad  aa  waa  her  fate,  it  was  liwe 
lemoTod  from  joy  compared  to  the  trials  and  death  of  Mariamoft 
If  wo  give  these  three  our  sympathy — if  we  teach  the  yonng 
heart  lo  feel  for  them — if  tlie  tale  of  Anne'a  parting  fnnn  hir 
own  Elizabeth,  and  remorse  for  her  neffleoC  of  Jdary  excite  oar 
^Q'Dipathy — wliy  shall  we  hurry  over  toe  memoirs  of  our  owa, 
and  refuse  them  the  meed  of  admiration,  love,  anil  pity  which, 
if  we  reflect,  even  their  brief  anaatiafoctofy  recont.'s  in  Jewiih 
itutory  must  excite?  Let  any  wife  and  mother  place  heraelf 
in  idea  in  the  position  of  tb<;  AMuoniean  prinoett ;  or  if  this  be 
too  fanciful  for  her  imaKiuation,  let  her  suppoeo  her  aeanst 
n,ijd  dearext  relatives  injured  alike  openly  ODdtiecTetly  by  the 
man  she  has  married,  aud  whom  bhe  could  have  loved— faenelt 
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ia0iilt«d,  doobt'd — trmttH)  nt  oni^  timo  with  furioux  lov«,  nt 
oUtens  imprisonml  aad  in  dntiger  of  liur  lifu  fmiu  tti<?  same  being 
■■  and  Umq  nccnnnl,  cood<iiiin«<i,  witlioat  liope  of  justice  or 
nbef— let  her  ponder  on  this ;  and  if  »b«  be  *  mother,  sky 
where  her  lii»t  thonfhts  would  rest,  and  then  MOtiM  us,  if  she 
can.  of  m  infueineliutorf  with  imnginittioo  U  to  render  it 
impn^ibic  to  divide  the  one  from  the  other,  h  hnmta  nuturv 
— huiDAn  feeling — differeot  now  to  what  it  wu  in  former  agn  1 
Shall  we  d-'prive  the  characters  of  history  of  nil  power  of 
CBiotioti,  only  b<rcnii»e  thejr  «zist«d  nndcr  a  dttTeront  mi>riili- 
eation  of  wicinl  cnxtoms  ?  If  so,  and  we  are  nut  to  exercise 
either  reflection,  analysation,  or  intoUect,  history  mutt  remain 
tbe  ban  recital  of  crcnte  ami  diklw,  of  wbiuli  «»  mnny  iiiNtly 
oomplaio,  and  from  which  no  li;swn,  no  moroJ,  cnn  be  (mluceu. 

JosephuB  is  silent  both  u  tu  the  period  elnfi.<.iiig  between 
UariamDo's  trial  an<l  )ier  dentli,  and  as  to  the  niBimcr  of  that 
execution.  Stoning  had  originally  been  the  Jewish  penalty  for 
aD  cnmcs ;  but  the  Roman  punishment  of  decapitation  had 
very  probably  taken  it«  ptacu.  and  by  the  axe,  do  doubt,  tho 
last  of  the  AsmonoMns  fdl. 

Whatever  the  death,  no  doubt  attends  the  Inst  momenta  of 
the  victJm.  Calmly,  unflinchiniely,  we  arc  told,  ebc  walked  to 
the  pUoe  of  execution.  No  t<Tr»r,  no  unMemly  indignaUoo 
at  toe  iniurt^ioe  dealt  her,  marrtul  the  inodeat  and  tranquil 
dignity  which  had  marked  her  life,  and  left  lier  not  in  dealli. 
There  she  w.is,  in  her  ti>uohinK  youth  and  exquisite  beauty, 
oceusetl  of  crimce  which  not  one  uf  thoiw  vast  multitudes  who 
looked  on  believed,  though  none  dared  tempt  the  tjTaut's 
wrath,  by  rising  in  her  cause.  Not  a  aound  I>r»ke  the  awful 
stiUnoB^— the  very  einifwirieg  of  Salom^  acattered  io  laif>e 
nnmbers  amongst  the  crowils  to  nlenoe  tbe  faintest  acmhianco 
of  nmnnnring  or  pity,  appear  to  have  been  awed  by  the 
digDtfied  oomuosurt-  of  the  prisoner,  and  horror-struck,  even 
■a  tlie  r«st  of  the  H^-ctatarii,  by  tlt«  sudden  appcnrance  of 
Alexandra,  not,  as  might  be  supposed,  to  lament  and  mourn 
over  her  child,  but  to  heap  upon  her  reproocbee  and  abimc, 
declaring  "  tliat  her  puninhment  came  justly  upon  bur  for 
her  ingratitude  to  her  hunbatitl,  and  her  insolent  behaviour 
is  nut  making  proper  returns  to  him  who  hail  been  tlieir 
eoBtmoo  bvneuetor.  The  motives  of  this  fearful  hypoorii^y, 
tenor  for  henelf,  and  the  consequent  deitire  to  avert  all 
ptnoaal  daoser  ttom  Heiod,  by  publiuly  condenmiflg  licr 
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Appear  to  have  been  peiietratod,  even  al  that  moment, 
multitudes,  and  vicitoi  tlicir  loudest  coiutemuaUon  ;  botM 
word  of  reproach,  or  siiBerine,  escaped  the  lipa  of  her  nhuB  B 
molAer  thus  ass:iiled.  Yet  Iiotc  bitter  niu^t  have  b«cn  tin 
pang  of  Bucb  unexpected  conduct.  Hov  fearfully  lotni  tha 
cold  aelBsbnesS  which  could,  at  such  a  moment,  seek  personal 
•wourtty.  by  averting  belief  in  the  guilt  of  lier  own  chiU, 
wbum  ane  knew  to  be  uDslaiDed,  have  aunk  on  thi^  bpart  W 
the  prisoner.  But  all  human  emotiona  bad  been  stilled^^ha 
wna  vtanding  on  the  thre^iald  of  that  glorioaa  ett'mity,  which 
to  h«r,  aa  a  woman  of  Israel,  a  deacendant  of  prie^  vat 
revealed  in  all  in  fulnesHaall  its  blisi.  A  brief,  l;ief  uaag, 
and  ehc  knew  hIii;  f\iMM  be  with  tiie  idolised  brother  oT  bet 
ytiuth,  whiK«;  »nt(rl  .i{Hril  n]i>,'ht  even  at  that  moment  be 
iiovmng  iitiiT  )ii:r,  t<i  whtl  \n:r  relea«cd  muI  to  tbe  (iMMatooI 
of  her  Ood.  For  I^hk-I  di-iith  had  no  terror — immortality  m 
to  them  revealed.  'Di^-y  knew  that  with  God  w&a  the  fiibot 
of  io^.  and  at  Hi»  right  hand  iktc  cvcrltuting  plcaaaiek 
Ado  lU  the  ailni  ffirtituilr,  the  meek  endurauce,  yet  toilty 
bcBiioK  of  the  A^tHKinicaii  princess^  wo  read,  not  ibe  itoidB 
of  tli«  JLomim  niTirtyr,  but  the  rgoicin^  fitith.  and  uuihritikiBg 
courage  of  the  Hebrew  believer,  firm  in  the  bleawd  oonaekftt»- 
ncea  of  Immortnlity  and  Heaven  ! 

One  look  of  pitying  forgiveness  fell  fri^m  the  eyes  of  the 
injured,  on  ber  unnatural  mother,  and  a  few  words  addrewd 
to  those  near  her,  expretised  the  deep  ooucern  for  Alexandra'i 
degradation.  Not  for  it^  iniuiv  towards  hcmelf,  but  a»  it 
CKiicerned  her  mother  individually,  expooiuff  her,  as  it  did, 
to  llie  contempt  of  tbe  populace,  and  little  likely  to  concittato 
the  kini;.  These  appear  to  have  been  ber  last  worde  ;  "for 
bersolf,'  Joscphu*  continues,  "she  went  to  dfAtJi  vnth  as 
nii»haken  llrmnen  of  mind,  and  without  even  changing  tbr 
colour  (i/*  ^<''  /"^t  ood  thereby  diccoverod  the  nobility  of  bar 
deeceal  to  the  Kpcctstors,  even  in  the  last  momenta  of  bit 
lifc- 

We  do  not  think  that  "nobility  of  descent"  is  or  wm  Un 
real  lesson  dcrivid  from  such  a  death.  It  was  the  ttlat 
intrepidity  of  innocence— the  composed  and  gentle  fiimnm  of 
%  Bom  at  peace  with  itself,  and  resting  on  its  God.  She  had 
Uved  long  enough  to  learu,  and  feel  too  sadly,  that  not  in  this 
world  may  we  "diatinguisb  between  tJte  righteooa  and  the 
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wiolwd,  betveen  him  thftt  servetb  God,  and  bim  'bat  aenFeth 
Him  Dot;"  and,  the  \>xa^  of  (lartiiig  from  her  ciiildren  onoa 
■ubdued,  the  gl^ly  turued  to  that  everlasting  home  irben 
her  inaooeDM  wiu  known,  where  her  wearied  ^itirit  would  find 
ita  /cMDed>for  rest,  uid  her  dvAoUte  heart,  uhicli  earth  had 
onubed,  ht  filled  wiUi  li>v«  infinit«  aa  {lerfoct,  bliss  unending 
^•B  complcto. 

^^  We  iiuve  cndortvourcd  to  make  roanifu^t  U^roughout  tliw 
^Mrentfttl   hittonr,  how  mistaken  and  contradictory  are  tb* 
H^pTCSnoDS  with  which  JoMphua  would  buidon  the  charactar 
'     of  Muiamnc     Whereas  Salome,  whon  actions  it  is  utterly 
inpoeaible  to  misundenlnnd,  and  whose  dark  t)joiights  and  itin- 
fnl  macli illations  arc  distinctly  visible,  from  thi-  moment  iht 
aftpeaiB  on  the  theatre  of  life  to  ths  end  of  her  existe&oe,  ht 
dismisses  without  a  shadow  of  blomc,  either  nrritten  or  implied. 
Thus  leaviiij;  tlie  idea,  that  trifling  errors  of  education,  the 
only  raiilts  whicli  can  be  applied  to  Mariamoe,  are,  because 
Tisited  witli  suft'eriuK  and  death,  infinitely  more  culpable  and. 
keinoMS  than  the  pfilpable  and  uncaliod-for  crimes  of  calumny,' 
false  witneea,  murder,  and  a  Ian([  list  of  atrocities,  eit' 
actually  performed  by  Salome  henelf,  or  planned  and 
mitteil  by  her  sole  urdeis  and  persuasions,  but  whose  blaokiHMJ 
bvcomM  white  in   the  eyes  of  the  historian,   through  tJ>M 
BHiTvellifUS  ltan«formatioD  of  temporal  elevation  and  snooewi  f 
Surely,  we  ought  to  be  careful  how  we  placre  such  opinions  ia 
■^fae  hands  of  our  children,  aud  not  leei  contented  with  mereT ' 
^Ipring  them  Listoiy  to  peruse.    As  an  author,  Josepbn* 
^Dio«t  v^aable ;  «e  nave  do  doubt  of  his  accumcy  with  regai 
to  events,  bnt  wo  cannot  depend  upon  citltor  his  discriminatic 
I     or  impartiality  in  the  delineation  of  character,   or  in  tl 
I     justice  and  entironces  of  his  conclusions.    We  repeatedly  findl 
that  his  drawing  up,  as  it  were,  of  a  chanct«r,  is  contradicted  I 
by  the  whole  tcnour  of  previous  events,  whicli  being  related  ' 
'*~~  himself  as  fncts.  must  guide  us  much  more  eotrectlT  than  I 
own  oonclunions.     We  have  seen  this  already  in  Uie  lifs 
d  character  of  Alcjuindra ;  and  we  shall  jwroeive  it  aa 
early  in    his  winding  up  of  tlie  character  of  Mariamne^ 
which  we  sabjoiii : — 

"  And  thus  died  Majriamne  ;  a  wman  ^txetlUnt  ehareuttr 
both  for  ekaititv  attd  grtattum  ^  toul;   bnt  she  want«d] 
moderation,  andliad  ton  much  contemtion  in  her  natiirei    Tet 
Imd  she  all  that  can  be  »ud,  in  the  beauty  oC  hu  VAi » ctni 
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Iter  nuvMtie  apptaraHca  in  eoMtWTM/uni :  and  limw  aivae  tLe 
grcattttt  prt  or  the  ooeiuioiu,  why  sIm  did  not  prove  to  anee- 
aU«  bi  tfie  king,  nor  lire  no  pteuanllT'  with  him  as  feb»  nr^ 
oiUMnriae  1ut«  done,  for  while  «ho  wot  iniwf  iutiulgtrntif  timi 
by  tit  Ung,  out  of  his  fondness  for  her,  and  diit  not  expert 
th&t  he  could  do  uty  bard  tJting  to  her,  she  Utok  too  ua- 
bounded  « liberty.  Moreover,  tluit  which  affliotvd  hiar  wm, 
wh&t  he  had  done  to  her  rvlatiune,  and  sh«  TeDtured  to  qieak 
of  all  thcr  had  raffercd  hy  hint ;  and  at  last  greatlj  pravokal 
both  tbo  king's  motlirr  niid  sisU-r,  till  they  beeams  eoemia  to 
her,  and  even  ho  himsvlf  al»o  did  the  same,  on  wboa  aknte  Aa 
depeDded  for  her  oicpoctations  of  osoiqung  the  last  of  pan^ 
mente." 

Now  we  would  ask  any  casual  reader,  what  would  be  the 
impression  of  this  eztnordinary  passage  ?  Would  they  not 
suppose,  that  Mariamne  had  not  only  drawn  down  her  Cite 
npon  heiaclf.  but  had  actually  doaerred  it  7  That  she  was  Ifae 
only  on*  to  Mamo,  and  Herod,  Cypros,  and  Salome  all  ahke 
wCTe  guiltless  ?  And  yot  even,  in  leaving  this  most  nnfoondad 
and  most  uigust  impression,  of  what  does  he  aocoae  kert 
Oompelled  fit  would  seem  almost  in  ^lite  of  hiinaelf)  to 
adniovlcgo  nor  chastity  aud  groatDessof  aoul,  all  h«  caa  biiu 
against  her  is,  that  her  "  mnjestic  appearance  in  cooTertttHO^ 
(meaniug,  wo  imngiDo,  the  culm  dignity  of  her  maoneO  niw 
aered  her  \tss  ;^n?cab!c  to  the  tyrant,  than  she  woald  hai* 
beeo  could  fchc  nave  resembled  her  mother,  and  ooadeeoended 
to  deocire.  We  are  told  that  "  she  was  moat  indulgently  used 
by  the  king,  who  out  of  his  great  fondueM  for  h«r  could  do  da 
hard  thing  to  her,  and  that,  therefore,  she  took  too  gretl  a 
liberty,  wanted  moderation,  and  evinced  too  coDtenttOM  a 
spirit,"  Where  throut^hoiit  her  histo^,  and  we  hsTe  mm  it 
■^  lull  length,  can  we  tiod  the  foundation  for  ettlior  S  these 
danses !  How  did  Ileroil  demonstrate  hit  de^  love  and  gresl 
indulgence  ?  By  the  murder  of  ber  brother  and  srandfatlM^ 
the  constant  indignity  oQ'ered  to  ber  mother,  the  desth  of  al 
those  who  befriended  or  were  faithful  to  her ;  or  by  tJie  cm- 
tisued  infmlta  oiTerea  to  hcraetf,  in  doubting  her  truth,  oooi- 
manding  her  imprisonment,  and  segiarntiuii  ln>m  hvr  chtldrao, 
twice  !N;Dtenc«d  to  death  in  case  of  Heroiin  death,  aod  Gnil 
execiilicm  on  a  faUe  and  unproved  ehaige  7  Where  oao  ve 
find  \tvonU.  of  her  want  of  moderation,  etc.  ?  In  her  oaln  oo- 
dnratioe  of  her  constant  suffering  T    In  hor  breathing  not 
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one  syllable  of  compUint  or  injury,  forming  do  plota,  joiniDc 
BO  iutriffuos,  pawing  through  hor  ttricf  life  in  such  im(rtun«i^ 
uoaulliea  purity  and  chastity,  that  not  even  the  most  preju- 
diced can  dare  fliog  a.  stigma  oa  her  noble  name  ;  expoted 
times  out  of  number  to  temptation  from  the  machuiatioiiH  of 
an  evil  mother,  and  t)ic  inaulu  of  a  freiiEted  hasbaiid,  y«t 
awheirin^  all,  and  standing  forth  in  her  own  briffbtnefts,  Ml<)re 
whicit  neither  slander,  hatred,  uor  calumny,  could  stand  ?  We 
read  liow  impoanble  Salome  felt  it  to  compn^  her  death  on  tbo 
plea  of  her  ^honour,  by  the  artifice  of  the  love-|)otion,  which 
ID  the  end  she  wwi  coiii{ielL'd  to  adopt.  lu  what  can  .ne  di«- 
-oover  too  contentiuii!iai>pirit  ?  In  the  hifch-ininde<l  ujirigbtnett 
•wbioh  reTeoUd  to  the  iiijurers,  and  to  the  injurers  alono,  fa«r 
eonsdongnem  of  their  evil  intentioiu  towards  ber?  In  the 
abience  of  all  deceptive  conciliation,  and  yet  th«  aT(»danoc  of 
all  att«mpU-d  TenzcftDce  ?  In  what  took  she  «o  a&bouDdod  a 
liberty  i  Wt'  re«a  of  her  a.Hkinjf  bo  boon,  save  od^  and  tiut 
iTM  Si>hemus'  own  seeking;.  If,  indeed,  Hend  had  so  "  indnt- 
|[«ntly  uKcd  her,"  and  she  was  of  so  rapaoioos  a  disposition,  is 
it  not  alnioNt  marvellous  that  htstoiy  reveals  not  a  single 
instance  in  whicli  this  unbounded  liberty  was  tiwd ;  that 
Mariamne  should  never  have  accused  Salome  and  Cypres  to 
the  king,  and  urged  Itia  interference  to  prevent  the  injurious 
treatment  of  heraclf ;  that  «e  do  not  read  of  her  intvrfcriog 
^M  in  the  government^,  in  forviKn  and  civil  affairs,  in  whica 
other  women,  who  rt-ally  did  take  "  too  nnbounded  a  liberty," 
were  so  often  mischievously  engaged  ?  There  was  neither  law 
nor  custom  in  her  nation  to  prevent  this  interference,  bad  she 
been  so  inclined. 

J\g3in,  was  it  so  very  remarkable  that  "  what  afflicted  he* 
most,  was  Herod's  conduct  to  her  relations!"  Yet  Joaephus 
and  even  Milmao.  seem  to  imagimo  that  because  she  was  the 
murderer's  wife,  she  was  not  to  feel  these  things.  Waa  it  in 
human  nature  to  retain  affection  or  even  esteem,  for  a  mau 
"  who  had  more  or  less  concern  in  the  murder  of  her  grand* 
father,  father,  brother,  and  uncle,""  even  could  fihe  forget  and 
forjfive  that  twice  be  had  commanded  her  death  in  case  of  his 
own  f  Was  it  a  fault,  that  "  she  ventured  to  speak  of  all  they 
had  Huifered  br  him !"  Or  waa  it  not  rather  a  proof  of  a 
BOble  wiirit  an<i  couraf  ecus  soul,  whioh  ur^ed  her  to  risk  her 
own  life,  rather  than  dt  silence  and  deceit  tacitly  acqoiesoe 

*  Milmaa, 
I  1 
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Jb  tho  NMwWry  for  their  dutnction  T  We  an  told,  too,  tlui' 
Mkriatnne  "(treittly  provoked  both  tiie  king's  tnotlm  ud 
Ei«t«r ;"  but  of  their  luiU«d  to  h«r,  uid  Di«li>^iantly  workiog 
eDDiity,  JoMphns  takta  no  note,  permittins  us  to  bii|i|mia«  that 
it  wu  {Uurvtd,  aod  Mariamne  aot  Sawae  wtta  tu  IUum. 
HMij;btin«w  m<1  reterre,  then,  aocordiDg  to  this  htstoriui,  tn 

EMt«r  crimes  than  dandw,  &be  vitntn,  uul  acto&l  mnrdcf. 
uiunn*  roiL-ht  h&ve  tTCAt«d  Snlnme  ud  Cyproa  with  andoo 
hftughtioem,  mit  the  fault  originnlHl  in  her  edncattnti,  oot 
hBrmf.  Hiul  sht,  M  dte  mi^ht  Imve  done,  eongbt  t^i  iojon 
StdviDC  witli  tlw  king,  or  ^'iven  eridcooo  of  her  di«lilui  br 
l»iblifl  iiualt  or  private  annoyiuion.  w«  might  adtnowbdgi 
that  ehc  wu  in  eiror;  hnt  of  Mich  thing*  wo  can  dij»cni  oo 
trace  whatever.  MariuaDe'i  nlc  i>flei)cr  was  haTiog  in  ha 
girlhood  reproached  Solomo  and  Cyprra  with  the  ueautMi  nl 
their  birth,  urged  on  to  do  m  mnat  probabljr  bv  her  dtnigning 
notlier ;  and  for  this  offence  Salome  pursued  her  with  un- 
nlentins  hnto,  oaring  for  nvitlter  falsehood  nor  murder,  so  At 
at  length  Mnoccvded  m  removing  her  by  death.  We  know  that 
Mariamne's  original  offence  must  hare  been  outmitt^  quiu 
ID  bur  girlhood,  for  from  the  time  of  the  death  of  Ari«tob«]a^ 
Salome  commenced  her  macliiiinti'>ns ;  and,  aware  <^  her  bale 
and  desigiifl  against  her  as  she  must  have  been,  waa  it  stnag* 
that  Mariatnno,  shrinking  from  sizht  of  falsehood  even  la 
manner,  should  treat  Siilome  on  alf  occasions  with  a  rueotve 
and  dignity,  wliich  her  seditions  and  violent  S{iirit  oonsideivd 
aa  hau^htineiiaarid  insult  impossible  to  be  boroe,  and  so  ^ggt*- 
TBtiri^' her  passionate  desire  for  revenge? 

Sucb  ia  our  disnassioDate  aaalfsis  of  Josephus'  eotoplei 
winding  np  of  the  character  of  Manamne.  We  can  only  eolnat 
our  readera,  old  and  joung,  to  refer  to  the  history  it^wu,  and  if 
ournarmtivesof  thesame  events  be  deemed  erroncons,  or  prove 
to  have  no  foundation  in  reUeetton  and  reaHon,  to  draw  thenoe 
their  own  concluHions,  and  pronounce  judgment  on  the  oba* 
tacter  of  our  haplme  ancestress  accordiuuly.  We  wish  meniy 
to  tuggat,  to  atritt  in  the  perusal  of  histoiy,  not  to  push  tof 
ward  our  individual  opinions  in  opposition  to  exi^tinc  aulhoj 
riliea,  or  in  contradiction  of  established  thenritfl ;  acknowlvflL-ing ' 
at  the  same  time  boldly  and  freely,  that  havinz  long  thought 
that  neither  Jewish  nor  Gentile  historians  hare  done  jnirtioe  to 
tlio  personal  character  and  the  painfnl  position  of  tht  last 
(VDud  soiou  of  the  Asmoniean  lin^  wo  wen  glad  of  thla 
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opportiintty,  80  to  brin^  her  forward,  that  our  readers  perceiving 
little  thtttM  and  tr\/iing  evcnU  more  clearly  before  tli«in  thiia 
they  call  Se  found  in  a  hjiitoij  of  the  time,  may  forin  tbeir 
own  conclufiiona, 

IjODg  as  ire  have  already  lint^ercd,  our  tusk  were  tcarccly 
accomplished,  did  we  not  endeavour  to  "point  a  momi"  in 
this  eventful  tale.  Let  not  our  youns  sisten  turn  fmm  its 
perusal,  in  that  sadness  and  sinking  nf  the  heart  which  must 
accompany  the  first  conviction,  that  virtue  and  goodneai  and 
truth  are  not  rewarded  upon  earth ;  that  in  Salome,  th^ 

Srceive  piilt  and  crime  triumphant,  j)ra*j)erom,  rejoicing;  in 
ariiimne,  the  virtuoa-*  falling  a  victim  to  the  nnful — truth 
crushed  by  falsehoixl,  itmocence  by  guilt — HcMd  living  out 
his  dayti,  aunounded  by  temporal  prosperity,  power,  magni- 
ficence, con<iuering  alike  foeA  abroad  and  iteditioos  at  home- 
courted  by  foreign  potcntuteit — allied  to  the  emprcn  of  the 
world — Aristubuliia,  the  youn^,  the  innocent,  the  gifted,  cot 
off  by  the  dark  deeds  of  this  very  man,  in  his  first  and 
loveliett  youth.  To  the  unenlightened  and  the  MCptiCithcee 
are  tnith^  fraught  with  darkoew  and  eiifTering,  likely  to  lead 
to  tliu  fearful  labyrinth  of  denial  and  sthci«m — nccc-atity  and 
nature.  To  the  believer,  be  his  actual  creed  what  it  mar,  so 
it  be  founded  on  the  revelation  of  the  <^d  Testament  (wiiioh 
Clirifetian  as  *>cll  as  Hebrew  is,]  narratives  like  these  are  aome 
of  the  very  strongcitt,  most  uDaDswerabte  evidences  of  oar 
imraorulity  which  history  prwente.  In  the  tustwj  of  Jero- 
boam, we  find  the  foundation  and  oonmcntaryon  this  ancrtion. 
His  young  son  Abijah  fell  Hick,  and  Jeroboam  desired  his  wiA 
to  take  a  present  in  her  hand,  and  seek  Ahijah  the  proph^ 
to  implore  hU  inteioesnoD  for  the  restoration  of  the  chill 
The  aged  prophet  was  blind,  and  though  the  wife  of  Jerubooai 
concealed  nor  rank  and  name,  and  sought  to  pass  herself  for 
another  woman,  the  L<^d  revealed  hcf  name  and  mission,  and 
Ahijah  eSu^T  prophesying  the  awful  calamities  which  would 
befall  the  house  of  Jerobuam  for  their  inifluiticA,  proceeded  to 
pronounce  these  impressive  and  remarluolc  wonltt,  "Arise, 
tliou,  therefore,  get  thee  to  thine  own  homo,  and  wlien  thy 
feet  enter  into  the  city  th4  child  ihall  dig.  And  alt  Israel 
■ball  Bionrn  for  him,  and  bury  him,  /»■  V  Mty  ^  Jtnboam 
i^ll  eome  to  the  yravt,  bbcaitsb  in  iit»  TiiEuit  waa  roovD 

BOHB  (lOOO  TIIIHa  TOWAtin  TRB  IiORD  (jol>  OF  IsRABL,  Dl  TOS 
BOUSE  or  JERoaoiX."  If  we  would  but  remember  tliis  Blrikiu^ 
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fihit,  rerealed  m  it  is  in  tlw  inspired  word  of  the  Et«mtl.  to 
be  our  ooosoUtion  aod  ioRtruction  in  tlioao  dark  agia,  «hea 
fUch  direct  oomtnanings  wiUi  our  PatUcr  in  He&vcn  wtre  to 
be  &t  an  end  :  even  Profane  llistor)-  would  streDj{tli«n  at  ii 
<nir  belief,  and  nteai  manf  times  the  truth  of  our  immijTtalttjr. 

We  afaodld  ceaae  to  regard  death  with  the  horrur  which  iti 
raj  name  often  inspires,  if  we  would  but  realUe  it,  ROf  u  tht 
ecMttion  of  exiatenm,  but  ae  the  reveled  entrance  intouiothcr 
and  purer  n>hcre,  where  every  inteUectoal  caracilf,  vrtrj 
oapability  of  lore  and  aifectiou,  everj^  aqiirins  after  toe  grwt 
and  goiKl,  the  beautiful  and  tru^  wbicli  has  oleMod  u  aen, 
will  find  exercise  and  fnUilmeD^  completion  and  perfection. 
If  we  bclicvf  in  a  Qod,  and  that  ne  k,  as  He  revealed  Qia- 
Bclf,  a  Go<l  of  TKVTR,  we  mtut  believe  in  our  existence  else- 
where, or  this  wi^rld  is  chscs — oar  God  but »  nara«.  His  wocd 
false  We  could  write  more,  much  more  on  this  ugoiDest. 
but  this  is  not  the  place.  Writing  for  professed  Israeutoi^  «e 
aubt  suppoae  that  their  belief  in  iminortatitjr,  in  death,  sot 
aa  a  oessatioD,  bnt  ns  a  eianff§  of  existence,  is  as  fixed  as  tbdr 
belief  io  tltcir  Fntlicr's  God  ;  and  if  it  be,  w«  HbaU  find  Uttk 
difficulty  in  remorinit  all  impn-csion  of  doubt  and  sadiiaa 
from  the  history  of  MnTiamne. 

The  iniquities  of  Jndea  and  her  children  at  the  period  of 
Herod,  and  »ome  rears  before,  far  excoedtd.  in  maguituds  aad 
Tariety,  those  of  fsracl  io  the  time  of  Jeroboani.  If  wo  gUaci 
forward  from  the  reigo  of  Iterod,  we  shall  perceive  misery 
increMing  on  every  side — horrors  multi;>lviui; — mau  rising 
against  mao,  mote  appallingly  more  terribly,  lliao  had  aver 
before  tteviutated  this  beautiful  woHd.  Io  addition  to  the  t^ 
of  Jeroboam's  son,  we  are  told  in  the  same  Divine  Book,  "  TJU 
righttotu  it  taAtn  Jrom  tAe  evii to  wne ;"  and  in  thedeathef 
Aristobulus  and  Mariamne,  both  theae  Divine  Truth*  an 
AiltilU-d.  "  Tlicre  was  mod  fouiwl  in  Arintobiilus  ;  and  Qod, 
in  His  mercy,  over-ruled  the  wickedii(«(  of  miki],  to  the  Etenal 
blessedness  ofthe  youth  be  loved.  He  tixikhim,  era  teaptatJao 
and  evil  could  sully  the  purity  and  virtue  which  bis  youth 
revealed.  Every  kind  of  death  u  sufTcring.  It  is  the  ptaulty 
we  all  pay  for  the  sinful  inclinatiuns  inherited  from  uor  Gist 
parents ;  bat  what  was  the  o^ny  of  a  violent  death,  graatod 
It  lasted  an  hour,  compared  with  tlie  eternity  of  bliss  awaiting 
the  released  spirit  with  its  pitying  God  ?  The  Rio  of  Uaroa 
was  the  same.    That  the  eternal  over-ruled  his  bate  and 
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penecution  of  the  innocent  to  llic  endlen  joy  mbA  peace  of  KU 
victim,  in  no  viij'  exonerntod  hiio  from  tho  bUckntsg  of  ths 
d«vd.  Crim«  im  crime:.  The  worker  of  sin  looks  but  to  th« 
triumph  of  big  wickedix^as,  uid,  o»  such,  is  retponiublc  to  his 
God  ;  bat  his  evil  dood»,  however  thoy  may  seem  to  cany  all 
before  thcin  whtlo  b«luir,  do  but  add  n  glory  to  the  Divine 
eoonoiay  above ;  and  far  tlioeo  they  seek  to  injure  upon  earth, 
prorido  yet  deeper  bliss  in  hcAven. 

At  it  was  with  Aristobnlus,  bo  it  was  with  Mariamne.  Her 
IHe  was,  indeed,  odo  of  far  severer  triaJs,  far  deeper  agony  than 
bis ;  but  God  saw  she  needed  them  to  lit  her  for  heaven,  or 
they  would  not  have  been  sent  There  might  have  been 
mclinations  and  whisperincs  of  evil  nalurally  in  her  heart, 
which,  without  the  trial  of  suffering,  might  nave  made  her 
another  Alexandra,  or  Salome  ;  but  God  loved  her,  antl  ao  He 
pariGed  her  In  the  ordeal  of  HufTerinf;,  and  then  in  Ills  deep 
mercy  took  her  to  Hiinaelf  ere  the  enl  days  eame,  in  which 
she  wonUt  Iiave  ^i:<-u  her  beloved  children  tortured  and  con> 
deinned.     If  we  louk  forward  in  t)ie  hiHtory  of  her  fnnily,  «« 

uHt  feel  that  »lie  was  indeed  removed  from  the  "evil  to  come." 
KterDiil  might,  indeed,  had  He  so  willed,  have  "  made 
His  holy  artn,"  and  wrought  salvation  and  deliver)'  for 
even  ou  earth  :  but  to  make  such  a  diittinction  Vinoen 
the  righlCiiiM  and  the  wicked  ia  this  world,  would  inl>-rfere 
«itb  tw  free-will,  to  ohonse  the  good,  and  cxchew  Die  r^il ;  or 
clwoM  the  evil  and  fonok*  tlie  gtKid,  which  G^d  Himself 
bestowed  on  man.  Nn  ;  in  this  life,  evil  will  often  oppe.nr  to 
be  predominant ;  b\it  we  shall  ceiuse  to  tnurmar  and  lieipond 
that  80  it  is,  if  we  will  but  look  up  finnty  and  faithfully  to 
that  wodd,  where  all  that  is  incomprehensible  here  will  be 
made  clear,  and  the  injured  and  the  innuccnt  lire  for  crer 
with  their  God,  sliining  as  the  choaen  "  jewels"  of  His  crown. 

Do  not  then  let  ns  envy  the  promerous,  and  believe  our- 
idvesfoirtaken,  if  our  sojourn  on  earth  oe  one  of  edvetsity  and 
pwo.  We  have  still  a  Father  who  loveth  those  wham  Ha 
cbnattaes,  for  by  chaatisement  and  iirobation  He  prepans  then 
fur  thikt  et«nial  bleasedness,  which  is  denied  to  those  who  ooo- 
tinuo  in  their  hardened  course.  In  direct  opposition  to  the 
oooforiing  words  we  have  quoted,  we  read  in  tlie  same  inspired 
Book,  "  Wlieo  the  wicked  spring  np  like  gross,  and  nhen  all 
tlie  worken  of  iniquity  do  fiourisli,  it  U  that  Iheii  thaU  be 
4aitr«ii«d/or  ever."    AaA,  again,  "  Vret  iio\.  \\iijwSi"W»»»fc  -A 
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eril-JoerB,  neitliGr  b«  tbou  coTiuui  aguBct  Hut  woHna  of 
iiiiuuitr,  /or  tiey  lAaU  toon  b*  eat  Jmm  His  tka  gratt,  and 
wither  like  the  givcD  herb."  If  wo  reooUact  theisa  Kcrd^,  luid 
those  quoted  beron^— if  wo  bdicvc,  humbly  and  fuiitiiullv, 
that  this  world  is  actaiillv  to  the  righteous  bot  tbe  tkreiMd 
of  exL>t«Dce,  and  pennit  ttiis  boIivF  to  attend  us.  Dot  only  m 
every  Mwnf,  but  in  erery  thought  of  life,  runniDg  through  our 
studieB  from  the  eererrst  tu  th«  lishtwA,  history  woold  uot  be 
the  ud  and  unsatiafactoiy  task  woich  it  but  too  oft«n  i&  We 
dwuld  never  feel  saddened  and  depressed  at  the  oftcu  apiiareat 
triumph  of  oppreasioD  nud  evil  over  the  helplese  and  the  Knod, 
for  we  abouta  know  this  was  but  the  sumce,  vhoee  dc|iU» 
were  in  infinity  ;  the  beginning,  vboee  end  was  iminortality. 

Which  of  our  young  re«dcan  voold,  if  ebe  oonld  ofauosi, 
exchange  the  triaLi  and  death  of  Uariamne  fur  Uiv  prt^MOW 
and  unchecked  career  of  Salome  ?  Tbx  inward  autwer  con* 
tained  in  the^nt  thought  would  teveal  tl>e  real  Btata  of  the 
heart  and  soul  to  their  youthful  owner.  We  ask  Dot  the 
reply,  for  none  could  truly  give  it.  Thoee  who  know  not,  and 
have  never  ttuditd  humanity,  would  loudly  oondesio  th«  xetj 
su«pKii>ii,  that  preference  could  be  aeOOTded  to  tlie  caiw 
(remember  we  do  not  say  the  character)  •■{  S.iIome  ;  bot  tin 
earnest  and  heartfelt  student  of  hnmanity,  knows  that  tlie 
human  h«ait,  of  il»e(f,  a  but  too  often  "  deceitful  abore  all 
things,  and  desperately  wicked."  Aitii  though  rclinon  and 
education,  vilalUed  by  the  grace  of  God,  can  and  ww  subdue 
thctc  iiatuml  inclinations,  slill  it  is  only  inward  qtwstigns 
such  M  these  wbicli  will  reveal  whether,  indeed,  even  seed  U 
evil  hu  been  tnmpled  down  and  rooted  ouL  And,  taerefote, 
is  it  good  so  to  cultivate  self-kaowledgt-,  that  even  the 
chiinKtore  of  ages  psift  may  aid  m  on  through  the  dark  and 
diuigcmus  paths  of  urcscut  liful 

The  siiiJiilncss  of  Snlomc  vonid  warn  as  from  sach  choice; 
but  then;  mny  be  matiy  yi>utliful  hearts  to  think  and  fii-l,  that 
to  be  prosptrous  Li  not  uways  to  be  wicked— to  pass  through 
life  without  trial,  docs  not  alwaj-s  prove  our  non-«oceptanoa 
with  the  Lord.  And  they  nro  right :  but  onr  qnestioa  cun* 
tteiiaes  itself  into  timjAy  this — would  we  choose  a  life  of 
prosperity  and  joy  without  religion — tcit/mut  that  inti-rual 
coinmuniug  with  our  Father  iu  litAveu  nhich  bids  as  tliitik  ol, 
nii<l  fits  ns  for  heaven ;  or  a  life  of  trial  witH  it,  with  that 
which  not  ouVy  tuitaiiu  Wt  bUaei — which  ff 
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joj>  IB  tba  very  midst  of  t^rief,  fltrerL^^tli  in  the  midst  of 
weokitM^  ItopG  beyond  tlie  enw,  in  the  dork  Hhadnw  of  de&th 
— aasunnoes  of  uuendinif  love  in  loueliueiiA,  of  Hymiiatliy  to 
misiwnwptiou  and  siuiiicioit,  of  One  who  will  uevw  leave  tu 
tor  fomk^  however  every  friend  (le)>arU  by  ohan{[e  or  de«th, 
if  that  lealisation  of  imiiiortalit) ,  which  oida  us  walk  this 
world  na  a  bird  tliat  pMMtli,  and  in  hiA  very  reatinc  swa  afar, 
and  yeanieth  for  his  nativv  clime.  According  to  tue  iiiwara 
amwer.  so  are  our  hearts  right  or  wroug,  ia  their  »ecret 
tluitij{lit«  of  tiod. 

Such  were  the  trials,  and  such  the  infiuied  strength  of 
Uariamne.  As  a  woman  of  Isred — to  whom  thcor  things  were 
known  and  felt  by  the  fEuthful,  far  more  vividly  then  than 
BOW — we  may  rest  lUKurcil  that  her  pure  cluwtity,  hei  high 
•CQSc  uf  rectitude,  her  uuviirying  truth  aod  collected  dignity, 
in  the  very  midat  of  trials  and  tomptatioDS,  which  in  those 
diurk  times  muat  have  moridly  awl  spiritually  lowered  any 
ordioar)-  woman,  had  their  lnuiKiatioD  and  conatancy  in  religion 
alone.  Nothmc  cW  coiiid  have  eoatatned  her,  or  witJiheld 
her  80  ciiimplct*ly  from  the  eommittal  of  a  siiigl«  bult,  or  erea 
venial  error,  wliich  could  throw  a  shadow  OD  her  name.  To 
realise  to  the  fuli  the  beauty  of  her  eharactor,  w«  mu&t  think 
of  the  ai^e  in  which  she  lived — the  wickednees  with  which  she 
Was  surrounded — the  false  notions  of  right  and  wrong  vitk 
which  her  own  mnther  sought  to  mislead  ber  unguarded  yontlk 
—the  \axhy  of  lunrats,  even  in  Judea,  from  the  amalgamation 
of  itA  )>ir<>[ilc  with  the  heathen  nations — and  the  intensity  of 
cuQVrin^- 1"  which  aa  a  wife  and  siat«r,  quern  and  niolher,  she 
WH  so  coDHtaiitly  and  cruelly  eiposed — these  consideiadoos. 
■ddod  to  her  extreme  youtti,  must  excite  oar  love  ana 
ftdmintion  yet  more  than  our  pity,  for  we  know  that  fa«r 
death  was  not  only  tlie  ccK*ntion  of  sorrow,  but  the  oom- 
meDCemenl  of  an  eternity  of  bliss.  "  To  believe  in  Um  heroio 
nakM  heroes,"  we  have  lately  read  ;  and  there  is  a  world  of 
Solid  truth  in  Hvsc  brief  words ;  and  even  so  to  admirt  virtue 
with  the  pure  fresh  feelings  of  the  uneophistioated  li<-art,  will 
axcitg  to  virtuous  deeds.  The  trials  of  the  wife  of  Herod  an 
110  longer  outs  to  encounter ;  but  without  trial  who  may  ^aai 
through  life  !  And  oh,  however  dMwived,  insulted,  weaned, 
let  ua  ntver  stoop  to  u;^  the  weapons  of  rerenge,  but  cahnty 
and  steadily  pursue  our  suffering  cotuse,  as  purely,  at  truly, 
nobly,  aa  Mariamne  I 
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THK  WOUEX  or  ISUEU 

BefoTO  cntirclr  Icnvina  this  iiakjoct,  w*  will  take  a 

g;Unce  over  Uic  wo  of  the  cliaraot«n  so  intimateljr  eoanwt* 
iritb  t1i«  history  of  M»riiunne. 

Hercxl's  aftor  can-ur  will  be  foiind  in  tbo  blBtorians  of  tli* 
times — suffice  it  to  ^tale  hen,  tlint  if  ever  retribulJnEi  wen 
permitte'l  to  be  visible  in  this  kotM,  wo  can  trace  it  iii  U» 
tortures,  physical  aod  mental,  which  afflicted  him  fniia  tlia 
motnent  of  bis  wife's  murder  to  his  own  death,  not  only  u  ooth- 
cenicd  bim  indtriduallr,  bat  in  tlio  cootioual  plots  an<t  uiMcy 
which,  thtoimh  the  fiendish  maebuiatians  of  Salome.  devastatM 
ha  bousehola. 

A  peatilential  disease  br«alcing  oat  just  aHet  Uariamac'i 
unrder,  and  carr}-iiig  oSf  iomienee  numbers,  aupean  to  hava 
b«ea  to  uniTersally  felt  as  Divine  vengcRnce  and  wnth  for  tht 
iniijiiitnus  deed,  that  her  innocence,  if  it  had  ever  bwn  duubtcl, 
mutit  ftDin  that  moment  bare  been  publicly  ackHOwledgcd.  ami 
Herod  regarded  irith  increased  loathing  as  her  unitistitialila 
mniderer.  Overjiowered  by  mental  agony,  he  wvnt  from  place 
to  place,  fiom  solitude  to  solitude,  in  the  Tain  aeorch  for  peaca, 
?^  body  auocnmbed  to  the  torture  of  the  Duitd  ;  and  a  ticroe 
incurable  disease  seiiing  him  while  at  Samaria,  confined  Ilia 
Uierc  for  several  months,  and  wilitout  any  iatcrmissioa  of  paia. 

The  tiKitlicr  who  could  insult  her  innoc«nt  and  only  cluU 
on  her  way  to  death — who  could  at  snch  a  moment  think  only 
of  cDdeavouring  to preserro  her  «wn  lif(\  and  seek  to  do  to  t^ 
false  accnaationa  or  her  own  oRsprins — was  not  likely  to  \tt 
much  affected  by  her  Ion.  No  misfortune,  no  bereavcincnt, 
no  persooat  imprisonment,  appears  to  have  had  any  elTvcl  in 
decnaaoctliat  fearful  thint  tor  ambition  which  vas  the  secret 
origin  of  ail  Alexandra's  own  crimes,  and  much  of  her  children's 
misery.  Hearing  of  Ilerod'e  incurable  distemper  at  Samaria, 
she  commenced  iter  machinations  by  endeavouiinff  to  obtain 
possession  of  the  furtilications  of  Jerusalem,  in  whicli  place  she 
resided.  One  »f  these  commanded  the  Temple ;  and  she  knew 
K  this  were  obtained  the  whole  nation  would  be  in  her  power 
for  without  the  Temple  there  could  \>e  no  sacrifices ;  ana 
without  these  dailv  holocauHta,  univt^rttal  rebellion  wonid  in- 
evilabljr  ensue.  Tn^e  strongholds  she  dt^manded  in  tlw  nama 
of  M&riamne's  sons,  on  the  plea  of  guiirding  them  for  the  young 
princes  in  case  of  their  father's  deatk  The  link,  however, 
which  had  in  fonaer  times  united  the  po]itilticc  to  Alexaiidn, 
Jiad  been  snapped  uu&der  by  the  death  ol  Mariamne.    TLea 
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eoold  be  no  belief  in  her  lideltty  to  the  interests  of  her  grud- 
■onK  when  her  unuaiiiral  conduct  to  her  own  child  wiwi*' 
Detnbeny!,  and  iixe  m&h  non  yet  more  an  object  of  pnpiiUr  hnH 
ud  ttxliffiiation  than  Herod  hinvi'lf.  Her  schemes  were  <tll 
frtistmtM  ;  first  by  the  fxwilivi-  n-fiiwil  of  the  gOTornor  of  the 
fortifiotiouM  to  tftke  any  Ktcp  till  tin*  nctunl  death  of  the  king; 
Bod,  secondly,  and  will  more  i-ffirctitnlly,  by  the  betrayal  of  b«r 
macbi nations ;  nnd  Hcn)d.  thimgh  swircoly  able  to  move  or 
breathe  from  iibyBioul  torture,  gave  instant  orders  for  h«p 
execution. 

The  fate  of  Alexandra  was,  theti,  the  same  as  Mariamne's ; 
but  bow  diffcrcntij;  do  wo  regard  it.  Her  restless  tnttiguee, 
cariog  for  neither  sin  nor  ebame  In  their  accomplishment ;  her 
fearful  ambition,  nlwaj-s  ending  in  destruction  to  the  inoocent, 
as  well  as  to  hentelf ;  ber  entire  want  of  all  boman  feeling 
save  in  ber  grief  for  Aristobolas.  and  those,  too,  her  aft*-r. 
conduct  bids  us  trace  more  to  the  agony  of  mortified  ambition 
tluD  of  mAternal  bereavement,  all  i-->nipel  ws  actually  to  recoil 
from  the  cnntemiilaUon  of  her  character  and  deprive  uh  of  ftll 
aTmpathy  in  her  fate. 

Had  the  been  other  than  she  was ;  had  nhe  taught  her  nrond 
njtrit  salnniKMOii,  and  sought  to  conciliate,  not  oStntl,  the 
female  membent  of  Herod'fl  family,  much  of  misery  Iwith  for 
MnriafflM  nod  henelf  might  have  been  averted.  We  cos 
derive  no  individual  lewitn  from  her  history,  sb.vc  of  waniiiig, 
lost  tbo  temptations  of  thitt  world,  luxury  and  vorldlincM,  the 
petty  ambition  of  rivalry  in  riches  nnd  appearance,  pn'judica 
and  envy,  should  distort  the  fair.  »wcct  colouring  of  liumantty, 
and  close  up  our  hearts  in  the  icy  mail  of  Betfishncn  nnd  prid«. 
Alexandra  was  not,  bv  nature  and  conKtitutinn,  difTerent  from 
other  women  ;  but  tne  Heeds  of  sin,  of  which  circumstancea 
and  education  prevent  our  very  consciousness,  in  her  obtained 
ascendancy,  and  crashed  all  of  human  fei^ing  and  womnnly 
tondemeas  beneath  their  poisonous  and  orerfpreading  weeds. 

Her  intrigues  and  ambition,  however,  are  strong  conhrmatriry 
proofs  of  the  social  position  of  the  Women  of  Israel  in  ber 
time.  We  see  she  tud  fiill  liberty  to  scheme  and  set,  and 
endeavour  in  more  than  one  instance  to  pnt  herself  forward 
in  actual  opposition  to  the  mighty  and  magnihcent  (lerod, 
powerful  as  tie  was  in  himself,  and  courted  by  all  foreigu  statta, 
TWt  she  never  succeeded  showed  indeed  tbc  weaknen  of  her 
cause,  but  not  (he  debasement  of  her  social  coadit.um.   Tbsa« 
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oould  hare  bt-eti  tio  )»w  existing,  eitlier  irritt«D  or  oral,  to  tb 
diBparumnviil  of  wooicn  nt  tlie  tiine,  or  Iilt  natural  poatioa 
would  navv  ri;ii<ii!T«l  hvr  ma  powerioa  aiul  in^ignitif^oat  eno 
&r  the  formatioQ  of  iiuriffue^  muclt  lew  to  permit  tlieir  u»- 
prntauQO  in  Um  ey«  of  Uurud,  aiid  coDsequeut  |»reecQtioa  d 

The  mother  of  Herod  is  muntioiMd  do  mon  in  biatoir,  ud, 

not  boing  a  woman  of  I^^nl■l,  wo  arc  not  eroa  boand  to  faQo* 

me's  sinful  ourac  any  further ;  but  for  tbe  oompletioa  of 

kistoiy  w«  will  i^ketoh,  hricRy  as  may  be,  the  coutinauM 

'of  her  cniflcr.     Her  first  public  act  an«r  the  dtiatli  of  b« 

victiin,  for  auch,  uiiJoubti-Jly,  Mariamne  was,  was,  in  dtfiaaw 

of  allJewish  law  and  wniunniy  delicacy,  toeendabtliofdiviKM 

to  her  hushand,  Co«tsbaruB,  with  wlioni  she  had  quamllid, 

txousiug  the  deed  to  Ilcrod  hy  tiling  him  that  it  waa  fiir  Ui 

■ake  sbe  had  thus  acted,  having  disconred  that  CoitaJNiu 

had  joined  in  a  conajjinto)'  against  him,  and  had  alao  prtawTii 

.  alive,  in  direct  contradict  ion  to  Herod's  orden  (iiwiod  twdn 

.  before),  the  sons  of  Babaa,  men  of  the  Asmotuaan  Hue, 

nd  in  great  favour  with  the  multitude.     Being  foood  in  tlu 

96  deaignat^d  by  Salome,  they  were  all  hUiu  ;  and  Cott»- 

IS,  widt  ffitir  other  of  Herud'R  intimate  friend^  executed  on 

lidome'it  charge.     The  sons  of  Ribiw  were  Umj  laat  eren  di»- 

jtantly  oouneetetl  with  the  Maccabttan  line ;  and  Herod  an 

nngncd  unenonmbered,  without  a  nngle  romaiiiiug  family  ef 

liuwcient  nknlc  and  dignity-  to  interfsre  with  or  prevtnl  ^ 

tdenatioDaliwttioD  of  Judna. 

Sixteen  nr  elgliteen  years  pneaod,  and  we  rrad  nothing  td 
I'Balomu;  but  from  the  moment  of  Alexander's  and  AriiitobiiW 
n turn  to  Judoco,  her  hatred  against  Msriomne  aeemed  n-idndled 
towiiTtU  her  sow,  and  her  machinations  recomineuoad.  Thi 
oung  princes  had  been  educated  at  Btnne,  and  were  roeamd 
'  the  Jewish  population  with  such  enthusiastic  delist  u 
to  have  re-awaltened  the  old  hatred  of  the  AntoD 


latiiix'S, 


1  lo  nave  re-awaKenea  iite  oia  nauea  oi  ii)e  Antonaaa 
The  princes  bore  in  their  mq^eatic  mien  and  noliU 
■a.  nil  the  characteristics  of  their  mother's  race.    !%« 


intervening  years  seem  to  have  bad  as  little  [tower  to  deada 
the  people  a  fore  for  their  native  [irincea,  as  to  diniinish  SaliMDe'l 
hate.  They  could  acarcely  have  arrived  at  Jerusalem  en  the 
nies  and  8UB|:>icions  against  them  coniuicnce>l,  not,  indeecL 
OS  yet  conveyed  to  Herod  by  hit  siitter ;  but  reportji  laiaM 
abroad  that  they  had  been  heard  to  speak  leprooclil  lUly  a^iiMl 
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their  father  m  (bear  mother's  murderer,  And  baldly  to  assert 
thoir  owu  belief  in  her  ianocence  and  virtue.  Theite  rumours 
of  ooune  r«ftolied  Herod's  ear,  and,  reviviiig  all  the  thoiighta 
«id  tortures  of  urevioue  yean,  shook  the  alfecuon  be  was 
bfffianing  to  feel  towards  his  sons,  and  \m  naturally  jealous 
•ad  aiispidous  temper  regained  ascendancy. 

Still,  thodgh  shaketi,  liu  iiur»uc<l  hi*  more  kindly  tnt«ntioD 
towanls  liis  sons,  marr}-iii);  Uith  with  (treat  ^enduur  to  wives 
o  tlifir  own  rauk :  Alvxaiiilvr,  to  Olaiiliyni,  (Liiif^hler  of 
Arcliclaus,  king  of  Ci>ii[iiit]()cia,  a  udioii  vWieh,  if  apjirovcd  of 
by  the  people,  clearly  iri:iiiutif.traU-!t  how  c<>ii)|il(;U:ly  the  Lars 
oi  Moms  were  put  aniili;  or  wUsltv^iI,  itcconliiig  to  the  caprice 
of  tlic  king,  and  how  liUk  timt  [lowt-r  ma  be  supposed  to 
realise  Uke  prumiHCS  of  the  prupli<-t«  ;  Arijitobulus  tuScrvnioc, 
the  daughter  of  SaloiiiP.  That  kho  ithoald  coDScDt  to  give  li«r 
daughter  to  a  mau  she  luttcd,  and  whoso  dcstructjon  she  had 
resolved  to  compass,  may  excite  suae  surprise,  but  is  fully  ex- 
plainer! by  the  iiiinie.  Wliother  the  princess  Bi^remce's  aiTect  ions 
were  excited  towards  her  husband,  or  not,  we  know  not ;  but, 
eroD  had  they  been,  Salome  ksnelf  was  too  completely  void  of 
any  human  or  womanly  feeling  to  penoit  such  affection  to 
interfere  with  her  deeisne,  or  care  for  the  snQViitig  wliich  ia 
that  case  she  iiiflicletT  on  her  eliild.  Shu  pennitttd,  nay. 
piobablj',  proposed  the  union,  to  obtain  a  spy  ud  Ari£t<<bulus 
most  pnvat«  moments  and  most  uognuded  words;  and  tliat 
"^  uice  could  be  pertuadud,  as  Jue^has  tells  us,  into  "  ill- 
■  datnre"  SfjaioBt  her  huthniid,  and  to  "gratify  ker  mcther," 
forge  the  moat  improbable  tales  coDCernini;  her  busbaDa's 
rivate  speeches,  argues  but  too  painfully  that  the  character 
T  Salome  found  its  reflection  to  her  daui;hteT ;  and  Berenice 
'InaTTied  Ari«tobulus  not  from  afieutioo,  out  only  to  aid  hei 
moiher's  plans. 

We  have  no  space,  nor  is  thi-i  the  work  to  dilate  on  all  the 
fearful  niiichiriatinTi^  poi>ueil  by  SiJomcaiid  her  party,  aguast 
tlteee  ill-Csted  youtig  incn.  The  unsuspicious  candour,  the 
open  i&depcndcticc,  und  courageous  uMifTlioii  of  their  mother's 
honour,  against  all  who  purposely  assailed  it,  were  no  match 
for  the  fiendish  subtlety  which  marked  every  word  and  move- 
ment of  Salome.  Tliey  actually  regarded  her  as  their  best 
friend,  at  the  very  periotl  that  her  ever)-  energy  was  used  in 
tDaddeoio;;  the  king  against  them,  till  lie  himself  urged  ou 
their  destruction  with  the  violence  and  hatred  of  a  dmum. 
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The  Ia«  01  AioMA,  totalir  disn^arded  In  the  condemiutioa  of 
MuiuDne.  and  the  mnmitge  of  AIi-KaiKlur  <Arith  a  heat  ben,  mi 
DOW  iiaed  by  the  iiifntuat«d  ttAber.  aa  a  reason  for  hU  deouD^ 
ing  the  eieoution  of  lii«  sons.*  For  five  or  seven  ream  thcM 
maohinntionti  norked,  ere  their  end  was  sccomplUned  bj  the 
Mtual  d««truetjoo  of  the  victims;  and  duriit};  that  iiit«ml, 
the  mort  awful  stat«  of  suspicion  ftom  ODe  mao  to  anothti, 
obtained  powetMion  not  of  the  conrt  a]ane,  but  of  t)i«  wliota 
populntiun.  Execntiona  were  comtantly  oociirriny.  Mod  s^ 
onstd,  bowerer  innocCDt,  and  tortured  into  coufeeaiona  of  giaX 
which  included  many  others— dark  doubto  of  friend  <ME*iMl 
Iriend — brother  a{{:iiu.it  brother — till  all  of  nature  lUwu  and 
human  affeotion»  ajipeared  to  succumb  beneath  the  balefbl 
influence  of  suspicion  and  distrust ;  and  all  tliis  wm  a  womia'i 
work,  and  originated  in  a  woman's  hate,  called  forth  bjr  thi 
petty  feolings  of  jealousy  aiwl  envy. 

InJosephuRwc  find  an  elaborate,  in  Mtlman,«dear,miccbe(, 
Konant  of  this  fearful  period  of  Hero-I'j  rciffo.  To  these  wt 
nkt  our  n-oilers  :  suBkc  it  here  to  Htato,  tliitt  Salome's  baM 
was  gratified.  The  gifted  and  nocompliNhcd  sotis  of  MarianM 
ehtiTed  their  mother't  &ta :  and  though  the  dark  deed  recoiled 
with  horror  and  murder  on  many  of  its  pcrpctratora,  Saloat 
heTself  remained  aninjurtd  bv  tno  shock.  s)>jircd  to  work  est 
her  own  destiny,  and  in  anotner  world  receive  ita  reoomponet. 

But  let  it  not  be  imagined  that  hate  and  it«  concoaitaat 
desiie  of  injury  wore  the  only  characteristics  of  Salome :  bcr 
liCa  was  one  continnod  course  of  intrigue,  alike  political  ud 
personal.  We  do  not  linccr  on  them ,  for  there  can  be  DOthtr 
profit  nor  piMSure  in  so  doing.  Her  treatment  of  CostAbani 
we  already  know  :  and  before  she  was  married  to  Alexao,  soot 
yean  aherward-t,  her  conduct  had  bci-ii  Mich  as  to  excite  Ih* 
Bhame  and  abhorrence  of  even  thiise  licentious  times.  Iltf 
third  husband  was  Alexas,  one  of  Herod's  favouritt-s,  ainl  with 
him  the  appears  to  have  lived  more  peaceliilly  and  honoural-lj 
tlittii  with  his  predecessors.  That,  with  all  her  fearful  dewu 
and  thoughts,  she  was  a  woman  of  msACutine  int^-llcct  and  iiii' 
mcnse  capnl>ility,  is  proved  by  tbeconmmmateKkiUand  tahot 
with  which  i<he  always  contrived  and  carried  oat  her  tMHonooi 
plana  O^n  in  danger,  bat  never  outwitted,  she  repeatedly 
nw  her  companions  in  iniquity  fall  vtctiois  to  their  own  aria 
others,  while  she  bemvlf  remained  unt<itiched  and  ii»* 
*  JoMphut,  AatiniuilJM,  book  svi  cfanp,  tL 
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None  ^ut  a  clever  iroman  ooald  so  otve  iotrigned 
kc{it  up  Buch  a  continued  ouurec  of  frati<l,  deceit,  and 
fttbehoud,  witliout  ever  injuring  bursulf.  But  how  fcnifallj'  do 
these  very  talents  and  capabilities  incicue  bur  retjunaibility 
«ud  her  guilt. 

The  omy  act  recorded  of  her  of  a  Bomenhat  superior  nature, 
U>  tUnae  we  have  touched  upon,  was  her  roleasinc  (roni  the 
I[ir>)>gdroine  all  those  JewUh  noblca  and  eldenwnom  Herod 
bad  cull«cted  there,  commanding  them  to  be  stain  the  cnometit 
of  his  own  death,  thftt  there  might  be  a  general  mouroing  in 
Jndca.  Before  the  king's  death  was  publicly  known,  Salome 
and  Alexaa  gave  lln-m  freedom,  desirinj;  then^  in  Herod's 
Dame,  to  return  to  their  own  lands.  K^memberinx  Uie  ohar> 
octvr  of  Snlome,  «<.•  must  believe  this  action,  like  all  the  rest, 
had  itsorij^in  in  i>»|icy,  not  in  goivlne^.  Had  obediunoe  to 
Htiud's  coDinukiiil  brvn  e()ually  pnlilic,  we  should  uitdoubUdly 
have  read  of  their  cxccutJOD  instead  of  their  release. 

So  iliiiruUv'  hiul  .vhe  contrived  to  retun  her  brotiier's  nlTeo- 
tions,  that,  tnoiigh  it  was  to  her  machinations  alone  be  actually 
owed  all  his  domestic,  and  consequent  mcntid  miwry,  lleiod 
remembered  bcr  lnri;>'1r  in  his  will,  li-aving  her  the  cities  of 
jnuinia,  Ashdod,  and  I'tiasnelis,  with  five  hundred  thousand 
drachmte  in  silver.  To  ber  too  wns  cDtrustcd  his  letter  to  the 
soldiery,  thanking  them  for  her  fidelity  to  himself,  and  exhort- 
iog  them  to  grant  the  same  to  bis  son,  Archelaus,  whom  he 
liad  appointed  king.  Salome  read  it  horecif  to  the  soldiery. 
whom  ner  commands  had  mustered  in  the  amphitheatre,  ana 
the  appuiotment  was  received  with  acclamations. 

But  lier  intrigues  were  not  yet  over.  Aseditionin  Jenisalem, 
•oou  after  the  accession  of  Arcbelaoa,  though  subdued  and 
pani«lied,  uri^ed  the  young  monarch  to  joomey  to  Rome,  tliere 
to  defend  his  conduct,  and  obtain  the  confirmation  of  hia 
{ather'a  wilL  Thithi^  SiLlttme  and  her  whole  fiunily  accom- 
panied him,  osteuMibly,  to  use  her  influence  with  Augustus  in 
his  favour;  secretly,  to  work  against  him,  by  cucoumging 
Antipos,  another  of  Herod's  sons,  to  come  to  Rome,  and  pro- 
^duting  him  her  aid  with  the  emperor  to  disphioe  hu  brother. 
lUse  chargM  were  accorlingly  Drought  against  Aroholana  br 
ft  son  of  Salome,  as  subtle  and  iotriguiDg  as  bis  mother ;  Ml^ 
after  a  rariety  of  delays  and  pleadings,  AichctauB  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  emperor  etimarch  over  half  the  territory  I«ft  htm 
Dy  Herod  (a  poor  substitute  for  the  tiUe  and  power  of  kbg), 
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and  the  lemftiiMlaT  tliriidcd  between  tiro  of  hia  brothen,  PluQp ' 
md  Andpu.  Hen  «giun  m  tnoe  the  workin;^  of  Sdtmiit 
intrignei,  paving  the  vny  for  th*  oomplcte  rotuctioti  to  ■ 
BuDao  prOTincc  of  that  DMatifbl  ImuI  «D>ch  her  broLber  hU 
n  straouotisly  sought  to  denationalise.  With  benet(  ill 
pnwpered.  Bosida  oonGrming  to  her  the  legacy  of  her  brothn, 
Augostoa  confenvd  tbo  royal  neeulenoe  of  Aikidoo;  and 
alteroBt«1y  hen  and  at  Rome  she  seems  to  htve  pMsed  the 
mnaining  yarn  of  her  anstenoe. 

As  we  ao  not  rend  any  further  lecoid  of  her  tDt«rfereoe«  n 
the  i;oTdrmeiit,  wc  are  to  suppoae  chatshecoDtiiicd  tier  sobtO^ 
to  more  privAtc  lile.  She  lived  long  eoongb  to  behold  tbt 
traiL'^ient  kingilom  of  Herod  fiwollowea  up  ia  the  dominioa  d 
the  Romans:  her  natioDAlity,  hergkny,  ber  laws,  all  trunnbd 
under  foot  by  the  heathen  pomr  that  over-rau  tho  iandLBot 
to  Salome  this  musX  hnve  been  rather  a  Boaroe  of  rcjoiciog  thu 
of  grief.  Judging  by  her  acta,  &he  never  loved  Judea,  vtj. 
had  shared  her  brother's  resoktioD  to  hari  it  from  ita  pmi 
eapteiiMcy  se  the  chosen  ktngdom  of  the  Lord — ami  thU  m 
done.  Tlie  banishment  of  Archelaus  f^ve  the  gOTemniriit  into 
the  banda  of  Ilomao  procuratora ;  ami  two  years  aftennrdi 
Salome  eloeed  her  iniquitous  career,  leaving  all  her  citit*  to 
the  emiireas  Jnlia,  tbna  conftrming  our  aKwrtion,  that  luttlitf 
by  birtn  nor  adoption,  character  w>r  feeling,  wasabe  &daagbt(r 
of  Jerusalem. 

QUd  to  quit  anch  a  mibject  of  dtKutti.tfaction  otid  mtn,  m 
kavv  to  our  readera'  own  miRd.1  all  reHections  on  the  uianetM 
of  ^omc,  bidiluig  tliem  only  remember,  that,  anful  aa  is  tk* 
picture  nf  fi-mab  depmvity,  it  is  truth  not  Jktum,  and  tbar»- 
fi>n;  duman<ix  our  serious  consideration  as  to  the  oriji^n  of  thcie 
over-itprciifUn^'  crimes^  The  seeds  of  nidtedness  are  ao  email 
08  to  DO  inviMl>1i\  a-liuion  only  can  destroy  tlicm  ec«  ' 
discovered  j  autl  Salmue  knew  not  GoD. 


HELENA.  QUEES  0?  ADIABENE,  A>*D  BERKKlOt 

^tanrr  years  passed  :  the  miseries  of  Jmloa  and  ber  hapl.._ 
people  iucreaso^.  Tlio  Law  of  Moees  was  still,  indeed,  ibe  n> 
ligion  of  l)ie  country  ;  in  some  hearts  pan;  and  HjijritiULl  as  it 
had  been  given,  in  otliore,  burdened  witb  saperstiUoa,  violeooA 
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and  minutiie,  vholly  forei)^  to  it«  beautttui  consitt^ncy  :  in 
others  fast  t{iviog  place  to  tUe  cu-stoins  and  h&bit»  of  tho 
Boinana.  Darknen — moral,  iHtelicctiial,  and  spiritual— had 
sath«rud  over  the  nation  as  a  wliolc.  Qod  bad  left  them  ia 
Bis  wratli  to  punuc  their  own  hiLrdoD«d  onuree ;  but  even  at 
this  jieriod,  when  the  tniu  n-liginn  Kcemcd  fast  &aing  from  the 
Mfth,  a  ray  «f  rcririnf!  lustre  bcnmod  exactly  in  cotifiniiAtiDQ 
of  th«  conHi>Hnf(  theory,  that  God  ncvor  leaves  Himself  without 
iritncswM  upon  earth. 

Helena,  qiicon  nf  Adiftbene,  a  district  beyond  the  Tigris, 
had  cnibrace<i  Judaism.  An  independent  sovereign,  whose  do- 
ninioD  over  her  own  subjects  was  absolute,  and  whose  actions 
owned  DO  supremacy  but  her  own  will,  this  act  must  have  heea 
both  voluDt.iry  and  from  conviction.  It  could  hare  had  no 
oltorior  motive  in  ambition,  for  Judea  was  not  only  under  iron 
subjection  to  the  Romans,  but  devastated  by  bmine  aod 
disease.  Itates,  the  son  of  Helena,  had  been  sent  by  hia  father, 
Mooobaziis,  to  be  educated  at  the  court  of  Abeiierig,  king  of 
Cbaraoene,  a  district  on  the  Persian  Gulf.  While  there,  he 
became  acquainted  with  Ananias,  a  Hebrew  merchant^  who, 
in  his  commercial  character,  had  frequent  aceean  to  the 
women's  apart  meat  A,  and  never  lost  an  opportunity  of  incul- 
cating th«  teneta  of  his  faith.  Imtes,  who  had  marrieil  Die 
dangiitcr  of  Ahi-neri^.  appi'ur^  to  have  beeo  present  at  these 
oooftreDCCK,  and  al.iii  hecuiii<?  :l  oou  vtrt.  hy  a  cunous  coincidence, 
ftt  tbe  very  tim«  that  lit.i  moiher,  Heli^tia,  embraced  the  re- 
ligion alao.  So  eaniMt  w;t.«  luiti-a  in  tho  cauxe,  that,  on  his 
ntuni  to  hi*  country,  and  iicrci-winii,  nfler  his  father's  death, 
be  insisted  ou  being  received  into  the  covenant  of  Abrvtham, 
against  the  advice  of  his  mother,  and  even  Ananias,  who  np- 
peais  to  have  accompanied  ilie  young  mooarob  as  his  choaeo 
oounaellor  and  fii^enci.  IsaC^vi  had  not  the  risht  of  primogeui- 
tttro  to  his  father's  crown  ;  and  knowing  that  he  had  veir 
many  enemies  in  the  partixniis  of  his  brotliers,  Helena,  thougb 
an  earnest  convert  her8i?!f,  feared  that  such  a  public  dq)arturo 
firom  the  religion  of  his  country  would  create  sedition  and  r»- 
bdJioD  in  his  people.  Iiatea  at  first  yielded  to  her  counsel ; 
but  his  inclinaiioua  receiving  Aresh  incentive  from  the  represen- 
tations of  Eleavr,  a  learned  Oalihean  Jew,  and  his  own  tm- 
pRMoiu  of  a  frequent  and  earnest  study  of  tbe  Law  of  Moee^ 
oe  «H  received  into  the  covenant  of  Abrabam,  and  no  evUa 
IbUowed  :  for,  to  use  here  the  words  of  Joacpbus,  "  it  was  God 
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bo  hin<1cro(l  wlut  tiity  fevred  bom  taking  effect, 
erred  botU  luttck  hinutolf  and  bis  noiu  from  many  _  _ 
ud  ptocnred  tlMtr  dLilivcnnce  vbcn  it  Bvemod  impoastbl^dt- 
■noBBtratine  Uionibj,  thwX  tbo  fniit  of  piety  does  not  pttiA. 
tat  tboee  wuo  haro  regard  fur  Him,  and  for  tbeir  fiutb  updo 
UiiD  onW."- 

But  Helena's  oonTcraioD  is  of  more  importance  to  our  pr»- 
sent  subject  tluut  than  of  Iut«s.  Her  zeal  was  so  eamat, 
her  faitb  so  heutfclt,  that,  nbco  her  naturid  auxtet/  m 
calmed  bj  the  peace  and  pruepenty  which  followed  her  hd'i 
ppofeiBioa  of  Judaism,  she  requested  his  permisaioti  to  nuik« 
a  ioamey  to  Jenualem,  and  worship  at  the  holy  t«mple  ti«n 
Tbii  was,  at  that  Ume,  no  trifling  undertakiD^;.  'mTclliif 
voa  danmrous  and  &ti]{iuiifi  :  Judoa  in  constaut  potty  wu^ 
/ait,  and  almost  exhanstea  by  a  aerere  and  long-cuiiUoiH«l 
ikmin&  But  Helena,  who  appears  a  woman  of  great  enogf, 
(lid  not  husitdUi  to  incur  all  tnese  evils,  ao  that  wie  ooold  bat 
offer  her  sacrifice  of  thaukE^tTiuS  >Q  the  ehoeen  hooae  uf  God. 
itat^a  readily  aAoeded,  muciiiK  lavish  preparations  fbr  JKr 
jonnief  according  bo  her  rank,  ueetowing  on  her  large  snmi  of 
money  ;  and,  in  the  tnie  aiiirtt  of  tlie  religion  they  had  both 
protemed,  which  bo  inculcated  filial  re^MCt  and  love,  he  his- 
sdr  accompanied  her  great  pnrt  »r  her  joomey. 

The  fuminu  raging  in  Jerutalem  would  bam  terrified  araf 
any  less  icalous  eonwrt ;  but  Hotcna  quieily  took  up  hit 
abode  in  the  distressed  city,  making  it  hor  busineas  to  nSm 
the  sufferers  by  munificent  gifts  both  of  ftHxl  and  mooey.  SKn 
despatched  some  of  hor  household  to  Alexandria,  to  parchan 
latm  qaantilies  of  uom,  and  othon  to  Cyprus,  for  a  caigs 
of  dried  figs;  and  both  missions  ncoompUshed  with  unusul 
promptn^s.  and  relief  most  jndiciniuly  bestowed,  the  meooiy 
of  (ji:eeu  Helena  long  lingered  with  the  oporuwed  people; 
^flo'i  iii-r  acts  are  recorded  by  Joeephos  with  a  leeline  and  in- 
res^vt-nesa  which  are  not  often  found  in  his  detaiu.     Itatea* 

0,  un  being  informed  of  the  £unine,  sent  large  sums  to  titt 
principal  men  in  Jenis&tem.  Both  himself  and  his  mother 
appeared  tamr  to  deiui>iiatrate  the  truth  and  luncvrily  of  thnt 
Conretuon  07  their  earticat  endcATuuni  for  tlie  good  of  the 
Jewish  people;  a  striking  contnst  to  the  oouduot  of  ihoM 
Jdnmioan  proselytes,  whose  only  desire  had  been  to  ~ 
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th«  people,  and  ainslganiatA  with  tlie  heatlua,  both  their 
relic  ion  and  their  I&nd. 

How  long  IlekuA  dwelt  in  Jeruialein  does  not  appear ;  tntf 
from  the  good  she  accompliitKed,  uid  the  macnifioeot  tomba, 
or  p)Taiiiid^,  wbicii  she  erected  about  tliree  furlong  from 
Jeruhalein,  we  &re  led  to  supiiuse  tiiut  «iie  had  adopted  thft 
OOlllitn'  as  well  ajt  tlie  religioci  for  hur  own,  and  dwelt  thero 
the  Krvnter  |Kirtiuii  of  the  reiDaindo  of  her  lifi'.  Httr  stroug 
kffcctioD  for  laatea denaDded  a  puwvrfal  iiicenLivu  to  licr  living 
ftpart  from  him,  and  that  incentive  upiwars  to  hiivo  Iwcn  tliu 
delight  of  wonhipgnug  the  Eternal  in  hiii  tctnplc  :  titu  privi- 
Iv^x  of  obcyiog  every  little  of  hix  law  more  faithfuU)',  fuHy,  itnd 
pTii:i»clf  than  die  could  Imvc  done  in  her  own  Und,  and  the 
c^instant  Icinducn  and  good  works  to  the  Hebrew  people,  with 
which  she  proved  her  piety  and  ical.  The  dcnlh  of  Jutes, 
after  n  pntHperoufl  reign  of  twenty-four  ycun,  caueod  the 
d«epetit  AtHictioD  to  his  inotluir,  for  not  onlv  were  ihey  bound 
tngetbcr  by  the  adoption  of  tlio  same  creeJ,  which  drew  the 
human  affectioos  sliLl  closer  than  meri'ly  natural  ti«s,  bat 
Joseph  us  alludes  to  him  as  a  most  dutiful  and  aOectionat«  son. 
One  c«&solatioii,  however,  ehe  had  ;  the  privilege;  and  princi- 
ples of  Judaism  were  not  all  lost  to  her  country  by  the  deatb 
of  l£at«a.  The  crown  of  Adiabene  went  to  Monobuos,  tur 
eldest  BOD,  who  had  also  embraced  Judjtit'm  ;  and  Helena, 
though  aged  and  inlinn.  and  bowed  down  by  her  sad  bereave- 
tuent,  hastened  to  Adiabene,  to  con^atulate  and  bless  him  on 
his  accessiaD.  hates  had  1^  the  cronn  to  his  brother,  instead 
of  to  eitlier  of  hia  own  sons,  in  gratitude  for  the  fidelity  and 
affection,  whii'h  although  put  aside  for  the  accession  of  a 
younger  brother,  Ifonobaxus  had  always  proved.  Helena, 
however,  did  uut  lone  survive  Untes ;  she  died  at  Adiabene^ 
And  M»n>>b)i£U9,  in  autifnl  obedience  to  the  last  allies  of  his 
mother  and  brother,  tiud  their  leniaiiis  tran&]>ort«d  to  Jeni»a> 
lem,  where  they  were  interred  in  the  splendid  mausoleum 
erected  by  Helena  no  doubt  with  that  intent 

The  histvr}'  of  Helena,  i»  a  refreshing  picture  of  feminine 
gentleness  aud  family  love,  a^r  the  f«arful  deeds  and 
characters  we  have  of  late  perused.  There  is  a  gentl« 
wimanly  dispmition,  apnarent  even  in  ber  appeal  to  thie 
people  after  her  tiu»banda  deatli,  a  horror  of  violence  and 
sevttritf.peculiarly  ooi»i«t«ntwiih  her  true  feminine  qualities: 
*'  1  belwve  yon  ore  not  anaquainle:!  t^t  tny  huaband  ww 

C  K 


i 


m 


Tin.  WilHEX  or  UR^KU 


desinns  that  lutes  should  toooccd  him  in  the  _  _ 

ud  thovght  htm  not  aiiwortliy  ao  to  do,"  was  ber  obn 
ftddnai,  whose  only  cloquenoe  «u  tnnoeritx    wid  tnilk 
^'Howerer,  I  wait  joui  dvterminntion  ;  for  bawy  »  bt  vbii 
[  feceiTM « Idnfnlom  not  from  a  nn^lc  jwrsoo  ooly,  bat  An 
L  (lie  willing  sufftiLgca  of  a  great  many." 

Wlicii  the  amoMr  protrrg  of  a  natton  is  thus  oonoiUaU^ 
their  d<eisioii  is  goii«rally  sure  la  b«  the  deci^ou  dMitd, 
I  Unatdmously  th«y  prcswd  forward  to  par  homa^  to  tliot 
Oueen,  and  oonfirm  their  lat«  king's  rasolutioD,  advisiag  *t 
tii«  sam«  tjm«  the  death  of  all  too  brethren  aud  kiDfanen 
flf  I»t«s,  to  secure  him  on  th«  throne,  fint  Ilel«na's  g«ntla 
tpirit  shmnk  from  k>  fearful  a  deed,  though  of  la»e«'  bnthm 
1 4nly  one  was  her  son.  She  calmed  the  j>oi>ular  excit«mMt  kf 
[thanking  thorn  for  th«ir  zeal,  bat  desiring  them  to  |m«t|nM 
(tneh  vtoluiit  mrosurcs  till  Intes  ntamed,  and  should  himaM 
gk  thoin  oxpcilient.  The  mnltitude  consented,  only  d> 
ting  hl^^  to  rr^tmin  them  in  bonds  for  their  own  securin', 
lill  the  nrrivnl  of  lintes,  an<l  to  set  up  some  one  io  wbon  iM 
eotilcl  place  perfect  trust,  as  regent  of  the  kingdom  in  tht 
nlBsantimo.  Ilad  Helena  be«D  an  acnbittous,  or  a  politic  sod 
'  luspicious  woman,  it  would  hare  been  rery  eaxy  for  bar  to 
bavo  rctAitted  the  regency  herself;  aod  had  she  not  had  perfNt 
trust  in  the  honour  and  aSectioQ  of  her  eldest  soa,  botb  fa 
herself  and  Itatee,  she  could  not  hjtve  confided  tbe  kiagtr 
power  to  his  keeping,  even  placing  the  dindem  upoo  bUbaki 
and  the  signet  on  hu  hand,  endowing  him  with  fill]  powets  M 
Bororeign  till  hates'  return.  Pew  characlera  could  h»Te  aw- 
taitied  this  ordeal,  and  resigned  a  power,  the  swevta  of  wlikb 
bad  been  foWy  tasted,  to  a  younger  brother ;  yet  Monoboan 
did  BO  :  and  in  this  reiy  deed,  and  in  the  confidence  and 
kflection  existing  unintemijptedly  between  ibe  bratboi 
throughout  their  lives,  as  in  the  beauty  and  uoselfigb  botuMr 
of  their  mutual  characters,  we  read  a  still  clearer  commenlafy 
on  tbe  true  character  of  tlieir  muther,  thou  in  her  OTTB  act^ 
gentle  and  full  of  beauty  as  they  were. 

Ni>iie  but  a  mother's  judicious  tniniug  and  impartial  ton. 
coulil  .■>!>  have  united  her  sons,  that  tbe  elder  codM  sobmit  hi 
the  supLTiority  of  the  youn^r  without  jealousr  aod  ronitaoce. 
Milman,  indeed,  attributes  to  the  sedition  of  Monobfttua^  llw 
attacks  of  the  Arabian  and  Parthian  kings ;  bat  as  Jowpboit 
~  '»}  might  hnre  been  living  at  the  very  time  of  these  erent^ 
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do«s  not  give  ns  nny  warrant  for  tltc  surmise,  vo  rcjc«t  it 
allngetlwr,     Accurdiiic  to  him  it  wu  the  desire  of  Monobiuiia 
•nd  other  of  the  kiogs  Iciiirlrvd,  to  become  Jcirs,  vtliich  rotued ' 
the  Adiabeoians  to  revolt,  and  to  invite  foreign  poteDttte*  1 
■guBst  their  kiog.    Id  fact,  cvenr  war  in  which  ucates  mm 
•DOtged,  originated  in  Iho  nnooyancc  of  hia  subjects  at  hi*' 
MOWAcing  Judaism  ;  but  he  remained  firm  and  iiii^IiakeD  in 
tfae  relifpon,  embraced  not  from  ambition  but  conviction,  uid 
lie  triumphed  over  both  f  reign  and  domestic  foea. 

The  character  of  Helena  would  have  ornamented  any  reli- 
pou  ;  but  we  can  diacem  throuRhout  it  the  ]iure  spirituality . 
aC  that  period  only  dtacovemble  in  the  rdiKton  of  the  Lord,  I 
Her  diii|]Oi«ition    naturally  clinging   and  gentle,    her  hearbj 
capable  of  the  strongest  emotidiin,  her  mind  coiiiitjintly  urging 
to  tlte  good,  could  not  retit  saUHfied  with  Heathen  worniiip. 
She  woA  instnicted  in  the  Jewish  tenets ;  their  spirittiatity, 
their  temporal  consolntion,  their  eternal   hope,  and   infinite 
lore,  their  vast  capabilities  for  exercising  tue  intellect  and 
hcartv  filled  up  the  void  which  heathenism  could  not;  and] 
Helena  bi-lieved :  and  she  bore  witness  throughout  the  whole  I 
tenour  of  her  after  life,  to  the  sincerity  ana  purity  of  that' 
belief. 

Now  would  this,  could  this  oonrcrsion  have  taken  place,  if 
t}te  Jewish  religion  degraded  women  to  the  rank  of  slaves  and 
*nd  heathens  'i  This  siuglo  story  would  be  suflicient  to  prove 
the  groundless  falsity  of  the  charge.  Helena  was  a  powerful 
and  respected  queen  and  mother  in  her  own  nation,  accn»- 
toined  Ifl  receive  homage,  to  be  consulted,  to  make  uae  of  her 
intellect  and  political  sagacity,  to  take,  in  fact,  a  higher  and 
more  esteemed  grade  than  naa  the  geneml  condition  of  bcAtbe 
Vtmen  1  and  ia  it  likely  she  wouUI  aacrilioe  alt  these  privilw 
«r  MX  and  *tntion,  by  the  adoption  of  a  religion  whicti  dc- 
prived  lier  of  both  f  What  would  have  been  the  use  of  li«r 
converrioD,  if  there  were  auy  gniiiti<l  for  the  fidM  aasertion, 
that  wotsen  have  no  wuIk,  and  neither  the  form  nor  the  ^rit 
«f  religion  is  incumbent  npon  tbein  ?  Hail  her  conversoat 
taken  place  when  Israel  was  at  the  height  of  it«  temporal 
and  spiritual  glory,  when  ,t  world  acknowledged  its  holy 
supremacy,  and  sought  its  fricodship,  as  a  land  divinely. 
&vcurcd,  there  might  have  been  a  doubt  allowable^  aa  to^ 
vhetber  Helena  sought  the  safety  and  increase  of  her  temporal 
_^oauiuonsin  the  public profeisionofJudaieiB;  butnomckdiwibb 
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ctn  KtUeb  itoolf  to  tlie  purity  of  her  tBotiT«9t.  irhcn  we  nfle^, 
on  the  then  (xMition  of  JudeL  There  oouM  be  neither  gUqr 
nor  uturaction  in  uniting  henelf  with  »  oattoD  mok  to  Uh 
Tery  Inviitt  <'l>b  of  deffmd.itioii,  hnveriiig,  u  it  were,  oo  tb 
very  brink  of  nnnihilatioii.  But  one  motive  coald  ht*t 
aebutcd  her :  vkI  that  wm  the  natnnl  emring  for  a  rerekU 
rdifcton,  peculiar  to  dutpoMtions  mth  m  hers.  But  Jadwa 
would  not  hftve  Rati^fiea  tboae  cmvings,  if  it  really  were  tht 
stern,  harsh,  fzclaeivo  impenitilioD  which  it  is  by  iiomo  pr^ 
claimed  ;  if  its  ordinancce  were  for  man,  and  woman  were  t 
mere  cirpher  in  ita  Iawb.  But  snch  Jiidfti-'OD  was  unknown,  till 
the  slandere  of  modem  times  m>  reported  it.  Helena  rMu)  ti 
the  Lav  of  Moee«  the  tender  pitying  care  of  woman,  in  all 
her  varyttig  relationa  and  positions  of  life,  as  vu  have  eo- 
deavoured  to  display  it  in  oar  Second  Period.  She  read  lliU 
a  Father  had  tirunii§ed  a  place  in  llis  honae,  dearer  ewi  this 
Mils  and  daugliten),  ti>  all  who  kept  lliaeabbatbs  and  embnctd 
His  covenants,  and  therefore  it  nas  she  believed  ;  and  in  litf 
earnest  zeal  parted  from  her  beloved  children,  1^  a  booo  of 
|>cace  and  luxun-,  where  she  mas  known,  respected,  loved,  to 
journey  many  toilsome  und  weary  leasee,  only  for  the  bomi* 
cciu  of  Hacriticiug  ofTeriii^  of  tbankstfiving  to  the  Lora  of 
Houls,  who  had  in  His  mercy  given  Der  the  knowledge  ii 
Him«e!f.  Famine  and  ml^Tj  were  aroand  her  in  JemaJen  [ 
alic  muitt  h»ve  aeeu  many  immful  evidences,  that  the  holy  re> 
ligioR  she  bad  embraced  was  desecrated  by  its  own  oflspring; 
tltat  social  iniquities  and  imliridual  apnstasies  were  throwing 
adark  banier  oetween  the  Jew  and  bu  God;  yet  she  oenr 
wavered,  devoting  ber  fortune  and  her  en«^i«8  to  deeds  tf 
kindness,  charity,  and  love ;  thus  urovins:  how  completely  ihe 
bad  become  one  with  the  people  whiwe  nOigion  she  prufetaed. 
If  woman  were  prohibited  the  privilege  m  sacritice,  etc.,  b  il 
likely  wo  should  Bnd  Josepbus  recording  the  visit  <^  a  femak 
pTOseljrte  to  Jerusalem  for  that  sole  purpoie?  or  Helena  heiwlf 
so  anxious  to  obey  tlte  ordinances  of  the  Law  ?  It  is  tMwUoi 
to  continnc  the  argument,  the  &ct  contains  in  ttaelf  tlie 
strongest  refiitation  of  the  charge  levelled  1^  the  ignoimiit 
against  us.  The  prt'judioes  of  education  may  endrar  cvfa 
superstition  or  heathenism  to  its  votaries  thcmaelve«  ;  but  we 
may  rest  ansured  that  no  woman,  respected  and  elevated  by 
the  customs  and  habita  of  her  original  cieed  and  utive 
subjects,  would  voluntarily  adopt  another  tending  to  tnslare 


UKLKNA. 


Ul 


Huid  to  delaae  hei.     Helena's  rirtue  and  intellect  bad  ruaed 
her  sbove  tier  natioa  and  her  age,  occuionuig  a  void  and 
loiieliQc^  which  ur^^ed  her  to  seek  and  find  repose  in  unusual 
attidies.    To  de6ite  the  void  might  have  been  even  to  henclf 
imposible,  uutil  the  word  of  God,  expluned  by  an  eanieot  aotf 
pioDs  Israelite,  at  once  revealed  and  filled  it ;   and  in  itai 
inexhaustible  fulneas,  aatiftlied  her  woman  heart  on  e^rth,  and 
pointed  with  an  angel-finger  to  another  world,  wheie  all  tlie 
pantingH  of  intellect  and  aiTL-ction  would  find  sufficieni^  andj 
tvA ;  aud  hojie,  yet  dearer,  where  Hhe  and  her  beloved  ontt] 
would  meet  again,  and  be  with  Israel's  Qod  for  ever  I  To  i 
women  (Salome  and  Alc^candra  for  inatance),  thcee  considera*^ 
tioiiK  wunld  be  of  little  raluL- ;  but  to  cUaracter^  iiuch  aa  Helen* 
of  Atliabeiie,  they  would  mark  their  iuimurtal  truth,  in  tlio 
slow  of  joy  and  bli$»ful  calm  inseparable  from  real  religioiu 
faith,  pervading  fur  the  firat  time  an  awakened  human  heart. 

The  fimt  year  of  the  Jewiah  war,  66  of  the  Cliristian  Era, 
preunts  ua  with  n  sinking  illustration  of  tlio  Hebrew  fc-inalo's 
Ctpalnlity  and  freedom,  to  make  and  to  fulfit  singular  vows, 
Td«  fact  is  bricdy  recorded  and  tritting  in  itscif,  but  important 
as  the  only  instance  of  the  kind  mentioned  In  our  history. 
That  there  were  many  others,  is  more  tlian  likely.     No  law 
WW  institnted  by  our  gnat  lawgiver,   which   boil   not  its 
'     practical  illustration  in  the  liistory  of  his  people.     Nor  would 
the  law  of  vows  of  cither  kind,  "singuUr  or  Nazaritc,"  have 
formed  part  of  the  given  code,  if  their  necessity  liad  not  been 
visible  in  the  want^  aiid  customs  of  the  multitude.     That  v^i 
have  only  one  recorded  instance  of  its  obodieuce  by  a  womaftl 
of  Israel,  does  not  prove  its  previous  diause,  but  that  thoaaj 
who  had  occa^iioD  to  make  and  fulfil  singular  vows,  were  in  i 
dinnetitio  and  retired  a  position,  to  obtain  the  notice  of  { 
historian.    The  manner  in  which  Jo«ephus  alludes  to  it,  marks! 
it  of  fK«]ue(it,  not  of  .«iii;:ular  nccumtnoe,  a  custom  in  taat  of  I 
thu  natjon,  in  cose  of  distempent  or  oUier  di«lKSM«."* 
The  aubiect  of  this  "aingular  vow,"  is  one  that  we  may 
k^trhaw  be  blamed  for  introducing  into  our  page*,  her  oharactCL  < 
^Hoeording  to  some  of  the  Latin  historians,  Dcing  of  doubtfoll 
^(9pntation.    As,  however,  this  calumny  cannot  M  proved,^ 
I    .as,  being  a  woman  of  Israel  by  birth  and  creed,  she  was  an 
L-  rot^ect «  prejudice  and  aversion  to  the  Komans  ;  nnd  as  tlw 
^\  JoMpliiu'  Wan,  book  U.  eb.  !«. 
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uUricU  then,  u  now,  heaitat«d  iiot  to  calitmnut*  inn 
Md  Uncken  re|iatatu>n,  only  to  iirovido  thettuelves  with  a  jc< 
— we  ftre  not  buuixl  to  credit  the  iwKerlioRS  of  either  das  of 
writ«re.  A  filwice  over  the  a[it)cn<lix  to  the  fifth  book  U 
Tacitus'  UuUtry  will  tliow  the  uiifavonrmble  light  in  which  hu 
nation  WB«  MCiutnmed  to  tvnrd  the  belief  eiutom^  and 
onUoaocea  of  Judatsn  ;  and,  then-foTV,  it  is  mora  than  likely 
that  the  Tvry  fact  of  Berenice,  being  a  Jewish  woman,  nnn«<ullr 
~*  autiful  ami  giftnl,  lutmirvd  by  VespnHna,  and  actnoUf 
tored  and  nearly  weddtnl  by  Titus,  should  have  ezciled  tin 
extnme  jealousy  of  the  Bomans,  from  which  calamny  and 
■nnicioB,  how«Ter  base  and  niifoundcd,  are  snre  to  procM. 

Josephua,  whose  history  fnrours  the  Ronioag,  anil  aJo^ 
their  views  as  tnQcb  as  possible,  of  course  insinnatce  the  saM 
■eandal,  which,  however,  he  never  attempts  to  provt ;  and  ill 
only  instance  in  which  be  does  brini;  Bnenice  forwud,  u  Dot 
only  in  a  womanly  and  aminble,  but  in  a  relicioag  and  p«tiii<tie 
Ught.  Had  this  not  been  the  case,  we  should  have  len  her  tg 
the  general  historian ;  bat  as  tliat  void  in  oar  reomb  ii 
npuly  advancing,  where  there  is  scarcely  any  mention  if 
inaividBals.  male  or  female,  and  the  bittory  of  the  women  (f 
is  lost  ID  the  fearful  vortex  of  national  misery  aol 
rtobsequent  dispersion,  we  arc  glad  to  svtso  the  &inte«t  oil 
'  Uost  aDfinished  notice,  which  can  in  any  point  coofiim  00 
theory  and  iUnstiate  our  laws. 

One  fact,  also,  our  readcts  must  bear  in  mind  :  th«  petiod 
{n  which  the  object  of  our  present  notice  exi>.ted  was  one  «f 
Hm  grossest  immorality.  Custom  authorised,  in  man^  satioDl 
actually /Mo/tMi/,  marriages,  which,  in  the  earlier  **.ages  of  tb* 
world,  and  when  the  law  of  Qod  was  established  iiiid  fnllowed, 
had  been  rtganfcd,  as  tliey  would  be  now.  most  ualawfiil  am 
impure.  Therctigionof  tlicMebrewsexiBtcdbutin  Dame.  From 
the  reign  of  Herod  the  denatitMuJisotioD  cooimcDced.  Alter 
his  death,  Roman  proeumtors  govcmod  and  Koman  soldiers 
ovetran  the  land  ;  and  such  an  awful  spirit  of  party  difidtd 
the  Jews  who  yet  remained,  that  the  neutrats  believed  the 
dominion  of  the  Romans  (at  lees  evil  than  the  divisions  and 
•editions  of  their  own.  At  such  an  epoch  at!  statutes,  hnmaa 
and  divine,  were  set  aside  ;  a  man  did  as  his  netghbovr  did, 
and  cuittom  alone  was  law.  Tite  pure,  beautiful  ordinoaoo^ 
prohikittog  too  near  consonguinitj  in  the  maniige  tui^  wnt 
tlelely  1^  aiid*  fag  tlw  owm  holy  natioo  for  whom  tbv 
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were  framed ;  und  the  fftmily  of  Herod  Appeared  resolved  on 
assisting  tlioir  fathcr'a  plnii.;  fiir  Romanisinff  the  Jewtahpeoplt 
,  by  emuktiDg  all  tUo  heath™  nations  in  their  utler  iadifilerencs 
I  tlie  laws  of  mania^'ei,  aud  framing  unions  regardleaa  of  tha 
'"ties  of  relationship  formerly  restraining  them."  The  union  of 
brother  and  sister,  horrible  as  it  reads  to  ns,  waa  then  Id  eoo> 
stant  practice  amonj^l  the  Egy|itisna,  SjTians,  Parthians,  and, 
occasionally,  amongst  the  more  TeGned  and  polished  Roman* 
themselves.  Natitmaily,  this  was  ao  awful  state  of  society, 
calling  dovm  always  the  risible  wrath  and  chastisement  of  the 
Eternal  in  the  annihilation  of  the  sinning  nations.  Ittdini. 
dually,  the  crime  was  of  far  leas  magnitude  ;  for  many  aiiiued 
luicoEiscioualv.  aud  the  homir  and  loathing  with  which  we  look 
upon  these  tiiinga,  could  not  have  been  felt  by  those  to  whom 
custom  was  autliority, — examjile.  law. 

We  do  not  write  this  to  excuse  Israel's  sinful  departure  from 
the  law  of  Moses ;  we  know  the  awful  magnitude  of  their 
iniquitie.1  by  the  appalling  nature  of  their  chastisement.  We 
aimply  mention  the  fact  to  remove  what  would  now  appear  the 
extreme  sinfulneH  of  Berenice  if  the  reports  against  ner  had 
fnuodation:  which  foundation,  search  history  as  we  may,  we 
cannot  find.  Nay,  in  the  extreme  laxity  of  rooraU  and  miilti- 
tade  of  impurt  connections  we  read  the  probable  rise  and  ontf 
■onrce  of  lite  rumouriL  Neither  satirists  nor  prejudii^ed  hit* 
toriaoa  were  likely  to  draw  a  line  between  unproved  rumour  and 
proved  Rratily ;  and  it  was  enough  for  them  that  Berenice  wan 
%  beautiful  J«we--M,  to  bunlen  her  with  charges,  frivolous  and 
lifht  to  them,  but  throwing  a  stain  upon  her  reputation,  th« 
mMknees  of  which  could  Hcaroely  be  known  till  aiacovered  by 
the  reading  of  mcdcni  tiinun. 

The  riKordt  of  the  gnukt-granddaughter  of  Mariamne  are  so 
britf  and  so  little  snti-ifiictoT]-,  that  ait  we  can  give  is  a  simjile 
Btatement  of  what  is  not  very  generally  known  conoeming  her, 
her  pivrcntjvge  and  oonncotiuns;  making  the  link  uniting  hw- 
with  Jewish  nnrl  llomaa  hittory  oiore  distinct  than  can  be  the 
(awo  with  mere  g(:n^^^U  researches ;  and  then  revert  to  th« 
circumstance  which  '\»  the  occasion  of  this  notice. 

We  have  already  alluded  to  the  two  sons  of  Mariamne — 

Aristobulua  and  Alexander — aivd  lo  their  marriages :  the  former 

with  his  cousin  Berenice,  Salome"*  daughter  ;  the  latter  witli 

^Glapbyra  of  Cappadocia.     ArUtobtilus  left  live  children ;  two 

^B  *  JoMpbu'  Aallq.,  book  xviiL  ek.  5  aod  not*. 
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of  whom  were— Agrippa,  afl«rw&nL«  king  of  Judca,  and  Herod 
kiuK  of  Chalcis.  Agrippo,  IiimMlf  a  grandeoo  of  Manamoe 
matried  CTpros,  a  granddau^itor  of  tlio  mine  priooees  by  her 
datiKht«r  balftmpsio.  Bjr  this  Cypros,  King  Agrippa  had  fite 
cbUar«u — two  §cidb,  one  of  vrhom,  Dni«us,  died  young :  tbe 
other,  known  as  the  young  Agrippa,  w&a  th«  last  of  tbe 
Idnmie&na  who,  even  nominally,  was  king  of  the  Jewit ;  and 
tttice  daught«ra^Bereai«e.  the  object  of  onr  sketch,  Mariuane^ 
and  Dninlla.  Bercuico  waa,  then,  great  gtaaddaagbtcr  to 
Mariamoe  by  both  her  parent^  and  seems  to  have  iuhtrited 
all  the  gnix  and  beauly  of  the  AsuooMUi  bmily.  In  Juvi^ 
liouAehoIdd  tJiere  nerer  naa  any  diatinctton  made  between  the 
education  of  sons  and  daughters ;  both  equally  shared  tl>e  care 
and  ingtriietionfl  of  their  muther.  who,  were  abe  a  "  Woman  of 
Israel,"  was  always,  or  oii;:hl  to  have  beeo,  perfectly  cotopctent 
to  tbt!  tiLik.  We  find  in  the  Talmud  repeated  ordinances  to 
tbiH  Bfri;i.-t,  wen  K>  fnr  Oft  to  Aay — "  that  if  a  man  tnarrica  a 
woman  without  education,  and  only  for  h«T  money,  ht  will  not 
liavechildrenaccoTdin|{  to  Win  wi»iie.s" — thus  giving  an  illastra- 
tion  of  the  b^ws  which  we  insisted  ugmn  in  onr  Second  Period, 
u  including  niotliera  equally  with  fatitera  in  the  education  nt 
their  children. 

Tbc  clo«e  connection  of  brother  and  Ki:<tcr  we  hare  already 
Men  in  our  notice  of  Aristobuliis  and  Minamne.  and  alaoi 
though  in  a  very  opposite  light,  of  Mcrod  and  Salome,  ana 
some  othiT  instanoea.  8i:^tcr«  wore  n<-ver  norientitiet  in  tbe 
Jewish  state ;  Uicy  always  shnntl.  not  the  affection  sIon& 
but  the  rank  and  influence  of  thetr  brothers,  and  were  loojced 
00  by  the  multitude  in  a  much  superior  light  to  the  female 
scioDS  of  royalty  in  miHk-rn  times.  From  the  extreme  care 
of  woman  in  the  Jewish  laws,  tht;  celebrated  characten  which, 
as  women,  had  swr^lled  their  history,  the  custom  far  female* 
to  iidicrit  when  there  were  no  male^ — the  succession  of  a  wife 
to  the  crown  in  preference  to  the  sons — all  clevat*d  the  position 
of  royal  females  to  a  perfect  cquahty,  Bocially  considered,  with 
their  husbands  and  brothers,  and  brought  them  more  forwa 
in  the  history  of  their  people  than  is  generally  beliered. 

We  are  anxious  to  mark  this  important  fact,  because  it  nil 
throw  light  on  the  true  position  of  Berenice,  which,  from  beinl 
misandergtood  by  the  mere  chronicler  of  the  age,  is,  of  coura^ 
misrepresented,  and  so  mytititiea  bia  readers  equally  with  hinuelf. 

There  scarcely  ai^iears  a  year's  difierence  in  the  a^ea 
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Herod  Agrippa's  elder  children — the  jroun;;  Agrippa  Mid 
Berenic«,  and  th«j  wen,  therefore,  thrown  together  u  isti* 
luatety  and  fflndly  as  AriHtnbulus  and  M-iriamne^  piobabty 
Mccmpauring  thc-ir  father  and  tnDther  in  all  their  vauderingi, 
Bhariog  their  vicift'itii(l<s,  and  educated  tugcther  in  Borne, 
TheT«  trcTO  six  yean  betwceu  Berenice  and  her  next  Bisteff 
Mariamne,  and  fuur  Uctwucn  Mariamiie  and  Drnsilla ;  oon- 
aeqnontly  Berenice  could  have  had  no  companion  in  lior  oim 
&mi])r  except  her  bmtlicr,  with  whom  Agrippa  tlie  elder  appears 
■Iwajm  to  have  associAtcd  her.  Wo  suppoeo  thin  from  a  sen- 
tflDoe  in  Joeephu8,i-  nhich  wo  traoacribe.  Alluding  to  a  slave, 
(rom  whom  Agrippa  had  received  a  trifllQg  kindaesH,  he  Bays, 
"When,  afterwariU,  j^^Ttiipa  was  come  to  the  kingdom,  be 
ttwk  Darticular  care  of  Thaumastus,  and  got  him  bia  liberty 
from  Caiua,  and  made  him  his  atowacd  over  liia  own  eKtates  ; 
»ud  when  he  died  is  i^/t  Aim  to  Agrippa,  kii  ton,  and  t« 
Bvmic4,  Ail  dauijhUr,  to  minitter  to  them  in  tlie  same  camcity. 

Now,  uiili-ss  Uerviiice  had  been,  by  her  father's  will,  aaso- 
«iated  with  her  brother  in  the  ttosseuioD  aud  government  of 
these  ettatc^  there  would  bare  heea  no  need  to  mention  her 
oame  in  conjunction  with  Agrippa's  In  so  simple  a  thing  sa  tlie 
retaining  a  faithful  Mrvant  in  bis  post,  lu  reading  the  uu- 
tktisfacWry  nnnaU  <jf  the  gi^nerat  historians,  we  must  reason  by 
•oalogy.orbc  foTevorgrupiugin  the  dark,  searching  for  minute 
but  important  facld,  and  never  sucoeesfnl  in  the  search.  It 
mnst  have  been  a  habit  and  a  common  jtidgmcot  with  the 
fitther  to  associate  hia  older  children,  aa  mutually  and  equally 
concerned  in  his  public  and  private  affairs,  or  this  charge  would 
not  have  been  so  naturally  left.  We  have  the  conliimation  of 
this  BUggeation  in  later  notices  of  Berenioe ;  but  the  histoTiaiis 
of  Uiat period  forgot  the  sentence  we  have  quoted,  though  that 
in  itHeli  i»  suJlicieiit  to  account  for  her  infl  leoce  with  Agrippa 
in  the  gi'veriimeiit,  and  needa  uo  suppositioa  whatever  of  a 
nearer  oounexioo  between  them. 

The  firM  persoa  to  whom  Berenice  appears  to  have  been 
betrothed  wta  Marcu.t,  accordiiiK  to  Josepnus,  •  sou  of  Alex- 
an<ler  Liysimachuit,  an  alabaroh  who  had  been  imprisoned  by 
Caligiiln,  and  set  at  liberty  and  restored  to  all  his  former  hon- 
oun  by  Claudius.  wh<«e  intimate  friend  he  was;.  As  Benniee 
maB,  however,  only  fifteen,  if  so  much,  when  lier  lather  gav» 

■  Jouphm'  Antiq..  book  xii.  eb.  9- 
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bor  ID  mkningc  to  her  uncle,  Hurotl  of  Ctiolcia,  thn  ooaU  L 
tuivD  been  more  tlum  a  botrollul  «nt«rcil  into  wUilD  tbejr  va. 
cliiMren,  u  wfw  fritquantlv  tbo  tmstom,  but  irliich  M«fcn>  ^ 
not  live  to  complati).  'Hw  iotcndod  nnion,  bnnreYcr,  u  ml- 
fiicioDt  proof  how  litUo  nMionalitjr  existed  in  the  heftit  xf 
Agrippft  at  tbab  period.  Hia  vuioo  lifu  had  lutimllr  ocea- 
siooea  this,  thonjih  he  i^iue*n  to  bare  gonmed  bis  bncdun 
daring  bis  brief  roign  with  nil  the  feeUnga  of  a  Hebrew,  aiid 
to  hare  inculcated  Uw  wkinu  in  tJi«  h«art6  of  ht«  children. 

Berenice  was  th«  socond  wife  of  Ilerod.  vhuin  A^pippa's  in- 
fluence vrith  Claadiufl  hiu),  before  he  gave  him  his  daugbttr, 
made  king  of  Ch.'itcis.     Ilia  first  hnd  been  Marianttie,  grand- 
daughter of  Herod  the  Great  and  his  Samaritan  wife,  Mjuthaa. 
Bermico  u>peani  to  have  cnjoved  six  rears  of  a  happy,  thni^ 
uneventfof.  wedded  hfe  with  Herod,  becoiaiag  th«  tnotber  dl 
tuoaona,  Berenicianiis  and  U]rrcaoa«.     Her  nsideooe  K«a^ 
however,  to  have  been  inor«  in  the  dominiona  nf  her  Dathcr  h 
Jnd«B,  than  at  Chalcia.    Jasepbus  repeateill)-  alludes  to  Herod 
of  Chalcis,  u  if  he  were  a  constant  attendant  at  Agnm't 
eonrt,  which  accounts  for  Berenice's  intnest  in  tbo  proputi 
Jtidea,  and  beinf[,  in  fact,  more  intimatttr  IcDOwn  to  thom  t^Mi 
h(TT  Viri>t!i(ir  Agnpp^  who,  for  the  last  tnr«s  years,   had  bcM 
tinii>liiiig  his  eduoatioD  under  C^udiut  Cwtar.   Henx)  Agiiapa 
died  in  45 ;  Berenice  was  then  MXtceo  ;  and  Herod  of  ^alofc 
dying  in  50,  left  her  »  jwtog  and  bwMitifal  widow  of  twentj- 
aoe.    For  fifteen  or  Mv«nt«en  tchb  she  rcmaine-l  a  wido*. 
neidrog  alternately  at  Rome  m.  in  JcruB.i!eni.     Her  faiher'i 
long  lesidenee  in  tnc  farmer  place,  and  iDtimate  frieockbip  and 
connexion  nith  the  highest  Bomans.  of  ooone  made  Rome  htf 
second  country,  and  catued  her  to  Iw  as  w«U  known  there  ta  ia 
Jerosatem.     In  66  we  fiii'i  her  in  Jensalem,  in  puntaaaee  «f 
her  ainKular  vow,  and  exposed  to  gre«t  danger  timn  the  i> 
fiiriated  Homan  soldiery  (to  bath  of  which  circnnuitancea  ■« 
wilt  refer  at  the  concluaion  of  our  akoteh).     Between  66  aoj 
69  she  rau^  hare  become  queen  of  Pontus,  by  her  marria(e 
with  Polemo,  king  of  that  country,  an  eoga^emeot  entered 
into  to  nleuce  the  tongue  of  falsehood,  which  bad  dared  oksigt 
her  with  an  improper  oonoexioD  with  ber  brother.     Sirhn, 
hofforer,  slic  coniiented  to  the  onion,  Folemo  embraced  JudaUiu. 
and  was  recoivexl  into  th«  covenant,  m  pioof  that  evea  in  that 
dark  period  of  national  apostacy,  some  n^fd   to  r^igiow 
decency  was  observed.     In  69  we  find  her,  as  queen  of  Pontai, 
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fltnbracing  the  c&ii<ie  of  Tespnsino  s^nittst  his  rival,  Vitelliiu* 
whom  the  Roman  legions  were  endeavouring  to  elect  omperi>r 
io  Veep&sian's  stead,  joining  the  confeilerocy  in  the  Utter's 
&Toar,  and  levfing  trooiis  for  biR  aasistance. 

Her  marriaffc  with  Polemo,  hoirever,  w&a  not  of  long  oou- 
tinuance.  Entered  into  witliout  love  on  either  aide,  by  ner  to 
prove  the  utter  falnit)'  of  a  scaiidatoua  nituour,  by  him  to 
obtaio  poaaeMion  of  her  richer,  it  wax  anon  dtJMolvcd  by  mutnal 
eODMDt.  Polemo  npiidiated  his  Judai^in,  ouly  einbraoed  br 
Bereoioe'i  gold ;  and  Bvrcniec  rotimicii  to  her  life  of  freedom. 
Then  it  tnx  she  must  have  attracU-ii  the  iovu  of  Titns ;  for  it 
waa  io  73f  that  he  would  hare  mnrrird  her,  line!  h«  not  fcnred 
ttw  violent  opposition  of  the  R'>in:in  i>eoplc,  then  more  than 
lUtuJIy  incensed  ngainft  the  Jews,  frnm  the  vast  numbers  of 
Romans  nho  had  perished  in  the  Jewish  war,  and  the  daring 
•nd  noble  oppoution  in  the  imperial  arms,  which  the  auaerabte 
|i«opIe  had  so  very  latety  made. 

Iiutead  of  marmni;  her  fa  dazzling  destiny,  whi«h,  to  ona 
tdneated  in  the  Koninn  scnool,  u  had  been  Berenice,  woald 
have  been  ditKcult,  if  not  impniwible,  to  refuse,  simply  from 
national  motives),  Titus  separated  from  her,  and  BiMwnice's 
life  elooed  in  rtlin'tni-nt.  Her  name  ii  not  attain  mentioned 
in  history,  not  rrun  her  suh$(^nent  residence,  nor  what  was 
her  final  lot :  this  liktt  fi^raale  representative  of  the  Idumiean 
ftnd  Aj^monronn  liiiw,  is  lost  to  hor  posterity.  \Vc  know  that 
Ajpi^pa  lived  and  died  the  contented  vax^al  of  R'>me ;  but  of 
luB  nster,  so  nearly  raised  to  become  even  empress  of  ths 
world,  this  scanty  detail  is  refused  us ;  and  wo  look  in  rain 
for  her  slighteil  HK^iition.  This  is  disappointing;  for,  in  the 
deaoUte  condition  of  the  Jens,  their  misonea,  martyrdoms, 
tDaasacfee,  and  dispersionB,  we  cannot  form  even  an  idea  of 
her  future  destiny.      Milman  says,  that  "She  returned  aorae 

?'eara  afterward*  to  Rome,  but  never  regained  her  former 
avour."  In  that  ca»c,  her  residtrnce  was  probably  again  with 
the  beloved  brother  of  her  vuuth  ;  and  on  thin  idea  we  can 
R«t  more  satisfied,  than  did  we  think  of  her  honieleas  ftnd 
wandering  like  the  roioaindcr  of  her  wretched  nation. 

Tlie  sketch  we  have  given  is  all  that  histoiy,  either  Jewish 
or  Roman,  records  in  any  connected  point  of  new.  Of  her 
chaneter  we  can  loam  little;  hnt  she  appean  to  ham  hem 

•T«eilu»,n!«(  bflok  »  iOTl.  81. 
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eodomd  with  those  tuuerior  qualities,  which  rave  her  ,  __. 
&n4  inflaeoce  both  with  Jews  tad  Bomjuu.  Tn«  oocaaioo  of 
makini;  the  tdw  which  «he  wmC  to  JenuiUtnt  to  perfann, 
historj  does  not  mentioa.  But  th&t  she  did  penorm  i^ 
offMng  aMrifiooB  for  tlurt;  dnjni,  is  sulBcicnt  for  ua  :  b^  ill 
strong  confinaatioti  of  otir  Auertion,  that  tho  Jowish  reli^icA 
elevated  wom&n  in  &U  her  religious  duUee  wid  r«e)>DQsibiiitia 
to  a  perfect  equality  with  m^tn.  Berenioe,  too,  lived  u  Um 
Terr  time,  in  which  our  opponents  declare  the  religion  of  Qod 
had  heen  so  changed  and  abused  hy  miatelua  xealolit  m 
imperatinlr  to  need  reform  and  «it«niuiiati(»i,  which  JesM 
Has  sent  to  aeoompUsb.  Wbatev .;  these  lealots  might  ban 
done,  they  certaiuly  could  not  oxn  deprived  womaa  «f  bo 
sjiiritual  )irivi]e{;es,  and  denied  her  the  power  of  oitlNt  per- 
forming  her  row  or  oRering  sacrifice;  or  Berenic«  wonJd  not 
hare  come  to  JorugmJvin,  then  iu  a  most  awful  st«te  of  mitaiy 
and  coQiitaiit  murdetK,  ejcpreaaly  for  the  observance  of  tm 
fantm  necessary  to  iU  fulfilment;  nay,  she  ooald  Dot  bsM 
made  the  vow  at  all,  if  Hlie  bad  cot  had  perfect  liberty, 
spiritual  and  temporal,  ho  to  do. 

Tbiit  foiit,  then,  is  very  iniportaDt  in  oar  histJiry,  as  woom 
of  Israel,  and  biu  nothing  wliatevcr  to  do  with  the  piinM 
character  of  Berenice  (which,  however,  we  will  endeartpur  M 
clear  from  the  mi&n:prc«fcritAtionii  of  historinna).  Ttx  tatl^ 
that  the  vow  was  taken  by  a  widow  in  Israel,  and  obMTvsd  io 
Jerusalem  with  all  tlii^  attendant  ceremonies  enioinod  bj  thi 
prii'sU,  ia  enough  in  itself  to  prove  that  sucn  vows  MW* 
cnitoniarj',  and  woman,  as  well  as  man,  had  the  powec  Is 
make  and  to  fulfil  them. 

Nor  in  the  thirty  days'  sacrifice,  and  going  bareloot,  whidh 
auMsTR  Ui  have  been  the  case  with  Bereoio^  can  we  disoonr 
wut  Wiiiatoi),  in  his  note  to  this  chapter  of  Joaepbn^ 
8U]>pases — the  extreme  rigour  of  Pharisaic  ordinaooca.  The 
permiauon  to  make  vow»,  and  tlie  care  lest  females  should  bl 
carried  away  by  ill- regulated  eiitbuHaun,  is  all  that  wm 
ordninod  in  the  law  of  Moms — the  maniMr  of  perfoniatiig 
that  vow,  and  the  service  or  penance  which  its  performues 
included,  was  left  to  the  will  of  the  subject,  or,  at  his  or  bst 
discretion,  to  the  guidance  of  the  prust  It  wu  for  thii 
very  reason,  that  the  making  and  manner  of  folflUitu;  vow 
were  to  be  entirely  voluntary,  that  woman  was  eonpefted  to 
have  the  sauction  of  father  at  husband.     Such  a  vow  fat 
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iiwtance,  u  Berenice's,  would  have  been  iiiiMHapatibl«  with  the 
doty  of  a  wife  or  daughter,  and  therefore  probably  not  have 
noeived  the  necessary  AancUon  of  man,  thooph  the  entbusiaHiu 
of  tbe  woman  might  have  ureed  her  tu  make  it.  Had  the 
manner  of  performing  vows  Deeo  laid  down  by  oar  preat 
lavciver,  tliere  would  have  been  no  need  for  bim  to  have 
bnramed  woman's  oltscrvance  of  th^ni  with  a  jiroviso,  for  tbe 
MtTKO  or  penance  would  have  been  orduim-d  accordinR  U)  her 
power  of  obedience:  but  thin  wonld  have  interfered  too 
ekeely  witli  domestic  and  social  freedimi ;  and  she  was, 
timefore,  permitted  to  make  vows  i>(  Hurvioe  or  iwiuuioe, 
■eoording  to  her  own  inclinatioti,  .-Mibiwrvient  only  to  the 
miperior  wisdom  and  calmer  reawnliig  of  lier  bntband  or 
fcttier. 

Berenioo,  at  the  time  uf  her  vow,  was  siz-and-thirty  yean 
of  age,  a  widow,  and  oorfectly  itllU-pl^nHcnt,  both  of  will  and 
•etiun.  She  hod  nuithcr  father  nor  hutband  to  interfere  with 
bar  intentions — was  of  suflicient  age  to  know  well  what  she 
was  about — of  sufficient  mental  qualifications,  and  bavine 
been  educated  in  Rome,  without  any  of  the  exclusiveneaa  u 
her  own  pi-opie,  of  sufficient  freedom  of  thought  iu  religious 
natters,  not  blindly  to  follow  the  instnictions  of  pnests,  if 
ftbqr  interfered  with  ber  own  ideas ;  and,  therefore,  it  ft  more 
than  probuble,  that  the  sacrifices  and  going  barefoot,  were  no 
otdcta  of  tlie  t>riest,  but  Berenice's  own  voluntary  adopti<Hi, 
tbe  maniur  in  which  she  chose  to  ;ierform  her  "  singular  vow,' 
•ad  with  which  the  prie^tA  interfered  not,  save  in  their  sacred 
finetiotts,  to  aid  fier  in  its  twrfonuauce.  The  riches  of 
Berenice  arc  more  than  once  alliidi.-d  to  ;  and,  then-fure,  the 
thirty  day'  K.ieritic«,  althonch  ex|)CiiNive,  wiih  ijuile  within  her 
power ;  aii'l  r.lic  uolug  kuiefwt,  tlumgh  r«v(.!tnig  to  our  idea* 
of  the  religion  of  Moaee,  which  ordained  iovinff  cbmHeatt,  not 
ptnenai  pttitmct,  waa  then  probably  oonudered  a  mark  uf 
bumility,  anil  as  revealing  to  the  nation,  that  rank  and 
station  were  not  to  interfere  with  the  personal  devotion  to 
the  Ktcntal,  comprised  in  the  making  and  observance  of 
eiognlar  vows. 

So  much  for  Berenice's  vow,  as  regards  us  nationally.  Aa 
it  reganU  her  individtially,  it  prnvcs  ihat,  ewn  while  givina 
them  what,  in  thnso  ttmeo,  wan  coiiiii<lered  llie  advauttgvs  w 
a  Roman  education,  Herod  Agrippa  must  have  tAiight  them 
ihe  religion  of  the  Hohrew>— made  it  a  point  with  them— 
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else  me  tJiniil  (  iievrr  bMr  of  Berenice  deeming  thii  tbgBhr] 
vnw  ttu  needed,  nr  Uiat  it  wu  iit»>olut<;)y  oecesuj  fix 
Pnlvmo.  kins  of  PuDttu,  to  bveome  a  Jew  bcfuro  she  tuaniei 
him.  Nor,  Dftd  iJic  U«d  educated  in  K»mau  principles  lal^, 
ni>iild  she  tiave  felt  uiid  jurted  as  she  did  for  her  liap]»  peofM 
durinc  lior  n-sidL-iice  in  JeniKalrtn.  Flnnuww  thm  procur^et 
of  Jiiaea,  and  giiTcrning  with  a  mercitcssnees  and  ferod^, 
that  at  Wngth  caused  the  already  full  cup  of  Jewish  £»• 
bearaaee  oud  Jcvisli  mism  to  nin  orer.  ImprisoaineiitL 
•oonrein^,  cnicilixions,  ana  masHicrca  by  vhole.'uile,  ecasid 
Dot  duriug  the  whole  period  of  hia  authority.  In  cnwdiy, 
8,fiO0  men,  womeu,  and  children  fell  anNEiBtine  ticlim*  :  bm 
orither  rank,  nor  worth,  uor  even  ItontaD  c)ttieii»liip— for  bom 
of  llie  diiitiuguisbed  Jews  bad  obtabed  eqacfitiiau  tsnlc— Mn 
«p»red  i  the  highest  soffering  with  the  maaueat,  ibo  wotthj 
wirh  the  h&.'.e. 

Uei>eatedly  had  Berenice  seat  meaBwigciit  ■ '  the  most  dis- 
tiuRuuhed  of  her  household  to  intercede  willi  Flurus  for  het 
mUerable  cat]ntr>'iueu :  but  hi);h  a.i  «u  her  mtilc,  ioflueotisl 
ax  ntie  WBA  with  \ih  Roman  iiia.-<t«rN,  the  muiutcr  heeded  her 
not ;  not  even  when,  in  her  penitenUal  attire,  she  brrscV 
Etiiod  before  his  tribunal,  and  sought  by  her  own  ple&dingi*  to 
check  the  torrent  of  hi*  oruelly.  Her  hapless  oountrvmsB 
were  hewn  <lowu  before  her  very  eyes ;  old  age  and  belplcM 
infaocy — the  delicate  fcinnlc — all  pprinhcd  ;  and  she  hcndf 
was  in  such  imminent  dancer  from  the  infuriate  soldiery,  M 
to  be  compcllvd  to  Ay  to  the  palace,  and  oolleot  h«r  go&rth 
around,  to  shield  licnielf  from  iotuitt  as  well  as  deatli.  Vet 
she  made  no  eil'ort  to  quit  Jerusalem,  which  she  could  faa<n 
dotje  with  the  greatest  ease.  Rather  than  fail  lo  ths 
performance  of  her  vow.  »he  shared  the  dangi-n  of  bee 
countrymen  ;  living  in  daily  dread  of  her  own  death,  aiid  ia 
daily  bif^ht  of  misery  and  murder.  Nor  was  she  merely  a 
pawiive  witness ;  slic  wrote  the  most  touching  aeeotuita  of  the 
enielly  and  rapacity  of  Florus,  to  his  superior  officer,  Cmtioi 
Gnllus,  entreating  his  interTcFeDce  in  behalf  of  her  oppnsKd 
people,  and  when  Agriiipa  returned,  joined  with  him  in  vnrf 
ctTort  to  reconcile  thr  Jens  and  Romans,  and  so  obtain  fyi  tbt 
former  security  and  peace.  Slic  sat  bedde  her  brother  dutiiig 
his  memorable  addrcn,  by  ber  team  and  silent  cIdoocbm 
betraying  that  her  heart  also  was  in  bin  words ;  ana  •nm 
when,  indignant  at    their  angrateftil  conduct  to  hinisdt 
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Agm^a  left  the  miserable  city  to  itself,  and  returned  to  bia 
ovfn  Kingil'im  of  Chalcis,*  Berenioe  still  aeems  to  have  lingered. 
Nor  did  she  leave  the  country  until  her  vow  waa  fully  per- 
formed, and  Jerusalem  in  too  fearful  a  atate  to  admit  of  any 
hope  of  achieving  or  administeriiig  good. 

Surely  the^e  are  ch&rftcteriiitica  of  an  energetic,  yet  gentle, 
feeling  woman.  We  can  trace  nothing,  in  this  lowly  adheruioe 
to  a  penitential  vow,  and  devotion  to  the  interests  of  a  miser- 
able j)iKiple,  resembling  the  gay  life,  and  plcnau re-loving  nn>> 
penalties  of  a  profesaed  and  alhiriug  beauty.  Josepnus, 
indeed,  ooouhl-s  her  of  the  unaminble  qtiulltics  of  annoying 
•nd  ill-treating  her  youiigi^t  sisu^t,  D^u^illa,  on  account  e? 
Inr  extraordinary  b^uty;  but  tliat  thi.i  diargu  must  bare 
been  made  without  eitiiur  fouiuUtion  or  rcllcl^U<m  on  the  part 
of  the  historian,  is  very  clenr  fmm  liiM  own  recital.  Thv  bt^auty 
and  influence  of  Berenice  had  been  long  known  and  widely 
solcDOwledged.  Slic  had  ni.-ither  occjuion,  nor  probably  incU- 
natJOD.  to  envy  licr  i<i»t«r  the  gifts  she  licreelf  posHoncdl  Bat 
the  very  manner  in  whidi  Josophus  writes  the  charge,  shows 
its  (kllacy.  Drusilla  waa  already  married  to  Ails,  king  of 
Eoacaa,  wlio  ha'l  consented  to  embnioc  the  Jewish  religion  to 
obtain  bcr.  When  Felix  wn.';  procurator  of  Judca,  he  saw 
Dnuilta,  and  fell  madly  in  love  with  her.  Through  tJie  means 
of  aCypriot  Jew,  he  persuaded  her  to  rDrsakeherhuabatid  Aiii, 
and  marry  him.  "  Accordingly,  she  acted  ill ;  and  because 
•he  was  dc«ir<:>us  to  avoid  her  sister  Berenice's  envy, — for  she 
was  very  ill-tieatcd  by  her  on  account  of  her  beauty — was  pre- 
"vaited  upon  to  tranagress  the  laws  of  her  country,  and  marry 
PelU."  Now,  it  appears  to  me,  that  Berenice  s  envy  (evea 
granted  she  had  to  encounter  it)  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  this  decision.  Tlie  rvjiresentatioos  of  the  Cj'priot,  the 
aeductive  persuasions  of  Felix,  and  her  own  inclinations  were 
tli«  aole  incentives :  for  she  certainty  was  not  a  whit  more 
protected  from  her  sister's  envy  as  the  wife  of  Felix,  tlian  she 
had  been  asthewifeof  Aziz  ;  nay,  scarcely  as  much ;  for,  when 
united  to  Felix,  she  was  continually  liable  to  be  thrown  in 
Berenice's  way,  both  in  Jerusalem  and  Rome  ;  and  this  could 
tiot  have  been  the  case  when  residing  in  hi-r  first  husband's 
Iciugdom  of  Emeu.  This  charge,  then,  against  Berenice 
baa  no  foundation  in  reason ;  but  most  probably  originated  ia 

*  After  tbo  death  of  hia  brolbrron-Uw,  and  alao  onol*,  Horod  «l  CWtii% 
(h*  IdiiBdaui  of  CLakii  wm  girNi  to  A^iiiiptk 
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Jowphw^s  gl«at  wish  to  ooiKiliat«  the  ButuHna,  even  while  Ix 
ftppalued  to  be  vriting  an  impartial  hmary  v(  Iim  uira  ciwlbirj. 
Had  b«  be«D  titrai^htfoTirarcl,  ne  shaald  Imve  fnuDd  boom  cq»- 
demoation  of  Drueilk  for  marrxioj^  a  hc&then,  aod  fornkit^ 
vithoat  taty  iust  cause,  her  fonucr  husband.  But  u  Uw  bt»> 
then  vas  a  Uoman,  be  pOGses  orer  the  tratugTeeston  r« 
linhU^  :  and,  ioHtead  of  bUmiDg  Drnsilla  for  oondact  whUw 
was  undoubtedly  evil,  abeolvea  ha  at  tlte  expense  of  ber  snifn' 
who  had  probably  no  more  to  do  with  it  tiinit  he  had  hioMl^j 
And  this  ia  tlie  juatiee  of  historiam !  &ml>-  we  should  exi 
■nine  veil,  ere  i>e  permit  the  youthful  mind  to  embrace  UiuQ 
Tiewg  a*  infallible  ;  and  rather  enoounuc  them  to  telle«t.  ■ 
have  an  opiinou  of  their  own,  instead  ofbliDdl j  swallowing  I 
food  whicli  hi.ttoriaiis  provide. 

That  BeriMiiov  should  Hometimai  be  nganled  as  the  «« 
tod  aometime*  lut  the  wife  of  Agrippa,  duo*  not  at  all  aur 
u,  for  aone  biitturiiuiH  actually  coll  htr  his  wife.*  \MuUi' 
foandatioD  th<7  have  for  this  aaMittoa,  however,  we  abould  bt 
slad  to  know.  Certainly,  Joscphus  most  be  to  them  an  ok* 
known  authority  ;  fur  he  Hhows  her  parentage  and  cotuK-ctiiM 
•omcwltat  too  cUtaTly  for  this  idea  to  originato  witb  him.  lit 
nisCake  of  the  modems,  and  the  hise  aeandaloai  reports  of  th* 
anci«nts,  may  bowercr  arise  from  t^  same  canscs.  We  havi 
already  shewn  the  close  tie  unitiiig  Jewish  broUters  and  nsten 
of  nearly  the  same  age ;  that  Agrinpa  and  Berenice  wtn 
always  associated  in  the  thoughts,  and  ereu  the  will  of  th^ 
father.  As  llorod's  wife,  and  (^unu  of  Chalcis,  B^ircaice  wm 
more  continually  in  Jenisalem,  and  learning  knoiis  of  gornn- 
ment  rather  Irom  her  father  than  her  brother,  who  was  tbeo  tt 
Borne.  Herod,  though  king  of  Chalcis,  almost  continually 
mided  in  JeruMtl^m  ;  and  during  the  minority  of  the  young 
Agrippa,  obt&iiied  the  sovereignty  over  llic  Temple,  and  the 
pnvileKe  of  nominating  the  high  prient.  Beruiiicc  wa^  Utere- 
fore,  actually  queen  over  the  Sefn  at  tliat  time,  as  well  aa  of 
Chalcii ;  and  the  former  people  were  ac«ustoni«d  to  r«;:ard  and 
feel  toinrds  her,  as,  with  her  husband,  the  repraeeutatjva  of 
royalty. 

When  HeMil   dieil,   his  kingdom  of  Clutlcis,   over  wUck 

Berenice  was  still  (jucen,  was  given  to  Agrippa,  and  the  bnthir 

•ad  sister  wen,  in  ooiiscrinencv,  again  thrown  so  clomly  toc^ 

ther,  Uiat  as  Agrippn  hail  no  wife,  they  were  alnaya  allDaad 

*  Jkbn'i  !I«lii«w  CommoDVHtth. 


919 


to,  and  s]}oken  of  aa  king  and  queen.  Ab  the  daughter,  sist«f, 
and  widow  of  kiogs  acccuatomed.  too,  to  share  in  the  govcni- 
ni«nt,  and  influence  the  people,  she  was  always  spoken  of  aa 
Queen  Berenice,  and  queen  of  Chalcia,  over  which  country 
A|iH)>iM  was  also  kin;;.  And  mere  ca«ual  readers  are  therefore 
likely  to  conaider  her  on  the  wi/0  of  the  king,  not  knowing  how, 
M  his  aiater,  ahe  could  have  any  right  to  the  title.  Acting  io 
ooncert  with  Aji^ippa,  da  their  early  education  bad  aocustotned 
Utem  to,  we  see  h«r,  aa  in  the  affair  of  Plorus  and  Af^ppa's 
addren  to  the  people,  oocupyin|{  that  position  which  not 
^nerally  devolring  on  sistem  of  royalty,  conGrma  the  Rujipoai- 
tioD  of  A  nearer  connection.  But  the  suppoaition  falls  to  Cbe 
rround  before  the  smplit  fiictx  ne  have  brought  forward. 
Bnonice  was,  in  fact,  a  imnv.  indi'j^iendent  oorereiffn  of  Judea, 
or  mlli«r  of  a  remnant  of  the  Jewish  people,  than  ner  brother ; 
for  hiui  the  Romans  flurcd,  httt  by  placinft  ref;al  power  in  his 
bands,  their  own  power  over  Jutfca  would  be  dimtnifthed. 
Berenice  as  a  woman,  and  the  wife  of  a  king  of  Cbalcis;  wu  to 
them  a  mere  cypher  with  rcganl  to  the  slAte,  however  admired 
as  a  benntifiil  woin&n  in  Kumc ;  but  the  interest  she  really 
did  take  in  the  affairs  of  the  people,  we  perceive  by  her  con- 
duct during  the  adminiatritlion  of  Plont*. 

We  have  read  and  refieclcd  on  the  Knbject  deeply ;  but 
though  we  see  much  which  might  be  porverte<l  into  the  nimovr 
to  which  we  have  alluded,  a  consideration  of  fact«  proves  ita 
titt«r  want  of  solid  foundation.  Our  anthoritios  are,  bowuver, 
open  to  all  readers,  and  they  arc  at  liberty  to  adopt  their  owb 
opinions.  We  wonld  onlv  entreat  thorn  to  reflect  on  the  facts 
here  brought  forward  under  their  view,  as  likely  to  assist  them 
in  tbeir  oecinoii — to  accustom  themselves  to  ivmmi  JixMt 
aaalogtf,  as  well  aa  to  exercise  nnderaUtnding,  which  is  too  often 
tbouitht  sufficient  in  itself  for  the  comprehension  of  history. 
We  are  too  for  removed  (ifom  the  time  in  which  Berenice  lived, 
to  pronounce  judgment  decidedly  for  or  against  her  ;  but  when 
not  a  single  instance  is  brought  forward  to  make  manifest  im- 
propriety of  conduct,  and  all  that  is  clearly  related  of  hsr 
Srovn  a  religious,  national,  and  feeling  character — when  hflr 
efamets  are  Homan  s^vtirinU,  and  Romcm  historians,  for  whoie 
di^ike  it  was  enutigh  that  Hbe  was  a  Jewess — when  the  page* 
of  luT  own  htstoiian  are  but  too  often  tarnished  with  crooked 
views,  partial  roprcMOtatJon,  and  Roman  feelinga,  whr  should 
we  not  be  permitted  (o  judge  charitably,  as  well  as  narshlyl 
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^H      to  dunbt  as  well  nt  Iwlit^ve  T    Her  clmncler  u^  indeed,  sot 

^H      vrritteii  irit))  sufficient  cIcAnitta  for  an  U>  ilnw  theace  a  le^on: 

^M      but  oar  hieloty  uf  thf  Wmnen  of  Iiffscl  would  eearceljr  )an 

^H      been  complete  liut  wc  iimittcd  her,  more  cspeciatly  h  btf 

^H      historjr  prscticalty  ilKiMrntiM  >  Uw  of  our  state,  and  denoa- 

^V     8brat«6  oonriDcingly  tliAt  cn-n  in  Uut  period  of  spiritaal  ui 

Btonl  dnrkneas,  not  &  KtAtutu  existed  which  could  cuulnulict 

the  mitten  law  of  Mows,  by  a  tduul  to  womeu  of  thoet 

HHriiuitl  privilesee,  and  tliat  solemn  iceponsibility,  tbercin  *d 

^H       forcibly  inculcated. 

H          GENERAL  HISTOST,  kSl>  CONCLUSIONS  TUEKCB 
H                                          ELICITED. 

^H       Ik  tJie  feftrful  epochs  of  misery  and  w&r  which  followed,  *e 
^H      find  no  further  mention  of  woman  iiidivirfimlly ;  but,  as  u 
^H      imuortant  eridence  of  the  care  which  lliu  JvwisR  t«%ion  took 
^M      of  tetunles  we  find  Juscphus  in  hi»  olianMiter  of  ^nerat  (whJab 
^M       Iw  filled  infinitely  better  than  that  of  hietonan),  labaarinf 
^M       with  «-a]  and  earncstucm  to  protect  the  fcmaU-s  from  inimit  w 
^H       outmije.     In  lawlcsit  nations,  in  timet  of  such  terrible  trO, 
^B       tliU  would   not  have  \kcq   thought  ofj    wltcreas   with  the 
^M       Hebrew  patriot,  surroun<ied  &»  he  was  with  tnauy  heavy  cam 
^H        and  immineut  danrarrs,  it  was  the  first  considerataon,  and  wit 
^"       never  lost  sight  of  uiroughout  the  whole  of  his  careor. 
[                In  glancine  book  over  the  period  which  has  detained  m 
^m        much  longer  tnan  we  auticipatea,  from  the  return  from  Bahytuo 
^M        to  the  war,  we  cannot  find  a  single  evidt-iic«  of  the  rcraeity  or 
^1        foundation  of  the  charge  of  Jewtiih  female  degradation,  uuria 
^M        fact  the  workings  of  a  siii.i;le  statute  contnidictor)*  (u  tb< 
^H        beuutiful  8)>irit  of  the  law  of  Moset.    All  we  haw  r«kd,  ertiy 
^B        female  charuotu-r  brought  forward,  marlu  the  superior  anriil 
^M        cluvutiou  and  individual  intellect  of  tliu  Helrcw  feuahw,  to 
^M        the  women  of  auy  of  the  turtaunding  nations     >'ay.  m  m 
^H        them  oooupying    positions  ns  wlvt*  and  uttert — of  kilM 
^M        higher  and  lar  more  iiiBuential  than  they  ever  did.  or  do,  m 
^H        anf  Gentile  land.     Instead  of  being  sunk  into  mem  noiien* 
^V        tiUiM,  w,  were  they  refused  all  spiritual  tnivilegea  and  teoiponl 
freedom,  they  must  have  been,  nc  Behold   their  influenov 
«tthQT  for  good  or  beul,  as  great  and  far«pn>ndtng  as  fcmalt 
1 
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loflueatce  «rer  nu  in  taj  other  oHh«r  uncitMit  or  mod«m  land. 
We  cannot  diacern  a  trace  of  that  socinl  or  domcfltic  abase- 
ment which,  bad  anjr  either  divine  or  humau  statute  existed, 
muU  h&re  beeu  visible  at  a  time  wlien  buauu  oatiue  woe  sunk 
to  tile  lowest  ebb.  It  is  no  longer  Bible-times,  or  inspired 
ehnraclen  wbii-)i  we  are  cooddering.  The  nation  uas  a  boly 
nation  no  longer,  bAvine  departed  turonch  her  iniquities  from 
the  Lord.  He  bad  left  her  children  to  tlieir  own  hearts ;  but 
iu  thcinidxt  of  evil,still  the  lav  audita  beautiful ordinanceslived 
and  bruntbeil  in  mauy  noble  hearty  and  its  atmotpiem  va» 
still  iolialud  by  the  people,  tboimh  iU  reviving  inntigit  bad 
departed.  Nut  in  such  a  period  oould  wouiau  nave  taken  bei 
natural  potitioii,  if  any  law  bad  once  C3cist«(l  to  licr  abatement) 
bat  sbe  simply  relaiMd  that  which  itb«  had  always  pottttSM, 
and  this  at  the  advent  of  Chriittiunity. 

Nor  can  wo  disocro  the  faiiitvjst  evidenot  of  polysamy  at 
thii  period.  If  we  glance  back  to  the  return  from  Babyloo, 
«a  must  remark  that  every  kins  and  priest  and  prince  u  r»- 
tonl«l  as  poesesEttig  but  one  wife.  Simon,  John  Hyrcanu^ 
Aristobnlna  L,  Alexander  Jannnua — both  his  mits,  Aristobulua 
and  Hjrrcanos — Al«xaoder,  the  father  of  Manamnc,  her  own 
two  anna,  and  the  other  deeccniiant*  of  Ilcnxl,  the  wives  of 
all  of  whom  are  mentioned,  confirm  both  the  legality  and  the 
custom  of  but  one  wife,  at  tlio  very  era  when  our  opponents 
declare  the  reljjjion  of  Jeaua  was  absolutely  needed  to  reform 
the  abu»&3  in  the  married  state.  "  Herod  had  ten  wives," 
there  will  be  many  to  exclaim,  and  bring  history  forward  as 
their  authority.  With  all  due  deference  to  them,  we  assert, 
ay,  and  will  prove,  that  Herod  had  but  tUree  loffal  u't'iw,  anc 
that  JQst  in  the  same  way  as  ailversaries  of  Chrisliauity  ought, 
"  WSJ  ehoM^  declare  that  Charles  II.  hod  ten  or  twenty 
vivci,  and  to  believe  Christianity  nerniitted  polygamy ;  w 
vith  an  equal  «)iare  of  justice  may  tlie  opponents  or  Judalm 
lirin^  forward  Herod  as  an  evidence  of  the  degradation  of  tli* 
jovisfa  religion,  and  its  aaiiction  of  polycatny.  The  penonal 
dHmtoter  of  Herod,  a«  well  as  lii.t  magniSocnc^  indeed, 
nuoh  mora  strongly  resembled  the  cliarocter  of  Henry  VIIL  ; 
the  similarity,  in  Tact,  between  them  on  many  pciinta  being  ao 
onrious,  that  it  might  make  an  interesting  hi.sti>rical  poralld, 
though,  in  the  vioKuce  of  pasuou  and  pi>wci  of  remona,  Herod 
bad  the  advaatoge ;  but  we  mention  Charles  II,,  simply  to 
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8Ut«,  that  he  misht  just  u  well  be  looked  upon  as  i 
prawnUtive  of  Cnriiitiftnit]-,  aa  Herod  of  Jnimam, 

But  now  to  prove  that  only  three  of  hU  wives  coo  be  eoft> 
sidered  m  legiily  wedded  : — Before  he  nanicd  Mu-iunne,  or 
even  nude  overture*  for  berhimd,  fffrod  diwrcsd  kit  firtt  wiflf 
Doris,  thoush  she  had  already  ffivni  bim  &  wn,  and  he  bad 
nothing  to  allege  against  Itvr  but  his  own  desire  to  fantard  hii 


ambition,  by  a  nnton  with  the  Asmonjean  line.  Ko«  tf  poly* 
gamy  were  the  law  and  the  eiufom  of  the  land,  why  need  u 
Yam  taken  the  trouble  of  divorcing  I^oris  ?    Blariaauie  wnnld 


equally  have  been  his  legal  wife,  her  ehildrm  equally  Im  hma 
and  though  Doris  might  be  the  less  belov«I.  the  taw  pnmded 
for  ber,  even  nuder  such  an  emergency.  But,  nothwithstandiu 
all  this,  A«  diriirced  ker  b^ore  M  metrritd  Atariamtn  ;  bm 
aorely  thia  alone  would  prove,  that  man  had  already,  in  snM 
decree,  made  the  adranoe  contemplated,  when  the  law  t8ta> 
faed  not  with  hia  private  habits,  and  eiuAMn  luid  alna^r 
tendered  the  remivion  needless,  although  the  laws  for  the  of- 
spring  of  divoreed  wives  still  rendered  their  births  legal,  n4 

Sve  ihem  their  share  of  the  inheritance.  It  ia.  in  fiu;t.  frna 
is,  that  Herod  in  hii  own  penon  apneari  to  lure  praiDtiacd 
polygamy  ;  but  that  only  one  wife  luia  beeome  the  custon  of 
tlu)  oountrv  ii  further  proved  by  tbc  hi^tivrian,  wlio  meotiMii 
bnt  ouo  omia  public  wnion.  Two  rcnni  after  the  execution  of 
the  Asmonmm  princets,  during  wntch  time  he  was  t<M  mnc^ 
tonnenterl  by  montal  remontc  and  phyeieal  diseaae  to  tJii&k  of 
taking  another  wifo,  Henxl  married  another  Mariamnc,  the 
daughter  of  Simoo,  an  obscure  individaal,  but  uf  prinody 
descent,  and  she  enjoyed  that  dignity,  such  as  it  wu,  for 
twenty  ye«&  till,  supposing  her  to  be  an  accnni;ilico  in  t^ 
conspiracy  of  Antipater  against  himself,  be  divorced  her  in  ths 
last  year  of  hia  life  and  reign.  Now  of  this  second  Mariamne, 
Josephus  malcei  particular  mention  in  hia  Antiquities  (book 
xv.  ch.  9,  sect.  3),  that  to  enable  him  to  make  her  his  wife,  hi 
elevated  the  rank  of  her  father,  thinking  if  be  did  not  It^ally 
Wed  her,  !ie  would  be  stiguiati.ied  witli  cruelty  and  tynnay, 
qualities  the  iemhlance  of  which  he  wi.thed  to  avoid. 

Tliere  h  no  mention  of  bis  thos  wedding  any  of  his  other 
(so  called)  wives ;  and,  therefore,  that  he  had  tliein,  and  that 
their  children  were  all  conndcred  legitimate,  ia  not  any  pnwf 
of  poiytinniy  hcini;  then  a  national  custom  :  for  even  granting 
Heiod  had  public^  married  the  whole  nine,  it  would  not  have 
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rnglied  *  ringU  gnitt  against  tlio  fact,  tlint  evorjr  other  bint;, 
riest,  or  imtice,  iii«iiti<in«(t  since  thv  rvturn  from  Babyltm,  had 
ut  one.  lie  was  one  whn  in  uvoiy  single  act,  set  law  especi- 
ally the  Jvirttih  law,  at  dcli.ince.  Accordiog  to  GibooD,  the 
wiM  and  gtmd  cmporoT  Charlcmngno  had  also  nine  wives,  fant 
we  do  not  thcrd'ore  accuse  Christians  of  favouring  that 
doctrine;  then  why  shonld  wc  lay  Herod's  lie^utiouHncM, 
graiiiinK  he  proved  it,  which  history  denies  rather  than  oonfirnu, 
to  the  score  of  the  holy  tvligton  nhicli,  though  hopntfMttdht 
certainly  never  practiiedf 

In  A  carefal  and  critical  survey  of  the  manners  and  oiutoms 
of  the  Jews,  between  thi?  reliiru  trom  Bubylon  and  thl^i^  final 
dis|)enion,    we    find  nothing    wlialever,   difli:ring   from   the 

Jirecepta  of  the  early  Chnatians.  1'he  apostle*  were  themtwlvcs 
ews,  who  wrote  for  the  Gentiles,  and  condensed  and  simplified 
for  them,  the  Huhliuic  luornltty  ol  tite  Mosaic  code.  They  do 
nut  imaaii  a  ninftle  )>rei^e]>t,  they  do  not  proolum  a  single 
truth,  they  do  not  give  a  mngle  rule  for  social  and  domestic 
Ifuidoiice,  wiiich  wc  Hebrews  hod  not  known,  and  praclifted 
agm  before  thcr  wrvite — and  wrote,  in  fact,  from  their  own 
«xpeTieaoo  of  Jcwi»)i  aianuL-ra  and  customs.  The  reverend 
coDector  of  the  "  Old  Paths"  could  have  known  very  little  of 
Jewish  history,  or  wilfully  misinterpreted  that  which  he  did 
know,  to  make  the  extraordinary  assertion  tfaat  the  iiitroduo- 
tion  of  monogamv  belongs  to  Christianity  alone.  With  Tery 
few  eiceptioDs,  tne  actors  of  the  New  Testament  are  alt  Jews; 
and  the  domestic  life  there  recfjrded  of  ai""-^  reflects  th« 
Jewish  life  of  those  days :  and  bad  polygamy  then  existed, 
would  it  not  hare  been  one  of  the  most  important  p(»nt8  for 
the  Apostles  of  the  new  creed,  to  exalt  the  new  moral  law 
•bore  the  old  1  But  we  do  not  find  this  : — exactly  in  aocord- 
aoee  (in  this  instance)  with  the  Old  Testament,  tAe  A'«» 
Ti»tamfHt  mwkert  or<}<finf  mcnpijamjiand  prohibila  polggamg. 
Impartial  men  allow  tlu\  and  JJr.  Chaniiing,  who,  though  no 
Pn>t4.'»tant,  mn«t  surety  be  considcrid  a  CliriHtian,  writes  con- 
cerning Milton's  opinion  of  polygamy,  "  Finding  no  prokibition 
of  polygamy  in  the  Now  Tt«tameat,  he  believed  that  not  only 
holy  men  would  be  traduced,  but  Scripture  dishononred  by 
pvononiiciiig  it  moTBlly  eril :"  and  again.  "We  believe  it  to  lie 
an  undia)>nt«d  fact,  that  althouc^h  Christianity  was  first, 
prfochcd  in  A^ia,  which  had  been  from  the  eiirtieHt  ogc-s  thi 
aeat  of  polygamy,  the  Aimatles  never  denouiioed  \t,  w.  ^  <:xi.'t&%,  < 
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rand  never  requircil  tlivtr  oonnrts  to  put  away  all  wira  M 
ooe^"*  Surely  thio  is  an  i[»i>»niii)t  continna^ioti  of  mr 
MMftioa,  that  wg  <lt<l  Dol  rc<iiiirv  tbu  proachiucof  tljo  Apwtla 
to  tixwh  us  that  nifiiMiiQi-nl  atiJ  elcvutioa  of  the  socinl  tj*Ua 
vhich,  «ith  tlu!  advauci-iui-ntof  humanity,  time  would  prwin 
~  ,  and  which  wae  in  fnct  obtaiDed  &t  the  verj  em,  in  wliicb 
I  ue  told  it  was  j&y(  oficred  us,  by  the  adoption  of  a  Bupcrier 
'.code. 

I  test  to  whiclt  CliriitiaDs  appeal  as  the  pruhibitJoa  nf 
my,  ia  one  from  which  a  Tory  different  ooneliision  migtit 
ftWD — *■  Whoeo  shall  put  away  hi3  wife  (vxcept  for 
''■dultety)  and  shall  marrr  another,  committeth  adiiltcrr.  and 
whoeo  marrictb  her  whico  ia  put  away  doth  ooniinit  adultery  ' 
Sorely  this  can  only  mean,  that  a  man  is  forbidden  aulawfnily 
to  put  away  one  wife,  atid  marry  another  in  her  etcmf,  not  t» 
keep  the  first,  and  add  angther  to  his  bnusclii'ld  :  and  the 
■pint  of  this  precept  we  hare  already  had  in  the  Mo&aic  Ia>  ; 
but,  even  granting  that  it  does  jirohibit  polygamy,  we,  too. 
hare  a  iirnliibition  of  eijiial,  if  not  superior,  force,  and  writtta 
muclt  alwiut  the  same  time  by  tlie  veucraWo  Rabbi  Ami ;  *I 
ay,  thiit.  noy  mao  who  niarrie:»  a  ••coiid  »ifc,  must  /uUy  Am* 
repudiaUti  Aitjirtt  rfupnovpi  on  which  Herod  apij«n  to 
hitve  origitially  acted,  by  his  divorcing  Doris  before  he  mairisd 
Mariamne.  That  b«  took  Doris  \>i%ck  affatn  afler  the  fbirt 
Uariamna's  death,  provcii  nothing.  The  Jewish  law  forbad* 
such  an  act ;  but  we  have  seen  that  he  cared  nothing  for  tht 
laws  ;  but  that  Mariamue  was  his  sole  wife  while  »h«  H^ni,  k 
■uffioient  for  our  purpose. 

Tiien  may,  perha|»,  be  some  who  think  those  niaaili 
irrelevant  to  our  subject ;  but  if  they  aid,  as  Uicy  molt  day 
our  aasertion,  that  the  Jewiali  religion  a  emiugh  for  her  Cusak 
votaries,  that  we  neii^l  no  otlicr  to  elevate  and  secttn  oar 
Dittural  position,  wc  eiiriitdtly  trust  that  tltey  will  not  oiwd  he 
diiimisM'a  unreik<I.  Wv  mean  no  disrespect  to  otiier  crocdi: 
we  sbrink  from  fuHowiti^  thu  example  of  some,  who  endMVMT 
to  exalt  their  own  faitli  by  debanng  and  throwing  ciwtets; 
upon  another.     Wc  would  only  prove,  that  the  impcrfscti 

*  Obuoing'l  W«rkii,  PMplftV  EJilion,  vol.  I.  pi^  SS. 

+  Tobamd  th.  fal  65,  coL  *.     for  IIub  «nd  man;  of  tho  prccMtiax 
on  polmoif  and  Lho  Chrinlina  inil  Jswiih  ditoaHioD*  on  it*  aoia^ 
h^blM   to  lb«    kind    luggeacioiia    asd    raliubla    '"fimilinii  « 
of  U&ucWMt. 
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pf  tlio  non-proliibiting  of  polrgwoy  bo  such)  of  our  mnral 
code,  exists  equally  m  the  oilier  :  »nd  that  it  is  the  gradual, 
but  sure  adrancemonl  uf  tba  numao  species.  wliicU  is  the 
refiDer  and  elevator  of  flomcstjc  and  social  life — ant  solely  the 
ordiQancej  of  any  particular  laws.  'Fbe  firat  idea  of  polygamy 
being  allowed,  ^uppos^s  a  degraded  position  for  women  ;  but 
we  have  seen,  thatevLn  at  the  period  of  ita  practice  in  JudaUm, 
womeii  were  not  di-^ir.tdetl,  for  iLe  law  provided  agaiuiit  ita 
abase  ;  and  ew»  tlit^ii,  with  very  few  exceptions,  tne  chosen 
Mrvatits  of  the  Kuriial  pri>vcil,  in  their  own  persons,  the 
idvnnce  beyond  their  age  in  the  practice  of  moDognmy. 

Tho  captivity  iti  Babylon  liai,l  been  an  era  in  Jewish  hixtory. 

Tbe  partial  return  to  Jcra«alem,  and  dispersion  over  i>t)ier 

Ird<U,  liad  occiwioned  very  many  changes.      Man.  even  in  th« 

"nidst  of  apparetillv  increasing  evil  and  darkening  mondity, 

lad  vet,  in  aoliial  fnct,  made  a  etridc  in  advance,  and  much 

I'hicli  lind  polluted  the  nation  before,  in  the  worshipping  and 

sacrificing  to  idols,  tho  fearful  abuse  of  the  cracious  non^ 

I      intcrfiTcnoo  with  Eastern  cusloma  and  long  endeared  hatntfc 

^Land.  <ithcT  crimes  coeval  with  man's  least  refined  state  oi 

^Hexiftcncc— all  had  given  way  and  been  tratD[;Ied  on  in  tho 

^netriblo  revoluciun  which,  through  the  Babylonish  power,  had 

^Borerwholmed   the  land.     Sins  of  etiual  magnitude,  and  dc- 

f      manding  yet  more  fearful  retributiou,  from  the  neglect  and 

I       heedleasneja  of  former  ch.a^liiiement,  indeed,  desecrated  Judea; 

bnt,  in  the  very  different  nature  of  tha  evil,  the  very  sins 

'       themselves,  we  see,  ag  it  werv,  the  advancement  in  hnmaa 

I       powers.     The  gimd  in  hum^in  nature  nill  not  make  ativanca 

alune.     Guod  and  evil  passions  mutually  svay  the  heart  of  man ; 

Rod,  aooording  as  tho  one  or  the  other  gains  the  ascendancy, 

'       so  will  be  the  increaied  good  or  increased  eril  in  the  apiiearance 

I       of  the  world.    But  having  an  equally  increased  power  uf  uood, 

tlH'evil  is  onlv  vUlbly  ovil;  tho  under-current  is  still  Riu-King, 

though  iimitibl'j.  far  more  powerfully  and  beDeflcia%,  than  in 

'       tt>D«c  periods  when  the  capabilities  of  good  and  of  evil  wen 

less  taou  they  are  now.     Tho  conflicting  powen  could  uot 

I       pniduce  the  same  end ;  but  as  the  Divinity  in  the  (tood 

adnnces,  the  evil  will,  in  the  end,  he  both  visibly  and  iuvLiibly 

taibdned ;  and  man,  through  the  grace  of  God,  attain  that 

perfection  for  which  he  was  ori^ally  framed. 

Wo  see  the  pMphecy  of  this  in  the  sublime  fact,  that  tlicro 
IR  never  evil   wiUwut  its  being  the  parent  of  (piod,    No 
I       national  revolution  ever  yet  took  5\at«  ■w^OaoaX,  \i«m9,\*NB*«'A. 
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by  ft  rapid  atnde  in  human  nature,  and  m  •triloDgly  Tisilile 
Etr-epreuling  good :  yet  during  the  conUniuiice  of  Uiok 
rarolutiona,  whjtt  nn  w«  traoe  or  fuel,  bnt  the  Miprenucyof 
ftTil,  in  the  itax,  famine,  muery  in  m  thouund  aLapes,  «u^ 
deraaUU  aaaldnd  t  Still  good  is  Torking.  and  we  know  and 
■M  it  when  the  dariEcocd  torrent  Uai»  rolled  hack,  and  the  clear 
otystat  vatera,  reflecting  t)i«  l>luu  aiun;  (vf  the  et«mal  heaveu, 
an  tees  beoMth. 

Thna  good  sprung  for  Iinicl  from  tli«  captivity  of  BabyliM, 
working  even  in  t)i«  midst  of  the  crime  and  sin.  in  wliirli  iu 
vitihte  form  was  btit  too  eoon  swallowod  up.  The  luiiidd  oif 
men  had  aJvniiceil ;  but,  left  to  their  own  hardeuwl  heuts 
to  obcv  or  disobey  the  laws  of  Uteir  Ood,  and  »o  prtm 
themaeives  worthy  of  the  morciea  proffeied  if  they  nb^ej, 
they  ehoae  the  enl,  and  so  1^  tbeti  iocressed  caiutbiJitiM  for 
it«  accomplidbm«Dt,  drew  doirn  the  most  awful  cluutixmeol 
on  their  own  heads,  and  on  their  ho)^  land,  swetptiig  in  OM 
CBaiful  vertex  the  innocent  and  the  guilty,  toe  pioun  aud  tlie 
hlasphemerj  the  obedient  and  disobedient ;  for  in  tiiis  wotU 
BO  distinction  might  be  made.  The  Kiug  of  himvou  waited 
till  they  appeared  before  His  throne,  to  prooouncc  senteoet 
according  tu  their  f^artt  yet  more  tluui  according  to  their 

But  humaoity  itAelf  had  not  gone  back,  though  all  on  eertli 
seemed  dark  and  terrible.  Gwd  worked  eron  tltera  IV 
Divine  part  of  our  mingled  nature  was  vi&iblc  iu  those 
instances  of  patriotism,  martyrdom,  eamectaeis,  and  u>irita- 
iility,  vhich  our  history  records  of  nao  and  woman,  oid  age 
and  youth,  even  in  the  blackest  tempest  of  the  war,  and 
aurrouuded  as  tbey  were  with  men,  who,  eiven  up  to  their 
own  paasiona  and  inclinations,  so  succuinbecr  to  the  evil  .-u  to 
appear  incarnate  fiends.  And  good  sprang  &om  thix  -  ny, 
not  only  from  the  evil  of  the  war,  but  fntm  the  inituld-oC 
iiicalcuUbli;,  indescribable  vretcliednesa  of  di^iersiun  luid 
persecution.  It  brought,  nay,  it  is  still  bringing  iKmel  unce 
more,  in  loving  faith  and  unqueatiouiug  obedience,  to  his  C  ' 
und  liastcuiijg  on  that  day,  wlien  tlie  evil  shall  be  entii 
eubdued,  and  tht-  ^oa\  r<NRii  triumphant. 

With  tin'se  ^clU•l;tioIl^  we  will  conclude  Uie  Sixth  Period  __ 
our  hi>ft<iry,  leaving  to  th^-  Seventh  a  ^li^nce  over  our  disprroinD, 
aud  iu  eRiects  on  the  present  condition  of  our  Dsttoii,  male 
iLud  fv'Uiale.  Brought  <lown,  a.>i  the  history  of  the  women  of 
Ja  •«  is,  to  ncai\y  wvi^Vi  ■s«^'»  •««»  the  advent  of 
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Christifuiity,  ttie  proofs  of  our  non-abasenwDt  uui  def^radtttion 
become  yet  more  important;  for  there  are  nttny  tu  assert, 
thnt  iit  th«  Bible- times  the  Hcbren  female*  sltared  the  holy 
priTlIc^  of  the  males,  but  that  it  was  the  falliDfc-off  from 
tins  spiritual  Judaism,  the  miiigltiiK  human  vitli  Divine 
authonty,  which  so  d^aded  and  blinded  the  H>.'brcir«  after 
tlic  Babylonia  oaptivity,  m  nbsolutvlr  to  dtmaud  for  our 
salratioQ  Uie  bdiefin  too  atonciQunt  of  Jesus,  and  adoption 
of  th«  iK-w  crew]  which  liis  apoatI<:»  preached. 

Wo  Inisl  that  we  have  conviiiciiiglv  proved  to  our  own 
nation,  and  from  our  own  history,  thnt.  this  was  not  tbe  case 
that  DO  human  additions  to  the  pure  law  had,  between  the 
first  and  stcond  captivity,  lowered  the  poaition.  or  interfered 
with  the  spiritual  privileges  of  the  Women  of  Israel  Tlie 
ConTeraioD  and  earueat  wal  of  Helena  of  Adiabene  woold  be 
in  iteelf  aulificient  to  coutrovert  tlila  charge  :  and  we  have,  in 
addition,  alike  the  story  of  the  inartyr-mother — the  indepeo- 
derut  sovereignty  of  Alexandra,  wife  of  Alexander  Jannnus — 
the  influence  of  Mariamue,  as  sole  representative  of  ttie 
Asmona^na — and  of  Salome,  in  the  punuit  of  her  fieuctlike 
machinations — of  Berenice,  in  the  perfomiiincc  of  h«r  nn^lar 
TOW,  and  Iier  rank  and  power  as  the  *i*ter  and  widow  of  kui^ 
to  convince  us  still  more  unanswerably,  that  the  womu  of 
Isnel  enjoyed  a  temporaJ  power,  and  privile^  peculiarlv  her 
own ;  and  was  debarred  in  not  a  tingle  instance,  ot  the 
spirititnl  privilr^.''  and  solemn  re^unsi  bill  lies  which  bad  been 
D«.-stowc(l  on  her  by  the  law  of  God,  and  which  the  manuon 
and  customs  of  her  country  at  the  advent  of  Christianity 
Tindeniably  confirmi^d.  This,  then,  is  enough  for  us.  Tliere 
is  DO  trace  b^or^  the  dispeisioD  of  that  mingling  of  hnman 
with  Divine  oniinntic^'s  with  which  we  are  chuged;  and 
therefore  ve  cannot  allow,  that  for  lu  the  moral  preaching  of 
the  Chriiitian  apostles  was  needed.  If  such,  indeed,  took 
place  <^/ier  the  disjieision,  it  was  from  the  care  of  holy  men  to 
Keep  pure  and  holy  the  jewd  of  their  faith,  which  was 
tiircatened  to  be  buried,  alas !  beneath  the  btoody  asbea  of 
oomtant  persecution;  and  how  ini^ht  we  accept  is  mving, 
purifying,  and  rcfon&ing,  the  creed  of  thote  vcrj-  men,  whose 
cruel  oppression  occasioned  tlie  very  evil  from  which  they  bid 
int  turn.  No !  even  in  the  midst  of  aiiarcliy,  misery,  and 
blood,  the  religion  of  God  slionc  forth  Divlnb.  It  was  sufficient 
fn-  us  then ;  and  0  doubly  dearer,  holier,  more  precious  ia  it 
to  us  now  I 
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ITS    nORBOBS.^RIOIlt    AXD  KSD. — PCLrUUSXT   OF  P»0» 

— RBAL    CAUtlB    OF    JKWIlSIl    CllA£TI&BiUKT. — DISPBUHUI.— * 
THOCOHTS  OS  THK  TALMUD. 

It  u  irith  erDotions  of  actti&I  relief  and  gladneaL  thut  v«  !»*■ 
to  oth«r  woflcN  the  detnils  of  that  awful  wnr,  tftiring  the  on- 
ttotutticc  of  whtcli  l,3M,460of  ourhapletsoouiitrynion  pemhcl 
and  101,700  graoed  as  prisoners  the  triuroith  of  tbe  Romaa 
emperor  and  his  aon  ;  and  this  calcutfttioD  nlntca  only  to  the 
period  of  the  dertruction  of  Jenisnlcin :  the  thousands  aod 
tiiouHnnds  of  men,  women  and  children,  irho  fell  viotiiM  ta 
I  after  masji&cres,  are  not  included. 

As  a  History  of  the  Women  of  IsiacI,  we  Deed  not  linger  od 

l-dietails  which  our  own   historian,  Joeeplius,  and,    yet  mure 

leowerfiiliy,  in  all  the  eloquence  of  modem  writing,  Milmu, 

[Saa  bronght  ato  vividly  before  o^  save  to  give  one  Khudderioi 

^rianoe  on  what  uniat  have  been  the  aagnbh.  tlw  tortUTfs,  <9 

Iwio  female  chitrlrcu  of  the  Ijoid  at  that  awful  period.     Evtty 

Incial  ti« — ni'ithi'T.  (laitgbl«T,  sifter,  wife — roust  every  hour 

^lukTB  been  subject  to  the  a^ny  of  hucIi  bervarement  as  we  caa 

but  faintly  unafnoe  now.     We  aec,  br  both  Isaiah  and  Bu>ld«L 

that  the  siDsor  the  women  had  added  to  tbe  weight  of  natjocuJ 

iuiqui^  ;  but  still  all  were  not  aiufnl,  all  were  not  r«bettiDn& 

Countlecs  thousands  of  those  that  fell  ner«  true  to  their  God 

r  and  His  law.     Tlie  wrricc  of  t!io  Temple,  tbe  daily  ofTvriag 

I  were  continued  in  tlie  vcr^  mid^t  of  the  most  horrible  intvn 

dij  and  outward  siege ;  and  not  only  men  aroted  I 
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MU,  but  tbe  aoed  rad  the  feeble,  the  lovli^^t  and  tbe  mr^t 
anpr<jti!(.'ti.-il  fem^,  tbe  stripling  vnuth  anrl  the  tender  child, 
aongbt  ibc  tcniplc-ootirt*  ti>  wor^tiip.  nnd  often  by  the  very 
altar  found  thi?ir  dcnlhs.  ^Vlmt,  in  tliis  dark  epoch,  vould 
have  supported  the  Hubrcw  fomikle  and  giren  her  atrenj;th  ta 
vitnces  miscrv,  suffer  torture,  and  tlicn  die — wliat  but  an 
aasuraiice  of  tfiat  imaiortnlity,  wlierein  tiie  distinction  between 
tbe  righteous  and  the  niL-kcd  etioald  be  discerned,  and  all  of 
"is  world's  agony  be  swallowed  up  in  an  et«mih'  of  bliss* 

In  Bhrinkiiig  from  the  pages  of  horror  which  relate  the 
Jewish  war,  we  sometimes  forget  to  bring  forward  in  its  dewrvi-d 
light  the  noble  and  exalted  p/itrintism  from  which  the  awf'il 
struggle  sprang,  lo  our  last  period  we  have  endeavoured  lo 
give  some  idea  of  the  enslaving  and  sava^  nature  of  the  Romnn 
goverunient  over  the  provinces  of  Jiidsea.  A  referunoe  to  the 
Kistoriaiisof  the  period  will  make  it  clearer atill.  Prom  Herod, 
lalsely  e&l!ed  tbe  Great,  originated,  &»  we  have  seen,  the  Roman 
■abjection  of  Judsea,  and  the  denationalising  of  the  Jewish 
people.  But  all  uf  nationality,  all  of  patnotism,  bad  not 
meTKcd  into  tbe  MavUh  Hubjectiun  which  tbe  persecuting  cruelty 
«f  tbe  Roman  Bovenio«  seemed  dcterminetl  to  enforce.  In 
tbe  very  face  or  cnmhing  tyranny  and  inward  deprvwion.  the 
Hebrew  people  rase  as  one  man  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  Ibitno 
— Rome,  the  mistress  of  the  world,  empress  of  a  tbowsnnd 
<»tt08,  of  a  hundred  provioces,  each  one  larger  and  more  mighty 
than  the  nnnrotcctvd  land  whose  daring  sons  hold  forth  the 
banner  of  rebellion,  and  dared  to  strike  for  fr^dom  !  It  was 
Dot  Borne  who  commenced  the  struggle.  She  would  have 
laughed  to  scorn  the  very  idea  that  Judiea  could  lead  Braiies 
to  subject  her,  when  ber  offii-ere  and  troops  already  held  the 
land.  No,  it  was  tbe  Jews  themsclve".  And  who,  after  this, 
shall  accuiie  us  of  tacit  submission,  of  being  wanting  in  courage, 
patriotism,  spirit,  all  that  makes  the  warrior !  Had  we 
tacceeded,  we,  too,  shonid  have  been  hold  up  ati  examples  of 
man  in  his  noblest  nature,  even  like  the  Swiss  under  Tell,  tbe 
Scotch  under  Wallace  and  Bnice,  and  the  Americans  of  a  later 
day ;  for,  when  compared  with  the  Hebrews'  ittrug;;lca  for 
liberty  and  soil,  how  faint  and  feeble  were  the  efforts  of  thene 
mtKlcrn  lands.  But  the  exalted  criffin  of  the  Jewish  war  is 
lost  in  its  awful  close.  We  could  not  succeed  ;  for  it  wis  the 
Lord  who  fought  against  m  tlirongh  the  Roman  swords  in  jitvt 
itiHment  for  national  iniiiui^,  and  in  falfilcneat  «CU\ii 
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prophecy  br  Moaee.  Still,  let  not  our  soaa  furf;et  ihftl  thck 
uioraMrs  uone  dared  br&re  the  might}'  foroe  of  I'mponsI  Kmt 
—their  anoestors  alon«  so  foU|;;ht  for  &««doBi  tlmt  mightia 
anniM  tlutn  wen  ueeded  for  the  reduetiou  of  any  other  pnmnn 
were  Mummoiied  a^iiHt  t)i<jiin.  Ay,  and  that,  ha<t  nottbewmUi 
of  t)ic  Etirncil  irorki'd  n^aiuflt  Uhuh,  Jn  tite  division  of  tlus- 
«'lvc8,  nil')  in  thi'  nwful  fiiliilmeiit  of  the  threatcningB  whiek 
they  had  di$rugi>nli-<),  Judiua  would  liare  Wen  uncoaqueredttSL 

One  import.niit  fiicl  it  in  nccesMiy  to  notice  ht-te.  Our  yoanf 
Bist«rs,  no  doubt,  hare  ofti-ii  read  and  heard  (for  it  is  impoanUB 
t4>  i)enise  Gentile  hl<tonanii  of  the  time  without  Hueb  tis- 
presaiousi  that  the  awful  occurrenoes  of  the  war,  the  de»tructiDa 
of  our  glorious  Temple,  and  baniihiDent  from  our  Holy  ImdA, 
all  were  occadoned,  uot  by  our  departure  from  the  law  of  Qoi, 
aud  manifold  natiuoal  tTnn^gTessious^  but  from  nur  ohttioata 
rejectiou  of  Jesus  when  he  came  for  our  aaltration.  Ifav, 
without  an  intimate  knowledge  of  our  history  during  tbt 
continuance  of  the  Second  Temple,  tht.i  mi^lit  be  a  etaxtfing 
ar^nicnL  We  see  that  we  are  difipertted ;  wc  rvad  o^  all  tbt 
miMriei  and  matsacreii  which  have  befallen  tis ;  of  the  omau 
and  pfodiines  that  preceded  the  destruction  of  the  T 
Wo  an  told  by  e&ger  Gentile  acquaintance,  or  rcwl  ii  ^_ 
books,  that  ko  Jcdua  pro[^iesied,  and  that  be  wept  whM 
looked  on  Jcnisalem,  foreseeing  all  the  calamities  about 
eiuue  beeauM  tK»  ptopU  raecUd  him ;  and  nnleas  we  Itaar 
ano^ier  cause  fur  all  tWe  tninga,  how  an  vc  to  answer? 

And  yet  how  cnay  is  the  true  reply  1  A  very  curaory  ghoet 
over  our  history  from  the  return  from  the  Babylonish  Captivity, 
even  if  we  ro  do  farther  than  the  death  of  Herod,  will  brti^ 
glaringly  before  us  the  awful  sins  for  which  w«  are  thai 
punished.  Even  in  the  brief  sketch  which  we  have  given  at 
the  commencement  of  our  Sixth  Period,  we  mrely  must  trace 
the  national  dciiiirliire  from  tlie  ]>ure  law  of  M<^ea,  the  aaami- 
lation  with  other  nations,  the  entire  forgctfiihiesss  that  we 
were  to  be  a  "  nation  of  pruestA,  holy  unto  the  L'>rd."  the  awfd 
deeds  of  parricide  and  massacre,  dovaBtntiiig  the  houses  of  theaa 
TCTv  princes  chosen  an  the  Loid'ii  anointed  pnosta  ;  and  trea 
haa  we  bnt  the  reign  of  Hprod,  we  rtad  of  a  saflieicncy  of  Ba 
to  hurl  down  on  us  the  thT<.'at«n(>d  chastisement  of  the  Eternal 
The  period  between  the  first  and  second  Captivity  wiw  eratitld 
us  as  a  period  of  trial  whether  or  not  we  would  return  with  our 
whole  hearta  unto  the  Lord.    1'lie  tWGnty-«tglitli  chapter  of 
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Peut«rfln(iiay,  ntth  ibi  sublime  ftnd  Htartling  pmphecy,  wns 
Oun  (A<^n,  even  as  il  is  now.  We  liiul  ntrt-nily  kit  the  wntli  uf 
the  Lord  ;  »itd  llic  power  to  return  tu  tliin  and  to  HJit  Uw,  gt 
to  njoct  tlicm,  Hiit  mercy  hnd  pUiiUfl  in  our  lioftrte.  If  man 
bad  no  power  of  himself  to  kcop  the  law  of  (Jod,  as  the  Gentiles 
t«ub,  tlieii,  indrcd,  would  the  law  have  been  instituted  in 
mockery,  not  in  love^to  do«trny,  not  to  save ;  atid  there  could 
have  been  no  need  for  that  eublime  prophecy  of  Moeee.  Tiiis 
ia  not  the  work  to  dilate  od  the  twenty-eighth  chapter  of 
Deuteronomy,  as  inclination  might  prompt.  We  can  only 
bcMOch  our  readers  to  turn  to  it  tbemsclvos — to  obserte  th« 
bkniii^  pToini.Hcd  fi'ir  obedience — the  cursea  threatened  on  the 
dbnbe£ent — to  compare  tlie  history  of  Urael  duriiit;  the  con* 
tinuance  of  the  Temple,  with  the  first  fourteen  vereea  of  the 
chapter,  and  retioct  if  mch  blefsini^s  could  be  ours ;  and  then 
from  the  fifteenth  to  the  mid  of  the  chapter ;  and  do  ve  need 
more  to  iniitmot  us  in  the  nature  of  our  sins — and  the  wherefore 
tbev  were  punished  ! 

But  it  Khali  come  to  pass,  if  tkou  wilt  net  hearken  nnto 
the  voicw  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  to  observe  to  do  all  His  com- 
mandments and  Hia  statutcti  wbich  I  command  the<o  tliis  day 
that  all  these  nirscs  shall  come  upon  thee  and  orcrtako  thee.' 
Thta  siDgle  verse  is  all-s\iflii:icnt  to  overturn  every  Gentile 
argument.  The  prophecy  which  it  precedes  ia  so  exact  a 
description  of  all  that  took  place  in  Jerusalem  b^on  ita  siece 
by  the  Romans,  during  the  siege,  and,  q/itrwardt,  in  the 
various  lands  where  we  were  scattered,  that  it  would  seem  as 
if  it  moat  have  been  written  by  an  eye-witncas,  or  t^/ier  tbon 
events  took  place — not  by  a  historian  living  hundreds  and 
thoii.'tanda  of  years  before.  Tlii.^  fiin);le  chanter  is  sufScient  to 
prove  the  truth  of  the  Bible,  Judaism,  and  God.  Tbedeecrip 
tion  of  tile  siege  may  in  a  .<ili}^ht  degree  be  applicable  either  to 
the  fint  or  second  destruction  of  the  Temple ;  but,  as  a  wbole^ 
it  refers  onty  and  toUly  to  the  destrucliuu  of  Jeanijalem  bjr 
Titos,  and  tne  final  dispcnuon  of  the  Jewa 

Let  not,  then,  the  imprt^iona  derived  from  Gentile  hia- 
torians,  so  confine  the  youthful  Hebrew  mind,  as  to  conceal 
Cot  a  sincle  instant  the  real  reason  for  our  past  miseries  aod 
{kreaent  dispersion.  We  wert,  w«  an,  ohastisedf  not  for  re- 
lecting  Jesus,  but  for  long  long  yean  of  disobedience  to  our 
law.  We  are  chastised  for  those  national  and  individual 
crimee  aod  .lius,  leooidied  in  our  history  during  the  continuance 
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ot  (Hir  S«oood  Temple— not  for  nfusiufc  bdief  in  Jau. 
)  Ktid  nrodigiw  did  oreoede  the  deatrncCiQii  of  tlic 
_gbt  not  S'fttnro  IwYe  Wn  equally  moved  witli  howi  fot 
b«  tuto  tliKiktciiiiig  th«  Jtittiali  people  fur  tlieir  mani/Ud  mm, 
u>  ftir  ft  iuu((lu  one.  Jcnu  wcj>t  when  be  thought  on  tbe 
CttUinitics  of  Jurusolem  ;  but  tbu  ouly  proves,  ibst,  like  rten 
JtK,  he  WW  well  ooquiiinlcd  with  the  prtiphecy  of  Moee^  tai, 
iu  the  &tiprcm:icy  of  UAtioiitl  *in,  bubeld  iM  near  fulGlmeat 
wholly  and  onlirely  distiuct  firiim  tlivir  trnitmeot  of  bimscl' 

Surely,  then,  the  Qontilc  nrf^umenU.  w  to  the  csum  of 
dii^ieraioD,  most  fall  bstiulMs  to  the  gniund.  A  Ictiuwl. 
of  our  oiTD  history  being  all  that  Is  requind  t«  supply  lu 
defenoe," 
The  war  itself  lasted  but  &vs  yean  :  bnt  the  mia«ri«  and 
Iniiusacres  of  the  Jews,  commenced  almost  from  thtt  tleatli  oC 
IliTod,  and  conUDUed,  vitli  littJe  cessation,  Ioci{{  aft«r  Jenu^ 
I«;iu  waa  destroyed.  In  every  Bomau  province  when  tbnj 
took  refuge,  they  were  almo&t  universally  ■"rTinnril  cithv 
frum  some  fancied  iubult,  or  revolt  amonu  Iheawelves,  or  fron 
the  determination  of  the  Romans  to  sweep  tlicm  from  thi 
euth.  The  Gieetcs  joined  in  tbia  universal  persvcuUoa — thcit 
Ofdy  point  of  oonliul  union  with  the  Bomaos  Reemin^  in  hA 
to  M  their  dcteitAtiou  of  and  cruelty  towards  the  exU«« 
the  Lord.  The  rcigci  of  Adrian  thtent«ned  them  with  slanst 
H  complete  an  vxtvrniiiiutioii  lu  llii-ir  oxpitlflon  fr^rm  thai 
land.  Yet  still  they  lived  on,  endowed,  iteoenu,  with  an  ui>- 
dying  vitality,  which  neither  cruelty,  nor  suffering,  nor  dtalli 
in  its  most  awful  shape,  could  utiti'piiab.  Nor  was  it  the 
roMonly,  which  was  preserved,  but  the  rtiiffUM.  Whnonr 
they  ucrc,  in  whatever  circumitanccs,  cither  of  proeperity  «l 

*  Our  npnonont*  will,  no  donbt,  ur^  thU  11  m*  tn  rnihliu  in  ftlM 
tha*«  i«rj  Bini.  <tiUt«<l  on  klxiis,  t)ia1  Jmul  cama  ;  iu>d  bftd  mm  MetlMi 
him,  "wt  iiuDUluaPuti  in  Uia  (l«*Lruc4ioD  of  out  bxuitiftil  city,  miiI  bMb^ 
lUsnl  ftciD  out  HoIt  Land,  would  h»*  be«D  »Tert«d.  Thia  «nuiid*  wtfli 
but  n*  no  auob  <N>nditiaii  whatcter  wik  knoiiDd.  ta  a  Hvltig  oImml  to  tbi 
proplirtia  Lliroalcningi  of  Moki.  in  phtnter  t'rnty.algkt  of  DvubrMo^, 
wn  eaa  ncLlber  MMwpt  at  allow  It.  llaJ  Uio  Etornal  orUum)  and  raqoiiM 
tlik*  aooaplaoca  of  Joiu*,  Ha  wooU  liava  iiuplml  Uomm  la  )aaar\  al  Ik* 
•lid  of  vana  GAscti,  clmiilar  twoatr.«iDht,  "  Bnt  it  ahall  cana  to  ftm,  t 
tl'QU  wltt  not  h4*rk«i),  alc^iur  aeetft  At  nltotivm  Oiat  I  ^ar  Ur«^  Ikl 
Mmrmmi  of  tli»  Saviour  wlmin  I  will  aend."  But  M  tber*  ara  no  a«ab  •*» 
iliTiont,  Ihe  oauH  of  all  tliat  hna  bcfAlleo  ni  orig^natei  in  tha  awfnl  dlniv 
clt'-rTDD  to  iho  "  Taioe  of  tho  Lord  uur  God,"  and  diiobwlianna  to  ika  IH^ 
llio  gB*o  tlirau^h  Uo 
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wlrcruty,  oppresBtOQ  or  pitrtial  freedom,  still  they  were  Jews — 
in»n:  wra^i,  more  hearty,  more  ntolate  foll<>«'cn  of  tlieir 
law,  chkD  thej  h.id  been  witen  outward  circamataDoet  might 
b»vc  permitted  ita  strictwt  observaoc«8. 

It  wu  not  till  tbe  reij,ii  of  ADtODiDiis  PioB,  th&t  the  miwries 
of  the  Hebrew*  eubdidi'd  into  a  i>arCial  caJm,  »Dd  pivilcges 
were  granted  them  throughout  Italy  and  the  ranons  pro- 
vinces of  R'liiii!,  whicli  enabled  the  patriiLfch  of  Tiberias  to 
ohuin  such  fn-eiloui  mid  power  in  the  obtFcrvauce  of  hU  reli- 
gion, a£  to  be  reirugniacl  Ity  the  whole  Jewish  Dation^  wherever 
scattered,  as  their  nuurciui;  head  and  spiritual  eovereigo. 

It  va£  under  his  mild 'jurisdiction,  that  the  rabbiDS  or  learned 

Lmen  crept  from  tbcir  hidiiig'j>I»uai.  and  resumed  the  studr  of 
tbe  law,  Prom  them,  at  various  times,  emanated  many  of  the 
miikoT  ordinances,  and  Icaraed  explanations  of  the  written 
vord,  nhicb  were  aftcrwaids  collected  aod  compiled  under  tiie 
differeat  names  of  Gemara.  Misbna,  aad  later,  llie  Taiinud. 
Tlie  lyDagogues  mav  also  be  said  to  have  arUen  from  thU 
period.  whereTer  there  were  tea  Jews,  tlierc  was  a  miagopi*, 
vith  \Ui  boftki  nf  the  written  law,  and  tcuehtTit ;  and  its  gal- 
leries for  tlie  accommodatian  of  the  Hi-brcnr  females,  that  tiiey 
tm  might  partalie  of  the  Hptritual  ioutruction  and  privileges 
offcrvd  to  their  bretbreo. 

Uver  all  the  provineeit  of  the  great  Empire,  the  Hebrew  race 
ext«-ndcd:  aixl  from  them  peiietrntud  all  over  Europe,  and 
into  the  far-ol)  couutxlra  of  Cliina,  Mnlnbar,  other  parts  of  t^ 
Bast  Indies,  the  Coa«t  of  Africa,  and  plnccs  equaUr  remote, 
whtrre  their  very  ori^n  is  plunged  in  mystery.  Id  Cbiiia,  th^ 
synagogue  we  are  told  much  more  resembles  the  ancient  'IVm> 
pie,  thui  any  of  those  in  Europe.  In  Malabar  there  are  both 
black  and  white  Jews,  tbe  fonoer  must  probably  eitlier  the 
(ieecendauts  of  black  slaves  Or  converts,  lu  Bokhara  and 
Persia,  particular!})'  in  the  cities  'if  Ispaham  and  Shiru, 
Ka.thaiiaiid  Yexd — iu  Mesopotamia,  Assyria,  Damanciu,  Aruhia, 
"jfyjrt,  Cain),  the  Imrders  of  Abyssinia,  Morocco ; — i:i  nil  these 
iMtt  tha  Hebrews  found  a  n^tiuKi  precarioiu  and  uuccrtuiu 
ideed;  but  (here  they  still  continue  to  exist.  Iu  all  the 
diS^ni  kingdoms  of  Euroix:  (i^xcept  Norway,  in  which  oountiv 
we  never  remember  seeing  them  munliooed),  they  have  lived, 
ft'iurishod,  been  pencouted  and  expelled,  recuUcd  and  pro- 
U'ct«d.  lit  Spain  iilonc,  the  cdiot  of  expulsion  never  appoais 
have  been  recalled  ;  but^  at  if  ia  direct  manifeeUtiOB  of 


M9 


THE  VtOitEil  or  ISRAKL. 


tbe  protecting  axm  of  that  gracious  Providence,  who  bad 
ordained  theewmal  existence  of  His  people,  tlie  rtrj  yew  of 
their  t»uiishmenC  from  Spun,  Chjutopher  Cnlambua  tUaooTen-l 
that  new  continent,  which  wu  to  be  to  them  a  home  »r  more 
perfect  freedom  and  peace  than  they  had  nitjored  since  llusr 
diaperrion.  In  Americn,  pentccution  never  amaued — expoUm 
nerw  banished.  In  Spain,  they  hod  act^tiintd  a  greater  degree 
of  lenmiiig,  inflaenn,  vid  power,  than  in  an^  other  Enropeaa 
nation ;  an<l  such  they  might  eguoJly  obtain  in  that  land, 
which  appeared  to  be  culled  from  the  deep,  at  the  voice  of  tb« 
Creator,  to  |irovidc  thi^m  a  home  whcrv  neither  oppreadoo  nor 
even  civil  difabililies  cjin  check  the  sam?  adTaoce  of  mind  tftd 
BpenM,  to  nhich  in  Spain,  and  in  Spain  alone  thcf  had 
attained.  Sarely,  this  connderation  ought  to  weigh  Aetp\f  in 
the  minds  of  our  brethren  across  the  Atlantic,  and.  indtng 
them  to  rise  Bnporior  to  the  worldly  dreams  and  titne-aeekiu 
mrsuita  of  the  age,  urge  them  to  make  manifest  to  tht  worid 
that  freedom  and  equality  will  make  the  Jew. 

It  would  be  an  interesting  and  carious  study,  to  eodesvoor 
to  trace  the  first  colonics  of  the  Hebrews  in  all  these  varied 
lands  ;  though,  from  tbe  otter  absence  of  all  outhfutic  docv- 
Bienta,  we  fear  the  i»ak,  however  tntetestinc,  would  be  impos- 
sible.    We  aeem  only  to  know,  that  in  every  auarter  of  ^ 
globe,  God  has  placed  witne^se-t  in  simple  fulhlment  of  He 
tnnaltcmble  word.     In  the  North,  and  in  the  South,  in  die 
St  and  in  tlie  West,  there  we  arc,  and  there  we  shall  bt^ 
f until  that  fflorious  day,  when  the  same  migtity   word  wkiek 
Innt  tu  forth  will  recall  xm  to  the  land  of  oiir  fntliers — when, 
[lor  our  path,  the  nioutitniu!!  Hhall  be  bid  low  and  the  vallvyi 
exalted,  and  the  t»nj;uc  of  the  Red  S<«  shall  bo  dried  ap 
the  crooked  f-UaW  be  miule  kI  niitiht,  and  the  rou^h  pUoeil 
and  in  Joni-alero  thu  ((lorious  T<-mplG  be  upraised  froB 
I  dust,  as  the  visioDcd  eye  of  EzckicI  saw  and  prophesied,  in  ' 
kmblijne  description  contiuned  in  the  last  eight  cbaptera  nf 
hlwole 

We  cannot  doubt  that  these  things  wnj,  bb,  when  we  b«Jiold, 
by  onr  residence  in  every  land,  what  bas  bebu  niiit  wuat  n, 
and  remember,  that  the  same  word  which  propbeued  the  rut, 
who.se  fuIfilmeDt  we  have  seen,  hath  prophesied  the  rumi, 
whose  fulfilment  ve  must  equally  belioid,  and  bMnt  evM 
while  it  is  deferred. 
The  history  of  the  Jews,  as  a  body,  however,  «bten  not  iats 
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ihe  pUu  of  tilt;  t)T<:«<;ut  work ;  nor  sliull  wc  oven  dwell  upon  it 
«s  lou£  lut  wc  <li<l  ill  our  iiroviuun  Pi-riod.  From  tho  ttiogv  of 
JeniiHUCDi,  our  hivtoiy  is  v«ry  mach  more  ^iicTitlly  kDown, 
tliao  during  the  pc-hud  bctwccu  tliu  ntuni  ftviu  Babylon  and 
the  Gttol  ilisptsreion.  Wc  etill  trace  tUu  uffecls  uf_  tho  one  ia 
our  pnieoot  cuudition,  and  in  the  fn^uent  luentioa  of  ua  ia 
loderD  Imtory,  the  other  is  but  boo  o^d  ^ntiroljr  fom>tteii, 
r  ool;  tliouslit  of  as  bloudcd  with  the  rcooidn  of  iSyna,  Greece, 
Bonu,  and  toe  final  siege. 

Oor  task  nsts  with  the  Womea  of  Israel ;  end  of  tbeni  we 
have  unhappily  so  little  mention,  oitheT  as  lodividuaU  or  as  a 
body,  in  modem  times,  that  we  can  add  but  little  to  our  pre- 
vious pages.  Yet  that  little,  triding  as  it  uiay  seem,  on  a 
nipeificiai  consideratlou,  is  of  real  importance  to  the  contirma- 
tioii  of  our  averted  points  the  perfect  freedom  and  equality  of 
the  Hebrew  female. 

We  sIiaII  not  find  her  wautiog  in  utv  iinj(U  point  wbiob 
coiutitutes  the  fit  leaiiieiit  ^uidpromuisator  of  a  persecuted 
«r«ed,  or  khrinlcinf;,  as  her  physical  ve&IcueM  might  iMrtend, 
IroBi  any  ftuffohn^,  even  tliat  most  agoniniiiK — the  oereavtuncut 
<tf  ber  children,  by  her  own  or  tbdr  fathers  hand,  could  th^ 
thus  only  be  uv«d  from  the  deuiul  of  her  God.  Could 
any  womao  bav«  done  thix,  liave  looked  on  the  pitilfiu  unr> 
diHWB  of  aU  she  loved,  and  theu  by  cruel  tortures  c^mly 
abartd  thoir  fate  ;  had  she  been  deprived,  aa  our  opponenU  in 
their  igDoranoe  declare,  of  the  belief  iu,  and  hope  oi,  the  hliai 
aad  rest  ot  immortahty. 

Before,  bowercr,  wc  Wing  forward  iuatODces  of  female  mor^ 
^rdom,  there  is  one  subject  wliioh,  though  wc  approach  it 
irith  reluctance,  from  the  opposition  aud  wilful  misconceptioa 
whicli  it  is  likely  to  p^M^ucc  wc  dceire  to  bring  most  strongly 
hefot-  «ur  readers.  It  is  the  supposition  of  tnauv  amongst  toe 
Oentilte,  and  we  fear  amoDfj^  some  few  of  ourselves,  that  it  is 
the  Talmud  which,  promoting  the  spirit  of  the  Mosaic  law, 
anthori^es.  nay  commiinds,  the  degriulation  aud  enUaving  of 
the  JewisQ  female.  In  confinDatiun  of  this  theory-,  theie  sro 
uaoy  eealous  coDverdonists  who  bring  forward,  as  translations 
from  the  Talmad,  detached  verses  and  portions,  which  appear 
•o  strongly  to  support  their  assertion,  as  Ut  prevent  all  reply, 
Now  it  should  be  welt  remembered,  both  by  oureclves  and  om 
opponents  that  much  which  is  called  the  'i'ulmud,  aud  sap- 
poeed  to  be  coeval  with  its  origbal  venerable  compilers,  on 
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tb«  spocuUtiona.  iuiairiea,  ud  even  ordiDancM  of  maoli 
whtm,  wliott  opinion*  were  no  doubt  often  biassed  (^mm^ 
nneoQKioatljr)  by  tb«  habits  and  cnstonu  of  their  own  dariuBed 
aga.  Let  ns  first  oooader  tHo  ori^  and  real  intent  of  tfacae 
most  T«DCTabie  and  often  fabcly  abuwd  forms.  I>iTiDe,  t^j 
are  oot^  Tbcro  aro,  we  think,  comparatiroly  but  few  sow,  wh» 
will  j>Iace  th<-iii,  In  mint  of  divinity  and  dignity,  with  the 
writt«n  oracles  i^  God  ;  for  if  they  are,  vhy  do  we  not  an  the 
same  hoooiir  and  rorcrctioo  paid  to  them,  as  to  the  eaerai 
rolls,  whose  dwelUp^  ia  the  House  of  God ;  and  whose  appear 
anoe  and  eleration  in  the  sicht  of  the  aawnbled  moititadi^ 
oauM  the  congR^tion  stmuitaneoosly  to  rise  in  aileiit  hooagt 
to  their  tospiied  author  / 

W)i«ii  exjpelled  boiB  their  own  land — batiinhiil  into  entf 
quarter  of  toe  globe — the  temple  serrioe,  and  wnrtliip,  exaetljr 
as  Moaea  had  ordained,  was  impoauble.*  IV  iiarriBoes  won 
compelled  to  cease ;  for  the  me  from  hearen  coDsomed  thai 
no  longer  ajt  in  the  First  Teiople ;  nor  as  to  the  Second,  «en 
there  oourts  and  altars  for  the  saorifioea ;  nor  flocks  and  hodi 
in  poweMJon  of  the  Israelites  to  offer  up.  The  multitodot 
more  en^r  than  ever,  from  tlivtr  vtste  of  adversity  and  trial, 
to  ntam  to  the  Lord  their  God.  and  od«?  more  obey  tliat  holy 
law,  which,  nhcn  it  wan  in  their  power  to  obey,  they  had 
totally  di>nE-garded,  beheld  the  onpoftaoity  so  to  cfo  gone  tnm 
thorn,  ftforning  and  evcniog,  saobaths  and  holidays,  tbsy  had 
been  accustoranl  to  afTcr  Mcnfice  and  prayer.  In  oaae  of 
nnciiiaTvoK^orthaDli^^iTin^.orpenanoe.iQevefycinnimstaiioe 
of  life,  they  had  a  higli  priest  to  whom  to  resort,  a  Temple 
where  to  come^  oBerings  ordained  by  Moses,  ami  Iawb  and 
statutes  entering  into  evwy  man's  honsebotd,  and  guiding  not 
only  hU  spiritual  and  soda]  but  his  doueetio  life.  But  these 
laws  and  ordinaneea  were  firom  Israel  when  an  iodependeat 
state,  subjects  of  God  atone,  and  in  pOHsession  of  lands  and 
tbcir  produce — floclcs,  hi-rds — all  of  which  were  abimtateff 
Be^oRary  for  exact  obedienoe  to  the  law.  Id  their  bauishmrak, 
how  eonid  they  be  guided  in  exact  accordance  with  the  piiiv' 
law  of  Moses  f  At  Snt  perusal,  they  most  have  been  almMt 
appalled  at  the  many  ordinances  whiot  they  conld  nc»t  obaem ; 
yet,  on  a  second  study  of  the  holy  books  of  Moses,  and  coin- 
paring  them  with  the  prophets,  they  moat  have  seen,  that 

*  For  tboM  ramarVi  «n  th«  Tiitinud,  and  rapfXMMtloa  of  iu  <■•  aoA 
inMnI,  tin  author  atone  ii  anawcrabla. 
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obedience,  aa  far  as  hy  in  tbeir  pover,  in  their  serenl  lands  of 
exile,  WOK  iinporatively  dem&ndei)  ^oin  them  ;  that  their  only 
hope  of  rcsti>r»tioti  and  salvatioD  vas  iu  a  faithful  ivtlliercDcc 
to  the  Qod  and  law  of  their  fathers,  and  a  firm  faith  in  Hti 
promised  lueruy,  to  slreiistlien  and  purify  man's  feeble  effurta, 
and  rendvr  them  acceptnCle  unto  him. 

But  how  vreTv  they  to  obey'  Eager  and  earnest  in  their 
repcQtnnco  and  desire  In  return  to  their  Qod,  uon  that  the 
long-threatcncd  c!iiutii<<^mfiit  had  (alien,  they  welcomod  with 
rejoicing  the  oiTortd  uf  holy  and  good  men  to  lay  down  a  path 
of  obedience  which,  even  in  their  exile  and  in  the  midst  of 
persecution,  they  might  tread.  }Iencc  arose  those  ordinances 
Khicb  are  accused  of  clogging  with  dead  and  soulless  wei(;ht 
the  pure  and  spiritual  Law  of  God ;  but  which,  in  those 
fearful  eras  of  exile  and  persecution,  bound  Jew  to  Jew,  and 
with  God's  pTat«cting  blessing,  saved  his  religion  from  amal- 
gamation witli  other  nations,  and  all  adoption  of  the  Gentile 
creeds.  But  the  holy  men  who  originally  raised  the  prntecdng 
ea-tket  around  the  beautiful  jewel  of  their  faith,  never  either 
jireached  or  intended  that  their  ordinaiic«i  were  to  be  ooii- 
aidered  divine  or  siiirituaL  It  was  to  f/rarrvii  the  purity,  th« 
■piritu&l  purity,  of  their  Law  uusuthed,  when  ctrouni»tanc<« 
mnst  otbcnvi.ti'  have  cnished  it  (we  are  writins  humanly,  not 
alluding  to  tile  Divine  Guardian,  who  would  always  ban pr^* 
8crve<l  US  from  annihilation),  not  to  take  its  place  ana  &>■ 
considered  in  the  name  unalterable  and  chan^lew  lisht  with 
which  WB  look  on  the  Law  of  God.  Circumstances  might 
demand  the  modification,  even  the  alteration,  of  some  of  these 
Rabbinical  statutes;  and  cduM  their  wise  and  pious  originaton 
have  been  consulted  on  the  Kuhject,  they  would  hare  nnhea- 
tfttingly  adopted  those  ineiLcures  most  liki.''ly  to  adrance  aod 
aid  spiritual  improvomcnt.  even  if  to  do  so  demanded  a 
modification  of  some  of  their  previously  instituted  statntesL 
We  have  but  to  glance  over  the  life  and  writings  of  the  great 
Mai  moil  idea  to  prove  this  assertion. 

To  the  speculative  theorists,  students,  aod  additional  com- 
piler of  the  middle  agee,  be  it  remembered,  we  do  not  allude, 
lie  great  mischief  which  has  befallen  our  peonle,  in  the  sup- 
SMcd  superiority  of  form  over  »>irit — the  orainancea  of  tlie 
Tidmud  over  those  given  by  Moaeo,  and  explained  by  Um 
wopbet»—ori|^ nates  not  in  the  first  venerable  compilers  of  tJie 
TUniulat  the  time  of  our  dispenion,  but  in  the  writers  of  the 
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middlo  ngOH  vbose  mindi  wen  darkened  by  the  bloodj 
of  perscv-uttun,  vho  b^eld  all  of  s)>iritaa]itj-  apparently 
to  Miixumb  Wfnrc  Uiv  nnfitl  <UritiMM  and  abascmeat  in  wludi 
misery  lind  plungud  tlio  matt;  and  who,  in  cooseqacuM, 
nulliplicd  fiLirmN  to  gtiard  them  still  morB  Btrictly  from  sMtmi- 
latjon  with  their  ^nccuton.  And  all  thoee  laws,  io  vhidi 
tlw  fierce  exclusivcDCffi,  bo  contrarj  to  the  spirit  of  Ion 
parvading  the  law  of  God,  in  founded,  owe  their  origin  to  tl» 
sane  Kiaree.  Opponeute  would  do  well  to  remember  this,  sod. 
when  they  point  to  vows  and  laws,  wliich  appear  to  coDtradiot 
the  law  of  God.  apply  tlicm  to  their  only  source  BOt  tba 
disobedience  of  the  Jew,  but  the  pereecntioa  of  the  QeotO^ 
and  the  darltening  misery  thence  ei^uing. 

But  in  our  firet  disperaoD,  eaeerl]-  and  rejoidn^j  tbo  peapla 
Ustened  to  and  observed  the  mild  pTotectiuc  ondinaoeee  of  tlwir 

anritual  teachers  In  their  baniivbrnent  and  misery  tbey  beheld 
N  awful  ful&lment  of  the  Eternal's  word  •.  and,  remembetiitf 
the  beueficeot  metcy  and  forbearaoce  whico  they  b&d  sconie^ 
turned  in  deep  repentance  once  more  to  their  Qod.  Their  oom- 
Bcience,  their  earatat  lou^inKX,  to  prove  Tepentaoee  by  obedience, 
found  rest  and  peace  in  the  ste«ily  observance  of  oTdioaDeea 
which  in  their  captive  state  tliey  could  ob^,  and  whidi 
brought  down  the  npiritual  religion  of  their  own  bright  law!, 
to  the  homes  and  synii^ogiKis  of  tiiuir  captivity,  ^leae  oidi* 
nances,  and  the  spiritual  supremacy  of  the  Rabbioa.  beeans 
even  the  more  ncocssaiy,  as  tlic  Christian  and  theo  tbs 
SCahomedan  religions  sprmd.  It  was  companti^y  tm  to 
sepamta  themsdves  from  tlw  idolatrous  abonuDatiooi  of  tht 
Heathen  ;  but  when  th^y  wen  throwo,  sometimet  amoont 
the  fullowere  of  the  Nazsrene,  acknowledciog  the  Muno  wi 
and  the  same  moral  law— at  othct^  with  the  followers  of  Mt- 
homed,  proclaiming  the  unity  of  God,  oksorring  the  sane 
coveuaut  of  AbrahauL  having  some  belief  in  Moaes,  and  refustng 
the  same  interdicted  food — the  oecessity  of  increased  exclo- 
siveneSB  and  care  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  who  were  in 
mach  too  degraded  and  enslaved  a  position  to  recdiie  tbe 
superior  spirituality  of  truth  of  their  own  religion,  becane 
more  and  more  evident,  and  gave  our  vise  men  sttU  greater 
power  and  authority  than  they  had  ori;,nna]ty  sought.  The 
multitudes  scattered  in  every  land,  and  liable  to  every  iosalt 
and  persecution,  had  ueitlier  the  oppnrtuniiy  nor  the  mind  bo 
study  for  theniselves,  and  were  glaa  to  follow  niuiuestionta^ 
ID  the  path  laiii  down. 
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If  w«  tmp&rti&lly  consider  our  paction  in  tbc  lon|^  ecntnriM 
of  pelade nti oil.  wo  cannot  surely  woDd«r  even  if  inward 
epiritoatity  did  in  some  detn^e  dre  place  to  outward  form.  To 
lealise  the  former  as  our  Uod  demands,  requires  n  position  of 
OOmparatiTC  freedom— a  brfathtn^  space,  aa  it  were — to  cnl- 
tdvate  all  those  rctiniii^'  aud  elevating  emotions  which  enlarge 
and  Bfiiritnaliae  the  sonl.  In  manv  countries,  the  Hebrew  ma 
Kunk  to  a  lower  and  more  des^raded  position,  than  even  (we 
will  not  say  the  slavea)  the  very  beasts  of  the  soil  If,  in  those 
eras,  they  had  not  haa  some  ordinances  which  they  could  obey, 
without  even  caring  to  know  the  wherefore,  how  could  their 
reli^'ion  have  been  prestrved  ?  We  allude  merely  to  those  brief 
e&lms  in  their  livis,  when  the  sword  of  aUughter,  thou;;h 
horerin^  over  them,  w'a>i  still  sheathed.  At  those  times,  the 
aiua  might  have  ajijiean-d  only  to  posaeSB  and  value  the  casket, 
Bot  the  jewel ;  but  whire  the  hovering  sword  fell,  and  multi- 
tude)! were  doomed  to  tlie  dread  itlteniative  of  death,  or  denial 
of  tli«ir  Ood,  then  did  the  imuiurtal  kIot}'  of  the  jewel  flash 
tiirough  the  enein-Iinj;;  ca-ilcet,  and  endow  them  with  the  pure 
ioirit  of  hope  and  faitli  which  gave  1. 1 lem strength  to  die!  Mere 
blind  adhcrx-nci!  to  instituted  furnis  could  never  have  done 
this.  The  fpirit  of  their  lioly  religion  was  breathcil  into  every 
Wftst,  inrii<ible  arid  unfi'lt  in  the  eluggi.sh  deptliK  of  dnilv 
inisury  and  c<)ii,vtant  fi^nr,  but  hurNting  tnt<'i  life  at  th<?  firnt  call, 
and  endowing  with  that  firw  belief  iu  immortality  which  aIon« 
ertatc*  the  martyr. 

Than  jwriodfl,  then,  in  our  history,  in  which  the  spirit  of 
ibt  Mosaic  laws  seems  loit  in  multiplied  and  weighlv  forma, 
cannot  bo  charged  to  the  ordinances  of  our  ancient  mtbera,  but 
to  the  still  shiggieh  indlGTcrencc  which  ever  follows  extreme 
excitement.  Accustomed  tluongh  so  many  centuries  to  antici- 
pate and  endure  only  porsccution  and  slavery,  it  required  a 
very  long  interval  for  tnc  Isnielitcs  even  to  reailte  the  belief 
that  there  were  actually  some  countries  in  which  they  might 
lire  in  perfect  freedom  and  equality  with  their  Gentile  neigh- 
bours, and,  consequently,  that  something  more  «aa  demanded 
^m  them,  than  mere  adherence  to  instituted  forms  because 
M  did  their  fathers.  No  longer  called  upon  to  ti^ir,  the 
spirit  within  them  so  slept,  that  they  became,  at  length,  almost 
unconscious  of  its  existence;  and  if  asked  wherefore  they  ob- 
served such  forms,  and  what  was  the  origin  of  their  belief, 
they  might  have  found  it  difficult  to  reply.  From  this  unnatura' 
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aUgoadnD,  manjr  Christiane  foniwd  UMsopiiiioii  that  the  relifpn 
of  the  Jews  was  a  men:  spiriUial  finmaU,  unenlightened  Dv  a 
Hingle  ray  of  immortal  hope  or  Bpiritual  £uth,  fcng«ttiQ]j  tut 
the  vec;  eril  they  condeoin,  oriEinat«d  in  the  peraecntwo  nt 
tkor  oirn  sncfHtors,  not  iu  the  TeHgion  of  the  Jewa. 

The  period  of  tbts  stagn&tiDn  la  now,  bowerer,  aJaaat 
extinct.  It  had  bat  itA  appointed  time  ;  and  though,  in  tou» 
lan'U,  it  iitill  too  oppreasivety  exists,  yet  wlienver  tbe  Hebrew 
i»  FKKR,  a  ni-w  Rpirit  i»  awakeniiifc  giving  pKiioiu  promiM  ot 
that  lime  wlicii  Hjiirit  aiiil  ftinu  uhall  be  re-unitod,  w  tlit  God 
of  Love  onluitidl,  tbv  otie  aidiug  tlie  other,  till  that  perfection 
it  attained,  whicli,  with  tiw  panfyiog  blowing  of  the  Loni, 
will  lead  ui  to  our  own  dear  land,  and  penajt  um  oace  more  to 
be  His  own. 


I 


OHDINANCES  AND  TALES  OP  THE  TALMUD, 

BSLATUia  TO  TEB  WOUBH  OP  tSEABI. 

Hatiro  thus  brioflr  glanced  orcr  the  real  nrido,  intent 
meaning  of  ihc  Talmudical  Ordinances,  wc  wiU  return  to  th* 
point  whence  wo  atartcd,  and  ascertain  whether  or  not  onr 
veiierabie  utges  so  completely  contradicted  tlie  Bnirit  of  the 
law  of  Moses,  aa  to  hintl  countenance,  or  ordain  toe  degrada- 
tion of  the  Hebrew  feoude.  For  this  purpoae  we  will  transcribe 
a  few  of  tbe  rabbinical  maxims,  with  which  we  have  been 
favoured  by  the  kitiduest  of  the  friend  already  referred  to, 
whow  sound  knowled^  of  the  Hebrew,  both  BiblioU  and 
Talmudical,  and  deep  rcMArdi,  render  hi«  informatjou  on  tb« 
subject  indeed  invaluable.  The  Hebrew  Beview,  and  one  or 
two  other  oasiial  notices  in  divine  bistoiy,  haTe  alta  enabled  ua 
to  form  an  u)>iuion;  hut  the  Taluiua  itself  altould  be  lu 
foundation  ;  and  from  that  we,  aa  a  female,  are  uuba^ily  de- 
barred. 

We  most  Tefest  once  more,  though  unwiUiuflly,  to  tba 
Naiarcnea'  aRKrtiDn,  that  their  rcligiuu  was  tlicbrst,  and  ia 
the  only  one  which  proviilci  for  woman.  "For  twrnan  iwwr 
would,  and  never  touid  have  riten  to  her  prvtmt  station  in  the 
Kciat  tyttim,  had  U   not  been  for  the  ^gnity,  tciM  vMek 


ChrUtianity  invMted  thoae  qualitiet,  peculiarly  kir  men,"*  eta 
We  csn  quite  understand  aod  eympattiiae  in  the  Christian 
woinan's  love  for  her  owa  faith,  and  heartfelt  eloquence  in  the 
imvilege*  it  aa&urea  her.  We  cau  quite  nnderetsnd — wbeu  sh« 
compares  her  lot  with  that  of  the  Ileatheo  and  Mahomedjui, 
and  rememben,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  wider  uproad  <^ 
Chrititianity,  ber  fate  would  atill  have  been  tlie  same — th« 
glow  of  mind  and  heart,  which  uiuat  initiMe  her  whole  hciog, 
and  naturally  be  n^flectL-d  in  her  writing; ;  but  then,  in  her 
eloquent  appeiil  tii  livr  young  country- worn  en  to  ivineuibvr 
what  they  owu  to  ChrirttirLuity,  let  her  not  be  so  unjust  as  to 
count  th<!  .Tuwi^li  n-li;j;ic)n  nnii>n)(st  thow  lu  wliicb  woman,  in 
ber  clinj^-iii);  and  truly  feminine  character,  is  u&cftred  for  aud 
UDviUiioI.  Thi?  moral  Uh-s  to  which  she  owes  her  privilt^cs 
OBBie  from  vs.  and  vs  nlonc.  Who  were  the  apostlei)  and 
prvnchcre!  Who  went  about,  Kiving  tlie  Heathen  a  knowledge 
of  I^raers  God,  though  they  dtBr^ganted  the  ceremtmial  law  ! 
Who  but  the  IlumiKWS,  wboeo  whole  minds  and  hearts  were 
imbued,  not  witJi  new  doctrines,  hnt  with  the  Hebrew  moral 
Uw,  which  they  diaseminated  in  their  wanderings,  in  such 
eimple  langoage  aa  was  beat  fitted  for  the  long-darkcnod  under> 
■tandinga  of  tDe  Heathen  whom  they  addressed  ?  Jesus  him- 
eelf  was  a  Jew,  and  every  word  which  he  preached,  or  said  in 
regard  to  morality,  even  his  parables  themselves,  have  their 
foundation  io  the  oommentaries  of  the  Jewish  elders  on  the 
written  law.  We  cannot  trace  a  BiDf^le  moral  statute  thiougl^ 
ont  the  New  Te-ttainent,  which  u  new,  or  even  amplified  to  ua. 
What  may  Ht-um  obscure,  frum  the  pure  spirituality  of  the 

*  Womui'i  Million,  pigtt  140.  We  (boald  Dot  U;  so  maoh  tbtnt  npoB 
Uds  poiot,  wore  luch  obiemlioai  u  IboH  quoted  kbovi  oonflnsd  M  OMi- 
PWMfm.  Dot  otoa  wo  ho  luch  HnClmsatj  u  va  oaulaiuod  la  ptftt  HO, 
111,  uid  112,  of  ft  work,  whidi,  frum  iu  iloaeriod  popuUrlty,  ii  dUitcttii- 
DsM-l,  aol  oiil/  over  eur  Eii)[laiiil.  Iiul.  no  iloubt,  o*or  naay  othtr  counlriM^ 
bow  oui  wo  pku  itioh  cbonie*  bjr  t  Did  tli«  ftothorM*  aot  slludo  to  Ui« 
Jewi,  »•  abould  not  fad  lb*  nacMiilj  of  iioLiciii|[  It  ao  ImpanttnlT  ;  bat 
wbroaTM  iha  religion  of  tb«p*apU  of  Oo4  ia  iaQlaJod  la  mob  blM  and 
•— piag  —Mftiom  (iM  p*c*  112],  wa  ibould  bo  fiulin)[ia  oithor  rMpMt«r 
lovo  Mr  our  owd  boly  faith.  dM  «•  not  oniloavor  l«  romoTo  tha  impreoioo. 
Ifkoy  <lf  our  Joung  nitcn  are  MijuMntvJ  wilb  tbo  mail;  fUMllent  Ilttla 
wrak la  qtw*BMi,  and  nnlooa  voll  gu^inl^d.  b^  finding kll  tbkt  the  kuiborcu 
WiXMlBNppoit  of  CbriitUaily  la  ibeir  own  holv  fiilh,  u-o  likoty  to  bo 
Martlad  M)d  aniiojed  bj  wbat  ■ppoan  lo  plkodbu  ;  cbo  moro  to  (mm  ilio 
joftio*  aod  mudersliaa  tad  truth  of  Uia  provlout  chapteri.  Ib  writing  hr 
«ur  own  MX,  wo  at*  not  authorlMd  In  rcftuiag  lo  doUo*  *ueh  wiictalmi 
«ba(Bai. 


&K 
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at  HoBK  on  TCoanU*  ngm  «z|i1uq  in  bogvi^  i 
mmatt  wtd  apnmw^  that  tb»  noGl  obtiw  could  not  Eul 
aaoenfawd.  Wfaih^  tbes,  ve  villiogty  a(-kt>oul«lgo  tb 
nadtr  tlw  auld  eqniuble  ioflnomcv  d 
I  CTCfj  fHBoii  lo  ton  &od  nnente  tb«  nli^iw 
it  iiJhjM^  ud  tkat  VTCiT  ChnKiui  mmu  would  ho  mating 
iHn  n  hoaaily  im1  iiiIIiibmiii  did  ahe  not  ooiuidor  bn  lol 
«■  Ueaad  ^ove  that  of  erciy  oUier  Gentile  laai],  let  ber  not 
ttnnr  s  ■Inr  apon  Uk  ftanltB  of  that  holy  futli,  from  when 
prinbeM  tttr  mm  Amw  yr—ui,  nnd  for  «1iom  Mfety,  {votM- 
ukl  etevMiOB  tot  the  obtaining  sod  encoon^ 


two.  „  ^ 

ing  aO  the  lovi^iest  and  matt  fimimtu  attributa  of  bee  sez, 
the  Mont  H^b  ilimaelf  deifned  to  lay  dowu  laws,  diBrmud  ts 
vUeh  «aa  diaobedienee  to  Himflelf. 

Thk  ariinment  we  have  already  treated  nt  length  in  Mt 
8«eoti<l  fcriod,  where  we  fannigbt  forward  CTny  etat  ute  relative 
to  the  Hebrew  female,  which  our  fcnnt  U«-givcr  vn>t«  duini. 
Id  tlie  sucoevding  Periodi,  e?en  aftvr  nt  left  tbo  leeordi  of  thi 
Bible  for  the  later  history  of  JoaepbuK,  we  have  bIiowo,  and  m 
believe  somewhat  aatbdactorily,  bow  those  laws  were  foUuwed 
by  the  influence  and  treatment  of  tlw  females  of  Judea,  ercn 
when  the  pun:  1a«  was  almost  lost  in  Uie  natiooal  iuiucb]r 
Itigning.  with  ItttJe  intemmion,  during  tli«  contiaiution  (R 
the  Second  Tempi*. 

Sorely  this  ought  to  be  snlTicient,  cron  for  those  who  deobit 
that  modern  Jmluiom  is  distinct  from,  and  eren  oppoiHd  1^ 
the  Jadaiim  of  the  Bible,  -nnd  that  the  'ralmiid  ie.  the  mmo. 
We  do  not  think  that  the  New  Testament  itself  can  bring  for* 
wd  a  more  touching  aitd  beautiful  nrvtinance  than  the  foll<i» 
ing  ; — "  Make  allowance  for  the  weakne^  of  tliy  wife  ;  anil  i 
thou  cjinst  not  note  ber  to  thee,  do  then  stoop,  and  tpe 
encouragingi}-  to  her  " — or.  "  If  thv  wife  be  of  small  statu 
Btnop,  and  speak  gentlj-  to  her."  Again,  "  Ever  be  malott  ft 
the  honour  of  thy  wife ;  for  there  ia  no  blessing  fouikd  in 
man's  bouse,  which  comes  not  through  his  wife." 

To  love  their  wires  was  natural ;  therefore  love  ia  not  •> 
much  io.tiitted  U}>on  as  houour  and  reejwct  "Hold  your  wivoi 
in  iiigh  rttpect,  and  ^oa  wilt  be  ricA  iadud;"  but  Ituw  ooiild 
a  man  refl|>ect  bis  wife,  if  tier  domestic  and  socUl  pontiMi' 
were  degraded  and  en.>i!aved  ?  Again,  "  A  man  should  Am 
his  wife  »ior«  iWi  himself,  and  loot  her  as  h«  doea  Ait  oum 
penon."    Here  love  is  valued  lesa  than  honour.  bocaoM  vt 
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^IBtiy  hvf  an  i^ftrior  being.  We  md  oaly  ivt^t  tad  toneur 
aiip(Tii>r  virtue  &nd  e1eTAt«d  qiialitiw ;  ami  thin  statute  couUI 
never  h.\ve  ]>rncMderl  fW)ra  men  aixinttoDied  tm  ln»k  ou  their 
wives  in  the  light  of  inf«rio»,  Dr  in  any  Hingle  point  but  on  Ati 
jniility  with  tliemoclvcfl. 

"  Wtiocvi^r  marriflt  a  woman  for  mow<ry  alone,  will  not  haT« 
eii  according  to  hi*  wi*he«,"  booan»c  the  ancient  fathera 

^ !  on  "  woman 'x  mis^iion  "  Ni  be  principally  the  edncntion 

of  her  family,  an  idea  borne  out  by  the  whole  hiiit'>ry  of  tlic 
Jews,  in  the  nartioular  mention  of  the  molh-m  of  Icinf^,  and 
other  exalted  penons.  "A  raao  should  bcm->'  of  marrying 
the  daughter  of  an  unedncatcd  man  ;  for  should  he  die,  or  be 
bsniijiea,  his  children  must  remain  uneducated,  their  mother 
bein^  unacquainted  with  the  glory  of  education."  An  equal 
care  u  taken  for  the  comfort  and  respect  due  to  au  educated 
wife.  "  A  man  shonid  g^vo  his  daughter  to  an  educated  man, 
fornodi^gracfiorstrife  enters  the  hooBeof  a  nianof  edncalion." 
Nov,  were  the  Hebrew  wife  a  mere  cyphet  in  the  household, 
what  could  it  Hgnify  on  whom  she  was  bestowed  *  Exactly  in 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  Mosaic  Law,  the  duties  pr«- 
scribed  by  the  Talmud  towards  mothere  are  of  eqas\  weight 
and  foree  sa  towards  the  fathers :  even  more,  for  if  a  son  see 
hia  mother  and  father  cither  imprisoned  or  in  danger,  he  ia 
bound  to  save  his  molAer  even  before  his  father — a  natural  and 
an  afTectins  ordinance ;  for  the  latter  ia  &uppu^ed.  from 
greater  physical  streoRth  and  mental  energy,  ta  be  more  easily 
enabled  to  save  himself,  while  the  weakness  and  delicacy  of  the 
mather  reinlpr^d  her  entirely  dependent  on  her  son.  I'Iip  Law 
of  Qod  ooniuiaiidi-d  the  same  honour  to  be  paid  the  mother  as 
the  father  (see  Second  Period — laws  for  motners),  and  the  ven- 
erable compilers  of  tht^  Talmud,  departed  not  one  it«m  ttorn 
iti  spirit ;  thus  unhnhtin);;  the  moral  and  social  dignity  of 
womeii,  even  had  tliere  been  no  other  law.  That  the  mother 
M  well  ait  the  childreti,  were  to  honour  the  father  of  a  family, 
mrely  cannot  be  twisterl  into  a  defirading  ordinance.  Unhappy, 
indeed,  is  the  woman  of  any  cnvd,  rank,  or  country,  wlio 
CMinot,  with  her  whole  heart,  mind,  and  noul,  honour  the 
father  of  her  children — the  htixband  of  her  choice ! 

The  Uwa  for  the  widows  and  the  fatherless  also,  on  which  we 
laid  so  much  stnn,  as  marking;  the  care  for  woman  by  the 
Mosaic  law,  in  onr  Seoond  Period,  we  find  commented  upon  by 
our  andent  fathets,  so  exactly  in  the  pure  spirit  of  the  Dtvioe 
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onlinstic«,  tbat    wc    cannot  ras«t   tmowribtDg    tlic    wlwlt 


Tei7  oirofiil  la  the  treatment  of  widows,  and  orpfaU) 
not  manly  if  they  bo  poor ;  but  becAase  tieir  rpirit  b»  brtim, 
thongb  they  be  ever  so  rich.  Even  the  vridow  of  a  king,  and 
hia  orphaQB,  demaod  that  carefula«s.  For  it  ia  nid,  '  All 
vridawB  and  oq>hans  sli&ll  ye  not  oppress.'  Let  t^  manner  of 
addreflUQg  them  be  kind  :  do  not  Diirthcn  them  with  labow 
or  opjireaB  them  with  haish  woids.  Let  their  ptv>{)erty  be  men 
pKoioua  to  thee  than  tliine  own  ;  for  he  that  offends  or  op- 
prfisaes  them,  and  injurea  their  property,  is  an  evil-doer,  and 
his  ptmiAhment  ia  expressed  in  the  law  :  '  And  my  aneer  aluU 
break  out  asainst  you,'  etc  (HAodua  xxiL  '2i).  '1  be  Holy  Ona, 
blened  be  he,  has  Toochsafed  to  grant  them  a  particular 
covenant,  that  when  they  invoke  Him  af{;aiust  their  oppr«MOf^ 
th«y  shall  be  heard,  as  it  ia  said,  '  When  they  call  up  to  bw 
I  will  hear  theui,  for  I  am  merciful' "  (Bz.  xx.  33). 

The  prohibition  to  offend  them  it,  however,  only  in  caav 
where  it  may  cauRU  tbem  itijnry  ;  but  when  it  is  for  their  gomi 
as  for  inAtftnce,  where  a  teachi^r  is  to  instruct  thvia  in  tli«  law 
ur  in  Iii»  trwlu,  it  is  a  diitv  to  nrpiove  them  ;  nevertheless,  a 
distinction  ought  to  be  ni«>ie  in  their  favour,  and  they  aboultl 
be  treated  with  grcaler  ^o^b<^arance  than  other  piipils,  so  as  to 
instruct  them  mildly,  with  great  puticnce  and  attention  ;  tot 
itisBaid,  "the  Lord  will  defend  their  causc,"etc.  (I'salmcxLlil). 
'Whether  the  child  have  lost  father  or  motJier,  it  is  alike 
called  an  orphan,  until  it  attain  an  age  to  protect  it«el£,* 
And  this  at  once  proves  that  the  Hebrew  motbOT  was  even  on 
a  more  acknowledged  equality  with  the  father  than  in  any 
other  nation ;  for  we  believe  tbat  orphans  in  general  neu 
those  who  have  lost  both  parentt,  or  h/ati^  only. 

We  think,  if  we  look  the  world  over,  and  examine  CTery 
religious  or  moral  code,  we  aball  fail  to  iind  any  laws  tv  stirpasi 
these ;  not  only  in  humanity,  but  in  most  exquisite  t«iidcmM 
to  that  bruised  and  broken  reed,  a  widow  of  any  rank  or  rlw. 
finm  the  relict  of  a  sovereij^n  to  the  relict  of  a  slave  (so  called). 
guiding  not  alone  conduct  towards  her,  but  actually  words  ww 
the  mannar  of  address. 

Again,  we  find  peculiar  regard  paid  by  the  Talmudists  ia 
the  lan«  instituted  by  MuitcH  fur  fenmlm  of  every  dcoominatioo, 

*  Eitrul«d  from  tha  Hetmw  Rarinr,  pp.QO  and  St.  TlienM  tak«o  ha 
UcTtlity  of  UieT»]mud..nUabaUi  Deotlt  (Etfais  Pmopto),  DiT.vi.Ma(.llh 
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1  ht  moll  lawH  &.S  the  foUowinf; :  "The  woman  taJiu 
tt  itu  male  iii  beini;  fed,  clad,  and  frvi-d  from 
frity."  ScfWktedly  recomm«DdiDg  m  to  afford  [inttection 
relJL-f  to  th«  fmtue  fint,  and  th«ii  to  the  miklc,  in  strong 
'^fiziire^  which  are  m>  cummon  to  Ensteni  idiom,  it  oommands. 
"  lA-t  thy  table  be  cunsiderablr  within  thr  meau ;  thv  dreea 
and  Hjipcumnce  aecordtng  tii  tliy  means :  but  the  oomforta  of 
thy  f  (/«  and  children  beyomi  thv  means.' 

We  haw  already  noticed  the  uumanc  statutes  in  oar  law  for 
the  prot«cti<>n  and  comfort  of  the  maid-serrants,  or  female 
slavcM  in  IsTTicI  (sco  Second  Period)  ;  and  that  it  nas  illecal 
for  a  man  to  trnosfer  his  Hebrevr  maid-serrant  to  another 
toaster.  In  fxact  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  this  bcautifnl 
oidiiianoe.  Tradition  (nr  the  Talmud)  tells  us :  The  male  aeiTant 
became  free  on  hia  master's  death,  prwitUd  there  was  do  mate 
heir  :  but  for  the  /emaU  servant's  release  there  was  no  audi 
condition."  Her  master's  dytiis  hour  was  the  moment  of  her 
taanumission,  expre&ied  in  the  Talmudic  simple  brevity  \/f  tbe 
words,  "The  Hebrew  maid-wervaiit  serve*  neither  wo  nor 
aaughter." 

Here,  then,  even  in  th«e  fvw  and  trifling  extracts,  we  6iul 
that,  inKtead  of  contnidictiiig,  ever)-  ittntnte  given  bv  Moaes 
relative  to  mothers,   wives,   (imiglittrs,   widow*,  ana  raaEd- 
Mrrontct  in  Ismcl.  is  coj^/imifd  by  the  'fnliiiudic  precepts,  and 
BO  simplified  that  it  is  impoGsibiceven  for  wilful  mi«oonooptiun 
to  mistake  their  meaning.    There  may  bo  many  tuma  and 
points  in  the  writings  of  our  aneient  sages  seeming  to  conCrsdifib 
them,  more  especially  in  the  light  in  which  our  opponents,  to 
serve  their  own  ]>urpoaea,  bring  them  forward  :  but  with  moh 
laws  as  we  have  quoted,  all  eUe  is  of  little  moment.     We  know 
that  they  must  have  been  wntten  by  men  well  versed,  not  only 
in  the  ordinanci-^  but  in  the  spirit  of  thv  law  wntten  by  MosM, 
Mmnly  becauw  of  tWir  exact  accordance ;  that  at  the  tiiat 
alien  precepts  were  collected  and  written,  the  social  or  domsstJe^ 
position  of  woman  couU  not  hare  been   the  degraded  and 
frivolous  one  assigned  in  general  to  the  females  of  the  Bast, 
"niat  th«  Talmud  miut  have  regarded  them  aa  cumpmions  and 
friends  to  their  hnsbands— educatora  of  their  children — mis- 
tressM  of  th*rir  honsehoM  ;  and  posseaaing,  from  their  phyoMlj 
ireakness  and  delicacy,Michc)aitiisootiie  protection,  tendemai^i 
and  IdndneM,  not  of  their  relatives  oloue,  but  of  their  nation  ^ 
in  general,  which  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  moral  uud«  <i(  «u.^ ' 
other  i)eo^e^ 
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Jt^nA  vntcn,  tbenJbn^  may  ntf^  open  tha 
,ifit«oiiti>ilict  \iik  epint,bf  MsigmoK  either  poutiut, 
-renploTncDtn  dcragfttorjr  to  her  ua  a  InDole,  r  ndriial 
■lor  of  tbe  Uw  of  God.  or  debarring  her  froB  tfaott 
I  aocial  prionples  which  wen  gruited  btrftna  tiM 
daltrcn  of  tlw  law,  and  pror«d  her  own  by  the  btrtotjr  d 
mj  Jewish  fnaole  mentiooed  in  th«  liihle — thoat  urn, 
^tatMm,  ordinaooest  preo^rts,  or  eron  allusions,  can  be  noa 
matUma  wtrdk  wAatntr,  far  not  onl^  (if  there  be  aaoh)  do  tW 
eoatndict  the  law.  b«t  the  tnditiaiia:  not  only  dnngiM 
Hoses,  bnt  the  venerable  fathers ;  aod,  taerefore,  naed  ostilMr 
notice  nor  denial.  However  wise  and  learned  may  be  thnr 
lrriter^  hontver  gravely  they  nuty  be  weiuhed  and  giveD,  if  n 
one  (tingle  instance  they  contiadict  the  law  of  Gc9  and  lh> 
tcaditiona  of  the  fathers  qanted  above,  we  reject  them  altogsthv 
MAeither  gnidini;;  nor  binding  laws.  Sjieculativo  th4Mriesthtf 
may  be,  prubably  originating  from  an  intiia&te  associatiai 
with  the  Moore  of  Spain  and  other  uatioos  of  Eastern  oapa 
and  MnJeiD  &uth,  or  even  the  Naiarenes  themselves  ;  for,  to 
the  middle  ages,  noder  the  darkened  sway  of  Cathitticim.  at 
ccrtiunly  can  traee  very  little  oi  the  hurnanisiig  and  eWilb^ 
efl'vct  of  (Christ  iikiiity  on  bet  female  votari«s,  to  which  Iks 
authornta  of  "  Woman's  Minion  "  ao  eloquently  reverta.  Bit 
epGCuklivo  titeorios  hare  nothing  to  do  with  a  guiding  Ua. 
'File  Buddle  bom  teemed  villi  STiggeattre  and  inquiring  udk 
amonnt  the  Jews.  Tlie  Bible  twcame  almost  a  sealed  Mok, 
from  tlic  extreme  danger  attendant  on  public  pentaal  and  pnb&t 
ex[>lanation.  DcbaTTtd  alike  ^m  social  intercourse  oc  aaM> 
ti  gratifying  individual  ambiti'>n,  the  study  of  the  lUnaJ 
was  their  only  n-sourcc ;  the  hyporbolic  and  orient  figank 
whirhweremiDglctl  with  beautiful  paiablesand  simple  pracajib^ 
bectame  to  the  uninitJitted  significant  of  neaninga  never  wn- 
teicpUted  by  the  writers  themeelvea  On  these  they  niad 
tlieir  own  theories  and  qwcolations— earae  reasonable,  scat 
fauoiful,  but  none  gifted  with  authority  to  oontra^ott  or 
take  the  place  of  previona  laws.  They  swelled  the  miiltitailt 
of  Tolitnea  already  known  as  the  Talmud :  and,  thenimk 
when  one  word  or  {mcept  is  diaoovered  which  cu  W 
twisted  into  Jewish  contempt  of  woman,  not  »uly  the  whab 
watk,  bat  tbs  religion  itaen  is  oontemned ;  such  conunuwts 
satfaah  fiN^ttting  that  the  mighty  work  they  quote  is  thi 
Mflaotwa  aol  of  otti^  bat  of  vtry  aMtagr  difimog  mind^  ami 
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b&t  tbe  opiniooB  &n  either  merelv  individual  or  nstioiial, 
BCCordiiiif^Li  tWr  contradict  or  upbald,  not  only  the  <»di]utuoe^f 
but  tlie  tpirit  of  the  law  of  Mosea. 

TliuH,  theo,  ev«n  (jT^nting  the  exifiteiice  of  gome  portiona  in 
our  TAlriiud  apparmtly  derogatory  to  women,  they  are  of  no 
importance,  and  nerer  guidJed  our  Hocial  avHtem  :  but  oAm 
thnM   very  portions,  on   which   our  oiipoiientA  argue  mortf 
cloqucntljr,  have  uotliitig  to  do  with  the  (H(iit«mpt  towardf^j 
fcmn!»  with  which  they  are  charged.     We  will  bnng  forward'' 
one  instance  to  explain  our  muaniii^.  I 

Amoogit  the  Hebrews  no  capital  panUhnient  oonld  btt  < 
inflicted  on  the  testiciooy  of  a  woman  :  now  thi<  is,  of  coune^  i 
twisted  by  mistaken  men  into  an  idea  that  it  proceeded  from  I 
a  ooDtemptuons  Dotion  of  woman 'i  judgment,  an  utter  mistruat^ 
of  her  veracity,  and  a  supposition  tliAt  sbe  was  not  even  oobvJ 
■derod  of  sut^dent  consequence  to  take  an  oath,  or  otherwiMl 
■bare  in  solemn  public  procoedinga. 

A  brief  glauc«  back  on  the  respect  pftid  to  Aliriam,  Deborah. 
and  Huldah,  must  at  once  overthrow  this  idea.     It  would 
certainly  be  an  inconsiatency  not  at  all  according  to  the  Atem 
nmplicity  of  the  Jewish  character,  to  allow  Uie  mother*  and 
-wivi-fl  in  Ixrael  "  the  lii(;h  nrerof^tive  of  npeakinff  in  tlie  naaia 
of  the  Eternal,  obey  their  beheata,  and  yet  to  refuwe  them  tlM 
common  justice  of  oein^  believed."    But  eager  eeal  to  promote 
the  all-important  object  of  our  conversion,  does  nut  venture 
qnit«  BO  deeply,     Happily  we  can  nrply  by  i\eU  tut  ttrongly  at 
t*y  suggestions :  "  It  wo.'*  the  awful  auiy  of  the  witnes*  to  bear  j 
out  the  truth  of  his  depontion  by  the  aueutu)H  nfth0  nnUetf- 
sod  it  was  lliis  part  of  the  fumrtions  of  a  witiii^s  wliidi  the  laif ' 
nobly  declared  the  female  citiicn  to  be  unable  to  perfono. 
Instead  of  being  a  stigma  uuon  the  character  of  the  natioo 
generally,  and  of  their  female  population  especially,  it  ma£t^ ; 
on  tJie  contrarv,  inspire  us  with  admiration  of  the  delicacy ' 
cf  feeling   displayed   in   that  enactment."*      And  when  we 
compare  this  delicacy  with  the  manners  and  cuHtoms  of  con- 
temporary nations,  the  SQperior  elevation  and  odvaiiceiuent  of 
the  people  of  God  most  strike  ns  very  forcibly.     The  Hebrew 
iemtle  waa  debarred  bv  a  moat  juat  and  humane  ordinance 
ftom  even  mtneuing  the  shedding  of  human  blood.     Surely 
thif  tt  a  forcible  proof  of  the  eare  taken  in  the  Talmud  to 

*  Uobtv*  Beriev,  Tol.  iii.  p.  33.  from  u  txtlaU  entitltd  "On  dw 
AdmloiiilralloD  of  Jiutie*  tmoog  tl»  Hsbrvrc." 
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rprMtm  her./iMniHiM  nature  in  all  its  orij^iiAl  gonUsDeai 

parity ;  «Tca  if  th«  netrictimt  sboold  be  ibougnt  a  hanb  l 

by  worn  fcDuJra  wbo,  in  civiliwd  oovatries,  iiU3r  still  be  fooid 

[ MoOBi^yiDg  tiie  criminal  Ui  tht  place  <n  execution,  oMto 

[hew  witoMB  agtiiMt  him,  bat  aiioplj  to  stttitfy  tlioir  own  will 

■od  pleaaara  bjr  tlw  oght  of  death.    Id  those  horrible  conbatt 

between  the  h«{>leas  gladiators  and  the  wild  beasts,  ia  ui^tithtd, 

though  heathen,  Roime,  women  thronged  the  aiQphilh*«tn 

Ib    later    days,    when    Catholicism    uurpcd    the    placr  of 

.  Heatheniim,   bull-fights  arose,   in   which   not   only  wu  m 

rJBQooent  animal  tortured,  but  uiui^  human  beings  enMSod  to 

vdoath,  and  yet  the  beauties  of  Spain  would  have  felt  tt  a  hatd 

imtrietaoD  ud  thejr  been  prohibited  from  witnessing  tbespMa 

[IIm  toimwasnts  thcmMtes,  if  w«  examine  them,  «*  nnM 

nfesstobsaoaKely  fitscencs  forwomeo:  though  we onirclva 

il  thtt,  in  tb«r  aw.  th«r  must  hare  been  fraught  with  is 

''JtenHnt  and  a  cliivalry  from  which,  in  tha  panition  tin 

her  fcmalos  then  occupied,  it  might  hate  seemed  hud 

them  tu  bo  debarred.     But  in  Judas,   in   tbs  Hebnt 

nwealth  at  loaftt,  we  nerer  find  mention  of  snob  thi^ 

r,  with  its  coacomitanta,  was  to  them  a  OAceasity,  not  a 

[pastime.    The  introduction  of  the  Greek  aikd  Roman  iFtoM 

WIS  a  sonroe  of  the  deepest  uationol  affliction,  as  a  dejnrUts 

from  the  holy  purity  and  rvfiaed  simplicity  inseparU)ls  ftms  s 

atriet  adherence  to  tlte  laws  of  Mosei. 

It  is  impo«eible  to  eompsre  the  social  qrvtem  of  the  Jen 

[wren  with  the  refined  notions  of  other  nations  of  our  own  day, 

[«nd  yot  not  to  perceive  iu  cupeiiority  at  once.     Even  plap 

Lvere  unknown.     Actore,  ballet-daaoers,  buffoons  wero  mcas- 

I  terms.     The  holy  people  wonld  surely  luive  thonght 

tliemselves  dagmded  by  the  very  sdmission  of  such  dumkcUn 

Yet  the  arts  and  sciences  were  cultivated  by  then  to  «  pitch 

of  leaminR,  glory,  and  perfection,  uik^urpasied,  if  even  eqnuWt 

by  either  Greece  or  Koue.   Muse  and  [KWtry  were  to  them  tlw 

1  fttmosphure  iixry  breaUied ;  architecture,  eugraviiig,  embcoideiy, 

I  tounnins  work  in  every  metal  and  iu  eTcir  )>r«ctous  stone,  rat 

I  to  a  height  in  tlu-ir  One  Temple^  and  in  tbeir  palaces,  and  even 

bonaeri,  which  mmlcm  times  vainly  strive  to  outvie.     PsintiDg 

and  sculpture,  as  the  arte  ne  now  esteem  them,  wvrv  not  st 

naoh  known,  from  the  care  token  to  prevent  tlie  somIUsc  i» 

aimilation   to  the  idolatrous  worship    of   the   neighbuariiig 

nations,  by,  either  in  paint,  wood,  or  stone,  makinji  the  lilrsnl 


FWar. 


TALMtDtc  naOEsn. 


548 


t 


of  aaything  that  is  in  heaven  shore,  or  the  euth  bencnth.  oi 
the  waters  nuder  the  earth,  althon^^h  the  chmibim  whidi 
■domed  the  Ark.  and  the  bnuiaik  biilU  »f  tlie  Temple,  uroveil 
thftt  eren  sculpture  must  have  be«n  on  art  irsU  biowD. 
Diwcing,  luimlly  cunmion  tt>  bttbarous  nations,  «•  have  seen, 
WM  not  tttch  to  uH,  but  iiHuolly  matlo  the  constant  accompani- 
atcnt  of  nntional  and  holy  rcjoJcinga  ;  and  tkorefote  not 
x^^aHed  in  IctovI  merely  as  a  ^vnlous  pastim«  |  but  as  the 
oatural  recreatioD  of  the  young  aud  happy,  considered  as  an 
loccptablo  and  pleasing  oJTering  of  loving  hearts  to  their  holy 
•nd  gracious  King. 

In  a  nation  then  so  peculiarly  and  especially  Bpiritualined 
mkI  refined,  if  there  sQonld  be  some  social  laws  lespecliiig 
their  female  population  which  appear  to  give  them  l^s  freedom 
than  the  females  of  other  nations,  it  w&i  simply  to  render  them 
MOte  and  more  trortby  of  sustaining  that  two-fold  most  holy 
ohancter — mother*  of  larael,  and  ^iauijhters  of  the  Lvrd.  Wo 
can  find  nothing  either  in  the  Law  or  its  cuniuicntanee,  l>y  our 
naUjf  ancient  btheis,  to  iiermit  Uie  supposition  that  eitht;r  in 
tJie  raioiouA,  moral,  social,  or  dome»tic  system,  wo  were  to  be 
twarded  as  of  I«s«  importance^  lew  responsible,  and  of  less 
muofl  in  the  sight  of  our  God,  and  of  the  state  timn  our 
brother  Man.  Wc  were — we  ore — equals  in  every  spiritual 
privilege,  and  every  social  and  domestic  law.  Man  could 
n^hor  degrade  us  individually,  nor  deprive  ua  generally,  of 
»ny  privilege  or  promise  given  unto  Uniel.  That  oe  never  at- 
tempted to  do  so  during  the  continuance  of  Israel  B«  a  nation. 
we  nave  seen  ;  and  therefore,  whatever  statutes  from  the 
Talmad  may  be  brought  forward  to  atartlo  us  b^  their  seeming 
to  en^ave  us — we  may  rest  quietly  assured,  brat,  that  they 
night  be  exphuned  away  were  the  whole  examined,  with  the 
Mne  ease,  as  thune  prohibiling  female  witnesses,  which  we  have 
noticed ;  secondly,  llntt  they  were  prubably  abaoluteljr  necetoowy 
U  the  time  they  were  given,  to  preserve  tlie  feminine  purit.v, 
gtotlenes^  and  modesty  of  the  women  of  Israel  unsullied  ; 
•nd  lastly,  if  tlicy  will  not  abide  cither  of  theso  t«8ta,  and  are 
■baolately  and  unanswerably  enslaving,  beatheniaing,  and 
degrading,  that  they  have  foundation  in  neither  l.iw  uor 
tiMition,  and  consequently  posses  no  authority,  aud  demand 
DO  obedience — their  own  incongruity  with  both  the  history,  as 
wdl  as  the  law  of  Israel,  being  quite  sulficicnt  for  their  entire 
rqection,  and  utter  conaemnation,  alike  by  the  Hebrew  state 
■B  by  tndividuaU. 


hwl»  Ik  Urturieml  I 

itadiBaiM  to  ■i—ii  to  Mnsbev^  mHA, . 
i^tbcr  be  bM  OMlitioD.  bhU  «4r  b*«e 
Mtfilljr  neeitBd  ida  rf  »anu's  figM^. 

Wa  ■•  told  tto  tbe  vudoa  ad  Imsim  of  i 


rf  R,  H«r.  «CK  nceiTed  with  cvca  : 
«fM«rhnM(K    Sbe  aoc  only 
bat  lift  tkm  bn&cd  tnifiti«a, 
tMaamiaa<ithe 
I  be  fand  u  TftbiQd.  if      _ 
k  of  de^  sad  wvietc  iladj  vei^  cithw  by  s  fas 

tbt  list*  or  public  noaioo,  deaied  to  wooaa  I  It  ■  Mb 
tonffow  it,  oven  fi>r  «  BMDMt  If  mot  m,it  m  jmA 
^fUaattCmeammg  tht  inpniibilitT  of  wooas  eampalmi^ 
iag  the  Im,  or  Uw  pnnmMiM  UM  fa%  of  tier  mUgaipaag 
to  make  nExm  Iwr  lUdT,  bad  btd  iiirtiBri  tlicn,  rnhj  pM 
Bsuia  Ai(U  b*vt  ahand  tht  fkto  of  Hoa  of  Uw  uplM 
kuDcd  of  tbe  aiddl*  ayn,  abo  were  ptrsMated  and  bomd, 
aiiapJy  beeaue  tfaur  audi  o«trtnppf<:l  their  ac«.  Bat  ti» 
■lanwblr  cbroiiieka  of  Benri*  kan  too  «eU  faotb  lb 
pam&m  aad  the  capabilities  of  tb«ir  oognUraomi  to  rAM 
tWt  umcwtMB  and  renzcani  abco  caUed  npoD  to  giia 
Am.  Tbtir  aioetioa  for  bcrmautr  is  proved  by  tlietoa«b> 
JBgipakwm  ia  which  abe  ia  broogbt  fcmrd,  io  achatwiv 
m  MMotMOy  ftaiiiiiir,  that  it  b  dear  boa  rompUtol^  ijbtf 
bsBared  in  tba  pcrfbet  ootapatibilitr  of  teamag  with  nmf 
•ooaaalf  Eeelii^  aad  atbSHite.  To  oar  coaBliTvmHB  til 
Waf  aotion  an  n  wcU  fcumrn,  that  it  would  be  aeedlta  to 
npaat  then,  did  we  noC  hope  that  tbt?  would  bnag  tfai 
TiliHidic  Botius  of  woisaa  is  a  aonewbat  nonl  light  to  on 
Cfantiu  frieada. 

Bfebbi  Mar  i^pean  to  have  been  a>  impetoooa  and  mh  a 
his  wife  was  oeotle  and  judidotUL  Irriutod  at  peineotiy 
iaaiths,  whicb  Iw  liad  rrccivrd  frirm  sotae  Mnfnl  mes  ia  ka 
aeighbouriiood,  be  nttvrol  aa  imiirvcalioB  agaiiut  then  in  the 
wtmls  of  Darid  :  "  Let  the  siaaen  be  «ga«tn«l  out  of  tbi 
•aitb,  sod  let  the  wicked  be  do  more."    "Ton  toe  wnui^  mf 
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\  Aud— such  «aa  aot  Kinn  David's  meaniDg,"  ««s  the 
%Oo(hiiijt  leplf .  "Uft  pnyed  tout  nn  mi^ht  be  coninuied  from 
oSt  tbe  earth ;  for  then  the  wicked  wuuld  bo  on  man,  H« 
•onsht  the  destruction  of  tin,  not  of  the  UD)i«i» ;"  aod.  per> 
fectlj'  aware  that  the  HeWw  nuite  authorised  Huob  renaeriuJ 
i>t  tlie  rente,  the  Kabbi  ftcknowledged  the  justice  of  his  vlfoii 
rebuke. 

Tbe  other  ajMloguc  of  the  tame  geutle  feeltiu  vomaD  t« 
nore  generally  known   through  the  medium  of  Colcri<Ige's 
"  Prieod."     It  wa«  the  autom  of  Rabbi  Mcir  to  nttcud  th« 
aobool  and  nmagogue  for  Kreral  hoora  ooiuMutivdy,  oft«aj 
during  the  whole  day — and,  during  one  of  Umm  long  abMucMJ 
trna  noEM,  hi*  tonii,  boys  of  great  )>romisc  and  beauty,  boclu 
died.     Cocquenng  the  an^pmh  of  a  mother  in  tho  HCroDg' 
afTvction  of  a  vrifv,  whu  knew  the  pasMioiiato  love  born*  by  tlM 
latlter  fur  hiit  ofTspriiig,  and  dreading  the  effect  of  aaddea 
grief,  she  mot  liur  husband  at  supper  witli  ber  usual  calm  audJ 
tmnqiiil  mien.     Hu  naturally  inquired  for  Im  sons,  but  riuj 
HkilCully  evaded  the  quusliuo  ;  and,  at  the  oonclusinn  of  twi 
mt-jJ,  stat<xl  that  she  liiul  an  important  aneslion  to  ask  hiiB|J 
thi-  answer  to  which  had  much   troubled   her.     Tiic  rabbli 
cno(vuragi.-d  her  U>  spusk  :   and  she  related.  "  that  a  neifhbonvi 
bad  lent  bor  sotni;  jowuls  of  inestimable   value,  aiM  ooii' 
miuircd  them  to  be  returned.     Ought   she  to  eive  them 
biu:k  1"     Surprised,  the  rabbi  replied,  "  tlutt  sura^  bis  wib 
iwoiled  not  even  to  uik  the  qucstioa.  the  answer  was  so  wlf*| 
erideDt"     Without  rejoinder,  she  led  him  into  the  roon^ 
wbfTu  tho  bodies  l:iy,  and,  removing  thi-  white  cloth  which COD7] 
o«kl«l  them,  revealed   their  Iok^      She  permitted  tbe  fint 
burtt  of  agonised  grief ;  and  (hen,  soothingly  rocalling  his 
own  verdict,  touchingly  rcpcatcil,  "The  Lord  gave,  and  tike 
Lord  hath  taken  away ;   blc«sed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord  1" 

Can  any  thine  bo  more  beautifully  true  to  woman's  DAtnre 
than  these  brief  taJea  ?     Even  gritntiuc  they  cannot  be  proTod 
as  true,  but  arc  morelr  tradltiouar}-,  what  a  high  and  beauUAtl , 
sense  of  the  female  Israelite's  capabilitv  ana  characteristic^  i' 
nnst  the  ancient  fathers  have  cntertaiuca  I  How  contradictoiy 
to  tbe  modem  assertion — that  they  degrade  and  enslave  aa, 
and  so  re^rd  us  with  contempt  I     Accustomed  to  a880ci&t4 
witli  such  characters  as  Hannon,  Abigail,  Iluldab,  tbe  Shon- 
ammite,  and  Estberj  the  sages  know,  that  to  be  hifbly  gift«d,. 
leaned  aod  wise,  10  a  far  nobler  sense  than  tLe  modem.] 
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koc^Atioo  of  the  terms,  and  vHh&l  to  be  tnily  and  exqnirittlT 
AniiiriM,  eaBeotiikllji  the  tcoman,  iras  not  the   spoei]r]inl 

leMubioktioD,  which  it  is  at  {insent  eonsidrrwl.    The  Talmud 

[irriters  mutt  have  thoucht  highly  and  orjbly  of  women,  or 

'  tach  tnits  as  ire  have  Brought  forward,  and  those  foiina  a 
Hunritx')!  Hebrew  Tales,  woald  never  hare  been  admitted 
•rithin  tbeir  vuliimea.  Their  minds  were  mach  too  solesut, 
tai  too  fond  of  weighty  reaearch,  to  allow  euch  fltj^hlx  >i 
tomautic  descriptions  of  woman's  excellence ;   nbich.  if  oal^ 

[  •ecustiinied  to  regard  their  mothers,  wives,  and  stst«n  in  a 
detraded  light,  thi:«e  notion  and  even  laws  would  he. 

Surclv  then,  even  this  brief  and  imi^rfcet  reference  to  llie 
tonerablc  roluiDcg  which — us  reflection.t  of  some  of  the  higbot 

[•Dd  the  purest,  the  nobk'«t  and  the  huHest  mind»,  who  mt 
laboured  for  the  good  of  man,  and  livn)  but  to  know  and 
pTPvo  the  glory  of  thu  Lonl — we  vahiu  fmm  our  very  Iwart: 
tvta  iliis  may  be  permitted  to  remove  Eom«  prgadicc,  and 

I  convince  our  opponents  and  ourselves,  that  not  a  thought  m 
contrary  to  the  spirit  i>f  the  law  as  the  dcgistding  of  wonun 
fither  eociatlv  or  indiTidnally,  or  even  the  non-cariog  for  her 
weakness  ami  her  gentle  nnturc.  the  reJuang  of  all  rei^td  to  btr 
peculiarly  feminine  chtimctcrUtics.  erer  entered  the  hearts  ot 
minds  of  our  sages  :  their  aim  was  to  obey  the  law  of  Qod, 
ftnd  to  provide  for  and  pr<:<teet  her  as  woman.  The  veiy  tan 
that,  on  a  mea>  hasty  Teading,  might  aeeoD  in  their  stnctoca 
to  interefere  with  her  perfect  freedom  of  act  and  will,  are  oaly 
endenees  of  their  desire  to  preserve  the  feminine  beanW  ud 
nodestv  of  her  character  unsullied,  and  were  probttbnr  ii»- 
fltitntea  at  those  times  when  the  extireme  laxity  and  nioenM 
of  the  nations  around  rendered  them  absolutely  neoenary,  to 

I  keep  the  "  Women  of  Israel "  apart,  that  their  hotinen  might 

I  never  be  profaned,  even  by  casual  ass^Kiatioa. 

'     0  that  we  had  but  dor|iii-uce  and  iufluunee  mf&cicnt  to 

\  vxge  our  brethren  to  engage-  in  the  glorious  taak  of  remoiug 
the  dast  and  nibbiKh,  which  peniucutioD,  prejudice,  ud 
icnorance  have  gathL-red  round  the  pure  and  simple  teewu. 
tne  exquisite  alleRorie^  and  glowing  diction  of  oar  aneteut 
btben,  and  to  j>ubli*h  in  the  vernacular  idiom  of  orety  land, 

'  the  wisdom  which  thwo  mighty  tomes  conceal  I  Giro  ua  o«r 
own  !  Compel  us  not,  out  of  pure  thirst,  to  sock  the  works  of 
Gentile  writers  for  oomrnvntatois  '>n  the  wnid  of  our  God— 
for  sympathy  in  our  aspiring  thoughts,  for  rest  to  our  wearied 
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wills,  nDnbIc  yet  ta  understand  th«  full  betutjr  of  tho  Bible, 
without  some  simple  explanation,  which  would  Bash  light  or«r 
titc  ins  ircd  pages,  and  ho  enable  ui  to  tnke  them  to  our  heart 
and  Gd  coiuolatioii.  Compel  ua  not  to  turn  to  the  Oenttl« 
woria  for  these  I  Uoseal  the  fountains  of  pure  wat«n  which 
our  and  seers  provided ;  give  ds  their  renderings  of  the 
ninrallaw  ^  their  spirit  and  aphorisms  :  their  orient  imagery, 
which  in  its  power  and  imaf;i"'^tioii  will  outvie  every  other. 
<^iive  UK  their  det^l  of  Jewish  Histary  ;  do  not  compel  us  to 
abide  by  the  details  of  thoje  wIiom  failh  is  opuosed  to  our 
wn,  who  believe  iii  blinded  aiid  dt-gmded,  and  wliose  peculiar 
iewi  onat  inspire  thdr  pages.  The  Hebrew  who  would  do 
tliis,  however  gra-iually,  who  would  jirovidc  our  youth  with 
orks  from  our  own  wrilen,  simplified,  if  needra,  to  their 
eomprch«nrion,  and  selected  as  woiild  bMt  meet  the  ^rit  of 
tlie  i^e,  would,  indned,  rank  omoog  the  fint  and  noblest 
ben«fSiotorB  of  his  kind,  and  would  privc  the  love  which,  u 
ta  Israelite,  should  be  borne  in  his  heart  towards  Israel's  •out 
an'l  IsT&«rB  God. 


BPFECTS  OF  DISPEESION  ASD  PEHSBCUTIOS. 

OEXBRAl.    RKMAKIU. 

It  would  be  irrelevant  to  our  prftieut  task,  beaidei  exteadbl 
our  work  to  much  too  great  a  length,  to  attempt  aoy  detailer 
account  of  the  Hehrew  ualiiMi,  from  their  diRj|>ernon  to  the 
present  time  ;  the  third  volume  of  Milman's  Hutatj,  and  at 
admirable  American  work,  History  of  the  Jews,  by  Haiinali 
Adams,  commencing  from  the  destruction  of  Jeru.'saU;m,  and 
accompanying  us  th^)ugh  our  varied  destinies  till  some  fifty 
years  ago ;  be-ii<les  many  other  work:*  in  the  modern  languages, 
y^hicb  no  doubt  exist,  tnoagti  to  us  they  may  not  bexnowo, 
will  give  all  the  needful  infonnation  of  us,  u  »  people^ 

One  trifling  incident  we  will,  however,  mentioD.  ei«  we  leave 
tht^  history  of  the  post ;  and  oooclude  our  work  by  s  brief 
Buprcy  of  the  prcwnt.  In  the  reign  of  the  emperor  JuUaD.  ao 
edict  was  issued  for  the  re-croction  of  the  Temple  of  Jerasalein 
on  Mount  Moriah,  and  the  "restoration  of  the  Jetrish  worship 
in  all  its  splendour," 

The  commotioD  which  this  edict  occasioned  to  the  Jews  in. 
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I  stmutli  ant)  oonstanoj-  vhieh  taught  ber  how  to  dia  T 
Let  those  who,  in  their  nttcr  iKDoruoe  of  th«  epirit  uid  th« 
t«>'etsof  the  Jewish  rrligioti.dnre  to  UMrt  that  wc  hsvenobclief 
in  the  immortAtity  of  the  bouI,  that  it  was  neither  taucht  by 
M<>MS  and  t)io  propheto,  nor  preached  and  simplified  by  out 
oncieot  sages — let  those,  if  they  cannot  read  our  renenbit 
lathers,  just  glance  bock  on  the  history  of  our  people,  and 
answer— What  was  it  caused  bo  many  millions,  wvmen  as  well 
OS  men,  to  die  rnthor  than  dc«(>rt  their  faith  ?  What  availed 
ench  Facriticf,  if  they  bolicvcd  this  tarth  were  all  i  What 
mattered  their  cre«d  in  this  life,  if  death  nas  annihihition  T 
7io  :  our  martyrs  ore  our  wit^ncstes  ;  and  we  need  little  uther 
proof  of  the  univeiwlity  of  the  Jewiah  belief  in  immortality, 
than  the  countless  niimbers  who  have  sealed  its  mighty  truth 
in  their  own  blood. 

As  oar  martyra  are  witnesses  of  such  belief,  bo  are  our  exia- 
tenee  and  preservation,  of  the  Truth  of  the  Revelation,  of  the 
perpetuity  of  that  holy  fnitb  which  Ood  Himself  proolatmed 
should  last  for  ever.  Where  now  are  the  mighty  natioai  of 
Babylon  and  Rome,  before  whose  conqueriDa  anna  Judeii  lay 
prostrate,  and  her  children  fell  miiig»ng  duat  with  dust,  or 
were  soattered  to  erery  quarter  of  the  globe  like  chofF  before 
the  wind  1  If  Atfrw  are  the  mighty  conijueroni  7  Loat  amid 
the  din  shadows  of  the  past :  and  icAat  are  they  but  names 
which  one*  v«K  creat  7  But  where  are  the  conquered  I  A*k 
of  every  land  and  every  age  ;  and  they  will  point  to  them  as 
•  people  Rtill,  for  ever  pRiiflBNT,  never  past  :  luid  what  are 
they  f  God's  people  atiU — Hi.*  w)tn<«tcs.  whom  mmglit  of 
earth  aii<l  earthly  change  can  totich.  Nations  and  dynoKties, 
conquerors  and  conquered,  ore  swept  from  tlie  face  of  the 
earth,  leaving  not  a  truoe  ;  but  the  perMccntcd,  the  opprescd, 
the  tijrtured,  the  only  nation  which  lias  seen  millions  and 
mUlions  fall  by  the  deetn^ngtword,  and  in  later  times,  beheld 
bat  too  many  lost  by  smoother,  but  even  more  duigerons 
means  ^ — that  nation  still  IIvc^k,  brcntltes  unchanged,  iteranlo 
nndiminishcd,  its  undyiag  vitality  seeming  to  receive  increase 
of  strength  and  linnness  from  every  blow  that  seeks  its  down- 
fall. Cemented  by  the  blood  of  noble  mar^ts,  sufiported  by 
the  nillus  of  divine  truth,  and  wisdom  oncf  love,  it  rears  its 
hesa  in  every  laud,  as  a  temple  that  will  never  fali  ;  and  all— 
man,  woman,  and  cliild — who  seek  bo  love  and  obe^  the  Lord 
Koording  to  bis  law  vouchsafed  to  Moies,  add  to  its  solidity 
and  beauty,  and  bear  witness  to  its  (lutL 
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Our  exUtCDOe  is  in  iteolf  a  miraclo :  noagbt  but  tlie  pn^ 
den«e  of  God  could  have  thns  pnserved  us  ;  a  Dfttioa  u  com* 
pl«t«l]r  apart,  tbaC,  thoogh  for  more  than  eight«en  oeotvm 
■OBtt«rea  over  the  whole  world,  and  foimd  in  ererr  tud,  •w 
(dentitr  hu  twrer  been  lost,  otu  nw  baa  never  mingM,  tnit 
Mtifion  hu  nerec  changed.  Our  most  vehement  uppo«cn 
vnuit  na  this  ;  but  they  t«ll  db,  that  «e  nonhip  not  no«  oi 
SioMS  taught :  that  ve  are  guided  by  the  Talmud, 
God.  We  coiud  replr,  that  it  the  one  dared  to  contr 
other,  no  Jew  woula  acknowledge  its  legality,  ur 
dkCatea;  bat  we  wish  to  prove,  that  if  our  ouuiRen  i 
toniii  do  in  1000  tnetaooee  ^t^ear  to  diff«r  from  the  tfiA' 
inculcated  by  oar  incpued  bw-girer,  it  in  the  ncs^easajy  cone- 
ui-tice  of  our  cajitirity,  forceoen  by  Qod  HiiiiHcIf,  nod  prondcd 
r>r  by  till-  principle  •tatutc*  contained  in  Lcrit.  xxn.  ver.  9 
to  the  cit<).  nnd  I>cut  zzx-^  which,  in  dear  and  emphatic  terai^ 
l&iil  down  all  thntwas  ncocMOiy  for  our  acceptance. 

Our  law  wnj^  given  to  a  holy  people,  &nmcd  for  a  j^oren* 
meat  and  a  nation  which,  in  ite  domestic  and  politic&l  bearinp^ 
was  to  stand  alone.  When  the  ains  and  manifold  t^kQioU 
of  the  children  of  Israel,  compelled  their  cspulaton  from  the 
Holy  Idnd,  l€»rt  them  the  direct  int«rference  of  their  God. 
both  by  tbo  Sbechinah  and  by  His  prophets,  and  scatterra 
then)  all  over  the  whole  world,  it  was  part  of  tbcir  awTal 
obaBliseuent,  that,  while  the  word  of  the  Btemal  prcserttd 
their  /aiti  and  \Ut  holy  ordinanoes  unchanged,  their  tod^ 
domtttic,  and  iuJividual  portion  should  be  ^ided  no  loa|if 
by  the  puK  spirit  of  the  Uw,  but  by  the  spirit  of  the  luttiou 
amouKKt  whom  tbcy  were  thrown.  Thus  we  nlw«n  pereeite 
that  the  Jews  are  in  a  measure  oivilttod  or  barbariscd,  aoooidiag 
ge  civilisation  or  batbaritm  povadu  the  people  amoii^  wboa 
they  dwell.  How  was  it  poanble  for  them  to  retain  the  sodil 
felM  mental  ek-vation,  the  pure  spiritual  rcli^on,  the  toreUimi 
'  home  which  bad  marked  them  in  their  own  land,  when 
bjr'ctcd  to  the  oppression,  the  slarery,  the  cruelty,  with 
which  the  history  of  the  intddlo  »ges  teems  :  when  tnonl  wi 
mental  darkness  was  all  around  them,  seeicing  abo  to  crndi 
them  under  the  fierce  persecutions,  which  from  such  mentd 
and  moral  darkness  sprung; ;  hnw  ooold  the  man  retain  the 
spirituality,  tlic  elevation  of  their  anceatorB  f  tndiTidiitk 
there  were,  no  doubt,  who  were  laraelitM  ind^d,  «ipiritually 
and  mentally,  as  well  as  rigid  adhereatt  to  crety  form ;  hal 
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the  miuw  mu.it  of  Dcceuitv  luvc  iiiAnd  lUe  durknew  ot  Um 
opprcMora  aiider  wlunn  they  gnmncil.  S]>irituKUy  aiul  own- 
tolly,  mxial  and  datn«itio  «levatioD  duciiuiiltt,  muil  imuentiWj 
needs,  an  »tmo«plit;ro  of  equality  niid  freedom,  or  tmy  touat 
either  dnxip  and  die,  or  be  shrouded  in  audi  wcreaj,  ud  n 
closely  Qext  tho  heart,  n«  to  be  entirely  invisible  tn  histoTT. 

Thts  is  proved  by  our  history,  in  irhnt  is  aptly  termed  by 
MilmitD,  the  "  Goldoii  Aze  of  Judni^m."  It  iriu.  inileed,  of 
very  short  duration  j  but  during  it«  continuance,  we  find  "  tlie 
Jews  not  only  ponDUg  nnmolested  their  lucratire  and  eoter- 
pminK  trafltc,  not  merely  merchanta  of  splendour  and  opulence, 
but  suddenly  omerKing  to  offices  of  di|;uity  and  trust,  MlniiDi»< 
taring  the  Unancea  of  Christian  and  Mahontedan  kin^doiii& 
and  tnTeUiog  as  ambaasadors  between  mighty  sovereigns, 
in  Pranee,  during  the  reign  of  Cliulemimne,  "From  the  porta 
of  Mnnteiiles  auil  Narbonne,  their  ve^KcU  kept  up  a  constant 
oomaiunioatiuD  wiUt  tii»  wt"  In  Narboune,  of  the  two 
prefect*  (or  mayon  of  the  city)  one  mut  alwap  a  Jew ; 
and  tttc  most  r^lar  and  *tatcrr  part  of  the  city  of  Lyoni 
was  always  the  Jewish  quarter.  The  superior  intelligence  and 
education  of  the  Jews,  during  a  period  when  nobles  and  kings, 
and  even  tho  clergy,  oould  not  always  write  their  names,  pointed 
them  out  fur  ufl'ices  of  trust  They  were  the  physicians  and 
the  minister;  of  &iianoo  to  nobles  and  to  monaroDs.  And  in 
the  reign  of  Charlcmagtie,  "  Europe  and  Asia  beheld  tbu  ez- 
traoriliiiary  spectacle  of  a  Jew  njiined  Isaac,  sotting  forth  with 
two  Christian  counts,  one  of  whom  died  on  tho  road,  aa 
uabaasador  firam  Charlemagne  to  IlBronn  Al  lUschid,  and 
eondoeting  the  political  oormpoDdeuce  between  the  coaito  of 
iz-la-ChapeUe  and  Bagdad."{ 

In  Spain,  both  under  the  innaence  of  Moorish  and  ChristiaB 
ereigiis,  the  golden  age  of  Judaism  endured  the  loi)g<at,  to 
in  the  deepest  darkness.  The  long  line  of  literary  men, 
'^ who  swelled  the  Jewish  raukit  during  that  epoch,  lulTirieatly 
nark  the  iufluenoe  uf  freedom  nnd  pmnperity  upon  the  mind — 
wiiile  the  writing  of  Maimonides  are  pretty  certain  evideuoo 
of  their  elTeot  upon  tho  tptrit.    In  the  calm  and  dignified  re- 

Si»  of  the  social  position  which  that  golden  agt  allowed  him. 
umonidea  advanced  so  much  b^rooa  hia  timsa  and  ooitntij 
"hat,  like  all  benefactoni  of  their  kind,  he  was  neither  under> 
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fitoud  wir  sppnciftted  bj  hii  ootampotanes.    BafcUv 

ltghtcn«d  our  uttioD  hu  beoome,  the  mor*  hsv*  hu  ptobud 
madoo)  ud  spiritoil  rewlmtMa*  of  thi  viadon  aad  gocdw 
it  th«  Oeitjr,  M  diapU]r«d  in  th*  Lsw  of  Howe,  been  rtimd 
aad  appMCUted,  ua  tbe  nkon  tbey  will  be  aa  the  Jewish  miad 
tdraaeea. 

Tbs  iiDB  B^  prw»iimff  Ui«  golden  one,  lud  origiiullf 
cramped  the  mteUecbul  and  miritnal  powen  of  the  mam. 
Tbo]'  iiBid  been  oooteot  and  ^ad  to  trew  the  pkth  laid  do«a 
for  them  bjr  tbeir  teacherB,  without  inqnihng  witrffim  tbn 
thai  wDnhipp«<L  Even  their  teaebers,  except  &  ariect  aiM 
holy  fen,  had  accaatomed  theEnselvm  to  regard  tbe  tn^tnifinal 
fiwic  of  the  Mosaic  L&«  with  silent  adoratioa  and  tdmtnm 
wo4t<t<.>r ;  but  Blaimoutdes,  in  his  daring  aad  aU-«oii(ii»aia( 
wisdom,  looked  on  it  vitb  the  eearcbing  li^ht  of  reHOLH 
wdJ  as  tbe  liiing  orb  of  faith :  and  Mow  he  was  qimtaaUr  i»* 
mrdod.  let  hi*  beautiful  vritinca  testify.  His  ootanponmi 
mc*  duxled  fay  tbe  lustre  be  BoDg  uuon  tbe  laaaiung  Hid 
iBteBtiotia  of  toe  holy  Law,  and  feared  to  approvi  it ;  Int 
kia  Uwar  was  not  loet.  Tbe  fladi,  too  bright  to  illuminM*  hit 
own  age,*  penetrated  the  fokU  uf  the  far  future,  and  qn«adtaf 

Stdaally,  f'lund  jwuk  prepared  to  eaeet  and  welcome  it,  aad 
hue   in    tkrir  heart  of  hearts  the  gloriouit   mind  wbo* 
•riMlom  had  kindled  it  to  life. 

But  for  many,  maujr  terrible  years,  cren  the  memory  of  tba 
|{o)dca  sffe  WH  buri<si  niidi-r  the  danae  pall  of  miser;  and  np- 
prteeioD  which  gntborvd  rouad  the  baplm  Israditea  in  every 
land,  and  so  crushed  all  mental  and  social  deration,  so  cott- 
fiued  the  fiwn  of  action  and  eBpluymeot,  so  banished  all  re- 
ligiicHU  instruction,  except  such  as  oould  be  inpartad  in  tbe 
deepest  aecrecfy,  that  the  word  "  Jew"  became  and  has  c 
tinued  ^nonymouB  with  all  that  is  debated — with  a  bi 
and  bowing  terrility,  with  enacting  usury,  with  bard  excluM 
nesB,  and  with  a  menilesB  hatred  of  all  mankind,  and  a  iletes*^ 
tatioo  of  every  religion  but  his  own.  Ay,  even  now.  t«  thuas 
who  bare  nertf  associated  with  us,  whose  only  knowlalKeii 
drawn  from  book»— whose  authoR^  wiA  Imt  two  noUe  exoep- 
tions,tseeiB  to  delight  in  fabling  as  as  the  Shyloclc  of  Shake- 

•  Wwl#DUk*hii   bMMDM    Utb*BMalt|falMMd"dBrilfrOWHO«aa( 

t8b  W4ltgr  Soall,  b  jji  ewralMf  dtBawltoa «t  R«biwa  aaj  far  tUhtri 
aadHn.8.  C  HaD,  la  hw  hwarting  p«Mni*  of  MaaaMh  Bm  bcMfc  la 
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Btncrs  or  laamsiov. 

«peare,  the  old  cluthcsm&n  of  nar^ry  tales  (noticed  thus  erco 
by  Mias  Edgoworth),  or  as  the  monD}'-l«nders,  intenet-ezacton^ 
and  duliotiorable  adopts  in  all  toe  grades  of  oaoiy  irhich 
alxtnad  in  fasliionablo  DOveU.  And  Uttle,  perhape,  do  tbeil 
writers  know  that  their  fictions  demonstrate  far  more  clearty 
the  consequences  of  persecution,  which  their  aQoestora  h&n 
hurled  upon  ua,  than  the  real  character  of  the  Jew,  oi 
the  true  spirit  of  his  creed.  Writers  who  know  us  not, 
depict  us,  not  what  we  are,  but  what  linf;eriog  prejudice 
oiestee  ua,  entirely  forgetting  the  reai  eatue  (A  oar  fallen 
«tate — the  impoa^tNlity  of  our  attaining  to  that  elevated 
Aocial  state  which  freedom  and  i^ace  have  granted  to 
other  laods,  white  bent  to  the  very  earth,  and  for  enr 
liable,  even  at  this  very  present,  to  insult,  ignominy,  aikd 
nicb  omireaiions  as  even  iilaver]'  doei*  not  know.  The  ni»- 
ohicT  whiob  is  done  by  such  falwc  pictiirf.'>  of  the  Jewtitb  ohar- 
«cter  in  social  and  dumn^ttc  life  is  incalculabie.  It  Dot  only 
fost«ra  prdudice  and  confirms  tKnorancv  in  our  opponcati, 
bat  actually  causes  many  Jews  ttiemwlvcH  to  trcmbre  at  the 
term,  wkI  to  eudcaronr  to  conceal  a  faith  and  descent  which 
should  be  their  glory.  Even  thuM  domestic  narrations  whicli 
portimT  some  mi^mben  of  a  Jewish  family  in  a  favourable  light, 
that  tney  may  couolude  by  making  them  Christians,  and  the 
othtT  mcmbera  as  to  stern,  hareli,  and  opprewivc.  that  they 
bear  uo  resemUanee  whatever  to  any  Isr»elit«,  except  the  !»• 
raelite  of  a  Gmtile's  imiui nation— do  hut  swell  the  catalogue 
of  dangerous  because  faue  works ;  and  never  fail  to  imprcn 
the  minds  of  Christian  rcadera  with  the  unalterable  conviction, 
t^t  wheneveT  spirituality,  amiability  and  gentleness,  kiad- 
linesB  and  lovo,  are  inmates  of  a  Hebrew  heart,  it  is  an  un- 
•sgwerable  proof  that  that  heart  is  verging  on  Christianity, 
and  will  very  speedily  embrace  that  faith.  Nay,  mental  en- 
dowments themselves  are  welcomed  as  an  earnest  that  their 
jmssessors  must  quickly  desert  the  Jewish  crf«d ;  such  BUp- 
posors  entirely  forjji.tling  that  mental  acquirements,  the  meet 
profound  and  searching  wisdom,  the  most  vivid  and  beautifol 

tbs  "  BuacBliBdr."  wliere  ifai  hni  no  beautifully  u>d  illllfullr  blended  all  Um 
olimolnriillc*  of  the  Talmu^io  tirAotlM,  <ntb  l)ie  «(UtTlt<>n  •ml  lirtuu  of  • 
bth*ru>d  k  aukD — k  union  vhich  moat  authon  appMir  to  imuia*  loooBU 
patlbla.  Tb«cb«nol«rof  Sklonia.iu  "Coolnnbj,  UbotabriiiKof  flwb 
and  Uood,  bat  a  type  of  a  dan  ;  Md  tbaMlSr*  i 
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hufllMtMO,  tiw  most  tleguit  acoomplishfDeiiU,  \an 
heir-lo.  a  of  the  Jewish  aatioo,  from  cbeii  verjr  fin 
H  tb«  ohown  of  the  Lord  ;  tiad  tluLt,  insteul  nf  hmog  Aot 
todowiDenU  in  iheir  disfjasion,  all  of  ratud  and  talent  in  tkt 
«bok  Eurapeu  utd  Asiitk  worid  was  poMc«ori  bjr  tbem  ;  oai 
llist  Ocatilw  of  «TOT  denominatioD  and  ererj'  cmed  came 
witli  humilitj  and  deKfeace  to  them,  glad  to  learn  from  Iki 
tppnutd  Uti»e  ^orious gilU  of  miud  which  to  the  oftumnf 
mm  d«Dtcd. 

It  is  not  from  tlM  praeat  state  of  the  Hebrewa,  tliat  ik* 
true  spirit  of  their  creed  and  their  chanct«ristius  aa  a  eataca 
can  be  discovered.  Ther  have,  indeed,  rcUined  oU  that  tnub 
tbem  as  a  distinct  people,  and  prevcDta  aR]a.lf;&uiatiita  with  the 
children  of  the  soil  in  which  thoyare  bat  soiuanieta;  bntthimr 
aocial  and  domestio  habits  nrv  now  so  caxniitetelj  ona  with  the 
the  manners  and  customs  of  th«  land  in  which  tbnjr  an  seat- 
tered,  that  there  is  nothing  to  dJetiQ^niBh  them  frctn  thttr 
Qeutile  bretliren  -,  and  this  it  is  which  oftvn  causes  tlte  &lie 
portraitii  of  Jewish  character,  when  iutrixlucMl  in  talea  of  tkt 
preaent  dar.  'Itiej  think  a  Jew  must  be  different  to  his  fUDoM, 
aad  ao  call  him  frum  the  Fast  when  op^ireanoD  fcvoad  opea 
him  a  particular  chanet«r,  aikd  place  nim  in  the  Preant. 
where  ho  looks  about  aa  moob  out  aS  place^  aa  a  maU'clal 
baron  iinrl  hU  nido-manDercd  auita  would  wen  to  the  ItunnioM 
and  refined  assemblage  of  England's  present  peen,  liM  a 
paoi^e — as  the  chosen  witoessei — the  firet-boro  aooa  of  tht 
Moet  Hig))  God,  they  will  ever  remain  a  distinct  nation  ovfr 
the  whole  world  They  will  erer  be  preserved  from  annihilatin 
—trm  be  kejit  from  ail  aasiniilatiou  with  the  Qentiloa ;  etw 
aa  the  tiTer,  which  ia  said  to  retain  its  peculiar  taeto  aad 
oolonring  in  the  rery  lakes  through  which  it  [mnuj,  Bot  the 
Jews  in  captivity  are  not  what  they  have  bim,  at  what  the; 
witl  be.  _  Even  while  they  remain  a  dixtinet  race,  thajr  ban 
WMOnidoiivly  imbibed  miuiy  of  tliu  cbaractcristica  of  the 
Mople  amongst  whom  they  dwell,  llie  iodomitAble  pride,  tlw 
Btiq^ify  air  of  eiiiMrioritv',  which  (not  fifty  years  ainoe)  cui^ 
acti'risi-il  the  Spanish  and  Portngncn  Jew,  were  of  Spain  a&i! 
furtngal,  not  of  Judea  :  and  if  we  examine  the  eooditioii  of 
the  -poanst  classes  of  that  coDgr^tion,  and  compam  them 
irith  the  same  ranks  in  Soain  and  Portugal,  wa  ahall  find  them 
ao  exactly  similar,  that  tlie  pride,  indolence,  dirt,"  and  porOTty 
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from  dtstike  to  labour,  are  tbe  remiuiRte  of  ttieir  DSBunilatioo 
with  the  muuHia  And  cn8t<»nB  of  tbo  above-nuned  oooDtriw; 
not  tlic  chamcteristies  of  Jadaiimi,  which  eepeoiaUj  camsuuidi 
honest  labour  and  most  scrupulous  cIcaDlincss.  The  active 
bn.-ine^  habits,  and  rather  a  nant  than  a  supcifluity  of  pride, 
in  the  German  Jen,  mark  their  assiiDilatioo  ia  domestic  aua 
social  habite  with  the  Gentile  inhabitaots  of  Germany  and 
HolUnd  ;  tbe  distiDctioD  between  them  and  their  (so-mled) 
Spanish  and  Portuguese  brethren,  which  was  rery  much  mors 
marked  fifty  years  ago  than  it  is  now,  originates  not  at  all  in 
Judalun,  vhose  beautiful  unity  ousbt  to  banish  all  tuch  coa- 
Tentionnl  terni^,  but  simply  iti  the  diatinction  which  exists 
between  the  cliaracterirtics  of  the  difTennt  countrin  in  whicb 
they  dw<-lt.  Obticrvc  the  Spniiianl  and  Portuguese,  and  tlten 
took  on  the  German  and  the  Dutchman  ;  their  cbaTactenattcs 
arc  so  totnlly  iliatinct,  tluit  it  ia  impoMsible  to  mistake  them  i 
and  the  Jewish  inmates  of  these  divert;  lands  naturally  sharea 
the  distiuction,  t^vcn  while  their  holy  law  was  the  undying  Uok 
which  bound  them  tomtber,  and  separated  tbem  Eknd  the 
nligion  of  every  other  land.  Fifty  years  ago,  the  Sephaidim 
OOngreKation*  was  considered  so  superior  to  the  Ashkcnazim.t 
•B  to  oe  univeraally  acknowledged  as  the  aristocracy  of  tlm 
nation  ;  but  this  HupjiositioQ  bad  notbing  to  do  with  Israelitiah 
notions.  It  was,  in  fact,  oontrai^  to  tbe  6|nrit  of  the  Jewish 
law,  which,  except  in  the  beautiful  organisation  of  ranks  in 
tbe  stat«,  looked  on  all  Jewii  as  equal,  and  on  the  whole  nntion 
u  the  ari»tocritcy  of  the  Lord.  The  modern  distineUon  simply 
anae  ftoin  tbu  fact,  that  iu  Spain  and  Portugal  the  Jews  bad 
held  tbe  bights  KtatioDH  in  the  court  and  eainp  and  oonooi] ; 
that  ercD  after  their  expulsion,  tliey  existed  apparently  as 
Christians,  but  in  realitv  most  faitliful  Jews,  amongst  the  very 
Doblcs  and  princes  in  ooth  countries ;  or  as  merehants  and 
docton^  not  only  in  medicine,  but  in  various  bmDolws  of 
leaniiDg :  and  so  wealthy  aa  always  to  take  their  places 
amonest  tbe  aristocracy  of  the  land.  GormaDy  has  indeed 
ennobled  a  Jew ;  and  latterly  our  most  learned  men  have 
8]>mng  from  German  schools.      But  conUmporaiy  with  the 


lowest  of  our  nation,  yet  unhappily  plongsd  in  ignonnoe  and  sapenUtloa. 
the  Mill  remaioiuti  renilu  ol  the  p(nMiitlo&  and  slanry  of  Bpaio  and 
-VwtugaL 
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Jewiob  arutoencT  of  Spun  and  Portugal,  tbe  Jewt  io  i 
vera  10  opprenea  and  enslATtd,  aa  ti«v«r  to  rise  abo*«  tbcM^ 
ooogiUQj;  and  debaaiog  employineoU  wliich  mu^^t  crcr  be  tb 
eoowquenee  of  peraecntion ;  and  therofore  wheo  the  tw 
MTtiw  met  on  e(|ual  ground,  the  free  and  bloeaed  soil  4 
Kngliknii,  the  hnuf^hty  pride  of  tli«  Spaniard  (not  of  tbe  /w. 
for  thit  would  have  oonnwlled  dilierontly)  caused  that  lix- 
cluHirvnvw  ereti  from  hiji  Gemum  brotbttr,  wnicb  fonnerlj-  bid 
«xuteDce,  but  wliich  Intppilr  is  now  (tdxag  rapidly  into  tbi 
jMwt.  England  oQen  a  ratt  and  lione  of  perfect  fireedom  to 
the  eziUi  mmI  oi^mmMl :  »nd  if  the  wdoomes  all,  will  Imel 
CDiitiinio  that  mistaken  distinction  which  only  circarnvtanoM 
wTiiuijht !  That  tbure  is  still  a  differenc*  io  the  characteralid 
of  Gitrman  and  Portuguese  wc  allow  ;  and  very  |Mtibablv,  m 
constitutional  is  pr^udiec  in  favour  of  one's  own,  that  netUMf 
would  change  vitb  the  other;  but  the  difference  and  Iht 
pTcjudioe  arc  nttke  foreign  to  Judaitn.  These  arc  the  cffeeti  (rf 
our  dlq^crsion;  of  sixteen  or  seventeen  ccnturiee  of  uaiinilttdoD 
with  tbe  manncra  and  customs  of  Germany  and  of  Spain, 
which  unconsciotisly  makes  us  feci  so  completely  a*  childnBH 
the  soil,  that  we  forget  the  national  unity  which  unrholjr 
TL-UKion  10  imperative!^  demaods  and  which  will  be  mduaU/ 
attained  ;  but  it  requires  time.  BnthnaJasin  muy  l>rrieve  it  ii 
only  to  be  witched,  to  be  accompli^ied ;  but  r<.-n.sun  tells  n^ 
tltat  (tw  centuries  in  England  is  not  quite  suflicicnt  to  baaiA 
the  )»rejudieei  of  jf/)«n  oenturies  spent  in  other  laods.  Wt 
linre  neither  of  xa  yet  become  EnRltsh  in  feeling  :  oay.  Toy 
niniij;  take  pleasure  in  festering  as  a  heritage  the  remnant  of 
Sitftiiisli  fewings,  forgetting  that  Buch  chanwtcriKtics  ban  no- 
thinK  to  do  with  JiiilaiHrn:  and  till  we  are  really  English  Jswt, 
thi;  [iistinclion  which  has  exiAte<l  so  manv  oeatariea  will  neter 
be  entirely  lost.  The  Germans  will  iduod  more  easily  beeone 
English  tluin  the  Snnnisii,  kimuly  beo«uae  the  national  cfasf^ 
sct«rL(tic>  between  bTitilnnd  and  Uemany  are  less  dJstioot  and 
palpnble  tliiin  tliose  between  England  and  Spain. 

ID  exactly  the  same  manner,  the  Jaws,  wherever  tbey  wn 
scattered,  nave  imbibed  prejudices,  customs,  and  even  ths 
sentiments  whicii  belong — not  to  their  religion,  but  to  the 
•  landa  of  their  captivity  and  compelled  adoption.  The  vtty 
prejudice,  to  remuvo  which  this  book  has  wen  written — the 
Jdwiab  degradation  of  woman,  her  abaaement  in  Um  social 
Byslem,  as  a  non-partaker  of  religious  rtsponaibilicy  and  u>* 
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mort&Iity — ^if  traoed  to  its  nnice,   will   be  found  to  b&vs 
oricinAtcd  in   the  blinded  notions  of  tlie  Jews  of  Barliary, 
and  other  E:»t«ni  connlries;  infused  onconsciously,  bv  tlie 
contompt  fi>r  tlie  sex,  j>eculiar  to  the  Mahomed&n  iDbabitAtiU  I 
of  those  lands.  Other  pr<^udic«s  and  supursti lions,  sap|K»ed  byi  I 
the  unob^tYftnt  to  be  part  of  Judaisin,  proceed  irom  exutly^] 
lite  B&me  reaaon,  and  oave  uotbing  wlutever  to  do  with  tbft 
relkion  of  (>od. 

Toe  tiavcUera  in  the  Crimea  apeak  of  the  filtJi  and  rapacJtyt.^ 
aod  occasional  dishonesty  of  the  Jews  dwellltig  in  that  quarttTw 
as  th«  neoeiuary  oonaequencc  of  their  blinded  religtou,  quit*] 
focKetting  that  they  are  but  the  characteriHtioa  of  toe  BaniMt 
and  Coarack  inhabitants  of  the  same  land,  and  imbibed  by  th«i  I 
Jews  as  the  ueoeaaaiy  consequence  of  such  long  and  oIom] 
usociaUon,  but  utterly  repugnant  to  tlie  Hpirit  of  their  cned. 

The  PolLih  Jews,  a^n,  are  different  frtiiu  the  Gcrmnu  and ' 
Dutch,  much  mote  reacmbling  ibe  Spanixli  mid  ?»rtu^'ui.-so, 
beoauM  tlicir  tociat  son/ion  waa  more  lilcu  Uiv  latter  than  th«  ' 
fonncx.     WhiUt   Poland  was  an  indepnidcot  kingdom,  th»' 
Jews  fonnitrl  tlic  unly  niidiili;  order.     Tlicir  privileges  had  been 
secuR-d  by  Cn-^iniir  the  Great,  from  the  aflcction  folt  bv  him 
(owsrda  a  butuiiful  Ji-wusf.     Thvy  were  the  coro-mercoants, 
sbop-kcopcr»,  inn-kevpurs,  in  fact,  almwiteTcry  branch  of  traffio  ' 
was  confined  to  ttirm  :  they  formed  the  i)riricipiU  population 
of  towns,  and  somu  villages  wcirc  uxcitieivcly  peopled  by  them. 
This  social  frced»ni  aeconntA  for  tfa«  dignjlied  bearing  and 

Boeral  loft^  chnmctcr  of  the  P(^i8b  Jew,  at  once  distinguishing 
m  from  his  couM  and  oppcesecd  brethren  of  dermany.    Bven 
now  Poland  is  the  principal  ami  of  rabbinical  authority.    Tb» ' 
religion,  from  the  supremacy  of  forms  and  minute  ordinances, 
ooc«doDs  a  greater  degree  of  rigidity  and  exelueivenesa  than  is 
the  ease  ekewbers,  where  the  spirit  of  the  Mosaic  Law  is  more 
tneh^  awaking.    Since  the  partition  of  Poland,  however,  the 
eondition  of  iho  Jewish  popul.-.tion  is  as  oppressed  and  lowered  < 
as  their  brethren  under  the  Russian,  PruBsian,  and  Anstriau ' 
OovefDmente.     But  still  the  Polish  Jew,  like  the  Spanish  and ' 
Portugnese,  retains  the  peculiar  cbaroctehstic  of  Iiia  fonnar 
more  elevated  j^osition. 

The  French  and  Italian  Jews  have  equally  the  peculiar 
oharncteristios  of  their  adopted  lands ;  but  they  are  lesa  marked 
than  thnoe  of  QeTmanv  and  Spain,  t!ie  above-named  lands  not 
having  been  their  reuaence  for  snob  a  long  continuance.     But 
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wherever  ir«  ut  scattered,  rtill  tlie  truth  »  eridvnt  tlt&t, ' 
our  1a«  uid  iu  beautiful  fonoK  rcauiu  unchuigeAbla,  inunut 
M  tli«ir  diviBe  ordiiuuw^  our  woul  ud  domestic  costom*  m 
siodified  &nd  chKrectensvd,  kcoording  to  the  muinen  ui 
eiuHoiDs  of  the  lauds  of  OUT  exile.  We  are  stilt  cai>tiv«  of  oat 
God,  though  His  mcrcv  ^ats  ui  a  soatl  frBcdom  mmI  itBtf 
from  penecutiuD  ;  onct,  m  captivity,  bow  migbfe  we  bopt  tU 
tbo  tprit  of  our  holy  Law  could  be  penuittoa  to  pervade  oar 
bottwholda?  The  coDsoqutuce  of  tnnsgreasion  waa  toe:^ 
tia  from  oar  own  lovely  luid,  to  ratH  a  barrier  betwecQ  ns  aod 
the  direct  interfereDce  of  the  Lord,  to  scatter  ua  u  by  «  whtd- 
nrind  over  the  koown  world,  and  there  m  to  d<^rwl«  ua  baa 
our  hi^  estate,  from  being  Bahjeet  to  the  Mo«t  High  Sod  ibne, 
that  Um- guiding  apirit  of  o«r  homeateMla  waa  lost  in  tbt 
darkened  Mtbamm  of  the  Gentile  world. 

And  ao  it  i«  with  the  Jews  of  the  present  day.  Eogliah 
writers,  wlico  they  introduce  the  iiation,  overlook  the  Jewidk 
inmates  of  their  own  lan<),  aad  ddineate  cither  the  Suanidi, 
or  the  German,  or  the  Poliih,  or  the  Biueian  Jews;  ana  as  the 
picture  they  draw  is  necMsarily  quite  distinct  from  thdr  own 
manuers  and  customs,  they  brieve  tbemselves,  and  mafce 
others  believe,  that  it  ia  a  perfect  portrait  of  the  Jew,  whereas 
it  ia  in  fact  nothing  more  or  leta  than  a  delitteMioa  of  the 
fiiNuttard,  or  Pole,  or  German,  who  might  just  u  correctly  bt 
of  the  G«ntile  aa  of  the  Jewish  c»«L*  To  draw  the  Je> 
comvtly,  then,  not  his  prtaent  condition,  hut  the  aocalsof  the 
ppiut,  mvai  provide  materials.  For  the  spirit  aad  ordiDBO«ea 
F«f  his  boAiitiful  futb,  let  tlie  word  of  the  Lord  be  oousultcd; 
and  the  most  simple  mind  mutt  underat«nd  what  and  why  the 
Jew  believes,  ami  tlie  furms  that  lie  obeys.  Where  modets 
Judaism,  so  called,  differs  from  that  standard,  it  is  not  the 
leligioR  which  has  changed,  but  circumetaooes  which  Kav* 
[occasioned  the  Jews  uuconscioosly  to  adopt  tlie  feelingg, aopet- 


*  Hih  •Itnurvliixry  miicoDMpUan  ot  their  own  nb^t,  waii 

'  nlniTlj  markvil  Ihiin  in  tli*  workj  cntitlsd  "SopU*  Mid  Ennu  da  '. 

'  a  ftodoa  of  th«  JcM(.  nf  the  niDeteenth  omiur; ;    wbaM^  pbuana  Um  aoma 

III  Bitgland.  and  In  tlio  ptnBnt  era,  tht  (ulliar  ||i*«i  Ml  iauginan  pktnM 
Lat  tlis  P-liili  Jowi,  it  Uut  one  or  tua  osiiiKrio*  taiok,  M>4  ooBtwivsat 
L.ttxTcr^  luikllwl  nMtmbluica  to  £nylM  Jimili  lifc  at  aaj  tlaw ;  ia  bA 

flian  is  Ddtliist;  to  writ*  conceruli'K  Aiiglo-Jewidi  Uh  hi  Umbi^whih*. 

\ViUi  Ilia  tola  ticeptioa  of  tlis  onlinuioM  of  (Mr  oraed,  tbtir  fcnnwhiK 

Biiil  bmiliM  MO  comluctoil  •ludj  os  tlw  mom  principba  ^ 
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itioD!),  and  aentimento,  the  offspring  of  that  darkness  which 
is  the  atmosphete  of  persecntion,  or  of  tliat  proeperity  which 
has  iDfoaed  the  EeatimenU  and  superstitions  of  the  Oentilea^  • 
with  whum  they  live  to  realitv  in  close  association,  while  in-l 
■ppean>nc«  their  differing  cieecu  keep  them  widely  apart.  Let 
it  be  remembered,  we  altuile  not  to  the  rtiigi^i — that  uerer 
boa  and  never  will  amalL^amate — that  will  ever  be  a  thing 
aacred  and  atiui,  will  never  chaii);e,  nor  modify,  nor  alter; 
Qod  hath  aaia  it  dliall  la^^t  for  ever,  that  itA  childivn  will  iH'vcr 
Mue  from  beini;  a  nation  bvfoR'  Him  fur  kter — atid  do  it  will 
BB.  The  aftiimilatiixi  in  sociu),  donif^tic,  and  individual  life 
of  tlie  Jew  and  Ucntik,  toiichft*  not  their  rexiwctivu  crrt-cla. 
Whore«t  he  w,  iu  whiitcver  land,  whatever  company,  whatcvt-r 
poHitioD,  tL  Hebrew  it>  known  u  a  Hebrew — and  lie  should  glory 
11)  that  distJnctioQ,  ordained  by  God  Himself  to  keep  His  peoplaj 
apart— ^hnuld  om  his  utmost  endeavour  to  preserve  that  dia- 
tinction— and  neither  bo  ashamed  of  it  himself,  nor  occasion 
others  to  look  down  upon  him  with  contempt.  Ih  can  retain 
all  the  characteristics  of  his  race  and  creed,  and  yet,  in  social, 
domestic,  and  individual  iKwitton,  be  one  with  the  children  ol 
that  lana  trhidi  has  received  the  exiles  to  her  fostering  brcut^ 
•nd  «tend«d  the  right  hand  of  feliuwship  to  all.  Let  u»  be 
Bnj^iah  men  and  English  women,  even  while  we  iitiU  glon  in 
Ijcins:  Hebrews.  The  union  is  perfectly  oom]>atil>le,  and  it 
woiihl  t«nd  to  our  wcial  happinesa  and  tlie  consolidation  of 
oar  national  unity.  Would  it  not  render  as  a  fimer,  nobler, 
because  a  more  conBolidated  man,  if  we  oould  forget  tlM 
djatbctions  of  German  and  Spanish,  and  Polish  and  Dutch, 
and  only  vie  with  each  other  to  be  a  noble  body  of  English 
Jewa,  and  mark  our  pre-cminenco  in  the  land  where  we  are 
Frbk  ?  Why  should  there  be  German  and  Spanieh  charities  * 
la  not  benevolence  open-handed,  universal,  nide-epreetding, 
Moraing  earthly  distincttoni),  and  onl^  seeking  whom  it  can 
befriend  T  Is  not  a  Hebrew  a  Hebrew  in  the  sight  of  God  and 
mait— «nd  why  tlteo  should  we  not  be  brothers  ?  Why  will 
not  tlw  Gennan  imitate  the  Spaniard  in  some  thinni,  and  tlie 
Spaniud  the  German  in  others,  andso  forget  the  idle  dutinetiona 
of  oar  oaptivity,  and  only  strive  to  become  Hebrews  as  our 
Bibles  teach,  and  Bngliihrncn,  as  a  love  for  our  adopted  oountry 
would  dictate.  How  glorious  would  he  that  consolidation,  that 
unity,  wliich.  thcmoment  a  JewofanylandaetsfiMtin  England 
tbete  to  make  hi*  honu^  would  hail  him  broth<:r,  aud  open  w 
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him  ftt  once  our  gyiuigo|pi«  and  oar  dmnties  vithoat 
qa<ctioD  u  to  what  eongng »tioa  ba  beloii^-d.  Hebnn  ud 
Bujiahmen — «<•  may  look  rooad  the  «o<rM.  but  what  pnmda 
titus  ou  be  our  o«  u  I 

Thi*  nuT  •eem  dignHwn  :  but  u  ««  proceed  wo  shall  iai 
it  not  so  WboLljr  ancoDii«ct«a  witb  our  mun  subject  w  it  mu 
KppMT.  Not  only  an  oar  todti  aod  domntic  oabits  inAuM 
with  the  iDKQii«n  aod  oastoma  of  tbo  luids  of  oar  OBptivity ; 
bnt  oar  mcDt«l  uid  spiritual  attainnwnts  an  in  soom  itfftt 
adTaoced  or  retrograded,  aoeordiug  to  the  mcfi«ur«  of  mantal 
and  spiritual  attammeots  id  oot  Gontilo  bretUreu.  Thuir 
eanly  exptainrd  by  comparing  our  MsitJons  tn  Italy,  in  KoMa, 
ID  mits  of  Gcmiaoy  ami  in  the  East ;  with  our  i>ositioii  in 
EiwUikI.  in  America,  in  Franco,  and  in  Belgium. 

Italy  is  still  plunged  in  moial  and  mental  darknem.  tit 
word  of  Godj  revealed  only  to  priests,  to  wbou  the  oonacicBOt* 
of  tb«  mnlbtude  are  eDtrast«d,  is  onknown,  and,  tn  oonas- 
qnenoe,  edicts  ar«  still  at  weak  against  us,  as  oppnanTt  aod 
degrading  as  in  the  middle  ages.  Rnssia,  iukTct  a  de^wt- 
soTcrcigo,  «iid  tin  enlightened  by  the  religiou  of  the  Prot«staat, 
tihicb,  fri>in  eonaidenog  the  Old  Teatanient  divine,  and  pcf- 
mittiug  its  f'enisal  bj  the  oiass,  cannot  fail  graatlr  to  bCMt 
the  Jew,  entirely  ]>reveuts,  by  a  jnvcarious  and  degndad 
pottilioD,  all  power  of  elevation  in  ite  Hebrew  subjccta  ;  and  m 
the  leaat,  even  imaginary  offences,  iwues  edicts  against  as  h 
horrible  as  any  of  less  enlightened  t^mes.*  Austria,  ondai 
Catbolio  dominion,  bj  a  most  extraordinary  contradictioa, 
ffnuita  a  barony  to  a  Jewish  family ;  and  yet,  if  we  an  b> 
Mliere  contcmporanr  trayellm,  »o  degrades  tlic  Jews  sa  a 
olaM,  that  tUetr  contution  is  litue  remored  from  most  aljjeet 
sUvcjy. 

lu  th«  E.'wt,  under  the  sunerstitioos,  and  opprcaerve  swaj  of 
Mabomedaiii.'  m,  tbe^*  are  still  constantly  liable  to  pctsecat)PD,t 
and  cruelty  too  Uomble  to  relate.  And  what  tlrau  ia  the  ooo* 
ditioD  of  our  baplcsa  brethren  in  tli«BeoppnssiQg  lands  ^  Still 
faithful  Hebrews  indeed,  willing  to  die,  or  worse,  to  sufl'i.'r  sack 
horrible  mental  and  physical  tortures  that  death  were  blii% 
tatbcr  than  give  up  one  item  of  tlioir  tr««sured  faith  ;  but  iha 
mind  is  cramped,  the  spirit  fettered,  the  soul  cannot  spctng 
ttpward,  in  that  mental  and  spirituaJ  communing,  oalf  to  ba 
*  TbB  Uto  Ukiwa. 
^  +TlioDiLmuauirm*Htiaof  ISM.  ■ 


OBUUS  IflWS. 


Kt 


tnnni  &mon^t  the  ft««;  nnd  God,  more  merciful  tb&D  man, 
<Ienifknda  ttot  what  Ilia  oroniscieDCp  knows  cannot  be  giTOn, 
GDongti,  thejr  arc  true  to  Him,  they  worship,  they  loye  Hira. 
The  power  to  Bpiritusliso  and  cnli;,'hcu  that  worship  by  rayn  of 
tDiD(C  «iil  b«  grnntttd  wh«n  Ilia  will  ntmovee  tbe  yoke,  now 
bowing  them  t«  tlic  cartK 

Id  QermaDv,  the  etat«  of  tbe  religion  eeems  stnogely  con-j 
tradictory.    Otir  most  learned  men  come  from  that  Uod.    Th« : 
spirit  of  their  faith,  in  some  few  quarters,  appears  awaking^  or] 
we  could   Dot  have  such    pi«BcIicia  as  Gotthold  Solomon, 
i'htltipson.  HirBch,  and  nthera;  and  )'ct  how  appalliog  is  th« 
iudiffcrcDtiem,  the  ratloDnlieni,  which  ftecma  to  compaaa,  as  a 
thick  mist,  the  greater  portion.     But  this  is  not  Judaism  :  it 
bas  its  origin,  exactly  as  we  have  otatetl.  in  the  spirit  of  tbe 
land  where  the  Hebrews  aro  sojoumeni     What  is  the  real  { 
religion  of  Germany?    A«k  the  enlightened  Protestant,  an 
be  will  tell  you  ;  but  too  often  rank  infidcliBin,  indilTeTenee.j 
Of  tJiat  religioD  wbicli  socks  to  do  away  with  revelation,  and 
feat  on  nature  (alas  for  such  delaai»n  l)  ;  and  fearful  ia  tbit 
amMKiation  for  the  Jew,  just  beginning  to  breathe  from  th« 
oppreeaive  horrors  of  persecution.     Better,  far,  even  occasional  j 
oppieaaion,  an  it  will  but  burst  the  bonds  of  that  deadeuingi 
stagnation ;   better  tbe  complete  and  visible  distinction  ofi 
«reedi>,  than  thut  fearful  inditlcrenc«  of  all,  which  appears  toj 
eharacterise  religion  in  Germany.   But  let  not  tbe  Gentile  seeh 
to  burden  JudaUm  with   the  indifference  of  tbe  Jews 
Oerra&ny,  or  tbe  Uebrew   may,  with  equal  justice,  bordenJ 
Chriftiatiity  with  tbe  indifference  and  infidcliaui  of  Christiana  ] 
in  the  ume  land.  I 

In  Prance,  the  Jews  are  tree,  enlightened,  earnest  Iiiaelite%| 
and  faithful  cititena ;  and  yet,  if  the  writer  of  the  review  ol4 
the  "  St>irit  of  Judaiam"  in  tbe  "  Archives,"  of  March,  184  j 
•uoke  tlie  sentiments  of  all  his  counlrj'men,  we  should  ttsXH 
tnat  equality  was,  in  aome  degree^  deadening  the  nationals 

Jjirit  of  religious  exchiaiveness,  wluch  ahould  ever  mark  ths  ' 
ew*    We  Miould,  indeed,  feel  and  act  tlie  part  of  faithful 

*  Tb«  EallowiDS  \*  tli«  fMijC  Id  quMllon  :—  *'  Miii  Mm  Aguilar 
drfpMM  iiaiit-4tr*  M  but,  •!  dttiM  wa  lU*  utiout  pour  le  niuntiiin  <lo  I'Hprit 
de  >Taduim,  «lle  D^lin  pufoit  VrOf  I'Mprit  da  tlt«)a.     Lm  Juih,  k  «■ 

ieui,  TormMit  noQ  MulnMnl  nil*  McM  k  pul  ;  lli  forOMat  aDMl  nne  nitioa 
p&((.  Due  mtioD  uptin,  •Idkni  r>tlci>tc  de  ion  IIJ«al»tiODlibiJntaar.,. 
La  Natimalilf  Jmit*  n'uuM  flmt.      Partout,  ct  ni4rue  d»D*  Im  coQtntM  o4ii 
•a  l*w  oouUaU  cBoon  1m  dr«tU  da  I'tiooima  at  du  oltojsn,  1m  JnlfeJ 
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citiMtu  wben  anefa  privileges  an  allowed  u* ;  tml 
not  to  oooaider  ouimTtm  so  compleUlr  cbildrvD  of 
as  to  {•.iTget  we  ■»  ehitdren  of  the  Lara.  That  ^irivilag*  cm 
ncTcr  haoag  to  the  luaton*  of  the  past,  at  tho  wntcr  eetaUf  in 
.  wme  dugrre,  to  MppoN.  We  mb  ncvur  be  otbsr  thao  a  duiioa 
nation — His  dxiMD  PMple ;  awl  so.  be  fitvonred  abore  erciy 
utioD  and  even  n&gioD  of  tho  worid.  Sarelj'  wa  can  unite 
thia  b^of  wiUi  toe  feuiags  of  a  Preocb  or  Eiigl^  citinn.  We 
do  not  require  the  saeri&M  of  Hut  one  to  fit  as  for  the  ntbft ; 
lor  the  more  we  felt  that,  aa  Hebrews,  we  are  ofaeriibed, 
equalised,  honounid,  the  more  ardent  would  become  our  loti 
for  the  land  gnntuiK  us  these  things,  the  more  eanert  uor 
desire  to  serve lier,  ua  her  children,  with  heart  and  hand. 

But  this  absenee  of  perOwt  aatianalit]',  if,  indeed  it  h 

exist,  is  attribatable,  not  to  inuMiieetioa  in  Judaism,  bol  to 

,  intimate  aaaociatioo  with  a  people,  whose  characteristic  is  ligtil- 

bearted  gaiety,  and  whose  very  religion  ia  duvo^  of  tb« 

solemnity  of  fonn.  and  sacredoees  of  restriction,  pecoliar  to 

Protestant  lands.   The  French,  as  a  nation,  are  tptrUtutit,  bit 

[Mt  ipiritaal.    The  freedom  and  equfklity   enjoyed   hr  the 

Freoch  Jewi^  haTe^  to  ind^e  by  their  liu^rature.  decidedly 

Bdvanoed  tbe  latter  quality.    Mind  and  spirit  are  both  iw- 

,  shackled ;  bat  it  is  neither  milikely  nor  unnatural,  that  thn 

klhould  in  some  degree  imbibe  tiic  fi^ht  ^Jrit  of  tbcir  Genlut 

(brethren,  and  so  appear  to  divest  thoir  faith  of  a  ]>ortiou  ef  iti 

■  Bore  solmBn  and  exclasiTc  attribiittM,  though  in  reality  Uwf 

•n  sanwst  and  faithful  Israelites  still. 

But  it  is  in  tbo  country  of  the  tnu,  not  of  tho  ncMMMf 

Protestant  that  the  Hebrew  is  at  rest,  and  where  his  reli^ 

will  attab  to  greater  vitality  and  strength  and  spiritoM^ 

than  in  any  other  land.    The  reason  for  this  is  obvjoas:  not 

only  because  in  real  Protestant  countries  penwoutiou  of  tbe 

^Jew  is  a  tiling  nnbesid  of,  and  never  has  aisted  from  Urn 

ttime  it  gaintyl  ssceodoncy,  bat  because  the  Prot«stsnt  religion, 

''~  its  morali^,  its  reverence  for  the  Old  Tostiunent,  its  so- 

Ofrledgment  of  the  Jews  as  tbe  chosen  people  i^  the  LonL 

spirituality,  it*  abhonenc«  of  all   image-wonhtp,  oconi 

^Bearer  the  f;>i>i(  of  the  Jewish  religion  than  any  other  owd ; 

itren  whilst  in  its  actual  doctrines,  that  of  a  trinity,  a  djring 

■'affomot  k  proQVcT  qu'ili  lont  ds  U  mini*  nalioa  ft*  omx,  4im  I 
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Snviour,  &n  iiirinit«  utonetnent,  »nd  oriKioal  8iD,  it  it  moAt 
wieMyntpottd;  but  Mtual  rrmi/.  abctolute  doctrine^  of  belief, 
are  of  Mr  \vm  inomeiit  in  a  multitude,  thau  tlie  ivirit  of  n 
fftitfa.  If  we  {Trewnt  tli«  AtluinaAJui  creed  Ui  fifty  inaividuHlp, 
tftbMi  from  mixed  nnlu,  it  i«  >i  quention  whether  ten  tiul  of 
th<;  fifty  will  tell  ynu  llint  they  believe  it  &i  it  HtAiid»,  or 
whether  they  have  not  inoilifie<l  it,  aoconliii^^  to  the  temficTiv- 
ment*  of  iudiTidiiftl  mind.i  and  the  rfa«<)iiiiiK  of  indivulual 
•tudiei;  mid  )'et,  they  would  shrink  in  horror  from  Ixiiig 
oonudered  any  thiuK  biit  earnenl  Pn>tc.itjtiit«  aiid  fkitliftS 
Cbrntiftliit.  Actual  belief  id  individual,  but  the  «pirit  of  k 
fnith  i«  univtrtal,  and  therefore,  in  relation  to  the  ponitioti  of 
the  Jens,  the  latter  w  of  infinitely  Biore  coiisequeDce  thiut  the 
fonner.  When  we  know  wid  perceive  that  the  whole  moral 
ftnd  spiritutl  vy^tem  of  tlie  Protestant  fiutli,  is  Hlendly  grafted 
on  the  nioml  and  spiritual  (not  the  cereiooniiJ)  revelatiun 
vouolmfed  to  Miu«t«,  and,  a*  in  the  latter  day*,  Himplified  to 
the  meuDest  nndentanding  by  our  cident ;  we  must  feel  »ali«Ged 
that  our  portion  must  be  infinitely  securer  and  happier,  than 
where  the  tplril  »f  &  religion  is  concealed  from  the  mnns,  and 
confined  to  their  («)  caUcd)  tpiritual  tencber*,  or  in  those 
lands  whete  the  mural  laws  are  totallir  distinct  from  our  owo. 
Let  me  repeat,  aod  enforce  thla  rqwtition,  tliat  by  the  s|>iritual 
^tem  common  to  the  Protostants  aod  Jews,  I  do  nut  iu  the 
Teiy  leaat  allude  trj  doctrinal  points,  for  in  our  arliclt*  of  ctmxI 
m  are  uittrij/,  tatirtiu,  and  tuatuarily  oppoKcJ  ;  but  Nimplj 
to  the  mutual  belief  of  immortality,  oud  Uiat  heaven  is 
infinitely  preferable  to  earth  ;  to  our  muluallv  binding  laws. 
"  Tbou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God,  witli  all  lliy  sotil,  and  all 
thy  might ;  and  thou  &halt  love  tliy  neighbour  as  tbreclf;"  to 
both  being  oommanded  to  practise  charity,  modesty,  liumility. 
brotherly  love,  forgiveness  of  injurira,  uuquestioning  faith,  and 
child-Like  obedience.  It  would  detain  us  Um  long  to  dilate  on 
all  tii«  points  on  which  wc  a^ce ;  points,  it  would  be  well  for 
both  parties  to  ponder  on  more  frequently,  but  which  too  often 
become  invisible,  from  the  too  oft«u  haughty  arrogance  of  the 
Christian,  refusing  to  us  the  very  pnTilegee,  spiritual  and 
Hkoral,  which  he  has  derived  from  us  alone ;  and  from  the 
BMce  charitable,  but  equally  mistaken,  seeking  our  convenioD, 
■•  tlie  only  meam  of  our  ^Aivation  and  of  our  attaining  a  tine 
knowledge  of  God,  when,  Trom  us,  and  us  alone,  tlteir  kiioirledf[e 
of  the  Kt«nial,  and  their  hopes  of  heaven  are  derived. 
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Bnt  while,  fmm  Ui«  ^rit  pernding  PratesUint  Un 

3iiril  »firin)png  from  Hit  nmpl^  biit  important  fact,  tlut  f... 
IBLS,  Ui«  wnoLK  Bible,  ih  opco  to  ricti  nod  poor.  priBor  ud 

Milt,  mnn,  iromiui,  ud  child),  oar  eocial  tx-sition  im  »rcurt, 

1  «•  B«8iinilat<>  more  eloecl^  to  our  Geiitilf  brother — Irt  it 
.  be  forgottffl,  thnt  oor  i>t>iTitua1  position  is  b«j^in  with  more 
ngtrtlun  wlu'ti  ihc  <tilTrr('iicc«  betfff«n  our  holy  rrligiiM 
1  thiit  of  i>tli.Tnntion«  were  more  Btroogly  marked.  Would 
be  Ismi-Iito  ii)ilt»(l,  VK  must  study  the  do€tr\n«$  and 
[adhere  to  tl»e  fffrma  as  well  as  be  inftised  with  the  Mnrit  of 
our  fiiith.  We  must  learu  in  what  we  differ  so  widely  ivm 
our  Geutile  brother,  that,  vrhile  we  acknowledge  the  bum 
moral  law,  and  c]C]>cricncc  the  snme  Ei)iritual  aspiratione,  then 
ahould  ha  such  an  iiupn^fuble  harrier  between  us,  tliat  we  mv^t 
ever  keep  apart,  guarded  as  by  invulaerahle  ouul  from  tbe 
constant  attempts  t»  Inte  as  from  our  creed.  The  more  chwly 
we  examine  and  study  our  own  faith,  and  in  riper  ye*n  the 
more  we  look  into  the  religion  of  other  creeds,  the  more  eleulf 
■ball  we  nndentaod  the  vital  points  of  diflerettce,  and  th* 
verr  many  of  ^neemeot,  and  we  shall  rise  from  such  stodf 
wttn  lore  tenfold  increased  towards  our  own  faitb.  and  ofaaiitr 
redoubled  towards  our  Gentile  brethren. 

If  then,  as  all  will  agree,  tbe  cauie  of  tbe  mtpcrior  enlEdttvD* 
Bient,  freedom,  raorelity,  and  charity  of  Protestant  lawhi 
originaten  in  the  fad  of  their  poMetoing  and  believing  aaa 
ptraching  the  sjurit  or'  the  whole  biblb — dot*  aa  well  aa  llifin 
— it  is  clearly  evident  why  the  Hebrew  in  such  lands  can  bocc«H 
Df>re  Rpiritiial,  more  eameet,  and  more  exalted  mentally  asd 
individunlly.  In  the  6rst  place  beisr&Bil  and  the  mind  akd 
epint,  released  from  the  shaoklee  of  daHcnns  and  peneeutioi^ 
3an  once  more  resume  tlie  native  dignity  and  mental  suporiflHtj, 
and  spiritual  aspirations,  poculiar  to  his  race  and  creed,  and 
which  through  long  ogra  oT  oppression  were  invisible  indeed, 
Irat  never  Wt.  In  the  next,  oe  mingles  with  the  people,  frst, 
enlightened,  spiritual,  moni,  booevofont,  become  so,  tntm  the 
spirit  of  the  Mune  moral  law  as  guides  himself;  and  tb* 
atmosphere,  conscnial  to  his  native  tastes  and  native  feelingi, 
inspires  him  with  a  spirit  of  nationality  and  elevation,  which 
circumstances  have  long  denied  him,  but  to  which  he  retnni 
with  z<?at  and  eamretnera,  gUd  to  buret  from  tht  stagoating 
indifference  which  is  the  unavoidable  sucoeator  of  fanit  "~~  ~ 
jKreecution. 
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m  have  eodckvouTed  to  ihoir,  the  loeUl  and 
1t^  my,  the  rety  obanoter  of  the  Hsbnm,  miut, 
during  their  oaptivity,  in  mmc  dogn»e,  be  modiflud,  nllered, 
infiucd,  Mconling  to  the  m«nncn^  oustonu  »n<l  clinr  -itrrUtica 
of  the  n&tions  in  which  we  are  cftptiv<:<,  vn-ti  while  ^l1lr  faith 
and  its  holjr  ordiiumccn  still  mark  us  m  u  {K-oplu  nput,  n  (li»- 
tanct  and  never  Msimilating  nation ;  it  is  forcibly  evident, 
that  the  Israelites  in  England  hare  greater  advantages,  otid 
more,  titcrofore,  is  demanded  from  them,  than  in  any  other 
Ifttid  (America,  perhaps,  alone  excepted).  Of  America,  as  ft 
Bution,  we  know  not  enough  to  attempt  discnwnon  on  her 
dom<^tic  character  and  habiu,  and  how  such  may  impruve  the 
character  of  her  aJdopted  children.  The  Hebrew's  odvantagea 
in  that  land,  mar:'  niiinorous  oren  than  in  Biiglaud,  consist  in 
pterroct  freedom,  so  that  neither  civil,  military,  nor  naval  dift- 
abilicira,  interfere  with  his  elev»tion  in  any  art,  science,  or 
profe^oD  to  which  his  talents  point ;  thus  neither  persecution 
nor  interference  oan  prevent  nia  guiding,  not  only  hia  public 
adben:noe  to  hia  religion,  bat  tne  sanctity  of  bis  huuse. 
ftooording  to  tlie  domestic,  as  well  as  social  and  ceremonial 
laws  of  M<»ea ;  and  he  is  free  to  become  mentally  and 
«]>iTituaUy  elevated,  and  to  raise  the  name  of  Israelite  by  deed 
K«  wirll  aii  fikitb — tbeee  are  his  advantages  in  America :  and 
fearTiil  in  hia  reipoit^ibility,  if  he  panes  tbem  by  annoed. 

But  on  tlie  cliaracter  of  the  EoKliah  there  is  do  darknens  in 
^_ir  nuad — integrity — honour — solidity — reserve,  which  onl^ 
rendeta  his  fHcniuhtp  when  ^ven  more  worthy — a  lofty  spint 
of  independence  a»d  cnn»ctoaancM  of  his  own  poaitJon,  as 
distinot  from  tlie  radical  contemner  of  diflerinR  ranks  as 
respect  is  from  servility— bcnevolenoe— domestic  virtue,  which, 
in  either  man  or  woman,  muxt  make  home  iiappy— inh-llect 
and  genius,  which  can  only  breathe  in  (reedom— ^uch  ore  the 
chsracteriBtics  of  the  Engti)<h ;  and  if  they  fail  in  tiie  sparkling 
Tiraeity  and  apparent  warmth  of  the  Fr«uch,  the  artistic 
genius  and  etrnng  passions  of  the  Italians,  the  mnae  and 
metaphysics  of  the  Germans,  surely  they  have  qualities  luflS- 
cient  of  their  own,  to  make  as  tr>uy  love  the  land,  and  thank 
God  that  Ho  has  granted  His  captives  ao  secure  and  blescd  a 
nst  Nobly,  then,  in  England  may  Judaism  make  moniJisat 
her  »i)iritual,  her  elevating  influence  on  the  characters  of  her 
children :  for  the  mannen  and  costoms  of  her  Gentile  brethren 
in  this  bl«»ed  Und,  instead  of  infusing  chAracteristics  foreign 
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Co  Uw  Jfrir,  will  Imt  forward  )m  adraiM  in  the  m»U  of  Wm,' 
recall  erery  tnini>r  mor&l  Uw,  wliich  oppreBnoo  bad  HniifcrH 
lad  enc-iurage  every  elevftting,  hnattwriot,  uu)  uit«ll«ct«u 
|xiw«r,  ahich,  in  Um  eras  of  persecatiaD  UM  daricDen,  HRUd 
to  bare  departed.  The  wn  of  litoet  inaj  now  esltiTate  tJa 
int«Ilev!t  and  );eninB  natnral  ia  bis  diatin^uhed  noe.  Ho  can 
now  prove,  tiiat  if  ever  he  were  debased,  it  was  not  lii»  raligido, 
bat  tfae  slamy  of  oppt^Kion,  vhicb  was  at  bolt;  if  etir 
HHtituality  eeemed  to  nave  departed,  tortare  had  baiushnl  it 
mmi  his  heart — but  that  once  free,  it  was  tite  life,  tho  bresth, 
the  ^lurf  of  bis  faith  ;  that  without  it  Judaism  wu  Dot 
Jqdawn,  but  a  lifeless  womhip,  only  rendered  aooeptable  bf 
olwdienue  in  the  midst  of  woe.  And  what  mav  aot  Im 
Women  of  Israel  become  in  this  thrice  blceaed  land  ?  Mneh, 
much  to  recall  what  they  have  been,  and  to  shadow  foitli  what 
th«y  will  \k  ! 

At  length  we  have  reached  llie  point  at  which,  thronghovl 
this  concludinft  period,  we  hare  aimed,  and  towards  which  ill 
our  remarks  have  tended.  In  every  other  country  Imt  Eoflaiul 
and  America,  Htill  Ungeriiw  KHtTictwoa,  or  characteratMt 
pwullar  to  the  children  of  the  Mil,  may  prevent  or  retard  ths 
spiritual  and  ilome«tio  ffmoea  which  arc  tlie  woman  of  Imd'i 
own — and  of  which,  however  deadcaod  by  circunurtueei, 
nothing  can  deprive  her ;  but  in  Bogbuid  and  Ajmerioa  ihiM 
can  be  cultivatcl,  fostered,  and  so  displajned,  as  to  marii:  to 
the  whole  (Sentile  world  our  national  pnvil^es,  our  Horad 
dotiee,  and  uur  immortal  hope.  We  have  seen,  mm  the  vtiy 
eoniBieDcin|  of  our  creation,  tlw  natonl  podtioii  of  tin 
gnnted  gins,  and  inherited  failings  of  our  sex.  We  have 
looked  with  an  aBshrinking  gaze  on  every  mention  of  wooaB 
in  the  word  of  our  Qod,  from  the  mother  of  the  whole  buHO 
taoe,  and  the  anceatrrases  of  Israel,  to  the  female*  under  the 
law,  and  the  beautiful  captive,  br  woom  a  nation  wu  pnaarved 
fron  death ;  we  have  gone  Btifl  further  from  tlw  roootds  «i 
Joaeplius,  to  draw  forth  eveiy  mention  of  our  noble  tiifftfrtffH 
that  we  mi^t  learn  their  domestic  and  tooia]  positioa  at  a 
time  when  inspired  historians  were  silent ;  we  have  scanned 
every  statute,  evety  htw,  alike  tn  tJie  words  of  Moses,  and  ia 
their  aimptifjang  commentary  by  our  clden ;  and  the  roiaU 
of  such  examination  has  been,  we  trust,  to  ooovince  eveiy 
woman  of  Israel  of  her  immortal  destiny,  hur  solemn  reepoosi- 
Ulity,  and  her  elevated  poaitioD,  alike  bf  the  coaunand  ol 
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Ood,  ud  the  willing  &cquieaceDM  of  b«r  brother  idul  I'bkt  tr 
say  \vn  deroffatonr  ana  contradiotory  to  the  at«tu>o  ■Muncd 
htr  beEbre  Ooa  aaa  man,  by  the  merciful  pniTtdeitoe  oT  oar 
Fctbsr  ia  He*v«n,  Aavt  itullicd  our  hooMctttds,  tbey  coma 
fton  tb*  darkeiMd  e^m  of  batbnnsm  and  penecutioo,  the 
qiirit  of  which  nntuTftlly  litMSod  the  minils  of^thu  cAptivcs.  u 
well  aa  of  the  cnptont — utiil  )iavc  iieitlicr  authority  ant  weight. 
Tbe^  have,  indeed,  cvlt  hixn  hut  would  ;  for  if  we  tan  th* 
Jewuh  hoascholda,  in  fvcrj  ag^,  wc  ehall  find  tho  mothetSi 
and  wires,  and  danghtcra  of  Israrl  treated  with  »ach  uufailing 
tespect,  t«ndcmeG8,  and  consideration,  as  wodM  shjune  the  homee 
<rf  many  a  Gentile  land.  We  can  find  not  the  very  faintest 
evidence  of  debasing  or  restricting  laws :  and  once  canvinoed, 
as  surely  we  must  bo,  that  in  the  aght  of  God  the  women  of 
Israel  are  cfaeriahed,  loved,  provided  for,  as  He  urovided  for 
none  other ;  and  in  the  sight  of  man  are  elevaten,  respecbed, 
and  fostered  in  everv  relation  of  life ;  must  we  not  think 
«Bnieatly  and  deeply  now  best  to  make  manifest  our  own  eon- 
netMMi  of  oar  spiritual,  social,  and  domestic  responaibilitiea ; 
and  by  our  superiority  in  holintes,  and  in  every  virta«  that 
nakes  home  nappy,  and  our  aex  beloved,  prov«,  far  mor« 
forcibly  than  the  most  eloquent  word.s,  the  titter  falsity  of 
ttw  duige  ac*uut  ua,  ana  that  Judaism,  indeed,  givct  w 
•Umneed. 

Aooording  to  our  ancient  fathers,  whose  opinion  is  evidontl* 
fimnded  on  out  holy  law,  the  mission  of  tiie  women  of  Israd 
ia  odncntion  ;  and  this,  even  aa  in  olden  times,  we  can  Htill 
tKomplisfa.     We  have  written  so  much  on  this  all-important 

Kint  in  our  notice  of  Joohobed.  and  again  in  the  "  Martvr 
other,"  that  little  is  needed  in  addition  now  :  but  eariMsuy 
ve  would  entreat  our  sisters  in  Israel  to  comjiare  their  lot 
with  that  of  those  hapless  wives  and  mothers,  who,  in  the 
middle  ue^  continually  beheld  their  sons  and  daughters 
ROMlcbed  nram  them  and  forcibly  baptised,  or  mardered  before 
tlteir  very  eyes ;  and,  somewhat  latet,  were  compelled  to  send 
them  to  convents  and  monastic  schools  for  education,  im- 
planting, sA  they  could,  the  religion  of  their  fathers.  At  the 
time  of  their  ex]>ulaion  from  SpaiQ,  and  when  r«s«hing  the 
town  of  Pes,  they  hojied  their  sulferiugs  wen  oomiDg  to  a 
close,  a  pirate  lur«d  150  Jewish  yoatha  on  boud  hia  ship,  and 
in  the  very  sight  of  the  distracted  parmtt  let  sul,  and  sold 
Utem  H  uares  in  sumu  distant  port     In  Fortn^  the  youths 
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von  Ittftiaed  hj  force,  ftod  dnftod  off  to  the  anwlia 
l»liLDd  at  fit.  Thuaas :  aod  id  Um  nitga  of  BnnuiucI,  eoD-iB^n' ' 
(rf  PerdiDaud  and  halioUa.  tbc  Jvws  wen  not  oolr  ordend  la 
qnit  ihu  kingdom  eenenllx  ^y  *  ccruin  day,  out  a  aemt 
plict  iaased,  that  «fl  the  cfaildnn  uoder  fourt«ea  jnean  of  mt 
should  be  torn  from  Uw  amu  of  their  poivnte,  and  iTiapnrsrf 
tlmufth  the  kingdom,  to  b«  htptbta  and  bruugfat  nn  m 
Ohristiaos.  The  awful  wcrct  tianBpized,  and  lest  it  iiboda  bt 
fniatrated,  was  inatantlj-  pat  into  execution.  ^Miat  womu  d 
Inael,  be  she  mother,  fista,  or  childless  wife,  can  imagioe  iht 
terror  of  this  awful  edict — can  portray,  in  hor  fancy,  not  only 
the  hsflMB  children,  torn  (irom  their  mothera  by  brauj  saTayei, 
but  their  mothera  themsclvoi,  rendered  deeperate  hj  tb 
a^ouing  altemative,  Ihrowinf  their  offspring  into  welu  aad 
nrere,  destro^ng  them  with  their  own  haul's,  and  yet  iwtU 
her  whule  beiog  qoiver  witli  the  burst  of  tbaokajinng,  tiut  n 
Huie  lands  th^  awful  days  are  paat.  Ever  aodaiMni,  iiidM^ 
comes,  oTen  now,  the  low  groan  of  Jewish  Bufferiojc  bcM 
distant  shores  Damascus,  Rtuaia,  Mogadore,  wiibia  Um  bM 
■eren  nan,  have  vied  with  the  opptflBsive  orueltiei  otf  In^ 
|lHt  lup — oniettica  at  which  ewnr  mother'a   heart  naU 

JoaJte,  awl  which  bid  every  woman  of  Israel  ding  oloHtr  uA 
loser  yet  to  thaw  Dobler  lands  that  give  her  a  pMoefal  faooM^ 
snd  M  gnuit  the  sweet  charities  of  life,  and  to  the  afliRotMU 
rittdity  and  joy. 

Even  when  the  tempeet^loods  of  penecntioa  hare  fumai 
awur,  the  sniritaal  atnosfihere  for  lite  Jewish  captives  b 
deadened  aod  stsgnatcd  by  restncting  cUa»vs,  whicli,  dlrwtly 
contnulictory  to  the  spirit  of  JodaiMti,  muat  have  origioatea 
in  former  oppressive  avcrct*,  altlioiigh,  as  the  decrees  tlwD- 
•elves  have  been  removed  (though  not  their  oonsequeoceaj  the 
teligioQ  is  faUely  sappoeed  ittelf  to  be  the  cause.  In  aoiu 
parta  of  Germany,  for  instance,  young  unmarried  females  an 
forbidden  to  woreltip  in  the  synagogue»— it  being  ooiuidetBd 
iDdeoonms  to  make  their  appearance  there,  onless  en(;8igad  or 
wedded.  There  may  be  otaer  customs  equslly  eoslavug;  bat 
wc  are  cautious  in  repeatiog  any  but  tooae  we  tmow  to  be 
tnie.  We  see  they  are  the  retuuauts  of  <^pKssion,  not  the 
ordinances  of  tlie  reli;^i<in,  by  the  ample  net,  that  wbem  wr 
are  free,  the  women  uf  Inrael  take,  utunieetioned,  the  place 
both  in  the  syDogogue  and  in  the  bouwhold,  usigited  then  by 
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WLen,  tbcrcforo,  we  rodent  od  thcw  Uiings,  and  then  on 
the  spirit  aw&kcning  in  BogUnd,  America,  th«  Culouies, 
Prance,  and  no  doubt  in  many  portii  of  otLor  Und«  (tbou{^, 
irorking  secretly  and  almoBt  uncons-ciouslr,  as  all  improTemmts 
do  St  nnt,  ««  mo  it  not  so  broadly  flnstung  aa  in  the  abore- 
itamed  lands) :  shall  we  Dot  a«  a  bndy  do  all  we  can  to  fonrard 
aod  Goofinn  toe  advante^  proffered  ?  Fifty  yean  ago,  from 
Um  still  lingering  dT«ad  of  mposing  our  peculiar  tenets  to 
members  of  other  creeds,  Judaism,  thongh  taitbfuUy  folknred, 
sad  all  ita  ordinances  obeyed,  never  found  voice  in  our  lioiu^ 
holds,  much  Ie88  in  more  public  places  of  wonhin ;  we  dared 
not  speak  or  writ«  of  it,  Ic-st  uuiriltiugly  we  shoula  offend,  and 
■0  be  exposed  again  to  the  horrore  of  persecution.  Waa  it 
marvel,  ihen,  that  we  were  Jews  only  because  our  fathers  vttn, 
aod  that  the  vital  spirit  of  piety  seemed  dead  withia  tu  T 
Jadging  ^m  ua  at  tlutt  time,  ve  do  not  woader,  that  nms 
more  entiKlit«ned  of  the  Gentiles  shoold  prouoUDoe  the  Jewuh 
zeligioii  to  be  void  of  all  spirituality,  ana  sa  a  lif^na  wonhipi. 
They  could  know  nothing  of  uh  but  what  they  saw  ;  and  the/ 
weie  not  likely  to  look  so  deep  as  to  behold  the  origin  of  this 
Btagnation,  iu  tlte  stupifyiug  terror  and  ever  preacnt  dread  of 
opprenive  perwontioD.  But  now,  if  we  do  not  labouT  heart 
and  soul  to  make  manifest  that  our  religion  is  the  moHt  spiritual, 
most  life-breathing,  comfort-giring  religion  of  any,  over  the 
known  world,  tlie  fault  is  with  ux  anci  u«  olooe.  Wc  need  no 
longer  be  Jews,  because  our  fathent  were.  In  the  synagoguo 
our  rctigion  is  tangbt ;  in  our  hoiudiolds  the  Bible  is  our  com- 
panion ;  our  daugntcn  as  well  as  our  sons  an  inatructcd  as 
our  Great  Lawgiver  himadf  eommaiidod. 

In  Prance,  in  some  parts  of  Germany,  in  some  of  the 
Colonies,  and  in  one  Bynagii^c  of  Enghmd.  girls,  as  wall  as 
boys,  are  examined  in  their Taitb,  and  admitted  to  tlie  beauUfal 
tito  of  oonfinoatioD  ;  and  this  we  foresee  will  firadually  extend 
over  alt  our  oongiegations.  The  Elebnew  taognage  is  now 
tao^t,  studied,  known  as  any  other  modem  tongue.  The  time 
may,  nay  it  WU.L  come,  though  it  seems  a  wild  dream  now, 
when  it  shoU  again  be  the  language  of  the  Israelites,  not  aloasj 
wherein  to  pray,  but  to  converse,  and  write,  as  the  vcrnacul 
idiom  of  the  lands  in  which  we  are  Bojoumers.  Our 
eaually  with  our  boys,  are  attaining  real  grammatical  know! 
ot  this  most  glorious  language,  and  in  Umr  ytwth  are  th 
imbibing  treasures,  which,  when,  in  their  tuni,  they  become 
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roothen,  will  be  imparted  to  tbeir  children,  und  to  muk  ' 
flora  tli«ir  earliest  iufutcj*  Hebrew,  as  well  m  Eagliib,  VnaA^ 
nr  Gi-rni»i.  To  oat  daughters,  u  CO  our  kmu,  the  BibU  ■ 
UBMaled  i  »nd  its  exiibualioo  is  fearitaslv  giren  bjr  tuuj'  • 
JtmiA  preiich«r.  Boolu  of  Jewtsli  sacied  litcratarc  an  tmaa 
in  tho  TcrnMtilu  of  the  iu&d)-  lands  of  our  captmtjr,  ■od 
the  time  ii  gooe  by  when  m&n  mlKbt  few  to  call  hunaelf  a  Jew. 
In  th«  eountrim  to  often  quoted,  the  more  a  Hvbrew  nqiaeli 
hiB  ereod,  tho  more  he  it  re^>ect«d ;  the  muro  Gpintoallj  e» 
liffblened  he  is  id  the  doctrinm,  tlio  ordinanoea,  the  oomaandi 
of  his  own  religion,  the  more  will  he  6m\  himself  appredatid 
and  rained  hjr  the  ^ritual-mimlnl  of  even  opposing;  craedti 
and  the  mote  nniveKal  will  be  his  brotherly  love,  for  the  Iw 
dameroos  will  be  social  iDteroouise. 

Will  aot  then  the  women  of  Israel  do  all  they  can  to  pivi* 
how  deeply  and  earnestly  they  feci  tbeae  thiaga  T  They  an 
free  now,  not  only  to  believe  and  obey,  bat  to  study  and  spnk 
of  their  glorious  faith.  To  look  tbeinselTea  within  tlMnrwMi^ 
and  read  there  the  fonndation  for  all  which  we  have  BooAt 
humbly,  yet  mocit  heartfully,  to  bring  before  them.  To  fiadia 
^at  ceMcleas  fountain  of  liriog  waten^  not  alooe  thai 
privileges  as  women  of  Israel,  hut  all  of  atietisth,  conJuft, 
peace,  immortal  hop^  and  earthly  guidance,  wnicb  as  weak 
mil  women,  they  ao  impetativuly  need.  Will  they  tut  theu 
come  there,  and  oeholdiag  not  only  their  nxponsibilities  aad 
their  duties  hut,  iu  the  prophets,  their  sins  in  the  Past  and 
their  destiny  in  the  Future,  do  all  they  can  to  brBak  from  the 
oat  and  forward  the  other  >  To  cultivate  with  heuL  too),  ttd 
ini);ht,  alt  those  spintual,  mcnul,  and  acconplined  gnflM 
which  should  be  every  woman's,  and  yet  more  strikingly  trciy 
woman's  who  calls  bcoaelf  of  Israel  ? 

Id  very  many  lands  of  their  ca^ivity,  it  ia  folly  {n  tUr 
power  so  to  do.  even  if  it  wen  poanUe,  yet  more  so  than  meai 
foT  (he  ofdinaiioes  and  oommaads  of  onr  holy  faitli  int«ifan 
much  l«a  with  woman's  retired  path  of  dooieetic  potsuita  and 
pleasares,  than  with  the  mote  pnblio  and  morw  ambitMUt 
«aiear  of  mao.  Her  doty  is  to  make  home  happy ;  kr 
miaaoB,  to  iwCwncs  man,  uike  in  the  relative  dutiea  <n  motlw 
to  her  son,  wtfe  to  her  bn&band,  aister  to  her  brother,  and,  ia 
bcrovn  person,  to  upraise  the  holy  cause  of  a  relicioo.  wbuk, 
ftoM  its  jnn  spirituality  and  long  eoDecalment.  is  by  tae  mnl* 
Utode  mnondontood,  vilified,  and  charged  with  aaiui  Calao  ae* 
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cusations  as  only  acu  cui  removo.  Som«t]uD|;  mora  ia  needed 
for  the  elovadoD  of  our  faith,  than  wen  mftkioK  it  known 
tlkTough  books  (though  that  may  acconipliriti  oiiicU).  We  muEt 
prove  the  euponority  of  oar  guiding  law,  by  the  Hipcriority  al 
our  ovn  oonauct,  a^  wooieu  of  Iiirael,  in  our  own  houses. 

To  obtain  tliia  superiority,  is  t«  become  more  kpibjtdal  ; 
foi  in  that  single  word  every  feminine  grace  and  Jewish 
requi^te  is  comprised.  Let  a  woman  truly  and  sincerely  love 
bei  God,  feet  that  His  image  is  in  her  heart,  that  she  can  bring 
Him  so  close  to  her,  that  her  every  thought,  her  evei;  aEpir»- 
tion,  ter  every  joy,  as  well  as  every  prayer  and  sorrow,  can  bt 
traced  up  to  Ilim,  and  we  need  not  fear  that  she  will  ever  &il 
in  her  duties  either  to  Hiui  or  to  man,  in  His  service  or  in  her 
home.  Once  thk  spiritual  lave  obtained,  and  a  halo  is  thrown 
over  her  whole  life,  be  it  one  of  sorrow  or  of  joy.  His  Law 
becomes  ^t  of  her  very  being ;  she  could  not  disobey  it, 
witliout  diKitiuyiiig  ttie  gracioat  Father  and  Lord  wbom  Hbe 
loves  better  thau  tuirKoIf.  She  will  love  all  mankind,  tiiink 
«vil  of  now  (without  mighty  cauxu),  for  tliey  are  Hi«  ohildren, 
created  in  His  ima^  Slic  will  love  tlie  ties  of  home,  her 
parents,  hucband,  cbildren,  brothers  and  aisten,  witik  int«iiaest 
and  most  endeariug  love,  for  He  has  panted  them,  and  filled 
her  glowing  heart  wiUi  the  sweet  emotaons  which  love  in  If  in 
-creates.  Sm  will  regard  death  for  herself  as  yet  more  happy 
than  life,  for  then  she  wilt  be  with  her  Qod,  and  her  beloved 
onc«,  for  uveimore  undisturbed  by  «n  or  doubt,  or  fear  or  woe; 
and  for  those  slie  lovtvs,  witli  human  tulfi^ring  indeed,  for  such 
we  are  p<'rmitted  and  cncountgcd  t^  fcvl,  but  still  with  the 
linii  conviction  that  for  thorn  nil  must  bo  joj*,  for  tlwy  an 
with  God,  and  in  spirit  with  her  still.  She  will  think  lew  of 
the  Univc  on  Earth,  than  of  the  Soul  in  Heavoa.  She  will 
feel  inik-ed  the  blank  within  her  home,  but  sbo  will  rtaliw  in 
bcr  heart  of  hearts  the  blessed  conviction,  that  if  Earth  haa 
one  less.  Heaven  has  one  more,  and  becomes  with  each  that 
departs,  a  dearer,  more  longed-fnr  home.  She  will  look  on  the 
meanest  Sower,  the  humblest  bird,  even  aeon  the  loftiest 
things  of  nature,  with  that  peculiar  feeling  which  tiu  poet 
ilescribcs  in  those  exquisite  tines, 

"Tliknk*  U  ItM  buavko  bawt  b;  winek  v*  lit*, 
TliKoli)  to  iu  undMnan,  iu  jon  aod  ht,n. 
To  ni«,  llis.mcaiiMt  Somr  wniA  blow^  oui  bring 
niouKhla  thtX  do  oftan  tia  too  dasp  for  tun  ;" — 
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bMsQie  ahe  feela  them  tl>«  vork  of  her  Patltn-  ui  bem^' 
cr«at<d  u  raach  for  h«r  indiviil<ul  joy  and  tlumlcsgirin^ 
for  the  tDultitudtt*,  who  ia  Uie  Part  iLnd  th«  Ptnant  and 
Fatare  hare  gunl,  &ad  will  HtJll  gue  upcm  the  same. 

Thid  is  to  M  cpirituAl — thii  U  to  be  lui  I«ra«tite— tliis  it  tt 
be  WOXAX  t  We  are  quite  nwarc  thftt  many  of  our  Edt'SA 
nadtn  will  exolxim,  "  Wliy,  thi«  is  to  be  Chmtian !  ud 
nfiua  to  believe  tbat  such  eniDtioDa  coti  hnve  existence  in  a 
Jewish  heut.  While-  uur  Jewish  nwlns  will,  io  eanwqneuc^ 
nfiute_  to  (Mick  it*  attAinincnt,  becauM,  if  it  ratei^ilv 
ChnBtiuiit}',  it  cannot  be  Jvwiiib ;  bnth  parties  ohonug  to 
htgtb  that  the  sptiirr  of  their  widely  diffeiinff  oraodi  hn 
exwtljr  the  Bame  origin,  the  word  of  God ;  ^wooa  all  of 
(%rigliaoj^,  save  ita  doctrine  of  belief  onzinaUv  oubo. 

Let  those  who  deny  q>iritualily  to  hracT,  and  doelait  that 
it  is  only  from  aaaoeiatioa  with  the  Chriatiac,  and  readi^ 
Christian  books,  that  we  think  of  spirituali^  at  all,  read  tht 
morality  of  tho  Tnlmiid  even  if  thev  can  only  prooure  thon 
eztiacte  in  the  Hebrew  Review ;  and  nnteat  reaolred  to  retaia 
their  opinion  in  the  very  face  of  oonviotioQ,  they  mutt 
acknowledge  that  from  dh  all  tbetr  spirituality  came,  and  thil 
if  we  are  re-awakening  to  ita  sabliEoe  call,  it  is  not  from  i^ 
■ooiatioD  with  them,  but  from  peac*  and  freedom,  permittii^ 
Bfl  once  more  to  hoiioar  the  Lord  aa  oar  God,  aod  giring  na  thnea 
extracta  from  our  venerable  teacher*,  whteh  abow  tia  in  what 
ligiit  they  rt^rd  the  oriliiXLiiccs  of  the  Lord.  We  will  qoote 
cne  puiage,  eraa  at  the  risk  of  being  tlionght  tedioua,  ineKly 
to  prore  our  a»eTt»on,  thai  •piTittinlit^-  was  the  very  breath  ci 
our  rvligion ;  and  lu>w,  in  fact,  could  it  be  otherwise  whm  it 
oamiv  direct  from  the  revelation  of  the  Lord  ? 

"  Man  is  to  impreae  hia  mind,  ti<it  ichaUe^  A#  dott.  i*t»U 
witM  tAa  intmthn  to  ^ori/y  Ait  Creator.  His  rising,  hia  walk- 
iuL  hit  Bpccoh,  und  all  hia  occupations,  are  to  hare  that  tim. 
ytata  eating,  drinking,  indul^ng  in  affection,  hia  parpoet  U 
fmtA  to  be  the  mere  gratification  of  hia  desires.  Hia  food  b 
tnerely  to  be  wholesome  and  nouii^ug,  far  remored  from 
luxury.  Id  love  he  is  to  reooilect  lU  end  and  aim.  Bren 
when  be  lice  don-n  to  sleep,  it  is  to  be  with  the  intentwa  to 
arise  cheerful  aod  refreshed  for  the  service  of  hb  Creator,  and 
thus,  even  the  act  of  sleep  will  be  an  act  of  worship  (o  his 
Creator,  for  our  rabbies  aay,  Ltt  iStaim^aUUumaMfUrliiiftt 
be  tht  glory  of  tht  Deity.     And  ihua  Solomoa  aaya.  In  alt  tkt 
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tcvty*  ackiuneUdffe  Bm,  uid  He  sUaU  direct  thy  patbg."* 
A^D,  we  are  commudcd  to  H«Mint«  irith  the  pioua  nud 
«iec,  in  order  to  Immi  tbeir  wnjrB;  u  it  is  HaiH  in  tlic  Lkw,  j-o 
sbalf  Bttocli  Tounelvee  to  Him,  you  Hbnll  attach  ytmruff  to 
weiytMng  that  leadt  to  Him,  sanctity  and  perfection.  And 
■gMD,  after  meet  mioate  dircctioos,  as  to  tfie  forgivvncm  of 
icguries,  aod  battishment  of  inward  rvscntmcnt,  wen  to  ita 
being  sinful  for  tnan,  when  he  doM  a  kind  action  to  an  injured, 
lo  sa)'j  "  Take  it,  1  will  not  do  t-*  thee  as  thou  didst  to  me," 
for  it  i£  trBDmeasiag  the  cominand,  "  Thou  riult  not  resent," 
it  cuotinnes,  "  a  pum  it  tntirdy  to  ditmiu  mien/fuUng  qfilt- 
•nV/^iN  A»  heart  and  mind,  at  the  law  not  onfy  mttendt  t» 
tia  aetval  dttd,  but  Ukeu-ite  to  tJie  inward  fenttmentt ;  and, 
ther^or4,  tAe  mind  mmt  be  pure,  to  that  the  attiom  mtut  Jhw 
from  a  worthy  totirt«."-f 

With  such  wiitings  our  own,  and  ours  from  centuries  tooe 
pARt,  do  we  need  the  worl»  of  Christian  divines  to  make  laraa 
spiritual }  Oil  fthame !  shame  on  those  aons  of  Israel,  who^ 
from  pure  JKiKirance,  denj'  tipirituality  to  their  beautiful  ciecd, 
and  rqiort  tliiit  we  are  not  a  Hjiirituaf  pronle  1  If  we  havo  not 
been,  oppressive  Hiavery  in  thr  cauMe.  if  we  are  not  now,  in 
those  nations  wliere  we  are  rRtK,  the  heart  tJiudders  at  the  sin 
we  are  incurnng  :  and,  oh,  fearful  itt  it,  if  the  Women  of  Israel 
neglect  the  ojiportnnitieii  now  their  own,  and  refuse  to  become 
Ihk' pure  Hpinttiiil  beinp,  which  not  only  their  relij^ion,  but 
tlicir  m-x  «o  inip.Tativery  demandH.  We  fear,  that  with  all  our 
^orta  to  expliim  onr  meaning,  we  »hnl]  rtiill  by  tereral  not  be 
anderstood;  for  niirituality  ii*  so  exqnitito  and  refined,  bo 
subtle  an  essence,  tnat  to  d«cnhc,  or  explain,  or  teach  it,  ii 
impoaeible.  It  can  only  be  inftised  by  the  carncrt  deHiro  to 
powe«  it,  and  by  the  grace  of  God.  It  isso  prculinrly  woman's 
attribute,  that  without  it  her  loveliest  chamns  her  luKhust  in- 
tetlectv  appeare  imperfect.  By  man  it  is  unattainable  tu  tlie 
same  extent,  unattainable,  in  fact,  at  all,  unless  infused  by  the 
influence  of  woman — and  therefore  do  we  so  eamestlr  besosoh 
our  sisters  in  Israel  to  invite,  cultivate,  cherish  it  till  it  so  be- 
come ft  part  of  themaelves,  as  to  periode  their  every  word, 
thougfatv  and  private  deed,  the  domestic  worship  of  art  and 
Imw,  ana  the  jiuhlic  service  of  prayer  and  praise,  and  thus  it 
be  infuited  into  their  sons  with  the  very  nourishment  they  give, 

■  t^lMt«d  from  Montttf  of  tha  Talmnd.     Bvbr**  UarUw,  p»M  it. 
i  Morality  «f  tk*  Tklmud.     Babraw  Bariaw.  vo.  it  sad  o£ 
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the  caraRM  of  their  inhaoy,  the  «duea(ioD  of  tb«ir  boylml. 
Th«D,  indeed,  might  dwd  become  spiritaal,  and  in  all  tliiip 
fitt«a  fw  th«  Gnt-born  of  th«  Lord. 

To  explain  ovr  meooing  u  to  this  spiritual  cbwult,  whieb 
•hoald  be  )ndtTiaibl«  fron  the  womao  of  Urael,  w«  wiU  Mkt 
OUT  voiiDg  readers  to  eonM  probikbly  bvouHte  authora.  fimj 
tiiiele  tine  written  by  Mn.  S.  C.  Hall,  wltetbar  it  be  a  ■tOTV  br 
a  little  child,  or  a  three  volume  novel,  a  tale  for  Cliamwei' 
Joamal,OTasketchof  Irish  ehancter,  isBoeasentially  sptlttniil, 
Ihatwiuwnta  unKle  syltable  nndulv  introductyl  ofreligioa,  we 
IcDovr  it  miut  be  tne  Tetigton  of  Goa's  word  which  in  tlMi  uuiiii- 
Bpruig  of  her  heiag.  Mrs.  Hemans,  Mra.  Howitt,  Urs.  ■ 
(CuMine  Bowlee),  Joanna  Baillie,  are  all  of  the  aune  i 
cUm.  On  the  other  hand,  iiba  Bdgeworth  nod  Mi«  All 
two  fint-rate  female  writ«n,  are  moral,  not  miritunl,  in  thtiri] 
works.  Amon^  male  writem — Howitt.  Wi&m  (whether  la 
pnisv  or  veree),  itnaev  Moutgnnwry,  Worditworlh,  are  sptritiial 
<nrit€rs  :  Soiitt,  Canipbctl,  Rogers,  and  many  otfaei^  are  net. 
Ami  yi-t  tlicir  wntiiieH  are  as  noral  and  pnte  aa  ttMU*  note 
«!'intuali»d  brethren  s.  Wo  are  not  alludins  to  either  cUeief 
nriters  aa  elevating  ooe  above  the  other.  Mt  ^ioiply  to  en- 
deavour by  such  reference  to  make  our  own  feeling  of  epiritoality 
more  clearly  understood. 

If,  then,  spiritiiitlity  is  «o  ewontially  the  rilol  breath  of  the 
Jewish  relicion  mid  of  woQtan'i  loTeltest  nature,  will  not  ereiy 
wonutn  of  Israel  seek  and  strive,  and  pray  to  make  it  her  own, 
now  that  freedom  and  peace  are  here ;  and  her  home,  thouli 
it  be  but  of  the  exile,  la  not  exposed  t<>  the  awful  tri^  of  toe 
Pa«t,  and  of  the  Present  in  very  maDV  lands  i  If  abe  loob 
into  the  records  of  her  ancestors — if  ehc  remember*  Leah, 
Deborah,  Nancoi,  Hannnb,  Abigail,  tbe  Shunammite,  Huldah, 
and  G»ther — mn^  she  not  feel  tJiat  spirituality  wa*  the  tiatunl 
attribute  of  the  Women  of  Israel  in  tiK  fact  1  and,  if  she 
carefully  ^utUen  the  propheta,  she  will  &nd  that  such  mU  ht 
their  attriliiite  in  fdturb  ;  and  there  she  wilt  read  that,  imlil 
It  is  attaitii'^il  by  itiui  as  well  as  woman,  Israel  mtut  remaio 
esiled  and  ciiptivr,  far  from  Jeroaalem  and  Jemaalen's  God. 

We  have  heard  that  censnreo  bare  been  paawd  upoa  our 
W'irk,  proferong  to  illustrate  tlie  future  destiny,  ■»  weQ  aipart 
hitttory  and  oreaent  duties  of  the  Hebrew  femalea,  aa  a  ji» 
Bumptnous  alluslnn  to  what  we  can  know  nothing  about  Now, 
with  all  due  deference  to  euch  critiques,  wc  woold  mj 
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udIms  w*  dubelieve  the  praph«ts,  our  Future  Dntinj  is  qnito 
u  oleulf  tnocd  out  m  oar  om  past  hijctorj'.  To  quoti;  all 
the  eloquent  pamagMi,  prophesrtng  not  only  our  restoration  to 
JenisnlfiD,  but  thu  circatDcision  of  llie  hewt,  iu>d  iivftkciiiDg 
of  titat  spirittinl  rvligion  wbicli  nil)  unite  us,  erea  on  earth, 
vith  God,  viouMbeuHclcMhurc.  Wocftnonly  refer  onr  r<>adefa 
to  the  prophets  themsclnx,  and,  u  briefly  oa  may  be,  ooadeose 
and  iiiait«  what  appears  to  as  to  be  thetr  meaiuDK. 

When  r«stor«d  to  JeruBalDm,  sin  will  be  purified  from  tbs 
fauttiau  heart ;  all  of  stagnation,  of  hardness,  of  unbelief,  will 
have  vaninbed ;  we  ehall  oot  have  to  struggle  with  those 
imjierfcctioQs  and  flings  which  come  between  the  heart  and 
itA  Qod,  and  deaden  all  spiritual  worship.  We  ahall  all  koow 
Him  then,  from  the  smallest  to  the  greatest  of  us ;  tbt^re  will 
be  no  oocadon  to  say  to  one  anotJier,  "  Kuow  ye  the  Lord  ? " 
Our  burnt-offeriDn  and  saoiifices  will  be  again  acceptable  ;  tlw 
t«apIcof  the  hiird  will  be  re-established  on  His  holy  mouatoin; 
and  not  only  will  it  be  80iij(ht  by  the  remnant  of  Israel, 

Sthcrcd  from  the  North  and  from  the  Suuth,  and  from  th« 
•t  and  from  the  West,  but  Hranfftri  will  join  themxelTCs  to 
Intol,  and  all  nations  will  flow  unto  it,  and  nnur  mure  walk 
in  tiw  imsginatioD  of  tbeJr  own  hearts.  I'hv  Ten  Tribes  will 
be  d^covercd,  and  Ivracl  aod  JutUh  once  again  made  onei 
Sieeasa  and  suffering  will  pass  awsv  ;  even  drath  itself  be 
nraOowed  up  for  erer.  Our  nohtett  sltall  be  of  ounwivefl,  our 
floremors  et>ring  from  the  miil^t  of  us,  and  the  Lord  himself 
Uod  over  all  the  families  qf  Irratl.  Paston  and  shepherds 
will  be  granted  us  ocoordiug  to  the  spirit  of  the  Lnrd,  and  they 
will  fill  US  with  ItDQiwIedge  and  undemanding.  Not  only  will 
the  law  and  its  everlasting  ordinances  be  restored  ;  but  it  will 
•0  be  written  in  oar  hearts  that  we  shall  never  more  disobey 
or  fwl  in  its  spiritual  observaDce.  There  will  be  no  more  vain 
yearnings  in  the  soul,  seeking  to  spring  from  its  earthly  prison 
to  obtain  more  earnest  communion  with  its  God  ;  for  every 
soul  will  be  satisfied  with  His  goodnew;  the  heavy  and 
the  Domtwful  wiU  be  so  filled  with  His  tore^  that  wearineu  and 
Bonow  will  alike  fl  eavay,  and  be  but  names  belonging  to  the 
Post.  And  this  spiritual  restoration  will  not  be  distinct  from 
a  return  to  Jewish  ordinanres  and  Jewish  ccrmnoDtes,  as  our 
0[>ponunts believe;  I  know  nut  how  any  reasoning  aadbeUevina 
nusd,  be  his  cr««d  what  it  may,  can  peruse  the  propbet  bddeC 
finn  the  40th  cliapter  to  the  end,  without  being  nlmoBtitBitfea 
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At  iU  don  nMnbUoce  to  the  Hebnw  religioa  ordained  b]r  i 
tbiwigh  His  aemat  BIoms.    Man  czteoded,  indMd,  iUiIm  i . 
th«  mie  of  tbe  Temple  and  the  Holy  Lwid,  as  mart  b«,  (at  tfci 

neeptioD  of  tbe  miutitnde,  not  ooly  of  Isnd,  bat  of  the  mtio« 
who  will  muTenalljr  flow  tbitbcTt  tiU  the  earth  overflown  with 
righteonmesa.  Bvt,  however  extended,  we  must  itorcein  tbat 
the  prophet  divides  tbo  land  oocc  more  into  cIk-  iuJturilaiMi 
of  the  tweive  tribes :  tliat  tfaeeatee  of  tbo  HuJy  City  all  bm 
the  aamee  of  Jacob  a  eras,  lite  heritage  of  tbe  aom  of  Iievi 
ia  again  to  have  the  mrvice  of  tJi«  Lotd.  Tbo  altai^  aad 
oourt<^  and  fonotaint,  are  all  prepared  fur  tlir  ri-8t<iroiiDn  of 
tbe  bol7  sacrificea  and  oflerinf^  which,  in  our  cxptivily,  God 
ordained  to  c«aae ;  nay,  tbe  verj'  nmnWr  and  spocicn  of  iTiitMlt 
for  the  offeriags  are  named,  tti«  fe;iD(»  and  fasts  rdietred  to : 
aud  bow,  then,  can  our  opponenu  aiu-utiit  to  persuade  <a$  that 
the  nwrifices,  and  oHerings,  and  festivals,  ate  all  but  typoa  ef 
tinotlier  liispeosatioD,  and  doneairay  with  now  for  ever?  What, 
t'lcu,  ia  the  meaning  of  thi^  rablime  prophecy,  if  the  raUgioa 
of  tlie  Lord  roveAled  by  Moses,  cerfmontat  as  well  M  spintaal 
and  moral,  is  never  to  be  restored  1  Tbe  merit  of  iiam6m 
ami  oflerinffs  eonateted,  not  in  themsdvos^  but  in  OBEDtncK 
and  that  obedience,  in  our  restoration,  will  again  b«  tried,  an 
never  more  found  to  fail,  far  God  tlimtteir  has  promim  to 
romon  tbe  stony  heart  froin  our  bmsu,  and  encase  it  with 
tbe  heart  of  flesh,  on  which  love  for  Him  and  Hia  ordinaeeit 
will  be  imprewed  for  ererlasting. 

Paiat  and  feeble  is  thia  attempt  to  portray  the  destiiy 
awnitine  Israel  in  his  own  bright  land,  and  eanwstly,  en- 
treatinsly,  we  bcaocdi  our  readers  to  turn  to  the  propbeeiM 
themsoTvca,  and,  tracinu  it  then;,  remember  that  everv  coneoliiu 
promise,  every  spiritual  joy,  ever)-  fongivcnias  of  sin,  is  prouM 
to  all  Itreul,  woman  ss  well  as  man.  Wbo  that  beUeveainths 
propbe^es  can  continue  to  say  tliat  the  future  deatioy  of  the 
Hebrew  females  is  a  subject  unknown,  and  that,  therefore,  it 
is  itresumptuons  to  allude  to  it  ?  To  be  restored  to  our  owa 
land,  and  to  the  reliipoo  q!  Q>>d,  as  Moses  taught  it,  undimme^ 
vntamiahed  by  a  single  breath  of  man  ;  to  love  the  Lgid, 
indeed,  with  heart)  aod  soul,  and  might,  and  our  neigbbovn 
as  ouTselTes ;  to  feel  no  shade,  no  doubt,  crecj>  over  oar  tniodlj 
and  deaden  all  of  spiritual  joy  :  no  Imman  imjwrfpctioDa  steal 
between  loving  hearts,  and  bid  discord  nign  where  Qod 
ordained  all  peaoe — to  nel  no  weariness,  ao  aaidnapA — bab  tf<(7 


^ 


^ 
^ 
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ywrntng  fin«d  ;  to  be  oxpoaed  no  more  to  war,  be  it  of  avoid 
OT  wunl ;  to  Ixjcome  sist«ra,  wives,  mothers  of  men,  who,  as  tho 
fint-bora  of  the  LonJ,  in  whatever  social  rauk  t!i(.-y  occupj,  be 
it  priocc  or  pouniit,  noble  or  aervant,  ]>rie»t  or  hcrdauian,  will 
yet,  in  Uw  tight  of  all  the  nation,  uphold  au<l  Hhow  fortii  the 
giory,  and  the  inaj«ty,  and  the  mttoy  of  tlie  IjomL  This  i» 
our  futitra  dvstiny — this  th*  goal  to  wtuob,  M  women  of  Israel, 
■Kis  muKt  pren  fonrard,  be«rt  and  aoul ;  for  no  little  towards 
it«  eventual  attainment  depends  on  w.  weak,  frail,  intigiiifiuaui 
in  Beeming  as  we  arc. 

It  ia,  w*  belicTt,  the  anppoution  of  some,  that  u  Qod  Iiad 
ordained  theae  things,  nothing  depends  on  man ;  we  have  unlv 
i  to  wait  His  tinic.  A  long  and  CArrful  study  of  Hi:i  word,  will, 
howerer,  convioce  that  merely  to  wait  is  not  enough  :  our  own 
IxertioDs,  onr  own  ccaadess  preycrs,  must  ha^teu  the  dAy  of 
enr  restoration,  or  still  it  will  be  postponed.  W«  muot  ictuni 
to  the  Lord  in  onr  captivity,  or  how  will  lie  hear  us ?  "If 
they  shall  oonfoes  tlioir  initiuily,  and  the  iuiquity  of  their 
f;itlicrs,  with  their  trespass  which  they  have  tre»iia--acd  against 
me,  and  that  also  they  have  walked  contrary  to  me ;  and  that 
I  al§o  have  walked  contrary  unto  tln'm.  and  liave  brouj^ht 
them  into  the  land  of  their  enemies ;  i/lAen  their  uncircumcised 
heart  be  humbled,  and  they  then  accept  of  the  punishment  of 
their  iniquity,  tAfti  will  I  remember  my  covenant  with  Jawib, 
and  also  my  covenant  with  Isaac  :  and  also  my  covenant  with 
A  tiniham  will  I  rcwombcr ;  andl  will  slso  remember  their  land."* 
Aiid  that  covenant  was,  that  aa  the  &tara  of  heaven  and  the 
sand  of  the  sea-shore,  so  should  be  liia  seed,  and  in  that  seed 
all  the  nntioDs  of  the  earth  should  be  blet^ied,  whilrt  before  the 
Lord  it  was  a  nation  for  everlaxtttiK  and  he  <rould  be  thuir  0  :>d. 
And  a^ain  still  more  forcibly, "  And  it  ^all  come  to  puns  m  ii«D 
aU  theu.'  tilings  are  come  upon  thee,  the  bIe?Hin|£  and  the  cune, 
which  1  have  aet  before  thee,  and  thou  $haU  call  tktm  U>  min4 
amtmfftl  alt  the  uatiotit,  whithgr  tit  Lord  tAu  God  halh  drivtn 
Mm,  and  sAalt  ivhim  v»lo  the  lard  thy  Gt>d,  and  thalt  obtjf 
Ut  w>it»,  aecarding  ta  all  tint  /  eammaiut  (Am  thU  4av,  tkeiu 
amd  thy  Mdrtn  with  all  tiitie  heart,  and  tn'th  all  tfy  tout, 
IHATTBBS  the  Uirdthy  God  will  turn  Uiy  ciiptivity  and  have 
OompMttOD  on  thc^  and  wilt  rctum  atid  ny.hvT  thtt/rom  alt 
At  mttietu  wAithtr  th  Lord  th^  God  hath  unttertd  tie* ;  <iad 
4ig  Lord  thy  God  mil  circumciM  thy  iturt  <md  AW  iMtrt  ^ 
■LaviLaavLM  ^42. 
P  P 
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thf  tffit,  to  lort  tit  Lord  tiy  God  wili  att  tiiiu  ktart,  md 
with  nil  lAy  tout,  TUAT  TIKH)  HAWr  Uns."* 

WitU  these  eloqneBt  wonb  of  Mo«ee  befon  as,  oonfinoed  m 
they  ore  throughout  ererr  prophet,  can  ne  doubt  a  nn^ 
moineiit^  that  th«  Et«mRj  waits  to  Rtuni  unto  u*  till  n 
return  unto  Him,  to  release  us  from  e«ptivi^,  till  we  ackMW* 
l«clge  its Jnetice,  bv  deploring,  eonftoang,  and  oonqirariaff  aa 
■ina  t     W«  must  Know  and  feel  it  relates  to  ■»  Nov.  HM  not 
to  onr  first  captivity  ;  for  t)i«D,  Babylon  alone  waa  the  aeiM 
of  our  exile,  and  now  it  is  ever  ait  the  natiom  that  wt  an 
BCattiircd.    And  what  is  the  first  gnuaons  pmmiie  proffCTrd  to 
win  11.1  to  return  ?     "  That  oar  rtony  hearts  shall  M  circniii> 
•ised,  that  we  may  love  the  Lord  otir  Qed  with  ali  tmr  keaii 
and  tout,  and  ta  that  we  may  livt,  not  only  on  earth,  bal 
Id  kt'irtn"  for  mich  b  the  true  mMning  of  Moaes'  words ;  aii4 
will  iitit  this  prove  to  vs,  that  to  love  GoD  atutds  first  of  eniy 
duty  and  liallows  erenr  fonn,  which,  without  each  love,  is  man 
mockery  to  Iliia,  aiui  lifelcotnesa  to  nst    And  to  Ion  God 
tUus,  is  to  attain  that  npintuality  which  we  so  earnestly  cod* 
jitte  erer^  woman  of  Israel  to  seelc ;  for  nnlcsB  sh«  attaia  it, 
tJiere  is  little  hope  for  man,  and  witnont  it,  0  when  will  laatl 
be  restored — when  will  our  captivity  be  at  an  tnd  ?    We  amal 
not  to  ottf  sisters  In  Isnu'l  merely  at  Komm,  tboogh  that  ti 
Id  itself  suffifuent  need  for  tlic  comfort,  the  blessedness,  of  a 
spintual  worship ;  bat  as,  under  God,  the  iDflueDcers  of  mam. 
Oomparo  the  b(n>  whoso  tender  years  have  been  p&»ed  with  a 
spiritual,  a  gentle  miitlur,  to  liim  who  from  his  euliesc  infancy 
us  been  thrown  on  the  rude  influeni-«i  of  man's  guidanoe  b 
a  public  school ;  follow  these  boys  to  ntaohood,  and  then  eiU 
be  little  doubt  who  will  moat  maintain  the  spiritual,  as  well  ts 
the  ccreniDniAl  wimbip  of  Us  &then,  or  tend  most  to  nphnU 
tbc  ^lory  of  his  God.     Oh,  as  we  would  hasten  our  ^liOM 
destiii}'.   let  us  ponder  well  onr  own  reeponsibilJttes,  soil 
beoominjg  more  spiritual  ourselves,  infuse  the  aaiue  tmawilal 
essence  into  man  I    If  we  do  thiH,  shall  we  sav  we  have  dim 
nothing  ?    SlinJl  we  not  uphold  the  dignity,  tJie  beantr,  Ihi 
holiness,  of  our  privileges  as  women  of  Israel,  if  we  so  uiihie, 
BO  gaide,  as  mothers,  that  man,  uplifted  from  his  groMtr  idC 
■ball  unite  the  spiritual  with  the  worldly,  the  love  of  God  with 
the  dreams  of  earth,  that  without  neglecting  or  doKpising  s 
(ingle  earthly  duty,  or  human  feeling,  hie  may  tbrward  us 
*  Dent,  izs.  1— «, 
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(•Inrions  caase  of  God,  and,  in  Die  *!aht  of  tho  whole  Gonttle 
wurld,  sUtad  forth  aa  lu-Aclite  iiidcea  t  And  not  as  mothera 
0DI7  may  we  do  this  :  let  but  the  wnmrn  of  hztuil  cast  aside 
the  frivoloDs  occupations,  thu  [ictty  fiu1ing»,  the  love  of  mere 
pleasure,  which  are  samutimM  the  cbnrnctcristics  of  her  ee.i, 
ftnd  Terai'mberiog  elic  is  a  woman  of  Israel,  a  daughter  of  the 
lion^  etikivate  sod  lore  tlia  \ug\ieT  and  nobler  atlribatM  of 
heart  aud  spirit ;  lot  her  prove,  by  the  whole  aspect  of  bet 
life,  be  she  young  or  old,  marncd  or  single,  the  cherished 
neniber  of  a  {uoily,  or  lonely  upon  earth,  yet  let  her  pro^e 
that  ithe  is  spiritual,  alike  in  the  cloudless  happineea,  the 

^ela.1tic  enjoymenla  of  the  young  girl,  and  in  the  quieter  plea- 
■nrea  of  the  matron,  the  peaceful  calm  of  the  more  aped: 
that  there  is  a  deeper  source  than  meeta  tJie  eye ;  that  all 
man  Kces  and  feels  so  lov<?abte  is  formed  from  that  cjrae  com- 
mniiiiin  with  her  Gf»d^^»!led  spirituality  ; — aud  with"iit  out; 
eeritms  won!,  without  one  reference  to  the  subject  blnuled  with 
h<^  bninj;,  yet  will  woman  iiilluence  man,  aud,  nuHitig  her  iu 
bin  mtimation,  bid  htm  reverence  whiUt  he  lovei,  and  so 
gradually  b«o<»ae  infused  with  the  aome  loftinMs  of  thougtitt 
and  bdlioen  of  deed,  iDseparabls  from  apiciiualised  woraao. 
I^IiM  superior  reawm,  hit  mightier  power,  hU  cooler  and  man 
uctralinK  judf^ment.  will  dictate  the  just  medium  how  to 
■ke  these  noble  qualities,  imbibed  ^ra  woman,  moat  vaeftil 
te  his  fellows,  most  serviceable  in  the  cautie  of  God ;  bat  not 
the  lets  will  he  love  and  value  that  weaker  sex  from  wbcm 
they  ore  derived. 

To  the  women  of  Inael,  then,  is  entniRted  the  noble  prtril^ 

of  hn«tvning  "  theficmt  and  (jlorioosday  of  the  Lord, 'by  the 

iiiiitructJon  thcj'  bi-Mtow  upon  their  sons,  aiid  the  ftpirituid 

K^  elevation  to  which  tbey  may  attain  in  social  intcrcoune,  and 

^Vyet  more  in  domestic  life.    0  that  we  might  hope  that  we 

B-have  not  entirely  worked  in  vud  I  but  that,  becoming  through 

V*lhese  lowly  pages,  more  senable  of  their  privileges  as  Women 

~   of  Igrael — frclin;;  th^t  for  them,  and  them  alone,  the  Most 

High  God  deigned  Ilinisi-If  Vi  provide  a  law.  and  take  them  in 

their  wcnknns,  their  liability  to  suffering  and  oppression. 

under  His  own  special  care—tliat  nnstcnd  of  dcgrainng  and 

ensluvitig)  the  Mosaic  religion  (as  Moses  tan^ht,  and  as  the 

Ielderg  commented  upon,  and  the  people  practised^  caied  fcr 
woman  as  none  othvr  did  ;  else  othcn,  too,  would  hare  pro* 
dooed  their  prc^huteescs ; — that  to  tb«m  is  entrusted  the 
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Xention  of  Isnkel,  mod  from  their  invtraotioos,  tb 
itoe,  there  must  uiae  meo,  ftpiritaaliMd  uid  ffifUd 
th>  MTTwe  of  Isnel,  and  his  Qod,  Aod  also  women,  fit  atipauia 
tat  laoh  men ; — that  on  them,  in  their  homes,  and  m  thdr 
world,  4lei>e»4it  the  manifestation  of  that  spiritual,  mental  ud 
loftv  saiMmontr  which  their  whole  history  marl:s  their  own ; 
— tlut  Mqr  must  prore  the  &isit)r  of  Uuxte  «h*Tge8  hinted  hj 
th«  ignotmot  against  their  rdigtoo  and  themselves : — that, 
feoliDC  to  thdr  heart's  core  trae  things,  thejr  would  break 
front  Ui«  long  yenre  i>f  slaTer^  and  woe,  unshackle  the  soint 
from  tlic  hcAVf  chains  of  iDilifreranoe,  which  a  cessation  nom 
npprmninn  onginally  wove,  buiHt  from  the  jirejudicea  of 
darkowd  ytan,  and  stand  forth^  in  the  faoe  or  tbeir  natioa 
aod  the  whole  world,  the  ministering  spirits  of  love^  aad 
tbougfatiulneaL  and  worth,  oompaiuoDs  i^f  mail's  intcUect  and 
need  ;  yet  seeking  not  dreaming  not  to  vie  with  him ;  besn- 
tiG^ra  of  home,  afurituuisen  of  earth,  even  sa  at  their  orsatioa, 
and  iu  the  revelation  of  his  law,  the  God  of  Isiad  ordained  I 
And  if  we  can  attain  to  thi^  ahall  we  fail  T  0  let  lu  pna 
forward  iu  thiit  gluriuos  path  I  Let  as  on,  heeding  nut  disap- 
poiiitment,  difBc»lty,  or  depresnoa !  Man  oannot  deny  na  oar 
imvil<wM,  esnnot  banish  us  from  the  heritage  of  the  childn-n 
of  lltcIiOTd — for  from  everlasting  will  Isnicl  endur*.  "TUm 
saith  tho  Lnril,  which  givi^th  the  *ain  for  a  lik''>t  by  day,  aoif 
th«  urdiiianci-H  of  the  moon  and  the  atan  for  a  lifi>t  br  skht, 
which  dividcti)  ihe  sea  when  the  wav«B  tlwceof  roar— tas  uwd 
of  Hosts  is  Ilia  name.  If  tbe^e  ordinanoes  depart  from  befo«v 
me,  saith  the  Lord,  Mm  the  seed  of  Israel  ehnll  cease  frnu 
being  a  nation  befogre  me  forever.  Thus  saith  tlie  Lord,  If 
heaven  above  can  be  measitred,  and  the  fouDdations  of  the 
earth  searched  out  beneath,  I  will  oast  off  the  seed  of  Istsd 
for  all  that  they  have  dune,  »uith  the  Lord."  And  if  we  ue 
daaglit«T8  an<l  sisters,  wives  and  mgthors,  of  a  peoiiie  *> 
beloved,  0  wlist  dom  not  devolve  on  us  to  forward  and  proolaiffl 
the  glory,  snd  th«  mercy,  and  the  wisdom,  and  the  love  of 
Isnol's  Almighty  God  I 
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HOME   INFLUENCE 

A  uis  ron  Korniu  ivo  SAOOtmu. 

By  ORACIC    AGUILAB. 
WifB  iLLQRUirtOKa  IT  Jom  Qri.BtiiT  avd  M.  Ellis  EnwAisfc 


"Otm  AfuIUr  vntoULd  tpok*  uoQe  Iii«|i1r«d  '  ilin  rnnliTnilin^liiilrlMnllwll 

Ud  kir  h*r  IboujrhU  Ml*!  ttitine*  ■T*  afccpot  lTi  Ui«  «ab«k4  af  c^«Bluil  lev*  IM 
Inilli.     I'D  IbcH  «hD  tt^Uf  know  I>r4»  Aftjl^ir,  ill  fut'^um  fallt  Ibort  Of  kV 

lUiUsipvA  Iv  »  Iliad  u^~~Flljfrmil^/•^  Ii  ^n^IuA  Hhrltut,  tt  MTt.  BaU. 

"A  alvrvr  and  lnl«r«itlu  Ia1*»  nrrraii^rtfllnf  *■[!  tofla  nUD*t  IlluaUiXtnf  tlM 
Ittffnt,  fwpAknl  Innnonn  OT  b  vIm  t'tJl   MTc4t.tonA(4  pV40t»  ortr  c4ttfMMr»  til* 

"Thld  tnt«raHtLDf  vnEiim*  mniL^B^Lonahly  cnBtatv  vuif  TkloiU*  btQll  OS 
XnillfWLiHman'i  if  a;  luixl. 

"It  la  TannliHant,  aAcr  nadlni  ■  tank,  M  n-aatof  UlnUnni  of  hlcbaosk- 

BHnilhtluii.  nn  i^atkeTon  uj  It  ai  a4Iu^T«^l«  tot^  uul  1*  ti«uud  wtU9  uaiaaod 
ablluv.  Tilt  liniruva  la  t«>ui.iruL  aiitl  apiiKipiUu  ;  Itia  a'tilriaaiif  ahancur  l« 
tkl'ful  afiil  vftr]»l  Aa  vorlf  nuk'NI  ^>  1>b  t"  th'  html*  of  all  vbo  ar«  lDI4r«il«d  1d 
tLi«  jmifivF  Lr*lnkitt  "f  ttia  routbfkil  iDinfJ,"— /^oUaJfusk 

"In  nilD-iiiK  ilili  wui^  «<  IiUMIj  ktiD>  iihat  vurda  In  (h*  EnnUdi  lunac* 
art  «Er'"itf  «iiv<i£[i  lo  axpnn  (ba  a»JmlraUaa  «a  han  f^ib  In  ita  p<rQaal.*-^!n«i 

■■Tli^uljoct  and  and  of  Uia  anlUnci  Af  Onoa  ArilUi  nr*  lo  latroT*  Ih*  basH, 
ariil  i-<  lf«Ll  btr  r*4'lim  ta  Iha  [iiop^KIeftili^ii  af  bi^btr  DoUvaa  and  ob|t<1a  Umi> 
Uila  nui]>l  lui  t<ar  alFurJ.'— AtlCi  Witlly  Jfnawyf. 

■"Ubma  tnBsaBca'  will  sM  »•  fbi(iilt«l  I7  an^  aboba**  pcniaid  n.'— MM*. 

"A  mllkoowB  and  Taluabla  Ula.  '—Gi^iman'i  Mifailn*. 

"A  vTH'li  vblob  tiMfa  an  utrntnUDvyamuUDlaf  Influmealoalmuth* 
mind  f"ii  ■lumta  Ih*  baait.  br  ahewlBg  thai  Ndlewita  and  ilnua  aondBM  no  lam 
to  mMpTUi  ri  1  p*{»«r1iT,  and  voTldl)  ooinbtrl  and  banlnaia,  l^an  In  tht  illBfbalTn^ 
ol  \ht  c^ha.-it'i«.  Uu  apirroial  ir(  Ik*  fosd,  kBd  tht  Vi«(  aoS  awMttlV  Of  btta 
baraalUr."— if*n>  CmMg  Pna. 
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THE    SEQUEL    TO    HOME    INFLUEN'CE. 

Ormtt  tfo^  tthtlrmud,  prist  A*., 

THE   MOTHER'S    RECOMPENSE 


"Bm*  iBflQMM*,  >  Till  ftr  ll«thm  nl  DugterK.' 

By  OEACB    AOtTILAB. 

Wm  lunatunou  bt  Hilu  J.  A.  Hiul 


-Qnm  Afotlu  MnnrM  to  lb*  nbnl  oT  vbtab  lUrk  M|l»ai«>  •»  »• 
tooBdnK  Til*  didgn  a?  lb*  txuk  li  «wrt(d  oui  («nlMj  tail  mtWaiiHr.  -TW 
Bonw  InaMOO*'  MMtlMd  la  Mtlbir  fMn  bitaf  Ann  k  lU  arttn  nnMaiiaiki' 

-Tl.»  ■ 
•  hlub  : 

Influiniii.'  llx  duaiT*dJ*  popBlur  itarr  la  a^lcfa  Uh  6  ■  Saqaal.  •dBMMy 
iHrbH  lb*  iimim  ImplldlUi  lt*n>ni>.  tn lb* irnamt  Ult  ri  bi  iiili*  niiiirii^ 
»H,  •wnatnt^  ■ml  Mkl— It*  Mm*  *[iMi  oT  dH«Uiw.  tcH  kii*  of  (ina*— «bt 
Kini  •ottaivdivm  and  <li>o*n  nlUltoo  BbMi  ebancUrtaal  Uu*  •uOsr  WMb.  V* 
bthaid  tb*  moUMT  D«w  bl(H*4  ID  (b*  Ion  of  (vod  and  (iSMlaBaM  oBki 


1*  nttlnH  etOriM  AntUr  hn*  >  «hMM  h«W«fi>ti  1>0W  nraduMku*  h 
fHUa*  Ei  &)BiMa«d  «IU>  IdMImIi  Uw*  »  AnmIt  I* tt*  bawt,  '  Hnn 
noi.'  Ill*  d**aiT*dJ*  popslur  atarr  bi  ablcfa  Uh  k  ■  SBiaal.  (dBIKMr 


jmtmtM  UmidhIti^  art,  *rwr  bar  (limply  mtUag  (Mr  ■ 
netllod*  ud  pl*V.*— irgnWiv  CKno^ek 

*'TU*b**nllfnJ  atflr?  w«pmi>1rl*d  wtiift  th*  MlllOf—  —  Witt*  *fco*»  Ifc*  1* 

gf  BlntMan.  I't  a  iiw  t)i>><)>r.r  koh  oi  iuui41*^«.  Tbaf^MaaactBorMaUaa 
will  DM  pnoi  br  lu  t^ruKl,  uid  ii  will  aOlinl  ■•  miuft  pl<BHS«  u  pivdl  I*  UM 
rikilM'.''— AM*. 

•"ni*MaMklDdl*itilriL.lbaa>BannB  Aarflr  iBd  Ibnwff  if  daiwUsa  wtl^ 
bratihaa  In  nvj  lln*  of  llul  hlmtnbl*  book.  '  Him*  laioaiea.'  will  ba  mom 
t>1omlii(  uvi  liuplrfng  ■tht  Unltiir'i  Hxntnp*!!**,"— jr*nidaf  Jd»«rH*i*. 


"  Til*  rooJ  Khtcli  *hB  (Cm4  Ar^LtAf )  b**  tfferttd  1*  aafcBaw!*if*l  *a  ^  ] 

Vk<1  K  fmjirHpt  Im  <touT»tn]  ^LiL  (I^xl  IfiB  L|>[>«*nnf«  of  (bl*  TV^MAa  VUI  !««■■■  lb* 

(jnAiItioh  ft  out  wb9  [n4«  Tc^>  ^*  H^ii  t-}  El*  lUU  ^Maklnf  lo  tba  bavt  aad  It  ttt* 
kffmdvluor  huuiUi  UAturt.   'i]AV#  JfbtntiWf- 

"l>  alll  b*  Ibnnd  an  InMnalln^  iu|mlan*al.  DM  nitjimti  t  >  1 1  iWit  ■ 
•pariaJlj  talaM*.  but  •«  all  lb*  wriwr'*  Mb«r  iroite,"    OniMwi— '*  Mtf^n^ 

"■na  HoUur^  KtMuii-mn '  forma  i  ntiini  (In*  to  It*  Milinii.  'Baa* 
iBltiw'  IbarauiLi  ^f  nTiioniLi  art  us  fuilj'  dt>*h«a4|lM  tM  wai<»*»» 
MtAMh,  lOd  IMlfBun  anil  lumnnl  U-*  i-jimrrullj  •abmd.  — JftrMaf  ^OK 

"W*  baartDr  aoBdHiid  tbli  TOlaina:  ■  b*lMr  or  aor*  bmM  JMiMil  I*  * 
TODtbnj  tHand  or  a  romxc  *Ub  could  DM  vttl  b*  **l*M«d.'--BM)  Obwim  ftoa 
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GRACE   AQUILAR'a   WORKS. 

WOMAN'S   FRIENDSHIP. 

A  MOST  0>  OMtMTlO  Lira. 

By  OBACB    AGUIUB. 
Wm  lUQimu'tioiia  it  Hblkk  J.  A.  Miu*. 

A  womui  (nkf  b*  BiBiilK'^WOMia  ■  UM& 


"lUi  Mnr  MimulM,  wllh  <^lliic  u><  (awor.  ttxl  twi^flglil  InltiHM*  wbieb 
•MMD  MBOH.  In  tbMr  vwn  quM  nj,  tntr  abvtfaitn  uid  tiauu  Ib  vur  •Ttir- 
^  lift --«rt4«w.i* 

"  n*  bcdi  1*  on*  <if  mot*  itwi  onlinuT  IntcnN  M  twtaoi  MJV*''  pnanM 
MB  tdUnlil*  aoamUon  Af  il.t  dtiiiLi  i„J  oliwiiltjr  «r  Iteil*  mwdihip,  M 
•tUblM4lBllvlHiJbi  KntUtti'rtimm.'—WttUf  ChnmttI*. 

"  W(  bifiD  •»  nad  lh«  Tiilnmv  UMId  Uia  nnilnc  :  vA  tMioagti  U  (DtiMiU  at 
■tvnl  too  MCH.ODi'  «7n  i-iuiil  i>ol  c)i>H  In  •iBf^i  until  vc  liH]  nad  (b*  irbnl*. 
Tbb  u«ir«t  boot  ihoulil  Bhil  •  p)tca  <in  (my  <I»«li>t-n»n  tabl»— otf.  ■■ 

"  W(  congnlulat*  Hli>  AfiiHw  on  Ih*  (i^rll.  motlTa.  Hd  KUpoHliiii  tf  Uila 
itArT      llf»r  h^iu>  hr«  "ntiibct'ilr  mofi/,  kui]  licd"  oiium  cvfit»n«4ti3<aablBdbTlb« 

D<4t  b««UUrul  UA^ltLloill.      Thb.«,  CQ(j1#ecI*l  mtth  1h4  allEI  b«f«  aHoOOd  lb  (bcit 

4*T«lD(]ru«aL,  *o«iira  tha  flufToM  (pf  bar  Wtoiin  '^tilii^tr^itkt  Nitm. 

I  •  anfUr  of  rvnikrkjtblt  cfm*  uid  dillnqi,  >b*  da^eld  bnHlf  t<>  tho 
MM  of  tba  •lnua^  man  «a|>aoiiitl]'  lbs«  wblah  •»  tb*  rwuUu  elunn  of 
WODIB.'     Oi  ■(■■ 

"IiUabook  tbf  MlelBiHtar  nbdon;  and  vo  bar*  so  bariUUsn  In  ■jlac .  Ihu 
U  daljr  rvqulria  to  ba  (r^narall;  knn*in  to  bvrAin*  ■iovJIdkTj-  popuW^  In  tnu 
BMduUod,  It  bu  )kf  mnrt  (Knrtlnni  Uitn  MtH  Bnmtj'*  »lkbnt*l.  but  oitr. 
miililiil.  son]  or  ■  Oul  I W— tf rrff  CMinrr  /V«u. 

"niancr  Inlowlln):  uid  •crawhir  ul«  hn*  nmUnol  Idtiih  atlboul  nftUoan 
nr  part  thu  w«  rf^ijM  bava  ilMfrt^l ;  but  *«  *'hu]it  i**^*  nritl'ftiimr  Ui  iukI* 
toiantTa  for  ib«  >l4lky,  bv  uiufliif  atir  nad«n  IbM  H  I*  fe  nioal  HU/'i^mttn 
publlQkllan,  Pull  of  lAc  afcr^L  itolnv  at  lnroFlmtLlan  hnj  uiLUly  Uikl  (^>^M  hit* 
OHO  bj  ■j];r  i^oHihini^  cnnnruritil :  Md.  u  *  ^-nv-t  al  it*  i»Td«.  It  mkf  wffln  1o 
■^,  Ibat  II  l*u  F>f«n  u)i«t>  tFuni  our  ubk  Hr^>  atjil  atrtJn  bj  twcnJ  inLliviiiiuia, 
Inm  tb«  jfVumn}«i>ilAlluEi  vt  tboac  Hbt-hul  »'r«ulj  p^waod  U.  abd  •>  pnvtfilad 
oar  irlrliiif  i»  carri<-r  ^Horitlrni  toiu  inBnll<iM  fMnt  for  ihi  (binurtbl*  cwUlctm, 
It  !•  pKallulf  >it>(<T-l  rrii  iba  jountt,  wd  «li«it«tr  It  naa  irlll  ba  tVMlvMI  vVb 
fntlfli«tloii,b)ilo>DiruAi>i1  ra7  «ti«Hlv#  kpirrcbuicjti,  — BaiT*  IVaidly  JtaiiBfar, 

"tlkla  la  a  haodaom*  tolum*:  tD<4  waeti  a  boaft  u  *4  *ou1d  aipcrt  to  fln.l 
aBOu  Iba  nlumH  a)inp<i>n(  a  Itdjr^  llbrwT.  lu  Inlarlor  •>rTaipa&l>  vlcb  lu 
nMrfa*:  tlkaiiio(i(aiBliiaUn|Iala,fUllo(iiiilita>iulJuMiauUiMBlft*— MUaMM, 


Latxlaa:   flBOOUBBIDOE  k  S0S8,      TttMnaaut  Rmt- 
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QRAOE    AQUILAR'S    WORKS. 


'WalMt  tus  •T%t  ttar*  *t  kw'aiB  ^atHtlr-mwua  — d Hil ^i ma 

"A  nn  P>«Mi«  •»<    ^ul  UUi^  «•   , i    »l  w  MmI  tfrihMiMa  tf 

«hH»eUr  Mik  lb*  mnli  •(  blMMj.  Va*  taMWW  aad  tmj  Ww  ■»  O* 
■umUa  -1 1^  taMk  Bind  ud  bmi%  wbA  Onm  tr^lti  kmtit  ^m  I*  «M« 
h>.  M  i>«  «Wrf  MwiM  «*»ll  Xr  ■  illliij^  M* fc  'tb^Ajraef  »iM*'lb*nM« 
>«  ten  Ul*  plaiw*  «(  Ttnite  lU*  AflM  aanntur*  H  Ik*  (tanMn  rf 
beOa*  u^  A(Bi^  a&d  latalk •*>■&».*— Ubr«ry  OwMM. 

-m.KnnntBhrfwMMMof  OiMaAf^tft    WW*  »■  —ly  ail  iHpail 

«MBat  -tk*  Dur%  ((  Btm*  b  •  ttmyimm  M  Mr  mUt  TmU,  tat  Mif 
bMHr.    Ono*  AfMlH  kMwUMtauMbart  k«tarl)HaH7WTtt«r  ««■•«, 

bmM  4f  lb*  nolln*  aod  Tii1h|T  of  iniD»n1»  wrwn.  'Tfc*  O^  tt  Mm'  h» 
•MM  alM  Ik*  MUuUoM  or  u  oilnMdj  InUnMUv  Mmt.  Um*  >bMA*  tta 
WMalloa,  iMl  Btnr  MAm  It  M  Ou  IIU  tt*  kMpv*  bctaHd,  Mrf  ttM  Ih*  ni*a 
*U  kr  dMn  lb*  tolUB*  oBh  NpM."— CHM. 

HOME  SCENES  &  HEART  STUDIES 

Bj  GRACE    AQQILAR. 
Vnrn  IttcanunojiB  Bt  Una  W.  BuMoa. 


Tn  Sron-orrm's  Dot  or  Pohuum. 
Aum  uiB  YAm. 

Till  PCOITITX 

Till  Ediitt;    a  TaUI  or  14(1 

Tm  Kwu-i  :  1  Tixi  or  IIU. 
Kid  Hon  VtLU. 

GOMlAl-Vo'll    DjkDDHm, 

TBI  APTBOUMi. 

fllLM. 

LiKII. 

T«t  Snur'i  Evruurr. 
Ipja4i. 

l-un  Oram  AH' ■  Tmn. 
Turn  OsoCT  or  BcDUTraa 
To  Bran  or  Nionr. 
RsoouaonMiB  or  a  lUwxLn. 
Oar  nrr  Buun  noN  tbb  Wa 
Tu  Taiviini  or  Lotk 


k. 
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GRAOE   AOUILAFfS   WORKS. 

CVnm  S<n.,  prtw  flt., 

THE    WOMEN    OF    ISRAEL 

Or,  GhWKUn  ud  SkMnbv  rrnm  tbi  Bui/  BcrlpisML  TTIii^nllii  of  tb*  f^ 

UUtDTj,  pnHni  iiuiiM.  uid  ruiun  l>«UnT  o(  Bitm  n»iln. 

M  IbuI  on  tha  Woril  of  OoL 

Bt  oracb  aqutt.ail 

^ 

«na  roBTRAiT  or  nu  adtbol 

^ir(|W1    ffenunti. 

riBST  PEEIOD-WmB  or  THT  PAiaiAKCai 

>•»                                                     1         lUtxkiA. 

■>nb                                             1        Lull  ud  H^d, 

SECOXD  PEXIOD-^IHK  EI0DD8  AID  TB£  LAW- 

1 

TAB  Kiiylu*— MoLhin  of  tunflL 

1 

iMWilar  Wlia.ll]  liTHl. 

L*n  for  U'ldewi  aail  |tH«bl«iln  IbhL 

1 

uu.l  StrikDM  In  fantl,  kiid  otliU'  L>n. 

TOIKD  PEKIOD-BITVXES  TEE  DEUTEIT  OT  THZ  UW  AID  CHI 

MOIABCBT. 

MLiiug.                                                         WUWotMaHBh. 

PDUBTH  PCBtOD-^HZ  KOIItnHT. 

MIchKL 

lOwik. 

AblltU. 

Prifihlt^  WldMT. 

WlH  WoiSRi  Of  T«kioA 

ttM  Sbuuunlla. 

ttitt 

UtU*  tvuUliih  MMl 

ririH  PEBIOD-UBTLOHAB  DAPTmTT- 

'nia  ^CittTllj, 

IL»lv*  of  Ucok  of  En. 

SIXTH  PERIOD -COirnirCABCE  OF  TBK  8EO0SD  TMtPLS. 

1 

lljnniB  Hid  Ar1iitabu?ua  (o  I't^npcy. 
J*irbb  RMciT  irna  Ih*  \1>)<»1  I'l  riUDpcr  U  Iti*  OaMk  of  B««d. 
Jnlib  BMon  fToa  tt«  LJcuta  a!  Umd  u  U>*  W*>. 
TW  Kwirt  IMIur.                                    SiloMt. 
AlHtadi»                                                    HdMak. 

'            1 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 ' 

1 

SBTEXTH    PESIOD-TOMRir    OT    ISUIL    Of    TBI    PBXSOT    AI 

UrLDEBC£I>   BT  TBZ  PAST. 

Th*  Wu  >nd  OUMnlan.                              VheM  ot  DliptMlua  ud  PM 

TkluiiulLcOnllijuiciauiiI  Ti)M.                  0«H»l  Kwiuia. 

"  A    W9ck  lllBl   U  luSlclenl   <:f    lUrtf    l«  WMIH    mJ   (rvw*   ■  npoUMOK. '— 

1         rOoHmttm  u  X>s(IM  Slrina,  tf  Jfr*.  &  C  SaO. 

1. 

3^                Undis;  OBOQHBfilDOB  A  SOVS,       Pummmw  Bw.                  A 

i 

u                               ^         . 
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Nnr  EdWeo  af  O*  Works  of  ANNA  LISLB. 


L^t*  CrMVn  tro-,  tt«tk,  gilt  tdgtt.  lUmtlnUd,   Fria,  51. 

SELF  AND  SELF-SACRIFICE 

OR    NELLY'S    STORY, 
Br  ANNA  LISLE. 

"A  TOT  b<Milft>l  MiYy.vltb  ihincwnvill  dwfc  mbwt  ■MSif  tma^wi, 
md  IMCIM  (dminbly  tinuiDcd,  Tti  taiixaBt  U  ibe  •OMH  tl  Wl  ObIt  ••■ 
HE^dsutiU.  bal  wElkal  ■•  i  Chiuun  peint  of  vicv-  Wc  hii*  hUoi  ■•« 
■  mil  i*  MttUh  ih>  hm  lUd  l.^gl»u  um  <•  m  nanifiu  wiibaui  itw  aonOi**- 
t^ttAtult  bant  u  all  ttwmtJ.' -filirtti  XtHtm. 

~Th»  nan  uiait^ifatiLwiiiiai*  ■b*ic  •M'li  «( twk««k  •**««.  Mm  h 

wmpdi  out  idminlica."— Ah^  AWk. 

"  SioM  '  Oirnr  mil'  w(  hav*  km)  Htbiaa  oai*  |«wiIbi  nsr  mm  vtv^it^ 
'  NaDr't  Ston*  hu  fawa  la  nny  Iht  tultr  nfhi  ihrau^  'Eb  it.  ind  caa 
taidljr  bil  is  tsfna  ■  meni  c^iseMiiuMa  tovwuKi.*— »n<Hif  7«n>a^ 


L«T;r<  nvMi  3*0.,  el«lh,giU  nigti,  mU  fritntisfiftt.    Pritt  ^t, 

WINNIE     TRAVERS 

By  anna  lisle. 


^Tln  uillior  af ' Vlnntc l^fwi'  know*  hunm  atturvj  Am  DIkp 


A  pluHoi  nu^^  «f  Encliih  hoEH  Itft    Then  h  ■  liv«fy  lOceaMM  «f  ine^ 


vtli  (aid  :  it  KbcuDdk  in  inunktifqi  uiciduati .  i^t  ifkuaiLim  *f«  4iWvs  vilft 
lonru^Kii'I  eoAHLHrKry  d«rf  Iirp<d.  and  *  ..-.f.^i  t**.#u>  i*i— »h*pnj^>-i»*».i»fj 


dwunUfi  uiidul]'.'*— ^rfilUBHh 


QUICKSANDS 


Bv  ANNA  USLE 


ll  l>  •  ihomifh  venitn'i  bcflk.  We  o*  ftjrijr  Dtli  Hat  ■*  li**(  Mldtia  ■■ 
■ilk  4  cTtrtfr  01  man  Tir.Vinf  vamii^  i^uA  ilh,faCB*qD#bUB  o'aw  b^HiMM 
Aboin  ■orMly  foicioD  *di]  aAmtuef.  win  fotclUr  ud.  u  Um  mbi  dia^ 
pHAiily  «inv^^.'— Zil<nf}>  Cairflr. 

CwmJni  %  cTcmt  daf  of  qui«t  t/td  ufmafti  *ri1ici(.  Uvnv  Ibc  ndd  cil 
Mfi.  Gnr.  miiTii  |wa  fsT  I  rnatkn  i' Ricliiu  TTw  rmnl  of  'Qwltl  —  Ji"  i» 
u  Mm  aainhuaiTc  and  uifli^,'— IVm*^  JTaft 

OROOMfiRIQGB  ft  S0H3,  Putetnoster  Bow,  LoadoiL 
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